Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


r^ 


Rb<:eivbd  in  EXIIKANOI! 

I.L.Clements  Library 


/ 


i 


THE 


L 


Parliamentary  Regifter; 


O  R, 


HISTORY 


N 


OP     THE 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OF    THE 


HOUSES  of  LORDS  and  COMMONS. 

CONTAINING  AN   ACCOUNT   OF 

/■ 
'  •» 

The  moft  interefting  Speeches  and  Motions  ;  accurate 
Copies  of  all  the  Protests,  and  of  the  moft  remarkable 
Letters  and  I^afers  ^  together  with  'the  moft  material 
Evidence,  Petitmns,  &c.  laid  before  and  offered  to  either 
H0USX9 

puking  the 
Fourth  Session  of  the  Eighteenth  Parliament 

O  F 

GREAT    BRITAIN. 


VOL.  xn. 


LONDON: 

» 

KnnrED>  at  the  oriental  press,  by  WILSON  AND  CCL 
Wild  Cooit,  Linc^ln't  Inn  Fields,  London, 

For  J.  DEBRETT,  oppoiite  Burlington  Houfe.  Piccadilly^ 

^809. 


*    » 
« 


^.r;?.  INDEX 


TO    THB 


DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 


VOLUME  XIL 


•    .     HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

A. 

Account  of  Foreign  Wheat  imported  &om  Jan.  1,  178;,  to  thi 

prefent  time,  page  342.  , 

Addltery  Bili»  Notice  of  its  rerival  being  intended,  2fid« 

Biihop,  refpeding  the  Competency  of  one  to  TOte  in  the  HoQ(e|.ix)t  bdng 

arrayed  in  his  Lawn  Sleeves,  481. 
Bread.     S^  Floor. 

c. 

Combination.     iS<^  Workmen. 

Committees,  Lord  Walfingham  appointed  Chairman  cS,  476« 

D. 
Debate,  on  the  Freedom  of,  76. 

Egypt,  Obftru^ons  to  the  Evacuation  of,  by  the  French,  confidered^.  284* 
Executory  DevifeBill  confidercd,  77. 

F. 

Flour  Company  Bill  debated,  890,  4S7j  482,  566f 

G. 

Galloway,  Earl  of,  his  Appeal  confidercd,  209. 
Germany,  Meflage  from  the  King  refpeding  a  Treaty  with  the  Empoor 
of,  376.     Copy  of  the  Treaty,  ib'td. 

.  H. 

Houfe  of  Lords,  Meflage  from  the  K|ng  refpefting  the  Enlargement  of, 

476. 

1. 

Inclofiire  Bills,  Debate  on,  Sdd,  282,  592* 

Infaoity.     ^^^Treafon. 

Ireland,  Union  with.  Proceedings   on  the  Conntervuling  Duties  elte- 

bliih^ed,  2.  The  Bill  for  dfe^ng  the  Union  paiTcd^  «09«  Receive  thr 

BoyalAflent,  280» 

As 


ir  INDEX  TO  THE  TWELFTH  VOUJMi; 

King's  (The)  Speech  on  clofing  die  Seffion,  page  fi04« 

M. 
MefliJgcs,  the  King's.     Sr,^  Germany — Houfe. 
Monallic  lailltution  Bill,  D;:bafe  on,  34 2. 

'       N.  .       ' 

New/papefrTheTiracsJ  complained  againft,  forhavine  mifrepreiented  a 
Spceth  of  Lord  Stanhope's,  478.  The  Printer  and  Publifher  repri* 
manded  at  the  Bar,  bga*- 

Parliament,  Debase  on  a  Motion  for  addrefling  the  King  not  to  prorogue 

it,  280. 
Pi^ot  Diamond  Lottery  Bill,  124,  185» 

S. 

Mr.  Speaker's  (Houfe  of  Commons)  Speech  to  the  King  on  the  Publt* 
Grants,  60S. 

Treafon  Infanity  Bill^  Debate  on,  455,  477* 

Union.     See  Ireland. 

W. 
Walfingham,  Lord,  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committees,  476^ 
M^at  imported.  Account  of,  34!». 
^  Workmen's  Combination  Bill,  590*     , 


.    House  of  commons. 

A.        ' 

Account  of  the  Expcnce  of  collefting  the  Tax  on  Jncome,  50^ 

Account  of  the  Income  of  the  ConfoUdated  Fund  for  the  Year  ended  the. 

,  •  Mh'Day  of  January  189(),  and  alfo  of  the  A^ual  Payments  tliereoiil 
within  the  faid  Year ;  and  of  the  Future  Annual  Charge  upon  the  faid 
Fund,  as  it  flood  on  the  5rh  of  January  1600,  (fubjedl  to  fuchDecreafc 
in  the  Charge  as  may  arifc  from  the  Dccreafe  in  the  Charges  of  Ma. 
iiagement  of  Stocl^  purchafed  by  the  Commiffioners  for  the  Redudioa 
of  the  National  Debt;)  diftinguiOiIng  the  Income  applicable  to  paying 
4he  Charge  for  Debt  exifling  prior  to  the  Year  1 793  ;  and  alfo  thf 
Income  derived  from. the  Duties  mipofed  in  each fabfequent  Year,  to* 

*:  ^ther  .witH  the  Charge  created  in  each  correibouding  Year  i  and  in 
icfpedl  of  what  Sums  raifed,  or  fiitls  funded,  (uch  Cliarge  was  created 
in  each  of  the  faid  Years,  607. 

^Account  of  the  Net  Produce  of  iiil  the  Permanent  Taxes  exifling  before 

<  the  Y^ar  1 709  ^  and  alfo  of*  the  Taxes  impofed  in  each  fabfequen| 
Year ;  taken  for  Two  Years  ending  refpedively  upon  5th  January- 
1799  and '5th  January  1800,  639, 

[fhe  Total  Amount  produced  by  an  Ad  for  granting  an  Aid  and  Coi^trL. 
butionfor  the  Prc^ecution  of  the  War,  685. 

^couAt  of  the  unfunded  Debt  and  Demands  outflanding  on  the  5  th  Ja. 
TUiary  1800,  under  the  Heads  of  Exchequer,  Treafury,  Army,  Baf^ 
racks,  Ordnance,  Navy,  Civil-Lifl  Advances,  and  any  other  Head  of 
^biu?  Scjyi^j  fpecifyinj^  tbe  Cu^^e ;  di^giiiOxing^jUultf  eadt  Hbad 


icTpcAively  the  Particulars  of  whkh  foch  Debts  or  Demands  conflfted  a 

and  alfo  what  Part  of  the  faid  Debts  or  Demands  was  then  provided 

for,  and  in  what  Manner  and  whiit  Part  thereof  was  dien  unprovidied 

for,  page  635. 
'Account  of  the  Net  Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Diftribators  of  Stamps 

in  Great  Britain  on  the  5th  of  January  isoo^  636. 
Account  of  the  Total  Amount  of  Arrears  due  on  the  5  th  of  January  1 850, 

from  the  Receivers  General  of  the  Land  and  Aflefied  Taxes  in  Greatt 

Britain^  637* 
Amount  of  the  Annual  Charge  of  the  Public  Debt^  created  in  the  Yeari 

1793,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  1789,  637. 
.Account  of  the  Debt  in  Exchequer  Bills  outftanding  on  the  5th  Day  of 

January  1800 ;  diHinguiihing  the  different  Heads^  the  Funds  on  whicb 

the  fame  are  chargeable^  and  the  Sums  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  to 

fatisfy  the  fame,  638* 
Account  of  the  Total  Produce  of^  the  Tax  upon  Income  (ot  the  Year  end* 

ing  the  5  th  of  April  1800,  as*  far  as  the  fame  can  be  rftade  up  and 

eftimated  ;  diftinguifhing  the  Amount  in  oonfequdiceof  Afleflbents  by 

the  Commercial  Commiilioners,  699. 
Account  of  the  Total  Net  Produce  of  the  Permanent  Taxes  for  the  Year 

ending  the  5th  April  1 8O0,  639. 
Account  of  the  Total  Public  Funded  Debt,  as  the  fame  ftood  on  the  ifr 

of  February  1800,  640. 
Addrefs.     See  Ireland — Public  Records. 

Adultery  Bill,  Debate  on,  is,  42,  83*    Notice  of  its  reriTal,  12%^ 
Afylum  for  Soldiers'  Orphans,  248. 

B. 

Bavarian  Subfidy,  Conveifation  refpedting  it,  g. 
Bridges  (County),  Refolutions  of  the  Committees  on,  4Q- 

C. 

Call  of  the  Houfe,  Conrerfation  on,  refpe^ing  the  Subfidiary  Treat/ 
with  the  Emperor,  175.  Debate  on  oncj  for  taking  into  Confidera- 
tion  the  State  of  Public  Affairs,  189»     Lift  of^he  Minority  on,  208. 

Clerks  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  Fees  and  Salaries  of,  1 1 8,  224,  233. 

Cold  Bath  Fields  Prifon,  on  theSute  and  Management  of,  353, 388, 46l« 

D. 

Dutch  Ships  and  Troops,  his  Majefty's  MeiTage  refpcfting  the  Ukin& 
them  into  Britifh  Pay,  183.    -Debate  thereon,  202. 

E. 
^gypU  Obftrudions  to  the  Evacuation  of»  by  the  French,  conlidere4» 

e72f  524. 
Executory  ^Devife  Bill,  140,  184,  280,  373, 

F. 
Finances,  Mr.  Tiemey's  Refolutions  on  the  State  o^  449ff     Mr.  QhaUn 

ceilor  Pitt's  Counter. Refolutions,  595. 
Flour  Company  Bill,  Debate  on,  11 8,  251,  576« 
Foden,  Mr.  his  Petition  confidered,  113,  117*  ^ 

Qermany,  Debate  on  the  Subfidy  to  the  Emperor  of,  Sg6.    On  the  Gifr 
of  1 50,000/.  to,  for  the  Lofs  of  his  Magazines  at  Stockach^,  458,   Oo 
'    tsbjcAing  ihe  loiperial  Sab£dy  to  a-Prov^Oii  ^69*  - 


*  »i        'tvmtx*To  THs  lyrmjrm  v0u?mr 


r  -    ^ 


I. 

<  income  Ta^  debated^   pgea   i^>  dl.    Kxpence  of  coUeAipg  iti  B0« 

Motion  for  limiting  the  Duration  of,  52.     Lift  of  the  Minority,  76» 
Jndlai  for  eilaLlifhing  new  Regulations  for  the  Government  of,  78*   Mr* 

Dt<'  das's  Statement  of  the  Company's  Finances,  487.    Second  3tate« 

oent,  683. 
l^itlsmdf  Countervailing  Duties  in  the  Union  AA,  3,  27  •    AddrefTe^  of 

both  Houfcs  on,   1 1,  V33. 
Judges 'Salaries,  Refolutions  of  the  Cgmmittees  on^  38. 

L.  .         ' 

pottery  Bill,  Debate  on,  35* 

M. 

Meninl  Servants,  and  their  Mafters  and  Miftreffes,  Bill  for  regulating 
•  "Difputes  between,   108,116.  ^ 

^cff^ges,  the  King's.    Sft  Dutch  Ships,  &c.— Royal  Property-— Supply^ 
KQnalic  InftitutiQR^iU,  Debate  on,  107»  14l^  177>^207« 

N. 
New  Foreft  Indofiire  Bill,  230,  S4l»  249,  ^9^* 

P. 

Paper,  on  the  Re-mannfa^ure  of^  1 18. 

Pawnbrokers'  Bill,  380.  . 

Poor  of  the  Metropolis,  Motion  for  a  Committee  to  confider  of  Meani  of 

Relief  for  them,  204,  226,  375. 
Public  Records^  Addrefs  to  the  King  on  the  State  of,  370. 

Qjjarantine,  Refolations  of  a  Comnuf tee  on,  I8U 

R. 

4 

River  Police,  Remarks  of  Mr.  Dundai^  on^  246. 
Royal  Property,  th^  King's  Meflage'refpeding  the  Deviie  of,  127*   De- 
bated, 243* 

S. 

^mall  Debts  Bill  (London),  deba.ted,  136. 
Soldiers'  Orphans.     See  Afylum. 
Soup  £ftabli(hments.  Debate  refpefling  them,  79* 
State  of  the  Nation,  Mr.  Weftem's  Motion  for  an  Inquiry  into,  debated^ 
•^  299.     Lift  of  the  Minority,'341« 

Supply,  His  Majefty's  Meflage  concerning  a  further  Supply,  396*    Re. 
folutionsof,  422. 

T. 

•k 

Treafon  Infanity  BSI,  Debate  on,  215,  871  • 

Union.     See  Ireland* 

Waftc  Lands,  Refojutions  of  the  Conunittec  on,  8^$, 
Ways  and  Me^insi  Refblutions  of  the  Committee  of,  394. 
Workmen's Combm^op  J^illi- Pf^Uiopi  agwft  €.onfvkfcd|   llQy  ftiSt 


C  vii  }- 

INDEX 


TO    THE 


SPEAKERS*    NAMES. 


HOUSE  QF  LORDS. 

B.  L. 


JjEDFORD,   bake  of;     233, 
S40->  283.. 

c. 

Cariifl4e»  Eadof;  76^  186,  sog, 
Carrington,  Lord;  236, 
iChancdloc,  The  Lords  fee  Lough. 

borough* 
Clarence,  His  Royal  Highneft  the 
.  Dokeof;  4a^-,  456,  482,  568. 

-Grenville,  Lord;   188,2^85,^88, 

'    S48,  380* 

Gtdlford,  Earl  ofj  483, 

H. 
Hobart,  Lord ;  447*  484,  568. 
Holland,  Lord ;     ld7j   188,   284> 
gft5,  286,  290.      '  4 


Liverpool,  Eartof ;  SgO,.i«7j  44(!^ 

484,  566,  569,  390. 
V Loughborough,   Lord;    77,  187^ 
209,  238,  349,  3J90,  443,  465, 
456,  478,  479>  59O1  *92. 
N. 
Norfolk,  Duke  of;  124,  185* 

R. 

Rochefter,  Blfhop  of;  2S3,  S4t§ 
350. 

Stanhope,  Earl  of ;  396,  440,  456Jir 
477,  480,  484; 

W. 

Walfingham,  Lord ;  476# 
Weftmorland,  Earl  of;  18^,  43 1> 

483,  568. 
Winchefter,  Bilhopof;  347. 


IV* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 


A. 
Addington,  Right  Hon;  H, ;  113, 

115,  224,  252,  254,  269,  577, 

603* 
Andcrfon,  Sir  J*  W. ;  138, 
Ardcn,  Sir  R.  P, ;   12, 25,  31,  95, 

138,  184,  255,  281,  374,  577* 

Attorney  .General ;  /pi  Sir  j,  Miu 
ford, 

B. 
Baker,  Mr. ;  233,  577« 
Baring,  Sir  F, ;   18,  20k 

BaftarcC  Mr* ;  289  lOi* 
Bernard,  Mr.  ;  868. 
Biddulph,  Mr. ;  24,  1289  S^8* 
Bouverie,  Mr. ;  12,  32« 
Sragge,  Mr4;  37, 180« 
firownej  Mx.j  84|  dsa«376j400» 


Burton,  Mr. ;  37,  373# 

Buxton,  Mr.;   25,  73*  109,  I  id", 

140,  178,  280,  324,  369. 

C.     • 

Canning,  Mr. ;  410. 

Coke,  Mr.;  110,  I16. 

Combe,     Mr.    Alderman    (LorA 

Mayor) ;  588; 
Curtis,  Mr.  Aldetman  ; '  1 24,  26t» 

D. 
Dallas,  Mr. ;  532. 
Dent,  Mr.;  221,  46o. 
Devaynes,  Mr. ;  269. 
Douglas,  Sir  G. ;  42» 
Dundas,  tMr.  Secretaiy ;  78,  202> 

£03,  246,  273,  487j  527,  5$Sp 

571* 

Dunda0,  Mr*  Wt  i  l$h  ^^0,  SB^ 
*7^  . 


V  ••• 


TWElJTH 


E. 


P. 


Elford,  Colonel ;  73|  §79. 
EUifon,  Mr.;   I7f  23,325. 
ferfltinc,  Mr, ;  85,  l63,  177* 

G. 
Gafcoync,  CoU;  220,  222,  460. 
Geary,  Sir  W.;  82,  11  a. 
Grant,  SirW. ;  338,  372. 

H. 
*Harrifon,  Mr. ;  21,  23,  81. 
Hawkelbury,  Lord  r  8 1,  82,  H  8^ 

184,  249,  251,  260,  267,  576, 

678. 
Bcathcot'e,  Sir  Gilbert;    12,  83, 

573. 
Hobhoufc,  Mh;  15,  17,  I9>  20, 

,  23,  25,  dl',  S2f  35,  38,  81, 
108,  190,  154,  207,  230,  282, 
241,  249,  250,  278,  292,  325. 

Hufl^y,  Mr..;  231,  298,  565. 

J- 
Jckyll,  Mr.  i  82,  118,  136,  139, 

Jolliffe,  Mr.;  14,  108,  116. 
loncs,.Mr.  v  24, 37,  «0, 121, 151, 
^    198,  27^,  399>  459,  474,  524, 

672. 
Jones,  Sir  F.  Burdett ;  1 5,  99j  29 1, 

S24,  363,  887,  46l, 

L.    . 
LangtOQ,  Mr. ;  ^50. 
Laurence,  Dr. ;    116,  172,  268, 

270.- 
3Le  Fevre,  Mr.  Shaw ;  110* 

Lowthcr,  Colonel ;  250. 

Liilhington,  Mr. ;  139. 

M, 

Mainwaring,  Mr. ;  38,  204,  362, 

368,  375,  385. 
Manning,  Mr. ;  74. 
Martin,  Mr. ;  14,  82,  310,  492, 

473,  573,  574. 
Matter  of .  the  Rolls ;  fee  Sir  R. 

P.  Ardeh. 
Milbanke,SirR.;   101. 
Mildmay,  SirH.;  108,  145. 
Milner,  Sir  W. ;  A 16. 
Mitford,  Sir  J.;  14,37,94,  109, 

116,  139,  140,  215,  244,  250, 

368,  386,  459,  465,  574,  584. 

N. 
T^hpUs,  Mr,;-  123,  216,  248i 
76,  322,  372,  421,  576#  . 


Pecle,  Mr.  5  16,  17*  n5» 
Percival,  Mr. ;    123,    128,    171* 
,    180,  256,380,  389« 
?ierrepont,  Mr. ;.  141,  250. 
Pitt|  Mr.  Chancellor;  9,  13,  ih^ 
16,  18, 19,  20,^1,  22,  24,  31, 

32,  61,  75,  79,  80,  107,  120j 
175,  195,  203,  216,  219,  222, 
279,  375,334,386,396,  458, 
4€l,474,  598,  595. 

Plamer,  Mr.;   II9,  254. 

Pulteney,  SirW. ;  32,  37,  81, 124, 
803,  26O,  279^  .     ' 

Robfon,  Mr. ;  79*  205,  276, 458, 

527,  574. 

Rofe,  Mr.  J   ^0,  122,  ^42,  25Q, 

271,292,585. 

Ryder,  Mr.  j  22,  152,  «53»  ; 

S- 

Scott,  Sfr  W. }  44,  91,  l6t. 

Secretary  at  War ;  fee  Windham. 

Sheridan,  Mr.  ;,  103,  107,  109, 
128,  165,  175,  ,177,  180,  180, 
199,  218,  222,  251,  254,  263, 
267,  268,  271,  33^,  36l,364| 
367,  383,  385,  386,  46l,    467. 

Simeon,  Mr. ;  123,  375, 

Smith,  Mr.  W. ;  15,  l6,  \\  19^ 
23,32,71,  179,203,  310.     ^ 

Solicitor  General ;/«?  Sir  W.  Grant. 
Speaker,  Mr. ;  /e^  Right  Hon.  H* 

Addington, 
Sturges,  Mr. ;  231, 

T. 
Taylor,  Mr. ;  '88. 
'  Thornton,  Mr.  H. ;  124. 
Ticrney,   Mr.;    9,   15,  52,    74, 
'    121,  123,  175,  203,  262,  «^7, 
269,  339,   303,384,  388,  403, 
449,  473,  532,  S69,  574,  578- 

Turner,  Sir  G.  P. ;  102*    * 

V. 
Vanfittart,  Mr.;  22,25^ 

W. 
Weftem,  Mr. ;  299^ 
Wilberforcc,  Mr.;   14,  96,   10^, 

178,  276,  307. 
Williams,  Sir  R ;  73. 
Windham,Mr. ;  14,90,  141,  t77» 

184,  248,  314,  323,366,  37U 

Yorke,  Mx. ;  278, 367. 


tut 


HISTORY 


OF     THE 


PROCEEiDIis^GS  AND  DEBATES 


OF     THft 


HOUSES  of  LORDS  and  COMMONS, 

In  the  FOURTH  SESSION  of  the 
Eighteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britajn^ 


Appointed  to  be  holdert  at  WfiSTMiNstERj 
On  Tuesday  th«  27th  of  Sejptember   1796* 


G 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS* 

Mondajy  May  16* 


EORGE  ROSEi  Efq*  (Clerk  of  the  tarlhrt^nfs)  entcfed 
the  Houfc,  in  front  of  the  Throne,  and  handed  to  the  Lord  Speaket 
(Eldon)  a  paper,  the  contents  of  vrhichhe  immediately  conimUnidated 
to  their  Lordfhips  from  the  woolfack.  The  document  fct  forth|>that 
the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  had  appointed  William  Stev^art  Rofc, 
(late  Member  iit  the  Houfe  of  Comfnohs  for  Chrifl  Church)  to  be 
Reading  Clerk  of  the  Houfe,  and  Clerk  of  their  LordChips'  Private 
Committees,  in  the  room  of  Matthew  Robert  Arnott,  E(q.  deccafed. 
-—And  the  qucffion  being  pat  i^fro  fdrrmrj  for  their  LordAips' 
^    acquiefcence  in  the  appointment,  it  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Shortly  after,  Mr.   W.  S.  Rose;  the  new  Reading  ClerK,  wa^ 
Irttroduced  ;  and,  hating  made  his  obcifancc  to  their  Lordlhips,  im- 
mediately entered  upon  the  fun^ions  of  his  officcV   . 
'Vol.  XII.  B 


2  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons- 

The  Earl  of  WESTMORLAND  prcfcntcd,  by  command  of 
His  Majefty,  an  addrcfs  to  the  Kifig  from  both  Houfesof  the  Iriih 
Parliament  ;  ilating  their  acquiefcence  in  the  alterations  made  by 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ih  the  articles  propofcd  by  the  for- 
mer as  a  bajfis  for  an  Union  with  this  country  ;  and  praying  His 
Majefty  to  order  the  fame  to  be  fignificd  to  his  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain.  His  Lordlhip  then  prefented  a  fchedule  of  certain  coun- 
tervailing duties  propofed  and  agreed  upon  by  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  and  referred  to  in  their  addrefs  to  His  Majcfly. 

The  addrefs  and  fchedule  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  co- 
pies thereof  to  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  their  Lordfhips/and  to  be 
confidered  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole.  Houfe  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sylv£stbr  Douglas  brought  up  from  the  Commons 
certain  tefqlutions  agreed  upon  by  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe  re- 
fpedting  the  countervailing  duties  referred  to  in  the  (ixth  or  com- 
me^al  article  of  the  propofed  Union  with  Ireland-^and  ordered 
to  be  communicated  for  the  concurrtnoe  of  their  Lord(hips. 

The  refolutions  being  received^  the  Houfe,  on  the  motion  of 
Lord  Auckland,  immediately  ^ent  into  a  Committee  (Lord  Wal- 
fingham  in  the  chair)  upon  the  fame,  when  the  noble  Lord  flared, 
that  the  propofed  countervailing  duties  were  fo  clearly  fpecificd  in 
the  refolutions  fo  long  before  the  public,  and  fo  very  generally  ap- 
proved of,  as  to  render  any  obfervations  thereon  unneceflary.  He 
moved  therefore,  ''  That  the  Committee  do  agree  to  the  propofed 
fchedule,"  which  meeting  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
their  Lordfhips,  was  ordered  accordingly  ;  and  the  Houfe  refuming, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  was  confirmed.  An  addrefs  was  forth- 
with voted  to  His  Majefty,  propofed  to  be  joint  from  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  praying  that  the  fchedule  agreed  upon  be  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland — and  a  meflage  fent  to  acquaint 
the  Confmons  with  their  Lordihips'  proceedings  in  confequcnce  of 
thcjs  communication,  and  to  defire  the  concurrence  of  the  Com* 
fnons  in  their  Lordfliips'vAddrefs  to  His  Majefty. 


>  »  ■  ■■ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  May  26. 

Pigot^s  Diamond  Lottery  Bill  was  read   a  third  time,  pailedp 
and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

.  A  mcflTage  frbm  the  Lords  informed  the  Commons,  that  thchr 
Lordfliips  had  pafled  a  bill  for  the  more  eficdually  punifhing  of  the 
crime  of  adultery* 


% 
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'  .  ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  prefented  to  the  Hoaic^  by  His  Majcfty*s 

command,  a  paper,  intituled,  '*  Statement  of  Countervailing  CKi- 
ties  ;"  and  alfo,  "  Copy  of  the  humble  Addrefs  to  His  Majefly  of 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Commons  of  Ireland,  in 
Parliament  aflcmbled." 

And  the  tides  of  the  faid  papers  being  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  faid  papers  be  referred  to  the  condderation  of 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc,  to  whom  it  is  referred  to  con- 
fidcr  further  of  His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  mcffage  of  the  2d  day  of 
April  ]z(\y  communicating  to  this  Houfethe  refolutionsof  the  Lords 
and*  Commons  of  Ireland,  refpefling  a  Union  between  the  king- 
doms of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  their  addrefs  to  His  M^* 
jefty  thereupon. 

Mr.  Douglas  (according  to  order)  reported  from  the  Com* 
miftee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  •*  conGdcr 
further  of  his  Majcfty'»  moft  gracious  mcflagc  of  the  2d  day  of 
April  laft,  communicating  to  this  Houfe  the  refolutions  of  the  Lords 
and  Commons  of  Ireland  refpcding  a  Union  between  the  kingdoms 
of  Great  Biitain  and  Ireland,  with  their  addrels  to  His  Majefty 
thereupon,"  the  refolution  which  the  Committee  had  direfied  him 
to  report  to  tt)e  Houfe  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  atfterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Refolded,  That  the  fevcral  duties  hereln-after-mention^d  (hall  be  the 
countervailing  duties  to  be  paid  on  importation  from  Ireland  into  Great  « 
Britain,  after  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms^  on  the  feveral  artiples 
enumerated  in  the  fchedule  No«  I,  A,  annexed  to  the  fixth  article  of  the 
Union  between  the  faid  kingdoms,  viz.  ' 

Beer,  For  every  barrel  confifting  of  thirty -fix  gallons, 
EngUfh.beer  raeafure,  of  Irifti  "beer,  ale,  or  mum,  which 
(hall  be  imported  into  Great  Britaiji  dircdlly  from  Ireland, 
ftud  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  to  be 

paid  by  the  importer  thereof. £*  0     8     5 

Bricki  and  Tiles,     Fof  every  thoufand of  Irifh  bricks.  •      0     6     0     * 

For  every  thoufand  of  Irifti  plaift  tiles ^. 0     ^10 

For  every  thoufand  of  Irilh  pan  or  ridge  tiles 0  IS  10 

For  every  hundred  of  Iriih  paving  tiles,  not  exceeding  ten 

inches  fquare ...»...! 0     9     S 

For  every  hundred  of  Irifti  paving   tiles  exceeding   ten 

inches  fquare -v 0     4  10 

For  every  thoufand  of  Irifti  tiles,  other  than  fuch  as  are 
herein.before  enumerated  and  defcribed,  by  whatfoever 
name  or  names  fuch  tiles  are  or  may  be  called  or  known. .     o    4  10 

Caadies,  For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifti 
candies  or  tallow,   and  other  candles  whatfoever  (except 

wax  gnd  fper'maccti) •.•....•>     0    0     1 

B  S 
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For  cvcrv  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irilli   candles 
which  may  be  made   6f  wax  or   fpcnnaccti,  or   which  are 
.ufually  ^ailfd  or  fold  either  for  wax   or  fpcrmaccti,  not, 
withftanding  the  mix«^ure  of  any  orher  ingredient  therewith  j^  0     0     5^| 

Chocolate y  ^c.  For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  t>T 
Jrifb  cocoa,  cocoa  pafto,  or  chocolate 0     2     0 

Cordage^  luz.  To  be  ufcd  as  ftanding  rigging,  or  other 
cofdagc  made  from  topt  hemp,  the  ton,  cdiuaining  20  cwt.      4   JO     3 

Of  any  other  fort,  cable  yarn,  packthread^  and  twine, 
the  t(fi,  containing  20  cwr 4     4     4 

Cyder  and  Ferry.  For  every  hog(head,  confiding  of  03 
gallons  Englilh  wine  meafure,  of  Irilh  cyde«  and  perry, 
which  fliall  be  imported  as  merchandize,  or  for  fale,  and 
which  Ihall  be  fcnt  or  configned  to  any  faftor  or  agent  to  fell 
or  difpofe  of ; 0  19     % 

Gla/s,  For  every  -fquare  foot  fuperficijil  mcafgrc  of  Irilh 
plate  glafs , .      0     ^     ?^ 

For  every  hundred  weight  of  IriQi  flint,  enamel,  ftained, 
pafte,  or  phial  glafs 9    'S     6 

for  ev^ry  hundred  weight  of  Jrifli  fpread  window  glafs, 
commoply  called  broad  glafs 0     8     1 

For  every  hundred  weight  of  Irifh  window  glafs  (not 
bcfng  fpread  glafs),  whether  fialhed  or  otherwife  manufac- 
tured, and  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  crown 
glafs,  or  German  Iheet  glafs ...., \     9     9 

For  every  hundred  weight  of  yeffels  made  i^fe  of  in  che-     . 
mical  laboratories,  and  of  garden  glaifes,  and  of  all  o.ther 
veflels  or  utenfils  of  cora'^mon  bottle  metal,  manufactured  in 
Ireland  (common  bottles  excepted) 0     4     Of" 

For  every  hundred  weight  of  any  fort  or  fpecics  of  Irifh  ^ 

glafs  not  herein-beforc  eoumerated  or  defcribed 2     2     0 

Bottles  of  common  green  glafs,  the  dozen  quarts 0     0     9 

Hops,     Forcvery  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irilh  hops. .  0     0     iji 

X^fc7>&^r  unnianufa(^lured.  For  cv^ry  poi^id  weight  avoir- 
dupois of  hides  of  what  kind  focvcr,  and  of  c:i!ve  flcins,  kips, 
hog  flclns,  ^og  fkins,  and  fcal  (kins,  tanned  in  Ireland  ;  and  of 
(beep  (kinS  and  lamb  ikms,  fo  tanned,  for  gloves  and  bazils, 
which  (hall  be  imporredm  the  whole  hide  or  (kin,  and  neither 
cut  nor  dinnnii"hed  ir.  any  r'^fpcCt  wn.iaver . 0     0     if 

For  every  tioz^n  q{  goai  11.  ms  tanned  in  Ireland  to  ref?fnble 
Ppanifh  leather 0     4     0 

For  every  d^zen  6f  fti^sp  flcins  tanned  in  licland  foi*  roans, 
being  af:er  the  natur-of  Spanifh  leather 0     2     3 

Forcvery  pound  weight  avoird  ipois  of  all  other  hides  or 
-(kinsnci  hcrein-be.npe  enu moated  and  delcribcd,  and  cfall 
pieces  and  parts  of  hides  or  ikins  which  fhall  be  tann^d  in  IrCn 
land. . 0     0     a 

'For  all  hide  of  hoHes,  mares,*and  geldings,  ^yhich  ftiail 
be  dr<  lied  in  alum  and  fait  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  in 
Ireland,  ^^r  mch  and  every  fuch  hide Q     l     6 

For  ail  hid'.s  of  (leers,  cows,,  or  any  other  hides  of  what 
kind  foevcr  (thofe  of  horfesi  mares,  ^nd  geldings  excepted) 
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^hich  (hall  be  drcfled  in  alum  and  fait   or  meal,  or  other- 
wife  tawed  in  Ireland,  for  each  and  every  fuch  hide ':£,  0     3     0 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  calves  (kins, 
kips,  and  feal  (kins,  which  ihall  be  fo  dre(red  in  alum  and 
fait  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  in  Ireland,  and  imported 
into  Great  Britain,  in  the  whole  fkin,  and  neither  cut  nor  dl- 

minifhcd  in  any  refpeA  whatever '     0     0     l-^ 

For  every  dozeri^df  (Hnk  calve  (kins,  which  (halL  be  fo 
dreCTed  in  alum  and  fait  or  meal,  and  otherwife  tawed  4vith 

the  hair  on,  in  Ireland ; 0     3     0 

For  exery  dozen  of  (link  calve  flcins  which  (hall  be  fo 
dre(red  in  alum  a;id  fait  or  meal,  "Or  otherwife  tawed  with- 
out hair,  in  Irebnd  ;  and  for  eVry  dozen  of  dag  (kins  and 
kid  (kins,  which  (hall  be  dreffed  in  alum  and  fait  or  meaL 

or  otherwife  tawed  in  Ireland ', 0     1     0 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  .buck  and  doc 
Ikiiis,  which  (hall  be  dreffed  in  alum  and  fait  or  meal,  or. 
otherwife  tawed  in  Ireland,  and  Svhich  (hall  be  irojx)rted  in 
the  whole  (kin,  and  neither  cut  nor  diminilhcd  in  iny  refpeft  > 

"whatever T. . . . , 0     0     6 

For  every  dozeo  of  goat  (kins,  smd  beaver  (kins,  which 
(hall  be  dreffed  in  alUm  and  fait  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  -. 

in  Ireland. . . .  •♦ . .' 0     2     0 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  (heep  (kins  and 
Iamb  (kins,  which  (hall  be  dteffed  in  ?]um  and  fait  or  meal, 
or  otherwife  tawed  iti  Ireland,  and  wh:ch'(hall  be  imported 
in  the  whole  (kin,  and  neither  cut  nor  dirainilhed  in  any  re- 

fpeA  whatever . .". ; '. 0     0     Ij 

For  every  poynd  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  other  hides  and 
Jkins  TK)t  hcrein-before  enumerated  and  defcribed,  and  of  all 
pieces  or  parts  of  hides  or  (kins,  which  (hall  be  drelftd  in 

alum  and  fait  or  meal,  or  otherwife  tawed  in  Ireland 0     0     6 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  back,  deer, 
and  elk  (kins,  which  (hall  be  dreffed  in  oil,  in  Ireland,  md 
imported  in  the  whole  (kin,  and  neither  cut  nor  diminidied 

in  any  refpedl  whateve/ 0     1     0  . 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  all  (heep  and  lamb 

Ikins,  which  ftiall  be  dreffed  in  oil  in  Ireland 0     0     S 

^For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  other  hides 
and  (kins,  and  parts  and  pieces  of  hides  and  ikin<;,  which  (hall 

be  dreffed  in  oil  in  Ireland 0     0     6 

For  every  dozen  of  Irifli  vellum '.  . .      0     3     5f 

For  every  dozen  of  Iri(h  parchment 0     I     8^ 

heather  manuft^urcd  into  ffoods  and  wares.  For  every 
pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  tanned  leather  mnnufatlured, 

and  aftually  made  into  goods  or  wares,  in  Irelnd .  .  / 0     0     \\ 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifn  made  boots 
and  (boes  and  gloves,  andoiher  manuf^flurcs  made  of  tawed 

or  dreffed  leather ,      0     0     1 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  buck  andd'^er 
ikins,  and  ell^  &in5,  dreffed  in  oil,  and  manufadured  into 
goods  ai\d  wareS|  in  Ireland : . .  : 0     1     0 
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For  every  pound  weight  avoirdapois  of  all  flieq>  and  lamb     < 
ikins;^  drefTed  in  oil,  and  manufai^lared  into  goods  or  wares^ 

in  Ireland ^,0     o     9 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  other  hides  and 
ikins  not  htrein.bcfore  enumerated  or  defcribed,  dreiTcd  in 

.  oUy  and  manufa^lured  into  goods  or  wares,  in  Irelitiid o     0     G   . 

Mtad  or  Methegl'm.     For   every  gallon,  Engliih  wine 

xneafure,  of  Irilh  mead  or  metheglin 0     1      oi 

Paper,  For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifli 
ppcr  fit  or  proper,  or  that  may  be  ufed  for,  or  applied  to^ 
the  ufes  or  purpofes  of  writing,  drawing,  and  printing,  or 
either  of  them,  and  of  all  Irifh  elephant  paperi  and  cartridge 

papers , . 0     0     2^ 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irilh  coloured  pa- 
pers, and  whited  brown  papers  (other  than  and  except  ele« 
phant  and  cartridge  papers)  fit  and  proper  for  the  ufe  and 
purpofe  of  wrapping  up  goods,  and  not  fit  or  proper,  or  ca- 
pable of  being  ufcd  for,  or  applied  to,  the  purpofes  of  wri- 
ting, drawing,  and  printing,  or  either  of  them 0      0      I 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irilh  brown  paper, 
fit  and  proper  ft)r  the  ulc  and  purpofe  of  wrapping  up  goods, 
and  not  fit  or  proper,  or  capable  of  being  ufcd  for,  or  applied 
to,  the  ufes  and  purpofes  of  writing,  drawing,  and  printyig^ 

or  either  of  them -0     o     O  J 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  every  ,fort  or  kind 
of  Irifli  paper,  not  hcrein-bcfore  enumerated  or  defer ibed,  * 

(flieathing and  button  paper,  and  button  board  excepted)..     0     0,    2# 

For  every  one  hundred  weight  of  Irifli  pafleboard,  mill- 
board, and  fcaleboard * '    0   10     6 

For  every  one  hundred  weight  of  Irifli  glazed  papers  for 

clothiers  and  hot-prclTers 0     6     O 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  books  bound  or 
unbound,  and  of  maps  or  prints,  which  fliali  be  imported  inie 

Great  Britain  dire^ly  from  Ireland , 0     Q,    3 

Print ed  Goods.  For  every  yard  fquare  of  Irilh  printed, 
pointed,  or  ftained  paper^  to  ferve  for  hangings  or  other  ufes     0     0     l£ 

For  every  yard  in  length,  reckoning  yard.wide>  of  io^ 
reign  calljcocs  and  foreigrr  muflins,  which  fliall  be'  printed,, 
painted,  flained,  or  dyed  in  Ireland  (except  fqch  as  (hall  be 
dyed  throughout  of  one  colour),  over  and  above  any  duty 
of  cuftoms  payable  on  the  importation  of  foreign  adlicoea 

and  muflins , « 0     0     7 

For  every  yard  in  length,  reckoning  yard-wide,  of  all 
Irifli  prinKd,  painted,  flained,  or  dyed  Irilh-made  callicoes^ 
muflins,  linens,  and  fluffs,  made  either  Of  cotton  or  linen 
mixed  with  other  materials;  fuflians, velvets,  vclverets,  di-. 
mi  ties,  and  other  figured  flufFs  made  of  cotton  and  other 
n)aterials,  mixed  or  wholly  made  of  cotion  wool  (except 

fuch  as  fliall  be' dyed  throughout  of  one  coloui  only 0    0     d^ 

For  every,  yard  in  lengthy  reckoning  yard. wide,  of  all 
Irifli  printed,  flained,  painted,  or  dyed  Irifli  made  flufis  not 
before  etiumcratedor  defcribcdj  (except  fudi  as  (hall  be  dyed 
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throughout  of  one  colour  only,  and  except  ftulFs  made  of 
woollen,  or  whereof  the  greateil  part  in  value  (ball  be 
woollen) / .  . .    £.0     0     £^§ 

For  every  yard  in  length,  reckoning  half.yard  wide,  rf 
all  Iri(h  printed,  flained,  painted,  or  dyed  filks  (filk  handker- 
chiefs  excepted)  over  and  above  any  duty  of  cuftoms  payable 

on  the  importation  of  (ilk ". ..'....       0     1      1 J 

.  For  tvtry  yard  fquare  of  Irifti  printed,  ftaincd,  painted, 
or  dyed  filk  hankercnicfs,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  wide  or 
narrow  filk  handkerchiefs,  over  and  above  any  duty  of  cuf. 
toras  payable  On  iiik « 0     0     4f 

Sah,  For  every  bulhel,  confiding  of  5()lb-  weight  avoir, 
dupois,  of  Irifli  fait,  or  Iri(h  Glauber,  or  IrifhEpfom  fait!  •    0  10     0 

For  every  bufhel,  confifting  of  65lb.  weight  avoirdupois, 
of  Irilh  rock  fait 0  10     0 

iS/Af-T-Manufadures  of.  Ribbons  and  ftafii  of  filk  only, 

the  pound  containing  1 6  ounces  only , 0     5     O 

Note.  '  Tnvo-t birds  of  the  *weigbt  tf  gauz£f  and  one^ 

third  of  the  nueight  of  crape y  is  to  he  d^duBed  f^t  gum 

and  drefs. 

Silk,  and  ribbons  of  filk  mixed  with  gold  or  filver,  the 
pound  containing  1 6  ounces 0     6     8 

Silk  (lockings,  iilk  gloves,  (ilk  fringe,  (ilk  laces,  ditching 
or  fewing  filk,  die  pound  containing  i  ()  ounces 0     3     O 

Silk, 'manufadures  of;  notothfcrwife  enumerated  or  de-     - 
fcribed,  the  pound  containing  1 6  ounces o     4     0 

Stuffs  of  (ilk  an(?  grogram  yirn,  the  pound  containing  1 6 
ounces 0  '  1     « 

Stuffs  of  filk  mixed  with  incle  or  cotton,  the  pound  con. 
taining  1 6  ounces 0     1     rf 

StuSs  of  filk  and  worded,  the  pound  containing  l6  ounces    0     0  10 

Studs  of  filk  mixed  with  any  other  material,  the  pound 

containing  1 6  ounces ,..     0     1     3 

.  Soap,     For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  hard, 
cake,  or  ball  foap 0     0     2| 

For  eveiy  pound  weight  avoirdupois,  of  Iri(h  foftfoap. .      0     0     1^ 

Spirits^  Britilh.  For  every  gallon  Engiifh  wine  meafure 
of  fpirits,  aqua  vitz,  or  drong  waten,  which  (hall  be  di^f. 
tilled  or  made  in  Irelandi  and  imported  at  a  drength  not  e^. 

ceeding  one  to  ten  over  hydrometer  proof 0     5     1{ 

Note.     Spirits  abo*ve  the  ftrengtb  of  one  to  ten  'will  he 

charged  in  proportion  z  and  on  Jiveetened  or  compounded 
fpirits y  the  duty  ixiill  he  computed  upon  the  higbeft  degree 

of  ftrengtb  at  'which  fuch  fpirits  can  he  made. 

Starch.     For  every  pound  weight  of  lri(h  darch  or  hair 

powder,  of  what  kind  (beve^* 0     0     S^ 

'  Sugary  refined^  viz.  called  badards,  whole  or  ground,  the 
cwt « 0   18     2 

Lumps,  the  cwt 1    14     0£ 

Single  loaf,  the  cwt 1    l6     4 

Powder  loaf,  the  double  loaf,  the  cwt 1    19     ^ 

Sugar  candy,  brown,  the  cwt. l   14     o^ 


« 
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SugAT  cai^y,  "white>  the  cwt £•  \    19      l 

Sugar,  refined, orany  other  fort,  the  cwt 1   iQ      1 

Siveett.  For  every  barrel,  confifling  of  thirty-one  gallons 
^nd  a  half  Eo^lifh  wine  meafure,  of  Iri(h  fwce^s,  or  other 
Irifti  liquor  made  ^  by  infufion,  fermcntatiort,  or  othcrwifc, 
from  fruit  or  fogar,  or  from  fruit  or  fugar  mixed  with  3ny 
other  materials  or  ingredients  whatfoever,  commonly  called 
fwects,  or  called  or  diftinguiihed  by  the  name  of  made  wines     2     8      d 

Tobacco  and  Snuff.  For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois 
of  unmanufadured  tobacco,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  Ire*  1 

land,  over  and  above  any  duty  of  cuHoms 0     1      1 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irilh  mani!ifad)ured 
ll^ort  cut  tobacco,  or  tobacco  manufadlured  into  what  is  com-- 
roonly  called  or  known  bv  the  name  of  Spanilh /.  . .      0     1      7 

For  every  pound  weignt  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  manufadlured 
(hag  tobacco *.» 0     1      5jJ 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irilh  manufadured 
roll  tobacco \  .  . .      0     1      7 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  manufadured 
carrot  tobacco '. 0     1      5-J 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  every  other  fort  of 
IxiOi  manufactured  tobacco  not  herein-before  enumerated  or 
defcribed '.    0     i     7 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Iriih  manufafturcd 
rappee  fnuff 0     1     4^ 

Fox  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Inlh  manufaAurcd 
Scotch fnufF 0   ,1   loj 

Fore  very  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  manufactured 
brown  Scotch  fnufF 0     1     8  ^ 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  manufactured 
lobacco  ftsdk  flour 0     1     9 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  every  other  fort  or 
kind  of  Irifh  jnanufaCtured  fnufF,  or  fnuff  work,  not  herein* 
before  enumerated  or  defcribed 0     1    i  o|- 

Tobaccounmanufadturcd,  the  pound 0    0-  ()»% 

Verjuice,  For  every  hogfhead,  confifling  of  fixty* three 
gallons  Englifh  wine  meafure,  of  Irifh  verjuice 0     7     8 

Vinegar,  For  every  barrel,  confifling  of  tliirty-four  gallons 
Englifh  beer  meafure,  of  Irifh  vinegar 0J2     8| 

kVire,     For  every  ounce  troy  weight  of  Irifh  gilt  wire^. ,    O     0     9^ 

For  every  ounce  troy  of  Irifh  filver  wire 0  - P     7 

Forever}' pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  gold  thread, 
gold  lace,  or  gold  fringe,  made  of  plate  wire,  fpun  upon  filk  ..078 

For  every  poimd  weight  avoirdupois  of  Irifh  filver  thread, 
filver  lace,  or  filver  fringe,  made  of  plate  wire  fpun  upon  filk . .     0  6     t) 

Ordered,  That  a  meffage  be  fetit  to  the  I/)rds  to  communicate 
to  their  Lordfhips  the  faid  refojution,  and  that  their  Lordfhips 
concurrence  be  defired  thereto. 

Ordercdr  alfo.  That  Mr.  Douglas  do  carry  the  faid  mcfTage  and 
rcfoluiion  to  the  Lords. 


WAt  •S^     ,  DlBATfi*.  ef 

* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  movti  the  or<ter  of  the  day  for  tM 
Houfe  to  go  into  a  Committ^  of  fupply  ;  which  being  read,  .-h# 
moved,  <<  That  the  treaty  betv^n  His  Britannic  Majefty  and  the 
Elector  Palatine  of  Bavaria  ibould  be  referred  to  the  faid  Com? 
mittee  ;  and  alfo  that  the  efli  mates  prefented  (o\the  Houfe  01^  laift 
Fridayi  would  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee,  which  weMI 
i^eed  to. 

The  Hobfe  then  refolved  into  a  Committee  of  fupply. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  (aid,  that  he  had  the  fatUfadKon  to  irr-* 
form  the  Committte,  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  now  before  thfni 
were  more  economical  than  any  other  that  we  were  able  to  make. 
He  wouldT  not  detain  their  attention  longer,  but  move,  "Thatii 
fum  not  exceeding  566,6881.  (hould  be  granted  to  His  Majcfty 
40  defray  the  expences  of  the  1 2,000  troops  engaged  of  the  Elidot 
4)f  Bavaria,  for  the  fervicc  of  His  Britannic  Majefty.*' 

Mr.  TIERNEY  thought  himfdfjuftified  In  calling  on  thfe  right 
honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  fome  explanation 
refpefiing  our  connections  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  Prom 
the  very  advanced  ftate  of  the  campaign,  it  muft  feem  firange  that 
iRre  (hould  be  carrying  on  war,  and  voting  fubfidies,  witi^out  know« 
!ng  either  the  grounds  or  expe<5lation$  of  fuch  meaftires.  He  did 
not  mean  to  pufh  that  queftion  now  ;  but  he  wiflied  to  exprefs  his 
defire  of  information  on  the  fuhjV(f\,  and  hoped  that  after  the  holi-» 
days,  at  an  early  day,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
ready  to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  f<itisfa<9ion  of  the  Houfe.  We 
^  were  now  voting  a  fpecific  fum  as  a  fubfidy,  and  we  had  already 
voted  a  fum  of  500,0001.  on  credit  towards  fubfidies  :  he  would 
wifli  tp  know,  whertier,  of  the  500,0001.  any  part  was  to  be  paid 
lo  the  Ruffians ;  becaufe,  ^  from  the  ftateipent  of  the  unfunded 
debt,  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  45,000  Ruflians  engaged  in  the 
ferviceof  this  country.  .He  wifbed  to  know  whether  the  500,0001. 
was  to  be  applied  to  any  of  the  treaties  of  the  laft  year,  as  he  in* 
tended  to  m6ve  for  certain  outftanding  accounts. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PiTT  faid,  that  he  had  Ihted  on  a  former  oc- 
cation,  that  he  would  early  after  the  holidays  be  enabled  to  give 
«very  explanation  on  that  fubjefi,  and  hof^  that  it  would  be  on 
a  very  early  day  in  his  power  to  fulfil  that  promife.  On  the  vote 
of  5oo,0Qol.  he  had  to  inform  the  honourable  .gentleman  (Mr« 
'  Tierney)  that  it  was  voted  on  the  general  principle  of  being  ap* 
plied  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  beft  enable  His  MajeAy  to  get  all 
the  neceiTary  aid  againft  the  common  enemy*  He  would  not  enter 
on  the  detail  of  this,  as  it  would  fhortly  come  in  due  form  befove 
the  Houfe.    0«  the  Ruffians,  ht  faid  be  would  jufl  ftale,  thatfiMM 
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fi^ns  of  money  will  beduelD  mem  when  tbey  cone  into  our 
iMid  that  would  be  (bled  in  due  time. 

Mr«  TIERNEY  Aid,  that  he  was  not  fittbfied  with  the  expla- , 
itaHion  of  the  Rtg^  Honourable  Gentleman,  who  iaid  that  what« 
tver  tbeobj^  may  be  he  would  produce  a  fomething  like  a  treaty 
«rith  the  Emperor^  He  (Mr«  Tiemey)  had  Hlfo  to  inquire  after 
the  fum  of  i  y6oo,oool.  of  whidi  the  Emperor  got  pofleffion  about 
two  years  pgp^  for  no  duty  then  done  by  him,  and  of  which  there 
WW  no  account  finoe  made.  He  hoped  for  the  very  early  day  the 
R^ght  Honourable  Gentkman  mentioned,  to  difculs  this  bufinefs  of 
thCvEmperor,  and  lo  have  an  explanati&n  for  voting  away  the  pub- 
lic money. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  laid,  that  the  debt  alluded  to  by  die  Ho- 
nourable Gentleman  was  acknowledged  as  for  this  year ;  and  on  the 
fiibjefi  of  a  treaty  he  did  not  deny  that  there  would  be  a  treaty  ;  but 
be  laid  thst  it  would  not  be  in  readinefs  at  fo  early  a  period  as  that 
mentioned  by  him,  as  there  muft  be  fome  time  for  its  ratification  ; 
but  the  Houfe  fliould,  he  laid,  have;  a  full  account  of  the  engage* 
inentB  eqiered  intoby  his  Majefly  with  the  Emperor,  though  they 
ooidd  not  be  fo  inmiediately  ratified. 

The  Houfe  w^  refumed,  and  the  Rqmrt  was  ordered  to  be  re* 
6oved  to-moiTOw. 

A  meiSige  was  brought  from  the  Lords,  by  Mr.  Holford  and 
Mr.  Graves,  That  the  Lords  had  agreed  to  tb^  refolution  of  thit 
Houfe  relative  to  the  countervailing  duties  to  be  paid  on  importatioii 
from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  after  the  union  of  the  two  king- 
doms, on  the  feveral  articles  enumerated  in  the  fcheduk,  No.  i  •  A^  - 
annexed  Ip  the  6th  article  of  the  Union  between  the  bid  kingdoms, 
and  have  alfo  sigreed  to  an  addrds-  to  his  Majefly  therci^xxi,  to 
whidi  tl^  defire  the  concurrence  of  this  l^oufe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved  that  the  addrefs  Ihould  be 
read ;  which  being  done,  he  moved  that  it  (hould  be  read  a  feoond 

ttm^. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  BIRD  objeaed  to  the  fchcdule  of  coun- 
tervailing duties,  as  highly difadvantageous  to  the  interefts  of  Great 
Britain^  He  took  notice  of  the  arguments  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  in  which  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  contended  tb^t  a  country 
old,  in  maoiifafiures,  could  underfell  one  whofe  manufadlures  were 
in  their  infancy,  even  though  the  price  of  labour  was  higher  th^p 
the  old  one,  and  this  on  account  of  its  fupcrior  capital  and  IkilK 
This,  Aough  truein  general,  he  (Mr.  Bird)  faid,  was  liable  to  ex-* ' 
eeptions,  and  infianced  it  ii\  the  cafe  of  the  Spitalfield&  manijifac-> 
'iNieiVj^  irbo  went  <lown  to  Sootiand^  canied  on  their  tradci  and  " 
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vere  foon  cmMed  to  ooderfell  die  Sphalficlds  weavers  in  didr  own 
inarket.  This  ccmfidenition  would,  he  hoped,  induce  the  Chaiv 
seller  of  the  Exchequer  to  confider  what  they  were  about,  as  he 
(Mr., Bird)  had  no  idea  of  this  kind  of  liberality.  He  then  made 
ibme  comparative  calculations  to  prove  this  difadvantage,  and  de* 
prccated  the  adopting  of  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  refojutions  were  "already 
agreed  upon,  though  it  was  natural  for  the  Honoumble  Gentleman 
to  exprefs  his  anxiety  on  a  fubje£l  of  which  he  had  taken  up  fuch 
an  o{)inion.  But  on  l)is  part,  he  iaid^  he  was  of  a  contrary  opwian ; 
he  thought  the  advantages  mutual,  and  fuch  as  would  oltimately 
turn. out  to  be  beneficial  to  both  kingdoms.  He  then  examined  the 
calculations  made  by  Mr.  Bird,  and  drew  a  different  conclufion. 

The  addrefs  was  then  read  a  fecund  time,  and  it  was 

Kefolved,  That  this  Houfc  doth  agree  with  the  Lords  ip  the 
faid  addrcfs  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty ;  and  that  the  blank 
therein  be  filled  up  with  the  words  **  and  Commons.** 

Ordered,  That  a  mefiag^  be  f^pnt  to  the  Lords,  to  acquaint  their 
Lordfhips  that  this  Houfe  hath  agreed  to  ^e  addfefs  to  which  the 
Lords  defired  the  concurrence  of  this  Houfe,  and  have  filled  up  the 
blank  therein  with  {he  words  **  and  Commons.'*' 

Ordered  alfo,  That  Mr.  Douglas  do  carry  the  (aid'meflage. 

The  addrefs,  when  filled  up,  was  as  follows : 

** '  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
^  We,  your  Majefty *s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjcAs,  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  Parliainent  aflemblcd^ 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Majefty  a  fiatemcnt  of  the  countervail* 
ing  duties  which  we  have  agreed  upon  as  neceflary  to  be  impofed 
on  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufa6lureof  Ireland,  imported 
into  Great  Britain  ;  which  we  humbly  requeft  your  Majefly  will 
communicate  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  of  Ireland|  for  their, 
concurrence.*' 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  the  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Supply  of  laft  Friday,  voting  the  fum  of  41,400!.  as  a  competifii* 
tion  for  the  owners  of  the  (hips  the  Aurora,  the  Ment^,  and  the 
Lark,  for  the  lofs  of  their  (hips,  burned  by  order»  as  infeded*  at 
Mogadore  ;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  MASTER  of  the  ROLLS  faid,  that  he  underftood  a  bill  was 
brought  down  to  the  Houfe  which  made  a  great  noife,  and  on  which 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  at  prefent,  farther  than  to  propofe 
that  it  Ihould  be  read  a  firft  time,  and  printed  before  it  fliould  be 
read  a  fecond  time ;  he  would  therefore  move,  **  That  the  Bill  for 
the  more  cfie^iual  punUhing  of  adultery  be  m%v  rod.'* 
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•  .  Mr.  BOUVERIE  rofe  aind  fairf;  that  lie  did  notknoir  whethflr 

f  X 

Ai$  T^as  the  titnc  tp  oppofe-*-  <         v 

He  was  goiiig  to  proceed,  when 

The' SPEAKER  informed  htm,  that  the  Houfe  did  not  know 
what  the  Bill  contained,  and^  had  no  tneans  of  knowing  it  until  it 
was  read  ;  and  therefore  there  was  a  nrcelTity  that  it  (bould  l>e  read 
K  firft  time,  xivhtch  was  agreed  jto.  The  Speaker  then  read  the  re- 
ii)c<9ive  claufcs,  on  which  .    / 

The  MASTER  of  the  ROLLS  moved  that  it  fliould  be  read  tt 
fecond  time. 

Mr.  BOUVERIE  returned  thanks  to  the  Speaker  for  his  infor- 
mation, aiul  proceeded  in  obferving  that  the  contents  of  the  bill  were 
now  known  to  all.  His  objections  were  on  Parliatn(;ntary  grounds^ 
as  it  went  to  limit  the  powers  of  the  Lrgiilature,  by  preventing  the 
bringing -in  a  bill  of  divorce  unlefs  under  the  terms  prefcribed  by 
this  bilL  He  knew  an  inftance  of  this  did  cxil),  but  it  waa  an 
overfight  of  the  Legiflature  to  have  fufl^red  fuch  a  bill  to  pais.^-«« 
This  bill  too  prefumed  upon  fome  abufe  which  the  Legiflature  had 
made  of  its  powers  in  paflTmg  bills  of  divorce,  which  was  laid  to 
give  rife  to  this  new  regulation.  Was  that  the  cafe  ?  and  if  we 
were  not  judified  in  paiTmgfoch  bills,  let  us,  he  faid,  delegate  that 
power  to  fome  more  proper  tribunal.  But  why  we  (bould  put  it 
out  of  our  power  to  pafs  laws  on  bills  of  divorce  he  did  not  know, 
and  therefore  intended  to  oppofe  this  bill  in  every,  Aage,  and  to  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it  on  this  as  on  every  future  ftage. 

The  Master  of  the  rolls  fald,  that  this  was  the  firft  time 
he  had  known  a  bill  of  this  fort  oppofed  in  the  firft  inftance.  The 
leading  objedion,  he  perceived,  coniif^cd  in  its  making  that  a  mifde* 
meanour  which  before  was  an  adion  ;  the  other  point,  which  w^t 
to  prevent  the  adulterer  froih  intermarrying  with*  the  adultrefs,  was 
no  nraterial  objection  at  all.  He  appealed  then  to  the  experience 
of  the  Houfe  whether  it  was  not  ufual  to  read  fuch  a  bill  in  form 
once,  and  then  print  it  for  ^he  better  confideration  of  it,  and  not  in- 
con(ider2tely  throw  it  out,  as  no  bill  ever  was,  before  Gentlemen 
had  an  opportunity  of  giving  their  opinion  on  it. 

Sir  GILBERT  HEATHCOTEfaid,  that  he  had  read  all  the  dif- 
culiionson  it :--  [A  call  to  order.]— He  then  proceeded  to  fay,  that 
hb  would  give  it  all  the  oppofition  in  his  power ;  not  that  it  was  his 
idea  that  adultery  fliould  be  encouraged — he  would  wifli  to  fee  it 
checked  and  puniflied  ;  but  becaufe  it  transferred  the  right  of  pu- 
niftiing  from  the  Jury  to*the  Judges,  arming  them  with  new  and 
formidable  powers.  He  would  not  enter  further  on  the  fubjeft,  as 
it  was  not  ilow  propofcd  to  difcufs  it,  but  give  it  at  once  his  negative. 
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Mr.  ChanccTlor  PITT  rofc  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  aild  faid,  that  • 
die  Honourable  Gentleman  who  fpokc .  firl^  agatnft  it  affigned  no 
one  reafon  wh^  it  fhould  not  pafs.  The  arguments  went  by.  nq 
means  to  the  eflentials  of  the  bill|  the  making  a  mifdemeanour  of 
that  which  is  now  but  a  civil  trefpafs,  and  the  p^venting  the  par- 
ties from  marrying  again.  He  abftained  too  from  fhe.principley 
but  objc6led  to  one  particular  claufe  which  the  Lords  had  intro- 
duced, and  which  a  word  may  remove  in  the  Committee,  namely^ 
that  of  taking  away  the  right  of  appealing  to  the  Lcgiflature  for1>ilk 
of  divorce  linlefs  the  parties  had  complied  with 'the  provifions  of 
the  ad.  He  now  called  upon  Gentlemen  to  fay  m  hether  they  couU 
at  prefent  bc.competent  to  throw  out  fuch  a  bill  on  a  bare  firft  view« 
unleis  they  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  parties  under  the  aA 
(hould  be  permitted  to  marry  again,  or  that  the,y  thought  the  crime 
of  adultery  (hould  not  be  puni(hed  as  a  mifdemeanour. .  There 
were  a  variet)*  of  opinions  on  this  former  claufe,  and  many  too  from 
laudable  feelings  were  much  againft  it,  but  not  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
tp  prevent  a  difcuffion  of  it,  and  fuch  a  modification  as  may  effedlu- 
ally  provide  againft  a  growing  evil.  One  Honourable  Baronet  op- 
pofcd  its  form,,  and  another  Honourable  Gentleman  oppofcd  its  fub- 
ftance ;  he  agreed  with  his  Honourable  friend,  the  MaAer  of  the 
Rolls,  that  this  was  not  the  time  for  difcuffion.  ^*  Whoever 
thinks  it  a  matter  of  grave  confideration,  afFedting  the  fecurity  of 
public^  morals,  will  n6t  (hew  a  hafty  or  i^idignant  defire  to  rejcd  it, 
after  the  grave  and  mature  deliberation  it  has  undergpoe  in  another 
place.  Whether  viewed  on  the  grounds  of  protecting  the  public 
morals,  or  on  the  foundation  of  public  policy,  no  man  can  tn  a'  i*  as 
a  light  or  trivial  confideration,  nor  will  I,  under  fuch  canfivi. na- 
tion, ftifle  it  in  its  birth."  On  the  claufe  of  mikkmcanc  r,  lie  did 
not  think  any  man  could  objedt ;  the  other  claufe  {ortrle6  a  variety 
of  opinions,  fubjeft  to  the  modification  of  thofe  who  were  intc raited 
for  the  public  good.  On  the  whoje,  he  thought  the  benefits  would 
preponderate  in  favour  of  fociety  ;  and  that  whatever  de^ee  of  fe- 
vehcy  was  inflicted  on  the  few,  it  would  bp<'rate  beneficially  fof  the 
whole.  Did  the  qucftion  arife  on  the  fuifchngs  of  an  ihnoc^t  indi* 
vidual,  no  mnn  wtHild  hcfitate  to  balance  between  the  good  and  cvil{ 
but  when  the  law  was  made  to  a^  upon  oifending  individuals,  there 
was  no  man  who  did  not  iec  that -general  benefit  would  refult  from 
it.  In  orddr  to  eilimate  ju(\ly  fuch  a  regulation,  he  mud  balance 
between  all  thofe  whofe  innocence,  ^hofe  virtues,  and  whofe  cha* 
radlers  might  be  endangered  and  loft,  and  thofe  whofe  guilt  had 
been  dete6ted  and  proved,  andxonfider  the  prefervatton  of  the  for*, 
mer^clafs  as  dependent  upon  the  detcfiion  and  panilliaicnt  <of  the 
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^faltcr*  Be  could  not  fee  how  an^  man  couM  withhold  hk  aflfcnt 
Itmn  the  further  progrefs  of  the  bill,  unlers  fuch  a  man  was  anxious 
.  m  give  his  opinion  that  the  Legiflatiire  (hould  not  further  interfere, 
or  |W]r  further  regard  to  the  fecurity  of^  the  nfioraUof  the  country. 

Sr  a  HEATHCOTE  explained. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  admitted  that  fpme  regulations  fhoirtd  he 
B>ade  ;  but  th^Te  were  fb  opprcflive;  fo  unjuft,  that  the  mind  re> 
ndtcd  al  them.  He  denied  that  the  number  of  divorces  was  any 
fPDof  that  adiittcry  ))ad  increafetf :  this  proved  only  that  divorce 
KHft  were  now  more  frequently  pafled  than  formerly,  and  not  that 
adultery  was  more  frequently  committed.  He  objeded  to  making 
adultery  a  mifdemeanour,  but  not  to  punifhing  of  it  fevereTy.  He 
bad  other  objeAions  which  ted  him  to  objed  to  the  bill  in  foto,  unlcf^ 
it  were  fo  altered  as  to  leave  nothing  bat  the  preamble  behind. 

Tbe.ATTORNEY  GENERAL  pointed  out  the  propriety  of 
living  alijhe  protedion  imaginable  to  the  married  ftate  \  but  from 
the  impreflion  his  mind  had  receivedi  from  this  bill,  he  was  hoftile 
to  it ;  and  though  he  would  not  objed  to  entertain  it,  from  courtefy 
lo  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  yet  Jii  the  end  it  (bould  have  his 
full  and  decided  hrgntive. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  gave  his  affent  to  the  firft  part  of  the  bill, 
which  made  tlie  committing  of  adultery  a  mifdemeanour ;  but  the 
other  part,  which  went  to  prevent  the  parties  from  intermarrying, 
did  not, appear  to  him  likely  to  operate  the  efFcft,  and  doiibrcd  much 
swhcthcr  it  would  produce  its  intended  purpofe.  He  would  in  one 
fcfpeA  be  led  to  tcjt&y  and«in  another  to  retain  a  part ;  but  on  the 
main  point  would  referve  himfelf.  He  was  at  a  lofs  to  know  why 
any  gemleman  (hould  think  of  rejecting  the  bill  on  a  firft  view. 
Feeling  as  he  did  on  this  bill,  he  would  urge  thefe  proceedings  on, 
.not  througli  courtefy  to' the  other  Houfe,  but  through  courtefy  to 
the  fubjed  ;  from  a  refpedt  due  to  public  morals,  and  from  a  fenfe 
tvery  man  (hould  have  of  checking  the  growth  of  adultery.  It 
wns  to  proted  rhat  (Vate  which  is  the  inftitution  of  the  foundation  of 
focicty,  as  dcfcribed  by  our  firft  poet.  He  did  not  underftand  how 
hi:s  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Joll»ffe)couWrejcfl  the  bill ;  if  he  thought 
Ibmething  fhould  be  done,  the  bill  ihould  go  to  a  Committcw". 
Should  the  Houfe  rejcd  k,  the  reje^ion  would  go  to  this— ^f  wc 
may  not  do  fom^thing  by  penal  ftatute,^  we  (hall  do  nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  from  rcfpcd^  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  wiftted 
yi(\  to  entertain  and  difcufs  the  bill  ;  but  the'  impreftion  of  his  mind 
was  againft  it. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  fupported  the  bill  as  abfolutely  necelTary 
10^  check  (o  greait  and  growing  an  evil  by  Icgiflative  interference* 
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Sir  FRANCIS  BtfRDElT  JONES  did  not  believe  the  Iiill 
oAculated  to  obtain  the  ob/efi  it  aimed  at ;  for  it  feemed  io  faun 
calculated  rather  to  prevent  marriage  than  adultery. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  his  fcntiments  were  quiie  uiMfe- 
«dedy  and  therefore  he  was  not  prepared  to  ftop  the  bill  in  Umimg^ 
And  clofe  ihe4oor  agunft  difcuflion.  Whether  the  crime  of  adul- 
tery had  of  late  years  increafed,  did  not  feem  certain ;  for  the  ia- 
creafed  number  of  divorces  was  afecibed  by  many  gentlemen  «» 
other  caufes.  Neither  was  there  any  conc«irref)ce  of  opinion  as  Hi 
the. remedy  among  thofe  who  deemed  fome  new  laws  to  be  necet 
fary.  Some  thought  that  adultery  ought  to  be  made  a  mifdemeanor^ 
but  difapproved  of  the  clayfe'pvohibiting  the  intermarriage  of  die 
fpiXtj  parties ;  others  n^ntained  the  reverfc.  •  Spme  contended 
that  the  propofed  nieafure  would  efiibAually  anfwer  the  defired  pur*. 
pofe ;  others^  that  it  would  aggravate  the  evil  it  was  intended  li»  - 
remove.  When  he  Taw  gentlemen  of  great  talents  difler  fo  mato-' 
Itially  pn  a  fubjedi  of  fuch  great  importance»  he  could  not  but  own 
(hat  he  wUhed  for  nnore  information,  and  for  that  reafon  fluMsId 
vote  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fccond  time. 

Mr«  TIERNEY  faid,  he  (hould  give  the  fame  vote  as  his  Imw 
ttourable  friendj  and  for  the  fame  reafon.  ^ 

The  Houfe  dividcd^-for  the  motion,  1521— >^tnft  it,  38. 
Majority  114. 

Th0  bill  was  theni  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  read  a  fecond 
lime  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Chancelldr  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  wa» 
fi>r  the  Houie  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whok 
Hbufe,  on  the  bill  for  the  better  afcertaining  and  colleding  the  du* 
ties  granted  by  feveral  ads  pafled  in  the  laft  feCTions  of  Parliament, 
relating  to  the  duties  on  Income,  and  to  explain  and  amend  the 
(aid  ad« 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  accordingly.  , 

The  firft  two  claufes  bing  read  and  agreed  to ; 
Mr.  W.  SMITH  wiOicd  to  know  the  objcd  of  the  diird  claufe, 
in  requiring  that  perfons  (hould  diftinguifli  in  their  returns,  how 
much  of  their  income  arifes  from  trade,  jand  how  much  from  othcf 
finlices. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  faid,  it  mud  be  very  fatisiapiory  to  have 
the  proportion  of  the  public  burthen  which  fell*  on  the  contmeieial 
intsreft  clearly  afcertained. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH,  in  reply,  thought  the  diAin6tion  would  pro* 
duce  nothing  but  trouble  and  difclofure  ;  and  that  the  caofe  afligffcd 
VOOjinted  only  to  curiofity^  which  be  did  not  conceive  fuflkicnt* 
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.  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  fhe  income  from  oommerccwotikf 
not  be  made  public  i  aod  now  that  a  jealoofy  was  raifed  againft  the 
commercial  inccreft,  as  not  contributing  in  a  fair  proportion  with 
the  landed^  ic  became  an  obvious  policy  to  afcertain  how  much  was 
borne  by  each* 

Mr.  PEELE  feared  that  the  di(Hn6Kon  would  a6R>rd  an  opening 
lor  evafion ;  he  alfu  funded  that  landed  pit)perty  neceitarily  em- 
ployed in  cairying  on  trade  (hould  be  confidered  as  condituting  a 
part  of  mercantile  income. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  it  fufficiently  clear  that  it  was 
ib  intended. 

The  claufe  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  the  GhancellorH)f  the  Exchequer  had 
but  one  objeA  in  view,  which  was  to  make  the  tax  productive.  Novr 
hb  bad  two  objeds ;  the  one,  that  the  tax,  if  it  muft  continue,  (hould 
be  produdlive ;  the  other,  that  it  muA  be  juft,  and  not  jnconfiftcnt 
with  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed. — With  regard  to  himfelf,  he  paid 
laft  yes^r  more  than  he  was  bound  to  do ;  and  rather  than  fubjed 
himfelf  to  fuQh  rigorous  exaiSions  as  he  had  heard  were  once  in- 
*leiidedy  he  would  have  ps\id  Aill  more,  although  he  believed  he 
knew  of  fome  who  had  paid  lefs  than  diey  ought.     So  much  ibr 
the  ad):  of  laft  year.     Widi  regard  to  this  claufe,  it  was  drawn  with 
complete,  abfolute,  and  entire  ignorance  of  all  commercial  concerns 
whatever.     It  was  perfedly  nugatory  in  one  fenfe ;  it  would  create 
endlefs  difputes  in  anothe^.     It  called  not  only  on  a  man  to  give 
in  an  account  of  his  own  income,   but  alfo  of  the  income  of  his 
partner,  which  was  abfolutely  impoifible  in  many  qafes.     He  was 
himfelf  concerned  in  two  trades ;  in  the  one  he  had  four  partners- 
ID  the  other  he  had  two ;  and  he  knew  no  more  what  the  income 
Iras  of  either  of  his  partners  than  he  did  of  that  of  any  ipember 
of  that  Houfe,  nor  did  any  of  his  partners  know  any  thing  of  his 
incomeJ     He  knew  not  whether  they  gave  ic  in  on  an  average  of 
three  years,  or  on  the  produce  of  the  iaft  year.     He  had  no  means 
of  knowing  any  thing  upon  that  fubjed^,  and  he  (hould  not  expedt 
a  very  civil  anfwer  if  he  were  fo  impertinent  as  to  a(k  them  4]uef- 
dons  concermng  that  matter.     If  this  claufe  was  expelled  to  be 
tnforc<;d  without  a  penalty,  it  would  be  perfedlly  nugatory  ;  if  a 
penalty  ^as  to  attach  on  not  obeying  of  it,  it  was  quite  unjuft^-— 
Nugatory  in  the  firft  place,  uojuft  in  the  fecond,  ar^d  tibfolutely  im-* 
poflible  to  be  complied  with  in  the  third,  was  this  claufe,  and  thete- 
fcre  it  was  impoffible  that  the  Committee  (hould  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  the  honourable  gentleman  waspleafed 
Co  apply  fonoie  ftudioufly  hard  words^  againft  this  claufe^  and  (o  (ay  k 
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originated  in  entire  ignorance  <^  the  fubjeft  to  which  it  ftferred*  Now 
it  did  fo  happen  that  this  fubjefi  had  been  confidered  by  perfons 
who  underftood  it  as  well  as  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  appre- 
hended it  to  call  for  nothing  more  than  that  of  giving  in  the  names 
of  his  partners,  and  calling  on  each  of ,  them  to  make  a  return  for 
hifnfeify  and  that  thcf  (hould  all  go  before  the  (ame  CommiiTioncrSy 
and  alfo  to  defcribe  their  refidence.  — It  had  no  fuch  meaning  as 
that  of  calling  on  cAie  partner  to  anfwer  for  the  accuracy  of  the  re- 
turn of  another  ;  there  was  no  fuch  intention^  nor  did  the  grammar 
of  the  fentcnce  warrant  any  fuch  conAruflion. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  infixed  that  his  conflruaion  of  the  claufe 
was  right,  and  in  fupport  of  his  aiTertion  read  the  claufe. 

Mr.  ELLISON  expreffed  a  great  delire  that  the  bill  (hould  be 
as  clearly  worded  as  poflible,  and  complained  that  fome  modern 
adis  of  parliament  had  puzzled  the  Judges  in  their  endeavours  to 
make  out  their  fenfe.  He  was  jnclined  to  think,  and  fo  he  faid 
were  fome  others  with  whom  he  had  converfed  upon  the  fubjefty 
that  the  claufe  would  bear  the  conftru£lion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
her  who  oppofed  it.  . 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  if  no  perfon  were  compelled  to 
fiate  more  than  he  knew,  there  would  be  no  objedion  to  the  claufe. 
A  partner  might  certainly  know  whether  the  firm  to  which  j)e  be- 
longed, delivered  a  joint,  or  feparate  return ;  but  this  was  not  all 
which  was  required  of  him.  He  was  called  upon  to  ftate,  among 
other  things,  **  when  and  before  what  CommiiTioners  all  and  each 
of  his  partners  were,  or  was  afleflfed."  With  thofe  circumftances 
he  might  not  be  acquainted,  and  his  partners  might  refufe  to  fatisfy 
his  inj^uiries. 

The  claufe  was  then  amended  by  fubftitutihg  htm  or  her  infiead 
of  ihenif  or,  in  other  words,  by  permitting  each  partner  to  g«ve  ih  a 
fcj;>aratc  (latement  individually  for  himfelf.— This  wkis  agreed  to^ 
and  the  claufe  adopted. 

Mr.  PEELE  objefled  to  the  5th  claufe  in  its  prcfent  form^ 
requiring^that  X the  returns,  ^whether  joint  or  feparate,  (hould  be 
made  where  the  principal  partner  refides,  in  cafes  of  trade  carried 
,  ^bnin  divers  places.  The  claufe,  he  thought,  fo  worded  was  im-^ 
perfe£l ;  for  the  principal  partner  might  be  a  (leeping  partner,  re- 
(iding  at  a  diftance  from  the  feat  of  manufadlure ;  and  confequently 
the  return  would  be  made  to  a  fet  of  Commiffioners  who'might  know 
nothing  of  the  concern.  He  therefore  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  effect  that  the  return  (hould  be  made  to  the  CommifTioncrs  of 
the  place  where  the  principal  part  of  the  trade  was  carried  on. 

Vol.  XIL  D 
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This  produced  a  converfation  between  Mr.  Smithy  Mr.  Pede» 
Mr.  JeflfHes,  Mr.  Burdon,  Mr.  Elliftonj  and  Mr.  Pitt,  ^tKrerpe£l 
|o  the  place.     After  which 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofed,  as  the  mod  eomplete  amend-r 
fnentto  anfwerthe  ideas  of  all  parties,  thatinftead  of  **  divers/'  bo 
inferted  ^*  or  any  of  the  places  where  fuch  trade  is  carried  on,  which 
ihall  be  chofen  by  the  principal  partners,  or  if  thp  (hares  a^e 
equal,  >&:c." 

Sir  F.  BARING  did  not  fee  how  the  Comtniffioners,  In  cafe 
the  ftatement  returned  was  difapproved,  could  be  fatisfied  without 
the  produdlion  of  the  books ;  and  how  thefe  could  be  obtained  from 
the  different  places  of  trade,  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  them  before 
the  CdmmKIioners  of  the  place  where  the  return  was  made. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  approved  Mr.  Pitt's  amende 
ment,  which  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  objefled  t»  the  6th  daufe,  by  which  the 
receiver  was  not  fworn  to  fecrecy,  while  the  Commiffioners  who 
appointed  Kim  were. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  receiver  would  not  know  the 
amount  of  the  returns  to  the  Commercial  Commiflioners,  a&  thev 
would  be  done  by  letters  inftead  of  real  (ignatures, 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  put  a  cafe  of  only  two  men,'  of 
very  unequal  fituations  in  life,  making  returns  in  a  given  diftrid^. 
Though  one  return  might  be  ligned  A,  and  the  oihcr  B,  yet  the 
receiver  muft  know,  from  the  inequality  of  the  returns,  whom 
particularly  thofe  letters  fever^lly  meant.  It  w^s  at  length  agreed 
that  the  receiver  (hould  be  fworn  to  fccrecy  alfo. 

The  Houfe  came  now  to  the  7  th'  claufe,  which  provides,  the 
amount  below  which  no  pcrfon  (hall  be  entitled  to  appeal  to  the 
Commercial  Commiflioners  in  London. 

•  •  • 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  propofed  that  no  perfons  (hould 
co'me  before  the  Commercial  Commiflioners  ii\  London,  unlcfs  their 
profits  were  200I.  per  annum,  fo  that  they  paid  2ol.  Thefe  Com- 
miflfioners  were  to  be  fele6)ed  from  among  the  mofl  eminent  perfon$ 
in  trade,  and  for  that  reafon  had  not  much  fitnefs  to  judge  of  the 
concerns  of  inferior  tradefmcn.  But  he  was  anxious  to  have  it 
underflood  that  thofc  who  were  below  this  fum,  would  have  as 
much  attention  beflowed  on  their  cafe  as  thofe  of  a  higher  clafs  in 
opulence.  It  had  been  (uppofed  that  thofe  w)\o  were;  in  trade,  and 
whofe  income  was  below  this  fum,  would  not  have  that  income 
examined  in  the  fame  manner,  norha^^e  the  fame  fccurity  forjuft 
aflcflmcnt-or  fecrecy  as  tliofe  above  them ;  the  truth  was,  they  would 
have  the  (aine  fpcurity  and  the  foir.e  fecrecy  as  thofe  of  a  higher 
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dafs,  only  their. returns  would  be  made  to  petfons  more  able  than 
great  merchants  were  to  underftartd  their  concerns- 
Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid»  he  did  not  believe  that  thu  objefis  the 
Chancellor  of  th^  Exchequer  had  in  view  by  this  claufe  would  be 
'  anfwered  by  it ;  he  apprehended  it  would  produce  much  inconveni* 
ence.— -As  the  right  honourable  gentlemen  Aated  this  claufe,  it  was 
plain  enough ;  but  it  might  happen  that  the  firft  merchant  in  th« 
city  of  London  might  go  this  year  before  the  Commercial  Com« 
roiffioners,  and  next*  vear  before  the  Common  Commiffioners :  the 
trade  of  a  merchant  did  not  always  yield  a  profit ;  it  was  (bme- 
times  attended  with  a  lofs,  and  then  the  merchant  would  not  pay 
20I.  a  year.--'— Another  cafe  might  happen  :  a  perfon  who  is  not 
now  to  be  entitled  to  go  before  the  Commercial  Commiflioners^ 
becaufe  he  does  not  this  year  pay  aoh  mny  next  year  have  great 
profits  from  his  trade,  and  pay  more  than  that  fum,  aiid  therefore! 
he  ought  to  come  under  the  diftinAion  of  /  the  higher  clafs ;  but 
here  was  no  provifion  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  line  muftbe  drawn  fomewbere^ 
aild  the  queftion  was,  whether  the  amount  of  the  property  was  th6 
bed  criterion  on  the  line  of  trade  in  which  a  perfon  was  employed } 
Now,  with  all  that  he  had  heard  upon  the  fubjedi^  and  all  that  h^ 
had  been  able  to  think  upon  the  fubjed,  he  thought  the  amount  of 
the  iricome  was  the  beft  criterion  :  it  was  not  a  very  eafy  thing  to 
make  a  clear  diftindion  between  a  wholefale  and  a  retail  dealer  in 
trade ;  thiit  was,  he  meant  tofay>  it  was  not  eafy  to  make  an  exaft 
legal  diftindion  between  them :  but  the  cafe  put  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  extremely  improbable.  The  extreme  fluduation  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  would  mod  likely  make 
^rfons  fubjcA  to  it,  make  their  return,  not  upon  the  income  of  a 
fingle  year^  but, on  an  average  of  feveral  years;  and  in  that  view 
of  the  fubje6t  there  was  no  probability  that  a  merchant's  income 
would  be  reduced  below  the  2oot.  a  year,  foas  to  bring  him  below 
his  former  fcale  ;  but  after  all,  if  any  fuch  cafe  occurred,  there 
would  be  feciirity  for  fuch  perfon  to  have  an  equitable  afieiT- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to 
confider  thcfe  cafes  of  probable  reduSion  of  the  fcale  from  lofs  in 
trade  much  too  lightly.  .  There  was  a  clafs  of  perfons  to  whom 
this  obfervation  applied**he  meant  the  brewers,  who  had  fuftained 
very  large  and  heavy  loifcs,  from  the  late  extravagantly  high  price 
of  malt  and  hops. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  alfo  difapproved  of  the  claufe.  What  was 
the  avowed  objed  of  fending  perfons  in  trade>  whofe  gains  wci^e  not 
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above  a  certain  furrii  tcr  the  Commiflioners  for  the'general  parpoTea 
of*tbe  a£t  ?  It  had  been  faid  on  a  former  evening,  not  that  the  Com^f 
mercial  Commiflioners  of  London  and  its  vicinity,  having  too  much 
employment  in  that  capacity,  wanted  to  be  relieved  from  a  part  of 
the  trouble  ;  but  that  they  were  not  good  judges  of  the  affairs  of 
men  concerned  in  fmall  trades.  Thus  perfons  unaccuftomed  to 
trade^  for  the  Common  Commiflioners  were  ufually  of  that  deicrip- 
tion,  were  deemed  more  capable  of  aflefling  inferior  merchants  or 
traders  than  the  Commercial  Commiflioners,  who  were  generally 
fome  of  the  mbft  opulent  men  in  the  m^cantile  line.  To-day  a 
Commercial  Commiflioner  was  well  qualified  to  edimate  a  neigh-^ 
bouring  tradefman's  incoine;  but  to-morrow,  if  that  tradefman's  pro- 
fits funk  below  a  given  amount,  a  gentleman  totally  ignorant  of  all 
trade  was  blotter  fitted  (or  the  work.  This  was  very  ftrange  ;  he 
thought  alto,  that  the  changing  of  the  tribunal  ^before  which  a 
trader  appeared  led  to  a  difclofure  of  hfs  circumflances  which  might 
prove  .ruinous  to  his  credit;  neither  could  he  fee  why  the  claufe^ 
fuppofe  It  to  be  a  proper  one,  (hould  not  be  extended  to  Brifiol, 
Liverpool,  and  other  great  commercial  towns,  as  well  as  to  the  city 
of  London. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that,  from  the  comparative 
fmalinefs  of  thofe  places,  the  local  Commiflioners  would  be  able  to 
form  a  pretty  adequate  idea  of  the  circumflances  of  every  trader 
down  to  the  loweft  fliopkcepcr. 

On  the  fuggeftion  of  Sir  FRANCIS  BARING,  the  following 
words  were  added  as  an  amendment  to  the  claufe — "  and  fliall 
not  have  amounted  to  20I.  the  preceding  year."— -The  claufe  waa 
then  pafled. 

The  Committee  now  proceeded  through  the  8th,  9th,  i  oth, 
1  ith,  and  1 2th  claufes,  and  adopted  fome  verbal  amendments. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
1 3th  claufe,  which  diredls  "  the  Commercial  Commiflioners  and 
Commiflioners  for  general  purpofes,  to  tranfmit  to  the  Board  of 
Taxes  the  amount  of  income  aflcflicd  by  them,  as  arifing  from 
trade  or  manufadure  ;  and  the  amount  of  income  aflcfled  by  them 
as  arifing  from  any  other  fourcc  or  fources,  diftingui(hing  the  amount 
arifing  in  each  paififh  or  place."  He  faid  that,  to  afcertain  the 
amount  of  the  income  tax  paid  by  the  whole  commercial  prq)erty  of 
the  kingdom,  appeared  to  be  the  leading  objefl  of  all  the  regulations 
in  the  bill,  as  far  as  thty  related  to  trade  or  manufadurc  But  he 
hoped  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  infift  Upon 
iRoie  rhan  was  neceflary  for  that  purpofe.  Suppofe  a  manofadurer, 
a  clothier  for  inflance,  whofc  works  were  built  on  the  banks  of  fome 
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river ,'to  be  the  only  tradefman  in  a  parifh  ;  (the  examples  were  very 
numerous  ;)  if  the  amount  of  Income  ariling  in  each  parifli  or 
place,  difitnguifliing  commercial  from  other  income,  be  fent  to  the 
Board  of  Taxes,  together  with  alphabetical  lifts  containing  the  ' 
names,  defcription,  and  place  of  rcfidencc  of  every  perfon  aflefied 
through  chat  Board,  wliich  is  under  no  obligation  of  fecrecy,  this 
manufacturer's  aflTairs  might  be  foon  known  to  all  the  world.  Mr. 
Hobhoufe  wa9  going  to  move  that  the  words  *'diftinguiihii\g  the 
amount  arifing  in  each  parifh  or  place  "  fliould  be  left  out ;  when 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITTfaid,  he  had  intended  to  make  a  motion 
•f  the  faid  kind. — Agreed  to. 

The  two  next  claufes  were  agreed  to  with  a  few  verbal  alterations. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT^  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  next  claufe  (the  i6th),  dating  the   manner  in  which 
the  income  of  landlord  and  tenant  was  to  be  taken.     The  claufe 
ivas  in  lieu  of  the  fchedule  now  repealed  :  the  articles  which  it  em- 
braced were,  however,  the  fame,  but  the  proportion  would  vary.-— 
Gentlemen,  he  faid,  would  recollect,  that  la^  year  it  was  agreed  that 
tfie  profit  of  the  landlord  and  tenant  was  not  to  be  afcertauned  by  the 
amount  of  rent  bnl y,  but  of  the  aggregate  of  rent^  poor's  rates,  antf 
tithes.     Two  deduillions  were  then  allowed,  by  taking  away  onc- 
fburtb,  and  afcertaining  the  profit  at  a  half  of  the  remaining  3*4th8^ 
or  thereabouts.     This  mode  was  found  too  favourable  to  farmers^ 
many  of  whom  had  thereby  been  enabled  to  lower  themfelves  in  the 
leale  of  income  below  what  they  (hould  have  fairly  paid,  and  many  to 
reduce  themfelves  below  6ol.  fo  as  not  to  pay  any  thing  at  all.  The 
proportion  he  (hould  now  ftate  was,  that  if  fuch  aggregate  amount 
be  under  300L  a  year,  then  the  income  iball  be  taken  at  3-5tfas  of 
fuch  amount,  and  if  upwards,  then  at  3-4ths.     As,  however,  this 
was  a  general  proportion,  which  might  involve  a  particular  cafe  of 
hardfliipi  a  power  would  be  given  to  enter  into  a  view  of  the  fituation 
of  the  fiirmer  ;  and,  therefore,  he  fliould  make  a  provifo  to  enable 
the  farmer,  in  cafe  he  (hould  feel  himfelf  a^ieved,  to  make  out  a 
cafe  for  redrefs. 

Mr.  HARRISON  entered  into  a  calculation  to  (hew  that  the 
proportion  would  be  much  more  than  i  o  per  cent,  on  the  income  of 
the  farmer :  from  one  view  of  it,  he  infifted  he  would  pay  23I.  on 
X  20I.  and,  from  another,  at  the  rate  of  9s.  4d.  in  the  pound.  The 
confequence,  therefore,  would  be,  rhat  he  would  throw  up  his  farm, 
and.the  tax  would  fall  on  the  landlord.  It  would,  therelbre, 
amount  to  a  new  tax  upon  the  latter.  He  alfo  indanced  the  great 
hard(hip  which  it  would  impofe  oh  a  man  taking  a  longleafe  which 
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did  nor  yield  him  any  immediate  profit,  and  recommerided  that  th^ 
adtual  gain  (hould  be  the  meafureof  the  tax. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  contended  that  the  ineotne  of  the  farmef 
would  only  be  taxed  in  the  fame  proportion  as  that  of  other  defcrip* 
tion$  of  the  community  ;  the  only  qucdion  therefore  was,  whether 
he  (hould  pay  a  tenth  of  his  income,  or  lefs  ?  He  coold  ^ot  fee  why 
this  refpe<5>able  clafs  of  men  required  tnort  indulgence  than  any 
other.'  Where  the  tithes  and  other  parochial  rates  were  low,  then 
the  land  was  high  in  proportion,  and  vict  verja  ;  and  where  thtf. 
poor's  rates  were  increafed,  then  the  farmef  raifed  the  price  of  his  ar* 
tides  in  proportion;  the  one  therefore  (hould  be  fet  againft  tha 
other.  Should  a  cafe  occur,  where  the  farmer  ihould  be  difappointed 
in  his  fpeculations,  then  there  was  a  provifo  in  the  bill  which  gstve 
him  a  power  to  prove  the  rea}  amount  of  his  ineome^  and  to  bis 
alTeded  on  an  average  of  preceding  years^ 

.  Mr.  BASTARD  faid,  that  feveral  taxes  which  Ivere  adlually 
paid  by  land  owners  and  farmers,  were  not  included  in  the  number 
.fer  which  an  abatement  was  to  be  granted.  Pariflies  Were  oftett 
heavily  aflefled  for  the  rebuilding  of  churches  atid  bridges^  which. 
were  deftroyed  by  hurricanes  and  inundations.  They  were  very 
heavily  charged  for  the  making  and  repairing  of  highways  ;  and  the 
calling  out  of  the  militia  had  nearly  doubled  the  amount  of  the 
poor's  rates,  which  were  a  direS  contribution  to  Qovernment.  Thtf, 
lamd-holder,. therefore,  was  aflfefled  by  this  adl  for  income  which  he 
never  received.  The  landed  interefti  and  the  farmers  prticularlyi 
were  cruelly  opprefled.  He  would  take  the  inftance  of  a  farmer 
who  rented  twenty  acres  of  land,  at  151.  per  acre,  which  was  no  un- 
common price  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  other  great 
towns.  For  this  farm  he  would  pay  300I.  a  year  of  •  rent,  and 
would  be  fuppofed  to  make  a  clear  income  of  250I.  But  to  pay 
this  tax,  alone,  and  pay  his  landlord,  he  muft  make  by  thefe  twenty 
acres  550I.  a  year,  which  was  altogether  impofiible. 

Mr.  D.  RYDER  faid,  that  fome  criterion  was  neceflfaiy,  and 
that  he  was  confident  a  better  could  not  be  difcovered. 

Mr.  BASTARD  faid,  that  many  farmers  wi(hed  to  give  up 
their  leafes,  chat  they  mightbe  freed  from  the  intolerable  burthen  of 
podr*s  rates.  Yet  upon  thefe  poor's  ratesi  they  were  to  pay  an  ad'* 
ditionaltax. 

Mr.  VANSITTART  faid,  that  it  was  of  fmall  confequencc  to 
the  farmers  whether  the  poor's  rates,  were  high  or  low,  as  they  paid 
rent  to  their  landlords  in  proportion. 

Mr.  BUXTON  propofed,  that  the  poor's  rates  (hould  be  takqi 
«t  ^n  average  of  three  years  pait  \  as  the  farmers  would  be  very  un- 
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Curly  dealt  with>  were  thejr  afleffed  in  proportion  to  the  poor's  rates 
for  the  laft  year.  / 

•  Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  he  obferved  the  value  of  tithes  paid 
in  kind  was  to  be  taken.  He  would  be  gl^  to  know  how  that 
value  was  to  be  afcertained  ? 

Mr.  .Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  fame  method  was  adopted 
laft  year,  and  no  inconvenience  had  arifen  frofp  it.  Nothing  fufely 
could  be  eafier  than  to  afcertain  the  value  of  corn,  hay,  hops,  or  any 
pther  commodity.  ^ 

Mr.  ELLISON  faid,  the  tax,,  as  now  propofed,  was  to  be 
paid  both  by  the  landholder  and  the  farn^er  on  the  fame  income. 
The  laft  year  he  thought  bad  for  farmers. 

Mr.  HARRISON  faid,  it  was  a  new  land-tax,  and  would  caufe 
many  perfons  to  give  up  their  farms. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  there  were  two  queftions  for  the 
conlideration  of  the  Committee  ;  firft,  whether  the  mode  of  eOimat- 
ing  the  income  of  a  tenant  at  rack  rent,  which  was  certainly  the 
fame  as  that  adopted  laft'year',  were  the  beft  ;  and  fca)ndly,  whe- 
ther his  proportion  ought  to  be  incrcafed.  Upon  the  former  point 
he  (hould  not  enter,  becaufe  it  had  received  an  ample  difcuflion  ;  but 
upon  the  latter  he  could  not  avoid  faying  a  few  words.  I^ad  any 
reafon  been  aUegcd  for  laying  heavier  burdens  upon  the  farmers  i 
They  had  not  evaded  'the  tax,  but  had  confcientioufly  contributed 
all  which  had  been  demanded  of  them.  The  trading  part  of  the 
community  had  been  charged  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
with  not  paying  their  fair  proportion,  as  the  law  required  ;  and 
hence  he  had  brought  in  a  bill  the  other  day,  which  he  was  foon 
obliged  to  withdraw,  containing  the  fevereft  reftrid^ions  upon  the 
merchants,  giving  a  power  to  the  Comoiiflibners  to  fend  for  their 
clerks  aixi  books,  and  invitmg  informers  by  a  promife  of  reward. 
Finding  hi mfelf  defeated  in  this  plan  by  the  indignation  which  it 
raifed  in  the  country,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wifhcd  to 
make  the  farmers  pay  for  the  defalcations  of  the  merchants.  Their 
rate  of  afleflifnent  was  to  be  raifed — high  conftables,  conftables,  over* 
feers,  churchwardens,  ice.  were  to  be  fummoned  to  give  evidence 
$igainft  them  ;  out  the  clerks  of  merchants  were  nb  longer  fubjed 
CO  an  examination.  That  tax  muft  be  a  bad  tax  in  itfelf,  which 
muft  either  eredl  an  inquifirorial  power  not  to  be  endured  in  a  free 
pountry,  or  operate  unequally, and  unjuftly. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  not  to  be  inferred  from 
this  claufe  that  the  farmers  were  accufed  of  paying  unfairly  what 
was  demanded  of  them  y  but  that  the  affeflment  upon  them  made 
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^y  the  former  bill  .was  not  a  juft  proportion  of  what  they  ought  to 

pay.  '    . 

Mr.  BIDDULPH  faid>  that  the  ignorance  of  farmers*  which 
incapacitated  them  for  keeping  accounts,  was  made  the  ground  of 
fixing  a  rate  for  them  on  which  they  are  to  pay  the  tax  ;  but  it 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the  fame  ignorance,  if  it  really  exlds, 
alfo  incapacitates  them  for  making  appeals,  and  for  drawing  out 
fcbedules,  without  the  afliftance  of  aa  attorney,  which  would  render 
it  nece(&ry  for  him  to  lay  open  the  flate  of  all -his  affairs. 

Mr.  H.  BROWNE  faid,  that  at  all  events  there  could  be  no 
oppreflion,  as  the  propofed  criterion  was  only  prima  fade  evidence, 
and  by  making  an  appeal  every  one  would  have  juftice  done  to  him. 

Mr.  JONES  reprobated  the  claufe  as  unjuA  and  oppreifive. 
The  farmers,  he  believed,  had  paid  their  juft  proportion  ;  but  that 
the  mercantile  intereil  had  not  was  the  general  opinion  of  man, 
woman,  and  child  ;  nay,  he  would  a(k  whether  that  fact .  was  not 
^ftated  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  which  had  been .  withdrawn  ;  and 
why,  if  it  was.fo,  was  fome  provifion  not  introduced  into  this  bill  to 
remedy  the  evil  \ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  was  nothing  in  the  preamble 
0f  the  former  bill  which  charged  commercial  men  with  having 
evaded  the  tax  ;  it  only  ftated,  that  it  was  found  expedient  to  alter 
the  method  of  collediing  the  tax  upon  them.  He  Aill  approved  of 
the  regulations  for  this  purpofe  .propofed  by  that  }f\\\  \  but  the  ob* 
je<f)ions  to  them  were  found  Aronger  than  he  had  at  Bril  expeded, 
and  therefore  it  was  withdrawn.  He  was  fometimes  charged  by 
gcmlemen  with  being  arrogant  and  (irefumptuous,  and  fometimes  he 
was  hlamed  for  weakly  giving  up  his  own  opinion.  He  was  con-' 
Yinced,  that  a  man's  own,  judgment  muft  in  all  fuch  cafes  gbide  his 
condud.  Perhaps  there  never  was  any  Miniftcr  who  paid  lefs  at- 
tention to  popular  clamour  than  he  had  done,  yet  he  found  it  his 
duty  at  ail  times  to  attend  to  the  opinions  of  the  country  when  de- 
cidedly exprclfcd.  The  former  bill,  however,  contained  provifions 
relating  to -the  method  of  coUedting  the  tax  from  the  landed  as  well  as 
the  commercial  intcrefi,  and  therefore  the  charge  againft  that  bill 
was  in  a  great  meafure  unfounded. 

Mr.  JONl*  S,  without  charging  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
with  any  arrogance,  Oill  thought  his  own  ubfervations  concerning 
the  commercial  intereft  founded  in  juUice,  and  entitled  to  fome 
confidehiiiun.  Arrogance,  perhaps,  might  be  more  properly 
charged  Co  himfclf,  at  empting,  as  he  did,  to  difpute  a  point  with 
the  right  h(>nourabU  gCDclcman,  wlvo  could,  on  all  occaiions,  produce 
nineteen  words  to  the  d>^zen.     He  would  ftill,    hovccver,   repeat 
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that  thU  clatife  refpe^ing  the  farmers  Was  brought  in  to  make  up 
the  defalcations  of  the  commercial  intereA.  The  landed  intereft 
ivas  a  willing  horfe»  but  ought  not  to  be  pu(hed  too  far. 

Mr.  VANSITTART  faid,  that  the  former  would  be  very  much 
injured  by  e(Kma(ing  the  valueof  the  tithes  he  paid,  as  the  amount 
iMTOuld  be  greatcft  in  the  worft  years,  when  he  was  Icaft  able  to  con- 
tribute. He  would  therefore  move  as  an  amendment,  that  the  ave- 
Irage  fliould  be  taken  for  three  years  before  the  29th  of  September 
1799.  This  amendment  was  agreed  to.  He  then  moved,  that 
the  words  "  and  the  value  of  the  tithes  "  be  omitted. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  it  was  in  con- 
fcqucncc  of  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  farmers  themfclvcs,  that  a  cri- 
terion had  been  fixed  upon  by  which  they  (hould  pay  the  tax. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  Mr.  Vanfittart*s  motion,  that  the 
fentcnce  relative  to  tithes  (hould  be  left  out  of  the  claufe,  when 
there  were — For  it,  23  ;  Againftit,  88.     Majority,  65. 

The  words  obje^ed  to  were  ordered  therefore  to .  ftand  part  of 
the  claufe,  and  the  claufe,  as  amended,  was^adopted. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  moved  an  amendment  upon  the  claufe, 
iwhich  enabled  the  Commiflioners,  if  they  alTefled  a  perfon  to  a 
greater  amount  than  the  fum  delivered  in,  to  charge  him  double 
the  increafe.  iic  thought  it  improper  that  the  Commiflioners 
(hould  be  bound  by  no  other  rules  than  their  own  difcretion.  They 
might,  if  they  pleafcd,  fubjedl  a  man, ^  under  this  claufe^  to  a  pe- 
nalty for  an  omiiGon  in  his  ftatement  which  was  the  cfFcd  not  of 
fraud  but  of  error.  He  would  not  fay  that  Commiffioners  would 
be  guilty  of  fuch  grofs  mifcondufi ;  but  fuch  large  powers  ought  never 
to  be  entruded.  He  would  therefore  move,  that,  after  the  words 
*•  to  charge  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,"  be  inferted  "  upon  proof  that 
the  omiffion  in  his,  her,  or  their  ftatement  or  ftatementB  proceeded 
from  any  fraud,  cover,  art  or  contrivance  whatfoever." 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  and  Dr.  Laurence  objefied  to  the 
amendment,  becaufe  it  was  fcarcely  poflible  for  the  Commillioners 
to  prove  fraud. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  withdrew  his  amendment ;  but  faid,  that  he 
(hould  perhaps  make  an  alteration  in  it,  and  bring  it  forward  upon 
the  report. 

To  the  claufe  empowering  Com miflRoners,  if  diflafisfied  with 
any  fchedule,  to  prefcribe  a  new  form,  until  they  had  obtained  every' 
ifitbrmation  which  they  defired, 

Mr.  W.  Smith  and  Mr.  Hobhouse  warmly  objcfted,  as  being 
no  lefs  injurious  than  the  inquiiitorial  proceedings  under  the  bill 
which  had  been  withdrawn.  « 
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Upon  a  diVtfion,  the  daufe  vlis  carried  by  »  confiderable 
majority* 

The  other  daufea  were  then  gone  through,  and  the  Houfe  being 
refumed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 


II    I  h  I    I  H     I  I  fci  j  n    »  II      •  t  -         II      ill  1  I   I   t^li^itmi^tmm^mt^ 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

« 

Tuefday,  May  I7. 

Mr.  SYLVESTER  DOUGLAS,  attended  by  fcvcral  Mem- 
bers,  brought  up  a  meflage,  informing  their  Lordfhips  that  the 
Commons  had  concurred  in  their  addrefs  to  His  Majcfty  communi- 
cated ycflcrday  ;  which  being  received,  their  Lordfhips  ordered,  on 
the  motion  of  Lord  Auckland,  that  the  Lords  with  white  fiaves  be 
deputed  to  attend  His  Majefty,  to  learn  when  he  would  be  gra- 
ciOuOy  pleafed  to  receive  the  joint  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament. 

After  fome  routine  bulinefs  had  been  difpofed  of,  Mr.  Dou- 
glas, &c.  brought  up  a  fecond  communication  from  the  Commons, 
refpeding  certain  refolutions  agreed  upon  by  that  Houfe,  relative 
t9  other  Countervailing  duties  proper  to  be.  impofed  on  particular 
articles^  &c.  to  which  they  defired  the  concurrence  of  their  Lord- 
(hlps,  as  alfo  to  an  accompanying  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  upon  the 
occafion. 

The  refolution  and  addrefs  were  forthwith  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  and  agreed  to  by  their  Lordfhips :  'on  which  a  meflage  was  fent 
to  the  Commons  acquainting  them  with  the  fame,  and  the  Lords 
with  white  ftaves  ordered  to  attend  His  Majefty  refpedling  the  re« 
ceiving  the  addrefs. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TuefJay,  May  2'J. 

Mr.  Douglas  rrported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  '^  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  further  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  moft  gracious  meflfage  of  the  2d  day  of  April  laft,  communi- 
cating to  this  Houfe  the  refolutions  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  • 
Ireland  refpeding  a  Union  between  the  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  with  their  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  thereupon,*'  the  refolu- 
tion  which  the  Committee  had  direded  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ; , 
which  he  re^d  iahis  placei  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  table, 
where  the  fame  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hpqfe,  and  is  ai 
ioUows : 
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Refolvedf  That  the  following  duties  be  the  duties  apon  the  importa- 
tion into  Ireland^  of  the  artieles  of  the  growth^  produce^  or  manafaAure 
of  Great  Britain,  which  are  enunienited  in  Schedttle  No.  i .  B,  of  the  fixth 
Article  of  Union,  in  order  to  countervail  the  internal  duties^  and  duties 
upon  the  raw  material,  exiting  upon  the  like  articles,  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufa^ure  of  Ireland,  viz. 

Beer,  For  and  upon  every  barrel,  containing  8S  gallons, 
imported  from  Great  Britain ! £.0    4     6 

Gla/s  Bottles.     For  and  upon  each  reputed  quart 0     0     Oj^ 

Leather  unmaniifa^urcd.  For  and  upon  e^ch  pound  in 
every  hide  or  ikin,  or  piece  of  any  fuch  hide  or  flcin,  of  whitt 
kind  or  denomination  foever,  other  than  fuch  as  are  herein, 
after  mentioned  and  defcribed .0     0     1  • 

For  and  upon  each  hide  of  horfes,  mares,  or  geldings. .  .010 

For  and  upon  all  (kins  called  veal  ikins,  and  all  (kins  of 
hogs,  for  every  dozen  ikins  thereof,  and  after  the  fame  rate 
for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity 0     5     0 

For  and  upon  all  ikins  for  (hoes,  and  other  like  purpofes, 
and  all  Teal  (kins,  for  every  dos^  thereof,  and  after  the  fame 
rate  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity 0     8     6 

For  and  upon  all  ikins  for  bookbinders  ufe,  for  every 
dozen  thereof,  and  after  the  fame  rate  for  any  greater  or  Ids 
quantity 0     \\   Q 

For  and  upon  all  goat  (kins  tanned  with  ihumack,  or 
otherwife,  to  refemble  Spanifh  leather,  and  all  fheep  (kins 
tanned  for  roans,  being  after  the  nature  of  Spanifh  leather, 
for  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois 0     0     1 

For  and  upon  all  fheep  and  lamb  Ikins  tanned  for  gloves 
and  bafils,  for  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois,  and  fo  in 
proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity o     0     0\ 

Leather  dreifed  in  oil.  For  and  upon  every  hide  and  Ikin, 
and  piece  of  fuch  hide  and  ikin,  other  than  fuch  as  are  here- 
inafter mentioned  or  defcribed,  for  every  pound  weight  avoir- 
dupois   0     0     2 

For  and  upon  all  deer  (kins,  goat  ikins,  and  beaver  ikins, 
for  every  pound  weight  thereof  avoirdupois 0     0     S 

For  and  upon  all  calf  ikins,  for  every  pound  weight  thereof 
avoirdupois 0     0     S 

'For  and  upon  all  (heep  and' Iamb  ikins,  for  every  pound 
avoirdupois • 0     0     of 

Vellum  and  Parchment.  For  and  upon  every  dozen  Ikins 
of  vellum , ,...     0     0     6 

For  and  upon  every  dozen  ikins  of  parchment 0     0     S 

Leather  manufactured  into  goods  and  wares.  For  and  upon 
all  tanned  leather  manufa^ured  into  goods  and  wares,  whereof 
leather  is  the  moft  valuable  part,  the  following  duties,  viz. 

For  and  upon  every. pound  weight  avoixdupois  of  tanned 
leather  manufaAured,  and  aftually  made  into  goods  and 

£a 
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'  varesi  in  Great  Britain,  of  leather  onl/>  oc  of  whicH  leather 
m^kes  the  moft  valuable  part £,o     o     \ 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  tawed 
*  ordrelTed  leather,  manij^a^red  and  adually  made  in  Great 
Britain,  of  leather  only,  or  of  which  leather  makes  the  moi^ 
valuable  part 0     0     l 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  buck 
anddecr  (kins,  and  elk  (kins,  dreiled  i(i  oil,  and  manufadtured 
into  goods  and  wares  in  Great  Britain,  of  leather  only,  or  of  - 
which  leather  makes  the  moft  valuable  part 0     0    9 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  Iheep 
^  and  lamb  ikins  drefTed  in  oil,  and  manufadtured  into  goods 
and  wares  in  Great  Britain,  of  leather  only,  or  of  which  lea- 
thcr  is  the  moft  valuable  part o.    o     0\ 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  all  other 
hides  iand  flcxns  not  herein-before  enumerated  or  defcribed, 
dreffed  in  oil,  and  manufactured  into  goods  and  wares  in 
Great  Britain,  of  leather  only,  or  of  which  leather  makes  the 
^loft  valuable  part 0     0     £ 

Faperi    For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of 
paper  fit  and  proper  for,  or  that  may  be  ufed  for,  or*  applied  • 
to,  theufes  orpurpofes  of  writing,  drawing,  or  printing,  or 
either  of  them,  and  all  elephant  paper,  and  all  cartridge  paper   0     0     9^ 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdilpois  of  all  coloured  paper^ 
and  whited  brown  papers,  other  than  and  except  elephant 
and  cartridge  papery  fit  or  proper  for  the  ufes  or  purpofes  of  / 

wrapping  up  goods,  and  not  fit  or  proper,  or  capable  of  be. 
ing  ufed  for  or  applied  to  the  ufes  or  purpofes  of  writings 
drawing,  and  printing,  or  either  of  them,  and  alfo  except 
paper  hangings .  .........*. i 0     0     I 

For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  brown  paper  fit 
and  proper  for  the  ufc  or  purpofe  of  wrapping  up  goods,  and 
not  fit  or  proper  or  capable  of  being  ufed  for,  or  applied  to, 
the  ufes  or  purpofes  of  writing  or  printing,  or  either  of 
them o     0     0  J 

For  and  upon  every  one  hundred  weight  of  glazed  paper 
for  clothiers  and  hor.prefFers,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  and  lefs  quantity 0     5     0 

For  and  upon  every  one  hundred  weight  of  pafteboard, 
millboard,  and  fcaleboard,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or'lefs  quantity . .' 0  10     0 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  every  fort  or  kind 
of  paper  not  herein.before  particularly  enumerated  or  de- 
fcribed, other  than  and  except  papers  commonly  called  and  . 
known  by  the  names  of  iheathing  paper  and  button  paper, 
or  button  board,  and  paper  hangings p     0     2{ 

Stained  Paper,  l*or  and  upon  every  fquare  yard  of 
printed,  painted,  or  ftained  paper  for  hangings  or  other  ufes, 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity o     0     I 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  of  books 
bound  or  unbound,  and  of  maps  or  prints,  whidi  (ball  be  im- 
ported  into  Ireland  from  Great  Bntaih. 0    0    t 
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• 

Cards*    For  and  upon  every  pack  of  printed,  painted,  or 
playing  cards  niade  or  manufa^ured  in  Great  Britain. .  j^«  0     1     # 
"  And  a  farther  duty  of  2|d.  per  pound  weight. 
Dice,     For  arid  upon  every  pair  of  dice  made  or  manu. 
fa^ured  in  Great  Britain 0  10    0 

Wnugbt  Plau,  For  and  upon  every  ounce  troy  weight 
of  gold  or  (ilver  plate,  which  fhall  be  wrought,  nuide,  or  nui« 
nufa«5hired  in  Great  Britain,  and  imported  into  Ireland ....     0     0    tf 

Silk  ManufaBure.  For  and  upon  alliilks,  being  of  thfl 
manufatlure  of  Great  Britain,  and  imported  dire^ly  from 
thence,  the  following  duties,  viz. 

For  and  upon  all  ribbands  and  duffs  of  filk  only,  for  every 
pound  weight  thereof,  containing  l  o  ounces 0     f     i. 

For  and  upon  all  filk  and  ribbands  of  filk  mixed  with  gold 
or  (ilver,  for  every  pound  weight  thereof,  containing  l6 
ounces 0    il     ^ 

For  and  upon  all  filk  ftockjngs,  filk  gloves,  filk  fringe» 
filk  laces,  ditching  and  fewing  filk,  for  every  pound  weight 
^ereof^  containing  1 6  ounces 0     |     ^ 

For  and  upon  all  manufa^ures  of  filk  oot  otherwife  enu- 
merated or  defcribed,  for  every  pound  weight  thereof,  con. 
taining  1 6  ounces 0     1     t 

For  and  upon  all  (luffs  of  filk  and  grogram  yaniy  the 
pound  weight,  containing  l6  ounces 0     0     6 

For  and  upon  all  (luffs  of  filk  mixed  with  incle  or  cotton, 
tfaepound  weight,  containing  1 6 ounces . . . . : 0     0     Q 

For  and  upon  all  ffutTs  of  filk  and  worfted  mixed,  the 
pound  weight,  containing  1 6  ounces 0     0     4 

For  and  upon  all  (luffs  of  filk  mixed  with  any  other  mate, 
rial,  the  pound  weight,  containing  1 6  ounces 0    0    6{ 

Spirits.  For  and  upon  eVery  gallon  of  fpirits,  being  of 
the  manu&Aure  of  Great  Britain,  and  imported  from  thencej 
aduty  of . .  . '. 0     %     7 

Sugar  J  refined,  of  the  manufa^re  of  Great  Britain,  and 
imported  diredly  from  thence,  the  following  duties,  viz. 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  baftards,  white  or  groondf 
the  hundred  weight,  containing  i  is  powids OI9     8 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  lumps,  the  hundred  weight, 
containing  1 12  pounds I   16  ip| 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  fingle  loaf  fugar,  the  hundred 
wd^t,  containing  1  is  pounds 1   I9     4 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  powdered  loaf  and  doable 
loaf,  the  hundred  weight,  containing  1 1 2.  pounds ^f     d,4 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  fugar  candy,  brown,  tlie  hun. 
dred  weight,  containing  1  le  pounds 1   16  I6 

For  and  upon  all  fugar  called  fugar  candy,  white,  the  huiu 
4red  weight,  containing  lis  pouras 9     f     4 

Foe  and  upon  all  fugar  refined,  of  any  other  fort,  the  hun- 
dred weight,  cbntaining  1 12  pounds t     2     4 

Siveets,  For  and  upon  every  barrel,  containing  39  gal- 
Jons  wine  meafure,  of  BritKh  fweets',  or  other  Briti(h  liquor 
made  by  infiifion,  fennentstion,  or  otherwife,  from  fruit  or  - 
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fugar,  or  from  fruit  azid  fug^r  mixed  with  any  other  mate- 
rial or  ingredients  whatfoevcr,  commonly  called  fweets,  or 
called  or  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  nuide  wines j^.  0  10     O 

For  and  upon  every  gallon  of  mead  or  metheglin. ...      0    .0     4 

For  and  upon  every  barrel,  containing  S 2  gallons,  of  ri- 
negar 0     S      O 

Tobacco  arid  Suuff.  For  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois 
of  unmanutaciured  tobacco  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  Great 
Britain,  over  and  above  any  duty  of  cufloms  now  payable ....  0     0      5 

For  and  upon  ever}'  pound  weight  of  Britifli  manufactured 
fliort  cut  tobacco,  and  tobacco  manufafl^red  into  what  is 
commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Spaniftx 0     1      O  /^ 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  Britifh  manufa^urod 
fhag  tobacco  cut 0     Oil 

For  and  upoQ  every  pound  weight  of  Britiih  mapufadured 
roll  tobacco . . .' 0     1     Oxi 

For  and  iijx>n  every  pound  weight  of  Britifh  manufactured 
carrot. tobacco 0     Oil 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  every  other  fort  of 
Britiih  manufadiired  tobacco  not  herein-before  enumerated 
or  defcribed 0     1     0^ 

For  and.uppQ  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois  cf  Britifh 
manufal^rcd  rappot  fnuff 0     0  lOj 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  Britifh  manufaAured 
fnuiFcalled  Scotch  fnutf . .    ; 0     1.  4 

For  and  upon  every  pound  weight  of  Britifh  manufaftured 
fnuff  called  crown  Scotch  fnuff .' 0     0     9  J 

For  a*nd  upon  eveiy  pound  weight  of  Britifh  manufadorcd 
ftalk  flour ; 0     1     5 

For  and  upon  cvxxy  pound  weight  of  every  fort  or  kind 
of  Britiili  mancifaiftured  fnuflT,  or  fnuff  work,  not  hercin^be-    . 
fore  enumerated  or  defcribed 1 0     1     4 

RcfoIvcd,'That  ah  addrcfs  be  prefentcd  to  HisMajcfty,  humbly 
begging  leave  to  lay  before  His  Majefty  a  (latement  of  the  Coun* 
tervailing  duties  which  wc  have  agreed  upon  as  ncceffary  to  be 
irnpofcd  on  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  imported  into  Ireland,  which  wc  humbly  requeft  His 
Majefty  will  communicate  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  of 
Ireland. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  the  faid 
addrefs. 

And  a  Comtnittee  was  appointed  accordingly  ;  who  withdrew 
immediately  into  the  Speajcer's  chamber. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  refolution  rcfpeiting  the  Countervailing 
duties,  together  with  the  fevcral  papers  which  were  yeftetdty  pre- 
fentcd to  the  Houfc  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  by  His 
Majefty's  command,  and  alfo  Hrs  Maje(ty*s  moft  gracious  meflage 
of  the  2d  day  of  April  Uft,  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 
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The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfdf  Into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Hoafe  upon  the  bill  for  more  effectually  chaig* 
ing  pabUc  accountants  with  the  payment  of  intere(l  being  no^  read. 
Ordered,  Thit  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  faid  Committeei  that 
they  have  power  to  make  pKoviikm  in  the  faid  biU  for  allowing  iii- 
tereft  to  public  accountants  upon  monies  afcertained  or  cleclarcd  to  be 
due  to  them* 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  the  faid  Committcse,  that 
they  have  power  to  make  provifion  in  the  faid  bill  for  more  effectually 
compelling  the  payment  of  balances  due  from  public  accountants 
employed  in  the  coUedion  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  now  reported  from  the  Conlmittec  ap- 
poMited  to  draw  up  an  addrefs  to  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  that 
the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  addrefs  accordingly,  which  they 
had  dtreded  htm  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  and  he  read  the  report 
in  his  [dace,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table,  where  the 
fame  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered,  That  a  meffage  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  to  communicate 
to  their  Lordfbips  the  faid  rcfolution  and  addrefs,  and  that  their 
Lordlhtps  concurrence  be  defined  thereto;  alfo. 

That  Mr.  Douglas  do  carry  the  faid  meffage,  together  with  the 
laid  rcfolution  and  addrefs,  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  Bragg E  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Income  tax  bill, 
with  the  amendments,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  brought  up  the  feveral  claufes,  which 
were  received  and  incorporated  with  the  bill. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
farmers,  at  the  bill  now  ftood,  were  not  charged  mote  than  theirjuft 
proportion  ;  but  as  they  could  only  be  relieved  by  giving  an  account 
of  their  income,  which  account  they  were  not  very  capable  of  keep- 
ing, he  would  rather  be  under  than  over  the  real  value  ;  and  there- 
fore he  would  move,  that  where  tenants  at  rack  rent  were  charged 
with  3-5ths  of  the  aggregate  amount,  they  fhould  only  pay  one- 
half  ;  and  where  they  were  aflclled  at  3*4ths,  the  rate  flioutd  be 
reduced  to  3-5ths. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  admitted  much  force  in 
the  obfervation,  and  would  readily  accede  to  the  amendments.-^ 
Adopted. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  he  had  yefterday  obje^ed  to  the 
ehufis  empowering  Commiffjoners  to  charge  pcrfotis  with  double 
tbdr  fufchar^.  He  had  then  propofed  an  amendment,  limit- 
ing tile  erercifc  of  that  power  to  fuch  cafes  only  in  which  they 
CMld  prove  fraud  or  cvafion.     That  amendment  had  not  received 
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the  approbation  of  the  Committee^  becaufe  it  would  be  very  difficult 
for  the  Commiflioners  to  furni(h  evidence  of  the  fraud.     That 
obfervation  appeared  to  him  fbrciblei  and  therefore  he  had  prepared 
another  amendmenti  throwing  the  onus  probandi  upon  the  party.   By 
^  the  words  of  the  bill|  as  they  now  (tood,  the  Commifiioners  might 
diarge  a  double  proportion  for  any  omiflion  in  a  (htementi  whether 
it  arofe  from  inadvertency,  midake,  or  defign.     In  an  extenfivcand 
complicated  concern,  even  a  careful  perfon  might  corpmit  an  ove^- 
fight.     So  great  a  latitude  of  powers  to  the  Commiflioners  he  coul  d 
not  approve,  and  therefore  he  would  move,  that,  after  the  words  '*  ta 
charge  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,"  be  inferted  "  unlcfs  he,  (he,  or  they 
ihould  make  it  appear  that  the  omiffion  in  his,  her>  or  their  ftate* 
ment  or  ftatements  did  not  proceed  frpm  any  fraud,  covin^'art  or 
contrivance  whatever. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  praifed  the  candour  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  but  thought  that  negleft  fhould  be  liable  to  the  p«na^lty 
as  well  as  fraud. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  was  avcrfe  to  the  large  powers 
given  to  the  Commidioners,  but  agreed  with  Mr.  Pitt  that  iregled 
ought  not  to  be  excufed.  Ho  therefore  propofed  to  add  to  Mr* 
Hobhoufe's  amendment  the  words,  ''  or  any  grofs  or  wilful  ne- 
gle6l."— Mr.  Hobhoufe  confented. — ^AgrCed  to. 

Mr.  W.  BOUVERIE  difapproving  highly  the  claufc  which 
authorifes  Commidioners  to  fend  for  new  fchedules  as  often  as  they 
choofe,  and,  by  prefcribing'the  form  of  them,  compel  the  party  to 
anfwer  every  kind  of  queftion  they  might  put  to  him,  propofed  an 
.  amendment,  the  obje£t  of  which  was  to  enable  the  Commiflioners  to 
fend  back  any  defe^ive  fchedule,  tuitil  it  was  CQrre<Sed,  and  made 
ftri^ly  conformable  to  the  fchedules  annexed  to  the  former  income 
ads. 

Mr.  W^  SMITH  fupported  this  amendment,  contending  ftrc- 
nuoufly.againft  fuch  an  innovation  in  the  former  ads,  and  fuch  an  ^ 
oppreffive  fcrutiny. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  maintained,  that  a  man  might  beobligedy 
as  the  law  now  Aood,  to  anfwer  any  queftions,  when  fummoned  to  . 
a  i;/W  7;0r^  examination  by  the  Commiflioners  ;  and  therefore*  4o 
inform  them  of  any  particular  in  writing  was  no  grievance. 

The  Attorney  General  fupported  the  fame  (idci  on  the . 
fame  grounds. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  againfi  the  propofed  amendment 
he  had  heard  but  one  argument,  which  was  ftarted  by  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  and  echoed  by  his  learned  friend  the  i\ttor'* 
ncy  Gen^ral^  namely^  that  the  party,  when  examined,  might  bf 


fnide*to  ^fwef  any  i}ueftiofns  fiigge^ed  by  the  CotnmiflTiondrsy  atid 
therefore  it  was  no  grievance  to  him  to  reply  in  writing  under  the 
form  of  aTcheduK  hither  than  attend  the  Commiflioners  in  perfon 
and  be  compelled  to  ahfwer  intterrogatorie^k  To  the(^  two  honour^ 
Sllble  gentlemen,  fince'  they  had  made  but  one  remark  between 
them,  he  would  reply  at  one  and  th<c  fame  time.  He  would  tell 
them  chat  they  were  incorredl  in  point  of  hQy  and  therefore  their 
inference  muft  fall  to  the  ground.  The  party  delivering  in  his  in^ 
come  could  not  be  <^omp^lIed  to  ahfwer  every  queftioh  which  wad 
put  to  him  ;  he  might  decline  to  reply,  and  demand  to  verify  his 
ftatemcnt  upon  oath,  at  the  ha^rdj  if  he  fwore  falfely,  of  fuifering 
ihc  pains  of  perjury.  How  theii  could  it  be  contended^  thar^  if  tht 
pATty  were  from  tirtte  to  time  compelled  to  give  anfwer  to  a  writteiA 
lift  of  qucftions^  he  was  called  upon  to  do  no  more  than  whdt  hap^ 
|)cned  to  him  Uik)n  his  examination  1)efbre  the  CommiiTioners  i 

With  rcfpcdi  to  the  amertdment  ptopofedi  he  would  give  it  hh 
fupport,  becauie  it  was  virtually  deftru£)ive  of  the  whole  claufe^ 
%rhich  the  honourable  gentletriad  had  betteir  have  moved  to  e^fe' 
from  the  bill.  What  were  the  powers  already  in  the  hands  of  the 
CommiflTioners  ?  Were  they  not  adequate  ?  •  If  the  CorhmilTidners 
were  diiTatisfied  with  a  fchediile,  they  niight  proceed  to  recover  4 
|>tfnalty.  Should  the  party  reftify  the  error  before  the  legal  prd- 
ceedtng  againft  him  was  coctimenced,  he  was  exempt  from  the  pe* 
nalty  ;-  if  it  (hould  have  been  commenced,  he  could  only  day  it  by  a 
certificate  ligncd  by  two  Commiflioners,  declaring  themfelves  fatis- 
*fied  that  rto  fraud  or  eVafion  was  intended.  Without  fuch  certifi* 
cate  the  penalty  was  enforced.  Could  it  then  be  faid  that  any  fre(h 
powers  werie  wanting  ?  But  if  the  law  wSls  not  fufHciently  ftrong^ 
:Would  it  be  right  to  arm  Commiflioners  with  fuch  arbitrary  powers  } 
What  were  the  moft  oflTenfive  parts  of  that  bill  which  had  beeil 
withdrawn  from  the  Houfe,  bet^ufe  it  had  excited  the  indigriatioA 
of  the  country  ?  That  the  books  of  a  merchant  might  be  invefti- 
gated,  his  clerks  examined,  and  all  his  private  aflairs  looked  intoi 
Would  not  all  thofe  parts  be  virtually  revived  }  Could  tiot  tht 
Gomihiflioners,  by  the  manner  of  drawiiig  up  a  new  fchedule  for  his 
fignature,  make  him  communicate  every  particular  of  his  concerns  I 
Could  they  not  compel  him  to  flate  what  he  gained  as  a  merchant^ 
what  as  underwrite^,  ^hat  as  broker,  What  by  (hipping,  Wliat  by 
detail  trade,  and  What  by  his  fpeculationsr  Could  they  not  <lra# 
from  hrni  the  nature  and  amount  of  his  debts^  and  the  very  namdi 
t>f  hisereditors.  Mrl  Hobhoufe  <ioncluded  with  faying,  that  bt 
<ould  never  confent  to  fur ni(h  the  Commiflioners  With  powers  Which 
woutd  in  fad  rewri  tliat  bHl  #bich  htd  fo*jufUy  provoked  th«  w^ 
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fcntmenC  of  the  nation,  and  which  the  rig^t  honourable  gentleman 
had  the  prudence  to  wifhdraw  from  the  ^oufe. 

Mr.  Bquvbrix's  amendment  was  negatived  without  adivifion  ; 
after  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propofed  that  die  bill, 
together  with  the  amendments,  (hould  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
niorrow,  if  ingrofled  by  that  time. 

Mr*  HOBHOUSEexpreffed  a  wifli  that  the  bill,  in  confequencc 
of  the  numeroitt  blanks  wtuch  had  been  filled  up,  the  many  amend- 
ments which  had  been  made,  and  the  variety  of  claufcs  whidi  had 
been  introdueed,  (bould  be  printed,  and  that  fome  little  time  (hould 
intervene  between  its  printing  and  third  reading. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  much  to  be  wiflied  th€ 
bill  lhou|dpafs  before  the  holidays,  and  did  not  think  that  it  was 
neceflafy  to  print  it. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  earneflly  pieiled  the  reprinting  of  the  bill, 
from  t|ie  confiderable  alterations  it  underwent,  and  propofed  Friday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  this  claufe  which  had  given  rife 
to  a  difference  of  opinion  was  in  thd  bill  from  the  beginning,  and 
thec^ore  he*  did  not  fee  the  neccflity  of  its  being  now  reprinted. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  he  took  it  for  granted  that  the  bill  would 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  anfwered,  he  ihould  have  no  objcdion,  on 
condition  that  if  printed  and  ready  to-morrow  it  fliould  be  read  a 
^   third  time  ;  if  not,  he  would  confent  to  defer  it  until  Friday. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (aid,  that  if  the  bill  could  be  printed  to- 
morrow, it  could  not  be  ready  for  delivery  to  the  members  until  juft 
*  before  (he  third  reading  was  propofed.  How  would  it  be  po(rible,  . 
he  afked,  immediately  to  enter  upon  the  difcu(fion  of  the^  new 
clau(es,  which  he  owned  he  had  not  attended  to,  prefuming»  like  his 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  W.  Smith),  that  the  printing  of  them  was 
'    matter  of  courfe  7 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  he  was  fure  the  honourable 
gentleman  ODuld  make  himfelf  matter  of  the  new  claufes  in  five 
minutes. 

idr.  H.  BROWNE  admitted  that  there  would  be  a  great  con- 
venience in  reviewing  the  bill,  tbotigh  it  was  important  that  it  (houhf 
be  fbrwaided  with  due  difpatch. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn  on  the  third  reading  for  to- 
morrow, and  fixed  ^r  Friday  next,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
reprimed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  ropoited  that  he  had  been  to  the  Lorda  with 
the  meflage. 

The  leport  of  the  i[efolutioB  from  the  Committee  of  Supply  oa 
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die  vote  of  5  66,6 8  8U  los*  for  defraying  the  cxpences  of  the 
11,000  troops  engaged  for  the  fervice  of  this  country  from  the 
Eledor  Palatine  of  Bavaria,  to  the  tft  of  April  iSoi,  was 
brought  upf  read,  and  agreed  to, 

.  The  Mafter  in  Chancery  brought  a  meflage  from  the   Lords, 
ftating,  that  their  Lord(hips  had  agreed  to  the;  reblutions  on  the  ' 
Counrervailing  Duties.     And  alio,  that  the  blank  in  the  Ad* 
drefs  to  His  Majelly  had  been  filled  up  with  the  words,  **  Lords 
Spiiitual  and  Temporal.'*     The  addrefs  was  as  follows : 

''  Moft  Graciour  Sovereign, 

**  WE  your  Majefty^s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament 
aflemblcd,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Your  Majefty  a  (latement  of 
the  Countervailing  Duties  which  wc  have  agreed  upon  as  neceffary 
to  be  impofed  on  articles  the  growth^  produce^  or  manufaAure  of 
Great  Britain  imported  into  Ireland ;  which  we  humbly  requeft 
Your  Majefty  will  communicate  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament 
of  Ireland,  for  their  conconeocc." 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wedmjdajy  May  a 8. 

New  writs  wefe  ordered  to  be  ifTued  for  the  elefiion  of  a'  Mem* 
ber  to  ferve  for  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Dundas,  who  fince  his  eledion  has  accepted  the  office  of 
Lord  Privy  Seal  in  Scotland ;  *  for  the  eledion  of  a  Member 
to  ferve  for  the  borough  of  the.Port  of  Rye,  in  the  room  of  Robert 
Dundas,  Eiq.  who  lince  his  eledion  has  accepted  the  office  of 
Keeper  of  the  Signet  in  Scotland. 

The  Lottery  Bill  wias  read  a  third  time ;  iirhen 
Mr.  HOBHOUSE  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  wasdelirous  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Houlc  to  the  37  th  claufe  of  the  bill,  commonly 
called  the  Vagrant  Claufe  ;  and  he  intended  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  it.  He  ihould  have  taken  this  fiep  in  an  earlier  fiage  of 
the  bulinefs ;  but  until  a  few  days  ago  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
grievance  which  he  now  wiflied  to  redrefs.  By  the  claufe  before, 
mentioned  the  Ma^ftrates,  upon  the  oath  of  any  informer,  that 
illegal  infurance^  were  carried  on  in  any  houfe  or  place,  were  enw 
powered  to  iifue  a  fpecial  warrant,  and  to  break  open  any  fuch 
houfe  or  placcj,^  by  day  or  by  night,  and  feite  and  apprehend  all 
f^ch  offenders,  and  commit  dicm  to  prifon  ai  rogues  and  vagabonds^  j 

Fa 
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That  oflTences  of  that  nature  (hould  be  punifhed,  and  tha€  ofl^nd- 
ers,  being  unlicenfcdy  and  having  no  fixed  place  of  refidence,  (houici 
be  liable  to  punifbment  as  r^guee  and  vagabonds,  he  was  not  in- 
clined to  difputc  :  but^that  a  licenfcd  lottery-office  keeper,  however 
refpedtable  his  charader,  whofe  place  of  abode  was  well  l^nown, 
and  w'ho  was  ready  to  anfwer  in  a  Court  of  Juftice  for  any  charge 
laid  againft  kiniy  fliould  be  liable  to  have  the  doors  of  his  houfe  burft 
open't>y  night,  and  his  property,  which  from  the  very  nature  of  his 
trade  muff  be  cpnfiderable,  (xpofed  to  great  ri(k,  was  a  hardihip 
of  which  there  was  great  reafon  to  complain,  Si^ch  a  power  in  the 
Magidrates  was  as  unconf^itutional  and  opprcfliv^,  as  it  was  unnc- 
ceffary.  Every  pcrfon,  before  he  could  obtain  a  licenfc,  was. 
obliged  to  fend  his  name  and  place  of  abode,  and  li,kewife  the 
names  and  refidences  of  two  refpefiable  and  rcfponfible  houfe* 
keepers  as  his  fecurities  to  the  Stamp  Office.  The  Infpcfloi;  of 
Securities  made  his  inquiries  into  their  characters,  and  reported  to 
the  Office.  If  the  Commiffioners  approved  of  the  charadcrs  and 
refponfibilify  of  the  three  perfons,  a  licenfe  was  granted,  and  a  bond 
of  I  cool,  entered  intp  for  the  due  performance  of  all  the  rules 
and  regulations  laid  down  iri  the  various  ads  of  Parliament  for  re- 
gulating lottery-pffice  keepers.  Independent  of  this  bond,  whicl^ 
by  jnifconduft  might  be  forfeited,  every  pcrfon  offending  againft 
the  a7th  Geo.  III.  was  fubjeft  to  a  penalty  of  50I.  for  every 
offence,  loft  his  licenfe,  and  was  liable  to  be  c^pias'd  for  5ool. 
9nd  held  to  hriih  Surely  fuch  precautions  and  fuch  periakies  were 
fufficiently  (Irong  for  guarding  againft  any  illicit  tranfadions  on  the 
part  of  the  licenfed  lottery-office  keepers.  The  Houfe,  perhaps, 
was  not  aware  of  the  mifchtevous  confequenccs  refulti^g  from  tbac 
claufe.  It  was  a  well  known  fa6t,  that  informers,  for  the  (ake  of 
extorting  money,  were  accuftomed  to  threaten  fome  of  the  moft 
refpcdable  office-keepers  with  making  oath  that  they  if^ere  guilty  of 
prad^ices  contrary  to  law  ;  and  thofe  gentlemen,  though  confcioug 
of  their  innocence,  chofe  rather  to  fubmit .  to  a  robbery  of  that 
l^ind,  than  fufFer  their  charaders  to  be  fufpeded,  and  undergo  the 
difgrace  of  a  public  examination  before  a^  Magiftrate.  The  li- 
cenfed lottery^office  keepers  cared  not  how  fcvere  the  penahies,  if 
thofe  in  exigence  were  deemed  infufficient,  were  made  againft 
illegal  infurance ;  but  they  hoped  that  they  ihould  no  longer  be 
plaCied  on  a  footing  with  thpfe  who  had  no  licenfe,  and  who,  having 
no  hgmes,  were  fubjed  to  little  coficroul ;  nor  be  liable  to  have 
their  houfefi  broke  open,  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  at  the  will  of 
every  worthlefs  informer.  Thus  much,  he  thought,  they  might 
Tcafonably  expert  ^  and  therefore  he  (bould  move  as  an  amendment^ 
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that  after  ths  words  f'  it  (hall  be  lawful  tolflwHJ  their  wanrant  for 
breaking  opeil  any  .bpofe  or  placCj"  thefe  words  be  inferted,  *^  not 
duly  liccored  to  fell  tickets  or  (hares/' 

Mr.  BR AGGE  oppofed  the  amendment,  on  the  grounds^  that  the 
claufe  ii)  its  full  extent  was  nece(rary  for  preventing'frauds ;  that  the 
enactment  of  this  claufe  was  known  by  tliofe  who  take  out  licenfes 
before  they  took  them  out ;  and  that  riQ  grievance  had  ever  bceti 
complained  of  in  confcquence  of  it  by  the  iicenfed  lottery-office 
luepcrs. '  He  allowed*  that  the  amendment  was  fpecious  at  /irft 
view,  but  hoped  that  this  would  not  induce  the  Houfe  to  agree  to 
what  he  was  convinced  would  be  produdlivc  of  highly  pernicjout 
Confequences  to  the  public. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  fupportcd  the  amendment. 
The  trade  was  under  great  rellraints  already ;  and  if  the  office* 
keepers  had  not  applied  to  Government^  the  reafon  might  be,  thatf 
knowing  how  much  they  Were  dependent  on  the  Minifler,  they* 
\i^ere  afraid  of  complaining.  But  was  it  not  enough  for  the  Houfa 
of  Commons  to  know  that  thofe  perfons  are  fqueezed  and  torturecf 
pndcr  the  prefent  claufe,  to  entitle  them  to  the  confideration  of  th9 
Houfe?  * 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  did  not  think  the  honour- 
able baronet  warranted  in  what  he  had  faid  of  Government.  Had 
ao  application  been  made,  he  did  not  doubt  but  it  would  have  been 
fully  attended  to,  and  any  juft  ^unds  of  complaint  removed* 
The  claufe  was  neceflfary  to^the  due  execution  of  the  law  ;  and  he 
would  a(ky  what  would  be  the  fecurity  againft  illicit  prad^iees  if  th« 
daufc  were  amended  as  the  honourable  Member  propofed  r  The 
expediency  of  the  claufe  would  be  further  felt,  if  in  reality  the 
keepers  of  Iicenfed  offices  carried  on  illicit  practices. 
,  Mr.  JONES  alTurcd  the  Houfe,  that  the  office- keepers  did  ap* 
ply  to  Government.  He  read  the  title  of  a  paper  prefented' by 
that  body  t6  Mr.  Rofe  :  in  anfwerto  which,  that  honourable  Mem- 
ber  appeared. t6  yield  fo  far  to  their  wilhes  as  to  promife  that  the 
daufe  (hould  be  reconfidered.  He  hoped  it  would  not,  therefore, 
be  preferved  in  thabill:  for  in  fa<^  it  was  littlo  ihort  of  giving  the 
Magiftrates  a' power  to  make  domiciliary  viiits. 

Mr.  BURTON  juftified  the  claufe.  If  Government  wa» 
$4>plied  to,  if  the  honourable  Member  (Mr.  Rofe}  then  abfent 
did  promife  that  the  claufe  (hould  be  re-conndered,  it  by  no  Qicnns 
followed  that  the  claufe  muft  be  abandoned.  He  did  not  doubt  but 
the  claufe  was  very  fully  confidered,  and  pre(erved,  becaufe,  after 
fuch  Coniideration,  thcneceffity  and  the  policy  of  it  were  feh  and 
acknowledged.     He  could  (iate  it  from  his  own  knowledge,  that 
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Mr.  Wlddiani,  Tvhen  in  the  magiihacy  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
town,  had  cafes  brought  before  him,  of  keeper^  of  licenfed  offices 
being  engaged  in  illicit  praAices  ;  fo  that  what  was  put  hypothett* 
cally  by  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  (the  Attorney  Gcnetal) 
capfted  in  fa&. 

Mr.'MAINWARING,  in  fupporting  the  chufe,  obferved,  that 
it  was  not  quite  jufl  towaids  the  authors  of  the  meafure  to  bring 
forward  fuch  aifnendments  in  their  abfence« 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  replied,  in  explanation,  that  fo  far  frooi 
having  brought  forward  his  amendment  unadvtfedly,  the  gentleman 
allu{lcd  to  knew,  for  two  or  three  days  paft,  that  it  was  his,  inten- 
tion to  propofe  it  in  fome  ftagc  of  the  bill ;  and  the  prefent  being 
the  only  opportunity  of  which  he  faw  it  poflible  to  avail  him* 
felf,  he  did  not  thmk  it  was  in  any  refpeA  inconiiftent  with 
bis  duty^  nor  with  all  proper  confideration  for  the  Members  of  Ad- 
noiniftration,  now  to  fubmit  his  amendments  to  the  Houfe.  He, 
however,  feeing  that  his  amendment  was  difapproved  by  the  Houfe, 
defired  to  withdraw  it ;  which  being  agreed  to  by  the  feconder,  it 
was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

The  bill  was  then  paflfed,  and  ordered  to  the  Lords* 
.    A  new  writ  ^as  ordered  to  be  iffued  for  the  eledion  of  a  Mem- 
ber to  ferve  for  the  borough  of  Tiverton,  in  the  county  of  Devon* 
in  the  room  of  the  Honourable  Dudley  Rider,  who  fince  his  elec- 
tion had  accepted  the  office  of  Trcafurerof  the  Navy. 

Mr*  DOUGLAS  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  conHder  of  fo  much  of  an  aft 
made  in  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  '*  An  A&  for 
<<  the  augmentation  of  the  falartes  of  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  in 
^*  Wcftminfter  Hall,  and  alfo  of  the  Lords  of  Seffion,  Lords  Com- 
*'  miflioners  of  Jufticiary,  and  Barons  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland  ; 
^'  m^d  for  enabling  His  Majeity  to  grant  annuities  to  perfons  in  cer- 
tain offices  in  the  fayl  Courts  of  Weftminfter  Hall,  on  their 
re%nation  of  their  refpedive  offices,"  as  relates  to  the  falaries  of 
the  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Court  of  Seffion,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
the  Lord  Juftice  Clerk,  the  Lords  of  Seffion,  Lords  Coromif-i 
fionets  of  Judiciary,  and  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Scotland* 
the  refoltttions  which  the  Committee  had  dire^d  him  to  report  to 
the  Houfe ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it 
in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  and  are  as  follow  : 

''  Refolved,  That  the  falaries  now  payable  to  tb^  Lord  Prefident 
of  the  Court  of  Seffioi^  the  Lord  Juftice  Clerk,  the  Lord  Chief 
Baroi^  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
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Juftidaiyy  and  the  Ordintiy  Lords  of  Seffion,  do  ceafe  and  dcta> 
mine. 

**  Refolvedy  That  His  Majefty  be  enabled  to  grant,  out  of  chc 
monies  that  (hall  arife  from  any  of  the  duties  and  revenues  payable 
Co  His  Majefty  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scodand,  the 
feveral  annuities  hereinafter  mentioned  to  the  Lords  of  Seffion, 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  Judiciary,  and  Bilrons  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  Scotland  ;  diat  is  to  fay,  totbe.Lord  Prefidentof  the 
Court  of  Seflion  for  the  time  being,  three  thoufand  pounds ;  to  each 
of  the  other  Lords  of  Seflion,  who  ihall  not  be  l»ord  Juftice  Clerk, 
sx  a  Lord  Commiflioner  of  Jufticiaiy  for  the  time  being,  twelve 
hundred  pounds :  to  the  Lord  Juftice  Clerk  for  the  time  being,  two 
thoufand  four  hundred  pounds ;  to  each  of  the  other  Lords  of  Scffioa 
who  (hall  be  Lords  Commiflioners  of  Jufticiary  for  the  time  being, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  pounds :  to  the  Lord  ChieC  Baton  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  fsr  the  time  being,  three  thoufand  pounds ; 
aiKl  to  each  of  the  other  Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  for  the 
time  being,  twelve  hundred  pounds. 

^<  Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  broqght  in  upon  the  (aid  Refiv 
lotions." 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday f  May  30. 

.  The  royal  aflfent  was  given,  by  commi(r]on,  to  the  Hackney- 
coach  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  Commutation  bills,  and  to 
twenty-eight  others,  which  were  chiefly  of  a  private  or'  local  de** 
fcription*  The  Lorda  CommiiTioners  on  this  occafion  were,  the 
Arphbifliop  dF  Canterbury,  the  Earl  of  Leicefler,  and  Lord  EldoQ 
(Speaker). 

The  Earl  of  Leicestfr  formally  reported  His  Maje(}y>  an* 
fwer  to  the  late  addrefles  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

<        Fridafp  May  30. 

New  writs  wer^  ordered  for  9  bur]^s^  to  ferve  in  Parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Andover,  in  the  room  of  George  Canning,  Efq. 
who  fioce  his  cIcAion  had  accept^  the  office  of  Jc^nt.  Pay maOer 
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of  His^  Maje%'s  Foices ;  and  for  the  borough  of  Penvytij  in  the 
room  of. Thomas  WalladCy  Efq.  he  having  accepted  the  otlioe  o^ 
one  of  the  CommUTioners  of  the  Board  of  Controul. 
'  In  confequence  of  a  meflage  from  the  Lords,  reqiicfling  the  ini'^ 
mediate  attendance  of  the  Houfe  to  hear  His  Majefly^s  cpmrntflTiofi 
iread»  the  Speaker,  with  the  Members,  went  up ;  and  having  re-^ 
turned^  he  reported  that  the  royal  aflent  had  been  given  by  com- 
fl\ifl[ion  to  the  Sugar  importation  duty  bill|  the  Hackney-coach  rate 
bill,  and  to  feveral  private  bills. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  reported,  that,  purfuant  to  th# 
order  of  Wednefday  laft,  Mn  Secretary  at  War,  the  Lord  Hawkcf** 
bury,  Mr.  Douglas,  and  himfelf,  sitrended  His  Majefty  ycfierdaf 
at  bis  palace  of  St.  James's,  with  the  Ldtd  Steward  of  the  hoofe^^ 
hpldy  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  houfehold,  from  the  Lord^' 
to  prefent  the  refolutions  and  addreffes  agreed  upoh  by  .both  JHoufes^ 
refptt£iing  a  Union  of  Great  Eritain  and  Ireland,  which  His  Ma- 
jcfiy  received  very  graciouily  ;.  and  that  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
'  fay,  that  he  Would,  without  delay |.  communicate  the  iame  to  hit 
Parliament  of  Ireland. 

Lord  GRANVILLE  LEVESON  GO WER  reported  from  thi 
Committee  appointed  to  coniider  of  giving  power  to  JuRices  of  thti 
Peace  for  the  more  eflPeflually  repairing  county  bridges,  and  to  re- 
port the  (ame,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  who  were  infl:ru<f^ed  to  confider  of  the  (teps  proper  to  be  taken 
previous  to  the  building  of  bridges  that  are  to  be  deemed  county 
bridges  ;  and  alio  to  confider  of  empowering  Juftices  of  the  Peace^ 
in  their  Quarter  Seflions^  to  alter  the  iituation  of  county  bridges^ 
and  to  widen  and  enlarge  the  fame,  and  the  toads  at  the  ends 
thereof;  and  who  were  Ukewife  inftru<9ed  to  confider  of  empowering 
JuAices  to  <Kre£l  adtions  to  be  brought,  in  the  name  of  the  clerk 
of  the  peace,  for  damages  done  to  county  bridges,  county  gaols^ 
bridewells,  and  other  county  works  :  that  the  Committee  had  con* 
fidepcd  the  niatters  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  feveral  refo- 
lutions, Which  they  had  diredied  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  table^  where 
the  fame  were  read,  and  are  as  follow : 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  th^, 
powers  given  by  the  different  (latutes  now  in  force  relative  to  thd 
the  repair  of  county  bridges,  are  in  fome  refpefls  defed^ive. 

Refoived,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee^  that  Hut. 
iurveyors  of  county  bridges,  appointed  by  Juftices  of  the  Peace  a(t 
fhett  General  Quarter  ScfTions,  (hould  have  the  fattie  powef  to 
fety  take/  and  earty  away  ftones^  gravelj  fandj  and  other  materialy^ 
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for  the  repair  of  toads  over  bridges^  and  the  roads  fbir  the  fpace  of 
three  hundred  feet  at  each  of  the  ends  thereofi  as  are  given  to  the 
furvcyors  of  highways  by  virtue  of  an  a£l  paffed  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prcfent  Majcfty,  making  fatisfadion  for  the 
damages  done  thereby^  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  dircdted  by  the 
faid  a£t» 

Refolvedy  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  General  Quarter  Scflions  Ihould  be  em- 
powered to  alter  the  iituation  of  county  bridges,  and  to  widen  and 
enlarge  the  fame^  and  the  roads  for  the  fpace  of  three  hundred  feet 
at  each  of  the  ends  thereof,  and  to  order  their  furveyor  to  ajgree  for 
the  recompence  to  be  made  for  the  ground  to  be  taken  for  thofe  pur- 
pofes  ;  and  if  the  faid  furveyor  cannot  agree  with  the  perfons,  bo- 
dies politic  or  corporate,  who  are  fcifcd  and  poffeiTed  of  fuch  ground* 
or  if  they  cannot  be  found,  or  (hall  refufe  to.  treat,  or  take  fuch 
recompence  as  (hall  be  offered  to  them  refpe^lively  by  fuch  furveyor^ 
then  the  faid  Juftices  (hall  have  power  to  impanncl  a  Jury  at  thci 
Quarter  SefTiods  to  aifefs  the  damages  to  be  given  and  recompence 
to  be  made  to  the  owners  and  others  interefied  in  the  faid  grounds, 
in  the  manner  direiSed  by  the  faid  a£t  of  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  4)refent  Majefty  in  refpc£l  to  the  widening  of  high* 
-ways  ;  and  if  the  Jury  (hall  give  a  verdtdl  for  more  money  that! 
y^zs  oflTered  by  the  faid  furveyor,  the  cods  of  the  proceedings  to  be 
paid  by  the  faid  furveyor  ;  but  if  the  Jury  (hall  give  a  verdici  for 
no  more  or  for  lefs  than  was  otTcrcd  by  the  furveyor,  then  the  coftft 
to  be  paid  by  the  perfon  or.  body  corporate  who  rcfufed  to  accept  the 
iatisfsd^ion  fo  offered  to  him  ;  and  that  on  payment  or  render  of  the 
money  fo  to  be  awarded,  on  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of 
the  peace,  if  the  party  entitled  to  receive  it  cannot  be  found,  or  (hall 
refufe  to  accept  it,  the  intereil  of  fuch  perfon  (hall  be  diverted  out 
of  him  ;  faving  ncverthelcfs  to  the  owner  of  the  ground  all  mines 
and  minerals  which  may  be  got  without  breaking  the'  ground,  and  . 
all  timber  and  wood  growing  on  fuch  ground. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  proviflon  (hould  be  made  for  compelling  fuch  furveyors 
Co  account  for  fuch  monies  as  may  be  received  and  di(burfed  by 
them,  and  (or  inHiding  penalties  in  the  cafe  of  negled^  of  duty. 

Mr.  DEVAYNES  obtained  leave  to  prefent  a  pciition  on  behalf 
of  certain  perfons  praying  to  be  incorporated  into  a  company  for 
the  manufadlurr  of  flour,  meal,  and  bread,  for  the  better  fupply  of 
the  metropolis. .  He  flated  the  prayer  of  the  petition  to  be,  that  the 
capital  of  the  propofed  company  might  be  extended  tQ  the  fum  of 
iao>oool. ;  the  (bare»tQ  be  in  number  4S00  ^  no  one  perfon  to 
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hold  more  than  40  (hares  af  25I.  each ;  to  be  empowered  to  bor- 
row money  not  exceeding  309O00L  and  to  contradl  debts  not  cx- 
ceeding\hat  amount. 

The  petition  was  prefcnted  accordinglyi  and  ordered  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  conHderntion  of  the  Committee  to  examine  and  report. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  moved  the  fccond  reading 
of  the  Adultery  Bill. 

Sir  GEORGE  DOUGLAS,  in  a  maiden  fpeech^  admitted 
that  great  credit  'was  due  to  the  go<id  intentions  of  the  noble  Lords 
who  had  brought  forward  this  bill,  with  a  view  to  guard  the.  morale 
of  the  people,  and  the  domcOic  happinefs  of  families.  At  the  fame 
time  there  appeared  to  him  Orong  oh/eSions  to  the  meafure.  He 
particularly  objeded  to  that  cUufe  which  affixed  the  punithmentof 
fine  and  imprifonment  to  the  party  who  was  often  the  leaft  guilty. 
That  which  went  to  prevent  the  guilty  parties  from  intermarrying 
met  with  his  approbation.  But  from  the  general  view  which  he 
vas  led  to  take  of  this  bill,  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  it  would 
induce  a  greater  evil  than  the  propofed  remedy  would  do  good  ;  it 
tended  in  his  opinion  to  make  this  crime  f^ill  more  injurious  to  the 
intercAs  of  fociety  than  as  the  law  now  flood.  There  were  two 
defcriptions  of  perfons  implicated  in  the  operation  of  thi$  bill ;  tbofe 
who  were  hurried  away  by  the  violence  of  their  pafiions,  and  per- 
fons who  might  ad  upon  a  more  deliberate  plan  of  fedudion.  For 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  he  was  led  to  believe  that  the  former 
conftituted  a  more  numerous  clafs  than  the  latter.  Let  the  Houfe 
look  at  the  efFe£l  of  this  bill  refpeSing  both  thcfe  defcriptions  of 
perfons.  With  refpe£l  to  the  former,  he  would  a(k  whether  this 
bill  would  lefien  the  number  of  delinquents  ?  The  woman  was 
fometimes  betrayed  by  her  feducer  under  a  promife  of  marriage  ;  (he 
lamented  her  mifcondud,  and  was  anxious  to  make  every  atone- 
ment in  her  power  to  fociety  by  the  purity  of  her  future  conduct ;  in. 
like  manner  the  man  who,  yielding  to  the  momentary  impulfe  of 
his  paflions,  contributed  to  the  ruin  of  female  chaftity,  might  wifli 
to  make  every  atonement  in  his  power,  by  marrying  the  perfon  un* 
guardedly  betrayed  ;  but  when  he  (bould  fee  by  this  bill  that  he  in^ 
volved  the  woman  in  ruin  and  infamy,  the  effcA  might  be  to  harden 
his  mifKl  againft  the  objcdof  his  unlawful  attachment,  and  to  divert 
his  mind  from  the  better  condud  which  he  ought  to  purfue,  and 
thus,  he  feared,  the  tendency  of  the  bill  was  to  produce  greater 
mifchief  than  it  could  cure.  There  were  perfons  unfortunate,  who 
yet  had  not  loft  all  fenfe  of  morality  and  virtue  :  by  this  bill  fuch 
perfons  would  be  entirely,  abandoned  ;  the  door  would  be  iht>t 
0gaioft  their  return  to  the  padis  vi  virtue  »  a  degice  of  defpair  would 


Mat  30.]  DEBATES.  43 

take  place,  and  the  unfonunate  female  mi^i  Hkus  be  involved  in  . 
the  (ate  of  common  and  abandoned  proftitures.     He  could  fuppofe 
the  cafe  of  the  daughter  of  a  refpeAable  family,  entering  the  world 
with  all  the  graces  to  adorn  her  chara6^er  and  Ration  in  fociety, 
young,  beautiful,    and  unexperienced   in  the  ways  of  vice,   yet  fe- 
duced  by  the  arts  of  a  dcfigning  man  under  promife  of  marriage. 
Was  it  fit,  he  would  afk,  that  this  young  unexperienced   female 
ihould  be  the  principal  fufFcrer,  whil(>  the  feduccr,   prohibited  ,by 
this  biU  from  making  her  the  only   reparation  in  his  power,  was 
driven  from  the  marriage  bed  to  the  polluted  coucli  of  fome  painted 
harlot  ?  And  was  it  right  that  this  man  (hould  be  fuiFered  to  clairti 
the  benefit  of  the  law  as  a  paflport   for   his  diflblutc  conduct  ? 
Without  fceking  to  diminilh  the  magnitude  of  her  crime,  Aill  It 
became  the  Legiflature  to   draw  a  line  of  diftindion  betwcei^  the 
female  fuch  as  he  had  defcribed,  and  the  abandoned  proftitute,  or 
the  profligate  feduccr.     He  wiflied   it  to  be  confidered  how  inju- 
rious it  would  prove  to  fociety  for  Parliament  to  fhut  the  door  againft 
her  return  to  the  paths  of  virtue  ;  and  would  not  every  one  much 
rather  wi(h  to  fee  her  reclaimed,  than  driven  by  defpair.  into  a  diflb- 
lute  courfe  of  life  ?     Such  an  one,  fallen  it  is  true  in  one  inftance^ 
might  ftill  only  want  kindred  qualities  in  the  other  party  to  make 
her  fill  up  her  future  charader  and  conduA  with  honour  and  cre- 
dit ;  no  perfon  fitting  as  a  Judge  could  look   upon  fuch  a  perfon 
without  an  eye  of  compaflion.     The  Supreme  Judge  of  all,  we  are 
'  told,  defireth  not  the  death  of  a  finner,  but  rather  that  he  (hould 
turn  from  his  wickednefs  and  live  ;  and  (hall  the  Englifh  law,  co- 
pying after  the  divine  in  its  inclination  towards  mercy  in  this  in^ 
ftance,  give  no  encouragement  to  the  defires  of  returning  penitence  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  by  the  hard  feverity  of  this  law,   they  were  to 
view  the  woman  lofl  to  hope,  and  abandoned  to  defpair,  driven  to  t 
miferable  ftew,  her  feelings  rendered  callous,  mocking  her  Maker, 
deferted  by  her  friends,  and,  perhaps,  finifhing  her  crimes  by  fui-« 
cide.     In  this  point  of  view,  he  thought  the  public  morals  would 
be  more  endangered  by  this  mcafure,  than  if,  as  the  law  now  ftood, 
a  refuge  was  open  unto  which  the  unfortunate  culprit  might  fly. 
Was  it  not  upon  the  very  fame   principle  which  he  efpoufed  that 
the  Magdalen  was  encouraged  ?   Was  not  the  objed  laudable,  that 
of  protecting  fociety  from  the  contagion  of  bad  example,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  of  reclaiming  the  guilty  ?  Such  was  the  principle  of  the 
law  as  it  now  fiood  ;  whereas  the  bill  propofed,  he  was  afraid. 
Would  tend  to  increafe  the  number  of  bad  women,  by  rendering 
them  irreclaimable.     Let  gentlemen  look  at  the  operation  of  the 
bill  with  regard  to  the  fecond  clafs  of  perfons ;  to  men  who  fought  to 
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gratjfy  their  paffiont  by  the  ruin  of  female  virtue.     At  prefeat,  the 
idea  of  marrying  the   woman  whoni  he  bad  feduced  from  tidelity 
and  virtue,  which  the  law  of  honour  fuggefted  to  him,  would  ope* 
rate  as  a  reAraint  upon  his  conduA ;  but  this  bill  would  renK>ve 
that  reftraint,  and  tend  to  encourage  him  in  his  profligacy.     In  his 
opinion,  io  far  from  pafling  a  law  interdifling  the  oflfending  parties 
from  intermarrying,  the  law  (hould  Be  to  compel  them  to  marry. 
He  would  aflc,  whether  it  had  not  been  found  that  women  who  had 
the  misfortune  of  falling,  but  had  been  afterwards  married  to  their 
feducers,  had  generally  led  lives  of  retired  contrition  and  virtue^ 
whilft  others  who  had  not  this  refuge  had  been  leading  lives  of  pro- 
ftitution,  and  had  been  abandoned  to  infamy  ?    The   prcfent  bill 
would  aggravate  the  evil  rather  than  remove  it.     He  would  aflc 
what  evidence  had  been  produced  to  fhew  that  this  bill  was  now 
neceflary  ?  Let  gentlemen  look  at  the  ftate  of  the  country.     Was 
there  ever  a  period  when  BritiQi  valour,  loyalty,  charity,  and  public 
fpirit  were  more  confpicuous  ?  And  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  mo- 
thers'and  daughters  of  England  had  had  no  (liare  in  thus  forming  the 
public  mind  ?  When  the  virtues  of  the  female   branches  of  the 
Royal  Houfc  (hone  fo  confpicuous  ;  when  the  whole  nation  were  ib 
firmly  united  in  defence  of  their  King,  their  religion,  morals,  and 
laws  ;  was  this  a  rime,   he  would  aik,  to  give  power  to  a  future 
hiftorian  to  fully  the  age  which  adorned  the  valour  of  this  genera- 
tion, and  at  the  fame  time  to  (ligmatize  its  morals  ?  or  to  authorize 
the  next  generation  to  fay,  that  they  owed  it  to  the  virtues  of  thofe 
who  lived  at  the  doling  of  the  century,  thaf^their  country  was  de- 
fended, their  King  protefled,  and  their  liberties  fecured,  but  that  to 
thefe  fame  perfons  it  had  to  afcribe  an  unufual  influx  of  immora- 
lity, and  the  breaking  down  of  the  barriers  of  virtue  ?     ThC'next 
generation  could  hardly  believe  that  fuch  contrarieties  could  meet. 
Gentlemen  owed  it  to  themfclves  and  their  country  to  enable  the 
future  hiflorian  to  draw  a  jud  rather  than  a  falfe  picture  of  the 
times  in  which  they  lived. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  obfcrved,  that  it  had  been  adduced 
as  a  ground  for  the  prefent  bill,  that  more  divorces  had  taken  place 
of  Ute  years  than  at  any  former  period.  But  from  the  general  and 
comparative  view  which  he  was  enabled  to  take,  he  felt  fome  fatif. 
fadion  in  declaring  that  the  general  flate  of  morals  was  not  worfe 
now  than  it  had  been  in  former  periods.  There  were  many  in*- 
fiances  to  be  found  of  a  flridl  adherence  in  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  old  Englilh  manners  and  Englifh  virtues  ;  there  were  many 
bright  examples  of  conjugal  virtue  and  fidelity  amongft  perfons  of 
the  highed  ranks  in  fociety  ^  nor  did  he  think  that  it  would  be  any 
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difcredit  to  this  country  to  compare  its  ftate  tff  morals  with  that  of 
any  other  country,  and  particularly  as  it  refpedted  the  crime  of  adul- 
tery. Let  any  gentleman  look  into  the  old  Engli(h  comedies,  from 
Drydcn  to  Congreve,  as  a  fpecimen  of  Englifh  morals,  and  com- 
pare them  with  the  produdiions  of  the  more  modern  coh:iic  mufes, 
and  it  muff  lead  him  to  thtsconclufion,  that  the  ftate  of  morals  was 
Kvorfc  formerly  than  now.  He  might  alfo  refer  to  the  teftimony  of 
biftory,  from  the  writings  of  the  grave  Hammond  to  thofe  of  the 
noble  writer  Lord  Clarendon.  He  muft  thereibrc  have  very  ftrong 
evidence  under  his  eye,  before  he  could  agree  in  thinking  that  the 
ftate  of  morals  was  deteriorated.  The  only  evidence  that  had  been 
fiated  was  the  increafed  number  of  divorces  of  late  years.  But  he 
was  led  to  fufpe<S^  that  this  arofe  from  caufes  which  had  little  refer- 
ence to  the  profligate  ftate  of  manners  ;  nor  did  he  think  it  a  pro- 
bable thing  thnt  fuch  profligacy  fliould  have  broken  out  all  at  once. 
The  ftate  of  opinion,  and  the  laws,  as  rcfp«i3ing  marriage,  were 
to  be  taken  into  conftderation  Before  the  Reformation,  it  was  by  the 
law  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  exiftcd  in  this  as^  well  as  other 
Chriftian  countries  of  Europe,  that  marriage  was  a  facrament,  and  a 
bufinefs  with  which  human  Lcgiflatures  had  nothing  to  do.  In 
confequence  of  this,  divorces  were  not  allowed.  When  Sir*  Tho- 
jnas  Powis  faid,  that  for  600  years  there  had  been.but  four  or  five 
divorces,  he  faid  truth  ;  but  the  knfwer  was  plain,  which  was,  that 
no  human  authority  had  been  allowed  to  lay  its  finger  upon  the  fub* 
jed  till  the  Reformation.  It  was  impoflfible  to  deny  that  fome  of 
the  Reformers  run  into  wild  ideas  on  the  fubjefl  of  divorce,  which 
were  jnconfiftent  with  the  folemnity  of  the  marriage  contrad.  The 
opinion  of  Archbiftiop  Cranmer  was  more  confiftcnt ;  beheld,  that 
:adultery  caufed  a  diflblution  of  marriage  ;  and  that  it  was  lawful 
and  right  for  human  tribunals  and  lcgiflatures  to  pronounce  upon 
their  diifolution.  It  became  the  opinion-  in  the  country  amongft 
eminent  divines,  and  the  law  of  the  canons,  that  marriage,  although 
not  a  facrament,  was  a  high,  myfterious,  and  facred  ordinknce. 
With  which  human  legiflature  had  nothing  to  do,  and  that  even 
adultery  itfelf  did  not  diflblve  the  marriage.  In  the  canons  of 
1603,  an  additional  fandlion  was  impofed,  which  made  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  Ecclefiaftical  Judge  to  require  a  bond  from  the  innocent 
party  as*  well  as  the  guilty,  not  to  contrad  marriage  during  the  life- 
time of  each  other.  He  believed  the  firft  attempt  to  invoke  the 
interference  of  the  Legiflature  did  not  occur  till  the  year  1668,  in 
the  cafe  of  Lord  Hughes  ;  yet  even  then,  tRough  at  the  diftance 
of  1 00  years  from  the  Reformation,  fo  ftrong  was  the  opinion  that 
bunun  legiflaturcs  had  nothing  to  do  in  fuch  matters,  that  it  was 
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%ith  th^  jgreafeft  difficulty  the  divorce  bill  was  carried  through  the 
Houfe  of  LordSy  and  all  (he  Btihopd  but  two  voted  againft  it.      In 
the  year  1715  Bifhop  Flcrtwood  combated  the  fame  notions  (in  the 
cafe  of  Sir  George  Downing],  which  flill  exiAcd  in  his  time.     Af- 
ter the  accefiion  of  the  prcfent  Family  to  the  throne,  more  liberal 
notions  beg;an  to  prevail  ;  the  Legiflature  was  more  generally  ai>- 
plied  to  on  fuch  fubjeds,  and  the  old  notions  Mxre  gradually  obltte* 
rated*     Such  was  the  reafon  why  fo  few  applications  had   been 
made  for  divorces  till  after  the  middle  of  the  prcfent  century.     Of 
late  years,  applications  to   the  Legiilature  for  divorces  were  na 
longer  re(i%d  on  old  Englifh  ground  ;  the  expcnce  formed  one  of 
thechicf  difficulties— but  this  obftacle  became  gradually  dimini(hed 
in  proportion  as  the  wealth  of  the  country  incteafcd.     However^  he 
could  ftate,  that  there  were  as  many  ccclefiaAical  fenrences  of  fepa- 
ration  a  menja  ei  thoro^  before,  as  (ince  the  Reformation.  The  num* 
ber  of  divorces  that  had  been  fued  for  was  more  to  be  attributed  to 
the  prevalence  of  the  new  notions,  than  to  the  increafed  profligacy  of 
manners.     From  looking  into  the  records  of  Ecclcfiaftical  Courts 
for  the  laft  thirty  years,  he  had  to  remark,  that  the  number  of  thefc 
fentences  had  not  confiderably  increafed.      From    1770  to   1780 
there  were  about  fifty-three  fentences  d  men/a  et  thoro  \  from  1780 
to  1 790  there  was  a  much  fmaller  number  ;  and  from  that  period 
to  the  prcfent  time  the  number  was  about  fifty-five.     A  great  nunv. 
ber  of  thefe  divorce  cafes  may  have  found  their  way  into  Parliament 
from  caufes  not  connedcd  with  an  increafed  depravation  of  man« 
ners,  ,  This  was  the  cafe  during  the  laft  year,  when,  in  confequence 
of  an  order  in  another  Houfe,  which  bore  hard  on  the  feelings  of 
one  of  the  parties,  thefe  caufes  which  had  hung  back  were  brought 
forward ;  but  in  the  prefcnt  year  thefe  caufes  were  fewer.   Upon  the 
whole,  he  did  not  thmk  himfelf  juftified  in  entertaining  fuch  gloomy 
apprehenfions  as  to  the  exifiing  (late  of  morals  in  the  country  which 
fome  perfons  did.  •    With  refpefi  to  marriage,  two  opinions  had  pre- 
vailed ;  the  one  that  it  was  a  mere  civil,  and  the  other  that  it  was 
a  religious  ceremony.     In  his  opinion  it  was  both.     As  the  law  of 
nature,  it  was  antecedent  to  the  formation  of  focicty,  and  an  import- 
ant but  a  mere  pcrfonal  contract  bctween"thc  two  parties.     When 
fociety  was  formed,  it  became  not  only  a  pcrfonal  but  a  civil  con- 
trail, conneded  with  civil  privileged  and  obligtitions,;  when  rcligi* 
ous  principles  were  received  in  a  State,  the  marriage  became  alfo  a 
religious  contradl,  accompanied  with   plighted  vows,    and   calling 
upon  Heaven  to  witncls  them.   Tlie  idea  that  the  marriage  contra6t 
was  indiflfoiuble,  was  taken  from  the  conftrudlon  put  upon  certain 
texts  of  fcripture«     It  was  now  the  practice  in  every  Protefiant- 
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country,  but  our  own,  for  Courts  of  Jufticc  to  give  a  fenfedce  of  fc- 
pafation  a  men/a  et  tboro  ;  this  was  the  cafe  in  Scotland,  Holland, 
&c.  He  was,  however,  much  difpofcd  to  think  that  the  law  in  thi* 
country  wasplaced  on  a  footing  the  moft  confiftent  with  the  gen&- 
ral  fafety  ;  he  meant  fo  far  that  the  Legillature  (hould  keep  the 
matter  of  divorce  in  its  own  hands,  rather  than  leave  it  to  fubordi* 
tiat^  courts.  By  the  exiting  pradice  it  was  requiiite,  to  entitle  3 
huioand  to  obtain  a  divorce,  not  only  to  give  proofs  of  the  mifcon- 
dud  of  the  wife,  but  at  the  fame  time  of  his  own  good  conduft. 
It  was  evident  that  there  might  be  great  (hades  of  difference  as  to 
the  condud  of  the  hufband,  fo  as  to  render  the  decrlion  of  the  Lc- 
giflature  a  matter  of  difcretion  which  did  not*faftly  belong,  and 
could  not  ftridly  be  entruftcd  to  a  Courtof  Jufticc,  where  deci(ion» 
were  to  be  guided  by  ftrifl  rules  of  evidence  and  matters  of  faft.— 
With  regard  to  the  prcfent  bill,  Sir  William  faid,  that  in  its  pre- 
fent  ilage  he  Ihould  fufpend  giving  any  decided  opinion  :  if  be 
voted  for  its  going  to  a  Committee,  it  was  not  on  the  ground  of 
the  increafed  number  of  divorces.  If  its  tendency  was  to  ftrengthen 
the  fences  of  religion  and  morality,  then  undoubtedly  nothing 
Aould  be  omitted  calculated  to  anfwer  that  effedt.  He  hoped  to 
have  found  in  this  bill  fomething  equally  pointed  at  the  depravity  of 
both  fcxes.  If  the  Houfe  met  this  meafure  upon  moral  and  religious 
principles,  they  ought  not  to  do  the  bufinefs  by  halves  ;  and  as  meli» 
there  was  one  part  of  it  which  it  might  be  moft  proper  for  them 
to  begin.  Sir  William  faid,  it  had  been  his  lot,  in  the  official  (itu-* 
ation  which  he  held,  to  fee  the  moft.  injurious  fyftem  of  adultiery  on 
the  part  of  hutbands^  the  feelings  of  their  wives  wounded  by  the 
moft  glaring  infidelity,  and  their  conftitutions  poifoned  by  the  moft 
grofs  indecencies,  whilft  all  the  recourfe  which  the  wives  had  was  a 
feparation  a  nun/a  el  thoro.  Speaking  as  the  father  of  children,  ho 
muft  fay  that  he  (hould  be  happy  to  fee  fomething  inferted  in  this 
bill  ?br  the  proteAion  and  happinefs  of  daughters.  This  bill  ought 
to  go  to  prevent  adultery  in  general,  rather  than  the  adultery  of  one 
fex.  With  rcfpefl  to  the  claufe  which  went  to  infliift  penal  chaf^ 
tifement  on  the  adulterer,  this  was  not  new  in  the  law  of  England* 
Adultery  was  in  itfelf  a  crime  pernicious  and  poifonous  with  refpedt 
to  all  the  fweet  charities  of  human  life.  It  was  already  puniftiablo 
by  the  Ecclefiaftical  law,  (which,  wherever  it  operated,  was  at 
much  the  law  of  the  land  as  any  other  branch  of  the  law.)  It  muft 
at  the  fame  time  be  admitted,  that,  from-  the  ftate  of  modern  opinions 
and  manners,  the  [unifhment  (that  of  public  expofure  and  difgrscc) 
was  become  rather  a  matter  of  derifuin,  and  was  growing  obfolcte. 
But  there  were  alfo  fandiions  of  a  more  forcible  nature  :  adultery 
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was  punithableby  indictment  in  the  courts  of  Common  Law.    Sir 
Williani  proceeded  to  ftatc  his  doubts  on  the  propriety  of  one  or  two 
claufes  in  this  bill.      He  remarked,  that  it  was  only  to  operate  in 
cafes  where  the  hufband  was  living  with  his  wife  ;  but  if  fo,  no 
ai^ion  would  lie  in  all  thofe  cafes  where  the  bulband  lived  in  a  ftate 
of  feparation  from  his  wife.     The  tendency  of  this  was,  to  weaken 
the  crime  of  adultery,  as  the  crime  of  the  female  was  moft  likely  to 
take  place  in  fuch  a  (^ate  of  feparation.     He  had   alfo  bis   doubts 
with  regard  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  profelTed  to  ere^  a  fence 
againd  coUulion  ;  alfo  on  that  claufe  which  enadtcd  that  ^  the  party 
(hould  be  convi^ed  and  punifhcd  by  a  criminal  court ;  for  he  could 
conceive  many  cafes  in  which  a  man  might  obtain  relief  in  a  civil 
court,  without  the   caufe  being  fullained   in    a  criminal  court  ; 
whereas  if  he  were  to  carry  on  an  unfuccefsful  profecution  in  a  cri- 
minal court,  he  would  fail  in  a  civil  court,  and  in  obtaining  parlia* 
mentary  relief :  and  the  expcnce  of  proceeding  would  alfo  be  in- 
creafed  by  this  bill,  by  the  neceffity  of  going  through  fuch  a  variety 
of  courts,  as  well  as  both  Houfcs  of  Parliament.     He  thought  it 
was  but  juft,  on  the  part  of  the  Legiflature,  if  it  paflTed  this  bill,  to 
fecure  the  profecutor  againft  this  increafed  expence.     Sir  Williani 
faid,  that  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  this  bill  would  tend  to  hold 
out  a  premium  to  the  adulterer,  in  proportion  to  the  terror  which  it 
held  out  to  the  adultrefs.     He  remarked,  that  it  was  already  the 
exiflinglaw  of  the  country^  that  neither  party  fliould  marry  again;, 
all  that  the  Legiflature  did  was  to  interpofe  fpecial  provifions  in  par-» 
ticular  cafes ;   the  exiting  law  was,  in  fadtj  founded   on  the  old  j 
principle  he  had  already  Aated,  that  the  vinculum  conjugate  could  not 
be  diffolved  by  any  human  authority  whatever.     With  regard  ta 
that  claufe  which  prohibited  the  guilty  perfon  from   marrying  the 
adultrefs  during  the  lifetime  of  her  hufband,  heconiidered  that  the 
tfFe3of  this  claufe  would  be,  to  give  the  woman  her  option  of  the 
whole  world,  N^ith  the  exception  of  the  fingle  perfon  with  whom  (he 
had  had  a  criminal  commerce  ;  fo  that^  fuppofing  a  woman  were 
to  depraved  as  to  have  fuch  a  commerce  with  ten  men,  by  this  bill  (he 
may  be  (till  connedted  with  all  of  them,  with  the  exception  only  of 
that  one  whofe  name  happened  to  be  introduced  in  the  legal  pro* 
ceedings  :  thus  (he  will  be  allowed  to  have  free  accefs  to  all  the  reft 
df  the  world,  all  mankind  but  one  will  be  at  her  devotion*     He 
would  afk  whether,  upon  the  whole,  it  would  not  be  better  to  leave 
the  woman  in  the  fituation  (he  at  prefent  found  herfelf  by  the  law9 
of  the  country,  and  to  allow  the  hufband,  in  cafes  where  he  found 
himfelf  aggrieved,  to  make   his  appeal  to  the  Legiflature  of  the 
ountry  i  He  confeffed  he  did  not  fee  the  policy  nor  the  wiCiom  of 
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the  meafure  ftopoteSf  u  imeribrtng  with  the  difcredon  of  the  Le- 
giflature..  He  confefled  that  his  inind  was  not  made  up,  nor  was 
k  cleared  of  doubts  as  to  the  policy  of  the  prefent  bill :  at  the  fame 
time  he  Ihould  not  object  to  its  going  into  a  Committee,  trufling  to 
the  wifdom  of  the  HouTe  to  corredt  thofe  parts  of  the  bill  whicht 
upon  mature  conlideration,,  might  appear  to  it '  to  be  objeSton- 
able. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  commit^  for  Mon* 
day  fe'tinight. 

Ml'.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day^on  the  third 
reading  of  the  Income  bill.  He  faid  he  would  jbft  trbuble  the 
Houfe  on  that  part  of  the  bill  which  related  to  the  form  of  fche« 
dules  which  were  to.  obtain  the  more  accurate  infbrmatbn  of  eacb 
perfon's  income,  and  propofed  a  claufe  in  the  place  of  that  which  he 
wi(hed  to  withdraw,  **  That  it  fliould  be  lawful  for  Commiffioners 
to  put  queflions  in  writing,  and  to  receive  anfwers  thereto  in  writings 
inftead  of  viva  voce  \  and  to  give  the  option  to  the  Commifliooersy 
whether  they  would  fend  for  the  party  for  examination  in  cafe  of 
neglect,  or  not." 

Mr.  SMITH  objected  to  this  claufe,  as  leaving  to  the  Com- 
miffioners ftill  too  large  a  (hare  of  difcretionary  power ;  but  was 
glad  of  feeing  it,  as  it  enabled  him  to  juftify  his  former  obferv^tions, 
and  to  remark  to  the  Houfe  that  the  Attorney  General  was  wrong 
in  his  opinion  altogether. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  juftificd  his  former  affertions, 
•8  diis  claufe  was  the  (ame  in  fubftance  as  that  which  ,wa8  before 
propofed. 

Sir  W.  GEARY  thought  that  the  Commiffioners  (houl4  1^ 
compelled,  in  cafe  of  the  anfwers  not  being  fatisfaflory,  tofummon 
the  party  before  them  for  a  viva  voce  examination  before  they  pro- 
ceeded farther. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  on  the  fuggeftlon,  adopted  this  propofi- 
tion ;  and  it  was  agreed,  after  a  convcrfation  on  the  expediency  and 
propriety  of  obtaining,^  in  the  faireft  and  mod  indulgent  manner,  the 
amount  of  income,  that  the  party  (hould  be  fummoned  if  the  cafe 
required  it. 

The  bill  then,  oh  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  pafTed,  and  was  or- 
dered to  the  Lords  for  their  aifent. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  that  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Lords  to  the  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  hops  imported  into  tht 
kingdom,  and  impoiing  others  in  lieu  thereof|  (hould  be  read  ^  which 
being  read  accordingly. 

Vol.  XII.  H  ' 
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The  SPEAKER  notified  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  muft  call  their 
attention  to  the  nature  of  the  amcndmenta.  They  went  to  abridge 
the  time  fpecified  by  the  Commons  during  which  the  duty  was  to  be 
paid  ;  and  as  this  went  to  impofe  a  new  tax,  different  from  that 
already  laid  on  in  a  revenue  bill,  he  thought  the  Houfe  could  not 
with  propriety  agree  to  them,  from  fuch  an  alteration  ;  neither 
fhould  they  in  the  courfe  of  this  feiTion  fuffer  another  bill  to  be 
brought  in  under  the  idea  of  this  improvement,  but  fliould  rejed  it 
now  altogether. 

On  (he  mq^ion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  amcndmeors  were  then  deferred 
to  this  day  three. months. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thurfdajt  Jum  $. 

•  « 

The  following  Account  of  the  AStual  and  Eflimated  Expend  of  cotteSJing 
the  Tax  on  Income^  for  the  Tears  1799  and  1 800,  was  laid  on 
the  Table. 

The  allowances  to  the  colleftors,  clerks  of  the  cbmmiflridncrs^ 
and  the  receivers  general,  for  aflV (Ting,  collecting,  and  accounting 
for  the  tax  upon  income,  will  be  nearly  after  the  fame  rate  as  under 
the  a6^  for  granting  an  aid  and  contribution,  and  on  that  computa- 
tion will  not  amount  to  the  race  of  6d.  in  the  pound.  The  pound- 
age calculated  at  that  rare  for  the  year  17999  on  4,57i,074J« 
(thatfum  being  the  efti mated  produce  of  the  tax,  exclufive  ofaiTelT. 
menls  by  commercial  commiflioners)  would  amount  to  114,276!. 
3s.  6d. 

The  afls  having  rcflriflcd  the  rewards  to  infpeflors  and  furvcy- 
ors  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  what  the  commiflioncrs  for  executing 
the  a£ts  (hall  report  them  to  deferve  ;  and  certificates  having  bctn 
tranfmittcd  to  this  office  of  the  fums  which  they  Icem  entitled  to  ; 
it  is  propofed  to  make  them  fuch  allowances  as  they  had  received 
the  preceding  year,  under  the  faid  a£is  {or  granting  an  aid  and  con- 
tribution y  and  which  at  that  rate  will  ap^ount  to  41  Sol. 

Printing,  ftationary,  and  other  incidental  cxpences  in  this  office,^ 
are  eftimatcd  at  1 1,8501.  9s.  3d. 

.The  remaining  articles  of  expencc  attending  the  duty  upon  In- 
come (and  which  that  duty  only  is  fubjedlcd  to)  confift  in  the  inci- 
dental expenccs  of  the  tommiflioners  for  executing  the  afls^  and 
in^the  allowance  to  afleflbrs. 
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The  following  fums  have  been  adualiy  advanced  by  the  Re- 
ceiveT8*GeneniI  on  account  of  the  expences  of  the  commif- 
lioners.  vi*. 

To  Commiffionen  for  general  puipofes  ^.  S^SOO     0    0 

To  Comirifcrcial  Commi(fioners ld| id4   15     0 

To  Commiffionen  of  Appeal 39O  10  11 

~^ ^.1 5,885  5   H 

No  eftimate  can  be  formed  of  the  further  fums  which  may  be 
required  oi)  this  head :  but  it  (hould  be  obfervfcd,  that,  upon  fums 
received 'on  afrefTments  made  by  commercial  commiflioners,  no 
poundage  is  payable  to  the  clerks  or  coliediors ;  nor,  where  the 
money  on  fucb -afreflment  is  paid  into  the  Bank,  any  allowance  to 
the  receivers -general.  The  amQunt  of  vthis  poundage  is  about 
33,8 1 8r.  5s.  6d.  which  being  afaving  arifing  from  the  mode  of 
making  the'  payments  on  aiTeflfments  by  commercial  commi(Iioners> 
may  be  fet  againft  the  expences  of  thofe  commiffioners. 

The  allowances  to  the  aflfeiTors  are  to  be  certified  by  the  com- 
mifTioners  ibr  executing  the  ads ;  and  the  commiflioners  for  the 
affairs  of  taxes  are  authorifed  to  dire£l  the  receivers-general  to 
pay  them  fuch  rewards,  not  exceeding  the  amount  certified,  as  they 
(hall  think  fit.  From  the  certificates  which  have  been  tranfmittcd 
to  this  office,  the  rewards  to  the  afTcfibrs,  fuppofing  them  to  be  granted 
to  the  full  extent  recommended  by  the  commifTionqrs,  would  amount 
to  nearly  id.  in  the  pound  ;  and  calculated  at  th^t  rate  upon  the 
whole  aflfefTments,  to  the  fum  of  19,0461.^  2s.  lod.  ;  but  no  fum 
has  yet  been  advanced  on  that  head  of  expence. 

'No  eftimate  can  be  formed  of  the  expence  of  collecling  the  tax 
apon  Income  for  the  year  1800.  .  There  does  not  appear  to  us 
any  reafon  to  fuppofe  thefc  will  vary  confiderably  from  the  preced- 
ing ftatement  for  the  year  1799  ^  except  as  far  as  the  diflferent 
amojunts  of  duties  in  tnofe  years  may  vary  the  amount  and  rate  of 
poundage,  and  as  any  increafe  which  may  be  found  neceffary  to 
make  to  the  eflabliihmept  of  this  office,  or  of  the  furveyors,  may 
be  confidercd  as  applicable  to  this  tax. 

WILLIAM  LOWNDES,  * 
BARNE  BARNE, 
Office  for  Taxes,  ^  EDWARD  MEDOWS, 

8d  June  1800.  HORACE  HAYES, 

G.  T.  GOODENOUGH. 
Ha 


$«  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMMONt. 

dn  Ac^Hini  of  the  Number  of  Surveyors  dnd  Inffefforif  according  /# 

ihe  prejent  EflaUiftnnent :  together  with  the  Number  propofed^  and 

Amount  of  the  Salaries.. 

Amount  of  Sakriei. 
Prcfent  eftablifiunent  of  Sorveyon  and  Infpefton 

is  «13 199290 

PropoTed  addition  of  99  Sorveyors  at  90!.  per 

ommm  each ....» 8,910 


£.  28,200 

Thirty-fix  perfons  have  been  put  under  inftrudtions  .to  qualify 
ihemfelves  for  the  office  of  Surveyor ;  but  no  appointments  have 
a6hially  taken  place. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  (aid  he  rofc,  in  ptuf^ancc  of  the  notice  he  had 
.  given,  to.  move  for  what  he  had  called  in  his  notice  a  repeal  of  the 
Income  tax,  but  which  he  did  not  now  wifh  to  have  underflood*  m 
ihofe  terms.  He  rather  might  be  faid  to  rife  to  move  for  leaye  to 
bring  \ti  a  bill  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  tax  on  Income.  'He 
TNidxtA  to  have  his  objeft  diftindlly  underflood  ;  for  he  knew  there 
were  many  gentlemen  who  fuppofed  that  he  meant  to  embarrafe 
*His  Majei^y's  Minifters,  and  prevent  the  neceffary  fupply  for  thcf 
feryices  of  the  year,  lie  had  no  fuch  intention.  His  intention  wis 
merely  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe  with 
the  words  5th  April  1 801,  and  to  allow  the  tax  to  continue  till  that 
period.  Suppofing  the  Houfe  (hould  adopt  his  motion,  it  would 
ItiU  be  competent,  if  the  circumftances.of  the  country  required  it, 
for  cither  himfelf,  or  any  other  Member  in  the  Houfe,  to  move  for 
Its  continuance  another  year  ;  for  although  his  opinion  was,  that 
this  mode  of  raifing  the  fupplies  within' the  year  was  not  only  not 
available,  but  even  if  it  were  fo,  its  advantages  were  materially 
overbalanced  by  its  attendant  evils  ;  yet  he  Ihould  have  no  objec<^ 
tion  to  voting  its  continuance  another  year  as  a  war  tax.  He  con* 
fidered  it  a  tax  which,  like  all  other  war  taxes,  ought  to  be  voted 
annually,  and  In  rto  other  way.  He  was  aduated  by  .two  motives 
in  bringing  forward  his  motion  at  the  prefent  moment :  firfl,  be 
wiflied  to  have  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  fo  impor* 
tant  a  fubjcdl  previous  to  its  feparation  in  its  coUedive  capacity,  and 
to  avail  himfelf  of  the  opinions  of  the  individuals  compoiing  it; 
opinions  the  more  to  be  relied  upon,  as  they  would  come  from  per- 
fons who  bore  a  coniiderable  fhare  of  the  burthen  impofed  by  the 
tax :  his  fecond  and  principal  motive  was,  that  he  might  expofe  a 
fyftem  9f  finance  wholly  defedive,  and  inadequate  to  the  purpofe 
intended  to  be  anfwered  by  it ;  and  that  he  might  (hew  thofe  who 
Mtrchafed  into  the  public  fiocks  of  the  country  what  their  real 
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fituotion  was.     By  bringing  forward  fuch  a  motion  n0W|  he  gave 
the  public  fair  notice  of  che  intiention  of  the  Legiflature.  He  {hould 
DOtt  in  the  lestft  affedtho  operation  of  the  cax  for  the  prefent  year  ; 
on  the  contrary^  it  would  go  on  without  interruption  as  ufual.   His 
only  wi(h  was,  that  every  man  might  know  the  ground  on  wbieh 
he  became  a  holder  of  the  public  fecuricies.     Such,  he  obferved^ 
weie  thcgrounds  of  his  motion :  but  he  was  aware  that  more  fub- 
•ftantial  ones  would  be  expefied  of  him  ;  he  was  aware  he  (hould 
be  aiked,  why  he  wiihed  to  get  rid  of  this  tax  altogether  ?     Hid 
anfwer  was,  that  it  was  a  tax  he  had  always  been  an  enemy  to  ; 
not  to  the  tax  itfelf  mercty,  but  to  the  principle  of  it.     To  the 
principle  of  ndiing  a  large  futn  of  money  within  the  year,  he  wa» 
«s  ready  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himfelf  to  fu^bfcribe  ; 
but  he  was  inimical  to  that  principle  being  carried  into  effcA  through 
|he  medium  of  an  Income  tax  ;  it  was  a  bad  mode  of  railing  the 
public  money.     This  opinion,  it  might  be  faid,  was  theircfuh.of 
prejudice:  true ;  and  for  that  rcafon  he  (hould  not  have  held  himfelf 
ju(U(ied  in  taking  the  prefent  itep,  if  h^  had  not^other  grounds.  The 
chief  of  thefe  grounds  was,  that  in  confequence  of  the  circumitances 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  feflfion,  the  tax  was 
no   longer  the  yfame  tax   it  was  originally  ftated  to  be.     If  he 
made  out  this  propo(ition,  he  (hould  be  entitled  to  an  acquittal  of 
any  prefumption  in  a£liug  as  he  did.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  the  year  1797,  had  conceived  the  prcye£t  of  abandon*' 
itig  the  old  funding  fyftem  in  order  to  raife  the  fupplies,  and  to 
determine  that  a  hew  fyfiem  (hould  be  ha^  recourfe  to,  namely, 
chs^t,  in  every  year,  a  large  fum  of  money  (hould  be  raifed  within 
the  year,  by  an  arbitrary  mode  of  taxation,  determined  by  the  iimount 
of  a(re(red  taxes  paid  by. each  individual.     The  fum  propofed.to  be 
taifcd  originally  by  the  a(re(red  taxes  was  8,ooo,oooL  within  the 
year.     The  meafure  had  failed  of  producing  that  fum.     He  ad- 
mitted, the  fefllon  that  year  had  not  been  fuffered  to  dofe  without 
;Ae  JEIoufe  being  led  to'exped  that  nothing  like  fuch  a  fum  was  to 
beexpeded.     A  variety  of  modifications  were  adopted  which  na* 
tunilly  would  reduce  the  produce  of  the  tax  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand^  the  Minifter  had  (lated,  that  the  fum  likely  to  be  raifed  by  • 
the  voluntary  contributions  would  nearly  counterbalance  the  defi* 
ciency  arifing  from  fuch  modifications.  Was  the  fadl  fo  i  The  pro- 
duce of  the  tax,  with  the  operation  of  the  different  modifications, 
was  four  millions  and  a  half,  and,  withthe  voluntary  contributions, 
was,  he  belie\'ed,  raifed  to  fix  millions  and  a  half,  or  feven  mil- 
lions.    The  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  the  next  year,  thought 
Bt  lo  adopt  a  new  mode  of  taxaiicn,  and  to  (hift  his  criterion  of 
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property.  The  former  criterion  was  expenditure;  under  this 
new  mode,  it  was  income  ;  and  the  principle  upon  which  it  pro- 
ceeded was,  that  whatever  the  income  of  an  individual  was,  he 
(hould  pay  a  tenth  of  it  toward  the  public  fupplies.  .  The  produce 
of  this  tax  was  eOimatcd  at  ten  millions  ;  ^nd,  in  faA,  it  was  dif- 
tindly/ftated,  that  the  probability  of  fuch  a  meafure  being  available 
to  the  public  as  a  permanent  and  folid  fyftem  of  financci  was,  that 
it  Ihould  produce  a  fum  not  lefs  than  ten  millions.  That  it  had 
been  fo  ftated  did  not  depend  upon  his  recolle£tion  ;  it  was  upon 
the  Journals  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  convince  the  Houfe  of  the 
folidity  of  his  fyftem,  had  placed  on  the  Journals  a  refolution, 
which  he  would  beg  leave  to  read,  as  much  of  his  argument  turned 
upbn  it.  It  was  the  1 9th  rcfolution,  and  ftatcd,  "  That  the  pro- 
duce of  the  tax  was  originally  eftimated  ^  ten  millions,  and  that  it 
was  ifnporfant  that  meafures  (hould  be  taken  to  render  it  efl^oal 
to  that  amount." '  "  Thus,  in  order  to  give  folidity  to  this  favourite 
fvftcm  of  finance,  it  "was  neceffarv  that  ten  millions  fhould  be 
raifed  within  the  year«  If  ten  millions  could  be  railed  ?yithir1  the 
yeari  the  arguments  with  which  he  combated  the  tax  would  fall  to 
the  groufld  \  but,  in  proportion  as  it  fell  (hort  of  producing  that 
fum,  they^  were  Arengthencd  ;  and  the  queftion  was,  whether  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  juftified  in  perfifting  in  a  tax 
which  neither  had  produced  nor  could  produce  the  fum  (hited  to  be 
indifpenfably  neceflary  to  enfure  its  fuccefsful  operation.  Upon 
the*  deficiency*  in  the  produce  of  the  aflefled  taxes,  it  had  been 
fiated,  that  great  expedations  were  formed  of  the  refult  of  the  vo«> 
luntary  contributions ;  but  at  prefent  fuch  an  idea  was  wholly  out  of 
the  queftion.  No  one  dreamt  of  voluntary  contributions ;  they 
formed  no  part  of  the  new  fyftem ;  they  had  difappointed  the  ex« 
pe&ations  tkrfore  formed  of  them  ;  and  unqueftionably  would  again. 
If  reibrted  to.  In  1799^  inftead  of  ten  millions,  which  had  been' 
itated  as  neceflary  to  carry  the  fyftem  into  cfFe£l,  it  had  produced 
only  about  5,8oo^oool«  In  the  prefent  year  the  eOimate  was,  that  it 
fliould  produce  7,000,000!.  Taking  the  three  years,  1798,  .I799» 
and  1 800,  this  tax,  which,  to  have  any  beneficial effcA,  wiis  climated 
for  each  year  at  ia,ooo,oool.  would  produce  a  fum  not  much 
above  15,864,0001.  exduiive  of  the  voluntary  contributions. 
This  was  all  the  advantage  the  public  had  derived  from  th^  openi<- 
tion  of  this  fyitem  of  finance.  It  might  have  been  expedkd,  that 
this  tax  would  have  precluded  the  neceffity  of  adding  to  the  pubKc 
debt,  In  the  year  1799/  the  Minifter  propofed  his  fyftem  of 
aifing  the  fupply  within  the  year.  He  kept  his  word  with  the  public ; 
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but  in  17Q8  he  added  eight  millions,  in  1799  fourteen  mlUions* 
and  in  i8ao  thirteen  millions  to  the  debt  of ,  the  country.     Such 
was  the  aggregate  of  the  fads.     He  therefore  afked  the  Houie, 
whether  any  thing  beneBcial  was  to  be  expe<Sed  from  a  (y^eWt  the 
pretence  for  which  was,   that  it  rendered  permanent  burthens  on 
the  country  unneceffary  ?  Taking  the  tax  for  the  prefenc  year,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  dated  it  at  79O0O9O00I ;  but  at 
the  time  he  had  fo  dated  it,  he  had  a  bill  in.  contemplation,  in 
order  to  produce  that  fum,  ^hich  he  was  fenfible  it  would  be  inade-* 
quate  to,  if  left  upon  the  fame  footing  it  was  on  before.     The  bill 
to  which  he  alluded  had  been  brought  into  the  Houfe  in  (ilence  early 
in  the  prcfcnt  felTiony  and  taken  -away  in  the  fame  manner.     That 
it  .had  difappearcd,  he  congratulated  the  Houfe  and  the  Public  ;^but 
why  it  ever  had  been  brought  in,  and  why,,  when  brought  in,  it  had 
been  taken  away,  he  had  never  heard  any  reafon  dated.      Satisfied 
as  he  was  that  the  bill  had  oot  been  perfided  in,  yet  it  was  necef* 
fary,  for  the  purpofe  of  edimating  the  value  of  the  tax,  to  advert  to 
it.      It  had  been  faid,  that  by  the  operation  of  that  bill  the  defici* 
cncyof  the  former  one  would  have  been  made  up.     It  contained 
'  ibme  fevere  claufes  with  regard  to  the  merchants,   who  were  fuf<* 
pefted  not  to  have  given  that  fum  to  tha  Minider  which,  from  their 
promifes  at   the  Man(ion-houfe^   might  have  been  expeded  from 
them.     It  had  been  propofedv  that  they  (hould  be  ufed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  other  men;  that  their  commercial  commidioncrs  ihould 
be  taken  from  them :— If  the  cfFcS  of  fuch  a  bill  would  have  been  ^ 
what  had  been  dated,   he  knew  not  whv  that  part  of  it  (hould 
have  been  abandoned.     The  ground  upon  which-  it  was  expe^ed 
that  the  deficiency  would  now  be  made  up,  was  by  an  increafe  on 
farmers  and  occupiers  of  land :   with  regard  to  the.  farmers,  he  be- 
lieved the  bill,  as  it  now  dood,  would  operate  as  a  drawback  as  to 
the  fmall  fum  required  of  them ;  but  if  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land  were  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  it  might  have  fome  efTefi. 
'  It  was  well  known,  that  many  farmed  land  for  the  fake  of  amufe* 
menr,  and  fome  for  the  fake  of  example  ;  that  they  lod  by  their 
farming,  and,  in  &£t,  never  expected  to  gain.     The  ad^ual  produce 
of  the  tax  had  been  about  5,800,0001.     Of  that  fum  it  appeared 
by  a  paper  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  expcnce  of  collecting  it 
.was  from  160  ta>  1 70,000!.     He  here  entered  into,  calculations  ta 
fliew  that  the  adlual  produce  of  the  tax  applicable  to  the  public  fer^- 
vice  was  infinitely  below  the  fum  he  had  dated^;  in  fa£t,  not  much 
beyond  3,000,0001.     The  produce  of  the  tax  being  as  he  had 
ftated,  it  was  furely  worth  while  for  the  Houfe  to  coptider  whether 
afydcm  attended  widi  fo  many  inconYeniences  ou^t  to  he  purfued } 
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It  was  in  the  itext  place  to  be  confidered^  that  on  the  pcoduee  of 
this  tat  there  vi^salready  no  lefsa  fum  mortgaged  than  1 3,ooOyOooK 
He  would  aik  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether,  if,  when 
he  had  firft  opened  this  tax  to  the  Houfe,  he  had  ftated  the  incon- 
Yenicnces  attending  it,  had  dated  alfo  that  it  was  to  be  mortgaged 
for  a  fum  of  13,000,000!.  and  had  dated  that  tnftead  of  being  a 
tax  for  one  year  it  was  intended  as  a  permanent  tax,  thofe  remon- 
firancesout  of  the  Houfe,  which  he  was  more  inclined  to  attend  to 
than  the  obfcrvations  of  any  one  in  it,  would  not  have  been  made  to 
him,  that  would  certainly  have  deterred  him  from  preflfing  it  ?  What  he 
had  mentioned  as  the  confequences  of  this  new  fydem  of  taxation  was 
the  refult  of  two  years  experience ;   a  refult  of  which  he  was  per- 
funded  there  coutd  be  no  diflPerence  of  opinion.     Was  it  then  too 
inuch  to  fay  that  the  fyftem  had  given  way  ?  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  might  maintain  that  the  prefent  plan  was  an  excellent 
one.     Let  it  be  fo  or  not,  it  was  quite  a  different  thing  from  that 
which  be  had  originally  induced  the  Houfe  to  fan<9ion ;  and  not  the 
lead  part  in  which  it  differed,  was  that  which  related  to  its  duration. 
He  calculated  that  the  probable  duration  of  the  taX  would  extend  to 
the  year  18 10.     Had  the  right  honourable  gentleman,   when  he 
dciircd  the  Houfe  to  fandtion  fuch  a  tax  as  this,  intimated,  in  the 
mod  didant  manner,  that  it  was  a  tax  likely  to  continue  ten  years* 
did  he  think  4t  would  have  been  agreed  to  ?  Did  he  think  the  Houfe 
would  not  have  betrayed  their  duty  to  their  condituents,   if  they 
had  not  rejeftcd  it  ?  Yet  fuch  would  be  the  operation  of  the  bill  in 
point  of  duration.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  fay, 
that  was  a  circumdance  for  which  he  was  not  at  all  refponfible, 
the  Houfe  having  adopted  the  meafure  after  mature  deliberation  ; 
he  bc*licved  very  few  {.crfons  at  that  time  had  examined  his  finan- 
cial fydem.     He  did  not  mean  to  infer,  that  it  had  been  the  inten* 
tion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  miflead  them,  but  merely 
that  the  Hoiife  had  given  him  credit  for  his  reprefentation  of  it.    It 
had  been  contidcred  merely  as  a  meafure  of  a  temporary  nature, 
and  it  was  under  tnat  imprcdion  that  it  had  been  fo  readily  aflfented 
to ;  in  order  to  reconcile  their  condituents  to  it,  it  had  been  rcpre- 
fcnted  to  them  as  a  vigorous  meafure  which   Government  found 
neceii'arv  to  adopt  as  a  war  tax,  and  by  no  means  intended  to  be 
permanent.      His  Majedy's  fpccch  ^t  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the 
feflions  w.s  a  prof)f  that  it  was  not  in  contemplation  as  a  permanent 
meaiiire;  his  fpecch  dudioufly  avoided  making  the  lead  mention  of 
laying  permanent  taxes  upon  his  ful  jed».     But,  perhaps,  it  might 
be  urgoo  that  this  was  not  a  permanent  tax.      What,  he  would afic, 
was  meant  by^  a  permanent  tax  r*«^urely,  a  tax  which,  he  (hoMld 


jfuNi  ij  DEBATES.  57 

'.    •      •  *•'     *  .-  ♦. 

not  fee  the  end  of  in  the  cdurfe  of  his  h'fe  he  had  a  right  to  conll- 
der  a  permanent  tax.  It  was  a  fubje^  very  little  likely  to  aflbrd 
confolation  to  the  public,  that  after  they  had  paid  two  years  of  the 
income  tax,  they  were  to  go  oh  paying  ten  more.  For  all  the  in- 
con'veniencies  with  which  the  prefent  meafure  was  fraught  there  was 
but  one  remedy ;  that  remedy  was  to  raife  the  ten  millions  within 
the  year.  It  was  not^poflible  to  raife  fuch  a  fum  within  the  year 
by  a  tax  upon  income,  nor  was  it  even  probable  that  it  could  be 
raifed  to  feven  miilioi^s.  It  was  then  for  the  Houfe  to  fay,  whether 
they  would  proceed  in  a  fyftem  which,  in  the  courfc  of  the  two  years 
that  it  had  been  tried,  had  developed  itfelf  to  be  as  weak  and  futile 
as  he  had  defcribed  it.  It  was  perfifling  in  impoiing  a  tax,  the 
coUedlion  of  which  could  not  be  regulated.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  admitted  that  the  fum  neceflary  could  not  be 
raifed  by  the'  prefent  meafure.  Had  he  not  been  perfuaded  of  the 
impoflibility  of  railing  it,  why  did  he  bring  in  a  bill  at  the  coni- 
mencement  of  the  feflions  to  remedy  that,  which  from  information 
he  found  had  failed  for  want  of  fuch  provifions  as  he  had  introduced 
in  his  new  bilH  The  whole  of  that  bill,  which  had  been  recorded 
as  neceflfary  to  the  furtherance  of  his  fyflehn  of  finance,  had  been 
completely  abandoned  ;  how  then  could  his  own  (latement  juAify  the 
expedation  of  its  ever  being  efFedually  carried  into  execution.  Was 
it  too  much  toafkhim  not  to'perfift  in  a  fyftem  which  would  not 
produce  7,000,060!.,  and  of  which  he  could  not  regulate  the  col« 
leftionr  Certainly,  if  he  did  perfift,  he  would  juftly  incur  the 
charge  of  obftinacy,  as  he  would  be  carrying  it  on  with  the  convic- 
tion arifing  from  experience  that  it  wa^  not  likely  to  be  attended 
with  thofe  advantages  which  he  had  originally  conceived  would  refult 
to  the  country.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  now  perfiftedy 
he  would  periift  in  telling  the  country  that  they  muft  fubmit  to  be 
taxed  a  tenth  of  their  income  for  ten  years,  becaufe  he  was  unable 
to  carry  into  eflfedl  thofe  meafures  which  make  it  necelTary  for  a 
fhorter  period.  Was  this  a  (ituation  for  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  ftand  in  r — he  was  placed  in  the  (ituation  of  a  Minif- 
ter  forcing  a  tax  upon  the  country,  though  he  had  a  perfe6l  know- 
ledge that  it  had  failed.  His  prudence  ought  to  induce  him  to 
abandon  it.  As  the  tax  now  flood,  it  was  not  fuch  a  one  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wiihed  it  to  be,  as  he  had  pledged 
himfelf  to  the  Houfe  it  (hould  be.  He  tcufted  he  had  made 
out  a  ftrong  cafe  as  to  the  failure  of  the  fax  ;  he  had  not  ar- 
raigned the  original  fyilcm,of  raiting  a  large  fum  of  money  within 
the  year — it  was  not  that  he  difliked  the  original  flock,  but  the 
baftard  fcion  that  had  fprung  from  it.  It  had  no  other  obje^  than 
Vol.  XII.   .  I 
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that  of  raifing  the  funds.  It  had  been  ftated,.  that  it  wpuld  oper- 
ate to  the  relief  of  the  public  credit ;  he  admitted  it  would  fo  far 
operate  to  its  relief,  that  at  a  peace  the  CcHnmiflToners  for  paying 
ofFthe  national  debt  would  be  enabled  to  lay  out  i  iy00o,oooL 
inftead  of  5,000,000!.  The  o^ration  of  the  tax  in  raifing  the 
funds  was  to  begin,  not  in  time  of  peace,  bat  in  time  of  war. .    He 

<  ivas  perfuaded,  that  at  the  return  of  peace,  it  would  have  a  confider- 
able  operation  upon  the  funds.  There  were  many  foreigners  who 
had  money  In  our  funds,  which  they  had^advanccd  at  a  low  price  ; 
was  it  proper  to  enable  them  to  get  out  of  our  funds,  at  the  return  of 
peace,  a  confiderable  advantage,  by  the  operation  of  fuch  a  plan  as 
this  ^  It  did  appear  to  him  a  hard  tkii>g;  that  the  money  of  this 
country  (hould  be  applied  in  raifing  the  funds  for  the  benefic  of 
foreigners,.  Heconfidcrcd  that  the  money  of  the  country  might  be 
inuch  more  advantageoufly  applied.  Of  all  the  in()ruments  a  Mi* 
niOer  ever  got  in  his  hands,  this  was  the  moft  deluding  \  it  enabled 
him  to  raife  what  money  he  might  require  with  facility,  becaufe 
it  precluded  the  neceflity  of  laying  immediate  taxes  upon  the  coun- 
try ;  it  had  induced  the  Houfe  to  vote  away  thirteen  millions^nd  a 
Kalf^  to  be  redeemed  in  ten  years.  He  did  not  mean  to  deny  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  knowledge  of  finance ;  he  allowed 

<  hiin  to  pofifefs  very  eminent  talents  in  that,  line  ;  but  this  he  would 
affert,  that  no  part  of  his  fame  would  reft  upon  this  fyfiem  of 
finance.  If  he  poflfefifed  no  other  than  what  he  derived  from  this 
tax,  his  talents  were  nothing  for  his  family  to  be  proud  of, 

The  right  hpnourable  gentleman  would  fay,  no  doubt,  that  the 
revenue  flouriflies ;  he  admitted  it ;  but  it  was  owing  to  the  war« 
That  the  country  was  able  and  willing  to  pay  the  tax,  might  alfo  bo 
afiferted  ;  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  there  were  few  men  pof- 
feflfed  of  property  that  had  not  fomethingin  handfpr  an  emergency. 
Great  would  be  the  drfference  through  ten  years,  when  men  call  to 
their  view  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  families.  He  then  pro* 
ceeded  to  pfove,  that  it  a£lcd  with  a  fcverity  of  a  tax  upon  capital 
though  laid  upon  income ;  and  from  this  inferred  the  cruelty  and 
oppreflion  of  the  tax.  It  was  a  conftant  outgoing  to  every  perfon 
in  the  country  \  and  it  was  only  on  the  funds  that  it  could  hav^  ^ 
beneficial  tffc&.  On  that  ground  alone,  then,  he  (houUi  think 
himfelf  jufiitied  in  propofingto  limit  its  duration:  but,  exclufivc 
of  this  dbjcflion,  the  tix  was  radically  bad.  There  was  a  great 
diflTcrence  in  loool.  a  year  fnirn  landed  property  and  from  fourcea 
that  were  not  difpofable.  The  latter  admitted  of  variety  of  de- 
grees and  differenc  amounts  in  value.     A  man  of  50I,  a  year  landed 
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efiate  might  be  a  good  father,  and  yet  fpend  the  whole  of  hts  annual 
income  ;  not  (b  with  a  man  who  derived  it  from  trade  or  profeflton. 
If  then  fuch  a.  fyftem  (hould  become  permanent,  this  muft  ceafe  to 
be  a  country  worth  living  in,  as  one  in  which  the  bleflfings  of  liberty 
could  not  be  enjoyed.     It  was  a  fyftem  which  could  only  be  car- 
ried into  eSc6\  by  fpies  and  informers,  and  as  fuch  unfit  jfbr  a  free 
country.     By  a  paper  juft  laid  on  the  table  he  found  there  was 
to  \^  an  addition  of  99  infpedtors  to  tlie  former,  for  the  purpofes 
of  thi$  tax.     He  wifhed  to  avoid  harfli  expreflipns  when  mention- 
ing thofe  perfons ;  they  were  good-looking  men,  drefled  in  good 
cloaths,  felei^ed  from  the  tax  office  for  their  activity  and  vigilance* 
*'  But  what  are  their  habits,  and  what  have  been  their  Employments? 
They  are  perfons  whofe  duty  it  is  to  go  about  and  fee  the  number 
of  fervants,    horfes,  dogs,  &c.  that  each  man  has,  and  to  makerm 
true  return  ;  in  this  it  is  their  intereO,  as  well  as  duty,  to  be  keen 
and  adlivCk      Thefe  are  the  perfons  th^t  are  now  to  come  abroad 
to  furvey  and  infped  men's  properties,  and  to  get  at  the  truth  by 
getting  at  the  fecrets  of  each  man's  affairs.  How  is  this  to  be  done  i 
I  know  no  other  way  than  by  cajoling,  corrupting,  and  bribing  the 
clerks  and  domeAics  of  the  refpeiSive  houfes  they  wifh  to  examine  ; 
actions  for  which  a  man  ought  to  be  hooted  out  of  fociety  !    Does 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  laughs  (alluding  to  a  member  on  the 
oppofite  lide  who  fmiled)  thihk  it  grateful  to  amufe  h'imfelf  at  the 
diftreflfes  this  bill  muft  excite  in  private  families  }  This  then  is  not 
a  country  for  an  honed  man  to  live  in!    Every  man  is  not  gifted 
with  the  candour  and  fpirit  of  the  learned  gentleman ; — docs  he 
think  it  a  country  for  an  honeft  man  to  live  in  l-r^l  will  fay,  it  is  a 
country,  not  for  men  of  plain  and  honed  feelings,  though  it  may 
for  placemen  and  pen(ioner«.     Oh !  they,  to  be  fure,  will  r&,  fairly^ 
and  are  abovb  fufplcion ;  for  will  it  be  really  fuppofed,  that  an  in- 
fpe6tor  wduld  dare  to  inform  againft  them  i  If  he  (hould,  he  would 
know  that  he  muft  lofc  his  place,  and  that  another  would  be  recom- 
mended to  611  it.*'     In  thefe  obfervations  he  did  not  allude  to  the 
paft  condud  of  thefe  infpedors.      He  i*nly  meant  to  fay,  that,  to 
fill  their  office  effedlually,  they  mud  wade  through  the  dirt,  and 
defcend  to  the  qnoft  fhameful  pradlices.     Againft  the  commifllton- 
er3  he  had  nothing  to  urge,   they  were  refpeflable  men :    but  the 
prefent  defcription  of  them  muft  dwindle  fad  away.     It  could  be 
no  (ituation  for  a  gentleman,  that  would  oblige  him  to  bold  daily 
communion  with  fpies  and  informers ;  and  who  would  enter  into 
an  employment  that  involved   fo  many  unpleafant  circumftances  t 
Some  indeed,  from  a  prying  difpofition,  might  wi(h  to  be  com* 
milConer^y  but  none  could  feel  an  honourable  temptation.     But 
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admitti.ng  that  refpefiabl  emen  might  be  influenced  by  fair  nx>tives 
to  undertake  the  fituation  for  one  year,  there  was  little  chance  that 
they  wouM  continue  to  do  fo  for  ten.     He  was  certain,  that  in 
the  courfe  pf  ten  years  the  whole   defcription  of  coromilliGners 
would  change)  and  that  office  pafs  into  the  hands  of  low  and  fordid 
men.— He  further  obfervcd  on  the  operation  of  the  fyftem  of  talc- 
ing the  tenths  of  men's  income :   It  impoverifhed  the  middle  clafe, 
and  advanced  thofe  only  in  trade  who  could  put  the  additional  bur- 
tficn  on  the  article  in  which  they  traded ;— for  the  prefent  high 
price  of  things  was  owing  in  a  great  meafurc  to  this  tax.     He  ex- 
emplified this  in  the  cafe  of  the  wine- merchant,  as  that  cafe  might 
be  moft  eafily  comprehended  by  thofe  gentlemen  whom  he  wi(hed 
to  convince,  and  he  would  fpeak  from  his  own^  experience.     What 
he  formerly  paid  50  guineas  for,  was  ngw  advanced  by  the  late  tax 
to  70;  and  the  wine- merchant  charged  it   with  tep  more,  which 
brought  it  up  to  80  guineas ;  thus  he  (hifted  the  tax  from  his  own 
fhoulders,  as  others  did,  and  by  thefe  means  the  whole  was  thrown 
upon  that  dafs  of  the  community  who  were  poflefled  of  a  limited 
income.-^ Under  this  confideration,  he  fhould  think  the*  Houfe 
would  paufe  before  they  fufFcred  the  whole  community  to  be  op- 
preflcd.      In  the  education  of  their  children,  what  can  parents  now 
do  ?  On  looking  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  and  navy,  he  would 
afk,  whether  it  was'  honourable  to  take  from  thofe  who  had  fcrvcd 
their  country,  the  tenth  of  their  income  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  ?  Such  was  the  depreciation  money  had  undergone,  that  700]. 
a-year  was  better  before  the  war  than  loool.  now. — The  confc- 
quences  would  be  felt :  they  would  be  vifible  in  the  orders  of  the 
.  Church  and  Magif^racy :  thofe  offices  would  lofe  much  of  their 
rcfpedlability,   becaufe  they  would   not  be  difcharged  as  tHcy  were 
ufed  to  be.     The  gentry  who  pofleffed  property  from  1000  to 
1 500].   a-year,  and  who  kept  their  carriages  and  horfes,  were 
driven  into  little  towns  for  (helter;  and  the  middle  clafs,  which  - 
formed  the  moft  refpc6lable  part  of  fociety,  were  likely  to  be  foon 
cxtinguifhed,  ground  down  by  the  oppreflion  of  this  tax.     When 
that  clafs  was  dcftroycd,  the  beft  clafs  of  fubjedts  would  be  atinihi- 
lated. — They  filled  that  order  in  the  State  which  placed  them  too 
high  to  be  led  away  by  wrong  opinions,  and  left  them  fufficiently' 
lo^  to  have  a  fellow-feeling  with  the  great  mafs  of  the  people.     But 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  fay,  that  all  this  was  but  a 
transfer  of  property  :   that  He  admitted,  but  denied  that  it  was  be- 
neficial to  the  country,  becauie  it  did  not  go,  in.  its  transfer,  to  pay 
ofF  the  fums  we  had  borrowed,  but  to  enrich  individuals  :   and  it 
*was  bard  on  thofe  who  had  ihewn  a  zeal  for  their  country^  to  be 
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treated  harfhiy  by  it.<— *He  would  maintaiiii  that  transferred  pro- 
perty was  the  fame  in  fpirit  as  it  was  in  fubftance  ;  for  upilart 
wealth  affumcd  a  difFerent  charaflcr.  An  cftate  tranfmitted  from 
father  to  fon,  carried  in  its  courfe  certain  duties  and  obligations 
which  were  attached  to  it,  and  which  in  the  transfer  altered  their 
condition  and  were  dedroyed.  Hence  may  be  inferred,  that 
change  which  the  manners  of  the  community  mud  undergo,  and  a 
change,  he  dreaded,  much  for  the  worfe.  It  was  on  motives  fuch 
asthefe  that  he  called  upon  the  attention  and  indulgence  of  the 
Houfe,  and  hoped  that  they  would  agre6  with  him  in  the  motion  he 
had  to  make  :  he  did  not  defire  to  derange,  to  cmbarrafs,  or  to  in- 
troduce into  the  finances  any  obArudion.  His  objc<5t  was,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  balance  and  well-being  of  the  community*  Should  he, 
however,  fail  in  this  intention,  fume  good  would  Aill  follow  ;  it 
would  operate  as  a  notice  tp  people  ot  fmall  fortune  to  change  their 
mode  of  living,  as  they  would  be  unable  to  maintain  their  rank  in 
fociety.  All  he  afked  was,  that  on  the  return  of  peace  they  might 
be  allowed  to  retrieve,  by  economy,  the  ravages  which  war  had 
made  on  their  properties.  Upder  the  jn-efent  fyftem,  no  retrench- 
ments could  fet  them  to  rights.  They  had  no  refource  but  to  quit 
their  rank  in  fociety.  Mr.  Tierney  concluded  with  moving^ 
**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  limit  the  duration  of  the 
tax  upon  income." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  iaid,  that  one  radical  error  appeared  to 
him  to  have  pervaded  the  whole  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken,  that  of  fuppofing  the  tax  upon  In-< 
come  was  impofed  by  a  wanton  fpirit  of  innovation  by  diofe  who 
had  argued  it  as  a  meafure  of  finance,  and  Without  a  fufficient 
ground  appearing  of  its  necelTity.  Now  he  would  fay,  that  whatever 
reafon  that  Houfe  and  the  Public  had  .  to  rejoice,  and  ijiey  were 
many,  at  the  diAinguifhed  blefltngs  which^  had  marked  this  country 
iuperior  to  any  other  nation  upon  earth,,  and  had  held  it  up  during . 
feveral  yea r^  of  fevere  trial;  yet  it  would  be  idle  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  efforts  we  were  called  upon  to  make  in  that  trial  were  very  light, 
efpedally  when  we  were  endeavouring  to  deliver  ourfelves  and  the 
reft  of  the  world  ;  it  would  be  idle  to  expedl  that  fuch  an  end  could 
poflibly  be  attained  without  fomething  more  than  ordinary  exertion^ 
and  therefore  the  preffure  muft  be  felt.  After  the  funding  fyftem, 
which  had  been  of  fo  much  advantage,  had  fo  much  contributed  to 
the  profperity  of  this  country,  and  had  been  carried  to  an  extent  far 
beyond  what  many  ^rfons  thought  it  could  poflihly  endure,  and 
when  wc  were  called  upc4i  to  meet  an  extraordinary  exigency  for 
ll^hich  the  funding  fvftem  was  not  of  itfelf  fuihcient.  '*  would  be  idle 
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Indeed  to  expeift  that  fuch'a  confluence  of  difficulties  as  we  had  met 
could  poflibly  be  over^me  without  extraordinary  exertions  ;  he  be- 
licvedy  however,  at  the  fame  Amc^  that  the  meafure  which  the  !«•*- 
giflature  had  adopted,  in  its  matured  flate,  would  furmount  the  diffi- 
culties ;  but  even  in  its  pref(^nt  imperfed  one,  fo  very  fhort  of  what 
it  was  intended  (o  be,  and  would  reach,  it  would  go  a  great  way  to- 
wards that  defirable  end,  and  was  a   meafure  fuperior  in  its  nature 
tQ  any  fyftem  of  finance  that  had  been  adopted  in  this  country,  in 
point  of  prudence,  policy  and  juftice,  as  well  as  of  eflicacy,and  was 
fubjedt  to  none  of-the  evils  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman  com- 
plained, nor  would,  in  the  refult,  produce  any  of  the  incohveniencies 
which  had  been  flared  as  neceflarily  arifing  out  of  it,  but  dIreAljf 
the  reverfe.  '  The  honourable  gentleman  had,  towards  the  end  of 
his  fpeech,  treated  the  tax  upon  income  as  flriking  at  the  deareft  in-* 
terefls  of  fome  of  the  moft   valuable  'clafles  of  fociety ;  but  the 
Houfe  would  recoUef^,  that  this  was  the  fame  argument  urged  in,  the 
fame  manner,  and  delivered  with  the  fame  vehemence,  as  the  very 
fame  honourable  gentleman  had  done  on  this  tax  when  the  fubjed 
was  firft  difcufled   in  that  Houfe,  and   when  the   fame  honourable 
member,  as  well  as  many  others,  had  urged  objedlions  to  the  prin- 
.  dpie  of  raifing  fo  large  a  fum   of  the  fupplies   within   the  year  ; 
which  arguments  had  t)een  anfwered,  and  upon  mature  deliberation 
refuted  in  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  as  appeared  by  its  votes  in  the 
year  1 798  ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  needlefs  for  him  to  go  over 
again  the  whole  of  the   former  grounds.     He  would  merely  flate 
enpaffanty  that  it  had  been  ftrenuoully  maintained,  that  railing,  or 
attempting  to  raife,  fo  large  a  portion  of  our   fupplies   within  ihe 
year  would  materially  diminifli,  and  probably  deflroy  our  profperity 
as  a  commercial  nation,  by  impairing  the  fources  of  our  finance  ; 
the  beft  anfwer  to  this,  as  well  as  the  bed  fatisfa^ion  to  the  public, 
was,  that  the  experience  of  three  years  had  (hewn  the   dired  con- 
trary of  thefe  confident  predictions  ;  that  our  commerce  had  rifen 
by  that  fyftcm  which  was  ftated  to  be  the  forerunner  of  its  downfal,^ 
and  had  incrcafed  under  the  plan  by  which  it  Was  faid  itmuft  be  di- 
minifhed.     This  he  took  to  be  fomething  like  a  conclufive  refu- 
tation of  all  the  gloomy  pnignoflics  that  were  made  on  the  cffcSt  of 
the  income  tax,  at  leaft  as  confidered  in  a  public  point  of  view.—* 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  dilated  upon   various   topics,  and 
among  them  he  had  urged  the  inconveniencies  which  he  faid  muft 
arife  from  the  income  tax  on  families   of  moderate   income,  and 
particularly  on  the  middle  clafs  of  the  gentry  ;  and  he  had  taken  a 
"Aindtion  between  fome  incomes  and  others,  in  order  to  fhcw  that 
nc  of  them  could  bear  the  tax  better  thaii  others.     Upon  the  firflE 
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of  tbcfe  aiguments^  the  difcuffion  on  former  occafions.  had  been 
ample;  the  dodh-ine  of  the  honourable  gentleman^  had  been  over 
and  over  again  examined;  Parliament  had  decided  upon  the  fubje£t; 
and  it  would  be  tedious  to  go  over  the' fame  ground  again,  the  more 
efpecially  as  there  had  been  no  pradical  ground  ftatcd  of  pofittve 
inconvenience  felt  :  nor  was  there  ^ny  thing  now  Aated  as  to  the 
difFcjreiice.  confidered  as  an  income,  bc^tween  that  of  a  tenant  in  fee 
fimplcy  or  that  of  a  tenant  for  life,  when  appljed  to  the  principle  of 
railing  money  within  the  year ;  it  was  the  fame  in  that  fenfe,  and  ii^^ 
deed  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  attemptrd  to  introduce  any 
new  argument,  but  had  contented  himfelf  with  re-aflerting  his  for- 
mer ones.  The  honourable  gentleman  flatcd,  that  the  operation  of 
this  bill  was  to  reduce  a  perfon  of.ioool.  a  year,  to  the  (late  qF 
one  formerly  at  7 col. — that  was  not  the  way  of  confidering  the 
fubjedl ;  the  real  queftion  was,  in  confidering  the  policy  of  the  in* 
come  taX])^  whether,  if  the  fame  fum  were  to  be  raifed  within  the 
year  by  taxes  on  the  articles  of  confumption,  they  would  not  be 
snore  feverely  felt  by  the  confumer  than  this  tax  was  ;  and  mod 
clearly  it  would,  becaufe  it  would  be  impofiible  to  lay  any  tax  oa 
the  articles  of  confumption,  without  more  going  out  of  the  pocket  of 
the  confumer  than  came  into  the  Exchequer.  The  inftance  which  * 
the  honourable  gentlenfan  had  given  of  the  article  of  wine  was  bss* 
yond  meafure  extravagant ;  the  income  bill  could  not  poiTibly  be.th^ 
caufe  of  its  being  fuch  a  price  as  eighty  guineas<-«-that  price  was  a 
point  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  motion  now  brought  before 
the  Houfe,  which  was  for  the  repeal  or  the  difcontinuance  of  the 
income  bill ;  and  to  conned  them  was  abfolutely  prepofterous.— « 
Indeed  this  very  fubje£l  chofen  by  the  honourable  gentleman  as  an 
illuft ration  of  his.argument  againfl  the  income  tax,  refuted  it.  By 
taxes  en  confumption,  not  only  would  the  retailer  of  the-article  lay 
on  a  profit  to  himfelf  when  a  duty  was  impofcd  ;  but  if  he  found  it 
convenient  to  continue!  the  trade,  he  might,  in  many  inftanccs,  with^ 
draw  his  capital  from  that  branch,  and,  by  that  means,  alfo  dimi* 
ni(b  the  competition  in  the  trade,  and  confequently  enable  tho^ 
who  continued  in  the  trade  to  raife  with  more  facility  the  price  of 
the  article  ;  but  it  was  one  of  the  excellencies  of  the  .income  tax 
to  frufirate  all  defigns  of  this  kind,  by  laying  the  duty,  not  upon  any^ 
article,  but  upon  the  general  income  of  the  party  ;  and  therefore  it 
was  free  from  all  tlie  objedions  which  had  fo  frequently,  and  to  a 
given  extent  juftly,  been  urged  againfi  taxes  upon  the  articles  of 
confumption,  that  the  con(umer  paid  much  more  ttian  the  Exche* 
quer  received.  Then  he  would  a(k,  how  did  the  objections  to  this 
tax  apply  to  the  proprietor  of  land  more  than  to  any  other  gentle* 
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man.  or  to  the  middle  order  of  focicty  ?  What  was  the  option  of 
the  Legifl^ture  ?  Either  that  it  (hould  take  this  method  of  taxation  ; 
or  recur  to  the  old  fydem  of  taxation  on  the  articles  of  confumption  ; 
or  reje£t  the  idea  altogether  of  raiHng  a  large  fum  of  money  within 
the  year,  apd  put  an  end  to  our  exertions  in  fupport  of  the  conteft  in 
which  wc  were  fo  ncceflarily  engaged.     Either  we  muft   give  up 
the  fyf^cm  of  railing  a  large  portion  of  our  fupplies  within  the  year, 
by  which  we  had  raifed  our  own  credit '  and  revived  the  hopes  of 
the  reft  of  Europe,  or  elfe  raife  rhat  portion  ;  and  if  we   were  to 
raife  it,  then  we  were  driven  to  a  choice  of  either  railing  it  thus,  or 
by  a  tax  upon  confumption  ;  for,  let  not  the  honourable  gentleman 
think,  that  if  he  got  rid  of  this  inconie  bill,  there  mu(t  not  be  raifed 
by  fome  other  mode  fix  millions  a  year  ;  and  he  nrtaintained,  that 
«    raifing  it  by  other  modes  would  be  much  worfe  than  thfs,  not  only 
for  the  prefent,  but  tor  any  future-  war,  and  would  entail  a  larger 
permanent  burden.     This  was  an.objc6l  for  the  moft  ferious  atten- 
tion'of  the  Houfe. ,   There  were  two  other  general  heads  of  argu* 
ment,  on  which  the  honourable  gentleman  dwelt  :  one  was,  that 
the  prefent  fyftcm  had  totally  failed  of  its  object  ;  the  other,  that 
the  general  effcS  of  it  was  to  give  an  advantage  to  the  (lock-holder 
over  the  landed  proprietor,  and  other  clafles  of  the  community.—— 
Now,  in  order  to  avoid  unncceftary  minutiae  of  detail,  he  would  take 
the  income  tax  cither  as  feVen  or  fix  millions  ;  .that  either  of  thefc 
fums  fell  very  ihort  of  what  he  hoped  to  obtain,  was  undoubtedly 
true,  the  which  truth  there  was  neither  any  extraordinar)'  candour  in 
his  admitting,  nor  in  the  honourable  gentleman's    difcovcring,  al* 
though  ^he  honourable  gentleman  fuppottcd  his  argument  very  un- 
juftly,  recurring  to  the  rcfolution  of  laft  year  upon  this  fubjedl,  and 
taking  it  for  granted  that  this  tax  was  to  continue  in  no  (hape  what- 
ever after  the  M'ar  ;  although  he  admitted,  that  the  afleffed  taxes,  of 
which  it  was  the  fubftltute,  were  to  continue  for  fome  time  of  peace, 
to  make  up  what  might  be  deficient  after  the  war.   How  the  honour- 
able gentleman  reconciled  thcfe  two  parts  of  his  fpcech  to  each  other, 
was  not  eafily  guefifed  ;  but  when  he  took   a  view  of  that  tax  as 
raifing  a  certain  fum  of  the  fupply  within  the  year,  he  forgot  the 
convoy  tax,  which  was  added  to  makeup  the  deficiency  of  that  tax, 
and  which  produced  a  very.confidcrable  fum.      A  million  and  a 
half  was  raifed  within  the  year,  befides  the  alTcflcd  taxes.      In  the 
next  place,  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  give  the  Huufe  a  true 
general  notion  of  the  fyftem  of  this  bill,     ^\'hcn  he  firft  moved 
,  this  fubjeft  in  the  Houfe,  that  his  objed^  was  to  raife  a  large  fum  of 
money  within  the  year,  was  moft  true  ;  that  Jie  ftatcd  it  at  6rft  to  be 
^18  hope  it  would  produce  ten  millions  a  year,  was  true  alio }  that 
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it  fell  (hort  of  that  fum  was  equally  true  ;  but  wliat  was  the  infis 
rence  ?  The  honourable  gentleman,  with  peculiar  dexterity,  called 
for  the  full  produce  of  the  eftimate^  or  elfe  called  on  the  Houie  to 
vejcd  it  altogether,  as  if  there  was  no  medium  between  producing  all 
and  producing  none  of  the  eftimates*  We  were  jn  hopes  of  ten 
mtUions'-^we  had  feven  out  of  the  ten  millions,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  infixed  ^hat  all  the  folidity  of  the  priiKiple  was  gone^ 
fince  it  pMuced  only  feven-tenths  of  its  eAimate,  thit  was  to  fay^ 
that  feven  tenths  of  a  given  fum  are  equal  to  no  given  pSLXt  of  it, 
and  therefore  "foa  (hould  go  back  to  a  fyftem  which  you  had  departed 
.from  as  inadequate  to  your  neceflitics,  and  quit  one  which  hac)  been 
found  much  better,  and  that  before  experiment  liad  been  fuflSiciently 
repeated  to  entitle  i(to  the  charaAer  of  proof}  for  he  maintained^ 
that  hitherto  we  had  not  experience  enough  to  pronounce  on  the 
probable  produce  of  the  income  tax.  Whether  it  would  pcoduca 
what  he  conceived  at  fird  or  not,  he  would  g^ve  no  confident  opi* 
nion  ;  but  he  might  be  permitted  to  obfervc,  that  deficiencies  of' 
this  kind  had  been  experienced  in  many  infiances  where  theeftimate 
ifiis  of  the  moft  confident  kind,  he  meant  in  fome  excifeable  articles, 
which  were  under  the  care  of  men  of  fome  experience  in  the  article, 
and  whofe  mode  of  enforcing  the  due  execution  of  the  fyilem  under 
which  they  aded  was  more  fummary  than  is  common  to  the  aiFairs 
of  taxes  in  general ;  and  why  the  deficiency  in  this  fubje£l  ihould 
be  deemed  fo  fatal  to  the  meafure  itfelf,  he  owned  that  he  was  ^t  a 
lofs  to  know.  He  contended  therefore,  that  the  arguments  of  tha 
honourable  gentleman  upon  that  fubjefi  were  not  conclufiv^ ;  in 
(hoit,  he  maintained,  without  fear  of  contradtfiion,  that  the  experi« 
ments  hitherto  made  upon  the  income  tax  .were  not  fufficieot  to  eiui* 
ble  us  to  judge  of  its  final  amount.  But  he  muft  call  on  tba 
Houfe  to  recoUefk  the  feelings  it  had  long  entertained,  with  regard 
to^the  neceflity  there  was  ftill  to  adhei;e  to  that  fyftem  which  fup- 
ports  our  credit  in  carrying  on  the  cotitcft  in  which  we  are  now  £0 
neceflariiy  engaged,  and  which  fyftem  was  not  only  beneficial  to  us 
in  our  own  opinion,  but  was  highly  to  our  crcd\t  in  foreign  09un«  , 
tries.  He  would  aik  the  HouCe  how  this  matter  fiood  now,  aa 
oohipared  to  our  ftate  and  condition  in  the  year  1797,  when  the 
meafure  was  firft  applied— *Thk  fyfiem  had  produced  Ids  than  its 
eAimate,  knd  ytt  it  had  worked  a  great  change  to  our  advantage^ 
not  in  our  opinion  only,  but  alfo  in  the  opinion  of  foreigo  countries; 
it  had  revived  and  animated  the  hopes  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  Ha 
would  fay,  that  its  failure  to  produce  the  whole  was,  inftead  of  an 
argument  againft  the  principle,  very  ftrongly  in  its  favour,  fince  no*» 
thing  but  the  cxcelicnce  of  the  principle  pouid  poQibly  be  viferrsd 
Vol.  XII.  K 
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from    s    meafure  which  produced  foch  beneficial  ^ds,  even 
althou^  it  fell  (hort  of  itt  cftimatc. 

He  maintained,  therefore^  without  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  the 
poflibSlitjr  of  hts  being  refuted,  that  all  which  had  been  faid  on  this 
bratich  of  the  fubjed  was  fo  far  from  being  againft  it,  that  the  whole 
was  an  illuftration'of  its  truth,  its  efficacy,  and  its  juAice.     He 
then  proceeded  to  obferve  on  the  probable  effed  that  die  borrowing 
all  the  iponey  which  had  been  raifed  for  the  three  laft  years  would 
have  upon  the  public  funds,  rf  the  old  fydem  only  had  been  adopted. 
He  ihight  aflc,  whether  it  would  have  been  pradicable  to  prefervo 
ear  credit  by  that  fyftem  i     At  the  firft  of  thefe  three  years,  he  be^ 
liered  ftock  would  be  found  to  be,  inftead  of  45,  48  ;  and  tfiat  it 
rote  from  that  to  5 5,  and  that  in  the  year  1 800  it  was  6 1  ;  fo  that 
here  was  an  incrcafeof  16I.  upon  45,  that  is  to  fay,  anjncreafe  in 
flock  of  between  33  and  34  per  cent.     This  he  noticed  merely  to 
fiiew,  that  many  tnilliona  o(  pofitive  gain  had  accrued  by  the  adop* 
tion  of  thiis  fyftem  ia  the  couife  of  three  out  of  fix  or  feven  years  of 
ezpenfivc  and  unexampled  war ;  and  he  did  not  exped  to  hear  it 
argued  that  the  public  have  not  air  intereft  in  feeing  the  price  of  flock 
Ugh.     There  could  be  but  two  ways  tq  relieve  the  public  credit, 
chher  bf  that  which  was  adopted  of  raifing  money  widiin  the  year»- 
or  by  proceeding  on  the  old  fyftem  ;  and  if  he- found  that  this  plan 
had  raifed  the  credit  of  the  country,  aa  moft  unqueflionably  it  had^  - 
}te  oould  not  fee  how  it  could  be  maintained  (aflerted  it  might  very 
cafiily}  jthat  this  fyflem  had  been  inefficacious.     He  owned  he  Aw 
no  nx>m  for  any  gloom)'  defpondency  in  our  financial  afl^airs*     He 
maintained,  that,  upon  calculation,  it  was  manifeftthat  in  the  courfc 
of  the  lafl  three  years  the  manner  in  which  money  had  been  bor** 
rowed,  produced  to  the  public,  in  comparifon  of  what  nKifl  h:iv>e 
been  the  cfkA  of  borrowing  on  the  old  fyflem,  a  fum  not  lefs  than 
24,850,0001. :  this  was  among  the  advantages  that  the  public  hakV 
already  obtained  by  a  meafure  called' inefficacious  l^  the  honourable 
gentleman.    Kut  there  were  two  other  ways  of  viewing  this  fubje^t  $ 
what  would  have  been  the  ttkSt  of  borrowing  by  the  old  fydem- 
when  the  flock  was  ar  45,  compared  with  what  the  prefent  fyflern 
had  produced,  and  wiU  mofl:  probably  and  indeed  almoft  certainly', 
produce,  flating  the  income  bill  tt  6  or  7  millions?     The  totaf 
expence  by  loan  would  have  been  between  69  and  70  millions. 
Interefl  and  charges  on  the  finking  fund  would  not  have  amounted 
fo  lefs 'of  permanent  burthen  than  6,i6o,opol.     He  would  how- 
ever in  candour  flate,  that  there  was  about  i,2oo,oool.  permanent 
taxes  to  be  deduced,  but  then  the  faving  would  flill  be  4,600,000!.  f 
and  therefore  the  Houfe  had  only  to  aflc  itfelf^  whether  it  would 
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^ce  to  this  modon,  the  eSfo&  of  which  would  be  to  take  v/wf  the 
faving  of  permanent  taxes  to  this  amount,  and  which  may  be  felt, 
only  for  7,  or  8|  or  9,  or»  as  the  honourable  gentleman  ftatcd  it» 
I  o  ycarsy  at  6  millions  a  year  ?  Whether  we  fbould  prefer  near 
5  n^illions  of  permanent  taxes  to  that  of  7  millions  for  a  few 
years  ?  Calculating  the  finking  fund  in  its  operation  to  pay  off 
ihe-dcbtin  40  years,  and  taking  the  income  tax  for  8  or  10  yeart^ 
and  comparii^  it  with  the  load  of  5  millions  permanent  taxes,  the 
one  would  be  about  73,  the  other  198  millions,  making  a  differ-^ 
ence  of  x  25  millions  in  favour  of  the  public  by  the  plan  -of  thC' 
income  bill ;  that  was  the  real  ftate  of  what  this  meafuie  would 
produce,  this  inefficacious  meafure  as  it  had  been  calltd.  This 
was,  howeyer,  a  faving  in  a  national  point  of  view,  and  tbat» 
he  contended,  was  the  f «ir  way  of  confidering  it ;  but  he  then  took' 
a  view  of  the  advantages  it  would  produce,  fuppoGng  it  was  calcul- 
ated as  it  referred  to  the  intereA  of  an  individual,  in  which  the  ad* 
vantage  would  alfo  be  very  great  in  oompariibn  of  the  old  fyftcn)* 
Having  pafled  over  thefc  topics,  he  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  ano* 
ther,  urged  by  the  honourable  gentlemsin  who  preceded  him;  it  was»- 
that  the  income  bill  tended  to  rife,  unduly,  the  price  of  Aock,  at 
the  expence  of  the  landed  intereft,  after  the  war  was  oven  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  thought  that  this  would  be  the  tSkA.  otilj  . 
after  the  war,  he  ought  to  have  confined  his  motion  to  that  fubjed  ; 
but  his  motion  went  to  take  away  the  effed  of  this  fyfteni,  ^he« 
ther  the  war  continued  or  not.  It  was  true,  the  Houfe. might 
vote  for  the  meafure  again,  although  the  motion  (hould  be  carried  : 
but  all  the  objections  of  the  hcmourable  gentleman  were  againfi  the 
income  bill  in  general  ;  and  what  would  be  the  cfFed  of  adopting 
his  motion  ?  Why,  that  of  making  it  doubtful  whether  Parlia- 
ment would  continue  the  meafura  or  not  ;  and  that  too  when  we 
found  the  confidence  it  had  already  infufed  into  the  people  of  this 
country — the  fpirit  it  had  kindled  all  over  Europe,  and  after  our 
enemy  had  been  almoft  entirely  converted  by  it  into  an  opinion  that 
our  refources  are  inexhaudible,  this  w^s  the  meafure  which  the  mo- 
tion of  the  honourable  gentleman  would  make  it  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  we  thould  continue  it  or  riot.  He  was  much  deceived  ia 
the  temper  of  the  Houfe  if  it  had  any  idea  of  acceding  to  fuoh  a 
motion.  It  fhould  at  all  events  be  deferred  to  a  period  of  peaoe» 
and  ihen  the  Houfe  would  conlider  whether  it  would  contifuie  the 
meafure  ;  and  if  it  did,  would  then  confider  under  what  HKniifica- 
tions  or  limitations,  and  fo  what  degree  or  extent,  it  (hould  be  fo  ' 
6>iKinu6d.  .  He  did  not  csll  this  meafure,  although  adopted  by 
Parliiaineotj  and  although  fa  very  beneficial  alxcadyj,  a  pledge  that  it 
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ihould  be  continued  for  any  given  length  oi^time  ;  it  was  not  in  he 


nature  of  a  bai]galn,  that  this  fyflem  (hould  at  all  events  be 
tinaed.     He  was  not  aware  of  any  thing  that  paflTed  between  him 
and  thofe  who  contra£led  for  the  late  loans ;  bik  it  was;  and  indeed 
niuA  be,  naturaHy  underfiood,  that  Parliament  would  adhere  to  a 
fyikm  it  had  adopted   upon    fo  rnu^h  deliberation  as  they  had 
done  thisjyftcm,  and  would  not  hafttlyy  or  lightly,  or  eaiily  abati* 
don  it ;  and  therefore,  without  making  any  bar  to  the  future  deli- 
beration of  Parliament,  which  indeed  could  not  be  done  coofiftentl  j 
with  the  free  exercife  of  its  funfiions,  the  Houfe  would  confider  very 
gravely,  and  very  cautioufly,  the  whole  of  the  properties  of  fucba  plan 
as  this,  before  they  agreed  to  abandon  it.  He  did  not  thihk  that  the 
Houfe  would  be  fuddenly  induced  to  give  up  a  fyftem  which  had  con- 
duced fomuch  to  the  advantage  of  public credk,  and  raifed  fo  much, 
confidence  all  over£urope,  merely  becaufe  an  honourable  member 
fliould  be  pleafed  to  requeft  it.     He  did  not  think  the  Houfe  would 
fit  once  turn  its  back  upon  fuch  a  plan  as  this,  and  take  a  contrary 
eourfe,  by  which  they  would  deprefs  the  funds.     He  did  not  think 
that  becaufe^  good  bargains ,  were  made  *on  behalf  of  the  public 
f^  when  the  funds  were  low,  an  opportunity  would  be  looked  for  to 
^^avail  icfelf  of  an  unfair  advantage  when  the  funds  were  high,  and 
Cake  a  new  eourfe  on  that  account  merely.  ^  Such  a  conduct  wMld 
be  unworthy  of  the  juftice  or  the  dignity  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Commons.    How  much  further  the  operation  of  this  meafure  might 
go,  would  depend,  as  it  oughti  on  th^  wifdom  of  Parliament  in 
conliderrng  the  fubjed^  at  a  future  period ;  and  he  apprehended  they 
would  be  a  great  deal  guided  by  the  future  Aate  of  public  credit,  and 
yarious  other  circumftances.     He  was  defirous  of  having  it  under- 
Hoodi  that  he  was  at  prefent  giving  no  opinion  on  thefe  topics— he 
was  now  only  contending,  that  hitherto  the  beneficial  efFeds  of  this 
iyftem  were  very  great ;  for  it  had  enabled  the  public  to  borrow, 
tmd  would  enable  it  to  pay,  much— very  much  cheaper  than  could 
have  been  done  without  it.  ,  But  the  honourable  gentle(nan  con- 
tended, that  this  fyftem  was  favourable  to  the  nH)nied  men,  and 
allpwcd  to  the  money-lenders  exorbitant  profits.  Now,  how  did  the 
fads  fiand  upon  that  fubjefl  ?    Why,'  that,  confidering  the  flate  of 
the  funds,  the  bargains  made  for  loans  for  the  three  laft  years,  that 
IS,  (ince  this  fyflem  began  to  operate,  had  been  more  beneficial  to 
the  public  than  at  any  former  period  ;  and  the  whole  fyftem,  in  that 
rcfyt&,  had  a  tendency  dhedly  contrary  to  that  which  had  been 
ilated  by  the  honourable  gentleman.     Here  he  recited  the  terms  of 
the  loans  for  the  laft  three  years,  not  by  the  way  of  infoimation  to 
the  Houfe,  for  they  bad  been  often  before  difcuQed^  but  by  way  of 
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mere  illuftratkm  of  what  he  had  fald  upon  that  fubJeA  generally^  . 
Aod  here  dgain  he  muft  take  notice  of  an  invidious  and  an  injurious 
difti  nation  taken  by  the  honourable  gentleman — not  that  he  accufed 
the  honourable  gentleman  x>f  any  unfair  intentfon,  but  he  looked  at 
the  probable  tffcA  of  ihefe  things,  and  on  that  account  he  took  no- 
tice of  them.     The  diftindion  which  he  faid  was  invidious  and  in- 
jurious waSy   that  which  was  attempted  to  be  drawn  between  the 
intereft  of  the  monicd  men  and  thofe  of  the  landed  proprietor. 
There  was  no  foundation  for  any  fuch  diftinAion.     Tn  the  com- 
munity in  which  we  had  the  happinefs  to  live,  their  interefts  were 
the  fame ;  and  if  to  wi(b  to  raife  the  funds,  and  poflibly  being  in 
fome  degree  inOmmental  in  efleding  it,  was  a  crime,  he  was  ready  to 
plead  guilty  to  the  charge.     But  he  owned  ^  it  was  the  firft  time  he 
ever  knew  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bdng  convided  of  die 
'  crime  of  increafing  the  price-^of  the  public  funds  in  time  of  war* 
JLf  thisbe  forthegratificatibn  of  his  friends  and  for  the  advantage 
of  the  public,  and  it  be  a  crime  to  have  thus  a£led,^  he  muft  plead 
guilty ;  at  the  fame  time  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  thofe  who  pro- 
fited by  this  were  not  the  money-lenders,  but  the  bulk  of  the  na- 
tion-at  large.     It  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  vblationof  common 
fenfe,  to  fay>  that  any  land-owner  in  the  kingdom  was  fo  (ituated, 
or  could  be  (o  lituated,  as  not  to  have  a  dircA  intereft  in  the  value 
of  the  funds';  an  indlred  intereft  every  body  knew  each  individual 
to  have.     But  that  which  excited  his  ^ftoniftiment  moft\>f  all  was 
this>  after  feeing  the  beneficial  tttc&  which  the  high  price  of  the  funds 
had  upon  agriculture'— upon  the  ^piofits  of  the  merchants-^upon 
the  capital  pf  the  manufadurer-— or  upon  the  more  refined  confi- 
deration  of  reducing  the  intereft  of  money  upon  mortgages,  and 
«  bringing  it  down  to  4.  inftead  of  5  per  cent. -^ when  he  faw  the 
fcheme  now  aded  upon  reducing  the  accumulation  of  the  capital  of 
our  debt,  the  conftant  theme  of  the  prognoftic  of  our  ruin,  and  yet 
heard  it  faid  it  was  for  the.  advantage  of  the  public  that  the  funds 
(hould  not  be  very  high,  this,  he  ovpned,  ejtcired  his  aftoniihment. 
The  lower  the  intereft  of  money  was,  he  muft  contend,  the  better  it 
was  for  all  clafles  of  perfons  in  thfc  community.     He  contended, 
that  this  was  the  general  efied  of  the  fyftem  which  the  honourable, 
•  gentleman  propoTe^l  by  his  motion  to  fet  afide.     As  to  the  idea  that 
a  few  foreigners  who  held  money  in  our  funds  might  profit  confi-^ 
derably  by  felling  out  in  time  ofpeace-^bp  did  not  know  exadly 
.   their  number,  or  the  amount  of  their  property  in  our  funds-— per* 
baps  they  mi^t  be  a  2otb  or  30th  pan  of  the  whole ;  but  he  did 
not  very  well  underftandlt  to  be  an  objeAion  10  the  mafs  of  the 
people  of  tlus  country  profiting  largely^  that  foreigners  might  pcfflbly 
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Hikt  fciBC  finall  advantagj^  under  the  fame  ffikB^     As  to  the  bill 
which  had.  been  alluded  to,  and  which  was  withdrawn,   he  would 
only  fay  that  it  was  prefenred  to  hisn  by  petfons  of  experience.    He 
did  not  prefent  it  to  tiie  Houfe  as  a  i^eafure  that  was  not  likely  to 
he  materiaUy  altered.     He  found  it  was  liable  to  m»ny  objcdions, 
sod  he  was  not  a(hamed  to  fay  that  he  only  performed  his  duty  by 
baying  it  withdrawp,  either  becaufc  it  might  bt  impioper  in  its  mat- 
ter, or  particularly  inconvenient  in  the  execrution.      Upon  thi»  the 
honourable  gentleman  miglit  make  what  comment  he  pleaiied.    But 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  took  notice  of  the  Infpc^ors  and 
•ftirveyors  of  the  affairs  of  taxes,  he  was  pleafcd  to  call  tbem-fpies 
9nd  informers.  Nqw,  what  was  there  in  tl^is  ?   It  was  na  more  than 
the  duty  of  every  member  of  that  HouTe  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  prevent  the  evafion  of  taxes,  and  tl>efe  infpedors  did  no 
^  0iore :— -toconiider  them  as  a6ling  merely  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  an  individual  was  a  paltry  idea  ;  he  hoped  that  none   of 
them  would  do  fo.     But  when  th^  honourable  gendeman  faid  that 
no  hon^ft  or  honourable  man  wouM  like  to  live  in  England  under 
fiich  a  fyftem,  that  is,  if  he  be  made  to  pay  to  the  amount  of  the 
lax  by  means  of  fuch  perfons,  he  muftbeg  leave  to  fay,  that  this  was 
an  attempt  ta  afle^  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  by  idle  declamation  : 
it  was  ^n  endeavoi^  to  run  down  a  meafure  by  hard  words,  ^  hen  in 
xeality  there  was  nothing  objedlionable  -^fpies  and  informers  !   In 
the  firft  place,  what  was  meant  by  a  fpy  ?-— In  time  of  war  he  was 
a  recognized,  charafier.     But  what  was  the  true  meaning  of  a  fpy 
III  civil  life  ?  He  was  a  perfofi  who  difguifed  his  real  charadcr,  in 
order  to  find  out  from  another  fomething  that  was  to  be  concealed, 
and  which  he  was  to  difclofe  to  others.     Now  the  perfon  here  was 
to  be  appointed  by  ad  of  ParliaitKot  ;  in  fucha  (ituation  it  would 
be  curious  to  contend  that  he  was  a  pr xfon  who  concealed  his  cha* 
mder.     Another  fpecies  of  the  fpy  was  a  perfon  who  hui^  on  pri-^ 
vate  fociety,  to  catch  unguarded  words  Or  anions  in  the  courfe  of 
private  fociety,  and  rhen  report  them,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  peifcn 
who  confided  in  him  as  a  friend*    This  could  not  be  the  defcription 
of  a  perfon  who  had  a  public  defignaticm,  and  was  a6)ing  in  the 
due  execution  of  his  duty,  which  duty  confiAed  in  calling  on  ano« 
ther  to  do  what  the  law  of  the  land  commanded  him  to  perform. 
Now,  what  t!)ere  was  injurious  to  fociety  in  fuch  a  chara^er,  he 
(fid  not  fee.     In  (hort,  thcfe  general  epithets  of  odiuiti   bad  the 
'eSe(k  oi  deterring  honcft  men  from  the  performance  of  their  duty  ; 
and  hot  only  our  finance,  but  the  criminai  |uftice  bf  the  country, 
might  be  impeded  if  this  prad^k^  Was  to  obtain  to  any  great  ex- 
tent,    fie  knew  that  every  {\ibjc&  watf  bound  by  the  fpirit  of  our 
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fecial  cmippst&f  evety  man  who  accepted  an  oflSce  of  troft 
folemnly  pledged  by  his  oath  of  allegiance,  'to  difclofe  whatever  he 
knew  of  the  crime  of  treafon.     Why  then  AiomM  any  flignii  be 
caAon  an  officer  fordoing  that  which  the  law  commanded  e^crj 
good  fubjedt  to  do  ? — and  as  to  the  influence  of  thefe  appolnCmeatSt 
here  was  the  fum  of  fix  millions  to  be  raifed  by  a  fmafler  expenoe' 
than  a  much  kfler  fum  was  to  ooft  in  the  collcAioii.  in  aay  ctiicr  . 
department  of  the  revenue.     He  did  not  charge  the  honourable, 
gentleman  with  any  deliberate  intention  to  do  mifchief)  but  he  mi^ 
produce  chat  efftA  by  thefe  declamatory  epithetti  aniefs  they  were 
properly  expofed  :  in  (hom,  it  was  a  mere  (Irain  of  eloquence  #f 
the  honourable  gentleman. — ^Tliis,  however^  was  a  minor  ground 
of*  confideration  on  this  fubjeA.     The  ^at  grounds  againft  dm 
motion  were  thefe— that  until   th^'  time  of  peace  at  all  events  ir 
was  premature.     It  will  lowier  the  hopes  of  this  country,  and  alfo' 
of  the  reft  of  Europe,  engaged' with  us  in  a  common  caufe  fi>  necef- 
fary  to  be  kept  up  at  this  time  mofl;  particularly  ;  that  the  meafufv 
it  feeks  to  fet  afide  is  fo  far  from  being  a  hardftiip  on  any  clais,  chat  ^ 
all  ranks  of  ibciety  are  benefited  by  it ;  that,  in^ead  of  being  parti- 
culiirly  favourable  to  money-lendets,  it  is  mod  remarkably  fo  to  tb» 
public   who   borrow  ;   that  it  tends   to  raife  the  value  of  fiDck, 
which  is  beneficial  to  the>  public  at   large.     All  thefe  advantages,  '' 
the  motion  now  before  the  Houfe  tended  to  fet  9fi<)e ;  and  there- 
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fore,  upon  all  thefe  grounds,  he  (hould  give  it  his  decided  negativd. 
Mr.  W.  SMITH  obferved,  that  there  was  no^queftion  as  to  the- 
foperior  advantages  to  be  derived  from  raifing  a  grc;^t  fum  of  mo* 
ney  within  the  year  ;  he  granted  the  utility  of  fuct^  a  fyftem,  acid 
particularly  ^ith  refpe^l  to  the  making  of  loans,  as  had  been  fiatedl 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     The  Angle  queftion  was  a» 
to  the  repeal  of  the  income  fax,  and  whether  the  objedions  to  con* 
tinue  it  were  not  fuch  as  Ihould  lead  the  Uopfe  to  refort  to  fume 
other  mode  of  raifing  the  fupply  within  the  .year  I  To  this  quefiioif 
he  confi4ered  a  great  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech 
to  be  irrelevant.     He  denied  th;at  the  aiiguments  ufed  by  himfolf 
jmd.his  friends  againfi  the  impofition  of  this  tat  had  been  confiiled^ 
It  had  been  jutlly  objedcd  to  this  tax,  thait  it  bore  unequally  on  dif* 
fcrent  perfons,  inafmuch  as  it  raifed  a  fimiiar  fum  on  all  forts  of  in^ 
come,  whether  that  income  wtre  of  the  value  of  three  or  of  thirty 
years  purchafe*    Could  that  be  a  fair  tax,  to  be  equally  raifed  fiMt 
M)c  perfon  of  three  thoufand  a  year,  and  another  of  only  three 
hundred  a  year?  Surely  peKons  ought  only  to  be  called  upon  to  con* 
ttibiite  in  equal  proportion  to  their  intereft  in  the  country,  and'  to* 
thek  meant  of  payment*     He  fiiU  thought  that  thcie  m%ht«  hate 
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been  Aeans  of  adjofiing  M$  tax  with  mudi  ptMUit  accuracy  in 
teg^d  to  the  xncans  of  cbofe  who  were  called  upon  to  pay  it.  He  moft 
alio  inljft  on  the  extreme  unpleafantncfa  of  the  means  rcforted  to  in 
levyiqgtht&tBX,and  which  he  thought  might  have  been  a  voidod.  With 
regard  to  the  bill  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  aban* 
doned  this  fefiion,  he  was  difpofed  to  give  him  due  praife  for  with* 
drawing. if,  nor  would  he  Impute  his  conduA  in  this  ^efped  to 
cowardice  or  any  impR>per  motive  ;  he  only  blamed  him  forgiving 
his  fan^ion  in  any  meafure  to  a  bill  To  deteftable  in  its  nature*  But 
he  fufpcded,  that  though  fome  of  the  jneans  propofed  to  bcreforted 
to  by  that  bill  were  now  dropf,  yet  they  might  be  attempted  upon  iome 
future  occafion.  Mr.  ^mith  here  proceeded  to  dilate  on  what  he 
confidered  as  the  objedionable  parts  of  the  Hvithdrawn  bill,  when  he 
was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  objeded  to  this  mode  of  ar« 
gument  as  irrelevant  to  the  prefent  queftion. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  there  was  but  a 
▼cry  flender  connedlion  between  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe  and 
the  merits  of  the  bill  which  had  been  withdrawn  :  the  honourable 
gentleman's  application  of  his  argument  was  extremely  forced.  He 
would  not^  however,  fay  that  there  might  not  be  fome  fort  of  con* 
i^ediion.  He  had,  therefore^  been  unwilling  to  interrupt  the  ho-> 
nourable  gentleman,  but  would  appeal  to  him  whether  it  would  not 
be  moft  proper  to  abandon  this  line  of  argument. 

Mr.  W.  SM  ITH  proceeded.  He  faid,  that  if  there  was  but  flight 
cor»)edtion  betwixt  the  argument  and  the  queftion,  all  the  incon* 
venience  would  be  that  of  a  perfon's  ufing  a  weak  argument ;  but 
though  for  his  own  part  he  faw  a  much  greater  connexion  than  h:^d 
been  fuppofed,  he  was  willing  to  wave  entering  into  a  detail  of 
the  provifions  of  the  bill  which  had  been  withdrawn.  This,  how* 
ever,  he  muft  fay,  that  it  did  appear  to  have  been  the  pplaion  of 
thofe  concerned  in  arranging  the  fyftem  of  levying  this  tax  according 
to  (he  provilion  of  that  bill,  that  means  muft  have  been  rcforted  to, 
to  which  the  people  of  this  country  were  by  no  means  willing  to 
fubmit.  With  regard  to  fpies  and  informers,  that  character  he 
confidered  as  only  referring  to  perfons  who  took  upon  ihemfelvcs  a 
faik  which  they  could  not  fulfil  without  involving  themfelves  in  the 
odium  of  making  fuch  inquiries  as  no  man  of  honour,  could  engage 
in  ;  and  in  this  refpe^l  he  faw  no  harflinefs  in  the  cenfure  which 
had  been  tl^iown  out  by  his  honourable  friend*  What  he-eon(i- 
dered  as  the  two  grand  objedlions  againft  the  income  tax  had  not,  in  ^ 
his  opinion,  been  farisfadorily  anfwered  ;  he  meant  the  hiequality 
with  which  it  attached  on  difTcrent  perfons,  and  the  means  by  whidi 
it  was  to  be  coUeded.     He  did  not  believe  that  large  fuxns  of 
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money  had  been  gained  to  the  State  by  this  zSt,  in  the  maftner  that 
had  been  (tated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  and  it  Would  be 
found  true  refpeding  the  country,  as  it  was  to  private  life,  that  li^ 
proportion  as  laxge  Turns  of  money  were  raifed  with  facility^  they 
were  expended  as  eafily. '  For  his  part  he  did  'not  with  to  fee  fo 
great  a^  facility  in  raifing  the  public  money.  What  had  been  raifed 
for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year  had  been  applied  to  the  payment 
of^the  intereft'of  money  borrowed.  There  was  a  fort  of  deception 
on  the  public  in  this  matter,  which  he  viewed  as  injurious  to  its  real 
interefts. 

Sir  ROBERT  WJLLIAMS  faid,  that  he  had  hitherto  tap- 
ported  Minifters  in  the  profecution  of  the  war,  and  was  ready  to 
grant  them  every  means  of  profecuting  it  with  vigour  and  e(Fe6l  i 
but  as  they  feemed  determined  to.extend  the  income  tax  beyond  the 
duration  of  the  war,  and  make  it  a  pernnanent  tax,  this  was  moie 
than  he  thought  himfelf  warranted  in  agreeing  to.  As  far  as  it  re- 
garded the  war  he  would  fupport  it,  but  ne  farther.   *  . 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  that  the  inequality  of  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr-  Smith)  complained,  vwas  infeparable  from 
every  fyftem ,  of  taxation  which  it  was  poflfible  for  the  human 
mind  to  devife.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  had  propofed  a  tax 
upon  property,  but  that  was  alfo  found  liable  to  great  difficulties 
arid  embarraiTnlents.  He  was  now  a  friend  to  the  tax  upon  in- 
come, becaufe,  in  his  opinion,' it  came  neareft  to  a  tax  upon  property; 
neither  was  it  liable  to  the  objedtions  that  were  urged  againft  his 
original  idea  oPa  tax  upon  prpperty,  for  it  afFe£ted~  the  produce  of 
property,  not  property  itfelf ;  and  it  moreover  fell  on  thofe  who 
were  beft  able  to  pay  it ;« on  that  account  more  particularly  it  (hould 
continue  to  have  his  fupport.  He  was  one  of  thofe  who  were  calU 
ed  the  landed  gentlemen,  and  he  was  ready  to  give  up  a  tenth  of  his 
income,  not  for  ten,  but  for  twenty  years,  hay  for  ever,  if  the  re- 
mainder of  his  property  were  fecured  from  the  inroad  of  French 
pikes  and  French  principles.  Nor  was  the  tax  tcr  be  perpetual ) 
but  only  to  continue  till  the  interpft  on  the  fums  raifed  for  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war  (hould  be  paid  off. 

Colonel  ELFORD  alfo  defended  the  tax,  and  oppofed  the  prefent 
motion.  The  tax  was  an  equal  one,  and  he  faw  no  objection  ta  it 
which  did  not  equally  apply  to  all  aflcfled  taxes  whatevejr.  At  any 
rate,  he  <aw  no  reafon  for  adopting  t^is  motion  at  prefent.  Should 
the  tax  be  found  hereafter  to  be  unprofitable  or  impradlicable,  to  be 
pernicious  or  nugatory,  it  would  then  lye  time  enough  and  perfe£Vly 
competent  to  any  honourable  gentleman  to  move  its  repeal  ;  but  if> 
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as  he  tniitedy  it  (hould  be  found  efficaeiousi  then  die  confeqilence  of 
repealing  it  would  be  truly  pernicious. 

Mr.  MANNINC  faid,  he  (hould  objed  to  the  motion,  Unlefs, 
at  leaft/the  honourable  gentleman  wquld  propofe  means  for  fecur- 
ing  the  re- payment  to  thofe  pcrfohs  who  had  advanced  money  to 
Government  upon  the  credit  of  this  tax.     He  was  pcrfuadcd  that 
It  was  to  the  great  fatisfadion  and  confolation  of >  the  Houfe,  that  the 
Mini  iter  had  ftated  the  refources  of  the  country,  and  the  terms  oh 
which  loans  had  been  raifed  for  the  laft  three  years,  compared  widi 
the  terms  on  which  they  had  been  raifed  by  the  old  fyftem.     He» 
fort>ne|  felt  unwilling  to  abandon  this  new  fyftem,  without  fome 
gentlemen  (hewing  how  the  (ix  millions  could  be  levied  fo  well  by 
any  other  mode ;  befides  which  there  was  every  reafon  to  expcd 
that  the  amount  of  this  tax  would  continue  to  increafe.     Mr.  Man- 
ning adverted  to  the  injurious  inlinuations  which  had   been  (pread, 
.  to  the  difadvahtage  of  commercial  men,  who  had  appeared  before 
the  commercial  commiflTioners.   He  obferved,  that  in  London  alone^ 
the  fum  of  866,oooI.  had  been  paid  from  this  quarter,'  which 
bore  a  large  proportion  to  the  whole  fum  paid  by  the  commercial 
intere(t  throughout  the  kingdom  at  laige,  amounting  to  1,175,000!. ; 
and  yet,  by  the  new  regulations,  he  thought  more  than  this  might  be 
raifed  ;  the  prejudices  of  many  perfons  wouTd  be  removed  ;  added 
to  which,  there  would  be  various  fums  from  perfons  in  the  country 
towns  engaged  in  commerce,  where  at  prefent  no  commercial  com- 
miflioners  had  been  appointed.     He  hoped,  therefore,  that  gentle- 
men would  at  fcaft  fufpend  their  judgment  as  to  the  efficacy  of  this 
tneafure,  till  the  refult  of  the  new  regulations  was  known. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  in  reply  faid,  he  was  willing  in  part  to  fuf* 
pend  his  judgment  as  to  the  amount  of  the  income  tax  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  commercial  intereft  ;  but  he  knew  not  how  this  was 
to  be  clearly  afcertained  ;  the  new  ftrong  bill  which  had  been  lately 
introduced,  evidently  (hewed  how  difficult  it  was  to  afcertain  that 
income.  Gentlemen  had  no  right  to  call  upon  him  to  propofe  taxes 
in  the  ydom  of  this  upon  income,  which  he  wi(hed  to  fee  abandoned. 
He  would,  however,  fuggefl  the  expediency  of  rendering  perpetual 
the  tax  upon  the  exports  and  imports,  which  would  raifc  the  fum 
of  i,2oo,oopl. ;  the  interefl  on  the  56,400,000!.  three  per 
cent,  (lock,  would  produce  2,2oo,oool. ;  and  as  the  tax  upon  ex- 
ports and  imports  would  afFedt  the  conunercial  interefl,  fo  if  a  pro- 
portion of  the  ztkffcd  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  one-third,  was  laid 
6n  the  landed  intereft,  thefe  fums  would  make  up  the  amount  of 
Che  fum  now  raifed  by  the  income  tax.  Mr.  Tiemey  denied  that 
he  had  it  in  contemplation  ihdircAly  to  move  for  peace  under  cover* 
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of  attacking  the  if^eome  tax ;  but  he  wi(hcd  gentlemen  to  Vote 
and  to  bear  their  burdens  with  their  eyes  open  refpe6)ing  their  na- 
ture, and  confequenccs.  He  granted,  that  it  was  the  bed  fyftem  to 
raife  a  large  fuih  of  money  ^ichin  the  year  ;  but  neither  the  convoy 
tax  nor  the  voluntary  contributions  ought  to  be  included  by  the  righ 
honourable  gentleman  when  ftatingthe  amount  of  the  tax  upon  in- 
come. He  had  dated  that  this  tax  did  notanfwerthe  end  propofed; 
the  advantaged  of  railing  (hort  of  three  millions  were  not  ade* 
quate  to  the  difadvantages  of  mortgaging  the  future  tax  upon  in- 
come till  the  amount  of  I3»ooo,oool.  and  a  ha)f  were  paid  off. 
>  He  denied  that  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax  could  have  oper- 
ated fo  as  to  render  this  income  tax  produ6live ;  the  rife  of  the  funds 
was  alfo  to  be  attributed  to  other  caufcs  than  the  operation  of  this. 
tax.  He  conndered  this  tax  as  operating  feverely  to  increafe  the 
price  of  the  articles  of  confumption  even  more  than  a  diredl  tax 
upon  thofe  articles,  and  that  this  fell  heavieft  on  thofe  perfons  out 
of  trade  who  had  no  means  of  reimburfing  themfelves.  His  6b- 
jeA  wasy  not  to  deftroy  the  tax  upon  income  as  furniAiing  a  means 
fer  the  profecution  of  the  war,  but  to  prevent  what  it  would  pro- 
duce on  the  return  of  peace.  Nor,  ev^n  if  the  rifing  of  the  funds 
was  owing  to  the  operation  of  this  tax,^  was  this  to  be  confidered  % 
fympcom.  of  increafing  national  profperity,  whilft  the  country  was 
oompcUed  to' continue  this  iniport  by  ari>itrary  and  artificial  means, 
by  means  which  raife  the  public  credit  in  a  way  oppreflive  to  indivi- 
duals. After  explaining  and  vindicating  ^hat  he  had  faid  refped- 
ing  fptes  and  informers,  he  declared  that  his  only  wi(h  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  operation  of  this  tax  when  peace  came,  but  in  no  wife  to 
emb^rrafs  Government  in  the  profecution  of  the  war. 

.  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  denied  that  he  had  expreffcd  a  wifli  to 
render  this  tax  perpetual,  and  a  fublKtute  for  others  ;  he  had  only 
fqggefted  whether  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  this  tax  might  not  at 
fome  future  time  be  fubftituted  in  lieu  of  Ibme  of  thofe  fmall  and 
perfonal  taxes  which  might  be  confidered  as  vexatious.  The^  rife 
of  the  funds  was  a  collateral  benefit  to  country  gentlemen,  as  wd} 
as  to  thofe  more  immediately  conneded  with  them  ;  and  he  aUb 
confidered  this  mode  of  taxation  to  be  the  mod  economical,  from  the 
few  additional  tax-gatherers  that  would  be  requifite.  He  denied 
that  ^  this  tax  had  (uch  a  general  tendency  to  raife  the  articles  of 
eonfoniption  as  dire£k  taxes  would  have. 

Mr.  TiERNEY  and  Mr«  Pitt  after  this  feverally  explained^ 
when  the  queftion  being  loudly  called  for,  the  Houfe  divided, 

Againft  t|ie  qifeOtioiii  114;  for  itj  24  \  majority  againft  the  mo- 
tion 90. 

La     . 
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HOU3E  OF  LORDS. 

Fridajy  June  6/ 

Lord  CARLISLE.     ^<  I  rife  to  trouble  your  Lordfliips  with 
fome  obfervacions  upon  a  fubje^^,  which  I  deem  myfelf  bouad  to 
advert  to,  as  it  relates  to  myfelf,  and  to  my  conduct  in  this  Houfe* 
But  I  am  more  peculiarly  called  upon  to  addrefs  you,  as  tt\(c  niacter 
pf  which  I  have  to  complain  ftrtkes,  in  my  apprehenfion,  the  fe- 
vered blow  at  the  dignity  of  your  Lordfhips'  proceedings,  and  the 
freedom  of  debate.     On  this  confideration  alone,'  I   truft  I  (hall 
have  but  little  apology  to  n)ake  your  Lord(hips  for  engaging  your 
'  attention.     I  confider  it,  my  Lords,  as  a  fundamental  principle  c^ 
the  proceedings  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  freedom  of  fpeech  ought  npc 
to  be  violated.  It  is  declared  by  the  firft  ad  of  William  the  Third, 
.that  the  freedom  of  fpeech  for  the  purpofe  of  debate  ought  not  to  be 
jm,peached  or  qucftioned  in  any  court  of  juftice,  or  place  out  of 
Parliament.     If  I  were  to  reft  my  argument  heirc,  n^y  Lords,  I 
fruft  it  would  be  fufficient  \  but " 

Lord  GRENVILLE.  ^«  If  the  obfcryations  of  the  noble  Lord 
relate  to  any  matter  touching  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  I  would 
fubmit  that  it  has  been  the  prevailing  ciiftom,  upori  fuch  occafions, 
to  order  all  (grangers  to  withdraw." 

Accordingly  all  ftrangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw  *. 


i^ 


*  It  ha<  itnce  appeared,  that  his  Lordfhip  proceeded  to  remark  upon 
a  printed  report,  in  "ihe  Ttmes  newforipcr,  of  a  charge  delivered  by  Loxd 
Kenyon  to  a  Jury  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  on  the  preceding  Sa- 
turday,  in  the  ciifc  of  Taylor  'ver/us  Birdwood,  for  adultery  ;  in  which 
foms  allofions  were  made  to  the  debates  >yhich  had  taken  place  in  thm 
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On  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to  prevent  the  efFcAs  of  poft* 
humous  avarice,  by  prdiibicing  the  future  accumulation  of  wealth 
ufelefsly,  in  a  manner  fimilar  to  that  adopted  in  the  will  of  the  late 
Mr.  Thelluffon, 

Th<c  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid,  that  fince  he  had  intro- 
duced the  billy  he  had  taken  pains   to  colle£t  the  opinions  of  all 
ranks  of  profeflional  men  of  known  abilities  upon  the  fubje£t»  all 
of  whom  had  concurred  with  him  in  fentiment,  excepting  only  two 
gentlemen,  both  of  them  very  eminent  conveyancers.     Thofe  gch- 
tlemen,  however^  had  ftatcd  to  him  the  grounds  of  th«ir  objedions, 
which  were  founded  on  a  prinjciple  of  political  economy i^but  by  no 
means  to  his  mind  fatis£a6lory.     On  the  contrary,  when  he  came 
to  examine  them,  his  judgment,  and'that  of  others  to  whom  he 
had  made  them  Jcnown,  were  decifively  againft  them.  >  His  Lord- 
(hip  flated  the  grounds  of  the  objedtiohs  ;  the  gentlemen  holdings 
that  the  accumulation  of  a  large  fortune  by  veiling  it  in  the  funds, 
or  putting  it  out  to  intered  in  any  other  manner,  and  letting  it  re- 
main for  a  great  number  of  years,  till  it  had  fwellcd  to  an  enormous 
fum,  would  ultimately  be  more  advantegeous  to  the  public,  than 
dividing  it  at  an  earlier  period,  and  letting  it  get  into  cifculation. 
His  Lordibip  declared,  he  held  the  convcrfe  of  this  proportion  to 
be  the  truth  y  and  that  a  fortune  in  circulation,  even  If  fpent  in  lux- 
uries, wafle,  and  diflipatton,  did  morqgood  to  the  public,, and  af- 
forded more  emulation  to  induftry,  and  better  encouragement   to 
arts  and  manufactures,  than  any  ufelcfs'  accumulation  of  monej 
could  do.     With  regard,  however,  to  any  greater  or  lefs  objed^ions 
of  thofe  gentlemen  whofe  opinions  he  had  confulted,  his  Lord(hip 
iaid  he  had  committed  them  to  writing,  and  compare^    them  with 
the  bill ;  and  he  found,  that,  by  omitting  fome  of  the  technical  ex- 
preflfions  in  it,  putting  in  more  common  words,  and  (hortening  the 
bill,.fo9s  to  reduce  the  whole^to  a  (ingle,  plain,  and  fimple  propofi- 
fion,  every  objedtion  would  be  met.     With  that  view, ,  therefore, 
and  as  the  Committee  was  the  fitted  place  to  make  the  alterations 
in,  he  moved  that  the  bill  bp  committed  for   Nlonday   next. 
Ordered. 


I:foufc  of  I/)rds  on  the  New  Divorce  Bill,  and  particularly  to  the  appeU 
lation  of  Legal  Monks^  which  fcemed  to  have  been  applied  to  thofe  who  • 
preiide  in  oi^r  Courts,  of  Judicature.     Some  converfation  enfucd,  which 
(ended  with  a  notice  from  LordCa^lifle,  that  he  (hould  on  I'ucfday  make 
ji  motion  upon  the  fubjeA  • 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday  y  yum  6. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  rofc  and  obfcrvcd,  that  the  great  local 
change  which  had  taken   place  in  lour  poflfeflions  in  India  by  the 
acquiiitions  lately  made,  rendered  it  ncceflary  to  make  correfpondcnt 
alterations  in  the  government  and  judicature.     In  the  earlier  times 
of  oMt  connexion  with  the  peninfula  of  Indoftan,  Bombay  became 
the  feat  ,of  government,  after  the  fecurity  of  Coromandel  by  an 
cftablifhment  in  Bengal  and  Benares  ;  but,  now  that  the  acceflions 
by  our  conquefts  in  thfc  My  fore  afforded  an  uninterrupted  commu* 
nication  with  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  different  fegulsKions  ^werc  re- 
quifite.     On  referring  to  the  map  of  India,  it  would  be  fecn,  that 
Bombay,  which  had  never  been  fele£led  by  choice,  and  only  becaufe 
we  had  no  other  place,  was  not  now  the  proper  centrical  poficion. 
What  he  meant  to  propofe  was,  that  Malabar  and  Coromandel 
fliould  have  one  fettlement  and  one  government  under  the  Ptcii- 
dency  of  Madras  ;  its  authority  to  extend  farther  towards  the  river 
Indus  ;  and  by  way  of  precaution,  in  cafe  we  (hould  at  any  time  be 
didurbed  by  the  Mahratta,  or  Geflbnd  Shah,  it  would  be  aSfo  ex- 
pedient to  extend   the  judicial  power  hitherto  adminiftered  at  Ma- 
dras and  Bombay.     The  power  there  exercifed  by  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  was  by  no  means  the  bed  mode  of  jurifdi6Kon ;  befidcs, 
the  Aldermen  had  of  late' demanded  falaries  more  than  adequate  to 
the  duties  they  had  to  perf9rm.     Upon  die  whole,  the  recent  im- 
provements ma^e  in  the  judicature  of  Cakutta,  made  it  neceffaiy 
that  courts  of  the  fame  defcription  fhould  be  efiabliflied  at  Madras. 
There  were,  he  faid,  other  details  of  inferior  coniideration-*-oney 
that  fame  capital  punifhments  now  prevailing  there,  (hould  be  com- 
muted for  tranfportation,  which  he  thought  might  be  done  without 
injury  to  virtue  or  morality.     Another  related  to  articles  of  poUccj 
and  empowering  the  fupreme  Government  of  India  to  inAitute  new 
pffices,  with  pecuniary  emoluments.     Without  troubling  the  Houfe 
any  farther,  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  **  for  edablifting 
farther  regulations  for  the  better  government  of  the  Briu(h  territoriea 
jn  India,  and  the  hetter  adminiftcarion  of  juftice  in  tbde  parts  ,'* 
>¥hich  \^a$  agreed  to. 

Mendayy  June  6. 
Nothing  material  occurred  in  either  Houfe. ' 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuifibjf  yune  xo. 

As  foon  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  came  to  the  Hbufe,  ftrangert 
were  ordered  to  withdraw  ;  and  fo  ftridly  was  this  order  enforced, 
that  foon  after  their  Lordfhips  had  proceeded  to  bufinefs,  the  verf 
lobbies  were  direfted  to  be  cleared*. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuefdajf  yune  10. 

Mr.  ROBSON  move^,  <'  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe 
an  account  of  fuch  fums  of  money  as  have  been  laid  out  bjr  order 
of  Government  in  aid  of  foup  eflablilhments  within  the  metropolis 
iince  the  year  1 799." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  knew  nor  what  ground  there 
was  for  callii^  for  fuch  an  account  as  this.  The  truth  was,  thafiy 
fome  money  had  been  advanced  from  the  civil  lift  (from  that  part 
which  is  allotted  to  fccretfirrvice)  to  avoid  fome  inconveniences  and 
preifure  on  the  lower  clafles  of  the  community,  until  fomc'  new 
mode  might  be  adopted  for  their  relief;  and  if  any  fuch  mode 
(hould.  be  adopted,  thofe  advances  MTould  of  courfe  be  repaid.  He 
owned  that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  particular  reafon  for  fuch  a 
motion  as  thb  ;  nor  did  he  fee  to  what  gqod  it  tended  at  this  nuy< 
ment, 

Mr.  HOBSON  faid,  it  was  deiirable  to  know  what  public  mo- 
ney was  advanced  fpr  any  purpofe.  He  was  apprehen(ive  that  a 
rate,  according  to  the  rent,  whether  rack-rent  or  not,  of  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  metropolis,  would  take  place  to  renew  thefe  inftitu- 
tions  of  foup  gifb.  A  great  part  of  the  town  was  very  much 
alarmed  at  this  nieafure.  He  knew  not  why  a  petition,  fuch  as  that 
which  referred  to  this  inflitution,  fliould  be  kept  fo  long  before  the 
Houfe.     He  wanted  to  know  bow  much  public  money  had  been 


*  It  has  been  faid,  fhat  Lord  Carlifle  made  his  promifed  motion  on  tke 
fubje^  to  which  he  alluded  in  hit  fpeech  on  Friday  laft  ;  but  that,  after 
fome  debate,  it  was  got  rid  of  by  tne  previous  queftion  of  adjournment 
being  moved  and  carried.  More  than  this  we  do  not  prefume  to  fay  ; 
as  a  noble  Lord  high  in  office  intimated  on  this-  occasion,  that  (hould  any 
publication  be  made  of  the  proceedings,  he  would  move  a  very  exemplarjr 
punilbment  againft  the  Printer^  Editor,  or  Proprietor  of  the  work  wherein 
they  ihould  be  inifirted. 
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advanced  upon  this  fubjcfl — if  that  was  an  improper  queftion,  the 
Houfc  by  its  vote  would  fay  fob 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  was  ho  queftion  now  before 
the  Houfc  relative  to  the  continuance  of  thefe  benevolent  inOi- 
tutions — but  tie  (lilt  muft  obferve,  that  no  reafon  had  been  laid 
before  them  for  thi$  motion.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  nnif- 
conceived  the  fubje6t  of  inquiry  into  the  rate  paid  by  individuals^- 
the  Houfc  had  made  no  order  yet  to  afFe^  the^  property  of  any  in- 
dividual, and  that  was  diAinflly  ftated  on  a  former  occafion.  The 
objed  of  the  order  he  referred  to,  was  to  afcertain  that  which  may 
.  facilitate  a  general  principle  of  rate.  .  This  was  a  thing  that  could 
be  afcerraincd  very  eafily,  and  it  was  a  proceeding  which  pledged  the 
Houfc  to  no  particular  meafure*  -  As  to  the  qu^Aion  of  rate,  if  any 
rate  was  to  be  impofed  in  addition  to  the  prefent  poor's  rates,  that 
muft  be  compulfolry,  becaofe  it  was  the  nature  of  every  rate  to  be  fo. 
Kow  what  this  had,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  to  do  with  the  queftion  which 
may  ^ome  hereafter  as  to  the  beft  mode  of  affording  relief  to  the 

*  diftrclTed  and  induftrious  poor  of  the  city  of  London,  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  guefs — Whether  the  relief  (hotild  be  adopted  by  way  of 
throwing  it  into  a  general  mafs  and  then  rdieving  individuals  out  of 
it,  or  that  each  pari(h  (hould  provide  for  its  own  diftreffed  inhabt* 
tants,  he  would  not  fay ;  there  were  inftances  in  which  both  ways  had 
been  adopted  in  dif&rcnt  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  but  that  fuch  a 
^notion  as  this  (hould  be  made  at  this  xmc,  before  any  mCafure  was 
pfopofed,  was  to  his  mind  a  novel  mcafure-**^it  was  at  teaft 
premature. 

Mr.  JONES  (aid,  the  queffion  now  before  the  Houfe  appeared 
to  him  to  be  this— whether  an  account  of  public  money  advanced 
by  Government  In  aid  of  foup  e(hibli(hment6  ihould  or  (hould  not 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons?  He  had  taken  notice  of 
this  fubjeft  three  months  ago.  There  was  gone  forth  a  cohfiderable 
alarm  on  this  matter  ;  the  real  truth  appeared  to  be,  that  our  bene- 

*  volence  upon  the  aid  of  the  poor  was  now  turned  into  taxation  ;  and 
if  any  meafure  of  this  kind  was  brought  forward,  he  (houid  oppofe 
It  in  every  ftage. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  the  alarm  df  the  honourable  gentlennan  was 
ill  founded  ;  it  was  to  be,  as  he  had  always  underitood  it,  upon  the 
fubjedl  of  proportionate  expence  ;  it  was  a  proportion  applicable  To 
each  pari(h,  and  not  to  each  individual ;  but  at  prefent  there  was 
nothing  fpeciiic  before  the  Houfe,  he  was  fpeaking  only  of  what 
was  intended )  on  which, .  of  courfe,  the  Houfe  would  judge  fur 
itfclf- 
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Sr  W.  PULTENEY  obfcrvcd*  that  the  changing  the  whole 
pbn  Of  behevolence  into  a  tax>  was  a  thing  of  fuiScient  magnitude 
and  noveltv  Do  alonn  any  body»  and  therefore  he  was  very  much 
againft  it. 

Mr.  HOBtiOUSE  (aid,  he  underfiood  that  aid  had  been  given 
by  Government  to  foup  cftabliflimcnts  in.  the  metropoKs.— That 
was  a  diftribution  of  public  iponey-^this  was  a  motion  for  an 
account  of  the  diftribution  of  fuch  public  money,  and  a  thing  which 
he  thought  every  Member  of  Parliament  had  a  right  to  afk  for* 

Lord  HA WKESBURY  faid,  that  to  know  what  public  money 
had  been  laid  out,  as  weU'as  what  was  to  be  impofed>  and  how  ini- 
pofed,  was  a  right  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  mod  Uii- 
doubte^ly  entitled— -it  was  a  right  which  was  unqueftionable  when* 
ever  the  Houfe  (hould  think,  proper  to  enforce  it :  but  it  was  a- 
right  over  which  the  Houfe  would  exercife  its  dilcretioni  jas  well  as 
it  would  on  any  motion  that  came  before  it  ;  and  it  was  not  of 
oourfe  that  the  Houfe  would  exercife  that  right  merely  becaufe  any 
individual  in  it  would  make  a  motion  to  that  cScSt,  He  knew, 
that  from  adefire  of  accommodation,  it  had  of  late  been  very  much 
the  praAice  to  aflfent  to  motions  of  this  kind,  and  that  from  i^t  was 
likely  to  arife  a  fpirit  (whether  the  thing  called  for  be  relevant  or 
irrelevant  to  a  meafure  about  to  be  difcuffed)  of  charging  thofe  who 
ibould  oppofe  the  produfiion  of  it  with  improperly  withholding  in«- 
Ibrmation  from  the  public.  Now,  upon  that  fubjcft,  he  wzs  delirous 
of  faying  tUs,  and  he  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  now  oflfered  to 
him  for  faying  it,  that  no  information  was  improperly  withheld 
from  the  public,  unlefs  the  Houfe  of  Commons  thought  it  was  infor- 
mation which  the  public  ought  not  to  have  ;  for  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons  was  to  judge  of  this,  as  well  as  of  every  other  quefiion  which 
Was  fubmitted  for  its  conGderation.  Government  had  a  right  to  ap* 
ply  this  money,  in  the  firft  iriftance,  according  to  the  ordinary  prac- 
tice of  the  Conftitution,  and  it  was  afterwards  to  be  fubmitted  to 
Parliament  to  judge  what  meafure  was  fit  to  be  adopted  ;  but  the 
^ueftion  now  before  the  Houfe  was  this-— Whether  there  was  any 
ground  laid  to  make  it  peceflary  that  this  information  (hould  be 
given  at  this  moment,  under,  all  the  circuifii^ances? 

Mr.  ROBSON  explained,  and  faid,  he  moved  this  at  the  unani- 
mous deiire  of  a  great  many  thoufand  perfons.  ^ 

Mr.  HARRISON  faid,  he  always  underftood  that  any  document  / 
was  to  be  produced  when  moved  for,  unlefs  the  produSion  of  it 
was  attended  with  public  danger  or  inconvenience. — He  confidered 
the  obfervations  of  the  noble  Lord  who.fpoke  lad  as  very  extra- 
ordinary. 

VouXlU  M 
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Lord  HAWKESBURV  (aid,  he  wiflied  to  be  clearly  undcrRood 
upon  this  fubjcia.  The  whole  tenor  of  what  he  faid  was  this,  that 
the  right  of  the  Houfe  to  call  for  any  document  that  referred  to  the 
diftribution  of  the  public  money,  whenever  the  Houfe  thought  pro- 
per to  excrcife  that  right,  was  unqueffionable  ;  but  the  right  of  the 
Houfe,  and  the  propriety  of  the  motions  of  an  individual  calling  for 
an  excrcife  of  that  right,  were  diftind  pdnts  ;  and  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  adding,  that  the  Houfe  would  do  wifely  ^o  paufe 
and  confider  the  grounds  of  motions  like  this  before  they  affcntcd 
to  them. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  thought  there  was  but  little  novelty  in  the  con- 
IHtutionai  dod^rine  laid  down  by  the  noble  Lord  who  had  juft 
fpoken. — What  was.the  ground  for  this  motion  ?  A  very  plain  one; 
it  was  calling  for  an  account  of  a  diftribution  of  public  money 
which  had  taken  place  in  a  very  novel  and  extraordinary  manner, 
and  that  preparatory  to  a  fyftem  of  taxation  which  was  to  fuccccd  to 
a  benevolence,  and  this  to  aflPedt  a  vaft  multitude  of  p«rfons,  many 
thoufands  of  whom  had  already  defired  the  inquiry  to  be  made  ; 
this  was  foundation  enough  for  the  motion  :  but  if  the  noble  Lord 
wanted  any  further  ground,  he  would  tell  him,  as  a  lawyer,  that  no 
new  fyftem  could  be  added  to  that  of  railing  poor  rates  at  the  veftry 
of  every  parifh,  without  doing  away  the  whole  force  of  the  ftatute 
of  the  43d  of  Elizabeth,  which  was  the  great  pillar  of  all  the  poor 
laws  in  thi^  country. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fald,  that  there  was  at  this  moment  no 
queftion  before  the  Jioufe  upon  the  poor  rates,  and  that  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  difcufs  them  when  the  fubje6l  came  before  the 
Houfe, 

Mr.  JEKYLL  repeated  the  ground  on  which  he  thought  this 
information  ought  to  be  given,  and  faid^  he  fhould  take  the  fenfc  of 
the  Houfe  on  the  queOion. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  cxpreffed  his  furprize  that 
this  motion  was  perfifted  in,  when  there  was  before  the  Houfe  no 
proceeding  whatever  to  which  it  referred. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  he  undcrftoorf  the  honourable  member  to 
have  ftatcd,  that  he  was  defired  by  many  thoufand  perfons  on  whom 
the  fyftem  now  about  to  be  propofed  was  to  operate,  to  make  this 
motion  ;  and  that  appeared  to  him  to  be»a  very  folid  rcafon  for  it. 

Sir  W.  GEARY  thought  that  iny  Member  had  a  right  to  aflc 
for  an  account  of  the  diftribution  of  public  monfty>  and  it  was 
much  a  niaaer  of  courfc  to  grant  it  \  and  when  it  was  laid  upor 
the  table,  it  was  competent  to  any  member  to  nwve  any  thing  upon 
it.     He  did  not  underftand  it  to  be  at  all  the  practice  of  the  preicnt' 
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Admim()ratton  to  oppofe  motions  for  the  produ^iori  of  ^ociiTnents^ 
or  to  countcrafl  the  wifhes  of  any  Member  for  mformltion  of  this 
nature.  Asa  public  document^  he  thought  this  ought  to  be  laid  on 
the  table  ;  and  if  there  was  a  diviiion,  he  (hould  vote  for  the 
motion. 

Sir  W.   MILNER  fupported  the  motion. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  motion.  Ayes,  50  ;  Noes,  108. 

A  meifage  from  the  Lords  ftated,  that  they  agreed  to  the  Wet 
Dock  bill. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  Houfe  going  into  z  Committee  on  an  engroifed  btll 
from  the  Lords,  for  punilhing  and  preventing  the  crime  of  adultei'y* 

Sir  GILBERT  HEATHCOTE  rofe  to  oppofe  the  Speaker's, 
leaving  the  chair.  He  did  not  think  the  country  h  little  aduated 
by  a  genuine  fenfe  of  duty  as  many  honourable  gentlemen  appeared 
on  former  occafions  to  infinuate.  The  people  were  not  fo  vicious, 
the  (late  of  public  morals  was  not  fo  depraved,  as  to  require  a  bill 
fo  fevcre  and  exceptionable  as  that  which  it  was  now  propofed  to 
fend  to  a  Committee.  With  no  reafon  to  alter  his  opinion,  he 
would  declare  himfelf  as  hoOile  to  the  meafure  that  evening,  ds  ever 
he  had  been  in  any  ftagc  of  it.  Why  feck  to  arm  Judges  with  new 
and  extraordinary  powers  r  By  tt^e  law,  as  it  Dands,  they  have  it  ia 
their  power  to  puni(h  with  imprifonment  any  one  who  cannot  pay 
the  fine  in  damages  infli<Sled  in  the  Courts  of  Law.  Before,  there- 
fore, the  Houfe  agreed  to  fuch  a  bill,  it  was  fitting  to  confider  all 
its  provifions  with  a  grave  and  full  attention.  It  was  necefifary 
that  the  provifions  fhould  be  fuch  as  all  would  allow  to  b6  ncccifary ; 
but  efpecially  it  fhould  be  (hewn  that  the  bill,  if  adopted,  would 
produce  the  good  effed^,  the  attainment  of  which  was  avowedly  the 
object  of  it.  The  punifhment  propofed 'was  fevere  and  unexampled. 
The  offence  which  gentlemen  fought  to  punifh  was  almoft  as  old 
as  fociety  itfclf.  There  was  one  remark  which  he  would  prefs  on 
the  Houfe,  and  it  arofe  from  fome  clofe  and  accurate  obfervation 
of  the  progrefs  of  manners  in  the  furrounding  countries  of  Europe. 
In  France  formerly,  and  fince  her  revolution,  there  did  prevail  an 
apparent  laxity  of  morals.  The  women  were  Icfs  under  the  domi- 
nion of  a  fevere  moral  police,  and,  if  amorous,  were  not  made  fi^p 
fubje^  of  adlions  in  the  Courts  of  Law,  yet  they  did  form  very  uni-^ 
verfally  the  topics  of  converfation.  But  whatever  wastheftateof 
public  morals  in  the  other  nations  of  Europe  or  in  Fratice,  the 
laws  to  correft  adultery  were  Icfs  fevere  than  among  ourfelves.— 
Adultery  was  undoubtedly  a  crime.  It  was  inconfiftent  with  the 
fecurity  of  lociety^  and  ought  to  be  corrected  and  rcftrained  in  ev«ry 

M  a 
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iray  that  founrf  policy  would  di6^ate:  But  he  w?s  afnid  that  frc-» 
quent  and  fcvcrc  punirtimcnts  did  not  tend  to  prevent  the  com- 
miflion  of  crimes.  He  thought  the  Houfc  wo»iid  ;id  wiiely  in  ob- 
ferving  great  caution  t^ith  refpcd  to  laws  which  would  add  ro  tho 
criminal  code  of  the  country.  Th^re  did  not  apj:  v;ar  to  him  ta 
cxiftany  very  great  reafun  for  complaining  of  the  iror^^lit)  of  the 
peojple.  With  refpeS  to  the  progrefs  of  divorces,  he  faw  nothing 
even  inih^  incrcafe  of  them  that  juOified  the  Houfe  in  fuppofing 
that  the  number  of  divorce  bills  pafled  of  late  aftorded  any  true 

,  criterion  of  the  number  of  cafes  of  adultery^  or  of  the  adlual  Aate 
of  morals.  In  latter  times,  under  the  influence  of  altered  habits  »f 
thinking,  with  indeed  a  total  change  of  manners,  wc  faw  the  huf- 
band  fue  for  a  divorce  ;  but  might  not  this  be  as  certainly  occa- 
fioned  by  a  refinement  in  morals  as  by  the  alleged  greater  turpitude 
of  .our  days.  The  claufe  in  the  bill  difqualifying  the  woman  from 
marrying  her  feducer  appeared  to  him  to  be  peculiarly  fevcre  and 
impolitic.  An  unhappy  female  who,  yielding  to  the  weaknefs  of 
ber  nature,  permitted  herfelf  to  be  allured  by  therarts  and  flattering 
encomiums  of  a  prad^ifed  feducet,  or  by  the  rapturous  and  fervent 
importuniticf;  of  a  deluded  lover,  was  by  the  bill  to  be  baniflied  fo- 
cicty,  to  be  driven  from  the  protedtioii  of  her  friends,  to  be  dcfpifed 
by  all  who  knew  her,  to  be  doomed  to  a  life  of  forrow  and  of  fo- 
litude,  becaufe  unfortunately  (he  fufFered  herfelf  to  be  feduced  from 
her  duty.  It  did  not  become  him  to  conlider  adultery  with  any 
other  impreflion  than  that  it  is  a  crime.  But  while  he  did  allow 
that  fcarce  any  a£t  of  man  could  be  more  criminal,  he  felt  it  to  be 
not  lefs  his  duty  to  deprecate  aU  feveiity  in  the  mode  or  meafure  of 
punilbment.  The  Houfe  would  do  well  to  recoiled,  that  by  in- 
flifiing  too  fevere  a  puniihmcnt,  women  are  Kkely  to  become  objcds 
of  pity,  who  (hould  be  objc6ls  of  indignation.  In  other  refpeds 
the  bill  was  highly  objedtonable.  It  violated  the  principle  of  the 
trial  by  jury,  and  trenched  very  much  on  the  principle  of  free  and 
independent  le^iTlation.  The  claufe  making  adultery  a  mifde- 
xneanour,  would  not  anfwer  the  expedattoiis  of  thofe  who  framed 

'  it.     'What  induced  a  man  to  marry  the  woman  he  had  feduced  ? 
Why,  a  fcnfe  of  the  injuxy  done  by  him  to  fociety.     But  if  once 

uthe  law  enadled  fo  fevere  and  mortifying  a  puniQiment  as  imprifon* 
'  nicnt,  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  men  who  would  be  fent  into  the 
world  like  felons,  men  depraved  perhaps  by  thp  Company  they  min- 
gled with  in  a  gaol-^was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  men  woulfll» 
after  fuflfering  fo  much,  feel  at  all  difpofed  taconfider  with  tender* 
nefs  the  (ituation  of  the  female  ?  The  bill  tended,  in  hss-opinlon^ 
unneceifarily  to  inoreafe  the  rigour  of  the  penal  laws^  and  to  this 
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he  was  a  decided  enemy.  Experience  had  (hewn,  that  exceflivc 
rigour  did  not  conduce  to  the  prevention  of  offences.  Iti  proof  of 
this  aflertion,  he  adverted  to  the  frequency  of  capital  punifhments 
for  certain  crimes,  which  feemed  to  multiply  in  the  fame  proportion 
as  they  were  fevercly  punifhed.  This,  it  was  to  be  feared,  might 
prove  the  cai?with  refpedl  to  the  offence  to  which  the  prefcnt  bill 
immediately  applied.  Inflead  of  promoting  the  purpofes  of  mora- 
lity, it  threatened  to  have  a  contrary  effcSt,  and,  by  punifliing  too 
iipvercly,  might  render  a  return  to  the  path  of  reditude  imprac* 
ticable. 

Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  he  was  led  to  confidcr  the  queftion  in 
reference  to  the  prcfent  ftateofthe  law  and  morals  of  the  country^ 
and,  viewing  the  bill  in  this  two- fold  light,  he  (hould  vote' for  its 
going  into  a  Committee.  He  underftood  that  it  had  been  faid 
upon  a  former  debate,  that  the  crime  of  adultery  had'  not  increafed 
pf  late  ;  but  (uppofing  th6  fadt  to  be  as  Aated,  this  was  no  reafoa 
why  the  bill  (hould  not  be  fuflFercd  to  go  into  a  Committee.  -  The 
fuppofed  increafe  of  this  crime  was  not  aiTerted  in  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  y  nor  was  it  neccflary  to  enter  into  any  invedigation  or  proof 
of  this,  nor  to  go  into  a  oomparifon  between  former  and  prefcnt 
times,  for  he  had  no  heiitation  in  cxpreflipg  that  belief  which  he 
entertained  with  plcafure,  that  thcie  was  as  much  virtue  in  the 
mafs  of  the  people  of  England  now,  as  at  any  former  period.  The 
preamble  of  the  bill  merely  ftatcd,  that  "  it  was  expedient  to  make 
further  provifion  for  checking  the  crime  of  adultery  ;"  and  there 
was  no  ottt  who  would  deny  that  this  crime  did  exi(i  to  a  great  de- 
gree. '  It  was,  therefore,  proper  and  becoming,  that  an  attempt 
(hould  *at  lead  be  tnade  ^o  prevent  vice  and  evil.  As  the  law  now 
flood,  the  crime  of  adultery  differed  from  others,  inafmucb  as 
there  was  no  diredl  puniffiment  annexed  to  the  commifllon  of  it. 
Prefidcnt  Montefquieu  had  properly  obferved,  that  the  code  of  cri- 
minai  law  in  a  country  ought  to  be  uniform,  impartial,  and  univer* 
fal.  It  was  qertainly  to  be  wilhed  that  nothing  anomalous  might 
be  found  in  the  fyftem  of  the  law.  He  would  afk  whether  an 
enlightened  foreigner,  upon  making  inquiry,  would  not  naturally 
cxpedl  to  find  the  crime  of  adultery  in  the  criminal  code  of  Englilh 
laws  ?  The  bcft  wJy  for  gentlemen  of  his  profcffi<  n,  as  well  as 
others  in  the  Houfe,  to  qonfi^cr  this  fubje£l,  was,  by  attending  to  the 
nature  of  a  public  wrong  and  a  mifdemeanour.  Every  public 
wror)g  comprehended  in  its  nature  a  civil  injury,  and  upon  this 
ground  it  was  that  the  crimes  of  murder,  robbery,  ccnfpiracy,  af- 
fault,  and  battery,  were  indidable  offences.  What  ia?»s  it,  he  would 
2{k,  that  lifted  up  a  civil  injury  into  a  public  wrong  ?  It  was  when 
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private   rights  were  violated,   or  when  civil    injuries  freqtiently 
occurred,  and  thus  confequenccs  'i^re  produced  pernicious  and  dan- 
gerous to  fociety.     Wherever  the  repetition  of  fuch  civil    injury 
was  attended  with  great  evils  and  dangers,  it  was  univerfally   (ex- 
cept in  the  cafe  of  adultery)  lifted  up  by  the  theory  of  the  common 
law,  or  by  pofitive  AatuieSy  into  a  public  crime.     Upon  the  firft  in- 
troducliun  of  this  bill  into  the  Houfe,  he  had  been  led  to  con(ider 
whether  it  was  proper  to  regard  adultery  as  a  mifdemeanour,   and 
fo  puni(h  it  as  fuch.      It  behoved  the  oppofers  of  the  bill  to  (hew 
that  a  greater  evil  would  be  produced  by  making  it  a  mifdemcanoury 
than  by  leaving  it  as  the  law  now  ftood  upon   the  fubjedi.      He 
hoped  th^  it  never  would  be  faid,  that  a  crime,  fuch  as  adultery 
was,  forbidden  by  the  promulgated  law  of  God,  was  not  an   addi- 
tional  reafon  why  it  ought  not  to  ftand  as  iiich  in  the  criminal  law  of 
a  Chriftian  country.      In  making  the  inquiry  whether  adultery  was 
a  civil  wrong,  he  would  place  out  of  view  confiderations  derived 
from  the  fanflity  of  marriage,  the  prote<fi^ion  of  children,  &c.   and 
he  would  alk,  whether  it  were  not  a  great  ac^  of  injuftice,  and  whe- 
ther any  thing  can  be  more  provoking  to  a  man,   coniidering  his 
wife  merely  as  his  poflTcflion,  and  Aill  more  as  the  ohjed  of  his  love 
and  aifedion,  than  another  man's  feducing  the  affcd^ions  of  fuch  a 
woman  ?  But  when  the  man  claimed  his  wife,  not  merely  as  his 
poffeffion,  but  as  his  in  confcquence  of  the  folemnization  of  the  mar- 
riage contrad^,  was  not  that  an  additional  reafon  for  lifting  up  adul* 
tcry  into  a  civil  and  public  crime  }  Such  it  was  in  its  very  nature  ; 
it  operated  to  Che  prejudice  of  marriage,  and  to  the  population  of  a 
country  ;  it  broke  up  the  happinefs  of  families*— for  whfch  a  wife 
was  guilty  of  this  crime,  the  hedge  of  protcflion  (of  daughters  efpc- 
cially)  was  broken  down,  and  it   was  only   when   families  were 
united  that  the   public  fociery  could  cxpedl  to  profper.     Adultery 
had   once  been  an  indidable  offence  ;  but,  perhaps,  by  the  fub- 
ftitution  of -pecuniary  punifhments,  the  criminality  of  it  had  been 
overlooked.     It  was  no  good  argument,  that'becaufe  in  the  timeof 
the  Commonwealth,  when  the  nation  ran  into  too  great  a  rigidity 
of  opiiiion  in  matters' of  religion,  adultery  was  made  punifhabie  by 
death,  and  therefore  no  puniihmcnt  (hould  now  be  aoncxed  to  the 
commifiion  of  it  ^  it  was  no  reafon,  becaufc  the   nation  had  at  a 
former  period  run  into  extremes  one  way,  that  it  (hould  go  on  in 
an  extreme  the  other  way.      It  was  clear,  upon  every  view  that  he 
was  led  to  take  of  the  fubjc6^,  that  the  crime  of  adultery  ought  to 
be  found  in  the  criminal  code  of  the  country.     There  was  nothing 
in  the  nature  of  this  crime  but  what  ought  to  be  vifited  wi£h  a  cri- 
minal  punifhnicnt.     With  regard  to  the  trial  by  jury,  he  did  not 
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then  wi(h  to  fpeak  of  it  as  a  lawyer,  nor  to  make  a  panegyric  upon 
this  mode  of  trial,  any  further  than  as  a  ramification  intimately 
connected  with  the  other  branches  of  the  Conftitution.  He  could 
by  no.  means  admits  that  by  this  bill  the  judges  would  be  entrufted 
with  any  improper  power  ;  or  that  thus  putting  the  adulterer  upon 
his  trial  before  a  jury,  would  give  jud  grounds  to  dread  too  fevcre 
a  punifhment. 

Mr.  Erfkine  faid,  that  it  had  feldom  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  per* 
fon  to  have  much  more  experience  than  he  had  in  the  courts  below, 
in  civil  profecutions  in  cafes  of  adultery ;  and  from  this  experience 
he  could  not  but  confider  it  wrong  that  they  (hould  be  regarded, 
not  as  crimes,  but  merely  as  fubjeAs  of  civil  profecutions.  He  had 
frequently  been  Counfel  on  fuch  occalions,  and  had  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  tre^t  the  fubjed  a- right,  when  he  ref)edcd  that  he  was 
merely  claiming  a  fatisfa£lion  by  pecuniary  damages.  In  fa£t,  the 
nlan  who  expected  to  receive  fatisfadion  for  the  injury  he  had  fuC-' 
tained  by  fuch  damages,  did  not  deferve  damages  at  all.'  The  in* 
jury  itfelf  was  unlike  any  other ;  if  he  fufFered  falfe  imprifonment, 
he  coulcf  take  the  compepfation  whidi  the  law  gave  him,  without 
being  difgraced,  even  if  he  had  been  put  in  irons ;  nay,  he  might 
feel  a  fatisfa6tion  that  the  juOice  of  his  country  had  relieved  him, 
thnt  his  fortune  likcwlfe  had  been  bettered,  and  that  at  the  expenco* 
of  the  perfon  who  had  injured  him:  but  the  man  who  could  feci  fa- 
tisfadion  from  receiving  damages  from  another  who  had  poflefled 
himfe'lf  of  her  whom  the  former  had  loved,  or  (hould  have  loved, 
as  his  wife,  a  man  of  this  defcri|)tion  he  mu(\  confider  as  a  truly 
contemptible  chara<9er.  He  perceived  that  the  bill  propofcd  that 
it  (hould  not  be  competent  to  any  man  to  bring  this  charge  before 
the  Grand  Jury,  but  the  hufband,  who  felt  himfelf  the  injured 
perfon. — This  was  certainly  an  anomaly ;  but,  however,  it  was 
fufficient  for  him,  (landing  as  he  then  did,  in  his  place,  to  fay  that 
he  gave  his  general  affent  to  the  bill,  as  it  made  the  crime  in  que(tion 
a  mifdemeanour.  In  the  trials  which  would  take  place  according  to 
it,  it  would  be  for  the  judge  to  determine  in  what  cafes  the  a6lion 
was  maintainable,  a;id  every  evidence  would  have  its  proper  weight. 
As  the  law  now  fiood,  the  defendant  came  into  court  under  great 
difad vantages ;  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  get  proof  by  the  crofs-exa* 
mination  of  witne(res,  fo  as  to  obtain  a  mitigation  of  damages.  Every 
lawyer  muft  know,  that  it  was  a  very  rare  thing  for  the  defendant 
in  this  way  to  obtain  relief;  whereas,  in  a  criminal  trial,  the  de- 
fendant would  enjoy  all  the  fame  means  of  defending  himfelf  as 
were  granted  in  other  criminal  adtions,  and  therefore  he  would  have 
the  law  more  in  his  favour.     As  to  the  difcrctionary  puniQiment 
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|>ropo(ed  to  be  allowed  to  the  judge!  fo  inflid^  if  that  be  objeAed  co 
in  this  inftanccy  then  the  whole  criminal  xode  of  the  country  muft 
be  new-caft ;  but  furcly  it  would  be  a  ftrange  time'and  way  for  doing 
this  by  oppoiing  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  on  the  bill  now 
before  the  Houfe*  The  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  wifdy  framed. 
If  he  confidered  it  as  injurious  to  the  womani  or  that  ihe  was  not 
properly  protedied  by  it,  he  aould  be  the  laft  i^an  to  fupport  it.  If 
the  bill  paflTed  into  a  law,  the  objed  woqld  be  to  diilblye  the  oiar- 
Tiage  of  the  man  and  woman,  becaufe  of  the  adulteiy  of  either  parry, 
*  and  prevent  them  from  contra^ling  marriage,  unlefs  with  particular 
exceptions.-7-^Difcufling  this  meafure  on  the  principle  of  liniverial 
law,  he  would  fay,  tHiit  no  contrafi,  the  moft  fan6limoniouai  fliould 
be  entered  into,  founded  on  the  very  breach  of  the  fame  concrad, 
iK)r  that  the  woman  (hopld  go  to  the  altar  with  the  man  who  had 
feduced  her,  and  this  as  a  matter  of  courfe.  Mr.  Erflciiicfaidy  that 
jiis  experience  in  the  courts  had  told  him  that  the  fault  was  very 
rarely  indeed  in  the  woman.  The  falutary  operation  of  this  bill 
would  be  to  caution  the  woman  againft  ultimate  ruin  and  diigrace, 
by  putting  hef  upon  her  guard  ;  and  by  the  infli^ioB  of  a  greater 
pum(hment  upon  the  guilty,  the  tendency  would  be  to  check  the 
crime.  We  fhould  not  then  fee  men  daringly  committing  this 
crime,  and  afterwards  going  undaunted  into  court.  The  punifh- 
^ment  upon  conviction  in  a  criminal  court,  which  in  fome  inftanccs 
of  aggravation  would  be  fcvere,  would  bc;peficially  zSc&  the  nnorals 
and  manners  of  the  people.  Upoipthe  whole,  as  he  thought  much 
good  might  be  expeded  from  the  operation  of  this  bill,  it  (hould 
have  his  fupport. 

Mr.  M.A.  TAYLOR  faid,  he'ftiould  vote  againft  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair,  objedling  as  he  did  to  the  principles  of  the  bill : 
it  wentto  change  the  eflablifhcd  rules  of  proceeding  in  this  country, 
)  without  any  fatisfkAory  proof  of  the  expediency  or  neceflfity  of  fuch 
a  meafure.  The  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  had  aikcd* 
where  would  a  ftranger  exped  to  find  the  crime  of  adultery  in  the 
code  of  thecoantry  ?  He  would' aflc  in  his  turn,  where  would  fuch 
an  one  find  the  crime  of  fedudion  ?  On  the  iame  principle,  if  the 
former  crime^was  made  a  mifdemeanour,  fo  ought  thie  other.  But 
it  was  (ingular,  that  whilft  gentlemen  were  fo  tenacious  to  puni{h 
the  adulterer,  no  punifhment  was  propofed  for  the  crime  of  feduc- 
don,  for  the  ttian  who  might  come  into  his  houfe  and  feduce  hia 
daughter,  unlefs  the  feigned  adlion  of  fervitium  arnifi  could  be  fo 
.  called.  Were  the  principles  of  the  bill  extended  fo  as  to  include 
the  latter  crime,  he  believed  that  half  the  farmers  of  the  kingdom 
would  be  brought  into  the  Court  of  King's  Benchi  and  tried  for  the 
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CTtmeK>f  fcdu6Kon.  Bat  all  that  the  law  did  at  prefeiit  was,  to  tak^ 
care  that  the  parifti  (hould  not  lofe. — Into  what  a  wide  field  would 
this  hill  lead  the  Houfe !  He  doubted  much  whether  policy  or  juftice 
conclirred  in  their  going  forward  with  this  racaturc.  No  particular 
re^fon  had  been  aOigned  for  tl\e  paQing  of  this  law.  He  faw  nei- 
ther its  expediency  nor  neceflTity.  No  cafe  had  been  (hewn  from 
the  increafed  number  of  divorces,  or  the  fldgrancy  of  the  crime,  to 
induce  the  Houfe  to  make  any  further  provilion  againft  it.  Had 
it  been  proved  that  divorces  were  now  only  looked  upon  as  matters 
of  courfe  ?  He  w*as  afraid  if  moraKty  and  religion  had  not  their 
proper  effeft  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  a6ts  of  Parliament  and 
ic verity  of  punilhment  would  never  anfwer  the  end.  If  we  com- 
pared prefent  with  ibrm<^r  times,  or  this  with  other  countries^  in- 
fiead  of  libelling  the  age  or  countr}'  in  which  we  lived,  he  thought 
^e  might  feel  proud  from  the  comparifon.  This  bilU  be  was. 
afraid,  Would  be  of  an  injurious  tendency  to  themorals  of  the  people, 
whilft  it  would  throw  a  iafting  odium  upon  the  exifting  age.  Be- 
caufe  France  had  done  every  thing  againft  morality,  was  that  a  rea- 
son why  this  country  (hould  contradid  the  two  (irft  principles  of 
their  religion.  Charity  and  Repentance,  and  give  way  to  the  metho- 
•diftical  cant  of  the  times  ?  Befidcs,  if  feverer  punilhments  were  re- 
•quiiite  in  cafe  of  other  erimes  as  well  as  this,  why,  he  would  a(k, 
feleA  this  ?  If  the  law  as  it  now  ftood,  and  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
was  wife,  why  change  it  ?  He  entertained  as  high  a  re^pedt  for  the 
judges  as  any  man>  but  ftill  he  could  not  approve  of  invcfting 
them  ^th  the  power  of  inflidUng  a  difcretionary  puni(hment  as 
propofed  by  this  bill.  Add  to  which,  that  in  his-opinioQ  it  would 
go  to  violate  the  rights  of  juries  whole  province,  as  the  law  now 
l^ood,  was  to  weigh  and  deterniine  the  qi^ntum  of  damages  to  be 
awafded.  And  if  this  were  a  queflion  rcfpcding  which  many  doubts 
were  entertained  both  in  and  out  of  the  Houfe,  and  by  many  wi(e 
and  able  men,  why  Aiotdd  it  be  preflfed  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into 
a  Committee  before  gentlemen's  minds  were  fully  mat^e  up  on 
the  caib,  and  without  fufficient  procf  being  made  out  of  the  neceflity 
for  the  meafiire  ?  In  his  opinion,  the  operation  of  this  bill  would  go 
to  fcreen  nine  adulterers  out  of  ten.  There  were  many  cafes,  as 
the  law  at  preient  flood,  when  in  a  civil  adlion  juries  would  fay, 
that  although  the  flagrancy  of  the  crime  was  not  fufficiently  proved, 
they  faw  enough  to  (ind  a  verdift  of  damages ;  but  if  tried  as  a  mif- 
demeanour  juries  would  then  require  the  mod  circumftantial  and 
politive  evidence  "before  conviction.  According  to  this  bill,  and  upon 
the  trials  being  profecuted  in  a  criminal  court,  the  evidence  of  the 
woman  with  whom  the  adultery  was  committed^  might  be  produocd^ 
VoL.XIL  N  ' 
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and  thus  fpch  fcenes  would  be  laid  open  in  courts  of  jufticc,  as  he 
hoped  would  never  be  fanfiioned  by  the  vote  of  that  Houfe. — He 
put  it  to  the  Houfe  to  confider  what  effcA  fuch  ihameful  proceedings 
would  have  in  corrupting  the  morals  of  the  country,  -^c  nr»ight, 
indeed,  fay  in  the  words  of  a  great  moralift,  and  a  celebrated 
Poet:-^ 

i . "  Eheu 

•*  QMam  temere  in  nofmet  legem  fanftiraus  iniquam  !- 
**  Nam  vitiis  nemo  fine  nafcitur ;  Optimas  ille  eft, 
"  Q^i  minimi?  urgetur." 

He  begged  gentlemen  would  condder  the  injurious  tendency 
of  the  bill,  and  oppofe  the  further  confidcration  of  it  in  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  the  bill  had  been  already  ifo  much 
and  fo  anxioufly  difculkd,  that  he  would  compfefs  the ^obfervations 
it  was  his  intention  to  fubmit'^to  the  Houfe  upon  it.  He  did  not 
conceive  it  necelTary  to  dwell  any  time  on  the  importance  of  the 
meafure  ;  that  was  acknowledged  by  all  who  had  given  it  any  con- 
fidcration. A  great  mafter  of  old  hnd  fold,  that  marriage  was  the 
elementary  principle  of  fociety ;  and  this  being  admitted,  it  was 
incumbent  on  the  Houfe  to  confider  how  bcft  to  prefcrve  that  (late  in 
its  integrity  and  purity.  The  firft  queflion  which  fuggeiied  itfeif 
in  entering  on  this  inquiry  was,  whether  thalaw  now  propofed  was 
neceilary ;  and  fecondly,  whether  any  change  in  the  manners  and 
iQorals  of  the, people  had  nrifcnto  require  fuch  a  law.?  and  whether, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  mcafurc  now  offered  was  likely  to  compen- 
fate  for  the  attempt  at  reform  which  is  to  follow  from  it.  He  was 
of  opini6ni  that  the  bill  would  nut  be  productive  of  fuch  falutary 
efFe^s  as  fome  gentlemen  a^)peared  to  anticipate.  The  increaicd 
laxity  of  public  niorals,  but  cipecially  the  increafcd  cafes  of  divorces 
in  late  years,  might  be  owing  chiefly  to  our  increafed  wealth,  and  to 
another  circumftance  not  lefs  decifive,  namely,  the  very  great  ex- 
tenfion  of  that  clafs  in  fociety  known  by  the  general  dcfcription  of 
Rich  Gentry.  What  had  been  faid  of  the  harmony  of  the  criminal 
code  was  true,  as  general  dodlrine  ;  but  nothing  fo  loofe  would  do 
to  be  adopted  as  a  ground  of  legiflation.  It  was  objeded  to  the 
making  of  adultery  a  mifdcmeanour,  that  it  would  caufe  the  exten- 
fion  of  the  principle,  and  lead  to  general  laws  iorpuni(hing  even 
petty  moral  violations.  As  to  the  law  not  taking  full  cognizance 
6f  the  crime  of  adultery,  he  wouW  juft  remark,  that  if  the  law  on 
the  cafe  was  tiot  in  terms  a  penal  law,  it  became  fuch  by  its  opera- 
tion. There  was  a  fine  inflicted;  this  was  a  penalty,  and  therefore 
it  was  ^  penal  law.     He  thought  that  it  was  brought  forward  with* 


June  io.]  DEBATES.  91 

out  full  confideration ;  it  was  a  hady,  immature  meafure,  which 
had  grown  up  by  chance.  Half  of  it  was  added  to  a  bill  which 
was  reje^ed,  and  only  this  half  appeared  to  be  at  all  concurred  in 
generally  :  fo  that  while  the  fupplcmcntal  part  was  likely  to  be  pre«- 
fcrved,  the  firft  part  would  probably  be  loft.  The  chief  objeflion 
to  the  bill  was,  not  that  the  punifhmcnt  lx>rc  unequally,  bgt  that 
it  did  not  operate  in  both  cafes  as  a  prevention.  It  wa^  faid,  that 
in  ^int  of  fad  its  enadlmencs  would  be  a  penalty  on  the  woman> 
'while  it  gave  a  p/emium  to  the  man.  Other  objedions  had  alio 
been  avowed.  Some  gentlemen  adjured  the  Houfe  not  to  deprive 
the  woman  of  the  means  of  repentance ;  but  furely  that  was*  a 
firange  mode  of  repenting— for  a  woman  to  return  to  the  arms  of 
her  feducer.  In  allufion  to  his  mother's  guilt,  Hamlet  is  made  to 
fay,  that  his  uncle's  bed  was  not  the  natural  place  to 'repent  the 
wrong  done  to  a  father.  There  was,  as  it  were,  a  threat  held  out 
by  the  woman,  that  if  (he  (hould  nQt  be  permitted  to  marry,  (he 
would  go  over  to  proftitutbn.  ^  Very  few  couM  fincerely  admire 
this  fort  of  fentimcntal  afFedlion,  which  terminated  on  the  part  of  a 
woman  in  a  determination,  that  if  (he  were  not  allowed  to  many 
ihe  would  go  on  the  town ;  it  would  only  do  in  a  German  play,  or 
a  (fhapterpf  a  modern  novel.  TheHuufe  would  proceed  on  better 
and  lefs  fophifticated  principles.  But  moft  curious  opinions  had 
been  held  on  this  fubjcA.  It  was  faid  ihit  parties  would  befbrnped 
foL  the  protedion  of  ^the  female,  if  the  Legiflature  did  not  proteft 
her  by  fandioning  marriage  with  her  feducer.  He  could  only  an** 
fwer  to  this  by  obferving,  that  the  cffcSt  of  fuch  a  combination 
muft  be  rather  to  (ink  thofe  who  enter  into  it,  than  fupport  thofe  on 
whofe  account  they  coalefce.  With  regard  to  marriage  itfelf,  he 
would  not  however  diifemble,  that  he  confidered  it  a  matter  in 
which  laws  would  do  lea(>,  sind  manners  moft  to  protect  it.  Ti^e 
laft  claufe»  however,  which  prohibited  marriage,  was  capable  of  in- 
'  finite  modifications.  There  was  an  argument  which  had  been  ufec^ 
on  the  whole  of  the  bill,  which  he  would  briefly  notice.  It  was 
faid  that  the  Houfe  could  not  coniiftently  refufe  to  go  on  with  the 
bill,  becaufe  it  came  recommended  on  very  high  authority  from 
another  place.  Now  againft  this  argument  there  was  a  fetroff, 
which  in  his  mind  afibrded  a  complete  anfwer,  namely,  that  if  fuch 
a  principle  were  adopted,  it  would  be  to  deny  the  Houfe  the  right  of 
legiflatiun.  He  concluded  by  expreffing  his  wi(h  that  the  bill  might 
go  into  a  Committee. 

Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  began  by  obferving,  that  he  w:as 
fearful  his  fpcech  on  a  former  occaiion,  as  it  related  to  the  fubjed 
whicl\  oow  called  for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  bad  been  miCan- 
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derRood*.  He  had  compared  the  prefent  date  of  morals  with  thar 
ef  pad  ages,  and,  after  a  minute  and  candid  inveftigationr,  was  not 
inclined  to  go  the  length  of  faying,  that  the  morals  of  the  people 
were  worfc  now  than*  they  were  in  former  times%  He  had  heard  it 
fiated,  that  divorces  had  increaicd  in  number  to  ^  coniiderable  ex- 
tent,  from  >the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century  in  particular.  For 
his  owry  part,  he  entertained  the  fame  notion  now  that  he  bad  ex- 
preflcd*  on  afotmer  night  upon  thisfiibjed.  He  could  not  lay  that 
divorces>had  confiderably  increafed  in  the  ceurfeof  his  experience  in 
the  eccicfiaftical  courts,  which  was  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years.  He  would  Cake  this  occniion  of  correfily  ftating  the  num- 
ber of  fentcnccs  of  reparation  that  had  ia  his  time  been  glvcir  la 
thofe  courts  L  rlicT  wore 

From  r  7  7 o  to'  1 7  80  •.  •  -  •  44: 

1780  to  1790- •'• -23 

1790  to  i8oo*  •  •  -52 

Without  entering  *into  a  very  long  and  complex  reafoning,  it  ap^ 
peared  to  him,  tliat  the  increafe  of  adultery  was  (fpeaking  at  leaft  ii> 
a  probable  manner)  to  be  traced  to  the  increafe  of  wealth,  tor  the  ii>- 
crcafe  of  the  habits  and  gpatifications  of  luxuiy^  and  to  the  various 
additional  opportunities  which  offered  for  the  indulgence  of  fenfual 
propenfities.     When  he  took  an  impartial  view 'of  the  caafes  and 
the  effedls,  he  cduld  not  help  faying,  that  he  was  appvchenfive  no- 
legiflative  provifions,  however  wifely  ivamed,  however  attentively 
confidered,  could  effectually  prevent  a  crime  that  operated  in  the 
moft  deftr-udli^'e  way  upon  the  peace  and  happiaefs  of  foeiety :  yet^ 
though  no  pofitive  ground  could  be  ftated^  that  the  prefent  meafun: 
would  prove  adequate  to  an  obje6t  fo  truly  deiirable,  he  could  un- 
dertake to  fay,  that  if  it  was  but  likely  tocorred  the  evK  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  no  man  eould  in  that  cafe  oppofe  its  adoption*     It  had 
been  faid  that  adultery  was  a  crime ;  if  it  were  really  fo>.  he  wi(faed 
to  know  how  if  was  to  be  prevented  by  the  exifling  laws  }    It  was 
evident  that  adultery  was  not  rec()gnized  by  any  fiatote  law  what- 
ever as  9  crime,  nor  followed  by  any  ipecific  punilhmetrt.  He  would 
alfo  e6ntend,  that  the  civil  law  had  enadted  no  puniftiment  againd 
it;  and,  tracing  it  in  every  poffible  line,   he  found  that,  it  was 
known  to  the  e^clefiaAical  law  only  as  a  crime.     By  that  law,  it 
certainly  might  have  been  puniftied ;  yet  the  punifhment  was  fo 
ievere,  that  it  was  difufed,  and  became  indeed^  from  the  change  of 
manners,  altogether  inapplicable.     *^  Before  the  Reformation  (faid 
Sir  William)  thert  were  no  divorces  in  Parliament— and  for  the 
reafon  I  have  before  given  ;  but  were  there  no  adulteries  ?    Were 
ibere  no  proeeedii^  in  the  ecciefiaftical  ooixxxs-^aduluru  causa  f 
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I  (hould  think  from  fonoe  circumftances,  that  In  thofe  times  there 
was  occupation  enough  in  thofc  courts  of  that  fpecies.  After  the 
Rcforrtiation,  for  above  one  hundred  years  there  was  no  proceeding 
in  Parliament  for  divorces — ami  for  a  rcafon  1  have  likewife  given» 
But  the  ecctefiadical  courts  weve  entertaining  fuits  of  that  nature. 
After  Parliament  had  very  rcludiantly  entertained  fuch  applica- 
tions,  the  public  can^  in  very  ilowly ;  for  the  prejudices  of  the 
country  continued  (trong  againfl^the  total  dilTolution  of  marriages  ; 
and  it  is  not  till  within  thefe  thirty  years  that  thoft  prejudices  are 
worn- away  (though  not  yet  totally  cxtini^)^  and  that  applications  to 
Parliament  have  become  frequent.  But  the  eccleiiaf^ical  courts^ 
were  in  the  mean  time  open  for  fepa rations  a  menfa  et  thoro ;  prooa- 
bly  not  in  the  number  n6w  received,  fince  Parliament  made  a  pro- 
ceeding in  the  ecclefiafiieal  court  abfolutely  neceiTary  \  becaufe 
private  feparations  could » in  general,  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  a  huf- 
band  nearly  as  well  as  the  fcparation  by  fentence ;  and  there  is  juft 
reafon  for  thinkingi  that  the  eccleiia(lical  court  was  principally  re* 
forted  to  by  women  complaining  of  the  infidelity  of  theiY*  hufbands, 
and  for  compelling  the  payment  of  alimony  in  a  (late  of  feparation* 

'  But  fuits  were  certainly  entertained  on  the  part  of  the  huiband, 
where  he  was  determined  to  allow  no  fubfiOcnce  to  a  delinquent 
wife,  and  no  private  agreem^t  could  be  cdabliihed  ;  and    I  pre- 
fume  that  fuch  fuit«  were  much  more  numerous  than  thofc  which 
appear  in  Parliament."     Sir  William  went  on  to  obferve,  that  the 
hufband,  who  had  the  power  of  the  purfc,  could  feparate  from  the 
wife  without  any  aid  of  the  eccletiaftical  authority  ;  but  the  wife 
could  not  enforce  maintenance  from  the  hufband  without  fuch  aid. 
This  was  the  rcafon  why  the  applications  to  the  eccleliaAical  court 
were  more  numerous  for  the  wives  than  thehufbands  ;  and  this  he 
had  thought  it  neceiTary  to  fay,  by  way  of  explanation  of  what  he 
had  faid  on  a  former  occafion,  when  this  fubje£t  was  before  the 
Houfe.     That  there  had  been  fome  increafe  in  the  number  of 
adulteries  in  modern  times,  might  be  true,  but  not  more  than  was 
the  refult  of  the  increafe  of  population,  and  the  increafe  of  wealthy 
if^hich  latter  now  einabled  panics  to  fue  for  divorces,  who  in  former 
times  were  deterred  by  the  confideration  of  expence.     The  ad- 
ditional frequency,  therefore,  of  thefe  cafes  being  brought  before  the 
view  of  the  public,  was  not,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  to  be  called 
an  increafe  of  vice  in  (bciety  at  laige.     However^  as  adultery  was  a 
great  evil  in  fociety,  if  the  provilions  which  the  law  made  againft  it 

/  were  found  inadequate,  no  man  could  deny  that  the  Legiflature  was 
called  upon  to  confidcr  of  fcfme  better  remedy  than  that  which  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  Without  eifcd.     H<  was  (hcretorc  clearly  of  opinion^ 
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diat  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfc  to  proceed  to  the  confideration  of 
a  bill  which  prohibited  the  offence,  and  was  calculated  to  prevent 
its  progrefs.  Wii^  refptS  to  the. part  of  the  bill  which  prevented 
the  martiage  of  the  offending  woman  with  the  adulterer,  that  was  a 
claufe  on  which  he  hnd  heard  a  great  variety  of  opinions ;  if  that 
claufe  flood  alone,  he  (hould'feel  a  very  (Irong  reludlance  to  adopt- 
ing it  ;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  other  part  of  the  bill  threw  a 
correAivc  into  the  fcale,  and,  therefore,  looking  upon  the  ftate  of  the 
hw,  and  thinking  that,  in  many  refpe^s,  alterations  in  it  were 
abfolutely  neccflary,  he  (hould  vote  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the 
chain 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  entertained  very 
grekt  refpedt  for  the  framers  of  the  bill ;  but  it  was  flill  obvious^ . 
that  it  had  been  framed  with  one  >^W|  which  pervaded  the  whole 
of  the  mcafure,  and  he  felt  no  hefitation  in  declaring  that  it  was 
5n  his  mind  an  incomplete  and  hafty  proceeding.  The  objed  of 
the  bill  was  to  punifh  adultery,  and  to  regulate  divorces.  He  cer- 
tainly could  Tiot  objed  to  any  juft  puni(hment  that  w^nf  to  corred  a 
trrime  of  fuch  depravity.  But  as  far  as  the  bill  went  to  regulate 
divorces,  it  appeared  to  him  to  trench  upon  the  privileges  of  Par- 
liament. When  it  was  viewed  in  all  its  probable  relations 
and  effe3s,  the  confequences  wou]<)  be  found  to  be,  that  the  bill 
would  necefiarily  interfere  with  that  harn:K>ny  and  perfedl  accord- 
ance in  the  criminal  code,  fo  eflfentially  ncceflary  to  be  preferVed  for 
^all  the  purpofes  of  right  legiflation.  Having  delivered  his  general 
fentiments  refpe£ling  the  meafure,  he  would,  however,  admit  that 
much  might  Aill  be  -done  in  the  Committee  to  render  the  bill  fa]u«- 
tary  in  its  operation  ;  and  he  therefore  (hould  not  oppofe  the  Speaker 
leaving  the  chair.  An  honourable  and  learned  friend  of  his  (Sir 
W.  Scottj  had  faid  that  adultery  was  not  known  to  any  law  as  a 
puniihaUe  crime,  except  in  the  ecclefiaflicat  courts ;  but  his  ho- 
nourajble  and  learned  friend  would  be  of  a  diflFerept  opinion  if  he 
would  look  into  the  codes  of  the  northern  nations,  as  well  as  the 
antient  fyftem  of  this  country.  He  would  there  find  it  had  been 
poniflied  fevtrely,  and  with  a  cruelty  which  was  not  warranted  even 
by  the  nature  of  the  crime.  His  honourable  and  learned  friend 
might  therefore  perceive,  (and  it  was  for  thatpurpofe  he  mentioned 
it,)  that  the  crime  was  puni(hed  by  the  civil  law«  When  indeed 
^  Chriftianity  had  fucceeded  in  noaking  a  very  confiderable  progrefs, 
and  the  papal  power  had  acquired  great  influeru:e,  the  firil  code  was 
changed,  the  original  punilhtnent  was  altered,  and  there  was  intro- 
duced ii^to  the  ecclefiaftical  law  the  meafure  of  punifhment  with 
which  the  aime  was  afterwards  to  be  aficAcd.     That  meafure  of 
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punUhment  gradually  loft  its  cfRcacy,  and-finally<] winded  into  in;^ 
(igniiicance.  He  concurred  in  opinion  with  an  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Eifkine),  who  had  faid,  chat  many  of  the 
objedions  to  the  bill  might  be  removed  by  inferting  a  cUufe  to  pre- 
vent both  parties  from  marrying  without  a  fpecial  clauf«  in  the  a£l 
of  Parliament  by  \ihicli  they  were  divorced.  Having  offered  thcfe 
fhort  obfcrvations,  he  (hould  only  add,  th-it  with  rcfiTicd!  to  the  claufe 
which  rendered  adultery  a  mifdcmcandur,  he  was  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion that  it  ought  to  be  made  a  mifdemcanoar  in  the  huiband  as 
well  as  the  wife.  He  thought  alfo  that  there  (hould  be  fome  pro- 
vifion  for  examining  the  hufband  and  the  wife  upon  this  buiinefs  ; 
but  upon  that  fubjed  there  was  ver)'conriderable  doubt,  and  it  was 
worth  while  to  guioio  a  Committee  upon  it.  Making  this  offence 
a  mifdemeanour  was  only  reftoring  the  oJd  common  law,  by  which 
he  here  meant  the  old  Saxon  law.  In  (hort,  tiiis  bill  contained  mat- 
ter of  the  firft  importance  ;  difpofable,  as  it  feemed  to  him,  in  a 
Committee  only,  and  therefore  he  (hould  vote  for  going  into  that 
Committee^  without  however  pledging  himfelf  not  to  uppofe  the 
third  reading,  if  after  all  he  (hould  find  the  bill  fuch  as  he  could 
not  affent  to.  -  , 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  the  real  objeft  ■ 
of  the  bill  was  mifunderflood.     It  was  faid,  that  it  was  intended 
to  infli^l  a  fevere  and  unjuft,  and  cruel  puni(hment  upon  the  female, 
and  to  futjcd^  the  man  to  an  arbitrary  and  oppreffiye  penalty.  The 
objed  of  ,the  bill  was  neither  to   impofe  penalty    nor  punifhment, 
but  to  Icffcn  the  frequency  of  .the  crime  of  adultery,  the  moft  dc- 
teilable  crim^,  and  the  crime  the  moft  dcftru6live  of  the  peace  of  fo- 
ciety  of  ^  any  that  exifted.     Whatever  might  be  the  means  to  be 
employed,  this  was  the  fole  end  in  view.     Whether  adultery  had 
Increafed  or  not,  after  wfhat  had   fallen  from  fcveral  honourable 
and  learned  gentlemen,  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to  determine  ; 
but  certain  he  was  thst  the  number  of  divorces  had  increafed  to  an 
alarming  degree.     Before  the  reign  of  George  II.  the   number 
paffed  was  inconfiderable  ;  in  that  reign  24  had  been  paffed  ;  in 
the  prefent. 99.     The  Houfe  would  do  well  to  paufe  for  a  while, 
and  confider  the  propriety  of  this  fyftcm.     Adultery   furely  was  a 
great  crime;  yet   it    was  now  only  punifhable  by  civil  acftion,  a 
mode  of  punilhment  altogether  inadequate  for  fuch  an  o(Ience.-«i 
The  jury,  frorn^  deteftatton  of  the  crime  of  the  fcdqccr,  often  ^ve 
vindidiye  danrmges  to  the  hufcand.     This  ^raAice  had  the  worft 
confeqi^ences,  as  the  hufband  might  now  fell  his  wife's  honour  for  a 
piece  of  mpn^y.     There  was  no  doubt  that  hufbands  often  con* 
nived  at  the  mifcondufl  of  their  jvives,  from  the  hope  of  beiiig  en« 
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richcd  by  the  damages  they  were  Hkely  to  receive.     Would  any 
one  fay  that  that  was  a  good  fvftcm  which  gave  rife  to  fuch  enormi- 
ties ?   Again,  it  ,very  frequently  happened  that  the  damages  were 
not  exadledi  and  the  aduUcrer  efcapcd  unpunillied.      Divorces  too 
were  granted  when  they  ought  to  be  refufed,  as  the  hulband  intimi-^ 
dated  the  wife  from  difclofing  his  mifcondud^,  by  threatening  to  a^ 
harflily  to  her  paramour.  '   At  preftnt,  things  ftood  in  that  mon- 
firous  (ituation,  that  perfons  might  free  .themfelvcs  from  the  bond 
of  matrimony  by  their  own  dclinqiieney.      If  it  had  been  forcfecn 
that  thisabufe  would  have  arifcn  from  granting  divorce  bills,  he  was 
confident  that  they  never  would  have   been  granted.     They  were 
but  of  modern  date,  and  of  ftill  more  modern  date  was  the  cuftom 
of  allowing  the  adultrefs  to  rc-marry«      He  did  not  by  any  means 
fay  that  fuch  a  marriage  was  illegal,  and  he  was  forry  that  fuch  a 
queftion  ever  had  arifen.    If  any  doubts  tvcrc  entertained,  be  would 
be  happy  in  concurring  in  any  meafurc  for   removing  them.      At 
prefent,  a  man  might  pay  his   addreflcs  to  the  wife  of  a   virtuous 
huibandy  and  the  mother. of  a  numerous  family,  with  equal  confi- 
dence as  if  he  were  addrefling  a  young  lady  who  never  had  been 
married.     Many  other  evils  might  be  mentioned  ;  but  thcfe  were 
fufficient  to  prove  the  incfficacy  of  th^  prefent  laws,  and  they  ought 
to  be  amended.     The  provi lions  of  the  prefent  bill  he  thought  ex- 
tremely well  calculated  to  corrc6l  thefe   abufcs  ;  and  w^en  it  came 
out  of  tlie  Committee  he  trufted  that  it  would  be  altogether  unob- 
jedlionable.     He  would  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  a  divorced 
woman  (hould  not  marry  under  certain  circumftances;  but  that  the 
Legiflaturc  fhould  ktep  in  its  hands  a  difcrerionary  power.     He 
Intended  to  propofc  fomc  amendments  to  the  bill,  Ihould  it  go  into 
a  Committee  ;  and  one  claufe  would  be,  that  the  delinquent  party 
(hould,  not  again  marry,  unlefs  authorifed  by  a  claufe  in  tha  zA  of 
divorce  itfelf.     He  woul(j  further  propofc,  as  a  relief  for  the  un- 
fortunate woman,  that  out  of  |the  fine  which  ihould  be  paid  in  the 
public  court,  the  court  (hould  have  a  power  to  apportion  fuch  pare 
for  her  relief  as  it  thought  proper.     The  bill  then,  fo  far  ,from 
bearing  hard  upon  her,  would  operate  for  her  relief  and  comfort. 
As  the  regulation  now  Rood,  his  learned  and  honourable  friend  muft 
pronounce  the  fentenceof  a  feparation  without  granting  any  fupport ; 
but  then  part  of  the  fine  would  be  apportioned  to  her  fufientation. 
So  that  from  this  bill  there  would  be  no  caufe  to  complain,  and  her 
fituation  would  be  a  warning  to  others  not  to  oflTend. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  obfcrved,  that  it  was  unneccffary  for 
him  to  fay  any  thing  concerning  the  importance  of  the  fubjedt  be* 
fcre  the  Houfe>  as  its  importance^ bad  been  admitted  by  all  who  had 
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fpokc  on  It.  The  queflion  for  the  conf:deraticn  of  the  Houfc  v^as, 
whether  the  crimf  v  r.ich  v.  as  t!:e  fubjc^  of  difcufllort  had  arifcn  to 
fu''h  a  licight  as  to  rcq.  !rc  Icgiilativc  provifiun  ?  It  could  not  be 
denied  Ihat  it  was  a  crime  whidi  attacked  the  firfl  germ  of  civil  fo- 
ciety,  and  every  tliing  that  tended  to  protect  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind. The  author  of  ourmoftholy  rpligion  had  denounced  this  crime, 
2tiA  had  dwelt  upon  it  more  pii  tlcularly  than  upon  any  other.  Mar- 
riage was.  by  no  means  nutely  a  civil  contract  ;  the  ftate  had  a 
right  to  prcfcribe  the  ceremonies  by  which  it  fhould  be  contracted, 
but  it  was  fan(3ified  by  religion,  and  was  on  that  account  more, 
holy,  and  ought  to  be  more  indiffoluble.  Since  the  beginning  of 
time,  no  inftitution  had  been  devifed  fo  well  calculated  to  promote 
the  happinefs  of  man,  and  it  ought  to  be  regarded  with  Ac  greatcft 
refpedl  and  reverence;.  In  this  light  it  could  not  long  be  viewed^ 
if  the  prefcnt  fyftem  were  continued.  Could  it  be  made  a  qiicftion, 
that  that  fhould  be  made  a"  crime  in  the  code  of  Englifli  laws, 
which  was  already  a  moral  offence  of  fo  deep  a  hue  ?  'If  he  un* 
dcrftood  the  lawyers  right,  there  was  not  at  prcfent  any  penalty  an- 
nexed to  this  crime.  But  it  had  been  dated  by  an  honourable 
gentleman,  that  although  there  was  no  dircft  penalty,  yet  there  was 
orte  practically,  becaufe  the  adulterer  paid  in  damages  to  thehufband 
what  amounted  to  a  heavy  penalty.  This  circum (lance  was  with 
him  one  great  argument  in  favour  of  the  bill,  becaufe  he  confi- 
dcred  it  improper  that  a  penalty  for  a  public  oflFcnce  fhould  be  paid 
in  the  (hape  of  damages  to  an  individual.  A  cafe  might  cxift 
where  the  crime  fhould  be  confummaicd,  yet  where  no  penalty  irt 
damages  could  be  inflidled.  Suppofc  the  cafe  of  a  negligent,  carc- 
lefs,  and  indiflfcrent  hufband,  ill  treating  an  amiable  wife,  while  fhc 
was  endeavouring,  by  the  mofl  pcrfuafive  of  all  cloiquence,  or  con- 
tinued love  and  kindnefs,  to  reclaim  him :  fuppofc  then,  that  an 
artful  feducer  fhould  ftep  in  between  her  and  the  accomplifhment 
of  this  defired  objefl,  and,  by  aggravatihg  e^cry  fault  of  her  huf- 
band, fhould  induce  her  to  deviate  from  the  paths  of  virtue  ^nd 
the  line  of  her  <^uty.  Would  any  one  fay,  that  this  was  not 
the  mod  guilty  of  mortals?  Yet  fhould  the  hufband  bring  an 
adion  againft  him,  it  would  be  faid  with  jufticc,  that  the  plaintifF 
was  a  carelefs,  debauched,  and  profligaro  fcoundr«l,  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  non-fuitcd.  He  could  with  cafe  ftate  rhany  other 
cafes,  where  there  was  a  loud  call  for  punifliircnt,  yet  to  g»ve  da^ 
mages  would  be  improper.  It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to 
(hew  why  adultery  was  not  reckoned  a  crime  by  the  laws  of  Eng-. 
land,  and  why  our  laws,  whofe  excellence  in  moft  particulars  is  un- 
rivalled, are  fo  deficient  in  what  regards  the  interefts  of  molality. 
Vol.  XII.  O 
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But  he  would  delay  entering  upon  tfaefe  topics  till  a  future  o{>por^ 
tunity.     We  were  now  exadly  in  that  (late  when  a  bill  of  this  na- 
ture was  neccflary,  and  if  we  delayed  much  longer,  it  would  be  alto- 
gether inefFedlual  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  corruption.     The  principles 
of  the  people  were  (till  good,  though  their  practices  were  beginning 
to  be  very  immoral ;  and  it  was  well  known,  that  bad  habits  would 
ruin  the  bc(t  principles  that  were  ever  entertained.     Our  wealth 
hs|d  greatly  increafed,  and  had  occafioned  a  correfponding  increaic  of 
luxury,  dire£Uy  tending  to  introduce  licentioufnefs  of  manners,  and 
fome  r^ulations  were  now  indifpenfibly  neccflary  to  counteract  this 
tendency.     The  icience  of  morals  was  now  better  underftood  than 
in  any  former  age,  and  propriety  of  charafier  was  more  accurately 
marked  ;  but  it  by  -no  means  followed  that  our  afiions  were  corre- 
fpondingly  laudable.  Morals  were  formtVly  founded  on  religion  ;  but 
the  morality  of  th^  prefent  day  feemed  to  confift  in  a  propriety  of  cha« 
racier,  and  a  decorum  of  deportment,  founded  rather  on  the  confidera- 
lion  of  charadier  than  of  religion.  He  would  not  deny  but  that  in  tb« 
reign  of  Charles  II.  there  exifted^a  mod  licentious  Court ;  and  h« 
could  not  omit  this  occafion  of  paying  a  juft  tribute  of  applaufe  to  the 
bright  example  which  was  exhibited  ^  the  Court  of  the  prefent 
day,  and  which,  he  was  convinced,  tended  more  than  any  drciim- 
ftance  to  produce  that  moral  decency  fo  chara£lerifiic  of  thefe  time^ 
He  therefore  thought  the  prefent  the  proper  time  to  pafs  the  bill  be* 
fore  the  Houfe,  becaufe  the  moral  principle  had  not  yet  been  cor* 
rupted.     It  was  by  no  means  the  cafe  that  the  bill  had  owed  itt 
origin,  as   had  been   reprefentcd,  from  accident,  or  the  reveries 
or  vagaries  of  any  individual.     It  had  been  introduced  upon  due 
deliberattt)n  by  anable   ftatefman,  who,  having  retired  from  the 
adiive  fcenes  in  which  he  had  formerly  been  engaged,  had  employed 
his  leifure  in  promoting  the  interefts  of  that  country  which  had  fo 
properly  rewarded  his  merits.     He  thought  the   propofed  puniih* 
ment  by  no  means  too  fevere  for  the  offence*    ^Hitherto  the  aduU 
tftls  bad  been  rewarded  for  her  breach  of  the  marriage  vow,  and 
there  were  many  reafons  which  confpired  to  (hew  that  the  inter- 
marriage of  the  parties  (hould  be  prohibited.     It  was  the  duty  of 
Xegiflatofs  to  enad  laws  the  bed  calculated  to  promote  the'  prercnf 
fcappinefs  of  mankind.     Even  in  this  point  of  view  it  was  very 
iho^t- lighted  to  allow  an  opiate  to  be  adminiftered  to  the  woman 
who  has  been  guilty  of  fuch  a  crime,  and  to  allow  her  to  return  Uf 
fociety  to  indulge  in  luxury  and  licentioufnefs,  and  to  corrupt  thofii 
around  her  by  precept  and  example.     He  was  greatly   alarmed 
when  he  heard  honour  fpoken  of  as  contra-diftinguilhed  ironi  ho* 
Hefty,     This  was  £|l(c,|^QQur^  the  moft  dangjcrous  of  all  principlcsi 
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~  Againft  fuch  principles  he  entered  his  flrongeft  proteiT,  as  he  never 
faw  them  aded  upon  that  mifery  was  not  the  confequence.  Na 
longer  therefore  let  it  be  allowed  that  a  man  fiiould,  in  defiance  of 
religion  and  morality^  attempt  to  alienate  from  her  huiband  the 
affed^ions  of  a  wife,  and  fay,  that,  becaufe  he  intends  to  marry  her, 

-  his  conduct  is  honourable.  It  had  been  ftated,  that  if  the  bill 
fliould  pafs,  the  number  of  adulteries  would  be  increafed,  as  the  de* 
bauchce  would  then  be  more  ready  to  prey  upon  the  fpoils  of  inno* 
fence,  when  there  was  no  poflibility  of  his  being  obh'ged  to  marry 
the  woman  he  has  feduced.  He  himfelf  did  not  believe  that  the 
human  heart  could  be  fo  hardened,  nor  the  moral  principle  fo  de« 
bafcd.  .  But  would  not  the  removal  of  this  reflraint  be  much  more 
^han  counterbalanced  by  the  ignominy  which  would  attach  upon  the 

,  feducer,  and  the  punifhment  he  muA  expefl  to  undergo  ?  Belides^ 
the  race  of  thofe  who  were  called  Men  of  Pleafure  was  nearly  worn 
out ;  and  he  trufted  there  were  no  debauchees  now  exifting,  who 
poiTeiTed  fuch  felfifhnefs  of  mind,  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  as  wilU 
fully  to  reduce  an  unfortunate  woman  to  mifery,  ruin,  and  infamy. 
He  would  gladly  give  his  vote  forgoing  into  a  Committee,  becaufe^ 
as  he  did  not  entirely  agree  with  any  gentleman  who  fpoke  on  the 
bill,  he  wifbed  to  have  an  opportunity  of  propofing  fome  amendments. 
He  confidered  this  fubjeft  of  much  mofe  importance  than  any  quef- 
fioh  about  peace  or  war,  or  any  conflitutional  queflion  ;  for,  although 
the  latter  might  have  fome  remote  influence  on  the  comforts  of  fa- 
milies, yet  the  queftion  then  before  the  Houfe  went  to  the  inofioft 
recefles  of  domeftic  happinefs  ;  it  went  to  the  very  foundations  of, 
civil  fociety  ;  and  if  the  crime  was  fufTered  to  go  on  unchecked, 
nothing  would  have  a  greater  tendency  to  deftroy  the  whole  fabric 
of  fociety. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  JONES  faid,  that  the  pcrfon  con- 
vifled  of  having  been  guilty  of  adultery  was  already  punifhed  fo 
verely,  by  having  monftrous  and  vindidive  danuiges  awarded  againft 
him.  When  this  punifhment  had  not  operated  as  a  preventative 
of  the  crime,  how  could  it  reafonably  be  expe£ted  that  a  punifhment 
flill  more  fevere  would  operate  in  preventing  it  ?  It  had  by  np  ' 
means  been  made  out  that  the  Aate  of  the  morals  of  this  Country 
require  any  fuch  expedient.  Adultery  was  no  increafing  evil  in  the 
prefent  day  ;  and  even  if  it  were,  he  would  objedi  to  all  Iqgiflative 
interference ;  as  all  endeavours  to  Arengthen  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony, and  to  draw  them  tighter,  tended  only  to  weaken  and  render 
more  uncertain  that  connection  which  ought  to  depend  on  far  other 
fccurities/  This  was  a  bill,  which,  inftead  of  anfwering  its  profefled 
purpofes^  would  chiefly  tend  to  prevent  matrimony,  by  furrouncttni 
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that  ftate  with  confequences  and  penalties  aAtogether  difgul^ing. 
The  more  a  woman  war  put  under  legal  authority  andreftra  nt,  the 
more  unamiable  muft  the  huAxind  appear  for  whofe  fake  the  laws 
were  enadted.     Statutes  might  furround,  but  could  not  prQtc&,  the 
virtue  of  women.     No  man  could  be  fan^uine  enough  to  fuppofc, 
that  if  the  prcfcnt  bill  were  paiTed  into  a  law,  the  crime  of  adultery 
would  be  prevented.     Secrecy  would  be  fubftituted  in  the  place  of 
reformition,  and  the  laws  meant  to  better,  would  be  found  only  to 
tindermine  public  morality.     As  a  puniftimcnt,  the  provifions    of 
the  l?ill  were  totally  inadequate.     The  claufe  which   conftitutes 
adultery  a  mifdemeanour,  docs  not   prevent  that  colluHon  taking 
place  which  is  able  to  render  the  law  quite  incfFe6lual.     A  perfbn 
might  make  it  worth  the  while  of  another  to  unrfcrgo  the  charge  of 
adultery,  and  accomplilh  in  this  manner  the  very  purpofe  the  bill 
was  meant  to  prevent.     The  bill  would  open  therefore  a  door  of 
fraud  inftead  of  preventing  ruin,  and  make  man  and  wife  voluntary 
evidences  againft  each  other.     Another  objcdlion  to  the  bill  was, 
the  difcretionary  power  it  put  into  the  hands  of  judges.     Diicretion 
did  not  always  mean  what  was  underttood  by  it  in  a  popuTar  fenfe. 
Difcr:etion  in  law  was  limited  by  precedent ;  but  in  the  cafe  of 
adultery  there  would  be  no  limits,  no  landmark^  by  which  the  deci- 
fions  of  juftice  could  be  regulated.     If  the  marriage  of  the  oflend- 
iog  parties  was  prevented,  in  many  inftances  they  would  .continue  to 
live  with  each  other  on  terms  lefs  honourable  and  more  injurious  to 
focicty.     A  libenil- minded  man,  not  able  to  make  the  bed  atone- 
ment to  the  vi(Sim  of  his  illicit  enjoyments,  would  not,  however, 
confign  her  to  irretrieveable  reproach.     The  cafe  would  then  be, 
that  wonnen,  refpedlable  for  other  virtues  than  thofe  of  the  ftridleft 
chaftity,  would,  by  the  fplendour  of  their  talents  and  accomplifh- 
ments,  form  a  third  clafs  in  fociety,  between  the  abandoned  and  the 
virtuous,  not  unaeferving  the  notice  and  commendation  of  the  world. 
This  circumftance,  above  all  others,  would  tend  to  confound  the 
idea  of  right  and  wrong,  and  was  the  fair  and  probable  refuk  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill.     In  moft  cafes  the  caufe  of  adultery  originated 
in  the  hufband,  and  not  in  the  woman  ;  but  the  punifhment  an- 
nexed to  the  crime  chiefly  applied  to  the  woman,  which  could  not 
be  juft.     It  was  no  inilrudlive  fight  to  the  young,  when  they  faw 
women  poffeffed  of  a  confidcrable  (hare  of  rcfpcdability  living  with 
men  without  the  (andion  of  marriage.     This,  however,  would  be 
one  of  the  confequences  of  the  bill.     To  marry  the  pcrfon  with 
whom  fhe  had  offended,  and  to  behave  well  in  a  new  conncflion, 
was  the  only  mode  of  reparation  to  fociety  by  which  an  unfortunate 
female  could  hope  to  recommend  herfelf  again  to  notice,  and  rc- 
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cover  her  loft  reputation.  It  was  idle  to  thihk  of  excluding  amiable 
and  accomplilhed  women  from  fociety  ;  and  if  they  were  not  ali 
lowed  to  re-appeir  as  the  wives  of  their  feducers,  they  would  cer- 
tainly re-appear  in  a  much  worfe  chara6tcr,  and  would  do  infinitely 
more  mifchicf  by  their  re-appparance.  It  was  far  from  true,  that 
a  woman  did  not  now,  in  any  degree,  deteriorate  her  liruation  by 
being  guilty  of  infidelity,  if  (he  is  married  by  her  betrayer.  Did 
flic  not  lofc  the  fociety  of  her  friends,  the  efteem  of  her  family,  the 
aiFe6)ion  of  her  children,  the  confcioufnefs  of  reflitude  ?  Were 
thefe  deprivations  not  a  fufficicnt  puniHiment  for  her  offence  ?— ^ 
Would  others,  from  her  example,  be  induced  to  imitate  her  "con- 
dud  r  In  fine,  as  no  benefit  would  be  produced  by  the  bill,  as  it 
would  be  the  occafion  of  many  evils,  and  as  it  was  altogether  inade- 
quate to  anfwer  the  epds  it  h^d  in  view,  it  had  his  moft  flrenuous 
oppolicion^  and  he  (hould  vote  againft  the  Speaker's,  leaving  the 
chair. 

Sir  RALPH  MILBANKE  contended,  that  the  laws  as  they 
now  exited  were  fully  fufHcientto  reprefs  the  growth  of  the  evil,  if 
indeed  it  was  increafing,  of  which  he  doubted.  Whenever  it 
came  under  the  lafh  of  the  law,  it  was  well  known  that  it  was 
punifhed  with  very  heavy  damages  ;  and  if  not  duly  paid,  the  per- 
fon  againft  whom  they  were  given  was  liable  to  arreft,  or  obliged  to 
leave  die  kingdom,  and  often  eN'jH)fed  to  rifle  his  life.  The  fyftcm 
now  propofed  was  of  a  harfh,  unfeeling  tendency  ;  it  tended. to <:aft 
a  frail  unprotcfled  womnn  on  the  nicrcy  of  the  world,  and  to  (hut 
her  out  from  all  decent  fociety.  In  fuch  uncalled-for  feverity,  he 
could  never  be  brought  to  acquicfce,  efpccially  as  he  could  not  fee 
that  the  evil  was  growing  into  the  magnitude  into  which  fomc  gen- 
tlemen feemed  difpofed  to  exaggerate  it ; — never  (hould  he  confent 
Co  alter  the  mild  and  equitable  fpirit  of  the  law  of  England,  unlcb 
fuch  alteration  was  obvioi^fly  called  for  by  fome  urgent  and  impe- 
rious necclTity.  No  fuch  neceffity  exiited  at  the  prefent  moment, 
ai^d  in  the  prefent  cafe  ;  he  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppofc  the 
further  progrefs  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BASl  ARD  was  not  much  difpofed  to  prevent  the  bill 
going  through  its  regular  ilages  ;  it  might,  perhaps^  come  out  of 
the  Committee  a  new  bill ;  but  i^ill  he  could  not  fee  that  it  would 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  framers  of  it ;  it  left  to  the  huiband  alone 
the  power  of  profecuting,  while  the  hufband  perhaps  was  often,  nay, 
he  might  fay,  almofl  always  the  original  caufe  of  the  vice,  by  ab- 
fcnting  himfelf  from  home,  and  fpcnding  his  time  in  gaming- houfes 
and  worfc  forts  of  diiTipationj  wliile  be  (hould  be  attending  to  hi» 
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^meftic  duties.  Men  had  already  the  power  of  coercing  their 
wives  fufficicntly  :  they  might  therefore  Ihield  them  from  this 
crime  by  watching  and  prote6ling  them,  and  doing  their  duty  as  rhey 
ODghttodo.  Indeed^  the  whole  mifchief  arofe  from  a  man  and 
wife  having  feparate  amufements  :  the  wife  went  to  the  Opera,  the 
hufband  to  a  Gaming-houfe,  &c.  For  his  part,  he  was  againft 
leaving  it  to  the  caprice  of  an  individual  to  puniih  the  crime  of 
adultery,  if  it  was  to  be  made  liable  to  feverer  punifhment.  As 
to  the  daufe  for  preventing  the  parties  fiom  marr)'ing9  it  ap- 
peared ,to  him  to  be  altogether  nugatory.  There  would  be  much 
fewer  examples  of  adulter}',  if  the  offending  parties  were  compell- 
ed to  marry  ;  if  the  man  knew  that  he  fhould  be  obliged  to 
marry  the  woman,  he  would  paufe  before  be  committed  the  crime, 
and  not  riik  fuch  confcquences.  He  muft  therefore  cxprefs  hi» 
diiapprobation  of  the  bill  as  it  now  flood. 

Colonel  ELFORD  was  of  opinion  the  bill  fhould  be  permitted 
to  go  into  a  Commitfiee.* 

Sir  G.  P.  TURNER  objefied  much  to  what  he  called  the 
abominable  claufc,  and  could  not  confent  that  it  fhould  form  any 
part  of  the  bill.  If  the  bill  had  been  calculated  at  all  to  prevent 
the  crime  of  adultery,  which  he  much  difapproved  of,  he  would 
have  been  the  laft  perfon  in  the  world  to  have  objedted  to  it ;  but 
as  it  ftood  in  its  prefent  fbrm,  he  thought  it  highly  cbjedtionabie. 
Something  was  neceffary  to  be  done  to  abolifh  the  crime  againft 
which  the  bill  was  intended,  but  in  a  lefs  exceptionable  manner.-— 
If  the  prefent  claufc  flood  part  of  the  bill,  it  would  increafe  and  not 
prevent  the  mifchief  complained  of.  Laws  were  intended  more  to 
prevent  than  to  puniih  crimes,  an  intention  that  was  humane  arui 
commendable  ;  but  when  he  faw  enadments  fo  cruel  as  the  prefent 
ones,  and  fd  peculiarly  oppreflSve  to  thofe  from  whom  every  human 
being  derived  his  exigence,  he  could  not  but  objedl  to  them.  For 
humanity's  fake,  it  was  neceffary  for  the  Houfe  tofhew  itfelf  tender 
and  friendly  to  the  authors  of  their  birth.  If  the  crime  of  adultery 
required  any  punifhment  for  its  prevention,  a  better  one  could  not  bo 
found  than  making  the  adulterer  marry  her  whom  he  had  feduced. 
This  was  a  circumftance  which,  of  all  others,  perhaps  he  would 
wifh  to  avoid.  Adultery  indeed  was  a  heinous  crime,  fubverfive 
of  all  dome^ic  happinefs,  and  the  beft  means  of  punifhing  it 
fhould  be  found  out.  If,  however,  according  to  the  prefent  bill, 
the  adultrefs  was  not  fuffered  to  marry  her  feducer,  fhe  would  be 
caft  out  into  the  flreets,  fhe  would  become  a  vagabondy  and  her 
very  children  would  point  at  her  as  fhe  went  along^ 
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i^eliecs  ter,  et  ampHus, 
.  Q^os  irrupta  tenet  copula :  nee  miliit 
^ivulfus  querimoniisy 

Soprenia  citius  fc4vet  amor  die. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN. — «  There  is  no  man,  I  am  pcrfuaded,  Siiv 
in  this  Houfc  who  is  not  ready  to  agree,  with  me,  that  this  is  a  fub- 
jefi  which  deferves  to  be  gravely  and  maturely  conlidered.  I  am 
ttware  too,  that  when  profefliona  are  held  out,  that  great  alteration* 
may  be  made  in  a  Committee  upon  any  bill,  it  is  not  the  moft 
favourable  time  to  rife  in  oppolition  to  that  bill  before  it  goes  into 
fuch  Committee  ;  becaufe  it  may  be  faid  to  thofe  who  fo  oppofe  it^ 
that  the  very  points  to  which  they  objeA  may  be  thofe  which  it  U 
intended  in  the  commitment  to  alter  ;md  amend.  Sir»  I  (hall  veijr 
much  regret  if  another  opportunity  (hall  be  afforded  for  going  into 
the  dIfcuQion  of  fuch  a  bill  as  the  preicnt  ;  but  if  there  (hould  be# 
I  (hall  certainly  (late  my  objcdions  to  every  part  of  it  more  At 
large  than  I  (hall  think  it  neceflary  to  do  at  prefent.  The  queHIon 
now  before  us  is,  whether  we  (hall  go  into  a  Committee  ?  To  thii 
|)ro|)o(ition  it  is  wifhed  that  the  Houfc  (hould  be  induced  Co  accede, 
by  the-hope  that  the  alterations  which  may  be  made  may  render  the 
bill  more  acceptable  and  more  moderate.  Now,  Sir,  I  take  upon 
me  toaflert,  that  no  gentleman  who  has  fpoken  upon  the  fubjedi  bat 
held  ogt  any  grounds  at  all  to  make  us  believe  that  fuch  can  be 
the  refult.  We  have  heard  from  feme,  that  the  law  is  not  to  be 
as  it  is  ;  from  others  we  have  heard  (ketches  of  claufes  ;  from 
others  we  have  beard  general  outlines  and  opinions  ;  but  all  who 
have  fpoken  have  (hewn  that  the  bill  cannot  pafs  in  its  prefent 
ihftpe.  Sir,  chat  the  laws  with  refpe£l  to  adultery  ought  not  to 
remain  as  they  are,  may  be  true:  But  what  I  contend  if  this,  that 
it  has  not  been  proved  that  any  great  or  general  review  of  the  fub- 
jc&  can  proceed  from  fuch  a  bill  as  this.  That,  upon  maturercon- 
(ideration  with  the  Reverend  Prelates,  fomething  better  may  not  be 
produced,  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny.  But  there  appears  to  vat  to 
bave  been  an  evident  improvidence,  a  ihameful  negligence,  on  the 
part  of  the  authors  of  this  meafure.  It  feems  as  if  it  had  been 
produced  in  fcom  and  contempt,  and  in  defiance  of  all  knowledge 
and  experience.  It  ill  became  the  authors  of  it  to  pa(s  by  that  firft 
and  gnateft  authority,  of  whofe  aflfiftance  they  ought  to  have  availed 
Ibemfelves.  But  the  bill  comes  to  us  in  another  way.  I  know 
diat  it  Is  not  pariiamentaiy  to  allude  to  what  paffes  in  another 
Houfe ;  but  I  (hall  contend  that  a  bill  which  comes  to  us  by  an 
unanimouf  yote,  of  by  a  large  majority  in  its  flavour,  would  coma 
with  ?  grciUer  weight  than  oQe  pitted  by  a  very  (haall  majority.—^ 
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RecoIIe6ling  then  all  there  things^  we  cannot,  I  contend,  be  accufed 
of  impropriety  or  prefumption  in  faying  we  will  paufe  where   wc 
are,  and  oppofe  going  into  a   bill  which  appears  to  us  fo  utterly 
incorrigible.     But  there  are  one  or  two  points  upon  which  I  virifh 
to  make  fomc  obfcrvations.     When  any  mcafure  is  propofed  to  a 
legiflative  aflfembly,  there  are  three  queftions  which  a  prudent  Icgif- 
lator  will  aflc  himfelf :  firft.  Whether  the  meafure  is  ncccflary  ? 
iccond,  Whether  it  is  likely  to  be  efficacious  ?  and,  third.  Whe- 
ther it  is  likely  to  produce  greater  evils  than  thofc  which  it  is  meant 
to  remedy  ?     I  will  pafs  by  the  two  laft,  and  proceed  to  the  firft. 
Is  the  prefent   meafure  neceifaiy  ?  What !  will  you  extend  the 
penal  code,  and  not  prove  firft  that  the  crime  which  you  propofe  to 
punifh  has  increafed  ?   Mifchievous  indeed   muft   be   the  confc- 
quence.     But,  Sir,  in  point  of  fad,  and  in  fairnefs  of  reafoning,  the 
crime  in  the  prefent  cafe,  fo  far  from  having  increafed,   has  been 
proved  to  have  diminilhcd.  The  learned  gentleman  oppofite  mc,  in 
going  over  a  period  of  thirty  years,  tells  us,  that  in  the  Hrft  ten  there 
were  forty- four  divorces,  in  the  fccond  ten  twenty- three,  and  in  the 
third  ten  fifty-two.     But  to  form  a  right  judgment,  we  muft  com«> 
pare  the  increafed  number  of  marriages,  the  increafe  of  population , 
and  undoubtedly  the  increafe  in  wealth  of  the  country.     The  fair 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  this  comparifon  will  then  be,  that  the 
crime  has  diminifhed.     But,  fays  an  honourable  gentleman,  it  is  not 
proper  that  the  crime  (hould  exift  at  all  ;  true :  but   wliat  I  dc« 
mand  from  thofe  who  argue  in  favour  of  the  prefent  bill  is,  .to  (hew 
xne  that  what  they  propofe  to  remove  has  not  operated  as  a  check 
upon  the  commiflion  of  the  crime.     This  fubftituted  law  of  honour, 
which  induces  the  man  to  marry  the  woman  he  has  fcdueed,  has 
been  ftrongly  inveighed  againft  ;  but  I  defire  thofe  who  fo  inveigh 
againft  it  to  ftiew  me  whether  it  has  not  been  one  of  the  caufcs  of 
the  crime  having  diminifhed.     Will  the  removal  of  this  law  de- 
creafe  it  ?  Sir,  what  I  complain  of  moft  is,  that  what  is  now  pro- 
pofed is  all  matter  of  experiment,  and  that  fuch  a  propolition,  when 
the  crime  has  been  proved  to  be  diminifhing,  is,  to  fay  no  more  of 
it,  extremely  dcfperate.     The  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  mc 
thinks  it  an  evil  that  men  (hould  fet  up  this  law  of  honour,  and  he 
prefers  open  and  avowed  vice.     Sir,  I   (hould  think  ftrangely  of 
the  morality  and  honour  of  that  man  who,  haxang  fcduced  a  married 
woman,  (hould  afterwards  fcoflF  at  her  credulity,  leave  her  to  (hame 
and  forrow,  fend  her  out  an  exile  and  a  wanderer,  and  abandon  her 
to  all  the  horrors  of  mockery  and  infult.      I  (hould  fay  to  lum  who 
prefers  that  kind  of  morality,  that  he  ought  indeed  to  have  a  great 
)ck  of  religion  in  his^.heart  to  reconcile  fuch  principles  and  prac-- 
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tic6  to  his  •  coiricienee.  1  (liould  fay,  that  fudi  conduA  was  a 
^^rofler  violation  of  all  moral  feeling,  than  the  very  aft  of  adultery 
itfclf.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  urged  wiih  great  truth  the 
•obligations  the  country  is  under  to  certain  illuftrious  pcrfonages,  for 
Jtht  example  of  domeftic  virtues  which  they  have  uniformly  afforded. 
Is  it  not  true  toOy  I  would  aik,  that  the  women  of  this  country 
^crc  never  more  corrcd  in  their  conduft  thr«n  at  prefcnt  ?  Is  theiie 
^ny  n>an,  I  would  alfo  aik,  who,  when  it  is  attempted  to.be<:on- 
Cended  that  the  days  of  Ch.irles  tlic  Second  •  were  purity  to  fhefc, 
^oes  not  know  that  a(fertion  to  be  an  untruth  ?  If  that  he  the  caf<^, 
is  it  no  flight  thing  to  throw  out  this  unmannerly  and  unmanly 
Zander  upon  the  morality  of  the  country  r  Is  it  nothing  to  hold 
forth  that  the  example  which  the  illuilrious  perfonages  ^pon  the 
throne  have  for  fo  long  a  period  afforded  has  produced  no  good 
«(Te£l  ;  and  that,  iniiead  of  having  been  attended  with  any 
beneficial  confequences,  we  are  forced,  after  a  period  of  forty  years, 
to  make  a  law  to  (lop  the  progrefs  of  adultery  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  defcribed  a  hufband  treating  his  wife  ill,  and  has 
added,  that  if  afeducer  had  not  intervened,  the  wife,  by  her  gentle- 
nefs,  her  meeknefa,  and  her  virtue^,  might  at  laft  have  reclaimed 
^he  hulband.  -Sir,  that  there  would  be  frequent  examples  of  this 
forbearance  and  perfeverance  on  the  part  of  the  wife,  I  am  not  yet 
f)repared  to  admit.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  fays,  ought  not 
the  feducer  to  be  puniflied  ?  Yet  he  cannot  be,  if  this  ill  ufage  is 
proved  againfl  the  hufband.  Sir,  I  will  not  anfwer,  whether  the 
feduccr  ought  to  bcpuniflsed,  becaufe  I  contend  that  he  cannot  be 
under  this  bill.  A  learned  gentleman  has  talked  of  exemplary 
4iamages  being  given.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  much  of  a  lawyer  ; 
hut  in  my  opinion,  talking  of  exemplary  damages  in  civil  adtionst 
is  talking  exemplary  nonfenfe.  Who  told  juries  that  they  were 
to  be  tht  Cujiodes  Morum  ?''^l  will  not  furmife  who  preflfed  this 
into  the  niihds  of  juries,  but  he  who  dates  this  dodlrine  is  refpoii- 
fible  for  the  effcA  it  produces.  Sir,  I  know  it  will  be  faid  that 
thefe  objectionable  parts  may  be  removed  in  a  Committee— aqd 
this  is  what  I  complain  of,  that  thefe  bills  come  to  us  in  a  fhape  f6 
little  re(embling  that  in  which  they  are  to  pais,  that,  like  the  crafty 
tyrant  in  Shakefpeare,  they  may  fay  to  us— 

^  Judge  not  by  what  1  am,  but  what  I  (hall  become  \* 

Sir,  a  judge  may  think  it  proper  to  tell  a  jury,  that  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  that  a  whole  fortune  is  not  fufficient  to  repair  the 
injury  a  hufband  has  fuftained— A  jury,  however,  may  thmk  other- 
wife  ;  and  only  give  tW9«  The  fame  man  may  afterwards  by  tb9 
VoL.XIL  P 
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prefent  bill  come  under  an  indtdment  before  the  fame  judge,  who 
may  deem  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  up  forihis  fuppofed  deficiency 
^  on  the  part  of  the  juries,  and  this  is  one  of  the  evils  which  this 
bill  may  tend  to  produce.^  A  learned  friend  of  mine,  who  has 
argued  in  favour  of  the  meafure,  has  talked  of  the  barnYonious 
whole— but  what  is  the  fadl  ?  Is  there  not  this  anomaly  ?  The 
feducer  is  only  to  be  profecutcd  by  one  individual ;  and  who  is  thij 
individual  ?  the  hufl:)and,  who  in  other  parts  of  the  bill  may  be 
fuppofed  to  be  incollufion.  How  many  years  of  folitary  confine-- 
ment  the  feducer  is  to  be  punifhed  with,  we  are  not  told  ;  but,  on 
his  trial  for  the  mifdemeanour,  he  calls  In  the  hulband  to  crofs- 
examine  him  with  rcfpeft  to  his  treatment  of  his  wife  ;  to 'go  over 
his  whole  life  from  the  commencement  of  his  marriage,  to  queHion 
him  relative  to  every  part  of  his  condu3.  The  refult  of  this  will, 
I  contend,  be  fuch  a  difinclinarion,  that  few  hufbands  will  confent  to 
put  themfelves  in  a  (ituation  to  proceed  to  fuch  indi6lmcnts ; 
of  courfe  then  there  can  be  no  divorce  :  but  if  he  does  proceed  to 
an  indidmeht,  and  the  feducer  fiiould  make  out  that  the  hufban<l 
has  afforded  provocation  to  his  wife  ;  in  that  cafe  there  can  be  co 
divorce.  Here  then  will  be  this  ftrangc  cafe.  The  public 
wrong  will  be  proved,  the  adultery  will  be  proved  ;  the  feducer, 
J  however,  will  not  be  punifhed,  the  wife  will  not  be  puniflicd  ;  and 

f  where  then  will  be  the   harmonious  whole  ?    Sir,  my  ^jcdVion   to 

\  the  meafure  is,  that  it  is  da(hing  rafhiy  and  dcfperately  at  experi- 

i  '    ment:  and  is  there  any  man,  I  wbuld^afk,  who  would  confent  to 

I  change  the  morals  of  our  countrj'women  for  thofc  of  the  women  of 

r  any  oth^r  nation  in  the  world  ?   I  fay  then,  Sir,  that  the  bill  is  un- 

i  necellary  ;  I  hope  it  will  not  he  fuffcred  to  proceed  to  another  dif- 

^  cuffion  ;  but  if  it  does,  I  (hall  go  into  it    more  at  length,  and    I 

pledge  myfelf  to  (hew  that  the  principle  of  it  is  bad  ;  that  it  will  be 
I  unjiift  in  its  operation  ;  that  it  is  cruel,  unchrtdian-like  and  fevefe, 

i  and  in  an  inverfe  proportion  to  the  degree  of  guilt  ;  that  it  is  hoftile 

'^  to  the  do6lrine:s  of  the  ProteAant  church  ;  and  that  it  is  calculated 

to  increafe  that  evil  which  it  propofes  to  remedy.  '  For  thefe  reafons, 
I  Sir,  1  give  the  bill  my  moft  hearty  and  decided  oppofition." 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  rofe  to  explain-     He   denied  that  he 
had  uttered  any  thing  to  juftify  the  inferences  drawn  by  the  honour- 
\  able  gentleman  who  had  jud  f^t  down,  or  that  any  exprefiions  had 

efcaped  him  tantamount  to  that  attributed  to  him  refped^ing  the 
lituationof  the  unhappy  female  who  fhould  be  the  vid^im  of  aduU 
tery.  He  repeated  his  ;cenfure  of  that  fpecics  of  moral  forgery  which, 
under  the  name  of  honour^  would  confound  the  meaning  of  common 
honefly.  * 


I 
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The  Houfe  divided,  when  tbe  numbers  were,  for  the  Chairman'f 
leaving  tbechairi  104  ;  againftit,  143. 

frednefdayf  June  il. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  prcfentcd  a  copy  of  the  Addrefs  of  both 
Houfes  of  the  Iridi  Parliament  to  His  Majefty,  dating  their  aflfent . 
to  the  countervailing  duties  ;  which  was  brought  up>  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  dated,  that  this  addrefs  only  related 
to  part  of  the  countervailing  duties ;  that  fome  others  had  been 
added,  which,  in  point  of  fa£^,  it  is  known  that  the  Irifli  Parlia- 
ment have  alfo  agreed  to ;  and  that  as  foon  as  their  aflfent  was 
officially  notified  to  the  Hdufe,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  carrying  the  Union  of  the  two  countries  into  effed. 

A  petition  was  prefented  for  encouraging  a  difcovery  made,  of 
means  of  taking  ink  out  of  paper,  fo  as  to  make  it  again  fcrviceable, 
vhich  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  e^fplain.  and  amend  an  ad)  of  the  31(1  Geoi^e  III. 
impofing  penalties  on  certain  perfuns  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
regulating  the  refidence  of  Papifts  in  this  kingdom,  ^v\as  read  a 
fecond  time. 

Sir  H.  MILDMAY  moved,  that  it  be  committed  for  Tuefday 
next. 

Mr,  SHERIDAN  wiflied  that  gentlemen  would  ftate  fome 
grounds  on  which  they  propofed  to  alter  old  laws  and  eftabliili  new 
ones,  before  they  called  the  Houfe  to  confider  of  the  alterations 
which  they  propofed  to  make.  He  had  heard  no  grounds  Aated 
for  the  introdudion  of  this  bill,  which  feemcd  to  him  to  violate 
the  principles  of  toleration  ;  and  therefore  he  muft  oppofe  its  com* 
mitiDcnt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  iionourable  Baronet  had 
fiated  grounds  for  the  introdudlion  of  the  bill  which  had  been  fatis- 
faflory  to  him,  and,  he  believed,  to  a  great  majority  of  the  Houfe. 
He  was  as  unwilling  as  any  man  to  infringe  on  the  principles  of 
toleration  ;  and,  had  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  meafgre  propofed 
contained  any  fuch  infringement,  it  would  have  met  with  his  oppo* 
iition  ;  but  it  could  be  no  breach  of  toleration  to  prohibit  a  pradice 
in  a  Proteftant  country  which  was  irKX)nliftent  with  its  Proteftant 
eftablifbment ;  and  it  was  even  neceflfary  that  an  ofTenfive  pub- 
lic! cy  (hould  not  be  allowed  to  certain  eftablKhments  and  ads  of  the 
religion  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  would  revive  a  jealoufy 
now  almoft  extindl  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  refpec^ing  that  reU- 
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gion.  It  was  even  neccflary  for  the  P^apifts  thcmfelvcs,  that  they 
might  know  upon  what  terms  their  refidence  in  this  country  may 
be  fecurcd. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  Md,  that  he  had  no  intention  of  entering 
upon  the  difcuflion  this  evenings  (ince  it  feemed  to  be  agreed  that  it 
(hould  be  poftponed  until  Tucfday  t^cxX ;  but  he  could  not  avoid 
faying  a  few  words  in  contKidi<5lion  to  the  ftatcnricnt  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.  He  (Mr.  Hobhoufe)  was  prefcnt  when  the 
honouuble  Baronet  opened,  hrs  motiony.and  would  be  bold  enough 
ID  dcclara,  that  no  grounds  were  ftated  to  juAify  the  introdudion  of 
this  bill.  He  had  expected  the  honourable  Baronet  to  have  in- 
formed the  Houfe  In  what  degree  thefe  monafteries  had  incrcafcd 
vithin  a  given  number  of  years,,  and  to  have  enumerated  the  in- 
ftances  in  which  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  country^  as  well  2& 
the  Emigrants  who  arc  Papiils  (for  this  bill  confounded  both  in  the 
,  fame  accufation),  had  taken  children  of  Proteftant  parents  into  thcic 
fchools.  The  honourable  Baronet  had  communicated  no  fuch  in- 
formation ::  indeed  he  had  confeflcd  it  was  a  meafure  for  the  fake  of 
preventing,  rather  than  removing  an  eviK  If  the  honourable  Ba- 
ronet coiild  adduce  nothing  (Wronger  in  fuppott  of  the  bill  than  h4 
had  hitherto  done,  he  (Mr.  Hobhoufe)  (beuld  certainly  continue  his 
eppofition  to  it. 

Sir  H.  MILDMAY  faid,  that  thereaibn  why  he  had  not  flatcd 
fsL&s  as  the  grounds  for  introducing  the  bill,  was,  that  he  might  not 
create  alarm  in  the  public  mind  ;  but  he  certainly  was  in  pofleflfioo 
of  them.  The  notorious  fa£t,  however,  of  the  exiflence  of  forty 
monafiic  inflitutions  in  this  country,  and  a  great  number  of  fchools 
for  the  education  of  indigent  children,  which  were  under  the  in- 
ipedlion  of  Catholic  teachers,  were,  in  his  opinion,  fufficient  ground* 
for  the  Houfe  entertaining  the  bilK 

Sir  W.  Young  faid  a  few  words  on  Ae  £mie  fide» 

The  bill  was  then  committed  for  Tuefday. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  brought  in  a  bill  for  regulating 
Executory  Devifes ;  which  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fccond  time  on  Friday  next^ 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  confider  the 
recommitted  bill  for  the  better  fettling  of  difputes  between  the 
xnal^ers  and  miikefles  of  families  and  their  menial  and  domeftic 
icrvants, 

Mr.  D.  P.  Coke  moved^  That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
chair. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  that  he  highly  difappiovcd  of  Ae  bill, 
.and  was  co»vioccd|  tbat«  if  jpaflcd  into  a  law,  u  would  be-attendcd 
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with  the  word  confequences,     It  was  ftrange  that  the  honoarable 
gentleman  had  Oated  no  reafon  for  adopting  a  meafure  which  was 
fo  univerfal  in  its  operation,  and  the  cffedls  of  whjch  would  be  fo 
very  important.   The  biU  would  be  prejudicial  both  to  maflers  and 
fervants.     What  could  be  a  greater  hardfliip  than  to  be  obliged  to 
go  before  a  magiflrate  at  whatever  diftance  he  might  refide  i  There 
iivas  no  finiilarity  between  domeflic  fervants  and  fervants  ef  huf- 
bandry ;  and  to  fettle  the  difputes  arifing  between  the  former  and 
their  makers,  the  juflices  muft  be*  altogether  incompetent.     The 
magtflrates  might  be  fufiiciently  good  judges  of  whether  a  plough* 
man  to^k  proper  care  of  his  horfcs,  and  did  his  work  properly  in  tho 
field  ;  but  to  determine  difputes  between  a  miftrefs  and  her  maid, 
whether  the  dairy  was  properly  attended,  or  whether  the  kitchen  and 
0ther  utenjih  were  kept  dean^  it  would  be  neceflfary  for  ihem  to  fum- 
noon  a  jury  of  matrons.     His  chief  objcdtion  to  the  bill,  however^ 
was,  that  it  encroached  upon  the  trial  by  jury,  and  changed  die 
mode  of  adminifteriag  juftioe  in  the  country.  It  was  no  new  mea- 
fure ;  it   had  been  propofed  ten  or  twelve  years  ago^  when  he 
heartily  difapproved  of  it ;  and  the  more  he  had  thought  of  it  (ince^ 
its  impolicy  had  appeared  the  nK>re  glaring. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  that  great  inconveniences  were  found  to 
■arife  from  the  prefent  laws  with  regard  to  menial  fervants ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  bill  would  prove  a  remedy  to  many  of  the 
worft  of  them.  The  advantage  accruing  from  it  to  fervants  would 
be  great,  as  they  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  recover  their 
wages  without  a  long,  troublefome,  and  vexatious  litigation. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  fervants,  when  they  behave  them* 
felves  well,  were  entitled  to  proteAion  ;  and  he  could  not  approve 
of  a  meafure  which  left  their  difputes  to  be  determined  by  magif-. 
trates,  who  were  in  fome  degree  interefted,  as  they  themfclves  had 
fervants.  There  was.nbthing  in  common  between  don^Aics  and 
agricultural  fervants,  whofe  neglect  or  inattention  might  injure  the 
property  of  thofc  by  whom  they  were  employed.  At  prefent,  either 
party  may  give  warning ;  and  if  the  mafter  did  not  choofe  to  con* 
tinue  the  fervant  in  the  houfe,  he  might  get  rid  of  him  by  paying 
the  additional  month's  wages  ;  or  if  the  fervant  did  not  choofe  to 
fi^y  after  giving  warning,  he  might  give  up  the  month's  wages,  and 
depart  when  he  pleafed.  Mafters  had  already  a  fufEcient  controul 
over  the  behaviour  .of  their  fervants,  as  by  refuiing  them  a  character 
/they  might  deprive  them  of  their  bread. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  alfo  expreffcd  his  difappro- 
batbn  of  the  bill  in  general,  though  he  would  not  object  to  (imUar 
reguUcions  in  xej^d  to  0iopkeepcrs  in  the  count ry^  who  had  ^\^ 
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tereft  in  the  condudi  of  their  fcrvantSy  and  kept  them  for  parpc^cs 
different  from  the  mere  convenience  of  their  families. 

Mr  COKE  replied,  that  one  of  the  leading  objeds\>f  the  bill 
vas  in  fad  the  protedion  of  fcrvants,  by  giving  them  a  fummary 
mode  of  recovering  their  wages  when  they  could  not  do  fo  by  the 
ufual  courfe  of  law.  Of  this,  many  inftances  occurred  to  him  as  a 
magiftrate,  on  fervants  coming  to  complain  of  not  being  able  to  get 
their  wages  of,  perhaps,  ten  or  twelve  pounds.  When  he  told 
them  he  could  do  nothing  for  them,  they  aflced  him  how  they  could 
recover  it  i  To  this  he  could  only  reply,  that  they  might  dq  it  by 
a  fuit  of  law  ;  but  to  that  he  could  not  advife  them,  as  he  knew 
they  tn\i&  lofe  by  it.  He  meant  alfo  to  propofe  a  claufe  in  the 
Comnuttee,  enabling  magiftrates  to  commit  mafters,  but  not  in  the 
firft  inftance,»  for  non-payment  of  wages,  as  well  as  fenrants*  for 
mifcondudt.  It  was  ,well  known,  that  there  were  fwindlcrs  arid 
impoftors  who  made  an  appearance,  and  fome  even  who  kept  car- 
'  riages,  yet  had  no  property  whatever  ;  what  he  (hould  propofe  in 
tfiefe  cafes  was,  at  6r(^  to  grant  attachments  againft  the  eficds  of 
thofe  mafters,  and  if  none  could  be  found,  to  make  out  warrants  to 
commit  them-    . 

Sir  W.  GEARY  remarked,  that  Mr,  Sheridan's  obfcrvations 
about  magiftrates  having  fervants  rhemfelvcs,  would  be. applicable 
to  any  cafe  that  was  left  to  their  decifion. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  defended  the  bUl;  and  after  fome 
further  converfation,  the  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion  fpr  the 
Speaker !s  leaving  the  chair,  and  there  not  being  forty  members  pre* 
ient,  of.courfe  adjourned. 

»        Thurfdajf  June  12- 
Nothing  material  occurred  in  either  Houfe* 

Friday f  June  13. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  prefented  a  petition  from  the 
journeymen  and  workmen  rcliding  in  and  about  the  cities  of  London 
and  Weftminder  ;  fetting  forth,  that,  during  the  laft  feffion,  an  aA 
pafled  to -prevent  unlawful  combination  of  workman  ;  and  that  it  is 
therein  declared  illegal  diredUy  or  indiredly  to  attempt  to  prevail 
upon  any  journeyman  or  workman  to  quit  the  fervice  in  which  he  is 
employed  ;  and  that  the  (aid  aS,  by  the  ufe  of  fuch  uncertain  term% 
a^d  Qthfers  of  the  fame  nature,  has  created  new  crimes  of  boundlefs 
nt,  to  which  are  affixed  fines,  forfeitures,  and  impiifonment ; 
lat,  amungft  the  crimes  created  by  the  laid  a£tj  the  breach  of  9 
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private  contra6t,  by*refu(ing  to  work  when  hireidy  is  enomertted  as 
one^  and  made  puni(hable  by  difcretionary  imprifonment  for  zny 
time  not  exceeding  three  months,  to  the  confounding  of  all  diftinc- 
tion  between  public  and  private  injuries ;  and  that^  in  many  in- 
fiances,  the  crimes  created  by  the  faid  a6l  are  fuch  as  will  encourage 
wilful  perjury  in  witneflcs,  from  the  great  difficulty  of  its  being  dif- 
covercd,  and  will  of  cpurfe  expofe  the  petitio«iers  to  number Icfs  falfe 
accufationsy  at  the  pleafure  of  any  malicious  profecator  ;  and  that  by 
the  faid  2l6\  offenders  are  deprived  of  a  trial  by  jury,  and  made  fub- 
jcd  to  the  decilion  of  a  fingle  magiftratc,  which,  from  the«fecuritie« 
required  upon  ;in  appeal,  and  the  expence  of  profecuting  it,  will  in 
cflPed  be  always'final,  the  ad  having  exprefsly  declared  it   illegal, 
under  heavy  penalties,  to  fubfcribe  any  fum  for  the  fupport  of  fuch 
expences ;  and  that  no  certiorari  to  remove  any  proceedings  under 
the  a£l  is  allowed  ;  and  that  the  fame  magiftrate,  who  has  thus  the 
uncontrouled  power  over  offenders  , within  the  aft,  will,  in  many 
cafes,  be  enabled  to  fix  the  rate  of  wages  of  journeymen  and  work- 
men, and,  upon  their  refufal  to  work  for  fuch  wages  (however  in-i" 
adequate  to  their  labour)  may  licence  mafters  to  employ  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  trades  all  perfons  indifcriminately,  to  the  detriment  of  thofe 
trades,  and  to  the  utter  deftruftion  of  the  workmen  who  have  ferved 
regular  apprenticefhips  therein  ;  and  that  offenders  within  the  faid 
tt&  arc  compellable  to  anfwer  queflions  upon  oath,  notwithftanding 
the  feveral  penalties  (coniifting  of  fines,  forfeitures,  and  imprifon- 
ment) to  which  in  confequence  they  may  become  liable,  and  for  the 
difcharge  from  which  penalties  the  ad  has  made  no  fufficient  pro- 
vifion  ^  and  that,  in  many  parts  of  the  faid  aft,  the  law  is  materi- 
ally changed,  to  the  great  injury  of  all  journeymen  and  workmen  ; 
aqd  that,  if  it  be  not  repealed,  it  will  hereafter  be  dangerous  for  the 
petitioners  to  converfe  with  one  another,  or  even  with  their  own  &• 
milies ;  and  that  its  immediate  tendency  is  to  excite  diftruft  and  jea- 
loufy  between  their  mafters  and  them,  and  to  deilroy  the  trades  and 
manufaftures  it  purports  to  proteft  ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  die 
faid  aft  may  be  repeaiedi  or  that  the  Houfc  will  give  fuch  other  re- 
lief as  it  (hall  think  Ru 

Colonel  Gascoigne  prefented  a  petition  from  the  labourcfi^ 
mechanics,  apd  artificers,  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Liver* 
pool,  in  the  county  of  Lancafier,  likewifc  taking  notice  of  the  faid 
aft ;  and  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  were  not  informed  of  the 
faid  aft  till  it  was  aftually  pafTed  into  a  law,  whereby  they  were  pre* 
eluded  from  praying  the  Houfe,  by  tbemfelves,  or  agents,  agaioft 
the  fame ;  and  that  the  faid  aft  appears  to  the  petitioners  to  have 
created  new  ciimeS|  of  fo  iiodefiiiiCe  «  nature  that  no  one  joumey 
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man  or  worktnatn  will  be  fafe  in  holding  any  converfation  with 
another  on  the  fubje<^  of  his  tr;>cic  or  employment ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  and  others  are,  by  the  faid  ^Q,  deprived  of  a  trial  by  a 
jury  of  their  country,  and  to  be  tried  by  one  jufticc  of  the  peace, 
who,  for  the  moft  part,  is  engaged  in  trade,  and  whom,  in  all  cafes, 
it  is  competent  to  the  mntV.rs  tofcle<^,  but  the  parties  ncvcrthclefs 
arc  not  even  permitted  to  remove  any  convidlion  by  fuch  juftice, 
'    under  the  faid  aft,  by  cer/hf'an\  or  any  other  writ  or  proccfs  what- 
foever,  into  any  of  His  Majcfty's  Courts  6f  Record  at  Wcftminftcr ; 
and  thatt  although  a  ri^hc  of  appeal  is  given  by  the  faid  aft  againd 
any  conviftion  by  fuch  Juftice  to  the  General  or  Q^iartcr  Seflfionsof 
the  Peace,  yet  the  furetiesand  recogniMnce  required,  and  the  grc^t 
expence  of  fuch  appeal,  puts  that  remedy  bc\ond  the  reach  of  the 
petitioners,  and  other  workmen,  who  earn,  by  their  daijy  labour, 
barely  fufEcient  to  maintain  themfetvcs  and  famiiics  ;  and  the  faid 
aft  cxprefsly  forbids,  under  a  fcvere  penalty,  any  pcifon  from  fub- 
fcribing  or  contributing  any  fum  or  fums  of  monev  whatfocvcr,  for 
the  purpofe  of  paying  any  exigences  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,   bj 
any  perfon  charged  with  having  afted  contrary  to  the  provi(ions  of 
the  faid  aft ;  and  that,  for  thcfe  and  other  reafons,  ic  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  faid  aft  will  tend  to  difunite,  mgrcthan  ever  yet  they  were 
difunited,   mafters  and  workmen  \  and  that  the  fame  is,  in  other 
refpefts,  injurious  and  oppreflive  to  the  petitioners  and  other  work- 
men, and  may  therefore  ultimately  be'  prqduftive  of  evils  which 
m^y  prove  materially  injurious  to  the  trade  and  manufafturesof  the 
country  ;  and  that  the  faid  aft  empowers  truftccs^  trcafurers,  col- 
leftors,  receivers,  and  agents,  to  give  up,  in  breach  of  their  truft, 
all  monies  in  their  hands,  cullody,  or  power,  and  indemnifies  them 
in  fo  doing  before  any  court  of  law  or  equity  fliall  have  pronounced 
on  the  legality  or  illegality  of  the  purpofcs  for  which  fuch  funds 
ihall  have  been  entrufted  to  them  ;  and   finaliy,  the   petitioners 
crave  the  mod  ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  that  part  of  the  faid 
aft,  whereby  all  perfons,  who  (hall  be  charged  with  having  offended 
againft  the  fame,  are  compellable  to  anfwer,  upon  oath,  all  queftiont 
that  (hall  be  put  to  them,  notwithftanding  any  penalty  or  forfeiture, 
as  the  aft  itfclf  cxprefsly  ftates,  to  which  fuch  pcrfons  may  be  liable 
in  confequcnce  of  any  difcovery  which  may  be  fought  thereby  ;  and 
therefore  praying  that  the  faid  aft,  or  fo  much  thereof  as  to  the 
Houfe  (hall  feem  meet,  may  be  repealed. 
jj  The  faid  petitions,  with  another  from  Marurhefteri  prefented  bj 

Sir  F.  B.  Jones,  were  fcverally  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  PEELE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  g^ 
ioto  a  Conunittee  on  the  Report  froln  the  Seleft  Committee  on 
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Mr.  Foden's  petition,  in  order  to  confider  of  the  invention  of  the 
petitioner,  the  nature  and  probable  advantages  which  may  arife  to 
the  public  from  fuch  an  invention,  and  alfo  of  the  expences  which 
might  be  incurred  by  fuch  an  experiment  as  he  had  propofed  ^  and 
the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  accordingly  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Peek  then  ftated  the  expences  of  Mr.  Foden  as  already 
'  great,  and  it  would  be  for  them^to  confider  how  far  it  would  be  ex* 
pedient  to  afllift  him  to  make  further  experiments.     He  exprefTed 
his  fears,  that,  from  the  experience  we  had  of  returning  fcarcity,  we 
might  be  vifitcd  again  ;  and  to  provide  againft  this  fcarcity  in  fome 
degree  was  the  objcd  of  the  invention.     This  country  could  at  atl 
times  csdl  in  the  luxuries  of  life ;  but  it  could  not  compel  the  farmer 
to  throw  a  greater  quantity  of  grain  into  the  earth  than  what  he 
pleafed,  and  a  part  of  this  was  diverted  from  the  ufcof  man.    The 
full  produAton  of  the  grain  would  by  this    invention  be  refervtd 
for  the  nutriment  of  the  country,  as  that  part  which  was  converted 
into  (larch,  &c.  would  be  faved,  the  petitibner  propofii^  to  fubfti- 
tute  in  the  place  of  the  wheat  flour  fo  ufed  and  confumed,  a  kind 
of  mineral  called  gj^/um,  which  he  had  fo  prepared,   and  brought 
td  fuch  perfeAion,  as  in  all  probability  could  be  fubftituted  in  the 
place  of  wheat ;  this  was  for  the  confideration  of  the  Committee. 
He  wonid  not  longer  detain  the  Committee  than  juft  to  move  a 
rcfolution  on  the  fubjedt  and  on  the  report ;  (hould  the  refolution 
pafs,  it  was  his  intention  to  move,  in  the  courfe  of  next  week,  an 
addref^  to  His  MajeAy  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  ihvention,  and  the  en* 
couraging  of  the  benefit  that  would  probably  refult  from  it..    He 
would  not  pledge  the  public  to  any  particular  amount,  leaVing  that 
to  the  expedience  of  it.     He  then  proceeded  to  move  in  the  Com«> 
mittee,  ¥  That  the  invention  of  Mr.  Foden's  chryftalline  fize,  as  a 
fubfiitute  in  the  place  of  wheat  flour,  is  likely  to  be  attended  with 
conliderable  ad  vantages^  and  may  fave  the  ufe  of  wheat  flour  ;*^  winch 
was  agreed  to*     The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  and 
'  Colonel  Stanlry  moved,  that  the  report  fhuuld  be  received  on 
Tuefday  next. 

•  The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee,  agreeably  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  on  the  confideration  of  the  fees  and  emoluments  of  the 
xrlerk  and  afTiflant  clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  when  on  a  former  occafion  a  motion 
was  made  and  agreed  to,  for  an  amount  of  the  clerk  and  afTiAant 
clerk's  fees  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  objed  of  that  motion 
was,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  in  pofTeflion  of  this  account,  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  better  enablec)  to  dire<^  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  fQi^ 
Yoi.XII.  Q^ 
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the  regulation  of  thofe  fees,  and  the  belter  eflabKflMBcnt  of  tbe  re- 
ijpedbhle  perfons  who  filled  the  offices  of  clerk  and  affiftant  clerk  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commoas.     He  then  took  a  viei^r  of  the  gpncnl 
fiatement  of  the  account  be£;^e  the  Commitrec,  and  having  named 
the  fums  fpecifically  ftated  as  the  amount  of  the  falaries  and  fees  of 
'.  the  clerk  and  afliftant  clerk,  he  fuggeiled  the  plan  for  regulating 
thofe  fees,  &c.  in  future,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  recommend 
^  the  moft  confident  with  the  interefisof  the  parties  concerned,  and 
mod  worthy  of  the  liberality  and  wifdom  of  Parlianoent.      The 
leverage  income  of  the  chief  clerk  (including  fees)  for  ten  years, 
was  about  8542!.  per  annum ;   but  of  this  ftim  Mr.  Hatfel  allowed 
Mr.  Tyrwhitt  formerly,  and   now  allows    Mr.  Lee,  both   elrrk 
affiftants,  one  half.    The  amount  oj*  die  falary  and  fees  of  the  cterfc 
aififtant  was,  on  the  average  of  the  fame  period,  about   1 1 1?  ^]. 
fcx  annum.  The  outline  of  his  plan  was,  that  three  conuniffioncis 
be  appointed,  to  whom  the  fees  and  emoluments  of  the  clerk  and 
clerk  afljilant  (hall  be  afligned  for  managennent,  and   that  thofe 
^oinmiflioners  (hall  pay  to  the  clerk  and  clerk  afliitant  fuch  annual 
failary  as  may  be  hereafter  agreed  on  by  Parliament.    It  ]s>pn>po(ed, 
that  the  falary  of  the  chief  clerk  (hall  amount  to  3500L  per  ann. 
during  thc^iirft  five  years,  and  that  on  the  expiration  of  that  period 
an  addition  of  500L  per  ann.  (hall  be  made.     The  falary  of  the 
clerk  afTiAant  to  be  1 500L  per  ann.  during  the  firft  five  years,  but 
tobealfo  increafed  by  an  additionof  500L  more  per  ann.  at  the 
.expiration  of  tKat  period  :  and  if  the  ckrk  afTiftant  (hould  be  in 
that  fituation  fifteen  years,  and  afterwards  fucceed  the  chief  clerk, 
he  is  then  to  enter  on  the  receipt  of  4000L  a  year,  without  fervii^ 
five  years  as  dated  in  tbe  cafe  above  fpecified.     After  thefe  fala- 
ries have  been  thus  provided  for,  there  would  flill  remain  a  difpofe- 
able  fund,  and  this  he  wifhed  fo  be  partly  appropriated  to  make  up 
deficiencies  to  the  fubordinate  officers  of  the  Houfe,  whofe  (alarics 
are  at  prefent  fmall|  and  whofe  fees  are  particularly  fludtuating.     In 
additijon  to  which,  he  meant  to  propofe  that  a  certain  allowance  an- 
nually (hould  be  made  to  fuch  officers  of  the  Houfe  as  became  old 
^  in  itsfervice,  or  were  otherwife  incapacifoted  by  illnefs  todifcharge 

the  duties  of  their  (ituations.    Having  dwelt  (hprtly  on  thefc  feveral 
topics,  the  right  honourable  Speaker  obferved,  that  fo  iincerely  did 
t  he  wi(h  that  the  Civil  Lit)  and  the  Public  might  be  diiburdened  of 

i  any  chaig,e  on  account,  of  the  whole  eftablifhment  of  the  officers  of 

\  the.Hou(eof  Commons,  that  no  exertion  iliould  be  wanting  on  his 

part  to  produce  (0  important  a  change.  •  The  return  of  peace,  and 
pther  probable  ciccumftanccs,  were  likely  to  raife  an  addition  of  fec^ 
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to  lender  that  change  pra^cable.  He  concluded  hf  tftovrng  a  re- 
folution  for  leave  to  hrlng  in  **  a  bill  for  eftabliflring  certain  regu* 
lations  in  the'ofHcet  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons." 

Mr.  ABBOT  cxpreffcd  his  approbation  of  a  meafure  that  he 
ivifhed  to  fee  brought  forward,  as  it  tended  to  place  the  eftablt(h- 
fhents  of  rhe  Houfe  of  Commons  on  a  mofe  refpedbble  footing  than 
ever,  and  would  be  the  means  of  introducing  j^rfons  of  much  re- 
fpedabilitjr  into  all  its  oflSces.  He  expreflfed  his  iatisiadion  alfo  at 
the  fuggeftion  of  a  fuperannuatcd  fund,  and  hoped  to  fee  all  perfons 
who  were  found  to  be  faithful  in  their  duty  amply  rewarded. 

The  refolution  then  paiTed  the  Committee,  the  Houfe  was  re« 
fumed,  and  the  report  ordered  for  Tucfday, 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  further  confideration,  in  a  Com<* 
mittee,  of  the  bill  for  fettling  difputcs  between  mafters  and  mif- 
treflcs  and  their  menial  fervants,  was  moved  9  and  the  Houfe  went 
into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  noticed  the  prqgrefs  of  this  bill :  Jie  gave  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  P.  Coke}  ample  praife  for  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  bring  it  forward.  His  own  opinion  (Mr. 
Coke's]  would  have  higlily  recommended  the  intrbdudion  of  the 
bill ;  but,  in  addition  to  this,  it  had  the  fandlion  of  a  mod  refpeft- 
able  bqdy  of  magifirates,  who  thought  it  would  be  beneficial  to  tho 
community.  He,  for  his  part,  owned  himfelf  partial  to  many  of 
its  proviiions  ;  and  it  was  painful  to  fee  bufinefs  fo  defeated  as  it 
appeared  on  the  notebook*  of  the  Houfe,  where  might  be  fcen  re- 
iterated notes  for  weeks  and  months  together  on  the  further  pro- 
ceedings of  this  bill.  He  admitted  that  feme  regulations  were 
neceflfary,  though  he  felt  himfelf  repugnant  to  the  introducing  of 
legiflatlqn  into  domeftic  families.  The  bill  in  its  prefent  Aate  be- 
thought would  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed  ;  and  from  the  ad'* 
vanced  date  of  the  feflion,  there  was  no  great  hope  that  any  efi^* 
tual  progrefs  could  be  made  in  further  proceeding  upon  it.  H^ 
thought  it  bed  to  defer  fuch  a  bill  until  next  feiTion  ;  and  \ti  the 
mean  time  other  gentlemen  might  make  up  their  minds  on  fuch 
regulations  as  would  mod  likely  tend  to  carry  the  honourable 
gentleman^s  plan  into  effect.  Shduld  what  he  fuggcded  meet 
with  approbation,  he  would  move  that  the  Chairman  (hould  leave 
the  chair,  and  that  no  farther  proceedings  (hbuld  be  had  upon  the 
bill  for  this  feflion. 

Mr.  PARKER  COKE  teflificd  his  feelings  of  refpeft  for  the 
ftiggisftions  g(  the  rig|ht  honourable  the  Speaker,  and  faid,  that  hef 
Would  adopt  the  one  of  thofe  two  plans,  «»either  to  let  the  bill  pro* 


jii6  PARUAMENTARY  [Commok«* 

ceed  10  the  CommitCee,  introduce  a  few  aUerations,  and  then  let  tbs 
bill  bi  the  ground- work  of  further  proceeding ;  or  on  next  fcflicsn 
move  for  leave  for  a  Committee  to  examine  and  report  upon  fuch 
vegnlattons  as  may  be  thoqght  expedient  for  the  better  regulation  of 
lervantsand  families. 

The  SPEAKER  (aid,  that  the  firft  propofition  would  not  an- 
fwer  hit  expedation,  as  he  muft  know  the  Committee  could  not 
bind  the  Houfe ;  and  it  would  introduce  frcfli  difcullion*  He  re^ 
commended  the  other  mode,  and  faid,  that  many  very  refpeAable 
perfbns  were  of  the  fame  opinion,  that  it  was  the  beft  the  bonourabU 
member  oould  purfue. 

Mr.  BUXTON  fupported  this  opiniont  and  faid,  this  bill 
would  better  arife  from  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  than  from 
any  individual. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  preflfed  his  former  oppofition  to  the  bill,  and 
adopted  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  which  inclined  much  to  tha 
putting  off  the  btU,  and  opening  it  next  feflion  in  a  Committee. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  dwelt  upon  the  extreme  dif- 
6culty  and  delicacy  of  framing  proviflons  for  the  regulation  of 
private  families  ;  and  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  former  gen- 
tleman. 

Sir  W.  MILNER  faid,  asamagiftrate  he  fpoke  from  experts 
xnce,  and  confidered  legiflattve  interference  highly  delicate  and  im^ 
portant,  and  great  caution  (hould  be  applied  in  it.  He  thought  tht 
provilion  in  favour  of  facilitating  the  payment,  of  fervancs'  wago^ 
beneficial ;  of  the  other  provifions  he  did  not  approve. 

Mr.  PARKER  COKE  adopted  the  fuggeftion  of  moving  for  a. 
Committee  on  next  feflion ;  and  be  hoped  this  would  operate  as  % 
notice  of  bis  intention,  and  that  he  would  not  be  called  on  to  give 
notice  again.  He  juilified  the  bill  in  fome  points,  and  ftatcd  that 
it  enabled  a  fervant  to  recover  wages  to  the  amount  of  81.  far  the 
coft  of  IS.  and  not  be  compelled  to  have  rccourfe  to  an  expcnfivc 
action  at  law* 

Dr.  LAURENCE  vehemently  prefled  the  putting  off  the  bill, 
and  faid,  that  he  was  furprifed  the  honourable  framer  of  the  bill 
I  would  perfevcre  from  day  to  day  in  fuch  thin  Houfes ;  and  thought 

^  he  had  received  fufScient  intimation  of  the  fentiments  of  the  HouGi 

I  i>eing  adverfe  to  the  bill. 

^  Mr.  P.  COKE  (aid,  he  had  feen  millions  voted  away  in  fuch 

Ain  Houfes,  and  thought  that  no  argument  againft  the  meafure. 
He  diCipproved  of  gentlemen  makipg  a  practice  of  coyntinr  out 
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Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  called  to  order :  all  were  agreed  M  ibe 
pointy  and  yet  all  were  getting  into  difcufil9n«  He  moved  that  tlie^ 
Chairman  ihould  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  rofe  to  renew  his  objedllons,  when  the 
queflion  was  put  and  carried.     The  bill  of  courfe  was  loft* 

The  Collieries  and  Mine  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  paflibdi  ani 
ordered  to  the  Lords.     ^ 

A  refolution  paEcd  the  Committee  for  the  purpofe  of  repealiiif 
the  duties  on  Perfumery. 

Monday f  yune  l6. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  brought  up  a  communication  from  Hi» 
Majefty,  which  was  an  exemplification,  under  the  great  feal, 
Aating  the  manner  agreed  upon  for  elediing  the  Members  of  Uie 
Houfcs  of  Parliament  for  Ireland,  to  ierve  in  the  United  Parlia* 
xncnty  &c.^Ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Colonel  Stanley  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole ' 
Houfcy  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  of  the  report  which  vf» 
made  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  Thomair. 
Foden,  of  the  dty  of  Coventry,  chymift  and  cotton  manufa£turer« 
was  referred,  the  refolution  which  the  Committee  had  direSed  him 
to  report  to  the  Houfe  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read  and  agreed  In 
by  the  Houfe,  as  follows  : 

"  Reiblved,  That  the  di(covcry  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  Fodea, 
of  a  chryftallfoe  (ize  and  pafte  from  vegetable  and  mineral  fub- 
iilances,  as  a  fubfticitfe  for  wheat  flour  in  all  purpofes  pf  manufac- 
ture where  wheat  flour  is  ufed,  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  moft 
important  advantages  to  this  kingdom,  and  may  fave  the  ufe  of 
wheat  flour  to  a  very  confiderable  esLtent. 

*«  Refoived^  That  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefentcd  to  His  Ma- 
jefty,  humbly  to  lay  the  faid  re^lution  before  His  Majefty  ;  and  ti». 
requeft  that  His  MajeAy  will,  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  dired  fuch 
/f)]rther  inquiry  to  be  made  on  the  fubjed  as  (hall  be  necefTary  for 
jafcertaintng  whether  the  ingredients  for  making  the  faid  fubftitute 
can  be  furnifhed  in  fufiicient  quantities,  and  at  fuch  reafonable 
prices,  as  to  afibrd  a  fupply  equal  to  the  confumption  which  may  bo 
required  fqr  the  various  manufafiures  in  which  it  .may  be  ufefui; 
^nd  ih  cafe  it  fhall  appear  that  the  faid  difcovery  can  be  carried  ta 
fuch  an  extent  as  to  -be  of  confiderable  national  advantage,  to  order 
JTuch  f\im  tp  be  advanced  to  the  faid  Thomas  Foden  for  that  purpofe 
as  His  Majefty  fhall  judge  proper ;  and  to  afTurc  His  Majcfly  thajt; 
j^  liouCs  will  maik^  ^^  the  fame. "~ Agreed  10. 
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*  Mr.  Bragce  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
ftibjed  of  Waftc  Paper.  The  rcfolution  being  read  and  agreed  to, 
and  a  queOionput  for  bringing  in  a  bill, 

Mr.  JEKYLL  wiftied  to  know  whether  the  ink  was  to  be 
efFaced  from  the  paper,  or  the  whole  coinpofition  was  to  be  reduced 
to  one  mafd  :  for  he  thought  the  Houfe  fhould  paufe  a  while  before 
they  allowed  the  experiment  to  be  made  of  effacing  the  ink  from 
writing  ;  he  faid  this,  becaufe  he  remembered  about  ten  years  ago, 
at  Salilburvy  a  trial  in  which  a  nobleman's  eftatc  was  in  queftion» 
upon  an  allegation  that  the  title  deeds  had  been  effaced  by  means  of 
fome  arty  and  written  over  again  to  anfwer  a  dreadful  purpofe,  and 
that  nothing  remained  of  the  old  deed  but  the  names  of  the  parties 
and  thefeal.  To  prove  this,  it  wis  propofed  to  call  in  a  number  of 
parchment  makersi  to  (hew  how  this  could  be  effcded  ;  but  Mr. 
Juftice'BuUer  (topped  the  inquiry  on  the  grounds  of  public  danger, 
to  which  it  feemed  to  lead.  Mr.  Jekyll  therefore  wifbed  to  know 
whether  the  writing  was  to  be  effaced,  or  reduced  to  a  mafs  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ADAM  faid,  the  paper  was  to  be  reduced  to 
ks  original  Aate  of  manufaAure,  that  of  a  pulp. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rose  and  Mr.  Bragge,  upon 
t6e  importation  of  wafte  paper,  the  queftion  was  put  and  carried. 

Lord "« AWKESBURY  moved  the  order  of  die  day  (or  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  (or  incorporating  certain  individuals  into 
a  fociety,  under  the  name  bf  the  "  London  Incorporated  Society 
ibr  the  manufeAure  of  flour,  bread,  &c."  which  being,  read  ac« 
Cordingly, 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  that  he  (hould  now,  in  die  firft 
inftance,  propofc  that  the  bill  (hould  be  read  a  fecond  tinr»e,  and  pafs 
through  a  Committee,  before  Counfel  were  heard  againft  it,  and 
whichy  unlcfs  the  Houfe  were  difpofcd  to  hear  them  at  prefcnt,  he 
fliould  oppofe.  From  the  general  ftatement  circulated  rcfpeding 
the  principle  and  provifions  of  the  bill,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon 
to  fay  fomethtng  on  the  fubje£l ;  and  in  this  early  ftage  alfo  to 
(fate  the  real  objedl  of  it.  The  bill  provided  in  two  parts  (or  its 
jrefpedive  objeSs  :  the  firft,  for  the  manufaduring  of  flour,  which 
concerns  die  interefts  of  millers  ;  the  next,  for  the  baking  of  bread, 
which  interefts  a  numerous  clafs  of  bakers.— -There  could  be  no 
objcdion  in  his  mind  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  had  in  view 
a  reduftion  of  the  high  price  of  flour.  Whatever  may  be  made  to 
diat  part  which  a0e£ls  the  intereft  of  the  baker,  this  clafs  of  me» 
was  numetousy  not  opulent;  and  as  fuch  one  would  not  wi(h;to 
^urt  them  in  any  degree  im  the  profits  which  they  gathered  ;  and 
hhcb,  as  the  aflizc  of  bread  was  k\  could  not  be  very  great  at  any 
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time— -He  would  wifli  to  extend  Co  them  every  protedion  ;  and 
would  propofe,  that  the  fociety  in  contemplation  fhould  be  limited 
in  the  number  of  the  loaves  they  fhould  bake,  and  in  the  quality  of 
them,  confining  them  to  bske  (landard  bread  only,  and  thereby  to 
bear  as  lightly  as  poOible  on  the  bakers.     The  (ituation  of  the  mil- 
lers hecooiidered  as  different  from  that  of  the  clafs  he  had  juft  de-* 
fcribed. — Boc  left  this  bill  (hould  be  thought  to  bear  hard  upon 
themi  the  quantity  of  flour,  as  well  as  the  capital   pf  the.  fociety^ 
could  be  reftridcd  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  create  no  material  injury 
in  fair  dealing  to  the  miller. — The  plan  which  was  now   prppofed 
was  not  new ;  the  experiment  had  been  tried  ;  and  for  the  five  y.ear9 
that  the  Albion  Mills  exifted,  had  been  found  to  prove   fuccefsfiiU 
This  his  Lord(bip  ftated  on  the  average  price  of  flour  for  five.years 
preceding  the  Albion  Mills,  andihe  five  years  of  their  exiftence.; 
and  calculated  a  faving  to  the  public  of  ico,oopl.  a  year  in  the  ar^ 
tide  of  flour.     This  was  a   matter,  he  faid,  of  high  and  ferious 
confideration  to   the  public,  and  as  fuch  ))e  fhould  lead  them  td 
poniider  of  fuch  meafures  that  might  lead  to  fuch  public  bene- 
fi<^ial    effe^s. — There   was   another  obfervation  that  he  would 
prefsupon  their  attention  ;  which  was,  that  in  1796,  at  Birming- 
i^m^  wheic  the  fcnrcity  prevailed  mod,  the  quartern  loaf  was  to.be 
purchafcd  at  is.  i^d.  when  in  the  metropolis  it  fold  for  is.  3d. ; 
iand  this  was  a  fufiident  reafon  why  the  propoGtion  at  this  time 
ihould  be  entertained  by  the  Houfe. — He  added  then,  that  unleft 
thocafe  was  fuch  as  would  render  the  calling  in  of  Counfel  at  this 
flage  neceflfary,  he  would  wi(h  that  they  ihould  not  be  called  in 
until  fuch  time  as  the  bill  was  b>  modified  in  the  Committee  as 
to  enable  them  to  judge  fully  of  ^  i^  merits,  and  fumifli  them  with 
a  juft  and  proper  view  of  ir  in  all  its  parts. 

Mr.  PLUfvJt^iR  faid,  ^hat  as  the  noble  Lord  fairly  declared  that 
he  would  have  no  Qbjedtipn  to  the  calling  in^  of  Counfel>  fliould  not 
a  diQerent  feiilifn^t  be  cxprefled  on  that  point,  he  for  one  wa* 
of  opinion  that  the  calling  in  of  Counfel  in  this  ftageofthebill  was 
highly  ncceflary.  •  The  gentlemen ,  who  had  aflbciated  in  the  year 
1784,  for  the  manufacturing  of  flour  at  the  Albion  Mills,  had 
applied  for  a  charter  of  incorporation  ;  Counfel  were  heard  before 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  and  they  oppofed  it. — This^ 
he  thought,  was  a  good  .  argument  why  Counfel  (hould  be  heard 
immed'^tely,  and  he  thought  it  unneceflfary  to  &y  more.  There 
was  one  point,  however,  which  he  would  reply  to  in  the  noblp 
Lord's  fpeech  ;  which  was,  that,  on  the  deflrudton  of  the  Albioo 
Mills,  the  price  of  flour  fell  :  from  this  he  would,  infer,  that  the 
.general  obfervation  of  tbofe  ,qu1U  keeping  down  the.  price  was  not 
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Joft,  as  the  price  of  flotrr  in  March,  at  the  time  they  were  burnr, 
was  higher  than  the  fUccceding  November,  ^hen  the  trade  returned 
into  Its  ufual  channel.- 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faidi  thdt  Af  objefiion   to  the  parties 
Icing  heard  by  Counfel  had  yet  been  made.     His  noble    friend 
(Lord  Hawkeflbury)  had  ftated  dearly  and  diftrhtlly^  that  the  bill 
fhoald  go  into  a  Committee,  in  order  to  fee  whether  the  outline  of 
it  would  not  be  fuch  as  would  remove  the    necefficy  of  •  hearing 
Cowrfel,  and  preventing  the  parties  from   feeling  thoifc  af^rchen- 
fions  ihey  in  ere  faid  now  to  feel.     Hrs  noble  friend  prOpofed  fo  to 
alter  and  modify  it  in  the  Committee^  as  to  remove  all  doubts  and 
t)bje6^fons,  unlcfs  it  could  there  be'fhewn  that  it  was  not  iti  the 
ipowcrofthc  Houfc  to  prevent  mocvpoly.     He  hoped  the  honour- 
aw>le  gentleman  (Mr.  Ptumer)  would  not  prefs  fo  prematurely  for 
ihc  heating  of  Counfel,  bat  would  fufFcr  the  bill  to  go  into  a  Com- 
nrittee,  where  it  might  be  fO  amended  as  to  meet  witk  general  ap- 
probation.    There  was  one  point  on  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man expreded  his  difference  of  opinion  from  his    noble  friend,  in 
fiating  that  the  price  of  flour  fell  (hortly  after  the  dcftruflion  of  the 
Albion  Mills  :  this  might  have  been  accidental,  from  the  feafon,  or 
firom  other  caufes  ;  and  he  thought  it  a  fairer  infercnee»  to  ai^ue 
from  the  whole  average  of  veers,  as  his  noble  friond  had  done,  than 
from  one  particular  period.'     And -if,  from  a  fair  comparifon  of  the 
price,  as  ftated  from  the  extftenco'of  tho  mills,  and  during  that  ck- 
iRence  an  average,  he  fhould  think  it  fair  to  conclude  that  the  ex- 
ifience  of  thofe   mills  was   beneBctal  to  the   public     On  tbofc 
'      grounds  he  thought,  on  the  general  principle,  that  the  bill  (hould 
go  into  a  Committee,  and  that  l1)c  Counfel  could  be  then  beard  to 
more  advantage.  '     ,     *  ^^''  *     ^ 

Mr.  PLUMER  faid,  in  explismatidn,  that  he  thought  the  grant- 
ing  of  a  charter  to  fuch  gentlemert   as  were  td  form  this  focicry, 
wore  likely  to  create  monopoly  than  thai  a  riOfinber  of  individuals 
j  nDnconnc^^ed  h  ith  one  another  could  combine  for  fuch  a  parpofc. 

Mri'  HOBHOUSE  was  of  opinbn  that  Counfel  (hould  inftantJy 
be  called,  becaufe  the  millers  were  alarmed  from  the  fear  of  their 
property  (which  was  very  conliderablc)  being  endangered,  and 
wiftvcd  therefore  that  their  cafe  fhould  be  ftated  fairly.  They  had 
quirted  their  bufinefs  and  come  to  town,  which  was  difadvaT>tagcou9 
to  rhcmfclves,  and  materially  to  to  the  public,  as  the  mills  were 
ftopt,  and  the  fcarcity  may  be  increafcd.  Should  Counfel  -be  now 
heard,  they  may  cftablifh  fuch  a  cafe  as  may  go  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill>  and  prevent  all  further  evil  from  it.  He  admitted,  that 
^hen  the  Albion  Mills,  w^rc  (irft  built,  and  even  for  fome   tinxa 
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afterwards,  there  was  a  rcduAion  ip  the  price  of  flour,  a  l^eduS^n 
attended  with  heavy  lors  tp  the  pro|^rietors :  h^t  wbeo  coiqt 
petition  was  removed  by  the  blow  which  fo  great  an  f ftablifbmeot 
gave  to  the  trade  of  individuals,  the  price  neceflfarily  rofe  b^ond 
its  proper  bounds.  HetKC  it  happened  tl^it.  flour,  as  was  ftated  hj 
his  honourable  friend  ^  (Nj[r.  Plunder]^  fell  in  value  frQin.March^ 
when  thefe  miUs  were  dejlrqypdf^p.thecnd  of  the  year.  He  hpd 
a  document  in  his  h^d.  to  .prave  kj^  an  extcad  from  the  book»  of 
the  chamber  of  the  cit;]Cof  LondonV  He  condudcd  with  preffing 
chat  Counfel  (hould -be  heard  imnoediately^  !     r-    • 

Mr.  SPEAKER  herjc  obferved,  that  the  calling  ia  pf .  Counfel . 
would  form  anpther^^ueftion  : .  the  motion  before  the  Houfe  was 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  which  muft  be  dUpofed  of. 
'   Lord  HAWKESBtlJlY  had  no  objeaion  to  the. hearing  of 
Counfel :  he  faid,  tie  ot}\f  wiflied  tp.poftpone  hearing  Counfel  till . 
the  bill  went,  through  a  Committee,  ^  they  coujd  then.be  moftad- 
Xantageoufly  heard.  .,         •     .    .  . 

Mr.  T.  JONES  faid,  that  if  this  bill,  z^  now  prppofed,  (bould , 
operate  in  full  forc^,  many  thoufand  families  might  ]b(P  ruined  hy  iu 
On  the  idea  tbaC  the  company  having  a  large  ^apital,  and  thereby 
being  ^nabled.^  deal  tp  more  advantage  fpr  the  public  than  indiyiti 
duals  can,  he  woukl  remark,  that  in  the  an(wer  that  was  given  on 
the  quedion,  wt^.at  Binningham  thjy  .could  fell  .20  per  cent. 
cheaper  from  theirincorporated  Tociety  than  befofe,  it  appeared  oa 
eviclence  that  no  credit  was.  given.  It  was  on  credit  that  the  poor, 
were  enabled  at  prefcnt  to  go,o(i,.and  this  was  a  mod  material  point 
for  the  confldcr^tion  of  the  Houfe  at  this  juncture.  Counfel,  he 
thought,  (hould  be  heard  as  foon  as  poflible. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  afked  whether,  after  the  fecond  reading,  was 
i^eed  to,  the,  hearing  of  Counfel  would  be  oppofed?  if  fo,  he 
would  objeA  to  the  further  proceedings. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PIXT  Odd,  the  queflioi;i  was  not  whether  the . 
parties  (hpuld  be  heard  or  not ;  but  that  .tb^  parties,  as  flated^i, 
could  be  heard  moft  conveniently  in  a  futuije  ftage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  thought  it  woul4  be  more  oonvetuent  to  beaat 
Counfel  ^gainft  it  now.     He  condemned  the .  bringing  in  a  bill 
of  this  nature,  at  fo  iate  a  period  of  the  feflion,  whea  manjr 
gendenien  had  left  tow.n.     Such  a  bill  could  not>  be  neoeflaiy* 
but  on   the  gn>und  of  improper  pradices  on  .the  p^trt  of  the  • 
i^illers  ;  9pd  not  one.wqrd  of  aigument  had  been  advanee4  ta, 
ibew  aay  fqch  thing,  even  in  fhe  fnulle(^  degree.     It  wa^.a  vory^. 
\19fziK  noieafure,  he  f^»  with  rt^gatd  to  the  millers.     Thefe*  iooor*  * 
gentlemen  could  only  lofe  thei^  (hare  of  ajL  a  Hani  i^il# 
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their  ccMnpetitors  jnay  lofe  their  all.     The  noble  Lord  oppofitc  to 
him  had  faid  this  wai^  not  a  monopoly,  becaufe  it  was  only  a  tenth 
part  of  the  cpnfumption.     He,  on  the  contrary,  contended,  that  a 
tenth  of  the  confumptton  was  a  very  large  monopoly^  and  might  be 
turned  to  the  moft  mifchievous  purpofcs.     In  fadl,  Ae  faid,  this 
was  a  meafure  which  the  Houfe  ought  not  by  any  means  to  adopt, 
unlefs  a  very  ftrong  cafe  was  made  out  (hewing  a  neceffity  for  it. 
The' noble  Lord,  he  faid,  did  not  make  a  proper  calculation  tctfcQ-- ' 
ing  the  cheapnefs  of  the  Albion  Mills,  when  he  took  the  five  years 
preceding  their  eAablilbment,  and  the  five  years  that  they  exided, 
as  his  criterion ;  he  ought  to  have  taken  alfo  the  ,five  years  fubfe- 
quent.     He  contended,  that  the  cheapnefs  of  flour  was  not  to  be 
attributed  to  the  Albion  Mills.     He  had  no  doubt  but  there  would 
be  confiderable  fpeculation  as  to  thefe  (hares  of  25I.  each,  and  that 
ihrewd  and  fpecutative  men  would  buy  up  the  ihares  of  others,  till 
fo  many  got  into  few  hands  as  to  enable  them  to  fet  their  own  price 
on  their  commodity*     The  prejudices  againft  the  millers  and  ' 
bakers  were,  he   faid,  very   ill   founded.      Their  profits   were 
very  fmall.     This  bill  was  faid  to  have  for  its  dbjeSt  the  reducing 
of  the  price  of  bread ;  but  he  could  fee  no  fuch  confequence  likely  ' 
to  refult  from  it.     It  was  brou^t  in  at  a  late  period  of  thefeflion  ; 
and,  before  the  ovens  and  other  necefTary  buildings  could  be  pro- 
vided by  this  compai}',  there  was  every  reafon  to  hope  that  the  pre- 
fent   fcarciry   would   have  ceafed;    fo  that  the  objeA  muft  be 
fomething  elfe  than  was  pretended.     He  thoughti  indeed,  it  would 
have  a  dircA  contrary  efk&  to  reducing  the  price  of  bread.     He 
thdught  it  would  be  productive  of  very  injurious  confequences  ;  he 
condemned  the  principle  altogether,  and  would  vote  for  the  hear* 
ing  of  counfel  againft  it  immediately. 

Mr.  ROBE  denied  that  any  fraud  had  been  alleged  againft 
millers ;  but  faid  it  was  competent  to  Parliament  to  incofporate' 
any  numbef  of  gentlemen  it  (hould  think  expedient.  A  doubt  cer- 
tainly had  arifen  in  the  public  mind,  whether  flour  had  fold  as  cheap 
at  it  ought  to  fell  at  this  feafon  ;  and  on'  this  fuggeftton  the  hill 
was  brought  forward.  In  anfwer  to  the  honourable  gentleman'^ 
i(Mr.  Ticrncy's)  obfervation  on  fome  (hrewd  perfons  buying  up  the 
fliarcf  of  the  reft,  there  was  a  elaufc  in  the  bill  precluding  mo^ 
than  40  (hares  in  one  hand.  The  objefiion  made,  on  rcjeAing 
the  requeft  from  the  proprietors  of  the  Albion  Mills  for  a  charter, 
mas  juftly  made,  as^it  was  the  application  of  certain  individuals  who 
meant  fojieiy  their  own  profit.  This  bill  had  every  limitation  that 
it  ought ;  (t  granted  but  a  profit  af  10  per  cent,  for  all.  On  the 
caUinj;  in  of  counfel,  he  faid,  that  counfel  could  btit  at  beft  (peak 
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againft  the  bill  as  It  now  flood.  The  Houfe  was  infdrmed  by  his 
noble  friqnd)  and  other  gentlemen,  that  it  would  be  materially 
altered.  The  fociety  would  be  limited  to  the  manufadture  of  120 
or  1 50,000  quarters  of  wheat  a  year ;  it  would  alfo  be  limited  to 
the  baking  of  flandard  houfebold  bread ;  and  fiich  farther  reftric- 
(ions  might  be  impofed,  that  th^  bill  would  come  out  of  the  Com- « 
mittee  different  from  what  it  went  in.  The  deferring  of  counfel 
would,  fo  far  from  wafting^  fave  the  time  of  the  Houfe  ;  the  millers  , 
could  then  return  to  their  work*  |Ie  hoped  the  bill  woi^ld  be  pef  • 
mitted  to  go  on. 

^  Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  his  main  objeflion  was  to  the  incorpo* 
rating  of  individuals  to  fpeculatc  at  a  certain  rifle,  and  wiflned 
them  put  on  a  footing  with  the  former  proprietors  of  (he  Albion 
Mills,  and  then  let  them  fpeculate  for  the  public  good. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  faid,  he  would  vote  for  the  fccond  reading  of 
the  bill,  though  he  doubted  much  the  foundnefs  of  the  principle.^^ 
Ke  afcribed  to  the  noble  Lord  (Hawkefbqry)  the  heR  of  motives, 
and  would  wifli  it  to  go  into  the  Committee,  where  it  might  undeigQ 
fuch  ^Iter^dons  as  might  make  It  effedual  and  politic.  He  had 
hfs  i  doubts  on  the  policy  of  incorporations,  and  efpeciaUy  on  the  .. 
Biripingham  Society. 

Mr-  NICHOI^S  thoilght  ^XHinfel  fhould  be  called  in  at  once*. 
The  bill  was  bad  in  its  principle  ;  it  gave  to  peribns  fo  incorporated 
an  unfair  advantage  ;  as  the  law  now  ftood,  monopoly  was  im* 
poffible.  The  art  of  man  could  XK>t  devife  a  better  way  of  fup* 
plying  the  metropolis  than  that  at  pr^ent  adopted  \  and  the  bill 
now  propofed  was  an  ad  of  injuftice  ^o  thofe  whof^  coupfel  were 
now  waiting  to  be  heard  ^t  the  Bar. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  thought  counfel  il^ould  be  deferred,  as 
they  would  have  the  advantage  of  making  full  obje£lions  when  the 
grounds  were  enlarged^  as  would  be  the  cafe  in  the  future  ftagfcs  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BIDDULPH  faid,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill.  Every 
objedion  urged  againft  the  Birmingham  Company  was  urged  againft 
this  bill.  They  ftate,  that  a  ftrong  cafe  (hould  be  made  out  before 
this  meafure  was  adopted  ;  and  a  ftrong  cafe,  he  would  fay  in  retam^ 
could  be  made  out  againft  all  the  little  mills  and  machinery  through 
the  country.  The  meafure,  he  was  fure,  was  good,  as  the  pqbUc 
were  not  obliged  to  confide  in  ^his  new  fociety  unlefs  they  were 
approved  of  by  the  public.     He  voted  for  the  fecbnd  reading. 

Mr.  SIMEON  fuppprted  the  reafons  already  adduced  for  pro- 
ceeding in  the  bill,  though  he  did  not  oonfider  himfelf  pledged  to 
vole  for  it  throi^h  all  its  ftages. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  faid,  gentlemen  prdpofcd  by  die 
bill  to  cheapen  bre^d,  and  fo  they  might  for  a  time  ;  but  Che  ob- 
jeAion  is',  tjiat  it  may  reader  bread  fo  cheap  as  to  hinder  bakery 
from  ^oing  on :  and  after  they  have  fo  done,  they  may  taike  the 
profits  of  all  they  have  ruined  into  their  own  hands*  This  woald 
Tower  it  at  firft,  but  afterwards  the  price  would  rife.  It  was  diffi- 
cult, when  one  company  was  efbblifhed  on  charter,  to  get  back  that 
charter,  and  diflScuIt  alfo  to  oppofe  one  company  to  another.  lie 
had  no  objedtion  to  a  general  charter  for  all  afliHance  for  the  public 
good.  'It  was  fo  abroad,  where  each'  man  contributed  a  (bare,  and 
received  a  dividend.  Monopoly  firft  arofafrom  the  neceflity  of  the 
Crown,  and  this  is  the  remains  of'  that  hecefTity.  His  fiar  was» 
that  at  (ir(l  it  may  make  competition,  and  afterwards  deAroy  it,  and 
ifhat  Parliament  would  be  compelled  to  raife  other  companies  for  this 
competition.  He  wiflied  to  hear  counfel  at  the  prefent  time,  and 
tfterwardfi  that  it  fhduld  beclofely  difcufled,  being  a  meafure  b^ 
with  importance  to  the  public. 

'   Mr.  H.  THORNTOl^  faid,  that  however  refpe^able  the  per- 
ibns'might  be  that  were  incorporated,  they  would,  moft  likely,  truft 
after^ard^^  to  agents  \  this'  might  occafion  much  evil :  he  would 
^&re  fo>  the  fecond  reading,  and  the  hearing  of  counfel. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  profefled  himfelf  an  enemy  to  all  diar- 
tkts.  He  would  not  grant  any  charter  that  gave  a  preference.  Com* 
petition  was  much  wanted  in  the  city,  and  he  had  no  objedion  to 
the  full  extenfion  of  it  to  any  number,  and  would  nioft  cheerfully 
fubfcribe  to  any  amount  to  promote  it,  but  could  not  bripg  bis  mind 
Id  vote  for*  the  {>rerent  bill.  The  quefiion,  being  called  for.  was  put 
dh  the  fecond  reatSing  of  the 'bin.  \ 

The  Houfe  divided— ^For  it,*55  ;  Againft  it>  27. 

The  quedion  was  then  put  for  the  calling  in  of  counfel  at  diia 
^ge,  on  which  a  fecond  divifion  followed — For  it,  27  ;  Againft 
it,  48.  ' • 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  committed  for  Fridayt 

HOUSE  ,OF  LORDS. 

'      -.;''•  Tuefdayf  ytwe  1 7; 

Of#thc  queftion  for  the  third  rcadifjg  of  Pigot's  Diamond  biH 
(which  go^s  to  empower  the  heirs  of  the  late  Lord  Pigot  to  difpofe 
'of  a  certain  veiy  valuable  diamond  by  way  of  lottery),  . 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  rofe  to  exprefs  his  difapprobation  of 
jhe  meafure.     He  cenfured  the  principle  of  private  lotteries  in  gc-> 
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ncral,  as  encouniging  one  of.  the  worft  fpeciea-of 'gaming,  ^nd  inter* 
fsring  with  the  State  Lottents,  from  which  not  only  much  financial 
||[>enefit  was  derived,  biit  nyhich  tended  in  no  inconiiderable  degree 
to  deprefj^  earning  of  a  inpf  e  {)emicK>u$  tcndeinqr^.     The  bill  in  quefr 
tion,  be  CQRceived,  went  to  atithorife  one  of  the  moA  indefenfiblt  * 
kixuls  of  private  lotteries,  and  for  which,  to  his  (urprize,  he  had  heard 
no  one  reafon  afligncc)  during  the  fcveral  Aages  through  which  the 
|>in  had  proceeded  in  that  Houfe*     He  felt  it  his  duty  tooppofe  it ; 
he^was  aware  that  iiiph  meafures  were  not  without  precedent,  but 
contended,  that  the  bill  in  queiHon  bore  no  comparifon  with  Mai^ 
!|din's  lottery,  which  went  to  the  relief  of  a  perfoiv  who  entered  up^iii 
9  peculation  highly  ferviceable  to  the  arts,  had  embarked  a  confi^r 
derable  property  therein,  and  from  fl)e  peculiar  circumftaoces  of  his 
cafe  wa^  unqueftionably  entitled  to  the  ipdulgence  of  the  Legifla- 
ture.     Another  meafure  of  the  kind  alfo  (Irock  his  reoolleflion,  that 
of  empowering  Sir  ACbton  Lever  to  dUpofe  of  hb  valuaj^le  mufeum 
by  way  of  lottery  ;  that,  he  alfo  contended,  was  a  cafe  very  differ* 
pnt  from  the  prefent ;  the  lots  were  compofed  of  articles  of  various 
utility,  and  the  fcheme  organized  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  induce,  by 
the  extenGve  diftribution^of  the  lots,  much  public  benefit.     But  let 
(heir  Lord(hjp$  confider  what  was  the  cafe  now  under  their  confi- 
deration  ?     A  diamond  of  extraordinary  magnitude  and  value  was 
purchafed  by  the  Ip.te  Lord  Pigot  while  in  an  official  iituiition  in 
India,  with  a  view,  as  it  would  appear,  to  difpofe  of  it  to  confider* 
ible  advantage  in  this  country.     He  had  no  doubt  of  the  jewer# 
having  been  mol^  honourably  acquired,  but  ftill  it  was  on  a  fpecu* 
latioh  in  a  true  commercial  fplrit.     To  this  property  three  or  fou^ 
perfons  became  entitled  by  the  mode  of  telftamentary  devife,  or  fome 
other  way.     They  fet  forth  the  inconvenience  thaf  it  is  to  them, 
fiate  their  inability  to  difpofe  of  it  in  the  ufual  way  :  and  on  thefc 
grounds  alone  (truly  commercial)  they  apply  to  the  Legiflature  for 
leave  to  difpofe  of  it  by  way  of  lottery  ;  that  is,  they  requcft  per-^ 
fniflion  to  raife,  by  that  engine,  on  an  already  overburdened  public, 
the  fom  of  22,oool.  or  at  lead  from  fuch  individuals  among  the 
public  as  were  fools  enough  to  part  with  two  guineas  for  the  poffible 
chance  of  being  pofiefled  of  this  very  valuable  dianK>nd«     Upon 
the  whole,   he  not  only   had  not  heard  a  reafon  jiffigned,  but 
could  not  himfelf  fugged  any,  for.  palling  fuch  a  bill,  the  enaAing 
of  which  would  add  to  the  precedents  for  meafures  of  a  very  pernio 
cious  nature,  and  in  an  inAance  where  there  was  no  fort  of  preten« 
Son  for  foliciting  the  indulgence  of  the  LegiflaturCf    He  mufi  there* 
fore  oppofe  the  third  reading  of  the  bill* 
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After  an  interval  of  fome  time,  during  which  a  general  filcnce 
.prevailed,  his  Grace  went  to  the  woolfack  and  conferred  irifh  th& 
Lord  Chancellor  and  other  Peers,  in  an  under  tone  of  voice  ;   after 
>vhich  he  returned  to  his  place,  and  faid,  that  as  he  obferved  there 
were  no  Lords  prcfcnt  who  appeared  acquainted  with  the  merits  of 
the  cafe,  or  were  fupportcrs  of  the  bill,  he  would  not  then  prieis  a 
motion  for  the  rcjeflion  of  the  bill ;  but,  in  order  to  give    noble 
Peers  an  opportunity  of   attending,   merely  propofe  to  defer  the 
third  reading  to  a  future  day,  which  his  Grace  fi?ccd  for  TharfJJaj 
fe'nnight ;  and  having  moved  accordingly^  the  third  reading  of  the. 
bill  was  poltponcd  till  that  day. 

The  Duke- of  PORTLAND  prefentcd  a  meffage  from  Hit 
Majcfty  refpefling  certain  property  and  eftates  purchased  by,  or 
TeHing  in  the  King  or  the  Queen  Confort,  and  touching  the  laws 
^cjativc  to  the  alienation  of  the  fame — [^Fer  the  Menage  fe^  ih^- 
Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Ciw^wflw/]— and  recommending  it  to  their 
Lordihips  to  take  the  fame  into  their  condderation,  and  make  fuch 
provilions  therein  as  they  fliould  deem  proper. 

After  the  meffage  was  read  from  the  woolfack, 

The  Dulc  of  PORTLAND  moved  an  addrefs  to  His  Ma- 
jefly  on  the  occalion,  affuring  him  that  the  Houfe  would  take  the 
points  referred  to  in  His  Majefly's  meliage  iAto  their  fpeedy  confix 
deration. 

The  Addrefs  was  voted  neni.  dis.  and  the  Lords  with  white 
ftaves  were  ordered  to  attend  His  Majeftyj^  and  learn  when  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  be  waited  on  with  the  fame. 


>!■;■?■■      »■■■       y 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  His  Majefty's  mod  gracious 
meffage  to  this  Houfe  of  the  2d  day  of  April  laft,  communicating  to 
this  Houfe  therefolutions  and  addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland,  refpedting  a  Union  of  the  kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ;  the  entries  in  the  votes  of  this  Houfe,  of  the 
rcfolutions  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  refpe<9ing  the  faid  Union, 
witli  the  proceedings  thereupon ;  the  entries  in  the  votes  of  diis 
Houfe,  of  the  feveral  countervailing  duties  on  certain  goods  imported 
from  Ireland  into  Great  Britain,  and  from  Great  Britain  into  Ire* 
land,  together  with  the  addreffes  to  His  Majeily  thereupon  ;  and 
an  aifl  paffed  in  the  prcfcnt  fel&on  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland, 
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intituled,  '^  An  A&  to  regulate  the  mode  by  which  the  Lords  Sptrituat. 
and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons,  toferve  in  the  Parliament  of  the  . 
United  Kingdom,  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  fliall  be  fummoned  and 
returned  to  the  faid  Parliament,"  the  exemplification  of  which 
under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland  was  yefterday  prefented  to  the  Houfe^ 
Alight  be  read  ;  and  the  fame  being  read  accordingly, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  he  had  merely  to  ftatc  in  few 
words,  that  the  bill  he  (hould  propofe  to  bring  in  would  contain  .a 
recital  of  the  refolutions  of  the  two  Houfcs,  and  of  the  aS  pafTcd 
In  the  Iri(h  Parliament.  He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a> 
bill  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelapd ;  which  being  agreed 
to,  Meffrs,  Pitt,  Dundas,  Windham,  Ryder,  Lord  Hawkefbury^ 
and  W.  Dundas,  were  directed  to  prepare  -and  bring  in  the  fame« 
Mr.  Pitt  afterwards  brought  up  the  faid  bill,  which  was  read  a  (ird: 
time.  He  then  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  to- 
fnorrow,  and  printed  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  imcf- 
fage  from  His  Majefty  to  the  Houfe,  figned  by  His  Majcfty  ;  and 
he  prefented  the  fam^,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  was  as 
follows : 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Mc^efty  bting  informed  that  doubts  have  arifen  touching  tfji 
pvsvers  veftedin  His  Majefty  ta  difpofe  of  certain  eftates  purchafed  by 
His  Mfljeftyy  and  aljo  concerning  the  powers  of  His  Majefty ^  atid  hi* 
Jfmceffhrsy  to  difpofe  of  Juch  real  property  as  they  may  hereafter  pur*'  • 
chafe f  or  may  become  entitled  to  pthenvife  than  by  defcent  with   the 
Croum^  and  aljo  touching  the  application  of  and  fucceffion  t^^  fuch  per'- 
Jonal  property  as  His  Majefty  and^  his  fuccefj'ors  may  he  entitled  to  at 
thfi  time  of  his  or  their  demife  ;  and  that  doubts  have  alfo  arifen  touch  - 
ing  the  powers  vefted  in  the  J^dctn  to  difpofe  of  certain  eftatei  purchafed 
by  Her  Majefty ^  as  well  as  the  general  powers,  of  the  ^ueen  cdnfori  t§ 
difpofe  of  real  and  perfonal  property  ;  and^His  Majefty  being  alfo  in- 
formed ^  thaty  by  reafon  of  the  reftriitions  impofed  on  the  alienation  of  the 
crown  landsy  difficulties  haue  arifen  where  lands  ef cheated  to  His  Ma*  ^ 
jefty  have  heenfubjeSi  to  trufts  or  charge s^  and' that ^  in  other  cafes ^  in- 
conveniences may  arife  from  fuch  reftriSfions  ;  His  Majefty  recommends 
to  his  faithful  Commons y  to  take  thefe  fubjeSis  into  their  confideration^ 
and  to  make  fuch  provijions  concerning  the  fame  as  may  appear  to  them, 
to  be  propen  G,  R. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  then  moved,  that  His  Majefty's  moft 
gracious  melTage  be  taken  into  the  confidcration  of  the  whole  Houfe 
to- monnow.— 'Ordered. 
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Mr.  PERCIVAL  rofe,  and  ftatcd  his  full  conviAion  that  tamt- 
thing  ought  to  be  done  by  the  Legiilature,  to  amend  and  alrex  the 
law  as  it  now  flood  relative  to  ^ddtery  ;  atnd  though  the  Uac  mo- 
tion to  that  efFed)  had  mifcarried,  he  was  well  aflfured  that  the  fate 
of  that  bill  had  given  great  concern  to  many  ferious  and  thirking 
perfons  who  had  turned  their  thoughts  to  the  fubjcdt^.  Mr.  Pcr- 
cival  obferved,  that  both  (ides  of  the  tioufe  on  that  queflion  (ctemcd 
id  agree  in  this^  that  feme  alteration  of  the  prefent  law  was  deli  re- 
able..  All  he  wi(hed  at  ptefent  was,  to  requefl  that  gentlemen  would, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  recefs,  bear  this  important  fubjc<£t  in 
their  minds  ;  while  he  would  give  notice,  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  fubj^dl  in  the  courfe  of  the  oexi 
feffion  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  view  he  entertained  of  the  fub- 
jeft  diflered  from  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ftatcd  to  be 
that  of  thofe  with  whom  he  had  confulted.  He  had  never  faid 
that  nothing  (bould  be  done  on  this  fubjed ;  but  he  had  argued 
that  nothing  falutary  or.effefiual  could  be  done  by  going  into  a 
Committee  on  that  rejeded* bill ;  and  that,  under  the  prcient  cir- 
cumflancea,  no  good  could  be  obtained  by  altering  the  law  as  it 
now  ftood. 

M^  PERCIVAL  in  reply  obferved,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
late  debate,  it  had  been  admitted  on  all  fides  diat  the  crime  of 
adultery  ought  to  be  puniOicd  ;  that  the  only  mode  by  which  this 
ctkne  could  at  prefent  be  puniAied  was  exceptionable  i  and  frorri 
thence  arofea  ncceflity  for  altering  the  law. 

.  Mr.  She  KID  AN  prefented  petitions  from  the  journeynnci)  woiic- 
men  ^f  Briftol,  Bath,  and  Plymouth,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  ad 
of  lafl'  feffion  for  preventing  combinations  amongft  joum^mefi 
workmen. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  had  examined  that  ad;  he 
found  that  it  Created  a  new  crime,  and  he  thought  it  was  exceed* 
ii^ly  oppreffive:  he  then  gave  notice,,  that  he  (hpuld  move  on  an 
early  day  for  taking  theie  petitions  into  conitderation. 

Sir  H.  P.  S«  MILDMAY  having  moved  the  order  of  ihe  day 
for  the  Houfe  to  lefolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  better 
regulating  the  Itomaii  Catholic  Monaftic  Indhotions  lately  eOa-* 
bliftied  in  this  country, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  exprefled  a  with  that  the  further  pfDgre(s  of 
this  bill  might  be  fuljpended  for  a  few  days,  and  a  confidence  that 
the  well-known  candour  of  the  honourable  mover  would  not  permit 
him  to  /oppofe  that  wi(h ;  efpecially  when  he  aflfured  him,  that,  in 
the  interval  propofed,  fucb  authentic  information  would  be  inade 
jeaidf  to  be  laid  before  the  Houie  as  would  fully  &tisfy  the  honourable 


feover  iind  iecbnder  of  thii  nieafiire,  that  tbeie  tras  not  the  1<9A 
eceflity  lor  prefling  it  further.  He  W2%  alio  ^pxious  that  the  dif- 
jflion  of  this  queRion  m^ht  bedeferred^^  a  few  days,  a$  many 
entlemen  whom  he  knew  to  be  adveri^^fo^  the  bill  were  now  de* 
ainedf  in'  the  country  for  no  mean  objeft .;  as^by  their  prefence  they 
rere  countenancing  and  encpuraging  the  laudable  fpirit  ,of  agricul* 
ural  purfuits  ;  but  th^  would  return  to  town  in  a  few  days,  and 
ittend  in  their  places  in  this  difcuflion. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  the  Comnuttee  on  the  bill  (hould  be 
ieferred  till  Monday  next. 

Thurfdaff  June  19.  ' 

Mr.  Long  prefetited  to  the  Houfe,  purfuant  to  qrder^ 

An  account  of  the  ordinary -revenuea  and  extraordinary  xefources 

conftituting  the  public  income  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  ended 

the  5th  of  January  1800  ;  diftinguifliing  England  from  Scotland  ; 

and  diftinguifliing,  under  each  head  of  revenge,  the  amount  of  the 

giofs  receipt,  the  rate  per  centum  for  coUeding  the  fame,  and  the 

nature  and  amount  of  the  payments  out  of  the  grofs  receipt  on  each 

head  refpeflively  ;  diftinguifliing  alfo  the  amount  of  the  net  pro^ 

duce,  and  the  rate  per  centum  for  collefiing  the  fame,  and  the  na- 

ti^re  and  amount  of  the  payments  out  of  the  net  produce  on  each 

head  refpedively;  diftinguifliing  alfo  the  payment  into  the  ex* 

chequer ;  and  the  amount  of  the  balances  or  bills  in  the  hands  of 

the  feveral  officers  of  the  revenue  on  the  5th  days  of  January  1 799 

and  1800  refpedively,  applicable  to,  or  arifing  from,  the  revenues 

of  the  laid  year ;  together  with  the  amount  of  the  balance  remain-^^ 

.ing  in  the  exchequer  on  the  5th  of  January  1799  and  1800  re- 

fpefiively,  whether  appropriated  or  unappropriated ;  and  the  amount 

of  the  exchequer  bills,  navy  bills,  and  tranfport  bills,  iftued  for  tlie 

public  fervice  between  the  days  above-mentioned,  and  not  redeemed 

within  that  period-*  inclofing. 

Appendix  (A).  An  account  of  the  total  net  produce  paid  into  the 
exchequer  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms,  diftinguifliing  as  far  as  poftlble 
the  produce  on  every  feparate  article,  die  duties  on  which  fliall  have 
amounted  to  i.oool.  or  more  in  the  four  quarters  ended  the  5th 
January  i8oo. 

Appendix  (B,  i).  An  account  of  the  grofs  a£lual  receipt  in 
money,  charges  of  management,  and  taxes  re«paid  to  officers,  ex« 
ports,  allowances,  bounties^  penfions,  net  prodiice,  and  payments 
into  the  exchequer  of  the  duties  of  excife  and  malt  annual,  of  Eng-. 
land,  in  the  year  ending  jftb  Jamuaiy  1899 }  diftinguiQiin^  th^ 
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Appends  (E«  a).    Ahaeoount  qf  thebthiMidaelt^i.oriitt. 
mailiir^ln  the  bands  of»  the  deputy  poftmaftein  of  England,  the 
deputies  under  the  fartijpi  ofljce^  the  penny  poft^crfEcet  and  the 
.  receiver- general  I  'on  the  5th  January  1 7  99  and  the  5th  January 
1800  i  alfoi  an  aocdunt  of  the  faalanees  due  to  the  puUic  from  the 
'  deputy  p)ftmafieis  of  Scqdaod,  and  the  d^ty  poilmafter-gcneral 
on  the  $th  January  1799  and  5th  January  i8oo« 
•   Appendix  (F.  i).  An  account  of  the  grob'and  net  produce  add 
payments  into  the  exchequer  of  the  duty  of  one  (hilling  in  the  pound 
on  falaries  and  penfions  recdved  by  Mr.  Jdin  Lane,  as  receiver  /if 
the  faid  duty  in  England,  for  the  year  ended  the  5th  January 
1,800;  alio,  '    , 

Aecounu  of  Richard  Howard^  Efi}.  rpceiver-gencral  of  the  duty 
oiF  one  (hilling  in  the.  pound  on  penfions  and  falaries,  (faitii^his 
balances  on  the  5th  January  1799  and  5th  January  1800,  witk 
chaig^  of  management 

Appendix  (F.  2).  An  account  of  the  grofs  and  net  produce  and 
t»yments  into  the  exdiecjoer  of  the  duty  of  one  (hillihg  ih  the  pound 
on  penfions  and  (almies  in  Scotland  in  the  yetr  ended  5th  January 
1800,  with  the  feveral  payments  thereout  on  account  of  manager 
ment,  &e. ;  as  alio  the  amount  of  the  balances  on  the  5th  January 
§799  and  5th  January  1800,  whether  arifing  firom  the  produce  6i 
the  year  1 799,  or  of  any  preceding  year. 

Appendix  (G).  Ah  account  of  the  grols  produce  of  the  dediio* 
tions  of  (ix-pence  in  the  pound  on  "peniions  and  falaries  in  England 
and  Scotland,  di(Hngui(hing  eadi,  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
January  i^oo,  together  with  the  feveral  payments  thereout,  either 
into  the  excbequeri  or  on  account  of  management ;  aUb,  thf 
amount  of  the  balknces  due  by  or  to  the  reoeiver'*general  of  the 
faid  deduAiona,  oir  the  5th  of  January  1799  and  on  tlie  5th  of 
Jamliiry  i8oOk         v 

Appendix  (H)«  An  acQoUnC  of  the  gro(s  adual  receipt  of  moneys 
)f|6t  produce  and  payments  into  the  exchequer  of  the  jcvenue  arifing 
ffom  hackney  coadies  and  chtirs^  and  the  diaiges  of  nnnagement» 
within  the  year  ending  5th  January  1800,  with  the  amount  of  the 
Mance  In  the  hinds  of  the  itoeiver  of-tbe  fiiid  revenue  on  the  5  th 
January  1799  and  5^1- JanAry  i8oo« 

.  •  Appendix  (!)•  An-aieoount  of  the  grofs  receipt,  net  produce^  and 
i|et  payotents  into  the  exdiequer,  arifing  from  licences  granted  m 
hswkers  and  (edlan^  .tog^tbor  with  the  amount  of  the  chaigss  of 
nmntilBUti^U  in  ihd'  year  ended  jth  January  i8oq  ;  aUby  aa 
tMPliQt'  of  ^  b^lanees  wbich  were  to  the  JivKb  of  diogsDcnd* 
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fceetvte  of  the.  fiodi  ravmiie  on  liie  51b  Jaouai;  t 
January  1^0. 

Appendis  (K).  Arienaiion'oflioer-*AQ  account  of  Ac  gioTs  and 
not  produce  an^  payment  into  the  ex^hequer^  and  the  deri^  of  ihit 
hantper,  oh  account  of  prefine%  and  tlie*  amount  of  the  baianon  in 
the  hands  of  the  receiver-general  at  the  end  of  Hilaiy  Term  1799  ' 
and  Hilary  Term  1.800* 

Appendix  (L).  An  account  of  the, amount  of  the  produce  of  po(W 
i|net  received  by  John  Jenkinfon,  Efi]*  furveyor  and .  upceivdr^ 
general  of  the  greenwax  monqr,  between  the  5th  of  January  1 799 
and  thd  5th  January  i8po« 

Appendix  (M).  An  jtocount  of  the  ftveral  fums  of  money  ic»i> 
edved  at  tlK  exchequer,  in  the  year  ended  the  5th  January  x  8qq» 
on  acoount  of  rent  of  alam^-mines  and  of  lighNhoufes,  on  acoount 
of  monies  arifing  from  feizuresof  uncuflomed  and  prohibited  goodie 
on  account  of  compofitions,  on  acoount  of  proferii  and  on  account  of 
gll  monies  piid  ipto  the  exchequer  other  than  thole  arifing  firam  the 
public  revcnujfr 

Appendix  (N.  i  )•  Ao  aoeount  of  the  balances  due  to  the  public 
from  the  receivers-gqieral  of  the  land  revenues  for  En^and  and 
Wales  on  the  5th  day  of  January  17999  with  the  net  amount  of  all 
fubfequent  receipts  from  dience  to  the  5th  of  January  i8oo»  and 
alio  oJF  what  payments  have  been  mgde  diereoui  by  each  accountant 
between  thoTe  periods,  deducing  the  balances  the^fomy  tq  th^  5th 
of  January  i8oo. 

Appendix  (N.  2}.  An  account  of  the  two  half-yearly  dividenda 
of  flock  purchafed  by  the  £ile  of  crown  rents  by  Thomas  Cotton 
and  William  Mitibrdy  Efquires,  attomiea  for  receiving  the  Aid 
dividends  on  flock,  with  the  amount  of  the  payments  made  by  theoH 
and  to  what  purpoTes  applied,  in  the  year  ended  the  5th  o£  January 
1 800  ;  together  with  an  account  of  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
iaid  Thomas  Cotton  and  William  Mitfard,  Efquires,  on,  5th  of 
January  1799  and  sthof  January  i8oo» 

Appendix  (N.  3).  An  account  of  fines  paid  for  leafcs  of  crown 
lands  within  the  year  ending  5th  January  i8oo» 

Appendix  (O).  An  account  of  the  fums  received  into  the  ex- 
chequer, by  way  of  lottery,  between  the  5th  January  1799  and 
5th  January  1800 ;  tpgcther  with  the  amount  of  |he  feveral  pay^ 
mems  thereout  on  account  of  prizes,  and  Ukewife  for  chargeaol 
snaoagenient ;  alfo  an  acoount  of  the  net  profit  to  the  public^ 

Appendix  (P).  Ca(h  account  for  the  Englifli  and  Irilh  lottenea 
fi»or4be  5th  January  1799  fothc  I7tb  April  i8oo. 


134  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoAMdnt. 

Appendix  (Q.)*  An  account  of  money  received' by  volunmirf 
contributionsi  between  5th  January  J799  and  5th  Januaiy  1800. 

Appendix  (R\  An  account  of  the  total  fums  <^  money  which 
have  been  paid  into  the  exchequer,  t>n  account  of  public  loans, 
bcfwcen  the  5th  day  of  January  1799  and  the  jtb  day  of  January 
180c. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  do  lie  upon  the  table ;  and  that 
fueh  a  number  of  copies  be  printed  as  (hall  be  fufficient  for  the  uie 
of  the  members  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr,  Braggb  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  whom  It  was  referred  to  confider  of  granting%additional  duties  on 
fpirka  diftilled  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  the 
fdblutiohs  which  the  Committee  had  direded  him  to  report  to  the 
Hoofey  whidi  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwardi.  delivered  in  at 
|he  table,  where  the  fame  weresead  and  agreed  to  by  the  H<iufr, 
and  are  as  follow,  viz. 

Refdved,  That  the  duties  of  excpTe  now  pq^ble  for  or  in  refpcA 
of  (tills  ufed  for  diflilling  low  wines  or  fpirits,  and  .for  refiifytng. 
compounding,  or  mixing  fpirits  for  eonfomption  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  and  for  making  fptrits.forcxportetioii 
front  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Englai)d  to  that  part  ^f 
Great  Britain  called  Scottand,and'foror  in  reiped of. Brtti(h  fpirits. 
diflilled  for  confumption  in  th^  pstrt  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot- 
land, and  of  unmalted  grain  ufed  in  diAillatton  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland  (except  in  the  Highland  diftriA),  do 
ceafe  and  determine, 

Rcfolved,  That  an  annual  duty  of  one  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
per  gallon  be  charged  upon  the  content  of  every  (HU  ufed  /or 
making  fpirits  for  Imme  confumptipn  from  malt,  corn,  grain,  or 
Brictfh  materials,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  (ex- 
cept in  the  Highland  diftrid). 

Rcfolved,  That  an,  annual  duty  of  fix  hundred  and  feventy 
pounds'  per  gallon  be  charged,  upon  the  omtent  of  every  ftill  ufed 
in  making  fpirits  in  that  part  of  Great  Briuin  called  ScotlaiHiy  from 
melaiTes  or  fugar,  for  confumption  therein. 

Refolved,  That  an  annual  duty'  of  feven  hundred  and  fixty 
pounds  be  chaiged  upon  the  content  of  every  (till  ufed  ia  making 
fpirits  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  from  other 
foreign  materials  for  confumption  therein. 

Rcfolved,  That  an  annual  duty  of  one  hundred  antf  eight  pounds 
be  charged  upon  the  co^itcnt  of  every  ftiil  ufed  for  redifying,  com- 
.pounding,  or  mixing  fpirits  in  ihal  part  of  Great  ^itain  called 
Scotland^  for  confumption  therein. 
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•  * 

R^folvedy  Thajt  a  duty  of  fix-pence  be  chaiged  upon  everj;  gallon 
of  fpirits  diflilled  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  for 
oonfumption  th^n. 

Rcfol vcd»  That  a  diitf  of  two*pence  bsilfpcnny  be  chai^ged  upon 
every  gallon  of  worts  or  wa(h  brewed  or  n»ade  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland  (except  in  the  Highland  diftridl),  for 
ex^rading  fpirtts  from  malt,  corn,  grain,  or  B^iiilh  material,  for 
confumption  therein.  ; 

Refolved,  That  a  duty  of  two-pence  halfpenny  be  charged  upcyi 
every  gallon  of  worts  or  wa(h  brewed  or  made  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scodand,  for  extra£ling  fpirits  from  melaObs.  or  fugar, 
forconfumption  tisercin.  -     . 

Reiblvcd»  That  a  duty  of  two-pence  halfpenny  be  charged  u^pon 
every  gallon  of  worts  or  wafli  brewed  or  made  in  thatpartof  Gre^ 
Britain  called  Scotland^  foir  extrading  fpirits  from  other  ferc%n 
materials,  for  confumption  therein. 

Refolvedt  That  a  duty  of  three  (hillings  be  charged  upon  every 
gallon  of  fpirits  didilled  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
and  imported  into  that  part  qf  Great  Britain  called  Scotland* 

Refolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  two  ads  nsracfe  In  the  thirty* 
eighth  and  thirty-ninth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefcnt  Majefiyi  for 
ihc  relation  of  the  diftlUeries  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
Scotland,  which  were  to  continue  in  force  until  the  x  oth  day  of 
November  1800,  Cb'ould  be  further  continued. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  upon  the  (aid  refolutions-; 
and  that  Mr.  Bragge,  Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Long,  and  Mr.  Douglas,  do 
j{>rqpare  and  bring  in  (he  fame. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Fridajf  yune  ao- 

The  royal  aflent  was.  given,  by  commiffion,  to  f3xty*feven  bfibi 
#f  variotis  deicriptions.  Among  them  were  the  following  State  bills 
and  important  ads:  the  Income  Tax  Bill«-«-thc  Lottery«->-the 
Judges'  Salaries^-*the  Rye  Importation  Duty— the  Blubber  Duly^ 
—the  Public  Accountants— the  Cuftoms  Regulation— the  Entailed 
Eftaies— the  Wet  Docks— the  Ruffell  Square— the  Afylum  In^ 
C9rporation<«-*and.the  Vagrant  Bills* 

The  Lords  Commiflioners  on  this  occafion  were  the  Lord 
Chamdiory  the  Duke  of  Po«tlaod|  and  Earl  Spencer. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMC»^. 

FrUaj^  yum  do. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved  rhe  order  of  the  dty  Tor  the  Roide 
to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Conmitttee  on  the  bill  for  the  Union  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  :  which  being  read,  the  Hoiife  refolved 
itfelf  accordingly  ;  Lord  Templein  the  chair.  The  bill  then  pafled 
.Ihniugh  the  Connnltteci  the  report  was  brought  up,  ahd  ordered  to 
be  received  on  Monday  next. 

Sir  ]^OHN  Anderson  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  die 
diird  reading  of  the  bill  for  rendering  more  efl^dual  the  ad  of 
James  I.  and  fubfequent  ftatutes  for  the  recovery  of  fmall  debts  in 
Che  city  of  London ;  which  being  read» 

'  'Mr.  JEKYLL  faid  he  ityfe  to  oppofe  the  bill,  and  regretted  that 
one  of  fuch  importance  (hould  be  brought  forward  at  fo  late  a  pe<i- 
riod  of  the  feflioni  now  hear  its  end. 

_  » 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords  defirii^  the  attendance  of  the  Com* 
mons  to  hear  a  commiflion  read>  authoriiing  certain  commiflionert 
to  n6tify  the  royal  aflent  to  feveral  billsi  interrupted  Mr.  Jekyll  and 
.tailed  G^  the  Hode  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.. 

TheSPBAKBR^  when  he  returned,  acquainted  the  Houfe  that 
the  royal  aflent  was  given  to  the  Lottery  Bill,  the  Income  Bill,  and 
to  a  jiumber  of  private  bills. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  then  refumed,  and  faid  that  be  Rood  in  need  of 
no  "apology  for  the  objeflions  he  fhould  now  make  to  this  bill,  as 
they  were  fuch  as  he  made  before  in  179$  and  1796,  when  the 
fiUnc  ^ifporfhy  Alderman  ^ Andcrfen)  had .  attempted  to  -emy  bith 
fimilar  to  this,  but  which  Irom  the  objafiions  he  made  at  that  time,  - 
with  the  aid  and  afliftance  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Pitt)  whom  he  did  not  now  fee  ia  his  place,  and  who  then  of^ofed 
the  latter  meafuie,  the  worthy  Alderman  was  obliged  to  abandon 
alijd  withdnw  it.  He  was  TuiprHed  the  honourable  member  flwuM 
i>tiflg  k  forward  «pin,  as  k  did  not  deforvo  encouragement.  Mr. 
jekyll  gave  «  <lMt  abftraA  of  ihe  fife  and  progrefs  of  courts  of  re» 
ipseOs ;  the  firft  of  ivhich,  he  faid,  originated  in  an  order  of  coun* 
idl,  which  was  no  great  feoommendation  to  favour,  and  from  what 
lie  knew  and  heard  of  them,  fo  Ur  was  he  from  extending  their  ju* 
rifdidion  to  the  fumof  5!.  thathewillMd  a  bill  was  broug|btin  for 
the  aboliiion  of  tbeiil  ahogether.  The  perfons  who  fat  «s  judges, 
he  faidy  were  inconipetenr^  there  wa^mueh  injoftice  in  fuch  deci* 
fions  \  Che  parties  were  examined  upon  oath,  and  believed  :  thit 
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kd  to  perjury,  jobbing,  intrigue,  and  difhoneftj^,  and  thus  the  objeA 
and  end  of  the  fuit  was  defeated.  The  court  of  requefts  in  the  city* 
of  London  was  compofed  of  the  common  council  ;  he  did  not  wf(h 
**  fo  tell  the  fecrets  of  the  prifon-houfc,"  but  would  fay,  that  thirf 
bill  might  become,  in  the  hands  of  fuch;  an  engine  of  oppreflion; 
The  Houfe  fhould  paufe  before  it  paiTed  fuch  a  bill,  and  the  more 
cfpecially  when  their  exifted  two  courts  of  record  already,  namely, 
the  Lord  Mayor's  and  SherifTs  courts,  where  they  proceeded  by 
judges  and  a  jury.  Should  the  expence  of  thofe  courts  be  made  an 
objedlion,  that  expence  could  be  reformed  by  the  court,  as  it  was 
not  fuch  as  arofe  from  the  neceflary  expences  of  the  fuit,  but  fuch  aa 
the  courts  had  impofed  and  made.  The  expences  of  fuit  in  thofe 
courts  were  fmall ;  the  jury  was  impanndled  at  the  rate  of  two- 
pence per  juror,  and  the  parties  had  the  full  benefit  of  the  trial  by 
jary.  He  lamented  that  the  objedion  which  lay  againft  thofe 
courts,  lay,  in  a  gireat  meafure,  againft  all  courts,  where  the  cofis  in 
them  were  a  great  fcourge  to  the  community.  But  as  the  courts 
were*  competent  to  bring  down  thofe  cods,  he  would  aik  why  the 
worthy  Alderman  had  not  turned  this  in  his  mind,  and  efie^ed 
a  reform  in  this  point,  leaving  the  conffitutional  parts  found  and 
entire  behind  for  the  benefit  of  the  fubjeS  ?  On  this  fubjeQ  he 
did  not  mean  to  fpeak  at  random,  as  fuch  a  ufeful  reform  was  intro- 
duced in  the  court  of  Whitechapel,  a  court  under  a  particular 
franchife,  by  a  refpedable  gentleman,  the  common  ferjeant,  by  a  bill 
brought  into  Parliament  for  that  purpofe,  preferving  to  it  the  trial 
by  jury,  and  the  allowance  of  two-pence  to  each  juror.  He  thought 
it  better  to  imitate  this  bill,  than  to  fram^one  for  extending  the 
jurifidifiion  of  the  prefent  courts.  Should  this  bill  pafs  into,  a  law, 
all  the  petty  courts  throughout  the  kingdom  would  apply  for  the 
fame  extenfion  of  power,  to  the  injury  of  right  and  juftice.  The 
fum  of  5I.  was  fet  up  in  the  bill,  the  fum  to  which  the  jurifdidion 
of  the  court  is  to  reach,  inftead  of  40s.  by  way  of  ratio ;  but  on 
this  principle  there  would  be  room  opened  for  altering  the  rates  in 
other  concerns,'  and  thus  the  landmarks  of  the  law  would  be  infen- 
fibly  removed,  and  the  limits  broken  down.  He  underftood  that  not 
one  of  the  city  officers,  nor  of  the  twdve  judges,  had  been  even  con- 
fulted  on  this  bill,  which  was  to  him,  he  faid,  extraordinary.  He 
aiked,  whether  the  propofers  of  the  bill .  were  aware,  that  cafes 
might  arife,  by  this  new  extenfion  of  power,  of  which  thofe  who 
were  to  judge  would  be  altogether  ignorant,  wholly  difqualified^o 
determine  caufes  arifing  on  the  ftatlite  of  limitations,  &c<  &c.  This 
furely  was  fufficient  to  call  up  fome  confideration  before  fuch  a 
bill  was  pa0ed,  and  ought  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  reflet  on  it|  as 
Vou  XIL  T 
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it  muft  throw  the  jurifdidiion  of  fuch  caufes  into  hand*  dtfqstalified 
to  manage  them. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  laid,  that  he  never  heard, 
nor  underfiood,  that  any  obje£tion  was  ever  tn^kdc  againft  the  ad- 
miniftratkm  of  juftice  in  the  courts  of  requeft  of  London.     The 
objedion,  he  faid,  was  to  the  eictcnding  the  juriidi&ion  from  the 
fum  of  40S.  to  5!.  and  to  enable  perfons  without,  as  well  as  Husie 
within  the  city,  to  apply  for  the  recovery  of  debts  within  the  city» 
There  is^no  fiirther  i/dterference  with  the  law  as  it  ftaivis  ;  it  gives 
no  jurifdiAioo  over  a£lions  fer  aflauits,  &c.  ;  and  though  he  con« 
'  feffed  he  agreed  tnofi  cordially  with  the  honourable  gentkman  (Mr, 
Jekyll)  in  praife  of  juries,  yet  that  would  not  lead  him  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  thofe  courts,  as,  in  many  inflances,  it  would  leave  the  party 
aggrieved  without  remedy,  as  there  would  be  no  akernative  between 
the  abfolute  lofs  of  a  froall  fum  of  money,  from  the  expence^  of  an 
a£i!on  at  law,  and  the  eafy  recovery  by  a  fummary  proceeding.  The 
queAion  then  was,  to  what  extent  the  jurifdidion  ihould  go  r  and 
on  that  it  fhottld  be  conddcred,  that  the  fum  of  5I.  is  not  equrvalcnt 
to  40s.  in  value,  relatively  conddcred  with  refpedl  to  the  times,  and 
would  gentlemen  give  no  right  for  a  fummary  recovery  between 
40S.  and  5I.     He  commented  on  the  courts  which  were  jufi  dc* 
fcrtbcd  ;  he  faid  he  would  extend  his  inquiries  concerning  them : 
but  on.  the  view  of  fuch  juries,  of  juries  who  attended  for  two- pence 
a  man,  he  was  led  to  afk,  what  ufe  thetie  could  be, in  fuch  juries,  who 
attended  for  this  price,  and  to  whom,  he  underfbood,  it  was  an  in- 
dticemem  to  attend;  and  what  influence  could  fuch   a  judge   atf 
mentioned  have  over  fuch  j  uries?  Such  a  jury,  he  would  fupiMife,  were 
always  ready  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  judge,  the  law,  and  the  ia6t ; 
and,  as  fuch,  he  did  not  fee  that  thcfe  courts  could  be  one  jot  better 
than  thofe  which  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Jekyll)  defcribed 
as  fo  corrupt.     He  would  flate  the  advantage,  in   point  of  cofls, 
that  would  arife  from  this  bill,  and  that  was,  that  no  cofls  could 
exceed  5s.    lod.     The/ courts  defcribed  in  preference  exceeded 
double  that  fum,  and,  in  feme  adions  which  were  tried  in  thofie 
courts,  the  cofte  turned  out  to  be  treble  the  amount  of  the  original 
debt.     This  limitation  of  the  cofis  was  a  great  improvement,  as 
they  cannot  exceed  the  fum  firft  fpecifled;  and  ihould  give  i)ic  pre- 
ference to  the  plan  propofcd  over  the  SherifTs  court,  which  he  de- 
fcribed as  expenfive  and  vexatious.     Such  an  aft  asxhishas  juft 
paHcd.  in  Scotland,  and  met  with  approbation  ;  and  he  thought  the 
prcfent  bill  entitled  to  every  attention* 

Sir  J.  ANDERSON  laid  it  was  impofliblc  to  add  any  thing  to 
the  arguments  of  his  right  honourable  friend.     Pie  would  juft 

I 


JirNB  20.}  DEBATESi         '  K39 

iate,  that,  on  a  rehtive  value,  51,  wa»  not  equivale^  to  theanticnC 
4.0s. ;  and  that  the  courts  of  the  city  of  London  for  the  recovery  of 
fmall  debts  were  filled  by  highly  refpedable  perfoinsy  by  perfons 
chofen  from  the  common  council^  or  poflTeired  of  property^  to  the 
amount  of  i  oool.  Sir  John  then  dated  a  lift  of  diftrcffes  ariflng 
from  adions  where  the  debt,  in  one  inftancc,  was  2I.  1 4s.  and 
then  rofe  up,  in  this  felf-(ame  SheriflF's  court,  to  61.  7s.  4.6. ;  ano-> 
thcr  2I.  5s.  which  got  up  to  4I.  159.  6d.  and  for  which  the  poor 
wretch  was  doomed  to  a  gaol.  He  hoped  no  member  would  adopt 
the  opinion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  all  the  judges  had  ap- 
proved of  the  bill,  and  there  was  no  afperfion  on  the  admininration 
of  juftice  in  the  city  of  London  ;  and  he  could  farther  add^  that 
there  was  not  one  of  the  law  officers  of  the  city  who  was  not  con- 
fulted.     He  trufted  the  bill  would  pafs. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  was  no  friend  to 
courts  of  confcience  in  gerieral  \  but  this  was  of  fo  peculiar  and  re- 
fpe£^able  a  condkion,  beii^  formed  from  out  of  the  twenty-four 
.  wards  of  the  citv,  and  framed  in  fuch  a  manner  that  no  tman  could 
be  tempted  to  create  an  intereft  by  injuftice,  as  his  fitting  as  a 
judge  was  limited.  The  Mayor  and  Sheriff's  courts  were  com- 
pofed  of  the  loweft  of  the  peoplci  who  came  for  the  two-pence  they 
received,  and,  as  fuch,  he  could  not  but  difcourage^them.  He  then 
entered  on  the  fuperior  juftitre  that  would  refutt  from  this  plan,  and 
enforced  the  arguments  of  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls  and  Sir  John 
Anderibn.  On  the  reforip  of  thofe  courts  he*  faid,  that,  with  the 
afliftance  of  the  late  Mr.  Juftice  BuUer,  he  had  turned  his  thoughts 
to  this  fubjed  ;  but  they  both  found  it  eittromely  delicate  and  diffi- 
cult, and  thought  once  to  have  propofed  fomething  like  a  form  of 
procefs  for  the  recovery  of  debts  which  they  have  in  Ireland,  called 
a  civil  bill,  but  never  proceeded  further  in  it*  He  then  gave  his 
vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  faid,  that  as  the  harmony  of 
the  law  was  already  ably  difcufifed  by  the  learned  gentlemen  who 
had  fpoken,  he  (bould  addrefs  himfelf  to. the  common  fenfe  of  the 
Houic.  As  a  Legiflature;  it  was  their  duty  not  only  to  give  the 
people  good  •  laws,  but  alfo  a  facility  of  appealing  to  them.  This 
was  not  in  general  the  cafe ;  and  one  main  objed  of  the  prcfent 
meafure  was,  that  people  who  had  juft  and  lawful  claims  (hould  no( 
be  xleterred  from  profecuting  tiiem  by  the  exorbitaiKy  of  the  ex- 
pence,  equally  ruinous  to  the  creditor  and  honcft  dcbtorj  who  maj 
be  involved  by  utifortunate  circumftancef* 

Mr.  JEKY1.L  explained.     He  denied  the  judges  had  beea 
«onfalted«     He  thought  the  courts  themfelve$  could  reform  thofe 
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great  cods  which  made  them  fo  objedionablei  and  that  jurors  at 
two-pence  a  man  wese  competent  to  decide.  He  then  moved,  as 
an  amendment,  **  That  the  bill  be  read  this  day  three  months." 

Sir  JOHN  ANDERSON    re-ftatcd,  that  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  was  taken,  and  that  it  was  in  favour  of  the  meafure. 

The^amendment  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  YORKE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  Committee  on 
the  Bread  Afllze  bill,  which  was  read. 

Sir  JOHN  ANDERSON  moved  an  inflruflion  to  the  faid  Com- 
mittee, that  a  claufe  (hould  be  made  extending  the  provifions  of  the 
bill  to  the  city  of  London,  and  within  ten  miles  of  the  metropolis  ; 
which  was  agreed  to :  and  alfo,  that  the  table  of  aflfize  (hould  be 
extended,  on  account  of  the  extended  price  of  wheat. 

The  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  this  bill  was  to  repeal  a  former 
bill  brought  in  on  petition  ;  and  the  defire  of  the  petitioners  was, 
that  this  claufe  (hould  be  introduced,  fuch  being  neceflary  to  fane- 
lion  the  proceeding. 

The  inflrudlion  was  alfo  agreed  to* 

The  bill^  then  paffcd  through  the  Committee,  and  the  report  was 
immediately  received  arid  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  a  Committee  on  an  cngroiled  bill  from  the  Lords,  intituled  "  A 
bill  for  the  Regulation  of  Executory  Devifcs.-*  The  Houfe  went 
into  a  Committee. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  declared  his  opinion  to  be 
adverfe  to  the  bill ;  but  in  deference  to  thofe  great  chara^ers  who 
framed  it,  he  would  content  himfelf  with  fuggefting  fuch  amend- 
nicnts  ;^s  would  remove  doubts  in  litigation,  and  better  fuit  it  to  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  intended.  With  this  view,  he  inoved 
(bme  alterations  in  the  preamble. 

Mr.  BUXTON  entered  at  fome  length  into  the  objcftions  whith 
-prefcntcd  themfelves  to  the  bill.  He  thought  there  (hould  be  no 
obilacle  to  a  man's  difpofing  of  his  property  even  in  a  capricious 
manner  if  he  thought  proper,  if  it  was  not  likely  to  operate  to  the 
injury  of  the  State.  It  was  nccelfary  that  the  bulk  of  the  people 
0iould  be  very  poor,  in  order  to  render  them  laborious ;  that  the 
lower  ranks  (hould  have  but  little  property,  in  order  to  excite  their 
induRry  ;  and  that  there  (hould  be  fome  extremely  rich,  to  fupply 
the  State  in  cafes  of  imminent  exigency,  and  advance  fchemes  and 
enterprifes  which  required  capital.  All  thefe  had  gone  on  very  well 
as  the  law  Hood  at  prefent,  and  he  faw  an  infurmountable  objection 
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to  limitations  in  point  of  time,  which  would  interfere  with  marriage 
fectlementSy  with  the  growth  of  timber,  with  provilions  for  future 
generations,  &c.  But  though  many  of  thefe  might  be  met  and  ob* 
viated  by  «xprefs  proviiions,  yet  innumerable  other  cafes  would  ftarC 
up>  for  which  it  was  impoflible  to  make  provilion  before  hand  ;  and 
at  all  events  he  thought  that  the  teftator  (hould  be  at  liberty  to 
make  what  difpoiicions  he  pleafed^  for  three  lives,  or  tweilty-one 
years. 

Mr.  PIERREPONT  thought  it  wrong  that  a  bill  of  fuch 
magnitude,  and  to  which  there  were  fuch  fcrious  objedions,  (hould 
be  difcuffed  in  fo  very  thin  a  Houfe.  He  would  therefore  fuffcr  ic 
to  go  no  farther  at  this  time,  but  move  that  th&  Chairman  fhould 
report  progrefs,  and  afk  leave  to  lit  again.  After  a  few  observa- 
tions, tbi£  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mjmdoj^  June   23. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  Monadic  Inditution  bill  being  read, 
Mr.  WINDHAM  rofc  and  faid,  "  Did  any  neceffity  exift  for 
a  retraining  meafure  of  this  kind,  I  know  none  more  unexceptionable 
than  the  prefent  one  propfed.  But  with  all  the  inquiries  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  and  with  all  the  fagacity  I  have  been  able  to 
exercife,  though  I  have  even  Arained  my  eyes  to  find  out  a  plaufible 
or  fufficient  caufe  for  the  prefent  proceeding,  I  have  been  wholly 
difappointed  in  my  objetf^.  Inftead  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
fpringing  up  again  into  importance,  its  friends  have  to  fear  a 
change  of  quite  a  different  kind.  I  myfelf  have  upon  fome  occa- 
fions  been  confidered  as  a  pretty  good  alarmift,  though  on  the  pre- 
fent one  my  feelings,  I  confcfs,  are  rather  obtufe.  Whether  or  no 
my  fears  for  the  common  fafety  of  Europe  may  abforb  alV- other 
confiderations  of  danger,  or  that  I  fee  things  in  a  jufter  point  of 
light  than  thofe  who  fupport  the  bill,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay.-— 
What,  however,  can  be  more  abfurd,  than  to  fuppofe  that  in  the 
prefent  order  of  things,  in  this  aera  of  the  world,  at  the  latter  end  of 
the  eighteen  hundredth  century,  (or  if  you  plcafe  at  the  beginning 
of  the  century  1801),  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  French  Revolution, 
in  the  general  renunciation  of  every  Popifh  tenet  throughout  Europe,  ' 
when  the  fate  even  of  that  quarter  of  the  globe  is  trembling  in  the 
balance,  and  the  period  is  arrived  which  mu(^  cither  ertablilh  or  over- 
turn for  ever  the  power  of  France,  any  juft  apprehcnfion  can  be 
entertained  of  the  fpread  and  dominion  of  Popery  ?  Some  gentle* 
men  there  arc,  of  heated  imaginations,  who  attribute  r.ll  the  cala^- 
mities  which  have  lately  arifen  to^hp  efFe£ks  and  operation  of  Popeiy^ 
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Poper/i  thcykjf  produced  the  D'Alcmberts,  the  Didcrots,  and  the 
VoitaireSy  who  in  their  turn  contributed  to  its  downfall :  and  even 
our  countiymen  Hume  and  Gibbon  were  made  infidels  by  the  hor* 
rors  of  Popery.  The  opinions  of  fuch  perfons,  chen»  it  feenis»  have 
produced  thefe  calamities  ;  and  in  the  time  of  thefe  calamities,  the 
re-produ6lion  of  thofe  opinions  which  originally  gave  birth  to  them 
is  become  matter  of  fcrious  dread  and  expectation.  Thofe  who 
reafon  in  this  way  make  ufe  indeed  of  an  admirable  antiperiftafis. 
Qualities  are  faid  fometimcs  to  produce  their  oppoJttes  ;  thus  heat 
produces  cold.  On  this  principle^  indeed,  the  efieds  of  infidelity, 
with  all  its  concurrent  ciiicumilances,  may  be  to  produce  religion. 
But,  on  taking  a  furvey  of  Europe,  I  cannot  fee  any  imminent  dan- 
ger of  this  fort.  But  what  is  the  danger  fpoken  of?  Why,  there 
are  three  or  four  thoufand  emigrant  priel^s  in  the  country.  I  admit, 
this  argument,  taken  by  itfelf,  is  a  good  one  ;  but  gentlemen  ou^ht 
to  look  furtlicr.  In  the  time  of  Agricola,  the  northern  inb-n^iiints 
ofthisifland  were  held  in  difregard,  and  did  not  much  invi'/i  the 
Roman  arms.  From  this  rht-y  fupporeJ  they  vcrc  braver  than 
their  fouthern  neighbours,  who  were  conquered  by  the  Romnns.—- 
To  apply  this  to  tlve  prefent  occtifion,  I  would  fay,  we  fee  four  or 
five  thoufand  Poplfli  pricfts  in  this  country.  Thefe  are  the  wreck 
of  three  hundred  thcuiCmd  who  once  flourifhed  in  France,  but 
were  fuppreffcd.  A  few  firagglers  only  have  come  to  us,  who 
happily  furvivcd  the  dcflru61ion  of  the  Gallic  church.  This  gene- 
ral overthrow  and  abafement  have  weakened  more  the  Catholic 
faith  than  any  endeavours  of  the  remaining  few  who  adhere  to  it 
can  efFcdl  towards  its  reftoration.  They  have  no  idea  of  the  kind. 
They  cfteem  themfelvcs  weak  and  fallen.  The  fupporters  of  the 
prefent  bill  only  fvvxll  them  into  importance,  and  fuppofe  them  capa- 
ble of  performing  a  taflc  their  more  numerous  brethren  were  une- 
qual to.  Thofe  who  have  fled  to  us  for  prote£lion  are  but  mifcr- 
9ble  rerqains  as  to  their  means  and  power,  though  not  as  to  the 
virtues  they  have  uniformly  difplayed.  What  danger  then  can  be 
fufpeded  from  them  ?  Where  the  means  are  fo  difproportionate, 
why  (hould  we  fear  the  end  ?  I  muft  confider,  therefore,  this  bill 
as  w'holly  ufelefs.  Where  no  danger  exiils,  no  precaution  5s  necef- 
fary — where  no  difeafe,  no  remedy.  When  I  think  of  the  rcadinefs 
with  which  perfuns  are  apt  to  call  for  the  interference  of  the  Houfe, 
J  confider  it  as  one  of  the  evils  of  the  times.  The  Courts  below 
keep  up  their  price — there  we  find  no  frivolous  applications ;  the 
experiment  is  too  coflly — Parliament  only  is  cheap.  The  Legifla- 
fure  is  as  acceflible  as  the  parifh  pump  :  it  may  be  worked  by  the 
fir  ft  man  who  choofes  to  put  his  hand  to  it.   This  alone  is  a  fCiffici* 
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•HC  X€Albn  why  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  fhould  put  alldp  to  the  fuidier 
progreis  of  the  bill.  If,  however^  we  are  to  go  on  with  it,  let  us 
eonfider  what  other  objcdions  there  may  be.  Th«  form  of  an  ar« 
gument  has  been  adduced  in  its  fupport, 

'*  If  form  indeed  it  had,  which  form  had  none 
•♦  Diftinguifhable  in  member,  joint  orlimb,*** 

that  thefc  mifcrablc  remains  of  the  church  of  France  will  revive  thp 
Monkifh  fupcrftitions. — But  how  can  this  be.thecafe ;  or,  if  it  was, 
what  mifchiefs  could  enfue  ?  What  is  there  fo  abhorrent  in  a  con- 
vent ;  or,  what  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  one  kA  more  thaa 
another  ?  I  do  not  mean  to  go  into  the  queftion  of  monadic  iniUtu- 
tions,  or  to  undertake  their  defence  ;  but  I  will  fay,  that  nothing 
can  be  more  weak,  indecent,  or  oflTenfive,  than  the  arguments  ge« 
nerally  adduced  againft  them.  Why  any  pcrfon  who  voluntarily 
configns  himfelf  to  mortifying  penalties  and  folitude  (hould  be  con- 
demned and  retrained  in  the  free  exercife  of  his  wifhes,  I  know 
not :  pie^,  to  be  fure,  may  not  require  the  many  privations  he  lays 
himfelf  under  ;  but  let  him  either  be  an  afcctic  or  a  maniac^  it  is 
no  concern  of  mine.  The  effc£\  of  his  condudl  is  confined  to  him- 
felf, and  is  the  concern  of  no  other  perfon.  In  no  one  inilance  has 
the  hoftility  of  proteftant  divines  been  more  difplayed  than  againfl: 
the  afcetics  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  Man^  by  his  nature,  perhaps, 
is  more  apt  to  find  fault  with  and  condemn  thofe  exceflive  virtues 
which  put  him  to  the  blu(h,  than  the  blacked  and  moft  extravagant 
vices.  Every  man  is  the  rule  of  his  own  conduct.  One  difpofjtion 
may  require  more  mortification  than  another,  and  the  ftronger 
(hould  pofTefs  charity  for  the  weaker  brother.  Some  may  be  driven 

''  To  leave  a  world  where  ftrong  temptations  lie, 
**  And  when  they  cannot  conquer  learn  to  fly." 

I  (bbuld  be  glad  to  know  why  a  fociety  of  antient  maids,  who  may 
unite  tc^ether,  and  agree  not  to  go  beyond  their  garden  walls,  are 
Icfs  refpedablc  or  Icfs  virtuous  than  the  fame  number  of  ladies  dif- 
perfcd  abroad,  who  coUedi  parties  at  whift,  or  at  any  other  amufe- 
ment.  It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  confidcration  what  refearches  have 
been  carried  on  in  nK)nafteries,  what  inventions  thence  take  their 
origin,  and  what  voyages  miflionaries  from  that  fchool  have  per- 
formed. This  circumAance  makes  us  refpeft  the  inhabitants  of 
cltuftcrs  and  their  inflitutions.  The  hope  of  a  convent  has  been  the 
fopport  of  many.  It  is  a  laft  retreat,  where  they  (hun  the  cares 
•nd  misfortunes  of  life.  In  this  country,  however,  fuch  an  inftitu- 
Cion  is  graced  with  no  veneration  ;  its  devotees  are  not  marked  w  ith 
any  peculiar  degree  of  ianAity.     One  great  caufe,  therefore,  of  for- 
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£dcing  the  world  by  feclufion  in  thefe  places,  is  wanting  in  this 
country.  When  the  Church  of  Rome  was  in  the  plenitude  of  its 
power,  the  profelytes  to  its  tenets  were  numerous,  and  its  do£^rine» 
thus  brpught  into  exercife  mig^t  be  attended  with  fome  danger  la 
this  country.  Now,  however,  when  the  predominance  of  another 
perfiiafion  exifts,  and  in  the  degraded  fiate  of  the  Catholic  church 
befide,  a  Papi(bis  no  more  an  objedt  of  fear  or  fufpicion  than  any 
other  feflary.  Toleration  demands  that  a  (late  (hould  be  indiffe- 
rent to  all  religious  opinions  which  do  not  zffeA  its  own  internal 
tranquillity  or  fafety.  A  State,  I  own,  has  a  right  to  patronife  what 
eilabltibment  it  plcafes,  but  not  to  fupprefs  the  freedom  of  opinion  or 
diiTent.  Some  opinions,  it  is  true,  are  dangerous,  and  thefe  a  State 
ihould  not  be  indifferent  to.  Such  were  the  opinions  of  the  United 
Iriffimen.  But  if  a  fet  of  nuns  chofe  to  make  vows  of  celibacy,  it 
is  voluntary  on  their  part,  and  no  redraint  (Iiould  be  impofed  upon 
them.  If,  therefore,  without  any  danger  from  Popery,  pu  attempt 
to  lay  its  profcffbrs  under  needlefs  re&ridlions,  you  legiflate  on  very 
delicate  grounds.  It  is  right  to  fave  one  man  from  the  a£l  of  ano- 
ther, but  not  to  favc  him  from  the  aft  of  himfclf.  According  to 
the  beft  information  I  have  received,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  in- 
terior of  a  convent  is  that  fccnc  of  vice  or  woe  which  it  has  moft 
commonly  been  reprefcnted  to  be ;  and  if  perfons  choofe  to  fpcnd 
their  lives  within  fuch  walls,  the  Legiflature  have  no  right  to  rcfcue 
them  from  their  own  determinations.  By  this  bill  perfons  are  to 
be  prevented  from  making  vows  ;  but  there  is  no  inffance,  I  be- 
lieve, of  a  woman  in  an  Englifli  convent  who  has  not.  paffed  hqr 
noviciate  in  another  country.  But,  to  go  back  to  the  fubjeft  of  con- 
verts, I  fay  that  the  law  (hould  not  ihterfere  to  prevent  converts  ta 
Popery,  any  more  than  to  any  other  fedls  and  perfuafions.  If,  in* 
deed,  converfion  to  Popery  were  an  evil,  law  is  not  its  proper  re- 
medy. The  Divines  of  the  Effabliffied  Church  fhould  feed  their 
flocks  with  fpiritual  food,  and  thus  enable  them  to  withffand  the  poi- 
fon  of  delulion.  Inffeadof  this,  they  are  too  fond  of  railing  the  cry 
"  the  church  is  in  danger  !"  If  profclytifm  exifts,  it  is  a  difgrace 
only  to  that  clergyman  in  whofe  pariffi  it  takes  place.  What,  if 
they  do. their  duty,  can  members  of  the  Church  of  England  fear  i 
They  meet  their  antagoniffs  oni  more  than  equal  terms.  Should 
any  one  indeed  attempt  to  preach  up  the  rights  of  man,  or  teach  in- 
fubordination  to  lawful  authority  ;  to  filence  fuch  would  then  be  a 
work  of  neceflity  :  but  Popery  has  nothing  in  it  of  this  dangerous 
tendency,  and  may  be  met  fairly  ii>  the  field  of  argument.  But  if 
a  line  of  conduft  be  adopted  (imllar  to  that  which  ipduces  pcrfoim 
to  apply  to  the  Legiflature  to  protedl  themfelves  by  penalties  and 


ftatutes)  where  they  are  entirely  carelefs  aix)i]t  themfelveSi  and  would 
rather  defend  their  property  by  a£ls  of  Parliament  than  by  a  qOick* 
(tt  hedge  ;  what  can  pcrfons  thus  a^ing  expe£l|  but  that  advantage 
(hould  be  taken  of  thHrfupincnefs  ?  Succefs,  and  the  protedibn  of 
the  laws,  belong  rightly  to  a  different  clafs,  ytplantibus  mn  dormien^ 
tibus*     Penal  laws  can   never  defend   tlie  country  againft  Popery. 
I  cannot  help  making  the  remark  here,  that  ^opinion  may  be  too 
much  under  the  prote<5lioil  of  law.     A  little  oppolition  is  no  bad 
thing,  it  makes  perfons  attentive  to  their  duty,  and  may  be  as  ufc* 
ful  in  the  chuich  as  in  the  fenate.      In   the  phytical  and    moral 
body,  oppofition  tends  to  keep  up  the  proper  tone  of  health.     Did 
the  earth*  fpontaneoudy  produce  every  thing  for  the  ufe  of  man,  the 
ftiort-fighied  philofophcr   might  fay    it  was  1^x11 ;   but  nature  ha« 
wifely  ordained  it  othcrwife.     Every  thing   valuable  is  to  be  ac- 
quired and  preferved  by  labour.     In  this  point  of  view  I  (hould 
deprecate  the  bill  gentlemen  uifh  to  bring  in,  as  it  tends  to  narrow 
the  field  of  intclled^ual  exercife  and  fair  difcuflion.    Another  objec- 
tion  againft  the  bill  is,  that  it  raifes  prejudices  in  the  minds  of  the 
illiberal,  againft  a  numher  of  unoffending  perfons,  who  have  fled  to 
our  fhores  from  the  tempcft  which  threatened  their  dcftruftion.— 
When  this  lluill  fubfide,  they  will  be  very  ready  to  feck  their  owti 
country  again,  and  carry  all  their  offenlrve  cufloms  and  fentiments 
along  with  them.     But  why  fliould  we  Tend  them  back  lame  and 
crippled  ?  While  they  remained  here,  it  was  not  generous  to  mark 
them  out  asobjeAsof  public  fcorn  and  fufpiclon.     An  honourable 
gentleman  oppofitc  (Mr.  T.  Jones)  has  called  this  a  nun-baiting 
bill.      I,  however,  am  their  defender  ;  and  the  bull  hi mfelf  turned 
into  a  baiter,  is  running  furioufly  among  the  nuns.     Now,  Sir^ 
there  is  another  evil  to  be  remedied,  or  a  danger  to  be  avoided  by 
this  bill.     As  to  danger  to  the  State,  every  perfon  muft  feout  the  • 
idea.      If  convcrfion  be  the  evil  complained  of,  why  is  that  greater 
in  this  cafe  than  in  that  of  the  fedlaries  ?   I  have  heard  it  as  an  ar- 
gument for  the  bill,  that  if  it  will  do  no  great  go(x!,  it  will  do  no 
hurt  :  but  this  I  deny,  fo  long  as  unjuft  prejodice  is  liable  to  fpring 
from  it.      I  therefore  vote  againft  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair." 
.     Sir  H.   ST.  JOHN   MILDMAY.  "  However,  Sir,  I  moft 
perfectly  concur  in  opinion  with  my  right  honourable  friend  in  many 
particulars,  there  are  fome  points  in  which  I  cannot  poflibly  agrre 
with  him ;  and  there  is  iu)ne  in  which  I  differ  from  him  more  widely 
dian  in  the  little  importance  with  which  he  feems  difpofed  to  treat 
the  meafurc  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe^     I  conceive  that 
if  there  is  any  fabjeift  more  particularly  enntUd  to  the  ferious'and 
diQ>afl[ionate  attention  of  Parliament,  it  is  one  (hat  relates  to  dx; 
WoL.  XII,  U 
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t  and  protc6)^ion  of  the  religious  edablifhment  of  thiscottfitiy  ; 
rpccially  when  the  grounds  of  the  application  before  us  arifcr 
the  notorious  abufe  of  indulgencies  which,  from  motives  of 
lity  alone,  have  been  afforded  to  the  members  of  a  foreiga 
union,  though  uniformly  and   ii^variably  v-'ithheld  from  our 
(iablifhed  proteding  Catholic  fubjc£ts.     Sir,  I  Have  always 
ered  ns  one  of  the  principal  fafeguards  of  the  Conflitution  of 
)untry.  that  dofe  and  intimate  connexion  that  fub(>(ls  between 
vil  and  ecclefiaftical  cAablKhments,  »nd  mod  heavtily  do  I  de- 
e  any  circumftanccs  that  may  arife  to  weaken  that  connexion, 
liifpofc  Parliament  to  (hew  Icfs  folicitudc  in  maintaining  the 
fts  of  the  onci  than  vigilance  in  protedting  the  rights  of  the 
My  right  honciirnbk  fritnd  appears  to  have  argued  as  if  he 
fed  that  the  intention  of  the  prefent  bill  went  to  introduce 
innovation  into  the  criminal  law  of  this  country*     This  is  by 
cans  the  cafe  ;  and  1  wiih  to  explain  diflindtly  to  the  Houfr^ 
heobjcd  of  the  bill  is  not  to  introduce  any  one  principle  what* 
[bat  has  not  been  already  generally  recognifed  in  almoft  every 
Parliament  that  haspaflTedyOnthefe  fubje£^s,  fincc  we  have  had 
iws  whatever  to  regulate  the  conduS  of  perfons  profefling  the 
^lic  perfuafion*     Irs  objc6\  h  confined  to  give  force  and  efTeft 
:  a6^  of  1 79 1 9  and  to  adapt  its  provisions  to  the  particular 
nf^anccs  of  the  prefent  moment,  which,  not  having  been  in 
>ntemplation  of  the  Legiflature  when  that  a£i  paflTed,  have  not 
fufiiciently  guarded  agait)ft.     If  the  fubjedl  of  (hefe  provU 
be  of  trivial  moment,  if  they  are  unworthy  the  attention  of  the 
lature,  I  beg  to  remind  the  Houfc  that  they  do  not  originate 
me :  they  belong  to  gentlemen  of  the  higheft  character  and 
Stability;  to  men  to  whom  the  imputation  of  levity  hasnotfre- 
)y  been  afcrtbed  with  fuccefs  :  they  reft  with  my  honourable 
learned  friend,  the  Attorney-General,  who  brought  in  the  bill 
9],  and  with  my  equally  enlightened  and  honourable  friend^ 
A2]c(ky*s  prefent  Secretary  at  War,  whofupported  andfeconded 
ftry  meafure,  in  a  fpcech  replete  with  his  ufual  eloquence,  and, 
y  mind,  with  the  moA  fatisfadory  and  conclufive  arguments. 
f  Sir,  on  what  principle  my  right  honourable  friend  could  have 
rted  a  bill  that  diftiniSly  prohibits  the  introdudion  of  a  monaf- 
mmunity  in  the  year  I79i»  when  no  chance,  noprofpe£l«  no 
henfion  I  might  add,  fcarcely  the  moft  remote  pofiibility  ap« 
d  to  exift  of  any  fuch  attempt  being  made  here— and  in  the 
1800,  when  the  evil  adually  exifts^  when  convents  have  been 
duced  and  difperfed  over  the  face  of  the  country^  when  they 
tccmpting  to  propagate  and  to  perpetuate  their  iucieiies^  and.  to 
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diiTeminate  their  principles,  he  fbould  tell  us  that  it  is  a  fubjed  un- 
worthy of  legiflative  interference,  I  am  unable  to  conjedure.  It 
does  ajjpear  to  me,  vrith  all  the  iiigh  efteem  I  feci  to^jiards  him,  to 
be  a  little  inconfiftcncy,  a  contradiction,  a  fort  of  paradox  in  my 
right  honourable  friend's  conduct,  f^r  which  I  have  no  doubt  he 
could.afForda  fattsfidory  reafon,  bathe  has  hitherto  given  tio  fatif- 
ft&ovy  explanation  to  the  Houfe.  That  he  may  have  fccn  good 
reafon  to  alter  his  opinions  on  the  fubjc6>,  I  cannot  pretend  K>  dif- 
pucc  ;  but  I  contend  that  circumftance  alone  is  not  fufficient  to 
induce  the  Houfe  to  alter  their  fentiment!;,  or  to  lead  them  to  relax 
from  the  principle  and  fpirit  of  thofe  laws  which  were  originally 
formed  to  reftrain  our  own  Catholic  fubjecls,  in  favour  of  a  fct  of 
Foreigners,  who  ftill  adhere  to  many  obnoxious  tenets  and  opinions, 
which  have  been  r^ularly  diiclaimed  by  our  own  fubje<5is  as  in- 
contiftent  with  the  civil  eftabiiihment  of  tlris  country. 

"*  I  am.  Sir,  as  little  defirous  as  capable  of  following  my  right 
honourable  friend  through  all  the  extenfive  (ield  in  which  his  lux- 
uriant imagination  has  fported  on  this  ferious  fubjedl; :  I  wifh 
(imply  to  (hue  to  the  Houfe  the  motives  in  which  this  meafure  ori- 
ginatod)  and  the  objcdts  we  have  in  view.  When  the  enligrants 
were  originally  expelled  from  their  former  refidence  on  the  Conti- 
nent; when,  vidims  of  the  mod  mercilefs  and  indifcriminate  perfe- 
Qution,  they  M^erc  turned  friendlcfs  adrift  on  the  world  ;  we  re- 
ceived them  into  this  country,  and  afforded  them  our  ipTote6lion  : 
Sir,  we  have  done  more  ;  we  have  fubfifted  them  at  the  public  ex* 
pence ;  and  all  that  we  require  in  return  for  thofe  favours  they 
have  received  at  our  hands  is,  that  they  Oiould  not  attempt  to  inter- 
fere, in  any  refped,  with  that  conflitution  in  Church  or  State 
whence  we  derive  the  comfons  we  partake  of,  to  which  we^are  in- 
debted for  thofe  infinite  faleiTings*  which,  as  a  nation,  we  almoft 
cxclufively  enjoy«  The  objedt  of  the  firft  part  of  the  bill  is  merely 
to  prevent  them  from  rendering  permanent  thofe  monaftic  eflablifh- 
ments  which  are  direAly  oppo^te  to  the  fpirit  and  Che  letter  of  our 
conftitution,  and  can  only  be  tolerated  here  for  a  limited  period 
from  motives  of  the  moft  coniidcrate  and  humane  commiferation  ; 
and  to  prevent  them  from  immuring  in  ufelefs  inadlivicy  and  feclu- 
fion  young  perfons  of  both  fexes,  fubje!Sls  of  this  country,  to  whom^ 
as  a  Proteftant  State,  we  look  for  better  purpofes  than  being  made 
monks  and  nuns.  The  obje£l  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  bill  is 
iblely  to  refirain  Catholic  teachers  from  holding  out  bribes  and 
temptations  to  feduce  the  children  of  Proteftant  parents  from  the 
profeffion  of  the  efiablifhed  religion  of  the  country,  and  to  enable 
us  to  dete^  fuch  proceedings  in  cafe  they  ihould  codtuiue  10  be 
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pradlifed.     Thefc  objeds  appear  to  me  fo  mild  and  moderate  -in 

thcmfelvcs,  that  I  can  fcarcely  conceive  any  reafonablc  obje^^ion 
being  made  to  them;  and  I  acknowledge  that  the  oppofuion  wliich 

•by  every  fair  and  unfair  means  has  been  fo  induftrioufjy  fomented 
out  of  doors,  andc  Ilcflcd,  to  thK^woutthc  bill  in  tliis  Houfe,  is  an 
additional  reafon  in  my  mind  why  Parlianicnt  ought  to  adopt  it ; 
for,  if  this  bill  contains  no  one  proviiion  that  can  pc^dibly  miiirate 
againft,  or  interfere  with  the  comfort  or  convenience  of  thofc  focic- 
ties,  who  merely  wi(h  for  a  pcactful  and  -uiuiifturbed  retirement 
from  the  world  during  their  refidcnce  here,  1  own  the  warmrh  of 
the  oppofition  to  it  docs  create  a  (Irong  fufpicion  in  my  mind, 
that  there^  are  pcrfons  anit  ng  tl^cm  who  have  further  objeds  in 
view  than  ihofe  whicli  meet  the  public  eye,  or  can  pofllbly  be  con- 
fiftcat  either  with  tliC  public  fafcty  or  the  fecurity  of  the  Protcftant 
perfuaiion.  My  right  honourable  friend  has  infifted  that  it  is  cx-» 
trcmely  impolitic  and  dangerous  to  agitate  any  quLlti^jn  on  this  fub- 
je<St,  which  tends  to  revive  antient  prejudices,  to  foment  jealoulics 
between  the  Catiiolics  and  ProtcAants,  and  eventually  to  intiamc 
the  public  mind  againft  the  former.  If  fuch  be  the  crnifequencc  of 
the  pre^nt  bill,  (though  it  is  an  cffed  of  which  I  entertain  no  ap* 
prchenfion,)  I  muft  beg  leave  to  difclaimany  rcfponfibility  whatc\*cr 
on  the  fubje6t :  I  contend  that  it  is  foleiy  and  altogetiicr  to  be  attri* 
butcd  to  the  very  imprudent  and  injudicious  condu^^  of  fome  cf 

^  our  own  Catholics,  who  have  chofai  to  make  a  common  cnufc  with 
the  emigraitts  on  a  fubjc<5l  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep  p/cr- 
fe£tly  feparate  and  dii(ind)  from  them,  and  with  u  i)ich  they  ought 
to  have  no  connection  whatever.  But,  Sir,*  admitting,  for  the  fake 
x>f  argument,  that  fuch  confcquences  were  to  be  appreliended,  can  it 
be  expcfled  that  we  arc  to  lit  ftill  and  tamely  fee  the  conAitution 
of  this  country  fubverted  and  undermined  by  a  fet  of  men  whom  wc 
have  received  here  from  motives  of  compaflion,  and  to  take  no  ileps 
or  precautions  to  prevent  it,  merely  from  the  apprchenlion  of  inflam- 
ing the  public  mind  agiind  the  Catholics  ?  Be  the  confcquences  of 
the  bill  wliat  it  mcy,  no  blame  attaches  to  us  ;  it  is  to  be  exclu- 
fivcly  attributed  to  thofe  whofe  conduct  has  driven  us  to  adopt  re- 
gulaiions  which  arc  become  abfolutely  elfcntial  to  our  own  fecurity* 
I  (liould  wi(h  to  a(k  my  right  honourable  friend,  whether  he  thinks 
that,  to  reject  this  bill  in  its  prefenc  itage,  after  having  been 
twice  read  in  the  Houfe,  and  founded  on  the  refolution  of  a  Com" 
mittce,  is  the  m(>ft  likely  method  of  conciliating  thepublic  mind  to 
the  Catholics  ?  Did  it  never  occur  to  him  that  fuch  a  proceeding 
might  poiubly  have  a  diredly  oppoiite  efFedt ;  might  tend  to  cxaf- 
peratc  and  irritate,  and  cvencually  prove  more  prejudicial  and  di{« 
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aftroufi  to  the  Catholic  caufc,  than  to  fufTer  the  bill  to  pais,  Which^ 
according  to  dicchara£)er  given  it  by  its  bitterefl:  enemies,  is  fo  mild 
and  moderate  m  its  pro vi  lions  as  to  be  almoft  nugatory  ?     With 
regard  to  the  Catholics,  I  am  confident  the  Houfc  will  do  me  the- 
jufticc  to  rccoUeft,  that  in  whatever  I  have  thought  it  neccflary  to 
fay  on  thefc  occaru)ns  when  I  have  prefumed  to  trouble  them  with 
my  fentiments  on  this-  fuhjcdt,  I  have  endeavoured  to  avoid  any  ex- 
preiTion  that  could  poflibly  tend  to  influence  the  public  mind  againfl 
them.      I  have  been  fubjedl,  Sir,  to  a  great  deal  of  painful  calumny, 
and  mifreprcfcntation  on  this  point,  and  I  wifli  to  avail  myfelf  of 
thisoccafion  to  foy  diftin6>ly,  and  with  no  refervation  whatever,  that 
I  ^o  confider  the  Catholics  to  be,  as  a  body,  as  amiable  and  rc- 
fpeC^able  in  private  life,  as  harmlefs  and  inoflPenfive,  as  loyal  and  as 
well-affe61ed  in  their  public  fentiments,  as  any  one  clafs  or  defcription 
of  His  Majefty's  Protcftant  fubje^Sls.      If  the  moft  zealous  CatlK)lic 
could  put  ftrongcr  words  into  my  mouth,  I  (hould  readily  adopt 
them ;  for  it  is  impoflible  for  language  to  permit  me  with  terms  too 
ftrong  to  cxprefs  the  confidence  I  have  in  that  rcfpeflable  body  of 
men — I  mean  our  proteding  Catholics  :   I  am  equally  delirous  to 
avoid  prejudicing  the  public  mind  againit  thofe-  uflfortu4ate  emi- 
grants, of  whofe  general  condudt  and  demeanour  I  have  already 
fpoken  in-terms  of  the  higheft  approbation  and  applaufe  ;  but  I  can- 
not avoid  exprefling  a -hope  that  the  Public  and  that  Parliament  will 
not  fuffcr  thcmfclvcs  to  be  run  away  with  on  fo  ferious  a  fubjeft  by 
thpir  feelings  of  humanity  alone,  but  that  we  at  leafi  (hall  remem- 
ber that  there  is  a  duty  which  fuperfedcs  even  the  impulfe  of  com* 
•  paflTion  itfelf,  namely,    that  duty  we  owe  to  our  conftituents  and 
to  the  public,  of  preferving  from  innovation  or  encroachment  that 
conftitution,  equally  in  church  and  (Vate,  of  which  we  are.  the  dele- 
gated guardians.     Sir,  my  right  honourable  friend  has  faid,  that  at 
this  time  of  day  it  is  impoffible  that  the  public  mind  can  entertain 
any  reafonable  apprehenfions  from  the  prevalence  of  Catholic  opi- 
nions ;  (ince  I  have  had  this  fubjed  in  contemplation,  the  fame  has 
been  fuggefted  to  me  by  feveral  very  refpefiable  Catholics,  and 
they  aflign  as  a  reafon  for  it,  that  ^he  members  of  that  communion 
are  daily  decreaiing  in  point  of  numbers,  fo  that  the  proportion  of 
Catholics  to  Proteftants  is  not,  exelufive  of  the  emigrants,  mors 
than  one  to  one  hundred.     To  this  remark  I  fhall  fay  a  very  few 
words :  I  ihall  merely  requeft  gentlemen  to  refer  to  the  eighth 
volume  of  Mr.  Hume's  Hiftory  of  England,  where  they  will  find, 
that  in  the  year  1687,  fubfequent  to  the  femous  proclamation  of 
James  the  Second,  at  a  time  when  the  King  who  filled  the  throne  of 
this  country  was  piofefledly  a  tngoted  Catholic^  when  all  Aeprio'* 
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cipal  Officers  tA  State  were  Catholics^  tvhcn  cv^rjravenue  to  wealth, 
to  honour,  and  to  preferment,  was  attainable  only  by  this  Catholic 
influence— at  that  very  time,  Mr.  Hume  diftintS^lv  tells  us,  that  the 
proportion  of  Catholics  to  Protcllants  was  ^*  fomething  Jefs  than  one 
to  one  hundred  ;'*  precifely  the  very  fame  proportion  thata£)ual]y 
fubliRs  in  this  country  at  this  moment,  according  ro  the  calculation 
of  the  Catholics  thcmfelves,  notwi^hftamiing  thr.  rapid  decline  of 
their  numbers.  Now,  Sir,  if  in  the  year  1687  the  prevalence  of 
Catholic  opinions  was  fufHclcnt  to  create  fucU  an  apprehen(ion  in 
the  public  mind  as  to  go  a  great  way  towards  producing  the  revo- 
lutiop,  I  think,  fo  long  as  that  propcmion  continues  che  fame,  we 
cannot  pretend  to  fay  that  we  are  fo  totally  exempted  from  any  dan- 
ger from  fuch  opinions,  that  we  can  fuffcr  upwards  cf  5000  au- 
thorized Roman  Catholic  miflionarics  to  be  difperfed  over  tl;c  face 
of  the  country,  without  fubje^^ing  them  ro  fome  rcrrulntions  vrhich 
may  be  fufikient  io  check  the  luxuriant  cft'uficns  of  their  xcal.  On 
this  part  of  the  fubjcfl  allow  me  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that,  every 
year  thefe  pqrfons  continue  in  this  countiy,  their, fituation  is  materi- 
ally altered  :  in  proportion  as  they  become  familiar  with  our  lan- 
^guage,  as  they  learn  to  aflimilate  and  incorpornfe  themftlves  in  fo- 
ciety,  fo  in  proportion  augments  their  powers,  their  means  and  their 
opportunities  of  fubverting  the  cftabliflied  church,  and  of  diflcmi* 
nating  their  own  opinions;  and  in  the  fame  d<^ce  ought  to  increafc 
the  precautions  we  adopt,  to  prevent  any  fuch  mifciiief  arifing,,in 
,cafc  any  fuch  mifchief  may  be  intended.  My  right  honourable 
friend' feems  to  think  thnt  I  have  not  adduced  fufficicnt  grounds  for 
this  bill :  I  have.  Sir,  much  to  lament,  that  on  fcvcral  former  occa- 
Sons,  when  I  dated  thofe  grounds,  my  right  honourable  friend  was 
abfent.  My  reafons  for  not  mentioning  any  particular  indances  of 
individual  imprudence  I  have  already  ftated,  and  the  Houfe  appear 
.  to  have  approved  of  them.  I  do  not  think  it  neccffary  to  do  fo, 
becaufe  I  contend  that  thofe  fads,  which  are  notorious,  afford  very 
fuiEcient  call  for  legtflative  interference.  No  one  can  deny  that 
there  are  a  confiderable  number  of  monaflic  communities  reiident  in 
this  country,  and  that  they  have  admitted  and  fufFered  many  fubjedts 
of  Great  Britain  to  profefs  themfelves,  to  take  the  veil,  and  to  be* 
come  members  of  their  refpedive  eilablifliments.  As  to  the  parti- 
cular numbers  of  each,  it  is  very  immaterial  \  for,  fo  long  as  there 
exifts  one  convent,  and  one  fubjedl  of  this  country  has  been  pro- 
feflfed  at  it,  I  infift  upon  it,  that  it  affords  ample  ground  for  the  firft 
part  of  the  prefent  bill.  As  to  the  fecond  provifion,  I  have  only  Xx> 
Quote  the  profeffions  of  the  fuperiors  themfelvesj  and  their  own  ad- 
vertifements^  to  (hew  that  they  tmdertake  the  education  of  childrea 
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indifcrifntnately,  whether  of  Catholic  orof  Proteftantparent5r;and  in 
fome  inflances  they  prpfefs  to  educate  the  children  of  indigent  pa» 
rents,  void  of  any  cxpcncc.  ,  What  their  fuccefs  may  have  been  in 
thefc  endeavours,  I  know  not.  This  docs  appear  to' me  in  no 
other  light  than  the  offering  bribes  and  temptations  to  obtain  the  in'* 
firudion  of  Protcftanr  children,  in  order  to  breed  them  Catholics  ; 
and  I  cannot  conceive  any  candid  man  will  think,  that,  fo  long  aa 
we  profefs  the  reformed  religion,  fuch  praftices  ought  to  be  ftjifercd. 

**  I  will  ftatc  one  circumftancc  more  to  my  right  honourable 
friend,  in  which  I  will  beg  thfe  Houfe  to  undcrftand  that  I  do  not 
mean  to  caft  the  fmalleil  ccnfurc  on  the  conda£i  of  that  amiable  and 
venerable  man  to  whom  I  allude.  I  am  In  poilbffion  of  an  official 
letter  from  the  Bifhop  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon  to  the  Bilhop  of  Win- 
chcfter,  in  confcquence  of  very  heavy  complaints  that  were  made 
by  his  Lordfliip  to  the  French  Biihop  on  the  fubjciSk  to  which  I 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.  In  his  anfwer,  the  Biihop 
of  Leon  does  hot  attempt  to  explain  or  apologize  for  the  condu<S  of 
the  emigrants  ^  but  he  aflumes  a  higher  tone,  and  teHa  us  diiiindly 
that  he  confiderji  them  pcrfe£\ly  juftiBcd  under  the  letter  of  our  cx- 
i()ing  laws.  Now,  Sir,  if  our  law^  arc  fo  inaccurately  drawn  as  to^ 
be  fubjed  to  mifconccptionor  miiintcrpretation  by  thofc  very  perfons 
to  whom  they  are  meant  to  be  immediately  applicable,  I  muft 
contend  that  it  is  a  fufficicnt  rcafon  for  rcvtiing^nd  re-confidering 
them  :  if,  on  the  other  hand,  cii;cum(lancts  have  arifcn  which  are 
not  fufficiently  provided  fur,  from  not  having  been  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  Legiilature,  which  have  caufud  alarm  and  apprehen* 
fion  in  the  public  mind,  I  a)nceive  it  a  very  full  rcafon  for  corrcA* 
ing  and  amending  them,  and  for  giving  fuch  additional  powers  to 
the  arm  of  the  Executive  Government  as  will  enable  it  to  meet  the 
emergency  uf  the  prefent  danger. 

'<  Having  trefpafled  fo  long  on  the  time  of  the  Houfe,  I  (hall 
pSi(s  over  the  remaining  topics  of  the  right  honourable  geiuleman's 
fpeech,  and  merely  .(hite  my  determination  to  fupport  the  prefeoc 
bill,  which,  if  it  is  not  likely  to  produce  all  the  good  effedt  I  rmf 
expe<St  from  ir,  feems  at  lead  calculated  to  do  no  mifchief." 

Mr.  T.  JONES  faid,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  trouble  the 
Houfe  on  this  bufineia,  had  he  not  been  batted  by  a  right  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  to  fay  a  few  words,  from  the  reference 
Chat  he  had  made  to  him.  He  would  not  contend  with  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  in  bis  metaphyfical  refinements  and  abftrac- 
tions  ;  the  very  terms  were  to  him  as  unufual  as  they  were  unintel- 
ligible :  it  would  then  be  equally  abfurd  and  inipoihble  to  follow 
him  through  fuch  a  heap  of  mctaphyiics  \  he  would  confine,  him* 
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fclf  to  the  plain  and  obvious  parts  oJF  the  qlicftion.  And  firft,  he 
would  fay,  that  as  the  French  priefts  were  well  received  and  pro-* 
tedted  by  this  country,  they  (hould  not  have  been  wanting  in  grati- 
tude for  that  bounty  and  hofpitaHtV  which  they  had  experienced. 
He  had  read  a  pamphlet,  which  went  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  priefti 
muft  make  converts :  this  doiSrine  he  did  not  underfiand  ;  but  he 
under Aix)d  that' the.  Bi (hop  of  Pol  de  Leon  did  infift  upon  it,  and 
confidered  that  it  was  the  duty  of  thofe  priefts  to  make  converts  to 
their  faith.  When  the  rcmonftrance  was  made  to  the  Biihop  of 
Winchefter,  he  declined  having  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  as  the 
order  was  under  the  Legiflaturc,  whofc  inrerfcrence,  he  feemed  to 
think,  was  ncceffary.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  had  made 
an  elabotate  and  eloquent  fpeech  in  favour  of  thofe  monaftic  infti- 
tutions ':  in  his  (Mr.  Jones's)  opinion,  they  were  bad  ;  he  would 
fay  of  them,  as  a  cekbnited  charridlcr  diftinguiflied  for  his  talents 
and  genius,  but  now  no  more,  faid  of  the  French  revolution,  that 
the  age  of  Chivalry  was  gone — fo,  would  he  fay,  the  age  of  Popery 
was  commenced.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  became  its 
champion  ;  and  fo  warm  an  advocate  was  he  for  its  caufe,  that  one 
would  think  he  wifhcd  to  be  ma^le  Pope.  Notwithftanding  all  his 
refinement  and  fophiftry,  he  could  not  but  think  danger  was  to  be 
apprehended  from  no  lefs  than  5000  priefts  in  the  country.  He 
did  not  fee  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
his  place,  and  that  augircd  fomcthing  inaufpicious,  as  that  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  acknowledged,  on  a  former  occafion,  that 
fome  regard  fhould  be  paid  to  the  religiori  of  the  country,  and  that 
the  bill  brought  in  by  the  highly- rcfpcflable  Baronet  was  deferving 
of  every  encouragement.  Though  he  gave  it  his  hearty  fupport^ 
his  wifti  was  that  it  went  ftill  further. 

The  Honourable  'DUDLEY  RYDER  maintained  that  the 
principle  of  the  bill  was  good,  and  that  its  provifions  were  moderate 
and  unexceptionable.  It  had  been  faid,  that,  if  paflTcd  into  a  law,  k 
would  harafs  the  Ronrfan  Catholics,  and  expofc  them  to  the  odium 
of  the  public.  The  revcrfe  was  the  cafe  ;  it  would  operate  as  a 
proteflion  to  them,  and  would  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  jx)pulace 
to  their  refidence  in  Great  Britain.  Unlefs  fome  regulation  of  thia 
nature  (hould  4)e  adopted,  their  fituation  would  foon  become  irkfome 
and  tnfupportable.  We  cxercifed  the  moft  cxtcnfivc  charity  of  any 
nation  that  ever  cxiftcd,  and  thefe  exiled  priefts  had  hitherto  been 
worthy  objefls  of  our  benevolence.  They  had  behaved  in  the 
moft  peaceable  and  inoffcnfive  manper,  and  had  ever  ftudted  to  dc-. 
mean  thcmfclvcs  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land  ;  but  if  they 
were  now  in  danger  of  encroaching  upon  thefe  laws,  would  it  not  be 
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proper  to  give  them  warning  of  the  error  they  were  likely  to  commit, 
kft  they  (hould  ceafe  to  be  equally  inoffenfive  and  equally  deferv* 
ing.  If  this  bill  fhould  not  pafs,  thefe  religious  focieties  wouldTobh 
become  objeds  of  fuch  jealoufy  that  (heir  fupprtflion  wdUld  be  al- 
together indifpenfable.  On  the  contrary,  the  country  \fc'0Uld  per- 
ceive, from  the  pafling  of  fuch  a  bill,  that  thcif  fears  for  thefafety 
of  their  religion  were  groundlefs ;  and  that,  though  monaflic  infti- 
tutions  Were  tolerated  for  a  time  in  this  country,  they  would  never 
be  made  permanent.  What  way  fo  fure  to  render  the  life  of  thcf6 
unfortunate  men  peaceable  and  unmoleded  ?  The  .bill  was',  in 
fa6l,. an  enabling  bill,  and  not  a  bill  to  coerce,  to  reftrain,  and  to 
punifh.  The  exiitence  of  the  monafteries  was  diredlly  contrary  to 
fcveral  (tatutes  which  remained  unrepealed ;  and  never  13 nee  the 
reformation  has  their  exigence  been  before  tolerated,  far  lefs  legal- 
ifed,  by  the  laws  of  England.  His  only  obje(£lion  to  the  bill  was, 
that  it  carried  toleration  too  far.  He  admired  toleration  as  much 
as  any  man  ;  but  there  was  a  point  beyond  which,  for  the  good  of 
the  community,  and  of  fe£laries  themfelves,  it  ought  not  to  be  car* 
ried.  ,  It  had  been  (hted  as  an  argument  againd  the  bill,  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  opened  the  debate,  that  it  Would 
tend  to  fupprefs  monafteries  altogethefr.  He  was  rather  furprifed 
to  hear  fuch  an  argument  adduced  in  that  Houfe.  The  monaftic 
life  was  pretty  generally  condemned  even  in  Roman  Catholic 
countries,  and  he  by  no  means  expedled  to  hear  that  defended  in  the 
BriiUh  Houfe  of  Commons,  which'  was  contrary  to  our  religion, 
boflile  to  our  laws,  and  defirudHve  of  our  proiperity  and  opulence. 
The  honourable  Baronet,  whofe  merit  in  thik  affair  every  one  mud 
ice  and  acknowledge,  could  have  flgted  many  inftances  of  young 
^  people  being  feduced  by  thefe  religious  focieties,  but  he  very  pro* 
perly  refrained  from  making  them  public  from  motives  of  delicacjf 
and  prudence.  The  feelings  of  private  families  might  have  been 
hurt ;  and  had  the  moft  obnoxious  houfes  been  pointed  out,  they 
might  have  experienced  the  fury  of  a  mob  not  inferior  to  that  led 
by  Lord  George  Gordon.  Fortunately  no  fads  were  neceffary  to 
be  adduced,  as  there  would  have  been  fufficient  ground  for  puffing 
the  bill,  were  we  merely  cenain  that  numbers  of  nuns  and  friars 
were  about  to  land  on  our  iiland.  It  was  evident  that  thefe  perfons 
would  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  tb  make  profelytes  ;  and  that 
the  (boner  their  endeavours  were  checked,  the  better  for  themfelves 
and'  the  country.  He  allowed  that  there  was  no  great  danger  of 
grown-up  people, being  prevailed  upon  to  change  fheii'  religion^  ndr 
would  he  objctft  to  their  beiQg  allowed  to  hear  all  the  argumemt 
which  oouM  be  adduced  in'f^vour  of  any  religion  or  of  any  fed: 
V0X.XIL  X 


But  witb  ditl4i^.tb$  wni^^  r^s  yn<klj  diflSprqtf.  It  n^  vcU 
known*  ^  ^ytV  <j»7'ftip(|ierifit^e  prov^i  the  truth  qf  the  poiUiofis 
^t4^1dri;n  9dpf>c  itpplicitly  ihe  rcHglous  priociplet  of  thcS^  ajroiuul 
thcrp.  la  ^.^rtt  tbcjre  cojuld  be  oo  doubt  that  if  thc(e  oaons^ic  iHf 
AitutioQ)!  y^pr,c  to  be  a^t  sill  toleQtcd  b  this  country » they  ought  to  h^ 
modcr  the  cqncrpul  of  the  ma^Ulralef ;  and  i|s  thi«  biU  would  aouvin 
thU  («lut?ry  QbjefSI,  it  b^d  bis  hearty  fupporc 
.  'Mr.  HOBHOUS^  faid,  that  he  bad  io  vain  ipadc  twp  cndca* 
YPUJi^  to  catch  the  Speaker's  eye,  but  bad  be^n  deflated  by  the  e9g^ 
i^j^fs.  9f  the  honourably  (jnpntkmen  on  the  other  fide  to  oj^^er  their  fen- 
^Itnents  to  the  Hoofe.  Three  of  tbcm  had  fpoken»  one  after  th^ 
^<^r^  in  dofe  ^uccd&on*  It  mi  therefore  hU  (Mr.  Hobhpufe'^} 
deQgQ  to  (cifiA  the  mofl  pToipioent  ^rgpmmts  vbich  tb^y  bad  uxgpdp 
a^d  to  i^vnt  ^ut  thcii:  ^itjlity, 

'Thei)Q(\our9fa>lie  Ka.ronet  yiho  introdi,HScd  tdie  bill  (Sir  H'  Mild- 
^Wff)  was  q;ruinly  pycirned  hjr  the  purcft  a^  hcjSt  tvotiycA.  The 
bonouriablj^  fi3i|i;oo^t  thought  tj^at  the  eoclefiaftiioal  efiabUflioicnt  q£ 
the  country  nraf  ^n  da^pg^r^  and  believed  that  the  prefent  mcafun; 
YfU  well  calcylAted  to  rcpej  it^  He  ^as  iherefore  right  in  bring- 
ing it  forward,  ti^t  the  Konourable  Baronet  would  forgive  biro  for 
{lyingfChatbotbheand the  honourable  gentleman  who  (pol^e  Uft 
but  one  (Mr.  Joni;^)  appeared  to  be  under  the  in^uence  of  b  great 
^  degree  of  alArm,  that  their  feirs  mighc  have  o^ili^d  their  jud^- 
tiKQt»  <<  What !  "  (aid  the  honoturabJe  fiatoner^  **  Cball  ve  Cs^ 
he^j  ^yiet  and  ina^ve,  when  our  confiitution,  both  in  church,  and 
flate>  for.  xb^  are  intimately  conne^fled^  ia  cxpofcd  to  the  (nojft  iiii- 
intnenc  peril  ?  Is  it  OQl  obvj^u^  that  attempts  arc  making  to  undecr 
mine  pur  rcli^ous  cQaUiflxment  ? "  From  what  quarter^  Mr.  Hohr* 
.  houjfc  ailcedf  did  all  this  mifchief  threaten  ?  Believers  in  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  religion!  it  ipuft  be  recoUe£led,  were  of  two  ibrts  i 
SLoma,n  CathoUcSy  apd  Fapifis  (briAIy  fo  called ;  but  this  bill  ooDr 
jpsunded  thern  both  together,  and  looked  at  them  both  with  the  (ame 
eye  of  jcaloufy.     He  could  explain  the  difference  between  ibem. 

It  had  been  <he  policy  of  our  Uw  to  infii<£t  penaljtif^  and  diiabiUtic^ 

upon  perfons  profcfllng  the.  Roman  Catholic  f^itbi  ^^  <^  account  of 
their  religious  tenet^^  but  of  the  pplitic^l  opinions  whipb  they  main^ 
gained'  Such  perfons  had  hem  regarded  a^  obje^^of  terror,  bo* 
paulcthey.ac}cnowledged  a  foreign  Potentate  paramount  to  the  King 
o/i^eir  own  cojuntiy,  and  held  that  fiiitl^  wasnot  to.  be  kept  wi^b 
bereticsi  and  that  Princes  excommui^fcd  might  be  murdered. 
Tbe  Catboli$:s  of  this  country  bad  long  abandoned  thpfi:  dodrines  ; 
^d  tbercfo^e^  in  the  yean  7.91 ,  a  bi^  wa^  bxpugbt;  into  Parlia^ 
meat  by  an  hpj^iu^k  smd  Ifioned  gejidcmax^,  ^K^hom  bx^  (w  k$ 
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hi!splacie;  (the  Atfbrnej  General,)  far  the  {Airpoffc  of  exemptlr^ 
thtrm  from  certam  penalti'ci*  Thoft  who  gave  a  proof  of  teivin|; 
rchdiincfd  their  civil  opinions^  by  making  the  declairarion  tegtiired 
btr  that  (Tatute,  (fbr  the  learned  gentlemaaV  bill  wak  inftamly  ap- ' 
proved  by  Parliamem,)  were  Roman  Catholiiri  ;  tAoiH  Who  c^ld 
not  confcientioofly  fiihfcribe  that  teft  wefis  ftill  Papid^;  fbr  they  (Ktt 
bch'e\'ed  the  fupremacy  of  the  Pope^  iti  afBirirs  temporal  as  wbll  at 
fccteiiafticsil.  Now,  which  of  thcfe  twb  dcfcriptiom  of  men  had' 
ftruck  the  Hmioarable  Baronet  and  his  friendi  with  fo  violent  si 
panic  I  The  Roman  Catholics  of  tKi$  country  Had,  with  very  few  * 
exceptions,  entitled  chemfelves  to  the  indulgences  under  the  fl'atutif 
of  1 791,  the  31ft  of  the  King,  uppn  the  principle  of  otii" legal 
code ;  therefore  no  apprehenfions  refp^ng  them  oogHt  longer  to  be 
enrertained  :  neither  did  he  fee  any  reafoh  Why  they  (6o(i)d  not  be 
placed  on  the  fame  fboling  with  the  Protfcftant  Diflenrers ;  they 
were  a  truly  refpcAable  body  of  men,  of  whom  it  was  impoflible  to 
fpealc  too  highly.  But  we  might  be  told  that  it  was  the  Papiftj  not 
the  Roman  Cuholic,  who  was  fo  much  the  objed  of  alarm^  and- 
ihat  all  the  foreign  emigrants  were  M(i  Papifts.  Mr.  Hbbbouft 
Taid,  that  he  (hoold  not  dwell  upon  the  falleti  ftate  of  the  Papal 
power,  a  ftate  fo  low  that  to  dread  the  reftcration  of  it  to  its  former 
gf  eatnefs  would  be  quite  ridiculous.  The  fear  of  Popery  had  been 
ably  expoPed  by  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  who  opened  the 
dfebate  (Mt.  Windham).  In  addition  to  the  argument  which  ha^ 
beei»  urged  by  him,  he  (Mr.  Hbbhoufe)  would  beg  leave  to  obfefyitj 
tHat  the  conduAof  tHe  emigrants  had  been  very  regular  and  ex- 
emplary r  they  had  fled  from  perfbcutlon  in  their  own  country^  had 
been  humanely  and  hofpitably  received  by  Great  Britain, -and  in  re* 
turn  had  ntanifeihd  gratitude  and  pioprlety  of  demeanor.  It  n^s 
no  Ibnger  ago  than  July  1798  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  wrote  a 
letter,  by  command  of  His  Majcfty,  to  the  Bifhop  St.  Pol  dc  Leon, 
cxprefiing  his  high  approbation  of  the  condoA  of  the  numerouf 
body  Of  the  Ptench  emigrant  clergy  committed  to  the  cate  of  that 
prelate.  Had  they  ehiployed  themfelves  In  niaking  converts  to 
their  f^iithy  the  vigilanee  of  Gbvertimexlt  would  have  defeated  it,  and 
the  Seetetaty  of  State  would  not  have  advifed  His  Majefty  to  fpeak 
of  them  in  fuch  terma  of  piaife.  Befides;  the  French  emigrants 
had  difcovered  what  the  adminiftration  of  this  touxitry  had  tb  learn; 
Mifiifters  deerhed  the  Confulate  of  France  t6  be  too  unfteady  and 
unftable,  and  therefore  rejeAed  its  overtures  of  peace :  the  emU 
grants  dooibted  hot  its  (lability ;  the^  thought  that  **  the  evidence 
of  ^cperienee  and  the  teftimotiy  of  fads  "  gavp  foAcl^h't  feciiHty  for 
itk  penrtasMMct,  and  the  grestter  part  of  them  were  rttcitning  tq  dicit 
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futive  homes«  Was  this  a  timC|  when  ihcir  numbers  were  faft. 
diminiibing  every  day,  to  dread  their  influence,  and  impofe  ad- 
ditional '  reftraints  upon  their  c6ndud  i  Certainly  fiot*  Far-  wificr 
would  it  be  to  review  our  penal  code,  and  expunge  the  vigorous 
laws^Aill  exiting  againft  thoie  who  profefled  ;he  Roman  Catholic 
religion.  Such  was  the  advice  given  by  Mr.  Juftice  Blackftone, 
**  if  a  time  ftiould  ever  arrive  when  aH. fears,  of  a  Pretender  fboiild 
have  vanifliedj  and  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Pope  (hould 
h^ve  been  rendered  feeble,  ridiculous,  and  defpicable,  not  only  in 
England,  but  in  every  kingdom  of  Europe.*'  Was  not  the  prc- 
fent  moment  ^he  precife  period  defcribed  by  that  intelligent  Judge  1 
Did  gentlemen  think  it  right  to  leave  upon  the  Aatute-book  fuch 
feveritics  as  are  infliiSled  by  the  2  2d  and  23d  fedions  of  the  third 
of  James  I.  c.  42  ?  On  a  former  night  he  had  drawn  the  tiotice 
of  the  Houfe  to  that  law,  in  his  opinion,  at  no  time  juflifiable,  but 
((^rely  not  ^t  this,  when  all  danger  from  Jacobinifm  was  removed, 
wh^n  a  Pope  was  fcarcely  known  to  be  in  exiflence,  and  when  the 
great  body  of  Roman  Catholics  had  made  an  exprcfs  renunciation  of 
fbofe  civil  principles  which  were  regarded  as  inconfiflent  with  the 
fafety  of  the  State.  By  thofe  fedions  any  perfon,  whether  a  native 
of  thefe  realms  or  not,  was  liable  to  the  pains  and  penalties  of-high 
trcafon,  *(  if  he  withdrew  another  from  his  allegiance,  and  rocon* 
oiled  him  to  thp  fee  of  Rome,"  &c. .  When  he  addrcfled'  the 
Houfe  the  other  night,  he  had  ftated  that  the  fubfcribing  Roman 
Catholic,  the  Roman  Catholic  who.  had  taken  the  oath,  and  figned 
the  declaration  required  by  the  31ft  pf  the  King,  c.  32,  could  not 
bp  fubjed  to  the  operation  of  that  branch  of  the  flatute  of  James  i« 
becaufe^  if  he  converted  a  man  to  his  own  faith,  he  had  not  ''  with- 
drawn <him  from  his  allegiance,"  by  teaching  him  that  he  owed  alle* 
giance  to  a  foreign  power  ;  but  in  that  refpcd),  Mr.  Hobhoufe  de- 
clared that,  upon  a  more  accupte  invedigation,  he  had  found  him- 
felf  miflaken^  It  appeared  by  the  31ft  of  the  King,  c.  32,  f.  3, 
that  thofe  who  entitled  themfelves  to  the  privileges  of  it  were  only 
exempted  from  the  penalties  inflidled  by  th^  third  of  James,  c.  4^ 
and  other  flatutes,  for  not  attending,  or  for^  keeping  Catholic  fer- 
vants  who  did  n6t  attend  divine  fervice  in  fome  chapel  or  pkiee  of 
worftiip  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England.  Thus  not  only  the 
Papift,  but  the  Roman  Catholic,  notwithitanding  his  compliance 
with  the  adt  lafl  mentioned,  which  in  fome  rcfpeds  was  juflly 
called  the  toleration  zSt  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  (night  be  put  tgi 
^^jcath  as  a  traitor  for  making  a  iingle  profelyte.  Who  would  be 
bold  enough  to  defend  fuch  fanguinary  punifhments,  which  difcredit 
apd  pollute  our  icrin^inal  code  ?.  Perhaps  it  would  be  faid^  that  this 
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law  lay  like  ufelefs  lumber  upon  our  flatuU  book.  If  this  were 
gramedy  why  was  it  not  repealed  ? .  Any  mercilefs  bigpt  might  en* 
force  it,  againd  the  will  of  the  mildefl  jgdge  and  the  moft  humane 
jury  ;  and  though  the  royal,  mercy  might  interpofe  and  fayc  tlie  life 
of  the  party,  what,  during  the  interval,  rou ft  have  been  the  (ituatioa 
of  a  perfoaimprifoned,  arraigned,  convided,  and  adjudged  todealh) 
Such  dormant  ftacutes  might  be  confidcred  as  fo  many  daggers  feat* 
tered  around,  which  the  demon  of  fuperftitiofi  might  at  aoy.tlme 
feize  and  convert  to  purpofes  the  moft  bloody  and  the  nioit  .defpe** 
rate.  Not  a  weapon  fhould  be  left  within  the  reach  pf  that  felt  ^ 
goddcfs.  .    •       ..  ,  '     . 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  that  he  would  dwell  no  longer  upon  general 
topics,  but  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the  prefent  biU,  which  di- 
vidcd  itfelf  into  two  .diftjnd  parts,  the  one  relating  to  monaffiic  os 
religious  houfes,  the  or}ier  xq  places  of  education,  whether,  feparatc 
from  fuch  houfes  or  not.     The  honourable  Batoi^et  had  been  de- 
fired,  by  himfelf  and  others,  to  ftatc  the  grounds  of  this  application 
to  Parliament,  and  fD  eftablifh  the  neceiTiry  of  legiflative  interfer- 
ence.    He  had  declined  to  comply  with  the  rcqueft,  alleging,  that 
he  had  abftained  from  ipotives  of  delicacy,  left  a  , publication  of 
names  (hould  excite  odium  againft  individuals  :  but  he  (Mr..  Hob* 
houfe)  would  aflure  the  honpurable  Baronet,  that  all  the  perfons 
afFedfed  by  the  bill  wifhed  and  called  for  inquiry  :  they  challet^cd 
inveftigation,  and  beggteij  that  no  fads  inight  be  fuppreiTed  through 
delicacy.      Should,  however,  this   fentitQcnt  of  delicacy  prevail,  a 
Secret  Committee,  fairly  chofen  without  regard  to  the  politics  of 
either  ftdeof  the  Houfe,  might  berappointed  ;  which,  after  a  candid 
and  impartial  examination  pf  fa£)s,  might  report  their  opinion  how 
far  this  or  any  other  tneafure  was  expedient.     Gentlerfien  could  not 
furely  fuppofe  that  a  bill  of  high  importance,  and  pf  a  penal  nature, 
ought  to  be  pafted  on  hcarfay  and  ip/e  dixit^  however  refpedlable. 
the  quarter,  and  he  wpuld  grant  it  to  be  truly  refpedable,*  from 
which  it  proceeded.    This  was  not  a  cafe  in  which  the  Houfe  ought 
to  legiflate  upon  confidence.     But  although  the  honoui';^ble  Baronet 
had  Aiewn  fuch  great  uawillingnefs  to  put  the  Houfe  into  pofteftion 
of  his  information,  he  (Mr.  Hobhoufe)  had.  not  the  fame  ^verfton  to 
the  ftatement  of  fa61s,  and  hoped  that  he ,  might  be  allow  ed  to  de* 
fcend  into  particulars.     What  he  (hould  advance  he  had  received 
from  an  authority  which   was  unqucftionable.     The  focieties  of 
Englifti  ladies,  who  were  bound  by  religious  vows  abroad,  and  who 
have  refided  in  this  country  fince  the  year  17941  confifted  of  feven- 
teen  in  number,  and  contained^  in  the  whole,  rather  more  than  three 
hundred  perfons,   including  a  few  French  or  Flemifli  fervants* 
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Tfaofc  }adw»  Were,  for  the  moft  part,  (prung  from  fonncof  the  mofl 
lefpcAable  families  in  thefcrngdom.  The  focieties  of  foreign  ladiies 
^icrc  four  in  number,  and  confined  of  about  fifty  individuals^     Of 
ittatr  focfeties  there  were  only  fotJr,  three  of  which  were  cntfrcly 
C0tn|)c(ed  of  Englifh  from  Dotiajrand  Bbmhem.  Theexad  amckmt 
of  p^on^  in  thefc  ibtfeues  he  had  not  been  able  to  afccrtam,  but 
ke  did  not  imagine  that  they  were  nutr)crous.     With  refpc^  to  the 
Fiench  emigrant  citigy,  very  few  comparatively,  probably  not  five 
hundred  out  of  five  tht)ufand  nc^w  in  England,  belonged  to  any  nr- 
ligfOus  order,  or  were  prefumed  to  have  bound  themfetves  by  any 
nonanic  vow»     Such  was  the  Date  of  fa£ls  at  prefent.  Were  thefc 
^idnaOfc  tnfiitlitions  th<n,  be  would  firff  afk,  formidable  in  point  of 
Ae  numbers  they  contained  f    Certainly  not.     Had  they  been  iti- 
cittififlg  fince  ^794,  the  period  of  their  formation  in  this  country  ? 
C^ife  the  contrary.     It  appeared  firom  t^  obituary,  that,  among 
ffto  women  only,  fisrty  had  died,  and  no  more  thnn  twenty  had  ftic- 
ctftfiedin  ^ir  ftead  ;  and  hence  he  was  entitled  to  infers  that  death 
had  made  more  ravages  th^n  religious  vows  had  replaced  :  nay,  it 
was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  thefe  inftitutiorrs  ihould  be  in  a  (late  of 
iBminution ;  for  it  was  moft  probable  that,  when  the  members  of 
them  were  fi«A  aflaulted  by  the  cruel  rage  of  pcrfecution,  the* 
greater  prt  of  them  would  fly  together  in  qucft  of  a  peaceful 
afflum,  and  therefore  few  were  left  to  join  ihem  fince  their  fettle- 
Bicnt  in  Great  Britain.     Nor  was  there  more  rcafun  for  apprehcn- 
'fion  when  their  prf»perty  was  a)nfidered  :  they  loft  theit  houfes  and 
Moveables  by  the  violence  of  our  enemies  ;  their  funds,  whfch  \verc 
lodged  in  the  bank  of  Vienna,  uur  magnanimous  ally,  the  Emperor^ 
had  feizcd,  and  transferred  the  poor  wanderers  over  to  our  charity 
and  companion.   1  o  the  boumy  of  individuals,  and  the  money  they 
received  for  the  education  of  children,  they  were  indebted  for  their 
fdbfiftence.  But  it  would  befaid  that  their  zeal  for  profelytifli^  might 
be  produdive  of  bad  effc^s,  for  very  many  of  thefe  focictres  had 
opened  fchoots.     It  was  certainly  true  that  many  of  them  toolr 
pupils,  buf  they  confmcd  themfelves  to  the  children  of  Rbman  Ca* 
fholics,  conformably  to  the  injiin^ions  of  the  law.     He  had  the 
authority  of  the  faperiors  of  the  Houfes^  at  leafl  of  the  moft  re- 
fpedable  abbeffes  and  direAors^  for  faying^  that  they  never  know^ 
ingly  admitted  the  child  of  any  Proteftant.     Only  two  inflancer 
occurred  in  which  this  rute  was  violated  ;  but  both  were  the  refult 
of  deception ;  antf  the  moment  tlte  children  were  difcovcred  to  beten]^ 
to  Proteftant  parents-,  they  t^re  difirtifted;     Would  this  teftimony* 
\^  rejc^led,  becaUfe  it  came  ftom  perfons  whofe  intcreft  in  thepte^ 
fent  qufftioii  mijghl  lead  iheii^to  cntfreprklMlAtioii  ?    Thciff  chantcs 
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which  be  had  robetved  from  a  noble-  Lord  in  WiltfliiiTp  ^rhoRn 
^vcfy  on^  muft  efteem  and  rcfpcdt^  though  he  may  differ  from  him 
i^  rcligioiM  dqgmas  (Lord  Arundd)^  coafirtned  thefe  accounts  firrai 
the  fuperiorft,  and  dated,  "  that  the  ladies  bclotiging:;to  thefe  foci* 
C!tic$  were  peaceable  fubjeSs,  and  never  interfered  with  politics ;  atid 
that  neither  in  thefe  houfes.,  nor  in  the  charity- fchools^  Vfctc  ^ 
children  of  Prote(tant  parents  ever  received.     Tt)is»  after  the  moft 
diligent  inquiry,"  his  Lordflaip  faidj  **  he  would  take  upon  hka^ 
felf  to   affirm/*       Could  better  authority  be    brought  fbrwadl 
than  chat  which  was  now  offered  to  the  Houfe  j     If  then  thefe  an^ 
fuflic  inAitutions  were  neither  formidable  for  the  number  of  that 
qoember^y  their  property«  nor  their  zea!>  he  was  at  a  lois  to.kno« 
why  they  (bould  be  made  the  objects  of  l^iflation^     Mr.  Hobhoufe 
tiben  proceeded  to  commerK  upon  the  operation  of  the  bill>  as.£ur  as 
die  Hrft  branch  of  it,  iclating  to  monailcries,  was  concerned.    It  had 
l^n  faid  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ryder)  that  this  bill 
would  be  a  protedlion  to  the  Roman  Catholics.     Would  it  be  pni« 
If^ion  to  prevent  them  from  replcniihing  their  numbers,  and  to 
^biige  thefe  who  (hould  furvive  their  prcfent  companions,  to  drag 
QMt  a  iblitary  ^nd  forlorn  life  within  the  dreary  walls  of  a  convent  2 
Would  it  be  protedion  to  prevent  an  unfortunate  female^  who  hai| 
taken  the  vows  in  a  foreign  country,  and  who  had  be^n  expelled 
fiom  the  retreat  (he  had  chofen,  from  finding  an  afylum  in  her  na» 
tive  I^nd,  and  from  fpcoding  her  days  among  the  intimate  con^ 
panions  of  her  early  life  in  the  fei-vice  of  her  Maker  ?     Would  k 
be  protedtioo  to  force  her  back  again  from  your  fhores^.  withooSf 
friends,  and,  perhaps,  without  means  of  fupport,  a  prey  to  difiip* 
poinrment  and  defpair  i  for  fuch  mud  be  the  cScA  of  cloiiog  ^ 
door  of  the  convent  againfl  her,  fince  neither  her  confcience  oor  her 
habits  of  liFe  would  fuffer  her  to  live  in  any  other  way  than  amoqg 
^  fifterhopd  of  lier  own  perfuafioa.     Was  this  continent  with  the 
humanity  and  geneiofity  of  England,  which  had  opened  her  ar;ms  to 
911  the  qnfprtunate  refugees  from  France^  without  exception,  manf 
^  mhom  ha^  with  the  utmod  difficulty,  efeaped  impriionmeot  bv 
d^ath  ?     Such  a  cafe  as  that  which  he  hsd  ftatied  might  hap|>en  ; 
buit  that  it  cou)^  not  Mppen  often^  he  was  ready  to  admit ;  for,  at 
he  had  faid  before,  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  who  would  feck  pro- 
^tpfUon  here.  mtt(\  have  already  arrived.     In  another  point  of-  view^ 
Mr.  Ijobhoufe  £|id,  the  prevention  of  new  members  in  thefe  mo* 
ig^ft^cs^  would  Qppratc  cryeUy  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  difcd* 
y^ntagcdu^Iy  to.  tne  counuy*     The  Roman  Cathcilic  fiunilies  who 
Klfipd  tif^Jff4  <heir  4bik)im^J^^pA  foe  odu^oo^  imr.  placed  Amm 
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forthcpurpofcsofinftrudioo  in  thcTc  religious 'houfes^  Let  tfiefe* 
inftitutions  gradually  expire^  the*parents  mud  lofe  the  coihiort'and  ' 
bapptaefs  of  ocealionally  feeing  their  children;  for  they  will  then 
educatc'thcm  in  fome  foreign  country,  and  the  money  now  fpent ' 
at  home  would  be  carried  oiit  of  the  kingdom.  For  his  own  parr, 
he  thought  it  better,  if  the  Lcgiflature  would  interfere  at  all,  to  pro- 
hibit anynew  monaftic  aflfociations,  and  not  fufFcr  thofe  in  exiftence 
to  increafe  their  numbers  at  any  time  beyond  the  prefent  amount* 
Thus  much  upon  the  fir  ft  branch  of  the  bill;  the  fecond,  which 
impofed  further  refiri^lions  upon  Roman  Catholic  fchobls,  was  no 
lefs  objectionable.  He  believed  he  might  lay  it  down  as  a  general 
frinciple,  that  the  choice  of  education  might  fafcly  be  left  with  the 
parent.  Was  it  not  true  that  fcarcely  any  parent  could  be  found 
who  would  entruR  his  children  to  the  tuition  of  any  pcrfon  pf  a  dif- 
ferent religious  perfualion  from  himfelf  i  The;  parent's  difcretjon 
was  a  fuflScient  fccurity  againO  the  danger  fo  much  apprehended  ; 
and  for  this^  as  well  as  other  realbns  which  it  was  unfiecefiary  to 
mention,  inftead  of  giving  efficacy  and  flrcngth  by  new  penalties  to 
that  claufeof  the  3i(t  of  the  King,  c.  32,  which  prohibited  Ro- 
man Catholic  fchool;mafters  from  taking  the  children  of  Protcftant 
parents,  he  would  rather  vote  for  its  repeal.  But  if  there  was  any 
propriety  in  reftiaining  Papifts  in  that  particular  (of  whom  ther^ ' 
were  very  few;  unlefs,  perhaps,  the  French  emigrants  were  bf  that 
defcription)  upon  the  principles  of  our  law,  Roman  Catholics  ought 
to  be  exempted  from  fuch  reftridions.  They  had  abandoned  the 
political  principles,  which,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  were  confidered  as 
dangerous,  and  their  fchool-mafiers  ought  to  have  the  fame  power  of 
receiving  children  of  every  defcription  as  is  enjoyed  by  other  difr- 
"Centers  from  the  eflablifhed  church.  Hence  the  claufe  in  the  31ft 
of  the  King,  to  which  he  hdd  alluded,  was  inconliftent  with  the 
^  principle  which  pervaded  all  the  former  Aatutes  againft  Roman 
Catholics,  becaufe  it  was  alike  reflridive  upon  thofe  who  abjured 
and  tttt)(b  who  retained  their  civil  doSrines.  The  fame  incongruitjr 
Was  copied  into-the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe  ;  Papifts  and  Roman 
Catholics  were  treated  as  one  and  the  fame  body  of  men*  And  what 
was  the  nature  of  that  treatment  ?  One  j^rt  of  it  was  moft  tyran- 
nical and  oppreflive.  Their  fchools  were  ftiade  fubje£t  to  the 
domiciliary  vifits  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  ;  a  new  fpecies  of  in- 
quiHtors  with  undefined  powers.  The  bill,  upon  the  whole,  was 
inoft  inexpedient  and  intolerant,  and  hid  been  btought  forward  at 
a  moft  unfeafonable  moment.  When  We  were  upon  the  point  bf 
forming  a  legiflative  Uniorrwith  Ireland,  a  cotihtry,  three- fourths 
of  whofe '.inhabitants  arc  Catholics,  it  would  ftave  "been  mdre  be- 
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ccNDtiYg  in  US  to  have  rdbrmed  our  penal  code,  in(le^  of  rendering 
U  more  faulty,  and  to  have .  attempted  to  eonctliate  and  foften,  in- 
ftead  of  exafperating,  the  njinds  of  the  Irilh.  We  had  held  out 
promifes,  in  loofe  and  vague  termt  iiideed,  that  ^*  fomething  Ihould 
be  done"  for  the  Catholics  of  that  nation.  We  had  faifed  theit 
expedations,  and  encouraged  them  to  hope  that  fome  indulgence 
would  be  granted  to  them.  If  we  wi(hed  that  our.fincerity  (hould 
not  be  queftioned,  we  ought  not  to  infli£t  fcvoritics  on  that  defcrip- 
tion  of  people  refident  here.  If  we  wifhed  not  to  difgufi  thofe  whom 
we  had  pledged  to  favour  and  proted,  we  ought  not  to  proceed  for 
one  moment  in  this  meafure.  There  were  many  other  arguments 
which  he  could  offer  againft  the  bill ;  his  mind  laboured  with  them* 
they  were  fo  multifarious  and  forcible ;  what  he  had  'already  faid^ 
be  believed,  fapwever,  was  fufficient  to  convince  any  man,  whofe 
judgement  was  unbiaflcd,  and  whofe  mind  was  free  from  pre*' 
jiidice. 

3ir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  admitted,  that  the  charity  and  hof- 
pitality.  of  the  country  had  been  enjoyed  by  the  emigrants  with 
great  moderation  and  good  condud  on  their  part.  This  was  theri 
general  defcription,  and  he  approved  of  the  delicacy  of  the  honour* 
able  Baronet  in  avoiding  to  ftate  any  particular  exceptions  to  it. 
The  general  ftatement  of  the  tnftitutions,  and  their  numbers,  he 
believed  to  be  correA ;  but  with  refped  to  the  males,  there  was  one 
fallacy  which  he  wUhed  to  dete6t.  Thefe  infiitutions  were  looked 
on  as  confiding  of  monks ;  whereas  they  were  compofed  either  of 
fecular  priefts  exclufively,  or  of  fecular  priefts  and  religieux,  a  dil^  * 
tin  A  delbription  of  perfons  from  thofe  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
bill.  With  regard  to  thefe  people,  it  was  formerly,  he  believed,  the 
general  wi(h  that  on  the  termination  of  the  war  they  ihould  return 
home ;  but  it  was  the  obfcurity  in  which  tht  arrival  of  that  period 
was  involved,  that  led  to  all  the  prefent  difficulty  of  legiflating  on 
the  fubjedl.  If  they  were  only  to  remain  here  two  or  three  yearSj 
a  very  flight  regulation,  whatever,  their  i^umber,  might  be  fufficient  i 
but  if  they  were  to  continue  permanent)  then  they  would  obvioufly 
become  proper  fubjcAs  for  legiflation.  Here,  then,  aroie  all  the 
.  difficulty ;  for  on  what  ground  could  it  be  afcertained  that  they 
would  return  in  a  few  years  ?  Were  this  objedlion  removed,  he 
did  not  fee  any  on  the  ground  of  toleration.  Thefe  inftitutions 
were  not  neceiTarily  omneAed  with  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  as 
it  might  fublift  in  its*  full  force  without  them,  and  therefore  thcjT 
had  nothing  to  do  with  toleration.  If,^then,  they  were  ix)t  iiectU 
farily  conneded  with  toleration,  they  were  inftitutions  which,  in 
this  Proteftant  country,  fhould  be  difcountenanccd  as  unfiicndly  to 
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kt  religion.  Wherever  fituated)  they  had  greatly  the  advantage, 
in  point  of  numbers  and  compaAnefs,  over  the  parochial  deigf , 
fcattered  over  the  country  upon  fmall  livings ;  for  fuch  was  their 
general  defcriptign  with  refpefi  to  income,  whatever  mig|it  be  faid 
of  their  opulence.  .  They,  therefore,  mufi  maintain  a  veiy  unequal 
conteft  againd  fuch  focieties ;  and,  therefore,  unlefs  he  could  bring 
himfclf  to  be  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  matter  of  indiflerence  to  dif- 
courage  the  ProteAant  religion  a  little,  he  (hould  never  approve  of 
the  permanent  eftabltihment  in  this  country.  With  regard  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  themfelvet,  he  did  not  believe  thejr 
wiflied  it.  In  Roman  Catholic  countries,  thefe  focicties  had  the 
law  and  public  opinion  on  their  fide.  Here  they  were  both  againft 
them  ;  and  t|ierefore  they  could  not  flourilh  in  that  Hate  in  which 
their  fincere  friends  would  wifli  to  fee  them.  He  ebjoAed,  there* 
fore,  to  the  bill,  becauft  its  provifions  were  permanent,  whereas  the 
fubjcA  might  be  tranfitory  and  fugitive.  If,  however,  thefe  fooie- 
ties  were  not  to  be  cdnfidercd  Here  in  iranfitu,  flill  he  thought  a  very 
flight  regulation,  free  from  all  oppreiTton,  would  be  fufficieiK.  He 
I  would  recommend  that  they  (hould  expire  with  the  prefent  genera- 
tion, and  be  placed  under  the  alien  a£t ;  thus  leaving  to  government, 
on  proof  of  .mifcondu6^,  to  deal  wiih  them  as  its  difcretion  (hould 
didbte.  To  carry  this  into  cflfeA,  it  would  be  fufficient  to  tranf« 
mita  lift  of  their  numbers  to  the  bi(hop  of  their  dlocefe  ;  and  this 
he  thogght  would  be  far  preferable  to  the  re(h-i£Kng  claufes,  which 
he  noticed  particularly,  and  reprobated  as  cruel  and  fevere.  With 
regard  to  the  fecond  part,  relating  to  fchools,  he  admitted  it  to  be  a 
fubje£l  of  great  importance.  It  had  long  appeared  to  him,  that  the. 
(hiieof  public  fchools  in  general  was  not  a  matter  of  indifierence 
to  the  Legidature.  It  had  long  ftruck  him,  that  in  a  country  where 
shy  man  might  take  a  laige  houfe,  call  it  an  academy,  and  colled  a 
*  laige  fchoo),  without  any  proof  of  his  morals  or  learnings  it  was 
poflTible  the  taik  of  education  might  have  fallen  into  hands  in  which 
it  ought  not  to  continue  without  the  infpedion  of  the  Legiflature. 
In  the  prefent  cafe  this  might  be  done  through  the  medium  of  the 
bilhop  of  the  diocefe,  and  properly  fo,  as  the  ecclcfiaftical,  and  not 
the  civil  power,  had  the  fuperintendance  of  education.  Thebufi-* 
ncfsof  the  mugiftrates  was  weighty  enough  already^  and  their  rig^t 
of  vifitation  could  only  produce  a  fcvcri(h  anxiety  in  thofe  focieties 
fe  fubjed)  to  it.  It  was  not  propofed,  he  believed,  to  give  them 
vffirorial  powers,  which  included  the  right  to  make  rules  and  ordi- 
nances for  their  internal  ecQ;)omy~;  and  if  they  were  only  to  have 
their  right  of  walking  in  and  walking  out,  he  did  not  fee  any  good 
tO'be  expcdcd  from  fuch  viiits.     As  to  the  number  that  had  en- 
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tered  thofe  Ibciecies  for  the  fake-of  giataitous  education,  it  ttRtd  en- 
tirely on  general  aflertion ;  and  until  a  renirn  fhould  be  made,  the 
Legiflature  had  no  rule  to  dired  it.  Under  thefe  circaroftancesy 
therefore,  if  he  (hould  v6te  againft  the  bill,  he  would  do  fo,  firll, 
becaufe  it  went  farther  than  was  neceflary  ;  and,  fecondly,  becaufc 
he  thouf^f  a  very  ihort  bill,  containing  one  or  two  provifions,  would 
befuffident.  , 

Mr.  ERSKINE  profeflfed  himfelf  a  friend  to  the  principles  of 
toltration  in  general ;  but  when  he  did  fo,  he  faid  he  could  not 
forget  the  hiftory  of  our  law  as  it  applied  to  that  fubjcd.  He  could 
not  confent  to*  pronounce  a  libel  on  the  law  of  this  country  ;  and 
he  muft  alfo  defire,  that  before  we  pronounced  any  harfh  expreflTions 
upon  the  old^ws  of  this  realm,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion, we  wottM  place  ourfelves  in  the  fituation  of  our  anceftors  who 
framed  thofe  laws,  and  confider  the  reafons  they  had  for  entering  on 
ibfok  regulatbns  which  they  did ;  otherwife  we  ihould  do  our  an- 
«cftors  great  injuftice.  It  would  be  recolleded,  that  when  Sir  Wil- 
liam Blackflone  wrote  his  excellent  book,  the  career  of  toleration 
had  not  commenced  among  us ;  all  that  was  fuiTered  under  that 
name  was  not  under  the  law,  but  was  a  mere  winking  of  the  Aate. 
But  our  anceftors,  when  they  enadled  the  laws  which  appear  now  to 
Uf  fo  rigorous,  were  under  great  difficulties.  They  were  under  the 
neceflity  of  making  general  and  fevere  laws,  becaufe  they  could  not 
make  any  difcrimination,  and  truft,  as  we  can  now,  when  there  is  a 
neceflity  for  it,  to  the  humanity  of  the  country  in  the  execution. 
The  firfl  law  which  paflfed  in  the  way  of  toleration  was  that  which 
was  called  Sir  Geoi^e  Saville's  a6^,  an  a6t  worthy  of  his  name  ;  and 
it  was  followed  up  by  others,  fome  of  which  had  his  (Mr.  Erikine\<;) 
fupport.  But  he  could  not  help  fayirig  now,  that  it  was  hard,  after 
all  this  fpirit  of  toleration,  manifefted  fo  often  as  it  had  been,,  the 
Legiflature  fliould  be  confidered  as  it  were  weary  of  its  humanit)', 
and  betaking  itfclf  to  its  antient  jealoofy  againfl  Catholics.  Ic  Was 
ftated,  that  there  was  a  general  cry  againfl  Catholics ;  he  fliould 
be  afliamed  to  join  in  fuch  a  cry,  if  there  was  ;  he  joined  rather  with 
the  honourable.  Baronet  in  faying,  that  the  Catholics  of  this  country 
had  conducted  themfelves  fowell  that  they  deferved  nil  the  favours 
they  had  received  from  it,  and  they  have  juftified  the  policy  which 
has  been  adopted  with  regard  to  them.  The  Houfe  would  do  well, 
however,  to  mark  how  this  country  has  been  compelled  to  z&  in 
former  times  with  regard  to  the  Catholics ;  for  we  had  a  prince 
now  upon  the  throne  whofe  anceflor  afcended  it,  not  by  hereditary 
right  of  defcent,  but  by  a  folemn  ad  of  Icgiflation,  and  that  pafled 
in  confequcnce  of  the  Catholic  policy  of  his  prede^ffors  upon  that 
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Throne,  and  therefore  it  was  not  wonderful  to  find  in  our  ftatute 
book  fo  many  z&s  againft  Catholics.  But  as  to  the  bill  now  bcftire 
the  HouiiB,  although  it  prevented  the  growth  of  Catholic  influence, 
it  was  yet  an  enabling  billy  and  without  which  the  Catholics  would 
be  liable  to  many  feverities  from  which  they  are  exempted  by  it. 
Some  might  imagine  that  monaftic  inftitutions  were  part  of  the  Ikw 
of  the  land  ;  fofar  from  it^  that  they  cannot  in  monaftertes  cany 
on  any  thing  of  a  fecret  nature  in  this  country  ;  the  place  of  the 
worship  of  its  votaries  is  not  only  open  to  every  magiftrate^  but  to 
every  man  who  chufes  to  be  prefent ;  and  whatever  oath  they  may 
have  taken,  if  they  bar  their  doors  they  are  obnoxious  to  all  the  pe- 
sialties  of  the  old  laws  upon  the  fubjed  of  CathoUbs.-y^Here  he 
read  a  claufe  in  a  ftatute  to  prove  this.]— ^As  to  the  evifs  of  allowing 
tbofe  monaftic  focieties  to  fpring  up,  and  the  influence  of  thdr 
number,  the  multitude  of  children  they  would  have  under  their 
care,  and  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  to  the  ftate  firom  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  he  owned  he  apprehended  but  little  on  that  account, 
provided  the  religious  houfes  were  under  proper  regulation ;  but 
Otherwife  they  might  be  dangerous.  *  Under  the  monarchy,  all  the 
towns  in  France  were  under  thefe  inftitutions  of  monaftic  commu- 
nities ;  and  he  obferved,  that  there  was  a  fpirit  among  the  Catholics 
in  this  country  to  enlarge  their  influence ;  for  he  had  fecn  an  adver- 
tifemei^t,  inviting  all  claflcs  of  the  fubjeds  of  this  country  to  come 
to  them.  They  propofe  to  edupate  the  youth  of  this  country,  and 
to  make  the  Catholic  religion  popular,  which  this  bill  did  not  feek 
to  ckeck,  but  wholefon)eIy  to  regulate.  They  came  into  this 
country,  but  they  could  not  have  remained  here  without  the  royal 
licenfe  or  permiflion,  independent  of  any  provifions  of  the  alien 
bill.  He  would  fay,  therefore,  that  but  for  an  enabling  claufe  in 
the  bill  now  propofed,  thefe  unhappy  people  could  not  exercife  their 
feligioh  ;  by  it  they  will  have  a  right  to  do  fo,  provided  they  have  a 
licenfe  from  His  Majefty,  but  not  otherwife.  Under  fuch  reftriq- 
fion  he  apprehended  they  could  not,  in  their  prefent  number,  be 
dangerous.  There  was  only.one  thing  which  made  an  impreflfson 
on  his  mind,  and  led  him  to  have  fome  doubts  as  to  the  policy  of 
this  bill.  We 'had  allowed  fome  unhappy  Catholics  who  were  now 
))ere,  to  take  (helter  from  a  ftorm.  Suppofe  others  (hould  come 
for  the  fame  reafon— by  the  prefent  provifion  of  the  bill  they  can-< 
|M>t  be  received  ;  for  it  is  provided  that  the  numbers  (ball  not  be  kept 
0p  as  they  die ;  now,  by  leaving  out'threc  words  that  were  in  the 
bill,  a  power  might  be  given  to  His  Majefty  to  grant  his  royal 
licenfe  to  thofe  who  may  come  hereafter,  provided  that  the  whole 
ihall  not  cjycei)  a  giyeii  numbcf  ^  this  wQuld  not  contribute  tp  the 
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increaft  of  Catholic  influence  ;  befides,  by  giving  His  Majefty  fhia 
power  of  granting  his  licenfe.  His  Majefty  would  of  courfe  have  the 
power  of  withholding  that  liccnfe,  and  which,  we  were  well  aflured, 
he  would  do  as  to  hiswifdom  (hould  fcem  meet :  a  better  fccurity 
in  the  nature  of  difcref ion,  we  never  could  have.  Under  fuch  regu- 
lations, conditions,  and  reftridions,  he  faw  no  reafon  to  refufe  them 
confiderable  indulgences.  There  was,  at  prefent,  very  great  ob« 
fcurity  on  the  queftion  of  the  termination  of  this  war  ;  and  indeed, 
if  it  wer«  to  terminate  to-morrow,  we  cannot  form  any  idea  of  the 
condition  which  France  will  aflume ;  it  therefore  appeared  to  him^ 
that  there  was  probable  permanence  enough  about  the  condition  of 
the  Catholics  in  this  cquntry  to  make  them  fit  objeAs  of  legtfla- 
tion.  The  prefent  meafure  granted  to  the  unfortunate  viAims  who 
had  been  driven  into  this  countiy  by  the  tempefts  which  had  torn 
their  own,  every  comfort  and  convenience  that  they  could  defire ;  and 
the  oitly  reftraint  was,  that  thofe  inftitutions  fo  created  (hould  die 
a  natural  death,  and  not  be  recruited  from  the  Protedant  inhabitants 
of  this  country.  Fornierly  it  was  the  confideration  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  to  reftniin,  now  it  had  only  to  regulate,  the  conduct  of  the  Ca- 
tholics in  this  country.  There  was  but  one  point  more  to  which  he 
had  to  advert ;  and  that  was,  the  power  which  it  was  propofed  (hould 
be  given  to  the  magiftrates  to  vifit  thefe  monaftic  houfes.  He  could 
not  conceive  that  the  magiftrates  would  be  guilty  of  any  opprc(rion 
towards  thefe  perfons  at  their  fchools  ;  this  was  to  require  no  more 
than  a  ncceflary  fccurity,  in  his  apprehenfion.  Neither  did  he  be^ 
lieve  that  the  return  of  the  Catholics  for  the  indulgences  of  this  bill 
would  be  evil ;  for  that  would  be  returning  evil  for  good,  of  which 
he  did  not  think  the  Catholics  of  this  country  would  be  guilty  ;  but 
as  it  was  part  of  the  Catholic,  as  indeed  it  was  of  every  religion, 
to  endeavour  to  extend  itfelf,  it  was  neceflary  there  (hould  br  fome 
fecurity  againft  that  extenlion  :  in  a  word,  the  reafons  why  he  fup- 
ported  this  bill  were,  that  it  gave  encouragement,  in  fome  refpcds, 
to  thofe  who  were  the  objedt  of  it,  by  fccuring  them  agaioft  penal- 
ties, to  which,  in  certain  cafes,  they  would  otherwife  be  fubjed, 
while  it  put  them  tinder  regulations  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
neceflary.  For  all  thefe  reafons  he  (hould  vote  in  favour  of  the 
prefent  bill. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  (aid,  he  bad  been  liftening  with  great  atten- 
tion to  every  perfon  who  had  fpokeri  on  the  fubjcA  now  before  the 
Houfe,  and  particularly  to  the  two  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
men who  had  taken  part  in  it.  He  (bould  neither  follow  them  nor 
any  other  perfon  in  the  detail  of  their  arguments,  but  endeavour  to 
bring  the  quc(Uoa  now  befprp  thp  Houfe  into  as  narroir  a  cpmiuif^ 
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us  the  thing  wa$  capable  of.     By  the  qucftion/lie  meant  the  fub- 
ftatx!e  of  chat  on  which  the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  was  to  be  taken* 
The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  hail  juft  fat  down,  had 
gone,  he  apprehended,  confiderably  befide  the  queftion,  which  really 
was  this :  '^*  Whether  there  does  exift  at  this  moment,  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  Catholics  in  this^countrjr,  any  ground  to  blame  them  ? 
Whether,  in  a  word,  any  body  could  fairly  impute  to  any  of  them 
any  mifcondufi  whatever  ?"*-No  gentleman  had  yet  met  this  quef- 
tion,  and  yet  every  gentleman  ieemed  to  admit  that  this  was  the 
point  for  the  difcuflfion  of  the  Houfe.     One  honourable  member 
faid,  the  Houfe  (hould  not  proceed  unlefs  they  faw  a(9ual  mifcon* 
doA.     On  what  ground  was  the  Hoiife  to  decide  that  this  meafure 
was  ncceffary  ?     Were  they  to  proceed  on  general  rumour  or  hear* 
fay }     Were  they,  to  proceed  on  a  regulating  bill,  merely  upon  con«> 
iidence  in  thofe  who  faid  it  was  neceflfary  i     Or,  would  the  advo- 
cates of  the  bill  come  at  once  to  that  fhort  iflue,  *'  Was  there  any 
mifcondudl  in  the  Catholics  that  rendered  this  or  any  regulation  ne- 
ceflaryr"     Whether  monafteries  (houid  or  (hould  not  exift,  he 
ihould  not  at  prefent  argue  ;  neither  (hould  he  now  fay  any  thing 
upon  the  queftion,  whether  Parliament  (hould  or  (hould  not  at  any 
time  prevent  them.     Thefe   were  points  that  appeared  to  him  ft> 
be  foreign  to  the  queflion  before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  that  was  a  quef- 
tion  of  regulation.     What  he  firft  (hould  humbly  infift  upon  was 
this :  that  there  ought  to  be  made  out  a  cafe  (hewing  the  neoeflity 
of  this  meafure,  or  of  fome  meafure,  before  the  Houfe  agreed  to  any 
alteration  in  the  law  upon  the  fubje£t.     The  learned  gentleman 
who  fpoke  IzQ,  had  called  this  an  enabling  bill ;  he  did  not  think 
that  learned  gentleman  had  perufed  it  very  accurately,  nor  very  at- 
tentively examined  what  the  law  was  already  upon  this  point ;  if 
|ie  had|  he  would  have  found  there  was  no  neceflfity  for  this  enabling 
bill.     As  to  moil  of  the  objeds  of  the  bill,  or  rather  thofe  which 
were  fuppofed  to  be  the  objeds  of  it,  and  their  re(idence,  he  muft 
pbferve  there  was  no  power  to  remove  them,  for  they  were  natural- 
born  fubjedls  of  this  realm,  and  for  the  fame  reafon  they  would  not 
be  put  under  the  operation  of  the  alien  a6t.     But  there  was  one 
great  miftake  which  the  friends  of  the  bill  fell  into,  that  of  con- 
founding the  idea  of  vows  with  legal  obligations  in  thefe  nunneries, 
or  monaftic  inftitutions  ;  whereas  diete   was,  in  this  country,  no 
fuch  thing  as  a  legal  obligation  attached  to  a  vow.     There  was  no 
l^al  power  of  attaching  any  civil  punifhment  to  thofe  who  broke 
their  vows  in  this  country.     Any  number  of  ladies  might  meet  to- 
gether, and  make  a  vow  that  they  would  die  old  maids ;  but  they 
9ould  not  bp  bound  by  law  to  obfcrve  that  vow*     In  other  ^0UR« 
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trici»  if  a  nofi  ruff  a^slyv  or  maflied >  flie  waa  p^niihable  hf  the 
civil  power ;  but  here  there  wad  no  fuch  law^  and  therefore  the  idea 
Vras  idle  of  nnaking  an  alteration  in  the  law  upoft  that  fubjedt,  be* 
eauie  upon  that  fubjedl  there  was  no  law.  Many  compltmehta 
.  had  teen  paid  to  the  honourable  Baronet  who  brought  in  this  bill. 
No  man  could  thinlc  higher  of  his  virtues  and  talents  than  he  did ; 
but  on  the  prefent  occafion  he  faw  no  room  for  compliments  on  tht 
delicacy  and  forbearance  of  the  framers  of  the  bill ;  for  fure  he  was 
that  it  was  fraught  with  every  thing  that  muft  infult  the  pride  and 
alarm  the  feelings  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  country,  than 
which  defcription  of  the  community  none  was  nnore  exemplary  in 
their  condu6t  as  men  and  as  fubje£t$.  It  was  telling  the  Roman 
Catholic  gentlemen,  that  we  underfiood  their  imerefts,  and  could 
diredl  their  feelings,  better  than  themfelves,  aild  that  we  knew  bed 
how  and  where  their  children  (hould  be  educated.  But,  after,  all,  in 
what  does  this  delicacy,  fo  much  panegyrized,  confift  f<--in  abftain* 
ing  irom  fpecifying  particular  places,  or  ^particular  perfohs,  and 
firom  expofing  thofe  whom  we  have  taken  under  our  prote£lion  to 
pcqfHifar  indignation  and  rage.  This  delicacy  and  forbearance  would 
have  no  fuch  eflfed — on  the  contrary,  he  would  contend  that  it 
^'ould  expde  both  foreign  and  Englifh  Roman  Catholics  to  be  vie* 
tf  ms  of  popular  fury.  The  meafure  muft  be  felt  as  fuch  by  thofe 
who  itcoUed  the  honors  that  difgraced  the  year  1780.  Under 
the  pretext  of  religious  alarm,  what  was  then  fought  for  but  plun- 
der, maffacre,  and  firings  ?  If  oAce  aroufed,  who  can  controul 
the  favage  madnefs  of  fuch  a  mob,  or  prevent  its  running  into  a 
general  undiftinguifliing  cry  againft  tl^  whole  body  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholics }  This  refledion  muft  make  the  promoters  of  the  mca* 
fure  (hudder  at  the  confequences  which  it  is  more  than  poftible  it 
may  produce.  At  leaft  it  ihould  induce  the  Houfe  to  paufe  before 
they  proceeded  too  haftily  to  adopt  it,  or  any  meafure  that  might  rifle 
fuch  horrible  and  incalculable  mifchief.  But  it  will  ftill  be  faid 
there  is  no  harm,  no  mifchief  to  be  dreaded  from  it.  He  would 
aflc,  where  was  its  neccflity  i  Without  a  neceftlty,  a  well-proved 
neceftity,  no  legiflative  a£t  ftiould  be  proceeded  tp.  But  of  late 
every  gentleman  has  become  a  law-maker,  whether  new  laws  werQ 
called  for  or  not.  If  laws  are  enabled  without  the  plea  of  neccflity^ 
or  of  fome  evident  good  to  he  derived  firom  it,  the  multiplying  of 
fuch  laws  is  only  fpreading  .imbecility  over  the  reft  of  your  ftatutes. 
Without  a  ftrong  cafe  were  previoufly  made  out,  he  muft  therefore 
again  entreat  gentlemen  not  to  lend  their  countenance  to  a  meafure 
which,  if  duly  confidered,  may  be  found  pregnant  with  the  moft 
honible  mifchiefs.     When  the. mob  in  the  year  1780  rofe  againft 
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the  Catholics^  they  had  Parliament  againft  them  ;  for  Parliamenc 
Was  then  employed  jn  repealing  laws  diat  bore  hard  upon  the  Roman 
Catholics ;  at  prefent  they  would  Bnd  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  at 
lead,  countenancing  injurious  fufpicions  of  that  clafs  of  their  fellow^ 
fubjedls.     He  was  induced  to  oppofe  this  bill,  becaufe  he  did  not 
"Wifli  the  Catholics  to  be  expofed  to  popular  indignation.     Would 
any  man,  ivho  remembered  what  happened  in  1*7  So,  tell  him  there 
was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  a  furious,  plundering,  defola- 
ting  andprofcribing  mob,  with  the  cry  of  "No  Popery?"  Would 
any  fnan  tell  him  there  wa$  rK>  probability  that  any  deligning,  artful 
demagogue,  Ihould  arife  and  pretend  that  the  prefent  high  price  of 
provifions  was  owing  to  the  Catholics  in  this  country  i     And  who 
Would  anfwer  for  the  confequcnccs  ?  '  It  was  not  enough  to  fay 
that  the  people  were  now  more  enlightened  than  they  were ;  a  mob, 
whenever  they  were  put  in  motion,  had  but  one  way  of  proceeding, 
and  that  was  to  take  a  catch-wor^,  and,  under  it,  to  plunder  and 
deftroy  wherever  they  proceeded.     All  this  he  faw  at  leaft  as  a  pof- 
iibility,  by  encouraging  thefe  legillative  provifions  without  neceffity. 
It  had  been  faid,  that  in  the  time  of  James  II.  there  was  but  one 
Catholic  in  this  country  to  an  hundred  Proteftants,  and  that  the  num« 
bcr  was  the  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame,  now ;  but  did  any  man  ferioufly 
mean  to  fay  that  the  danger  at  thb  time  from  the  Catholic  religion 
was  the  fame  as  at  that  time  ?  He  had  heard  a  good  deal  faid  in  praife 
of  toleration,  as  it  was  called,  in  this  country.     He  confefled  freely 
he  was  almoA  induced  to  hate  the  wor.d,  becaufe  it  was  but  another 
name  for  mitigating  perfecution.     The  true  fentcnce  of  juAice  was 
•*  Freedom  of  Worfliip.**     As  to  the  provifion  in  the  bill  which 
authorifcs  magiftrates  to  vifit  and  infpe£l  the  Roman  Catholic  femi- 
naries,  he  could  think  of  nothing  that  more  rudely  violated  all  de- 
corum and  delicacy.     Why  not  vifit  and  infped  the  places  of  edu- 
cation of  other  feds  ;  or  why  hold  out  the  falfehood  that  the  Catho* 
lies  were  more  to  be  feared  ?     It  was  wonderful  how  the  framers 
of  the  bill  feemcd  to  be  influenced  only  by  (hadows  and  alarms,  and 
never  thought  of  any  thing  like  proofs  to  juftify  the  neccflity  of  the 
meafure.  ^  How  came  it  to  pafs  that  on  .this  occafion  they  were  fo 
regardlefs  of  the  evidence  of  fadls  ?     He  had  fads,  however,  to  ad-- 
duce,  though  he  mud  beg  pardon  of  thofe  new  legiflators  for  at- 
tempting to  obtrude  any,  as  they  feemed  to  them  to  be  wholly  un* 
neceifary.     Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceeded  to  read  a  number  of  do- 
cuments, by 'which  it  appeared  that  all  miftrelTes  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic boarding- fchools  had  been  a(ked  the  queflion^  whether  they  had 
any  proteftant  young  ladies  under  their  care,  or  whether  they  were 
in  the  habit  of  admitting  them  as  pupils  i     The  uniform  anfwer 
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m2B,  None ;  Kone ;  ^ever.  Tbejr  were  atfo  aflceii,  if  they  offered 
^  to  educate,  or  did>  really  educate  Proteflant  young  women  for  no- 
thing? They  were  all  anxious  to  be  exculpated  from' this  charge 
of  charity  :  they  never  were  guilty  of  fucb  a  thing,  except  in  one, 
or  perhaps  two  inflances,  and  their  the  young  women  were  Catho- 
lics, not  Proteftants.  A  foolifli  alarm  had  alfo  been  fent  abroad 
refpefiing  the  number  of  emigrant  clergy  now  in  this  country ;  they 
were  (aid  to  amount  to  5000  ;  and  perfons  had  even  been  abfurd 
enough  to  (ay,  that  in  one  county  alone  they  had  converted  2000 
houfemaids.  How  this  wonderful  converfion  was  brought  about, 
he  could  not  well  conceive.  The  emigrant  priefts  fpoke  but  little 
£i^li(hy  and  our  houfemaids,  he  believed^  'fpoke  ?s  litrle  French. 
Betides,*  it  was  nothing  to  the  purpofe  to  bring  in  the  condudt  of  the 
emigrant  priefls  on  this  occafion,  as  the  bill  in  queftion  did  not  go 
to  ailed  them  in  the  leaft.  In  no  inftance,  indeed,  had  any  argu- 
ment been  urged  to  fupport  the  bill  as  it  really  ftood.  Thd 
framers  of  it',  indeed,  pretended  that  it  was  **  A  Bill  to  explain, 
amend,  and  render  more  effedual  the  31ft  of  His  Majefty ;"  but 
when  examined  it  would  rather  appear  to  be  '^  A  Bill  to  confound, 
deform,  and  render  nugatory  that  a6t."  The  honourable  gentle- 
man next  proceeded  to  (hew,  that,  out  of  the  feventecn  convents 
that  were  now  eftablifhed  in  this  country,  only  nine  of  them  took 
in  pupils.  They  were  the  only  fchools  to  which  Roman  Catholic 
gentlemen  could  fend  their  children  to  be  educated  ;  and  was  it  not^ 
better  that  they  (hould  be  educated  h<;re,  under  the  eyes  of  their  pa- 
rents, and  under  the  vigilant  infpedtion  of  government,  than  in 
France,  or  any  other  foreign  country,  where  their  political  as 
well  as  moral  principles  were  fuppofed  to  run  fuch  rifk  of  bein^ 
corrupted  ?  He  was  ready  to  confefs  that  there  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  great  deal  of  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  many  well-meaning  per- 
fons in  this  country  upon  the  fubjeft ;  and  that  of  fuppodng  the 
Catholic  to  be  a  worfe  religion  than  others  to  a  State  in  the  prefenC 
fiate  of  things,  was  only  a  political  and  moral  falfehood.  Upon  the 
fubje£l  of  the  fuppofed  operation  of  the  funds  of  thefe  monaftcriet 
being  more  than  a  match  for  the  Church  of  England,  he  faid  that 
appeared  to  him  to  be  abfolutcly  ridiculous.  He  faid  it  (liould 
feem  as  if  thefe  poor  Catholics  poifeiTed  all  their  former  wealth  and 
fplendour,  and  that  all  their  lands  and  goods  had  not  been  turned 
over  with  tlie  cathedrals  to  our  Church-— as  if  Harry  the  Eighth  had 
never  ftripped  them  of  any  thing,  whereas  he  left  tiienf  ^ttle  but 
their  vows  to  feed  upon  ;  nor  have  they  had  any  other  food  by  the 
^rulcs  of  law  in  this  country  Gnce  the  Reformation  s  and  therefore^ 
to  fuppofe  that  a  few  obfeure  nuns,  living  in  a  garret^  couldj^b)'  fcat^ 
Vol.  XII-  Z 
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•  tering  their  ve^lth  in  diis  tountiy,  eclipfe  odr  cfiablKbed  chutcb  in 
fplcndoor,  afid  thereby  become  dangerous,  appeared  to  him  to  be 
ai>folutely  ridiculous.  Indeedy  it  was  much  to  be  apprehended, 
that  this  bill  had  its  origin  in  a  mixtufe  of  other  motives  than  tbofc 
that  were  merely  religious  ;  or  it  might  poflibly  arife  out  of  a  con* 
troverfial  fpiKt.  This  fpiric  had  lately  (hewn  ttfelf,  more  jparticu* 
larly  at  Winchefier,  wher^  the  emigrants  ^ere  not  very  popular,  as 
perhaps  it  was  natural  for  the  people  to  be  fomewhat  angry  at  feeing 
the  King^s  CaOle  there  garrifoned  only  by  French  prieAs.  Mr. 
Sheridan  then  mentioned  the  controverfy  that  was  h(7W  carried  on 
between  Dr.  Sturges  and  Mr.  Milner,  on  both  of  whom  he  be* 
fiowed  the  praife  of  erudition  and  abilities.     Dr.  Sturges,  he  was 

^  fure,  did  not  want  parliamentary  afliftance  to  aid  him  in  refuting 
Mr.  Milncr's  dcuf^rincs*  though  the  latter  indeed  was  rather  a  formi* 
dable  antagonift.  He  next  indanced  the  cruel  treatment  received 
by  M.  TAbbe  Flcury  in  H^mpfhircy  vho  had  been  torn  from  his 
home  by  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  though  it  was  not  yet 
known  what  crime  had  been  laid  to  his  charge,  and  the  moA  re- 
fpeSable  tcRi  monies  had  been  given  to  his  chara^er  by  gentlemen 
who  had  an  opportunity  of  ubferving  it  for  feven  years.  All  thefe 
papers  and  documentb  he  was  ready  to  lay  before  the  Houfe ;  and  he 
hoped  their  judice  and  candour  would  not  think  it  too  much,  that 
this  evidence  fhould  be  inquired  into  before  the  bill  was  farther  pl?o- 
ceededon.  It  was  merely  his  wifh,  that  a  Committee  might  be 
appointed  to  infpedt  t}.cm,  and  report  whether  they  faw  any  neccflTity 
for  the  meafure.  No:hing,  in  his  mind,  could  be  fTiore  inaufpi^ 
cious  than  fuch  a  bill  at  this  time,  when  we  were  about  to  receive 
into  the  country  a  number  of  reprefenta^vcs  from  Ireland,  upon  an 
idea  of  an  Union  of  intereit  as  well  ti  pcjlicical  (hew,  an  Union 
with  a  country  three>fourths  of  whofe  inhabitants  were  Catholics* 
He  concliided  with  obferving,  that  this  bill  was  not  worthy  of  being, 
as  it  were,  the  legacy  of  the  lad  Englilh  Parlian)ent  to  its  fuccef- 
fors ;  th^t  it  was  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  the  Catholics,  inconu 
fatible  with  our  profcflfions  of  libciality,  not  countenanced  by  the 
fpirit  of  our  Conflitutiun,  the  bafis  of  which  was  freedom,  and  poC- 
fit^Iy  introdudtory  of  great  public  mifchief,  as  well  a^  private  vexa- 
tion. Under  thefe  confidcratibns,  he  (hould  end  with  a  proportion 
**  1  hat  the  Houfe  do  appoint  a  Committee  to  inquiie  into  the  ftate 
of  thefe  religious  h(»ufcs,  &c.  and  proceed  no  fmher  until  it  had 
fome  emience  upon  the  fubjefi,  upon  which  to  deliberate  ;"  for 
whi<;h  liurpofc  he  wc)uld  move  **  that  this  examination  be  adjourned 
to  Monday  ncxjt;^         .^       i 
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Mr.  SPEAKER,  faid,  rhat  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gcrn 
lleman  could  not  at  prefcnt  be  put  ;  for  the  quc(^ion  was,  ''  That 
he  do  now  leave  the  chair,"  which  muft  be  difpofcd  of  before  any 
other  be  pot ;  (hould  it  be  the  pleafure  of  the  Houfe  to  negative  that 
^ueftion,  it  would  then  be  competent  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  move  his  propofitioni  or  indeed  ailf  other  he  (houtd  think  good 
to  make  ;  but  till  theo  the  rules  of  the  Hotife  would  not  admit 
of  it. 

Mn  PERCI VAL  faid,  he  could  not  concur  ii^ith  the  honour- 
ad>le  gentleman  who  fpo)EC  laft^   nor  with  another  on  the  fame  l)de 
of  the  Houfe  with  himielf»  that  this  fubjeA  was  too  inlignificant 
to  deferve  a  debate  in  the  Houfe ;  neither  did  it  appear  to  him  to 
be  unworthy  of  being  the  laft  ibiemn  ad  of  the  Englifli  Parliament ; 
for  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  meafure  extremely  important  to  the  re* 
ligfon  of  the  country,  and,  in  that  charader,  highly  intercfting  to  ui] 
all,  as  intimately  connected  with  fome  of  the  moft  endearing  parts' 
of  our  conftitution.     He  would  not  accept  of  the  challenge  thrown 
out  to  difcufs  the  evidence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics,  be- 
eaufe,  in  the  view  he  had  of  the  fubjeA,  the  conduA  and  the  cha- 
radier  of  thefe  gentlemen  was  wholly  immaterial  to  the  queftion  no^ 
before  the  Houfe,  which  was  a  queAion  of  general  policy,  not  on 
any  ground  of  guilt  in  any  of  the  parties  conneded  with  thefe  focie- 
ties.     He  went  on  another  ground,  a  ground  of  regulation  of  Catho- 
lic ihftitutions  in  this  country,  a  meafure  that  appeared  to. him  to 
be  fo  far  from  being  improper  on'  account  of  the  religious  houfes . 
being  of  fo  late  an  ellabliihment  (which  had  been  dated  to  be  the 
mere  eftabliihrocnt  of  to-day}^  that  he  would  fay,  if,  inftead  of 
their  being  eflabliflied  here  to-day,  they  bad  only  failed  from  fome 
part  of  the  Continent  with  intent  to  come  into  this  country,  it  would 
not  be  too  foon  for  the  Legiflature  to  (et  about  making  fome  regu- 
lations for  them  whenever  they  (hould  arrive  ;  for  we  not  only  had 
a  right  to  do  rtiis,  but  it  was  of  the  very  eflfence  of  an  important 
branch  of  the  Conftitution  that  fome  fuch  regulation  (hould  take 
place.     Some  gentlemen  might  think  the  ground  of  nccefldty  was 
not  fufficiently  clear  ;  he  was  at  variance  in  opinion  with  thofe  who 
tho^ught  fo.     He  confidered  it  as  the  fpirit  6f  the  Catholic  perfua* 
floa.to  make  as  many  converts  as  poflible— indeed  it  was  the  prin- 
ciple of  every  religion  to  a  given  extent,  but  emphatically  fo  of  the 
Catholic  ;  and,  therefore,  while  we  were  talking  of  kindnefs  to  the 
Catholics,  and  while  we  expefied  gratitude  from  them  for  fuch 
kindnefs,  we  were  not  to  be  furprifed  if  that  gratitude  confifled  in 
their  endeavouring  to  convert  the  whole  nation  into  Catholics  \  nor 
•ught  we  to  be  angry  with  them  for  fuch  an  attempt,  for  they  be^ 
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lieved  they  could  not  6btainfer  usa  greater^  bleffing  than  Co  make 
Catholics  of  us  all ;  but  it  was  our  bufinefs  fo  be  on  pur  guard 
againft  fuch  a  fpirit,  fince  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the  fpifit  of  our 
Conftitution.     He  faid  this  the  more  readily,  from  a  convidion 
that  the  Catholic  religion  would  foon  be  eftaUifhed  in  FVance-— and 
this  the  very  lateft  accounts  reeeived  from  the  Continent  feemcd  to 
{hew ;  for  when  the  French  entered  Milan,  the  firft  thing  done 
was  to  i(Tuc  a  proclamation,  to  aflTure  the  inhabitants  that  the  Catho-* 
lie  religion  (hould  be  refpeded  :  indeed,  b^  who  could  aflbmc  the 
Mahometan  in  Egypt  for  political  purpofes,  could  not  have  macb 
difficulty  in  affuming  the  Catholic  in  France  ;  and  therefore,  if  thf 
power  of  the  Firft  Conful  continued  many  months,  he  had  no  more 
doubt  than  he  had  of  his  own  exiftence^  that  the  Catholic  religion 
would  be  edablilhed  in  France.     Now  he  would  not  fay  a  word 
againll  toleration  ;  there  was  not  in  Englalkl  a  man  who  had  mors 
eftcem  for  it  than  himfelf;  but  that  did  not  compel  him  to  lay 
afide  all  precaution  ag^nft  the  poffible  effe^  of  the  over-growth  of 
Popery  in  this  country.     He  (hould  not  wifh  to  fee  the  hair  of  m 
man's  head  hurt  on  account  of  his  religious  opmions  ;  but  that  did 
not  compel  him  to  think  that  Catholics  are  die  beA  fobjeds  to  thtc 
crountry.     He  thought  the  bilt  ought  to  go  into  a  CommitteCj  lO 
\yhich  he  hoped  to  fee  fome  amendments  adopted. 
Sir  WILLIAM  SCOTT  explained. 

Dr.  LAURENCE  deprecated  the  meafure,  and  adverted  to  ita 
peculiar  impolicy  at  the  prefent  moment.  It  was  well  known^ 
he  obferved,  that  the  advocates  for  the  Irifli  Union  circulated 
throughout  that  country  the  idea  that  the  Union  would  lead  to  the 
final  rch'ef  of  the  Catholics ;  and  he  had  reafon  to  know  thc.h€t, 
that  many  of  them  were  ifKiuced  to  %n  addreifes  in  favour  of  the} 
Union  under  that  imprcflion.  The  bill  in  quefiion  went .  to  brand 
them  all  as  fedlaries;  and  even  to  treat  them  more  harfhly.  It  was 
(hat  way  (in  confcquence  of  fuch  invidious  diftindHons  as  already  in 
fome  degree  exiftcd)  that  tlie  Catholics  moft  forely  felt  the  oppref-^ 
fions  under  which  they  laboured— *  the  marked  diftindlion  which  th< 
bill  went  to  attach  to  the  Catholics  with  refpe6^  to  fchoois,  would 
prove  the  mod  galling  of  any  ;  the  re(lri£)ions  to  be  impofed,  and 
the  powers  given  to  juOices,  would  be  grievous  in  the  extreme.  Irt 
what  related  to  the  great  concern  of  education,  they  were  even 
]>randed  with  obloquy.— Why  f-r-He  would  a(k,  Was  the  child  of 
a  Church  of  England  Proteftant  more  in  danger  from  a  Catholic 
than  from  a  Sectarian  tutor  ?  The  latter  certainly  differed  as  much 
from  the  do(3tines  of  the  Church  of  England  as  did  the  Catholics ; 
?n^  by  foine^  they  were  held  to  difier  more  widelyi  and  that  much 
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real  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  laicity  of  their  tenets 
on  the  fcore  of  atheifm  ^nd  Jt1fid61it]r.    Why  then  ^  attempt  to  brand 
the  Catholics  with  fuch  invidious  diftindlions/or  increafe  the  penal- 
ties upon  them  ?     At  the  prefent  tnoment,  it  was  not  only  unjuft, 
but  impolitic*     No  doubts  could  be  entertained,  as  was  fu^fted  by 
an  honourable  gentleman  arguing  in  favour  of  the  bill,  of  the  ille- 
gality of  the  eftablKhments  and  endowments.     He  did  not  mean 
Co  fay  they  were  legal ;  but  a  proper  diftinflion  (hould  be  drawa 
between  thofe  and  voluntary  vows,  which  were  not  illegal ;  and 
upon  thefc  the  bill  mod  materially  trenched.     He  ailerted,  that  it 
was  not  poflible  to  prohibit  voluntary  vows^  without  diredt  perfecu« 
lion ;  and  the  bill  could  not  be  proceeded  with,  con(i(ient  with  juf- 
tice,   wifdom,  and  equity,  particularly  in  thofe  pro'vifions  which  ' 
went  invidiouily  to  diitinguiih  the  Roman  Catholics  from  every  other 
fpecics  of  Difienters.     At  the  prefent  moment  fuch  a  Aep  muft 
"  even  be  dangerous,  when  fuch  a  fwmcnt  cxiftcd  m  the  popular 
mind,  arifing  from  the  efFe£)s  of  unavoidable  fcarcity,and  the  prefTure 
of  the  public  burthens  :  the  populace  might  want  vidims  for  their 
fury  ;  and  to  have  thefe  perfons  pointed  out  by  being  branded  with 
fuch  didinflions,  and  thofe  fandtioned  by  the  authority  of  that 
Houfe,  might  lead  to  oonfequences  ever  to  be  deplored  ;  and  he  mud 
cenfare  the  idea,,  that  a  degree  of  real  jdanger  in  the  coimtry  then 
eaUeri  upon  the  Lcgiflature  to  go  the  length  of  pafiing  a  bill  which  in 
certain  points  undoubtedly  went  to  edablifh  a  fyftem  of  coercion. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  fpoke  Ihortly  in  explanation  ; 
Slid  obferved,  that  with  refpeA  to  the  pofitive  advamages  of  monaf- 
tic  inftitittfons  in  a  country,  he  had  given  no  decided  opinion  ;  i| 
was  a  point  on  which  he  knew  that  very  able  men  entertained  con<^ 
Merable  doobis. 

The  queflion  bei^g  called  for^  a  divi(ion  took  place,  when  there 
appeared. 

For  the   Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,   52;     Againfl  it,  a4# 

Majorkyf  18. 

The  lloufe  refolved  into  a  Committee  upon  the  bill  pr$fdrma  \ 
Md  the  Cluillxiaan  ffas  directed  to  report  progrefs^  and  aik  leave  to 
flt  agaiifft 
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HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Tuefdajt  June  24. 

Earl  TEMPtR,. accompanied  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche^ 
quer,  and  feveral  Members,  brrMight  up  ftom  the  Commons  a  bilf^ 
intituled,  **  A  Bill  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland  ;'* 
which  vra»  laid  upon  the  table. 

Lord  GREN VILLE  then  moved  the  firft  rcadin;;  o{  the  Union 
Bill;  which  being  read,  his  Lordlhip  moved,  that  tiic  bill  be  printed 
for  chc  ufe  of  the  Houfe.  He  then  gave  notice  that  on  Tuefday 
next  he  fliould  move  the  fecond  reacing  of  the  bill,  for  which  day 
he  moved  that  their  Lord(hips  be  fummoned  ;  which  was  ordered 
accordingly. 
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Tuefday y  fune  24. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the.tjiiid 
reading  of  the  bill  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  with  Ireland. 

llie  quedbn  being  put,  that  this  bill  be  now  read  a  third 
time,  J 

Mr.  TIERNEY  obferved,  that  by. the  rcfolutions  as  diey  now 
ftood,  Ireland  was  to  have  100  reprefentatives  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Now,  if  it  (hould  hereafter  appear  that  668  members 
was  a  number  too  large  for  the  general  repreClentation,  he  wiibed 
to  knoT^',  whether  there  was  to  be  any  objeSion  that  Ireland  (hould 
bear  a  part  of  the  redudlion,  if  any  reduflion  (hould  be  thought 
noceiTary  ;  or  whether,  at  all  events,  we  were  to  guajrantee  to  Ire- 
land its  100  Members  ?  He  wUhed  to  know,  whether  any  means 
were  to  be  adopted  to  obviate  a  difficulty  that  might  arife  in  thtt 
particular  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  not  aware  of  any  difficulty 
there  would  be,  and  therefore  there  did  not  appear  any  thing  to  be 
obviated.  The  rcfolutions  he  underflood  to  be  felt  to  be  fuch,  that 
no  obOruiiion'was  likely  to  be  offered.  Nothing  of  this  kind  oc« 
curred  in  the  cafe  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  obferved,  that  the  rcfolutions  were  in  words, 
"  Rcfolutions  agreed  upon  for  ever,"  which  implied  upon  the  face^ 
them  that  no  alteration  (hould  ever  take  place. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  if  any  thing  was  noW  pflfered  bf 
way  of  provifion  upon  this  fubje6i,  which  did  not  differ  finom  the 
refolutions  already  agreed  to,  fuch  a  meafure  would  be  ufelcfs.  .  I( 
any  thing  was  offered  that  tended  to  alter  any  part  of  thefe  refolu* 
tionsy  he  (hould  oppofe  it. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  paffed,  and  ordered  to  be  car* 
ried  to  the  Lords  by  Lord  Temple. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid>  that  he  meant  to  move  this  fcffion  the 
fame  refolutions  with  regard  to  finance  which  laft  fcffion  he  had  the 
honour  to  fubmir  to  the  Houfe  ;  but  he  was  unable  to  collect  the 
neccffary  materials,  from  thofe  accounts  being  ftill  withheld  which 
had  been  fo  o^en  called  for  and  fo  often  promifcd.;  The  right  ho- 
nourable Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  never  yet  produced  the 
treaty  faid  to  have  been  concluded  between  His  MajeAy  and  the 
Emperor  of  Germany,  and  had  kept  the  country  in  the  dark  with 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  he  meant  to  fubfidize  foreign  powers^ 
Thefe  papers  ought  to  have  been  prefented  long  ago  ;  but  they 
were  now  more  loudly  called  for  than  ever ;  and  he  trufted  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  name  an  early  day,  when  be 
would  certainly  produce  them.  From  the  events  which  bad  re* 
cently  occurred  on  the  Continent,  he  hoped  that  the  idea  offending 
fubiidies  abroad  was  completely  abandoned. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  was  ftill  unable  to  fix  upoa 
the  day  when  he  (hould  hav.e  the  honour  of  laying  before  the  Houft 
copies  of  the  treaties  concluded  between  His  Majcfty  and  his  allies ; 
but  it  (hould  certainly  be  as  early  as  poffible,  (ince  he  was  as  anxi- 
ous to  prefent  them  as. the  honourable  gentleman  could  be  to  fet 
fhem  prefented.  He  begged  leave  at  the  fame  time  to  affure  the 
Houfc,  that  he  was  very  far  from  thinking  it  would  be  expedient 
to  abandon  the  plan  of  granting  fubfidies.  If  our  allies  were  in- 
clined to  pcrfevere  in  their  laudable  exertions  in  favour  of  the  com- 
mon caufe,  he  did  not  fee  why  we  (hould  be  induced  to  withhold 
from  them  our  affiliance  from  any  rumours,  which  might  this  day 
have  been  fpread  abroad*. 

'Mr.  TIERNEY  replied,  that  at  the  prefent  advanced  ftage  of 
the  feffion,  it  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  that  a  notice  (hould  be 
given  of  the  day  when  t^efe  doctMnenrs  might  be  exped^ed.  Can* 
Jour  and  &irnefs  required  a  more  explicit  declaration  front  the 
honourable  gentleman.  It  was  a  fubje6t  of  too  great  importance  to 
be  brought  down  on  one  day,  and  allotted  for  the  difcuffion  of  the 
next.  Now  it  was  underftood  that  public  bulinefs  was  over  for  cht 
fcffion,  and  fuch  a  bufinefsas  this  (hould  not  be  brought  forward  at 
all  in  fo  late  a  period  of  the  feffion;  or  if.it  wa#,  there  ihould  be 


I7«  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMMont, 

Ultowed  a  fbrtnight's  notice  o^  ir.-7-He  fhould  (hinky  indeed^  that 
a  call  of  the  Houfe  would  be  proper  on  fuch  a^  occafion. 

Mr.  JEfCYLL  faid,  he  deplored  the  condition  of  this  country,  if 
any  further  fubfidy  was  to  be  fcnt  to  any  foreign  power ;  or  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  (hould  perlift  in  any  fuch  meafure  as 
a  fubfidy.-— After  the  recent  events  on  the  Continent*,  he  (hould 
have  hoped  the  idea  would  be  altogether  abandoned  ;  or,  if  periifted 
in,  that  the  right  honourable 'gentleman  would,  at  leaft,  aflent  to  a 
(tall  of  the  Houfe.     He  was  confident  that  the  people  of  this  country 
wi(hed  their  confiituents  to  vote  againfl  fuch  a  meafure  as  that  of  a 
fubfidy.     He  was  confident  the  people  wtihed  not  to  fee  a  (ingle 
guinea  go  out  of  this  country  for  the  (upport  of  the  prefent  war,— 
His  objedt'  was 'to  know^  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  obje£i  to  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  or  not  ?  . 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  heard  nothing  that  made 
it  appear  to  him  to  be  his  duty  to  fay  any  thing  upon  the  fubjeA 
alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  he  would  add,  however, 
that  a  call  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  neceflfary  under  the  prefent 
circumitances  of  affairs.  ' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  from  the  news  which  had  that  day 
t)een  received,  the  neceflfity  of  honourable  members  attending  at  this 
awful  crifis  muft  be  evident  to  every  one.  A  call  of  the  Houfe 
might  occafion  inconvenience ;  but  was  the  moH  facred  of  duties  on 
that  account  to  be  facrlBced  ?  It  would,  he  confeCTed,  be  a  difa- 
greeable  ta(k  ;  but  on  Friday  next  he  himfelf  fliould  move  for  a 
call  of  the  Houfe.  He  (hould  have  fixed  upon  Thurfday,  as  being  an 
earlier,  and  therefore  on  this  urgent  occafion  a  preferable  day,  were 
it  hot  chat  a  mod  important  trial  was  that  day  to  take  place,  which 
would  engngc  his  learned  friend. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  rumour  which  reached 
town  to-day,  honourable  gentlemen  feemed  to  take  for  granted  to  be 
authentic— now,  upon  that  fubjeft  he  would  only  fay,  that  it  was 
of  no  other  authority  than  a  telegraphic 'Account  from  Paris,— He 
did  not  fay  it  was  not  true  ;  but  it  did  not  come  in  fuch  a  (hape  as 
to  be  confidered  as  authentic.  However,  the  queftion  of  the  ^all 
was  to  be  brought  forward,  and  this  was  not  the  feafon  to  fay  any 
thing  upon  it. 

Sir  H.  MILDMAY  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for 
regulating  monaftic  in(titutions. 

The  qucftion  being  put,  "  That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the^ 
chair," 

*  Alluding  to  tke  defeat  of  the  Auftrians  at  Marengo* 
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Mr.  SHPRIDAN  rofc  tb  oppofc  the  Spcakcr*s  Idaving  the 
Chair.  He  maintained  that  the  bill  would  occafion  the  very  evil 
it  was  intended  to  remedy,  and  fupported  thii  pofition  at  confider- 
able  length  and  with  great  ingenuity.  It  was  faid  in  the  preamble 
of  the  bill,  he  remarked,  '*  that  whereas  certain  religious  focieties' 
had  come  .over  to  this  country,  it  might  be  expedient  to  pcrmii 
their  continuance/*  They  would  only  be  monaftcries  >after  the 
pafllng  of  the  bill,  for  at  prcfcnt  they  were  not  under  vows  ;  thc^ 
claimed  no  power  of  controuling  their  members,  or  compelling 
their  rcfidcncc  ;  they  were  fubje£t  to  the  vifitation  of  magiftrates. 
Their  alToctation  was  nor  in  violation  of  any  one  exif^ing  law.-^ 
Afterwards  it  was  propufed  to  place  them  on  the  footing  on  which 
they  Hood  on  the  Continent,  and  then  indeed  they  might  be  objefli 
of  jealoufy. 

Mr.  ERSKINE,  from  nothing  that  he  h^d  heard,  was  inclined 
to  change  the  fentiments  he  had  expreiTcdYcfterday.  The  prcfcnt 
bill  was  meant  to  protedl  Catholics  in  their  religious  privileges  ; 
whereas,  as  the  law  now  flood,  they  were  liable,  everv  time  ^h^f, 
collefted  into  any  kind  of  flriS  religious  fociety,  or  attempted  aay 
{>Ian  of  inflru<nion,  to  be  interrupted  by  informers.  *  According  to 
Sir  George  Saville's  a£l,  no  Catholic  could  cxcrcife  his  religiout 
rites  without  being  liable  to  very  heavy  penalties.  Thofe  pcrfons, 
-therefore,  who  think  themTelves  bound  by  confcience  to  this  mode 
ofworfhip,  will,  under  the  operations  of  the  prefent  bill,  be  relieved 
from  much  difagreeable  uncertainty. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  be  would  defy  all  the  lawyers  in  thi 
world  toanfwer  the  objediions  which  had  been  brought  againfl  it. 

Mr.  Erikine  having  left  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Sheridan  challenged 
any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  prefent  to  defeiid  the  laW 
that  Mr.  Erikine  had  advanced  ;  but  it  was  declined. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  this  bill  was   to 
eflablifli  the  monafleries  now  exifling^in  England.     If  to  c(bibli(h 
was  meant  to  tolerate,  the  bill  was  altogether  nugatory,  (ince,  as  had 
been  ably  (hewn  by  the  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way,  thef 
were  quite  conformable  to  the  prefent  laws.     Jb  abfurdo^   there* 
fore,  it  was  probably  intended,  by  eflabliftiing  them,  to  credt  them 
into  independetit  corporations,  as  they  were  in  France  ;  and  could 
any  one,  particularly  could  the  dreaders  of  Popery,  confider  fuch  a 
meafure  as  expedient  ?   If  the  King  s  liccnfe  to  be  granted  in  virtue 
of  this  bill  is  neccflary  to  the  refidence  of  thefe  priefls  and  nuns  in 
England,  then  the  withdrawing  of  that  licenfe  mafl  render  their  re* 
.  fidence  illegal,  and .  hundreds  of  Bfiti(h-born  fubjeds  woold  h4 
driven  from  4hcir  native  home. 
.   Vol.  XII.  A  a 
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Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  that  the  ingenuity  of  the  right  honourable 
gentlctnan's  (the  Secretary  at  War)  argutn^ts  convinced  him 
of  the  extreme  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  legUlating  on  the 
fubjecl  of  monadic  inftitutions,  inftitutions  not  known  to  the 
lawf  of  this  country  ;  and  from  what  he  heard^  he  now  thought 
it  his  duty  to  fupport  the  bill.  The  Houfe  were  in  poiTeflion  of 
fadsi  as  fiated  lad  night  by  an  honourable  Member  (Mr«  Hob* 
houfe)  on  the  veracity  of  the  letters  of  a  much-refpeded  noblenun 
to  which  he  referred^  and  thefe,  he  thought  were  good  general 
grounds  to  proceed  upon.  ^Thofe  monaftics,  as  introduced  by  our 
compaifion  into  the  country,  flying  from  the  dorms  and  perfecution 
of  their  own,  apply  to  us  for  protection  ;  and  under  this  view  he 
thought  them  entitled  to  fuch  protedion  as  the  Legiflature  could 
with  fafety  yield  to  them.  But  from  a  cautious  and  rational  regard 
to  the  intereft  of  this  country,  he  would  wilh,on  the  fuggeftion  of  an 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman,  that  the  z&  Ihould  be  limited 
to  a  certain  period.  Our  ancefiors  always  manifefted  a  jealoufy  of 
thofe  inftitutions,  as  the  hittory  from  Henry  I.  to  Henry  VHI. 
end  the  feveral  contentions  between  them  and  the  Parliament,  and 
thef  ftatut^  oU  Mortmain,  tqgether  with  others  which  were  paflTed, 
reftraining  them  from  gathering  up  the  property  of  the  country  into 
their  own  hands,  fully  evinced.  He  faid,  he  was  a  friend  to  tole- 
ration, but  he  fek.it  was  his  duty  to  redrain  it  within  certain 
points  ;  and  to  have  donev  with  it  when  the  religious  opinioi^s  be* 
came  fo  enormous  as  to  be  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  the  comma- 
nity.  Popery  had  certain  opinions  of  that  kirfd,  and  he  would  be 
free  and  bold  enough  to  make  the  aflfertion  ;  but  from  the  tempe<» 
late  charader  of  the  peribns  defcribed  in  the  bill,  and  the  temperate 
tone  it  adopted  towards  thofe  peribns,  he  would  fupport  it. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  was  a  friend  to  a  qualifled  to- 

leration,  and  could  not  conceive  how  we  could  be  faid  to  grant  it, 

unlefs  we  permitted  to  perfons  the  ex'ercife  of  their  rites,  ceremo* 

nieS)  and  forms  of  religion  ;  and  this  we  profefs  to  do,  unlefs  thofe 

ihflitutions  trenched  coniidcrably  upon  our  own  civil  and  political 

rights  and  liberties.     He  thought,  indeed,  from  what  he  beard» 

that  thofe  inditutions  had  availed  themfelves  conliderably  of  the 

advantage  of  the  edablilhmcnt  they  made  in  this  country,  and  that 

profelytifm  had  gained  ground.     He  wilhed  for  information  on 

this  point,  and  did  exped,  from  the  genius  of  that  religion,  which 

has  a  tendency  to  propagate  its  dodrine,  and  a  zeal  to  make  converts 

to  its  bithj  that  it  had  made  fome  progrefs.     If  fo,  he  faid  we 

ihould  take  fuch  meafures  as  would  be  benevolent  to  them  and  juft 

to  ourfelvcs,  and  ihould  make  laws  to  iredrain  its  growth.    He 
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wondered  to  hear  it  faid  hj  an  honourable  member  on  the  laft 
debate,  that  all  diffenters  were  of  one  charader  and  defcription,  and 
that  there  was  no  great  diflference  between  them  ;  when  it  was  vveil 
known  of  the  Catholics,  tha^t  they  were  all  inimical  to  what  they 
Called  the  Protcftant  Hercfy.  Pofleflcd  of  fuch  opinions,  he  would 
advife  the  Legiflature  to  guard  againft  them  with  circumfpedlion, 
but  not  to  treat  them  as  criminals  for  points  of  faith.  They  were' 
cneitltd  to  proceAion  and  compadlon  ;  for,  as  dcfcribed  by  a  vliem« 
beron  laft  night,  they  were  caft  as  a  wreck  upon  our  (hores..'  Itc 
would  inculcate  the  great  rule  of  life,  **  Do  unto  others  as  you; 
would  be  done  by/*  The  Legiflature  (hould  prevent  the  making 
of  converts,  or  the  taking  of  children  into  their  fchools  and  teaching' 
Proteflant  pupils ;  a£l8  injurious  to  the  Proteftant  and  civil  efta«* 
bliihmems  of  the  country.  But  he  had  not  heard,  from  any  inquiry 
he  lyiade;  or  from  any  information  he  received,  notwithftanding  the 
great  difference  it  may  bt  fuppofed  to  make  between  having  thofe 
monaftic  inftitutions  at  the  door,  and  having  them  abroad,  that' 
only  a  fingle  Proteftant  perfon  had  entered,  after  all  the  alarm 
fpread,  upon  the  imagined  mifchief.  He  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Houfe  in  farther  oppofing  a  bill  that  he  deemed  fo  un* 
nec<;flary.  He  would  wifti  a  better  fecurity  againft  fuch  apprehen- 
sions than  parliamentary  proceedings,  ftatutes,  &c.  He  would  wifli 
the  country  (bould  find  its  fecurity  in  its  morals,  its  manners,  the 
mildnefsof  its  inftitutions,  and  it«  own  religious  inftitutions.  It 
was  in  this,  as  in  all  human  eftabliftitnents  ;  men  put  their  truft 
in  their  walls  and  batteries,  as  in  ftrong  holds/ inftead  of  their  own 
native  energy  and  vigour.  Wife  men  (hould  not  depend  for  their 
fupport  on  bills  or  ads,  but  on  the  example  and  influence  of  the 
wife,  the  good,  and  pious,  which  is  the  foundeft  fupport  of  every 
eftablifliment  and  every  State. 

Mr.  SMITH  faid,  after  what  he  had  heard,  he  had  nothing 
new  to  ofler ;  but,  having  rifen,  he  would  ftate  two  fliort  arguments.  . 
The  bill  was  either  a  reftraining,  or  an  enabling  bill  ^  if  the  for- 
mer, as  a  friend  of  toleration,  be  woiitd  vote  againft  it ;  but  if  an  ^ 
enabling  bill,  he  would  vote  for  it :  the  latter  it  was  not,  for  it  was 
far  from  being  fuch,  being  oppofed  by  thofe  very  perfons  whom  it 
was  faid  to  favour.  Its  procedure  was  furious.  A  h&  was  firft. 
aflfumed  as  ground  of  fuppofition,  and  then  fuppofition  was  given  as 
fa£t,  and  then  motives  of  delicacy  afligned  as  reafons  why  that  hA 
fliould  not  be  fliewn  or  proved.  '  The  very  perfons  themfelves  in 
whofe  favour  it  is  propofed,  deprecate  this  delicacy ;  and  he  hoped 
the  good  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe  would  not  fuffer  fuch  a  bill  to  go 
further. 

Aa  a 
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Mr.  BRAGGE  rofc  to  reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  Secretary 
at  War,  and  thofc  of  the  two  laft  fpeakcrs.  He  entered  upcm  a 
general  view  of  the  queftion,  as  to  its  legality  and  policy,  maintained 
that  neither  monks  nor  nuns  were  neccflTary  to  the  Catholic  religion^ 
and  that  do  reftraint  upon  them  coul4  be  thought  to  intctfcre  with 
the  principles  of  toleration.  He  faid,  the  grotinds  of  general  tnfor- 
niation  of  fuch  perfons  being  formed  into  focicties  in  ihe  country,, 
were  fufBcient  for  the  Lcgiflaturc  to  prcxreed  upon  ;  and  that  many 
bilk  paffcd  in  courfe  were  brought  in  on  lighter  grounds.  Mr, 
]^ragge  commented  on  the  exprcflion  of  Mr.  Wilbcrforce,  which 
Ije  thought  light  and  unguarded ;  as.  the  fame  afperfion  might  be 
thrown  on  all  laws  to  be  paffed  in  that  Houfe,  by  faying,  *•  truft  ^ 
to  morals,  manners,  &c.  and  do  not  make  laws,  as  a  remedy  for 
the  evils  complained  of." 

Mr.  \VILBERFORCE  explained  himfelf.     The  expreflioa 
'  4id  not  carry  that  meaning ;  his  meaning  was,  that  ^^^  remedy 
now  propofed,  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  evil,  was  likely  to  be  incffcflual, 
apd  legiflation  would  therefore  he  to  ho  purpofe. 

The  qucftion  was  then  put  on  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair» 
which  was  carried  without  a  diviiion.  The  Huufc  went  into  a 
Committet,  and 

Mr-  SHERIDAN  opened  the  debate,  by  ftrongly  affirming, 
that  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  Mr.  Erikine,  did  not  undcr- 
ijand  the  31ft  aft  oi  George  the  Thjrd,  which  was  the  hinge  on 
^hich  this  difcuflion  turned;  and  he  hoped  that  fome  friend 
would  tell  him  what  he  faid  of  him,  that  he  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  confronting  this  charge,  which  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  made 
againft  him,  as  this  z&  was'  in  itfelf  a  charter  to  the  Catholics  in 
q|ueftion.     He  then  moved  to  report  progrefs. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  anfwered  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  maii^tained* 
that  the  prefent  bill  furnilhed  more  ample  prote6)ion  to  the  Catholic 
inOitutions  than  any  other  regulation  ;  and  faid  that^  untefs  it 
pafled,  they  would  be  fubjedl  to  every  hardfhip  and  inconvenience 
imaginable  from  a  rude  p»^pu!ace,  who  may  from  impertinent  curi- 
ofity  intrude  into  the  meetings  of  the  nuns  whilft  celebrating  the 
ceremonies  of  their  religion. 

The  Committee  was  proceeding  flowly  on  the  claufes  of  tho 
bill,  when 

Sir  HENRY  ST.  JOHN  MILDMAY,  anticipating  the  dif- 
poHtiori  of  counting  out  the  noembers,  accepted  the  propofal  pf  re- 
porting progrefs.  He  then  moved  that  the  Chairman  (hould  re- 
port progrcfsj  and  a(k  leave  to  lit  again  on  Friday^  which  was 
agreed  to. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

fVednefdiP/f  June  25. 

Lord  Bradford,  (late  Hqn.  Mr.  Orlando  Bridgeman^ 
M.  P.  For  Wigan),  was  fworn  and  took  his  feat  according  to  thct 
Peerage,  on  the  demife  of  his  father  the  late  Lord. 

A  meflfage  was  feT>^  to  the  Commons,  requeuing  that  the  Exem*. 
pUficarion  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Reprefemation  AA  of  the* 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  which  their  Lordfhips  underilood  was  ini 
the  pof!e(rion  of  that  Houfe,  might  be  tranfmitted  to  them,  &c. 

After  a  (hort  interval  the  Mafters  in  Chancery  returnrd,  and 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  Commons  had  thought  proper  to  fend 
the  document  requeued  by  them.  The  exemplification  was  thea 
read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 
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fVedneJday^  Jime  ^5. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confidcr  of  fcveral  a^^s  .pa (fed 
in  the  26th  and  29th  years  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majefty  King 
George  the  Second,  and  in  the  X2th,  28th  ahd^39th  years  of  th« 
reign  of  His  prefcnt  Majefty,  relative  to  the  performance  of  qua- 
rantine,  and  for  the  fevcral  purp(^fcs  therein  mentioned,  the  refolu. 
tions  which  the  Committee  had  dired^ed  him  to  report  to  the 
Houfe  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  tabic,  where  the  fame  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  at 
follows,  viz. 

Refolved,  That  His  Majefty  be  enabled  tp  dire^  the  fum  of 
65,0001.  to  be  iftued  out  of  the  confolidated  fund,  for  the  purpofe 
of  eredling  a  Itzarette  on  Chctney-hill,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
with  nccelfary  and  convenient  accommodations,  for  the  purpofe  of 
performing  quarantine,  and  for  defraying  the  expences  attending  the 
fame. 

Refolved,  That  there  be  charged  for  every  ton  burthen  of  every 
(hip  or  vefl'el,  the  cargo  of  which,  or  any  part  thereof,  (hall  have 
'  performed  quarantine,  in  this  kingdom,  and  which  fhall  have  ar- 
rived from  any  p<irt  of  Turkey,  or  from  any  port  or  place  in  Africa, 
i^ithin  the  Strcights  of  Gibraltar,  or  in  the  Weft  Barbary  on  the 
Ailaniic  Ocean,  with  a  clean  bill  of  health,  a  duty  of  7s.  6d, 
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Refolvedy  That  there  be  chaij;ed  for  every  ton  burthen  of  cvciy 
fuch  (hip  or  veflel  which  (hall  have  fo  arrived  whhout  a  clean  bin 
of  health,  a  duty  of  1 5s. 

Refolved,  That  there  be  charged  for  every  ton  burthen  of  every 
ihipor  veffciy  the  cargo  of  which/ or  any  part  thereof,  fhall  have 
performed  quarantine  in  this  kingdom,  and  which  fhall  havearrivccf 
from  any  port  or  place  whatever,  except  from  any  part  of  Turkey, 
or  from  ^ny  port  or  place  in  Africa,  within  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar, 
or  in  the  Wefl  Barbary  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  with  a  clean  bill  of 
bealth,  a  duty  ^f  3s. 

Reiblved,  That  there  be  charged  for  every  ton  burthen  of  every 
iuch  (hip  or  veflel  which  (ball  have  fo  arrived  without  a  clean  bill 
of  health)  a  duty  of  i  os. 

Refi>lved,  That  there  be  charged  for  every  ton  burthen  of  every 
fhip  or  veifel,  the  cargo  of  which,  or  any  part  thereof,  fhall  confiA 
of  goods^  wares,  or  merchandize,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manqfac* 
turc  of  Turkey,  or  of  any  port  or  place  in  Africa  within  the 
Streights  of  Gibraltar,  or  in  the  Wed  Barbary  on  the  Atlantic 
OceaQ,  which  (hall  have  performed  quarantine  in  this  kingdom, 
and  which  (hall  have  arrived  from  any  port  or  place  in  Holland, 
or  from  any  port  or  place  whatever  at  which  there  is  not  a  r^Dlar 
eftablilhed  lazarette  for  the  performance  of  quarantine,  a  duty  of 
7$.  6d. 

Refolved,  That  there  be  charged  for  every  ton  burthen  of  every 
(hip  or  veiTel  which  (hall  have  fo  arrived  under  fuch  circumftances 
as  (hall  induce  His  Majcfty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy 
Council,  to  fubje£l  them  to  like  quarantine  as  (hips  arriving  from 
Turkey  without  clean  bills  of  health,  a  duty  of  15s. 

Refolved,  That  there  be  charged  for  every  ton  burthen  of  every 
(hip  or  veflfel,  the  cargo  of  which,  or  any  part  thereof,  (hall  have 
performed  quarantine  in  this  kingdom,  and  which  (hip  or  veflel 
(hall  enter  inwards  in  the  port  of  JU>ndon,  an  additional  duty 

of   IS. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  fevenil  laws  now  in  force 
for  the  performance  of  quarantine  (liould  be  amended  and  made 
more  effedluaL 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  upon  the  faid  re(blutiont;  . 
and  that  Mr.  Bragge,  Mr.  Douglas,  I/ord  Hawkcfbury,  and  Mr. 
Ryder,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame* 

Mr.  Secretary  Dunoas  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a 
meiTage  from  His  Majedy  to  the  Houfe,  (igned  by  His  Majcfiy ; 
and  he  prefented  tha  fame  to  the  Houfe,  and  it  vras  read  by  Mr» 
Speaker  as  follows,  viz. 
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**  His  Majejhf  acquaints  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  that  cmruefitsonf 

have  been  entered  into  by  his  direction,  with  the  Hereditary  StadthMer 

of  tie  United  Provinces  f  for  f  lacing,  at  His  Majejiy  s  difpofal^  certam 

Jbips  of  war  andfeamenj  together  with  a  body  of  land  force  s^  whichy  in 

confequence  of  their  fubmitting  to  the  authority  vefted  in  his  Serene  Higb^ 

nefs  as  Captain  General  and  Admiral  of  the  Unions  had  been  pajfedt/oer 

t9  this  country.     His  Majefif  has  given  orders^  that  copies  of  theft 

conventions  ]kould  be  laid  before  Parliament  /  and  he  recommends  to  thit 

Houfe  to  confider  of  fuch  provifions  as  may  be  neceffary  to  enable  His 

Majejly  to  fuifl  the  engagements  he  has  entered  into  with  his  Serene 

Highnefsy  and  to  avail  l^mfelf  of  the  fervice  of  the  f aid  Jbips  ^  feamen^ 

and  troops^  for  the  further  prof ecution  of  the  war,  or  in  fuch' manner  as 

His  Majefhf  may  think  proper,  for  the  interefls  of  this  country. 

"  G.  Rr 

Ordered,  That  His  Majefty's  faid  moft  gracious  meflage  be  re- 
fierred  to  the  confideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Refoivedy  That  this  Houfe  will  to-morrow  morning  reiblve  itfielf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  take  His  Majefiy'6  £ud 
«ioft  gracious  meffage  into  consideration. 

Refolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefcnted  Co  His  Majedf* 
Co  return  His  MajeAy  the  thanks  of  tlus  Houfe  for  the  gracious  com- 
munication contained  in  His  Majefty's  meflag^  to  this  Houfe. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majedy  bf 
(bch  Men^rs  of  this  Houfe  as  are  of  His  Majefiy's  mofi  honour- 
able Privy  Council. 

Mr.  Secret!»r^  Dundas  then  prefented  to  the  Houfe^  by  His 
Majefty's  command. 

No.  I.  A  paper,  intituled,  "  Terms  on  which  His  Majcfiy  haa 
agreed  to  take  into  his  employment  the  Dutch  (hips  of  war  wbidi 
furrendercd  to  His  Mayefty's  fleet  under  the  command  of  Vice  Act* 
miral  Mitchell,  to  be  held  for  the  orders  of  his  Serene  Highoefs  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  in  the  Vlieter,  on  the  30th  of  AuguH  17991'* 
and  alfO| 

No.  2.  A  paper,  intituled,  <'  Terms  for  receiving  the  Dutch 
troops  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Orange,  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  ini» 
His  Majefty's  fervice.*' 

Ordered,  That  the -faid  papers  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of 
the  QommitCee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  His  Majefly's  fiud 
mod  gradaii3  coeffife  ia  referred. 
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The  Executory  Devife  bill  having  been  committed,  Mr.  Bnggp 
in  the  chair. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  he  was  fully  con- 
Vinced  of  the  ncccffiry  of  fomc  meafure  of  this  kind.  The  cOabKCh- 
mcnt  of  a  late  very  extraordinary  will  (Mr,  Thelluflbn's)  had  fince 
encouraged  others  to  make  even  more  extravagant  devifes,  which 
might  eventually  become  detrimental  not  only  to  the  individuals  can* 
cerned,  but  alfo  to  the  interefts  of  the  State,  The  prefent  bill, 
however,  was  merely  profpeflive,  and  fo  far  from  having  any  rc- 
trofped^,  that  it  was  not, meant  to  interfere  with  the  provifions  of 
any  wills  that  had  hitherto  been  made :  neither  did  it  prevent  the 
feAator  from  making  any  limitations  he  thought  proper,  only  not  to 
extend  rhem  beyond  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  or  the  life  of 
fome  one  pcrfon  then  in  exiftence. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  he  (hould  not  then  enter 
at  large  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  meafure,  but  cpnfidered  it  to  be  of 
extreme  importance,  and  very  fcnfibly  to  counterafl  the  views  of 
thofe  who  wifhed  to  become  the  fotmders  of  great  families,  which 
was  the  leading  objeft  of  many,  and  had  been  encouraged  from 
the  comnwncement  of  all  (latfs  and  focieties,  at  leaft  in  Europe.  He 
trufted,  that  when  the  bill  (hould  pafs  through  the  Committee,  it 
would  be  printed  in  its  amended  (late,  and  an  interval  of  fome 
months  given  for  the  country  to  con(ider  of  it. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  contended,  that  the  policy  of  our  laws 
skllowed  of  limitations  from  the  earlieft  periods,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
entails,  which  were  fuffcred  to  extend  beyond  perfons  at  the  time  in 
cxiftencr,  left  too  great  a  mafsof  property  (hould  be  in  the  poffc(rion 
of  an  individual,  to  the  danger  or  injury  of  the  State.  After  fomc 
further  converfation,  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  report 
feceivcd  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  moved,  that  it  be  taken 
into-confideration  this  day  fe'nnight;  to*  which 

Colonel  ELFORD  moved  an  amendment,  by  fubftituting  the 
words  "  this  day  thrc^  months." 

A  further  converfation  then  arofe,  in  which  it  was  fuggcfted, 
that  by  intcrpoling  a  delay  of  any  length,  fome  of  the  perfons  who 
had  made  wills  with  extrjivagant  limitations  might  die,  which 
would  render  it  nece(rary  to  provide  by  this  bill  to  make  fuch  will§ 
invalid.  ' 

.  The.MASTER  OJF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  the  framcrs  of 
this  bill  defigned  to  allow  fix  months,  or  fome  reafonnble  time,  Ibr 
perfons  who  might  have  made  fuch  willa  to  alter  thetti ;  after  Whicbp 
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the  truftecs  would  not  be  authorized  to  a6l  under  them  ;  but  it  will 
be  for  the  Houfe  tocon(ider,  in  a  future  ftage,  whether  or  not  they 
would  grant  that  indulgence. 

At  length  the  amendment  was  withdrawn,  and  the  original  mo- 
tion carried,,  for  the  further  conlideration  on  Wcdnefday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

.  Thurfday^  June  26. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD,  alluding  to  the  refolutions  which  had 
been  brought  up  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refpefling  inclofures, 
called  the  attention  of  their  Lordfhips  to  them  on  account  of  their 
vad  importance^  and  moved  that  they  (hould  be  printed,  in  order 
that  each  noble  Lord  might  have  an  opportunity  of  confidering  them 
more  deliberately.— Agreed  to. 

Upon  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Pigot  Diamond  bill, 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  rofe  to  ttate  his  objeaions  to  the 
bill ;  but  he  wifhed  fird  to  hear  from  fome  noble  Lord  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  bill  was  founded.  No  noble  Lord  rifing,  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  f;^,  that  he  could  not  fee  any  reafons  fufficiently  firong 
to  induce  him  to  accede  to  the  meafure.  It  militated,  in  his  idea, 
againft  thofe  principles  by  which  property  was  governed,  and  tended 
to  increafe  the  evils  which  were  allowed  by  all  to  refult  from  lot- 
teries. The  only  rea(bn  that  was  urged  in  favour  of  the  great  na- 
tional lotteries  was,  that  they  tended  to  produce  money  for  the  public 
fervice.  No  reafon  of  this  kind  could  be  adduced  in  favour  of  the 
prcfent  meafure.  With  refpedl  to.  the  parties  concerned,  he  had-  ' 
not  the  fmalleA  animolity  to  them :  it  had  been  faid,  that  upon 
trying  to  difpofe  of  this  diamond,  the  largeft  price  that  any  one  had 
ofFered  was  ten  thoufand  pQunds.  Now  the  bill  propofed,  that 
there  ihould  be  1 1,000  tickets,  at  two  guineas  each.  .The  produce 
of  this  lottery  would  be  22,000  guineas ;  though,  whoever  was 
the  gainer  of  the  diamond,  would  not,  as  had  been  faid,  if  he  tried 
to  difpofe  of  the  diamond,  be  able  to  procure  a  higher  offer  than 
Io,pooL  Another  objedion  was,  that  it  interfered  with  the  na- 
cionftl  lotteries  :  one  was  about  to  be  drawn  in  another  kingdom : 
but  the  great  objection  in  his  mind  was,  that  it  tended  to  entourage 
the  principle  of  gambling,  and  to  increafe  thofe  evils  which  wero 
generally  allowed  to  flow  from  lotteries. 
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The  Earl  of  WESTMORLAND  faid,  that  he  (hould  not 
enter  into  a  view  of  the  bills  by  which  private  lotteries  were  fup- 
prefled.  But  the  prefcnt  nncafurc  did  not  fccm  to  be  liable  to  thofc 
objcflions  which  had  been  urged  by  the  noble  Duke.  With  rcfpcdl 
to  the  value  of  the  diamond,  very  flcilful  lapidaries  had  been  ex- 
amined, and  it  had  been  given  in  evidence  that  it  was  worth  nearly 
30,000!.  When  the  diamond  was  firft  bought,  it  was  deemed  a 
great  ri)€culation,  and  it  might  be  that  it  had  been  intended  to  adorn 
the  Crown.  It  had  been  forty  years  in  the  Pigot  family,  and 
during  all  that  time  it  could  not  be  difpofed  of.  The  circumftances 
of.  the  cafe  were  peculiar.  The  produce  of  it  was  to  be  divided 
among  fevcral  pcrfons  ;  one  of  thofe  perfons  was  of  a  great  age  ; 
and  unlefs  it  was  difpofed  of  in  the  way  propofed  immediately,  it 
could  not,  a<;  the  property  of  that  aged  perfrn  would  defcend  to 
minors,  ht.  inld  for  many  years  to  come.  With  refpeft  to  thcevil* 
of  infurnncc,  it  could  not  be  faid  that  this  bill  tended  to  incrcafc 
them,  tor  this  lottery  was  to  contain  but  one  prize,  and  that  was  to 
be  determined  by  the  firft  correfponding  number  drawn  Irt  the 
Er^jliih  lottery.  A  few  minutes,  therefore,  after  the  Englifh  lottery 
began  drawing,  would  determine  the  prize  in  this  lottery.  His 
Lordfliip  concluded  by  mentioning  the  fervices  which  the  Pigot 
family  had  rendered  to  their  country. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  faid,  that  if  the  noble  Earl  and  the 
Houfe  would  confent  to  its  being  inferted  in  the  preamble,  that  the 
application  was  granted  in  confideration  of  ttic  fervices  of  Lord^ 
Pigot,  &c.  he  would  not  objeS  to  the  bill. 

Lord  CARLISLE  was  of  opinion,  that  the  bill  rcfied  already 
on  general  merits  ;  and  that  all  applications  of  a  fimilar  kind,  if 
founded  on  equal  claitns  on  the  generofity  and  juftice  of  the  Public, 
ought  to  be  acceded  to  by  that  Houfe. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  noble  Duke  in  explanation,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Lord  Grenville  prefcntcd  a  meiTage  from  His  Majefty  rela- 
tive to  the  convention  entered  into  between  his  Serene  Highnefs  the 
Hereditary  Prince  Stadtholder  and  His  Mi'jefty,  fimilar  to  that  de- 
livered yeftcrday  to  the  Commons. 

Lord  Grenville  then  moved  a  correfponding  addrefs  to  His  Ma- 
jefty  upon  the  occafion  ;  which  was  forthwith  voted,  and  the 
Lords  with  white  flaves  ordered  to  attend  His  Majefty  rcfpe£ling 
the  fame. 

Lord  Grenville  afterwards  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
fccopd  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  Union  of  Great  Bricaift  and 
Ireland. 


June  17.]  DEBATES^  187 

* 

:    The  bill  Was  forthwith  read  a  fecond  time^  and,  on  the  motion 
of  bis  Lord(hip,  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Friday  J  yune  27. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  moved  for  going  into  a  Committeo 
upon  the  bill,  intituled,  "  An  A<9  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain 
with  Ireland,"  theHoufc  refolved  itfclf  into  the  famej  Lord  Wal- 
iingham  in  the  chair. 

The  different  claufes  of  the  bill  were  then  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee without  obfervation  or  amendmept ;  and  the  Houfe  refuming, 
received  the  report,  and  ordered  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday. 

Shortly  after  this  proceeding, ' 

Lord  HOLLAND  entered  the  Houfc,  and  exprcffed  his  aftonirti- 
mcnt  that  a  bill  of  fuch  infinite  importance,  as  an  ad  for  the  Union 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fhould  be  hurried  through  a  Com- 
mittee with  fuch  precipitation,  and,  as  he  underftood,  at  a  time 
when  the  attendance  was  remarkably  thin.  There  was  not  aclaufc 
of  the  bill  but  what  was  of  great  and  various  importance.  He  con- 
ceived it  to  be  univerfally  undcrftood,  that  no  important  pyblic 
bufinefs  was  to  be  brought  forward  in  that  Houfe  before  five 
o'clock  ;  under  that  idea,  he,  as  well  as  other  noble  Lords  who  felt 
flrongly  intereftcd  refpeding  the  meafure,  did  not  attend  earlier  ; 
he  mud  cenfure  the  indecent  hafte  with  which  that  important  order 
of  the  day  was  difpofcd  of,  and  could  not  refrain  from  faying,  that 
it  looked  like  a  wifh  to  take  the  Houfe  by  furprife.  « 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  quitted  the  woolfack,  and 
begged  the  noble  Lord's  attention  to  a  very  plain  and  concifc  an- 
fwer  to  th<5  obfervations  he  had  pleafed  to  make.  The  bill  had 
been  yeAerday  in  the  important  flage  of  a  fecond  reading — the 
Houfe  was  fummoned  upon  it,  and  the  attendance  unufually  full. 
Not  a  fyllable  .  was  then  fald  refpedting  the  meafure ;  the  bill  was 
Chen  read  a  fecond  time  without  a  (ingle  obfervation  having  been 
offered,  and  ordered  to  a  Committee.  No  Lord  even  at  the  time 
fuggedcc]  the  propriety  of  fummoning  the  Houfc  upon  the  meafure  ; 
added  to  that,  in  the  prefent  inAance,  all  the  previous  orders  of  the 
day  had  been  difpofed  of,^  and  only  that  remained.  Under  thcfc 
circumftances,  it  furely  could  not  be  faid  that  there  exidcd  the  leaft 
intention  of  furprife. 

Lord  HOLLAND  replied,  that  it  by  no  means  followed,  be- 
caufe  a  Peer  did  not  move  for  a  fummons,  that  he  might  not  wifli 
to  deliver  an  opinion  upon  any  particular  meafure.     At  all  events, 
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he  thought,  for  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe   and-  flic  decorum  of  its 
proceedings,  it  (hould  be  decidedly  undcrftood  that  important  public 
bufinefs  (hould  not  be  brought  forward  before  a  parficular  hour  ; 
'  for  inftance,  five  o'clock.  ' 

Lord  Holland,  obferving  Lord  Grenvllle  enter,  faid,  that  he 
i;pi(bed  for  fomc  information  from  His  Majefly's  Miniftcrs  on  a 
fubjeft  rcfpefling  whichhe  felt  himfelf  entitled  to  receive  a  dire£l 
anfwer.  It  was  now  four  months  fince  His  Majcft)  's  Miniftcrs 
had  brought  down  a  meffage  from  the  Crown,  ftating  that  His 
Majcfty  required  a  provifional  fubfidy  in  confcquence  of  a  fubfidiary 
treaty  then  negociating  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the 
Eleflor  of  Bavaria,  which  was  likely  to  be  finally  adjufted  very 
ihortly,  and  by  virtue  of  which  conliderable  afliftance  would  be 
furnidied  to  the  allied  forces  againft  France.  His  Lordfhip  faid, 
he  had  exped^ed  long  before  this  to  have  heard  whether  that  treaty 
had  received  its  completion,  and  in  that  cafe  to  have  feen  it  on  the 
table.  He  owned  he  was  fomewhat  dcfirous  to  fee  the  articles  of 
that  treaty,  and  to  be  able  to  afcertain  whether  the  Emperor  of 
Germany  had  refer\  ed  to  himfelf  the  power  of  making  peace  with 
France  without  the  confent  and  concurrence  of  this  country  or  not* 
As  far  as  he  could  judge  from  the  public  events  on  the  Continent, 
His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  had  (hewn  their  utter  iricapacity  to  conduct 
the  war,  and  had  wholly  mifcalculatcd  the  forces  of  the  allies,  and 
the  probability  of  the  fucccfs  of  the  prefent  campaign.  Having 
\vaited  patiently  for  four  months  to  fee  the  iffuc  of  this  treaty,  for 
which  a  proviHonal  fubfidy  had  been  granted,  it  would  not,  he 
trufted,  be  denied  that  he  had  a  right  to  call  for  an  anfwer. 

Lord  GKENVILLE  faid,  that,  with  refpefl  to  the  noble 
Lord's  queftion,  he  would  ,beg  to  call  his  recollcflion  to  the  real 
Hate  of  the  cafe  ;  namely,  that  the  treaty  alluded  to,  as  announced 
by  a  meflage  from  the  Throne,  was  then  dcfcribed  to  be  in  a  train 
of  ncgociation,  and  that,  when  it  was  completed,  it  (hould  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe.  The  advance  voted  was,  as  ftated  to  be,  pro- 
vifional, and  with  a  view  to  a  furtherance  of  the  treaty.  When 
<hofe  treaties  were  completed,  and  he  (hould  receive  His  Majefty's 
direflions  en  the  fubjeft,  he  (hould,  and  not  till  then,-  hold  it  his 
duty  to  difclofe  particulars.  Under  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
the  eafe  he  could  not  anfwer  the  noble  Lord  further  ;  and  with  re- 
gard to  what  fell  from  him  relative  to  the  mifcalculations  of  Mi- 
xiifters  rcfpe£ling  the  events  of  the  campaign,  as  it  had  no  fort  of 
reference  to  the  queftion  propofed,  he  (hould  decline  making  any 
obfervations  upon  it. 
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Lord  HOLLAND  afked,  was  he  then  to  underftand  that  no 
fuch  treaty  had  been  concluded— at  leaft,  that  it  had  not  reached 
this  country  ? 

Lord  GRENVlLLE  declared,  that  what  he  had  alre^idy  faid 
was  the  only  anfwer  that  appeared  to  him  to  be  fit  or  neceflary  for 
him  to  give. 

Lord  HOLLAND  then  laid,  that  the  noble  Secretary  of  State 
had  given  no  anfwer  at  all. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday i  June  27. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN. — **  Sir->  I  rife  in  purfuance  of  the  notice  I 
had  the  honour  of  giving  on  Tuefday  laft,  in  order  to  (^ate  the 
grounds  on  which  I  reft  my  propofition,  of  the  ncccffity  of  a  call  of 
the  Houfe  on  Monday  fortnight.      I  am  aiVare  how  very  unpleafant 
and  inconvenient  a  motion  of  this  kind  is  at  all  times,  unlefs  there 
exift  very  ftrong  grounds  for  it.      When  I  mentioned  my  intention 
on  Tuefday  of  bringing  forward  fuch  a  motion,  it  was  obfervcd  that 
the  intelligence  recently  arrived   from  France,   and  on  which  I 
founded  the  neceffity,  was  nothing  more  than  mere   rumour.      I 
might  have  been  difpofed  to  have  admitted  the  juftice  of  the  objec- 
tion ;  but,  Sir,  it  is  with  the  deepeft  regret  I  inform  the  Houfe, 
that  I  now  underftand  Government  has  received   the  fulleft  and' 
mod  authentic  accounts  of  the  truth,  in  every  particular,  of  that 
difaftrous  intelligence.      I  find  that  the  events  which  before  exifted 
only  in  rumour  have  taken  place,  and  that  the  alarming  confe- 
quenccs  of  them  appear  in  a  mi^ch  firongcr  light  than  by  the  firft 
doubtful  ftatement  of  them.      It  is  not  my  intention  to  take  ad« 
vantage  of  the  opportunity  the  fubje6t  aflfords  me,  by  g6ing  much 
at  large  into  general  topics  of  argument  and  obfervation,  referring 
to  the  impropriety  and  impolicy  of  carrying  on  the  war  with  the 
Republic  of  France*,  or  of  the  necpflity  of  an  immediate  peace  and 
reconciliation  with  her  prefent  Government }  but  I  (hall  confine 
myfelf  entirely  to  thofe  topics  which  will  enable  me  to  bring  before 
the  Houfe  the  fimple  queftion,  whether  the  prcfcnt  circumftances  of 
the  country,  and  the  relative  fituation  in  which  it  ftahds  with  regard 
to  its  allies,  are  not  materially  altered  fince  we  laft  difcufled  the 
fubjccl,  and  fo  much  fo  as  to  call  upon  the  Houfe  to  review  the  rea* 
fons  on  which  it  riien  decided  ?  and  alfo  to  inquire,  whether  it  is  fit 
and  proper  to  feparat^j  and  enter  upon  a  long  recefs,  leaving  the 
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power  of  war  and  peace  in  the  hands  of  HisMajcfty'sprcfent 
Minlders,  of  MiniOers  who  have  brought  the  country  to  its  prefent 
fituation,  and  whofc  hope*:,  promifes,  and  predictions,  with  which 
they^mufed  us,  have  failed  in  every  inftance — \^hethcr  it  becomes 
us  to  feparate^without  once  more  endeavouring  to  counfel  His  A4a« 
jcfty  on  this  important  and,  to  us  all,  intercfting  fubjedl  ?  When 
laft  this  queftion  was  difculi'cd,  we  were  inftruilcd  by  the  prophetic 
fpccch  and  warning  voice  of  that  great  man,  whofe  abfencc  the 
Houfc,  in  common  with  myfelf,  muft  regret  upon  this  occaGon,    as 
to  the  utter  impraftlcability  of  fubduing  the  French  Republic    by 
force  of  Arms.      At  that  period,  it  was  admitted,  wc  were  continu- 
ing the*  w>ar  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  the  Houfc  of  Bourbon. 
Such  was  conftlfedly  the  oljedl  of  Minifiers.      In  order  to  pcrfiiade 
the  Houfc  to  coinciilc  widi  them,  as  to  the  expediency  of  purfuing 
the  war  in  order  to  reliore  the  French  monarchy,  and  fupporting 
His  Maj^ifty's  Miniftcrs  in  refufing  every  kind  of  negociation  with 
Bonaparte,  fix  reafons  were  adduced.      Now   I   will  put  it  to  the 
plain  undcrftanoing  of  every  man  of  common  fenfe,  whether  wc 
have  net  ha  1  the  fulleft  experience,  that  every  one  of  thofe   fix 
grounds  or  reafons  for  continuing  the  war  and  refufing  to  negociate 
have  not  wholly  and  completely  failed  ?      I  aft,  whether  there  is  a 
fingle  fragment  of  any  one  of  them  remaining?     To  prove  that 
there  is  not,  I  will  recapitulate  them  in  their  order.  The  firft  rcafon 
was,  that  we  ought  to  wait  for  a  better  and  more  pc'rfccSt  acquaint- 
ance with  the  character  of  Bonnparte,  and  for  fome  proof  of  thefta-> 
bility  of  the  government  of  which  he  was  the  head.     Have  we  not 
been  enabled  to  form  a  fufficicnt  eftimateof  his  charader,  and  nCcd 
we  reqiiirt  any  further  proofs  of  the  ftability  of  his  power?   I  think 
the  Hoiife  'nd  the  Country  may  be  fatisfied  on  ihcfe  points.     The 
fecond  rcafon  wa5,  the  great,  cxpcnfivc  and  |f>crfevcring  fupport  that 
we  iTiould  receive  from  our  powerful  and  magnanimous  ally,  the 
Emperor  of  RufTia  ;  and,  eVcn  fhould  his  ardour  in  the  caufe  relax, 
the  aftlilance  wc  were  to  expcfl  from  the  Elcdlor  of  Bavaria  and  the 
J^rin.es  of  the  Empire.      Wc  have  had  all  the  experience  tliat  was 
ncctffiry,  and  it  hn^  proved  to  demonClration  that  the  hopes  formed 
of  artirtancc  from  thofe  powers  have  altogether  failed.     The  third 
reafon  oiTjred  was  a  treaty  v*'ith  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  by  which 
it  wMs  to  he  ftipulatcd  that  neither  Auftria  nor  England  were  to  lay 
down  (heir  arms  but  with  the  mutual  confent  of  each  other.     Has 
any  one  heard  of  fuch  a  treaty  having  taken  place  ?  T  know  nothing 
of  its  having  been  concluded,  nor  indeed  does  the  fafl  of  the  cxifl- 
cncc  of  fuch  a  treaty  at  all  appear.    The  fourth  and  principal  reafon 
was  to  be  found  in  the  rcpolTeffion  of  Italy  by  the  Emperor.     TiW 
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recent  failure  of  his  arms  in  that  quarter  has  afforded  us  fofEcicnt 
experience  how  premature  were  the  hope?  founded  on  that  circura- 
ftance.     The  fifth  reafon  was  the  increafcd  fparit  of  the  royalifts 
in  France.      It  was  faid  they  were  certain  of  finding  alliesMn  the 
difcontents  of  the  jacobms  ;  that  they  were  to  perfevere  till  the  fa- 
mily of  Bourbon  was  refeated  on  the  throne  of  France  ;  and  that 
the  divided  ftate  of  that  country  furniftied  a  ground  of  hope,  that, 
with  the  afliftance  of  this,  we  ihould  fee  the  objed  for  which  the 
war  was  commenced  and  carried  on  completely  accomplifhed.    Has 
not  experience  fhewn  how  ra(h  and  fallacious  fuch  hopes  were  ?  has 
not  the  event  proved  that  they  were  formed  without  the  leaft  know- 
ledge of  human  nature,  about  which  Miniftcrs  have  talked  fo  much  J 
The  fixth  and  laft  ground  was  the  reduced  and  diforganixed  ftatc 
of  the  French  army.     It  was  ftatcd  that  fuch  was  the  fituation  of 
the  military  power  of  France,  that  it  was  phyfically  impollible  for 
them  to  bring  foch  a  ftrength  into  the  field  as  could  produce  fuccefs> 
or  any  thing  like  it.     How  juft  fuch  a  conclufion  was,  the  Houfe, 
after  the  events  of  the  prefcnt  campaign,  are  enabled  to  determine. 
Thus,  Sir,  I  have  ftated  the  fix  grounds  that  induced  the  Houfc, 
when  the  fubjeft  was  laft  before  it,  to  fupport  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters  in  refuting  what  I  muft  call  the  iftoderate,  refpedful,  and 
apparently  fincerc  overtures  of  Bonaparte. 

Finding  that  every  one  of  thcfe  grounds  has  failed,  furcly.  Sir, 
I  (hall  not  be  deemed  a  very  unrcafonable  Member  of  Parliament, 
if  I  urge  the  Houfe,  before  it  confents  to  continue  the  war,  to  require 
at  leaft  fix  new  reafons.     The  Houfe  will  not,  it  cannot  carry  oti 
this  war  upon  thofe  fix  grounds  ;  which,  I  have  clearly  proved,  by 
(hewing  that  they  have  uniformly  failed,  muft  have  been  made  by 
Minifters  divefted  of  all  penetration,  knowledge  of  the  refources  of 
the  enemy,  and  capacity  to  condud  war  with  fuccefs,  or  make  pcact 
with  honour.     I  can  fancy  but  one  reafon  that  can  poflibly  induce 
•  Miniftcrs  to  continue  the  war  with  France.     It  may  be,  Sir,  that 
after  all  the  reafons  they  have  alleged  as  the  bafis  of  that  fupport 
which  they  received  from  the  Houfe  ;  after  all  their  vain  boafts  of 
their  own  triumphs  and  fuccefs,  and  the  defeat  ind  defpair  of  tht 
enemy  ;  after  all  thofe  hopes  of  the  divifions  in  France  having  pre., 
pared  the  way  for  the  reftoration  of  its  antient  government,  hopes 
which  they  pledged  themfelves  to  realize  ;  after  their  unfounded, 
weak,  and  ridiculous  aflertions  of  the  reduced  and  ruined  ftat^  of 
the  French  army  ;   and,  above  all,  after  their  violent  and  unquali- 
ficd  abufe  of  that  great  man,  for  fo  he  muft  be  called,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  French  Republic  ;   I  fay.    Sir,  after  Minifters  have  fo 
unnecefifarily  and  unadvifcdly  coannittcd  themfelves.  it  is  natural 
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to  fuppofe  they  would  feel   themfclves  in  ai>  awkward   fitiiatioriy 
if  obliged  to  treat  with  the  man  who  has  been  the  objefl  of  their 
virulent  and  ill-timed  abufc.     I  am  fcnflble  they  would  be  placed 
.  in  an  awkward  fituation  in  treating  with  him  nt  prefent.     But  (hall 
their  feelings  be  a  ground  for  deferring  the  day  of  negotiation  ? 
Their  woundc^d  pride  may  make  th^m  wi(h  to  continue  a  war, 
though  they  are  forced  to  abandon  the  grounds  and  principles  on 
which  they  have  hitherto  carried  it  on.     Were  I  a  political  friend 
of  thcir's,  I  fbould  fay  to  them — "  It  is  of  much  more  confequcnce' 
to  (top  the  efFufion  of  human  blood,  and  heal  the  wounds  of  affli6icd 
mankind,  than  to  continue  a  war  which  defolates  the  earth,  merely 
becaufe  your  feelings  would  be  hurt  by  entering  upon  a  treaty  for 
peace."     But,  Sir,  ought  the  reprefentatives  bf  Great  Britain  to 
regard  the  pride  or  the  feelings  of  His  Majefty's  MinKlers,  when 
they  cannot  be  gratified  without  dooming  to  mifery  and  death  thou- 
iands  of  our  own  feUow-fubje<^s,  and  thoufands  of  oar  enemies  ? 
Sir,  as  to  the  charader  of  Bonaparte,  which,  in  my  opinion,  forms 
fd  prominent  an  ingredient  in  the  prefent  argument,  though  I  fhould 
certainlv  not  have  referred  to  it  had  it  not  been  fo  much  the  fub- 
je6l  of  declamation  on  the  other  (idc  of  the  Houfe ;  with  regard  to 
his  charadcr  an^  principles,   I  would  put  it  to  the  candour  of  Mi- 
niilers  themfelves,  if  they  pofTefs  any,  as  well  as  to  the  Houfe,  whe- 
ther, fincc  the  period  when  they  rcfufed  to  negotiate  with  him,  every 
af^ion  by  which  he  has  diftinguilhed  himfelf  has  not  been  eminently 
calculated  to  raife  him  in  the  good  opinion  of  ever)'  man  who  judges 
without  prejudice  ?     That  Bonaparte  may  juflly  be  denominated  an 
ufurper,  I  admit ;  that  he  is  a  felf-appointed  di<5tator  in  France,  I 
admit ;  but  it  mud  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  (ituation  of  the  coun- 
try required  the  vigorous  hand  of  fuch  a  didator  as  he  is.     That 
Bonaparte  poifeflcs  more  power  than  is  compatible  with  the  liber- 
ties of  France,  I  admit ;  but  that  he  poffeiTes  more  power  than  is 
neceflary  to  protedl  the  Republic,  and  to  enable  it  to  refift  thofe 
enemies  that  feek  to  deftroy  it,  is  what  I  will  not  admit,     ^yhat 
has  been  the  fpecies  of  abufe  with  which  his  charader  has  been  at- 
tacked ?     Not  merely  that  he  is  an  hypocrite,  that  he  is  a  man  dc^^' 
void  of  principle,  that  he  is  not  only  divefted  of  morality  but  reli- 
gion, profefling  whatever  mode  of  faith  bed  anfwers  his  purpofe ; 
his  enemies  have  not  been  content  with  thefe  topics  of  cenfure,  but 
his  military  fkill  and  reputation  have  been  the  iubjed  of  their  at- 
tack.    It  has  been  faid,  that  the  failors  on  board  our  veiTels  before 
Acre  laughed  at  his  want  of  fkill  in  war.     But,  Sir,  we  have  feen 
religion  obtain^  tolerant  exemption  in  her  favour  under  the  Go- 
(rernmenc  of  this  athcill  ^  we  have  fcen  the  faith  of  treaties  obfcrved 


Jtrt«a>.]  DEBATES*  193 

Under  the  Governmctrt  of  this  perfidious  adventurdr— the  sirts  and 
fcicncct  find  prote6lion  under  the  Government  of  this  plunderer  ; 
the  fufferings  of  humanicy  have  been  alleviated  under  this  ferocious 
ufurper ;  the  arms  of  France  have  been  led  to  viflory  by  this  Tyro 
ill  che  art  and  pradttce  of  war !     Sir,  I  confefs  to  you.  I  look,  back 
wjth  aftonifhment  to  the  period  when  that  great  General  was  fo 
vilely  libelled.      I  was  wont  to  expe^  more  candour,  more  eleva- 
tion of  fentimcnr,  in  an  Engliih  gentleman.     But  the  war  in  which 
wc  arc  engaged  has  deadened  every  heroic  feeling  which  once  gave 
the  tone  to  the  martial  fpiric  of  this  abufcd  country.     tJnfortu* 
nately  for  us,  the  French  General  has  fully  proved  his  tide  to  he- 
roic honours.  Never  fince  the  days  of  Hannibal  have  fuch  fplendid 
events  opened  on  the  world  with  fuch  decifive  confequences.  "  Cujus 
adohfcentia  ad  fcientlam  rei  militarise  non  alienis  prttcepiis,  fed  fuis 
imperiis  \  nm  offenjionibus  belli ^  fed  viHoriis  ;  nonjiifendiisf  fed  tri" 
umphis,  ejl  traduifa.*'     Such  is  the  man  who,  even  in  his  military 
charader,    we    had    been  taught  to    confider    with   contempt  I 
Such  is  the  portrait  of  the  man  with  whom  His  Maje(ly*s  Minifters 
have  refufed  to  treat.   Sir,  I  (hould  not  have  mentioned  this,  if  go* 
vernment  had  not  made  his  charaAer  a  main  quefUon  as  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  and  if  His  Majefty's  MiniRers  had  not  (hewn 
us  that  our  hopes  of  peace  mud  depend  upon  their  ideas  concerning 
If.     I  do  fay,  that,  confidering  the  manner  in  whi^h  he  has  been 
treated  by  thofe  Minifters,  he  has  ad^ed  with  fingular  modefationj 
humanity,  and  magnanimity  ;  and  therefore  we  have  the  evidence 
of  fadls  as  to  his  principles,  and  that  evidence  removes  the  main  ground 
of  objeAion  to  treating  with  him.    There  are  moments  in  which  it 
may  be  neceflary  to  do  juftice  to  the  merits  of  an  enemy,  but  it  never 
can  be  neceifary  to  fpeak  of  an  enemy  with  rancour.     I  have  ftatecT, 
Sir,  that  Bonaparte  poflefles  much  more  power  than  is  compatible 
i^ith  the  liberty  of  France ;  but  having-always  held  the  opinion 
that  France  ought  to  enjoy  her  liberty,  and  being  perfuaded  that  the 
death   of  that  liberty  would   be  efieded  by  the  combined  powers 
forcing  a  government  upon  the  people,  I  cannot  but  hope  the  time 
will  arrive  when  France  (hall  not  only  poflefs  that  portion  of  true 
liberty  (be  ought  to  have,  but  that  the  gnvemment  of  this  counttj 
will  not  confider  its  own  fccurity  and  the  liberty  of  France  incon-^ 
(iftent  with  each  other.    ,Sir,  I  may  be  cenfured  fur  applyii^  fueh 
sa  term  as  tafte  to  a  fubjed  of  fuch  importance ;  but  it  docs  appear 
to  me  that  the  changes  produced  in  the  feelings  of  men  Miih  refpeA 
to  their  admiratioR  ^exalted  or  diftii^guilhcd  charadersi  in  a  great 
mcaAire  arc  to  be  attributed  to  the  tafie  and  iSsifliion  that  prevaiL 
Vol..  Xll.  C  € 
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Thcfc  arc  not  times  in  which  Kings  have  aoy  reafon  to  be  proud 
of  their  wealth  or  fuperior  power.  The  admiration  of  mankind  is 
not  confined  to  the  chara6)ersof  Kings  alone  ;  the  world  has  had  a 
leiTon  of  the  efFeds  of  their  ambition.  Bonaparte  has  (hewn  hi6  * 
country  9  that  his  objed  is  to  maintain  the  power  he  has  attained 
by  the  moderation  of  his  government ;  and  I  muft  hope,  that  when 
he  has  achieved  the  liberty  of  France,  and  his  enemies  have  af- 
forded him  the  opportunity  of  turning  his  attention  to  its  internal 
regulations,  he  wiH,  in  giving  it  liberty,  impart  to  it  all  the  bleflfings 
and  happinefs  of  civilixed  peace.  It  muft  be  in  the  recoUedion 
of  the  Houfe,  how  much  (Irefs  was  laid  on  the  conduA  of  this 
man  with  regard  to  the  fuccefs  of  any  negotiations  for  terminating 
the  war.  Has  he  not  fufficiently  developed  his  charader,  and 
given  proofs  of  the  fecurity  and  permanence  with  which  our  go- 
vernment might  conclude  a  treaty  with  him  i  I  believe.  Sir,  it  * 
will  hot  be  denied  for  a  moment,  that  the  general  voice  is  for  peace, 
immediate  peace,  if  poflible ;  the  necefTity  of  peace  is  felt  through- 
out the  country,  both  in  this  Houfe  and  out  of  it.  But  I  am  ferry 
to  fay  that  there  is  a  degree  of  carelefs  indolence  and  fupinenefs  that 
pervades  all  ranks  of  the  people,  which  to  my  mind  is  the  worft 
fymptom  of  the  declining  liberty  of  a  country.  Thcfe  is  fcarccly 
a  man  whom  you  meet,  who  has  known  the  extent  of  the  cala- 
mities of  the  prefent  war,  yet  in  proportion  to  thofe  calamities  has 
been  a  fupportcr  of  government  in  carrying  it  on,  who  has  not  re- 
ceived the  news  of  the  vifiories  over  the  Auftiians,  our  allies,  with 
a  fmilp  ;  they  obferve,  that  the  viflorics  of  Bonaparte  will  lead  to 
peace.  Look  to  the  univerfal  fentimenc  thofe  vidlorics  have  pro- 
duced in  the  city  :  the  funds  have  rifen  in  confequcncc  of  them  ; 
the  people  feel  that  it  fs  to  the  defeat  of  our  allies  alone  that  they 
can  look  forward  for  an  alleviation  of  their  calamities.  If  the 
people  have  fufFercd  by  the  continuation  of  the  war,  ir  is  to  thcm- 
felves  they  niuft  look  as  the  caufe  of  their  fufferings.  They  feel 
the  diftrcffes  of  the  war ;  they  will  not  fay,  "  We  will  have  peace," 
but  are  content  to  receive  it  as  a  boon  from  the  enemy,  through  the 
difgracc  of  our  allies.  I  know  the  people  have  only  to  meet  in  a 
cbnftitutional  way,  and  exprefs  their  determination  to  have  peace,  in 
order  to  obtain  it :  but  no  ;  they  wait  till  they  receive  it  by  the 
defeat  and  lofs  of  honour  of  thofe  with  whom  we  are  allied'  in  the 
profecution  of  the  war.  It  is  this  fupinenefs  that  I  coniidcr  as  a 
fymptom  of  the  decay  of  the  fpirit  which  once  charadcrifcd  the 
country.  There  never  was  a  period  when  there  appeared  fo  Utile* 
public  virtue,  fo  little  independence  of  mind,  as  at  piefent  ;  it  iK* 
to  rcfcuc  it  from  fuch  apathy  that  I  make  this  mcticn.  ^  Rcfirring 
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to  what  I  profefled  at  the  outfet  of  my  obfervations/ 1  (hall  not 
furthrr  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  but  conclude  with  the 
motion  I  propqfed  to  make ;  obferving  at  the  fame  time,  that  no 
.  one  can  be  more  fenfible  of  the  unpopularity  of  fuch  a  motion  than 
.  I  ani ;  however,  I  do  not  know  that  there  can  be  any  objedion  to. 
it.  I  put  it  to  Miniftcrs,  whether  they  ought  hot  to  give  every 
Mexpber  of  this  Houfe  an  opportunity  of  attending  the  difcuilion  of 
fo  important  a  queftion  as  that  of  peace  or  war,  previous  to  the  fepa- 
ration  of  Parliament  ?  I  (hall  now  move,  Sir,  "  That  this  Houfe 
may  be  called  over  ihis  day  fortnight." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  effed  : 
'*  Sir,  having  attentively  liftcncd  to  the  obfervations  made  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  confidered  the  nature  of  his  motion,  I 
.  think  myfelf  warranted  in  maintaining  that  the  whole  of  his  argu- 
ment applies  to  one  of  two  propofitionsi     His  chief  objedl  is  cal- 
culated to  lead  to  an  immediate  peace  with  the  French  Republic,  or 
to  induce  the  Houfe  to  addrcfs  His  Majefty  no  longer  to  pl^ce  his 
confidence  in  his  prefent  Minil^ers.    As  far  as  the  call  of  the  Houfe 
goes,  I  would  leave  it  to  others  rather  than  take  part   in  the  mere 
,  propriety  of  the  mcafurc  ;  and  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  obferv- 
.  ing,  that  the  call  muft  in  every  poITible  view  prove  ufelefs.     It  is 
evidently  unneccfTary,  becaufe  if  the  queflion  be  admitted  to  poffefs 
(Irong  claims  to   attention,   its  importance  will  operate  as  power- 
/uUy  as  any  call  of  the  Houfe  in  producing  the  defired  attendance. 
^  Were  tlie  Houfe  to  acquiefce  in  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, its  compliance  would  produce  many  ferious  inconveniences. 
But,  returning  to  the  ipeech  of  the  honourable  gcntlehian,  I  cannot 
but  remark,  that  if  I  were  to  argue  on  the  reafons  which  he  had 
(lated,  I  (hould  not  trouble  the  Houfe  at  any  ler^h  ;  nor  indeed 
am  I  inclined  to  fay  much,  as  mof)  of  his  arguments  are  founded 
upon  the  recent  news  to  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  allude,  and 
.which  he  undertakes»to  inform  us  is  rendered  fo  certain  and  authen* 
tic  that  it  (hould,  in  his  opinion,  caufe  a  complete  change  in  the  fcn- 
timents  entertained  and  recc^nized  by  gentlemen  during  the  whole  of 
^  the  fcflion.    I  know  not  what  to  think  of  the  lionourable  gentleman's 
idea  of  authenticity  ;  but  to  draw  any  conclufion  from  the  (htements 
of  the  enemy  alone,  will  fcarccly  convey  to  an  unprejudiced  mind  a 
corred  notion  of  authenticity.     However  authentic  and  official  the 
articles  of  intelligence  in  qucftion  may  be,  though  they  do  not  even 
jgp  fo  far  as  to  be  fupported  by  the  credit  of  the  French  papers—* 
for  I  certainly  have  not  frcn  them  there — yet  to  draw  a  conclufion 
from  fuch  authorities  without  any  farther  inquiry,  upon  a  fubjcft  in 
which  all  Europe  is  implicated,  and  in  the  profecution  of  which  our 
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exertions  have  been  fo  honourable  to  ourfclves,  would  be  to  deoide 
without  the  common  grounds  neceffary  to  form  an  opinion*  On 
the  iitiperfed  and  partial  information  of  the  enemy,  the  Britifti 
Houfc  of  Commons  \$  called  upon  to  interpofe  its  advice  with  the 
Executive  Government;  it  is  called  upon  to  exercife  a  power 
which  it  (hould  never  exercife  without  the  moft  mature  deliberationy 
and  in  cafes  of  urgent  neceflTity,  for  it  is  an  extraordinary  power  ;-— 
it  is  called  upon  to  concur  in  an  addrefs  to  His  Majei^Vy  without 
tnveftigationy  without  a  fair  comparifon  of  fadls  ;  ^nd  all  this 
firange  and  unaccountable  interference,  fo  eagerly  pre(red  by  the 
honourable  gentleoian,  is  made  to  reft  upon  the  authority  of  FrerKih 
paperst  It  appears,  that  to  propofe  this  condu6)  to  the  Houfe  is  to 
propofcj  that  without  knowing  the  extent  of  the  advantages  gained 
by  the  enemy,  without  afccrtaining  the  fum  of  the  lofles  fuf^ained  by 
our  ally — ^without  confujking  that  ally  with  rcfpcd  to  the  vigour  of 
his  prefent  fituation,  and  the  magnitude  of  his  future  refource^, 
whatever  calamitous  revcrfes  he  may  have  recently  experienced,  we 
ihould  at  once  come  to  a  decifion,  fudden  and  unexped^ed,  whei'e 
CQol  rcfleftion  and  fcribus  inquiry  are  moft  ncccffary,  I  truft.  Sir, 
the  Houfe  will  never  condefcend  to  adopt  a  condu6l  fo  degrading,  fo 
imprudent,  and  fo  deftru6tive  of  the  dignified  and  exalted  chara^r 
vrhich  it  has  fupportcd  throughout  the  .prefent  arduous  coriteft. 
We  have  efcapcd  from  dangers  tenfijld  greater,  we  have  fur- 
mounted  obd^cles  much  more  difEculr,  we  have  extricated  our? 
felves  from  perils  more  imminent  and  dreadful,  than  thofe  -upon 
which  the  motion  is  founded.  We  have  triumphed  in  a  crifis 
more  alarming  than  the  prefent ;  we  have  fiicceeded  in  refcuing 
our  country  from  the  ruin  with  whichit  was  threatened,  and  aflfbrdeid 
every  chance  of  protedtion  to  Europe.  When  therefore  wc  con- 
lider  what  we  have  done  In  times  more  pregnant  with  dangerj^ 
ihall  we  hefitate  to  declare  that  we  will  not)  wc  cannot,  fhake  Che 
^  great  and  folid  reputation  we  have  acquired  from  our  pafi  exer- 
tions, by  agreeing  to  a  motion  refting  upon  fuch  feeble  grounds  i 
I  believe  the  Houfe  will  not  hefitate  to  rejc6l  any  meafure  of  ^ 
iimiUr  tendency,  and  Lam  inclined  to  think  that  the  honourably 
gentleman's  friends  near  him  woi^ld  join  in  the  oppolition. 

The  hunourable  gentleman  has  told  U5,  ihat  all  our  exertioni 
have  failed  :  and  he  has  enumerated^  accui^ding  to  his  own  cftimate^ 
all  thofe  arguments  which  he  fuppofes  to  have  influenced  us  ;  btft 
he  has  omitted  the  principal  argument^  and  the  very  qualificatioii 
upon  which  we  alt  along  ftated  the  queftion  of  war.  Wc  did  not 
rely  upon  the  ftrength  of  Ruflia— the  fervices  of  Bavaria ^-the  fin- 
caity  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  increafe  of  his  foroes'l 
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nor  did  we  depend,  at  has  been  (o  often  uiiged  hy  the  lionounblc 
tendcman,  Upon  the  exh^ufted  l^ate  and  mifeiy  of  the  Frendi 
6niBinces ;  but  ve  ftated  generally  and  clearly— <  Is  the  fituation  of 
tflPairt  fuch  as  to  induce  you  to  prefer  peace  to  the  continuance  of 
^tr  V  We  flated  this  to-the  country  at  large— -we  exhibited  a  fair 
balance  of  the  advantages  and  difadvantages  of  both;  and  drew  our 
conclufion  in  conformity  to  flatements  which  were  undeniable* 
That  there  is  a  ferioos  change  in  military  affairs,  it  would  be  idle  to 
deny  ;  but  does  it  follow  from  any  recent  viciflitude  that  what  w^ 
concluded  formerly  was  not  right  then  ?  Did  Government  promifc, 
when  it  agreed  upon  fads  and  probabilities,  that  the  Auftrian  armjr 
fliould  be  always  vs<EH)riou9  f  Did  it  enter  into  a  folemn  engagement 
chat  no  une?cpe£ted  calamities  fliould  occur  ?  Did  it  undertake  to 
pledge  itfdf  that  the  talents  of  the  Imperial  Commanders  (hould  be^ 
equal  to  every  exigency  i  To  terms  of  fuch  a  nature  it  r>ever  gave 
acquiefcence ;  it  never  could  have  confented,  Bat  did  we  not  ex- 
prefsly  fay,  that  if  the  worftinftead  of  the  beft  confequencet  were  to 
happen,  we  fhould  not  therefore  be  dejedkd  ;  but  be  prepared  fur 
the  worft  event,  and  exert  our  courage,  talents,  and  reiburces,  in 
proportion  to  the  dangqr  with  which  we  might  be  threatened  ?  I 
nvuft  alfoobferve,  if  it  were  even  advifeable,  under  all  the  circum* 
ftances,  to  negociate  at  the  prefent  moment,  that  I  (hould  conlider 
the  honourable  gentleman's  motion  at  lead  premature.  It  would« 
indeed,  be  inconfiftent  with  every  principle  of  prudence  recognifed  in 
the  fyftem  of  human  adion  to  decide,  without  comparing  the  intel« 
ligence  of  the  erKmy  with  the  advices  of  our  ally,  and  to  give  com- 
plete credit  to  the  information  that  came  from  a  hoflile  fource.  To 
call  upon  the  Houfe  to  adopt  a  cotidudt  of  that  kind,  is  to  require  it. 
to  do  an  a£i  of  imprudence,  of  which  no  perfon  in  the  common 
afEiirs  of  life  would  be  guilty.  If  the  accounts  refpeAing  the 
fuccefles  of  the  enemy  were  a6lually  correA  and  authentic  in  all 
their  particulars ;  though  upofi  that  head  I  have  my  doubts,  fince 
it  appears  from  what  has  reached  me  that  the  contell  has  been  more 
fevcre  than  generally  reprefented  ;  yet  I  muft  fay,  we  (hould  even 
in  that  cafe  ad  more  in  favour  of  the  enenrqr't  views  than  in  fup- 
port  of  our  own  intereft  by  agreeing  to  the  motion.'  But  it  may  be 
a(ked,  do  we  know  the  refourcea  and  the  determination  of  our  allies? 
Are  we  to  conclude,  tb^t  though  a  conventiun  may  have  been  iettled 
in  one  part  of  the  theatre  of  war,  our  allies  are  not  to  prove  vi£lo« 
rious  in  any  other  part  ?  Is  the  ibrtuneof  war  fixed  and  riveted  on 
the  fide  of  the  triumphant  enemy  ?  Are  we  co  come  to  a  decifion 
without  gaining  the  ncccifary  information  from  our  allies  with  re- 
i^efk  fiotbcrr  (brciigthy  thfir  hop^  and  their  final  fcfotution  }  Btf^ 
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fiin  admiuifig  our  Ml  acquief^ren^e  in  thefc  ^^(caieQCs^  I  muft  fijf^ 
^r  demand,  (bQuld  w<e  agree  to  enter  ipto  a  fiegotiation  in  this 
*  pbce?   I  bclieVe  no  gentleman   in  the  Houfe  will  anlWer  in  the 
affirn)atiye.     It  WQuld  bft  to  negotiate  withot^  knowing  the  wKhfs 
>  and  the  views  of  the  enemy  ;  it  wpuld  lead  to  a  feparatson  of  in&e- 
jecR  between  curfelves  and  our  allies ;  it  would  transfer  every  advaii- 
.4^gc  Jio  France,  and  deprive  us  pf  the  favourable  means  of  terminac- 
^  ing  the  negotiation. with  honour  and  profit  to  our  country.     I  can- 
:,  not  believe  that  a  Britifli  Hqufe  of  Commons  will  be  induced  to 
^XMiie  to  tlie  vote  which  the  honourable  gentleman  propofes.     I  cao- 
,not  believe  that  we  have  fo  foon  forgotten  whnt  we  have  been^  and 
•what  we  have  done,  from  the  commencement  of  the  contcft  to  the 
ffrefent  moment ;  how  we  oppofed  Jacobin  principles  with  fucceCs, 
land  fayed  our  country  from  the  depredations  of  Jacobin  arms,  and 
'  how  alone  we  triumphed  over  .the  infidioi^s  arts  andopen  violence  of 
,.t2K  common  enemy..     Let  us  then  preferve  that  charafier  which 
uconilitutes  the  pride  and  glory  of  £nglifhmen,  (he  chara£lcr  of 
•lOpeeting  ^very  yiciflitude  with  courage,   magnanimity,  and  perfe- 
.:V^rance;  and  let  us  loojn  with  unfhaKen  confidence  to  the  iffue!  — 
:Upon  thefe  grounjds.  Sir,  I  feel  myfelf  judified  in  giving  my  moft 
.decifivie  negative  to  the  motion/* 

'Mr.  T.  JO^ES  faid,  that  he  flood  up  to  cxprcfs  his  hearty  ap- 
probatiqn  of  the. motion  of  his  honourable  friend  ;  and  he  fupported 
it,  bec£|u(ey  in  his  opinion,  if  ever  there  w^s  a  period,  or  if  ever 
.  (here  .were  circumfiances,  which  rendered  it  important  to  take  the 
.'Conflitutional  fcn.fe  of  the  people  upon  the  iituation  of  the  country 
^:Wd  of  public  affairs,  tt>is  was  the  tipie^  and  the  circumf^an^es  now 
,^xiAed.     The  right  hpnourable  gcntleo^an  faid,  that  this  was  Qqi 
,4hc  place  or  jtbe  time  for  ^confidering  probabilities,  and  for  delibe- 
x^ting  on  the,  expediency  of  negotiation.     'Mf  this  is  not  the  place, 
is  it.  iq  Downing- (Irect  i  If  this  is  npt  tl)e  time,.is  it  when  Minif* 
•t^ers  fliallhave  dill  more  been  difappointed  in, their  expeflations  T' 
•^c  d^claredy  in  the  face  of  the  world,  that  his  humble  endeavours 
-'iho^Jd.not.be  .wanting  to  procure  the  bleflings  of  peace  to  the  coun- 
-tty>  by  aigUAKnts  ufed  in.  that  place.    .  And,.(hould  (he  prefect  rno- 
-rtloti  be  negatived,  and  it  was  confident  with. the  rules  of  the  Houfe 
«lo  briog  in  a  fccond  time  the  fame  motion,  be  would  introduce  th?c 
.of  his  friend  a  fecond  time  this  feffion,  under  the  full  convi£iion  that 
its. tendency  was  peace.  .  To  pea(:e  he  wai  a  friend;  and  the 
;^rgume))t$  .which  had.been  iifed  to  fet  that  blefling  at  a  diftance 
;4wcre»  in  his.  ojunion,  we^K^ndabfMtd.     He  hoped  to  be  qtcufcyl 
.for  ac^crting  to>  fome  of  the.motiyes  which  the  right  honourable 
tg^fiktleman  had  adduced  for  the  continuance  of  the  war.     As  to  tl)» 


J<iN«'27.]  DEBARS.  r^ 

chara<3cr  of  the  Firft  Conful,  he  wa«  crftMed  to  Ipeak  of  it,  as  ft 
,was  formerly  calumniated.     His  honourable  friend  had  comjiarrtf 
that  great  man  to  Hannibal.     It  might  be  iuppofed  that  Juvenal' 
Was  prophetic  of  Bonaparte  in  what  he  had  written  concerning  Han« 
nibal,  in  hisx  tenth  fatire: 


li 


Elxpende  Hanhibalem." 


Parody.     —  '     ■  " *'  Expcndc  Bonaparte.'* 

"  Jam  tenet  Ifaliatjr;  tamen  ultra  psrgerc  tchfit : 
''  A6tuin  (inquit)  nihil  eft,  nifiP^Minrlite  portat 
**  Frangimos,  et  meJid  vexillum  pono  Smhtrrd*" 

Mr.  Jones  then  parodied  the  two  Ia(l  lines  thus  : 

'*  AAum  (inqoit)  nihil  eft,  nifi  GaJIo  milite  portas 
*'  Yrsingimnsy  tt  media  ycxiWum  pono  Fienna," 

His  chara£ter  would  not  perhaps  be  found  fo  much  wanting,  if' 
weighed  with  that  of  others.     But  nefjanda  efi  Veritas  feemed  tht 
favourite  fentiment  of  the  day.     The  Chanccllpr  of  the  Exchequcrr 
had  talked  much  of  the  glory  of  the  allies ;  but  for  his  part,  te'  * 
coul(i  fee  nothing  but  defeat  and  ruin  attending  their  Ichemes.     It' 
was  eight  weeks  fince  the  Imperial  treaties  had  been  aiked  for  iinS  i 
plomifed,  bat  they  had  not  yet  made  their  appearance.     Whilei 
however,  Minifters  were  thus,  as  they  thought,  ftrengthening  their 
hands,  was  there  no  danger  of  an  armed  neutrality  ?  Was  00  inteN 
riiption  likely  to  take  place  in  our  commerce  with  Ruflia  ?  Thei« 
was  fomething,  he  feared,  in  thefc  fuggeftions,  more  fubftantial  than 
mere  unfounded  rumour.     A  call  of  the  Houfe,  therefore,  under  • 
the  alarming  (ituation  of  public  affairs,  he  could  not  but  think  ne*' 
ceflary  ;  and  helhould  fupport  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend*- 

Mr.  SHERIDAN.     ^*  I  have  little  inclination.  Sir,  to  trouble  ^ 
the  Houfe  with  any  further  remarks*     I  troft  every  honourable' 
gentleman  rouftbe  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  my  motion,  froiti^ 
what  has  been  already  faid  ;  but  there  were  fome  expreflions  which  t  - 
fell  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  <k>wn, 
which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  obferve  upon.     He  fays  that  I  was  in«« 
temperate  in  my  language.     It  might  be  fo ;  but  certainly  he  bt« 
by  no  means  fet  me  an  example  of  moderation.     I  can'fafely  fay 
that  I  never  faw  even  him  to  lofe  his  temper  fo  much.     His  iaeui* 
ties  feem  to  have  been  oyerwhelmed  by  his  paifions,  far  he  Commu-^* 
nicated  nearly  as  few  ideas  as  if  he  had  riicn  and  beat  a  dnim  or* 
founded  a  trumpet.  We  had  words  in  abundance,  afKl'6^-foiA)'diiig* 
words  ;  but  argument  we  had  none.     He  fays,  that  I  ^cftunretatcdt 
the  fix  reafons  for  carrying  on  the  war  without  the  neetfi&fty«)mtiaft>jr 
Cations,  and  that  I  omitted  the  principal  reafon  of  9|1I,  viau.dM^'ilf^-  ^ 
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nttgsd  ftate  of  (he  French  finances.     Sir,  I  can  fafcly  declare  that 
I  am  ignorant  of  the  qualifications  to  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  alludes,  and  chat  I  left  out  this  mighty  rcafon  from  mj 
lift  becaufe  it  was  not  mentioned  by  him  and  his  friends  when  thej 
maintained  the  propriety  of  perrcvering  in  the  contcft.     They  had 
frequently  foretold  th^  bankruprcy  of  France,  and  maintained  that 
(he  was  ready  to  (ink  into  the  gu1f>  and  as  often  found  their  predic- 
tions erroneous  and  their  aifertions  falfe.    Afraid  of  again  fubj'e61ing 
themfelves  to  the  charge  of  ignorance  and  temerity,  or  rarher  find- 
ing  that  the  nation  could  no  longer  be  duped  by  their  ftale  tricks, 
they  abftained  altogether  from  urging  this  argument  againft  Kftening 
to  the  overtures  of  Bonaparte.      The  right  honourable  gentleman 
}>lead8  in  excufe  for  his  condud^,  that  he  never  promifed  us  fucccfs. 
He  fays,  **  We  are  good  miniilers,  we  have  taken  the  moft  likely 
tfeps  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  country ;  but  we  have  been 
difappointcd,  and  things  have  turned  out  diflerently  from  what  there 
f^as  rcafon  toexped."     When  I  have  (hewn  that  every  ground  on 
which  ho  has  built  has  failed,  that  all  his  reafonings  and  predidiotis 
#ere  erroneous^  what  kind  of  language  is  it  for  a  Minifter  to  talk 
of  his  promifes  i  When  he  whom  he  lately  boafted  of  as  being  a 
tnagnanimous  and  afledionate  ally,  has  abandoned  our  caufe,  and 
is  on  the  brink  of  hoAiiities  with  us  ;  when  thofe  troops  which  he 
faid  would  do  mote  than  fupply  the  place  of  the  Ruffians,  are  almoft 
ill  tui  to  pieces,  arid  the  dominions  of  their  prince  in  the  power  of 
the  enemy  ;  ivhen  the  French  armies,  which  he  reprefented  as  cooi* 
pletely  diforganized  and  incapable  of  being  recruited,  are  triumphing 
in  every  diredion,  and  prefenting  a  itiofi  formidable  afped  to  the 
Ivhole  of  Europe ;  when  the  Auftrians,  whofe  triumphs  were  fa 
highly  extolled,  who  were  afRrmed  to  be  in  a  ftate  to  continue  thdr 
iridortous  career,  and  who  were  faid  to  be  unanimous,  with  our- 
fttves,  have  loft  the  whole  of  Italy,  tremble  for  theif  capital,  refiiie 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  us,  and  are  probably  at  tbifr  moment 
treating  with  the  French  ;  when  the  Royalifts  are  all  fubdued  and 
reconciled  to  the  Republican  Government,  who,  the  right  honour- 
able gentleoiuin  afiured  us,  were  fufHcicnt  to  reftore  Royalty  in 
France  ;  when  tfiat  charader  which  was  abufed  and  vilified,  and 
loaded  with  every  epithet  of  reproach,  has  (hone  forth  with  unex* 
amplcd  fplehdoary  and  given  proofs  of  almoft  every  excellence  ;  the 
r%^t  honourable    gentleman  comes   down  with  a  puny,  forty, 
^cMIdiib,  pitifiil  cgDCofe,  and  fays  he  made  no  promifes.     What !  i« 
he  not  so  be  blamed  ftir  having  been  deficient  of  tntelligenoe,-  far 
iMiring  dei^ifed  adviee,  for  having  afied  without  deliberation  aiid 
^^tcfigjhty  far  haying  perffiied  io  a  fyfiem  unjuftifiablej^  impoUtie  aild 
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ruinous,  becaufe  he  did  not  promifc  us  fuccefs  ?  He  flands  con- 
viflcd  of  complete  inability  or  grofs  mifrcprefentation.  If  he 
really  believed  what  he  faid,  he  is  dcftitute  of  that  penetration,  faga- 
city  and  foundnefs  of  judgment  which  are  indifpenfably  neceffary  to 
a  Minifter.  .  If  he  was  confcious  of  the  real  (late  of  affair's,  and 
forefaw  the  events  which  were  likely  to  happen,  and  yet  talked 
with  confidence  of  viflory,  and  obftinatcly  perfiftcd  in  fhe  contcft, 
no  epithet  of  reproach  and  condemnation  is  too  ftrong  to  be  applied 
to  him.  Sir,  I  tKought  it  my  duty  to  move  that  the  Members  of 
the  Houfe  (hould  be  called  together  before  the  recefs,  tliat  thdr 
opinion  may  be  taken  upon  the  prefent  alarming  poilure  of  affairs. 
My  motion  has  no  other  ohje(5t  ;  and  no  imputation  can  be  more 
falfe  than  imputing  to  me  a  defire  of  difpiriting  the  country,  or  en- 
couraging our  enemies.  I  do  not  despond;  and  I  would  rather  (hcd 
the  lad  drop  of  my  blood,  than  fee  my  country  di(honoured,  or  lofe 
its  independence.  It  would  be  unpardonable  in  any  Minifter  tp 
dare  to  prorogue  Parliament  at  a  conjuncture  like  the  prefent, 
when  every  day  may  produce  events  intcrcfting  to  the  exiflence  of 
the  State.  I  hope  that  he  will  not  think  of  proroguing  Parliament. 
I  am  aftoniHied  that  he  even  objects  to  a  call  of  the  HoOfe.  I 
have  but  a  very  fe^  more  words  to  addrefs  to  you.  I  have  proved 
that  the  fix  motives  for  carrying  on  the  war  with  France  have  failed 
every  one  of  them;  and  though  the  onus  prolandi  lay  upon  the  Mi- 
nifter, he  has  not  deigned  to  aftign  any  new  ones.  Does  it  not  then 
follow,  that  the  war  (hould  be  difcontinucd,  or  at  leaft  that  a  full 
attendance  Qiould  be  procured,  that'the  propriety  of  difcontinuing  it 
may  be  canvaffed  P  How  great  is  the  refponfibility  that  Minifters 
thus  incur !  If  this  fyftem  is  continued,  ruin  muft  enfue:  .  If  I 
were  to  fay  that  the  French, ^having  now  a  large  body  of  troops  act 
their  difpofal,  might  fit  out  an  armament  at  Breft  ^gainft  our  Colo- 
nies, and  fend  it  to  the  Weft  Indies,  the  right  honourable  gentlernan 
would  aflTure  m:  that  fuch  a  plan  is  impra<f)icablt,  and  that  our 
poffeflions  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  are  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity. 
But,  after  the  fate  of  his  predictions,  would  I,  or  would  any  one, 
give  credit  to  them  ?  Although  he  (hould,  from  his  ]cnowledge  of 
human  nature,  declare  i(to  be  impoffible,  may  we  not,  refleditng  on 
the  paft,  fuppofe  that  the  Emperor  of  Ruftia  may  be  influenced  by 
the  French,  and  declare^war  againft  his  former  allies  ?  If  he  were 
to  affirm  that  our  commerce  would  continue  to  flouriih,  and  our 
finances  to  be  profperous,  would  it  be  no  anfwer^to  fay,  you  have 
iformerly  been  deceived  r  It  is  ftrange,  indeed,  to  obferve  the  man- 
ner in  which  thefe  gentlemen  apply  experience  tothcmfelves  and  bo 
Others :  They  fay  that  you  fliould  put  trult  in  no  one  till  you  are 
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thoroughly  acquainted  with  him,  and  that,  if  he  has  once  a<5led  inw 
properly,  he  fliould  never  be  mifted  more.  But  they  ft  ill  claim 
confidence  in  thcmfclves  from  all  the  uorld,  although  thev  have 
been  repeatedly  convi<ftcd'  of  ignorance,  incapacity,  and  prefump- 
tion.  I  thought  it;  my  duty,  Sir,  to  bring  forward  this  motion  \ 
and  now  I  leave  it  to  its  fate." 

The  Houfe  then  divided ~ Ayes,  27;  Noes,  124.*  Majo- 
rity, 97, 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  on  the  fubjc(f\  of  employing  the  ihips  and  feamen 
taken  from  Holland,  being  read,  ' 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  explained  the  nature  of  the  fubje£l 
before  the  Committee  :  He  faid,  it  was  not  to  increafe  the  number 
of  feamen  voted  for  the  prefcitt  fervice  of  the  navy  ;  nor  was  it  to 
bring  any  additional  pecuniary  charge  on  the  country  :  it  was,  in 
ihort,  only  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  ufc  of 
thofe  (hips,  and  the  fervice  of  thefe  men,  in  Dutch  (hips,  and  of 
courfe  to  fubje<St  them  as  His  Majefty*s  prefent  forces  arc  to  the  pro- 
vilion?of  a  mutiny  bill,  without  which  thfcre  would  not  be  any 
controul  ov^r  them.  •  The  money  for  defraying  the  expence  of  this 
meafure  had  been  already  voted  in  the  vote  of  feamen  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  year.  He  (hould  detail  the  matter  hereafter,  if  any  de- 
rail fhould  appear  to  any  body  to  be  neceffary.  He  fhould  now 
only  propofe  a  refolution  ;  if  the  Houfe  (hould  go  into  a  Committee 
on  this  fubje6t,  the  bill  he  (hould  propofe  to  be  offered  on  Monday, 
when  the  papers  which  belonged  to  the  fubjcdi  (hould  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe;  and  afterwards  he  (hould  propofe  that  the  whole  of  them 
fnould  be  psiiited,  in  order  that  the  Houfe  might  have  an  entire 
view  of  the  matter.  He  therefore  moved,  "  That  thi^  Houfe  do 
now  rcfolveitfelf  intoa  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  toconfidcr 
of  His  Majcfty*s  mo(^  gracious  mc(Tage." 

The  SPEAKER  obfcrvcd,  that  as  there  was  no  new  charge  to 
be  brought  upon  the  public  by  this  meafure,  it  might  be  propofed 
without  any  impropriety  at  this  moment  ;  but  if  it  had  been  to 
raifc  money  on  the  public,  it  muft  have  been  deferred  to  a  future 
day  ;  the  praflice  of  the  Houfe  requiring,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  that  no- 
tice (liould  be  given,  but  which  in  the  prefent  cafe  required  no  fuch 
notice. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  doubted,  as  the  Houfe  was  counted  out  yefler- 
day,  whether  every'  meafure  did  not  of  courfe  drop,  and  that  there- 
fore there  (hould  be  a  frcfh  notice  of  the  meafure. 

The  SPEAKER  obferved,  it  was  every  day's  praflice,  when 
a  fubjcdl  flood  for  difculTion  on  a  given  day,  and  dropt  for  want 
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pf  a  Houfc,  to  take  it  up  on  the  following  day  without  further 
notice. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  obfcrvcd,  that  thcfe  (hips  were  taken 
U'hile  they  were  under  the  Dutch  flag,  and  prize-money  had  been 
di(lributcd  to  the  captors.  Now,  if  they  were  to  be  paid  for  as 
tranfportSy  that  would  indiredtly  bring  a  charge  upon  the  people. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  there  was  nothing  intended  .to  be 
given  to  the  Prince  .of  Orange  for  the  hire  of  ibefc  vefTels,  unlefs 
they  (hould  happen  to  fuffer  unufual  damage  beyond  the  ordinary 
M'ear  and  tear,  which  was  to  be  defrayed  after  peace.  As  to  the 
diftribution  of  prize-money  in  this  cafe»  there  was  none  whatever 
given  ;  all  that  the  officers  who  were  the  captors  in  this  cafe  had 
had,  they  had  entirely  from  the  liberality  of  His  Majefty. 

The  Speaker  then  lef^  the  chair. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  the  beft  way  to  remove  the  objcflions 
of  gentlemen  would  be,  to  read  the  motion  itfclf,  which  was, 
**  That  the  Chairman  be  inftru£led  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  empowering  His  Majefty  to  grant  commiflions  to  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  fevcn  United  Provinces,  and  of  the  States  of  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  fcrve  on  board  certain 
fhips,  and  to  enlil)  in  certain  regiments,  upon  conditions  therein  to 
be  mentioned."  He  faid,  that  the  foldiers  and  failors  were  already^ 
Voted  ;  and  that  the  only  object  of  the  bill  was,  to  enable  His 
Majefty  to  employ  them  in  a  more  advantageous  manner  than  he  at 
prefent  could. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  if  thcfe  foreigners  were  included  in 
the  i2o,.ooo  Britilh  feamen  which  had  been  voted;  the  confidence 
of  Parliament  was  gitofsly  abufed.  They  were  not  only  foreigners, 
but  men  who  had  rifen  upon  their  officers,  and  delivered  up  their 
ihips  to  the  enemy.  It  was  Arange  to  form  a  treaty  now  with  the 
Stadtholder,  when  all  our  former  treaties  had  bc^n  concluded  with 
the  States-General.  Nothing  furely  had  happened  of  late  which 
raifed  the  pretentions  gf  the  Stadtholder  to  fovereignty.  He  had 
fuch  a  high  opinion  of  him,  and  his  conduct  had  been  fo  exemplary, 
that  he  did  not  believe  that  he  himfcif  claimed  it.  It  certainly 
was  an  empty  name,  for  he  had  no  fubjefls  to  command  ;  and  by 
this  fooliOi  conduct  ferious  difficulties  might  be  thrown  in  the  way 
of  negociation. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  if  we  had  nooccafion  for  thefe  foreigners, 
then  they  were  an  unncceffary  burthen  upon  us;  and  if  we  had, 
their  place  would  be  much  better  fuppliW  by  native  Englifhmcn. 
He  derided  the  idea  of  treaty  with  the  Stadtholder  for  the  ihips. 
We  took  pofieflion  of  feveral  at  Toulon  in  the  name  of  Louis  the 
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Eighteenthi  which  we  ftill  retained  without  a  treaty  with  His  Ma- 
jerty;  and  he  could  fee  no  diftindion  between  the  two  cafes. 

Sir  W.  GEARY  faid,  it  was  wrong  to  confine  thefe  men  to 
Dutch  Ihips,  as  improper  diftmdtions  Wbuld  thus  be  made  in'the 
mvy;  He  difapproved  of  employing  them  at'all,  and  particularly 
of  their  iiaving  been  employed  without  the  confent  of  Parliament 
afked  and  obtained. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  if  thefe  feamen  were  not  employed^ 
others  mufl,  and  that  it  was  impoiTible  to  make  an  efiimate  of  the 
number  of  Danes,  Swedes,  Americas,  and  Dutchmen,  now  ferv- 
ing  in  the  navy. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  did  not  conceive  that  the  honourable  Ba- 
Ironct's  objcdiion  had  received  an  anfwer. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  then  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  an/othcr  diflribu- 
tlon  would  be  a  departure  from  the  ufual  mode. 

Sir  W.  GEARY  faid,  he  had  heard  that  the  navy  of  Holland 
had  objedlcd  to  adt  againft  France ;  and  he  therefore  thought  it 
dangerous  to  admit  Dutch  fliips  manned  by  Dutch  failors  exclulively 
into  our  fervicc. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  fuggcftcd,  that  there  were  fomc  papers  which 
he  wifhed  to  be  laid  before  the  Committee  ;  for  which  purpofe  be 
moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  report  progrefs,  and  aflc  leave  to  fit 
again."  This  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Houfe,  being  refamedy 
agreed  to  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  confider  ftjrther  of 
His  Majcfty's  meffage,  after  the  other  orders  of  the  day  Ihouldbe 
difpofed  of. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  brought  up  the  papers  alluded  to,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr.  MAINWARING,  in  puffuance  of  his  notice,  called  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  fubjedl  of  relief  to  the  induftrious  poor 
of  the  metropolis.  He  faid,  that  owing  to  the  prefent  moft  extra- 
ordinary price  of  all  tl^  article  of  provifion,  many  of  the  moft 
indudrious  and  frugal  inhabitants  of  this  metropolis  were  abfolutely 
incapable  of  maintaining  their  families.  As  to  the  funds  of  thofc 
benevolent  inflitutions  which  had  been  fet  on  foot  for  the  .relief  of 
the  indudrious  poor,  and  which  had  been  fupported  by  voluntary 
contributions,  thofe  who  were  the  leading  truftees  of  that  benevo- 
lence had  now  the  mortification  to  find  their  funds  exhaufied,  and 
that  they  were  utterly  unable  to  go  on  with  the  work  which  they 
had  begun :  therefore  they  prayed  that  the  Houfe  would  ufe  fuch 
remedy  as  may  be  adequate  to  providing  a-  moderate  fund  for  the 
'♦•rief  of  the  diftreffed  inhabitants  of  London  and  Weftminftcf^ 

10,  during  the  prefefit  price  of  provifions  and  the  neceffaries  of 
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life,  cannot  fupport  themfclvcs  without  ;i%licf.  He  obfervcd  there 
were  great  numbers  of  fuch  perlbns  in  the  fnetropolis  at  this  mo- 
ment ;  and  he  was  confident  that  humanity  itfelf  called  for  pro* 
vifion  to  a  very  confiderable  extent,  to  relieve  thefe  objeds.  He 
inclined  rather  to  think  that  the  increafe  of  the  poor  rates  would  be 
better  than  that  of  depending  upon  a  precarious  bounty  and  uncer-* 
tain  benevolence.  He  thought  the  ftatute  of  the  43d  of  Elizabeth 
contained  the  principle  which  ought  to  be  adopted  in  this  cafe ; 
which  (latute,  by  the  way,  n^ight  be  enforced  much  further  tharf 
had  been  the  modern  praflicc  to  enforce  it ;  for  it  provided,  that  if 
oYie  parifh  was  not  able  to  provide  for  its  own  poor,  two  juAicei 
might  make  an  afTeflfment  upon  another  to  provide  for  the  de- 
ficiency, and  fo  on  through  the  whole  hundred  ;  and  if  the  hundred 
ftiould  fail,  then  to  go  on  to  fupply  the  deficiency  by  an  aflefTment 
on  the  whole  couitty  ;  but  this  ufe  was  never  made  of  that  ftatute, 
although  that  was  mod  clearly  part  of  its  provifions.  It  was  upon 
that  principle  that  he  wifhed  fome  parliamentary  provifion  (hould 
new  be  made,  with  fome  alterations,  and  making  the  remedy,  per-  ^ 
haps,  more  dircdt  and  fpeedy.  He  concluded  with  moving,  "  That 
the  Houfe  do^  on  Tucfday  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  conlider  of  means  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  ' 
the  metropolis." 

Mr.  ROBSON  objeifled  to  this,  on  the  ground  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  not  in  reality  v^hat  they  ftated  themfelvcs  to  be :  they 
fay  they  are  the  Committee  of  London  and  Wcflminfter  and  the 
adjacent  parifhes  ;  by  adjacent  parifhes  he  fuppofed  they  meant  the 
parifhesof  St.  James,  Mary-le-bone,  ftc.*;  he  was  authorifed  by 
ffeven  or  eight  pari(hes  to  fay,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  this  peti- 
tion, but  utterly  difclaimed  it.  He  objedled  to  the  meafure,  becaufc 
he  thought  the  attempt  to  convert  private  benevolence  into  perma- 
nent taxation  was  very  mifchievous  in  its  tendency  :  that  it  would 
prevent  any  future  fources  of  benevolence,  becaufe  it  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  a  poor's  rate  of  a  mod  alarming  nature,  as  'confined  to  the 
metropolis.  As  long  as  this  petition  lies  on  the  table,  and  the 
quef^ion  is  agitated,  there  is  an  end  of  all  voluntary  contributions. 
A  manoPSol.  or  90I.  a  year  cannot  live  now,  even  (hould  bread 
grow  cheaper.  He  himfelf  had  figned  lad  year  eight  hundred  war- 
rants of  diftrefs  and  this  was  on  a  clafs  of  people  that  they  were 
now  going  to  tax  by  this  poor's  rate.  He  therefore  moved,  that 
infiead  of  the  word  "  Tuefday,"  the  wdrds  "  this  day  two  months'* 
be  fubfiituted. 

Mr.  RYDER  thought  that  at  all  events  the  Houfe  (hould  fufier 
Che  motion  t6  be  taken  into  confideration. 
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Mr.  T.  JONES  faidy^bat  propofition  had  been  handed  about 
from-pillar  to  poft;  and  if  the  worthy  magidrate  knew  vrhat  diiTatis- 
fadtion  it  had  given  to  more  than  50,000  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Middlefexi  whom  he  (Mr.  Mainwaring)  reprefented,  he  would  not 
have  burnt  his  fingers  with  it.  The  alarm  was  extreme  i  he  there- 
fore would  fecond  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Alderman  CUkTlS  juftified  the  condufi  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  part  which  was  taken  by  the  benevolent  Com- 
mittee that  held  their  meetings  there. 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  exprcffed  a  wifli  that  no  time  (hould  be 
loft  in  confidering  this  important  fubjed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
He  apprehended  the  general  fyftem  of  our  poor  rates  to  be  ver j 
good,  ajid  this  he  took  from  the  praflical  effe£l  of  it,  and  not  from 
the  theory  of  any  fpeculative  writer  whatever  ;  but  yet  there  might 
be  fomethiiig  wanting  in  addition  to  this  fyftem>  at  the  prefent  un- 
exampled period  of  the  high  price  of  the  articles  of  life. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  he  was  of  opinion  the  petition  fhould 
be  referred,  in  order  to  fee  what  meafure  could  be  grounded  upon  it ; 
but  in  voting  fo  far,  he  did  not  confider  himfelf  further  pledged, 
neither  would  any  other  gentleman. 

Sir  W,  MILNER  exprcffed  his  wifli  to  relieve  not  only  the 
city  of  London,  Weftminfter,  &c.  but  the  country  in  general,  where 
the  diftrefs  was  moft  fcverely  felt,  and  was  ready  to  adopt  any  pro- 
pofition for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  ELLISON  requefted  the  gentlemen  to  let  the  petition  go 
to  the  Committee,  to  try  the  effedis ;  and,  if  beneficiali  to  adopt 
them  ;  if  not,  they  could  then  rejcdt  them. 

Mr.  R,  THORNTON  explained  the  nature  of  the  petition^ 
which  had  its  foundation,  he  faid,  in  fentiments  purely  benevolent, 
and  not  in  fordid  and  felfifti  views,  as  was  infinuated. 

Mr.  BUXTON  fupported  it  on  the  grounds  of  the  ftatute  of 
Eliz.  cap.  43.  and  faid  it  was  the  moft  likely  means  of  rendering 
the  propofcd  relief  effedtual. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  objcfled  to  the  plan,  from  its  propofing 
that  as  a  permanent  law  which  (hould  only  be  temporary  :  it  was 
charging  the  richer  parifties  with  the  fupport  of  the  poor  ;  holding 
out  a  premium  for  idlenefs,  and  removing  the  neceffary  check, 
which  the  fmallnefs  of  the  parifti  funds  gave  to  its  idle  and  cum* 
brous  cxpedtants. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  correSed  the  worthy  Baronet's  notion  of 
the' plan,  by  informing  him,  that  it  would  not  be  permanent,  but 
temporary  ;  and  confidcred  it  as  one  of  the  moft  equitable  meafures 
that  could  poffibly  be  fuggefted  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 


June  a?-]  DEBATES.  207 

Mr.  MAINWARING  confirmed  that  ftatcmcrtt,  and  faid  the 
objed  was  only  for  a  (hort  period  of  diftrei^y  to  fupply  the  deficienqr 
of  the  poorer  parifhes,  by  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  rich.  The 
queftion  was  then  put  on  the  amendment,  which  was  negatived^  and 
the  original  motion  put  and  carried. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  for  the  con- 
lideration  of  the  bill  to  prevent  mona()ic  inftitutions, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  underftood  that  the  honourable 
mover  of  this  bill  had  very  properly  made  fuch  alterations  in  it  as 
would  reconcile  all  the  parties  who  differed  concerning  the  meafure : 
on  that  account  he  would  not  now  oppofc  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  highly  approved  of  the  alterations  which  had 
'  been  made,  but  at  the  fame  time  was  forry  to  find  that  a  very  im- 
portant amendment,  which  had  been  fuggefted  on  a  former  night, 
had  been  omitted.  He  had  then  enlarged  upon  the  cruelty  of  pro* 
hibicing  **  the  admiflion  of  new  members  into  religious  orders  or 
focietiesof  pcrfons,  profefling  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  bound 
by  monaftjc  or  religious  vows  or  engagements."  He  had  Rated  the 
wretchednefs  of  thefe  focieties,  if  thf  vacuum  produced  by  death 
were  not  allowed  to  be  filled  up.  Each  perfon,  as  her  friends 
dropped  off  one  by  one,  muft  live  in  a  conftant  dread  of  .being  the 
laft  fulitary  furvivor.  'He  had  alfo  taken  the  liberty  to  put  a  cafe, 
and  to  fuppofe  a  lady  of  our  own  country,  who  had  lived  and  taken 
the  veil  in  a  convent  abroad,  to  arrive  in  England  for  the  fake  of 
joining  the  fifterhood,-  from'  which  the  fiorms  of  perfecution  had 
feparated  her  for  fome  years.  He  had  appealed  to  the  feelings  of 
the  Houfcy  whether  fuch  an  unfortunate  refugee,  a  native  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  (hould  be  prevented  from  again  domefficating  herfelf 
with  thofe  who  conftituted  her  whole  happinefs.  The  right  ho- 
nourable and  learned  gentleman  (Sir  W.  Scott)  had  declared  this  to 
be  an  infiance  in  which  the  prohibition  in  the  bill  would  operate 
too  rigoroufly.  His  (Mr.  Hobhoufe's)  honourable  and  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Erfcine),hadfpoken  to  the  fame  effed,  ^nc^  recom- 
mended the  omiflion  of  a  few  words  with  a  view  to  remedy  fo  great 
a  hardfhip.  He  bad  propofed  to  inveft  the  King  with  a  difcrc- 
tionary  power  of  licenfing  the  admiflion  of  any  perfon  into  a  mo- 
nadic or  religious  houfe*  Mr.  Hobhoufe  much  wifhed  that  the 
fuggeftion  had  been  adopted. 

Mr.  PERCI VAL  faid,  that  theobje<a  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  would  be  fully  anfwered,  for  it  was  intended  to  place  fuch  a 
power  in  the  hands  of  His  Maje(^y  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war. 
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Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid  acrofs  the  table,  thixt  he  was  not  fatis- 
fied  ;  he  did  not  like  the  limitation  as  to  time. 

The  SECRETARY^  AT  WAR  approved  the  alterations  as  far 
as  they  went ;  but  he  would  hot  pledge  himfelf  not  to  oppofe  the 
bill  in  its  future  ftages. 

The  Houfc  being  refumed,  the  bill,  in  its  amended  ilatc,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  taken  into  further  confideration  on 
Monday  next,  j 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  His  Majefty.'s  mcf- 
fage  refpeSing  the  Dutch  captured  fleet,  to  which  certain  papers 
were  referred,  and  in  which  the  Chairman  was  directed  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  receiving  the  Dutch  forces  into  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain.  The  refolution  was  voted,  and  the  Heufe  rp- 
fumed,  on  which  the  Chairman  reported,  and  the  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  received  on  Monday. 


LIST  of  the  MINORITT 

On  Mr.  Sheridan'j  Motion  for  a  Call  of  the  Houfe. 

Adair,  R-  Milner,  Sir  W. 

Bouverie,  Hon,  E.  Nicholls,  J. 

Brogden,  J .  North,  D. 

Biddalph,  R.  Plumer,  W. 
Coombe,  H.  C.  (Lord  Mayor)        Robfon,  R.  B. 

Courtenay,  J.  Ruflell,  Kord  J. 

Denifon,  W.  J.  Ruffdl,  Lord  W. 

Dundas,  Hon.  L.  St.  John,  Hon.  St.  A» 

Hobhoufc,  B.  Smith,  W. 

Hufley,  W.  Ticmey,  G. 

Jeffries,  N.  Vyner,  R.  . 

Jekyll,  J.  Walpole,  Hon.  G.  • 

Lemon,  Col.  Weftern,  C.  C. 


Martin,  J. 


TELLERS, 

Sh(fridan,  R.  B.— Jones,  J.  T. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday i  June  30. 

The  royal  affent  was  given  by  commiffion  to  thirty  nine  bills  of 
various  defcriptions ;  among  which  were,  the  Eaft  India  Ware- 
l^oufing  Ddty  bill  ;  the  bill  permitting  the  ufe  of  Sugar  in  brewing 
Beet ;  the  Corn  Importation  ;  the  Sugar  and  Molaffes  Duty  Re- 
duction ;  the  Rape  and  Linfced  Importation ;  the  Neutral  Ships ; 
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the  Raw  Hides ;  the  Kid  Skins  Exemption ;  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  Wine  ;  the  Glafgow  Police ;  and  the  Bank'Buildings  bills. 

The  Lords  Commiflioners  on  this  occafion  were,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Duke  of  Roxburph,  and  Earl  Spencer. 

Lord  GRENVILLE.— *'  My  Lords,  I  rife  with  more  pleafure 
than  I  ever  did  to  make  a  motion  in  this  Houfe  ;  and  it  is  for  the 
purpofe  of  moving  that  the  bill  for  uniting  the  two  kingdoms  o£ 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  now  .read  a. third  time." 

The  Earl  of  HILLSBOROUGH  (Marquis  of  Downshire). 
**  My  Lords,  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  nothing  which  I  can  allege 
can  arreft  or  amend  the  bill  now  propdcd  to  be  read  a  third  time.  I 
rife  merely  to  Date  that  my  opinion  of  it  remains  unaltered  ;  and 
therefore  (hall  trouble  you  with  no  more  words  on  the  fubjed,  but 
content  myfelf  with  giving  the  meafure  my  decided  negative.'^ 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  paflTed,  with  Lord  Hillf^ 
borough's  iingle  mt^content. 

The  Earl  of  CARLISLE  rofe  to  ftate,.th*at  it  had  been  deemed 
r)ece(Tary  that  certain  queftions  in  the  appeal  caufe,  the  Earl  of 
Galloway  and  John  Gordon,  Efq*  v.  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  (hould  be  put  to  the  Judges.  His 
Lordfhip  faid,  he  did  not  a6c£t  to.  underhand  the  caufe>  iK>r  was  he 
maOer  enough  of  Scotch  law  to  know  the  legal  points  on  which  the 
merits  of  the  caufq  reftcd ;  but  he  conceived,  when  one  of  the 
parties  principally  intercAed  (the  Earl  of  Galloway)  defired  to  have 
certain  quefiions  put  to  the  Judges  which  he  deemed  material,  there 
jCould  be  no  rcafor^ble  objedion  to  putting  fuch  queflions,  and 
poftponing  the  decifion  of  the  appeal  to  the  next  fefiion.  The  Earl 
lianded  three  or  four  queftions  to  the  reading  dcrk,  which  were  dif- 
tindtly  read  at  the  table. 

The  LORD.  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfack,  and  con^ 
tended,  that  noquefiions  like  thofe  propofed  could  be  raifed  in  fuch 
a  caqfe  as  fit  queftions  to  be  put  to  the  Judges  of  England.  His 
X^rdlhip  ftaied,  that  the  appeal  in  queftion  came  on  long  0nce, 
when  *  two  counfcl  for  the  appellants  were  heard,  and  one  for  the 
refpondents,  the  day  not  ferving  for  further  proceeding  in  the  capfe: 
That  owing  to  a  variety  of  accidental  c!rcum(tances  the  hearing  had 
not  .been  refumed  fince  ;  but  tha^  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
agent  for  the  Crown,  ftating,  that  it  was  highly  important  to  the  in* 
terefts  of  the  public  that  it  fhould  be  decided  in  the  prefent  feffion. 
With  regard  to  the  laft  of  the  queftions,  viz.  whether  any  man, 
having  executed  a  penal  bond,  (hould  be  ultimately  held  amenable 
fer  a  larger  fum  than  the  penaltyiof  the  faid  bond  ?  the  queftion 
anfwered  itfelf,  for  it  was  undeniable  that  no  perfon  could  be  called 
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Opon  to  pty  a  UrgA  penalty  than  hh  obUgadofii  by  bond,  exprdtt^ 
engaged  for.  His  Lordlbip  concluded  with  declaring,  that  th« 
^uefticHis  moved  were  not  pvoper  to  be  put  to  the  Judges. 

The  Earl  of  GALLOWAY  laid,  it  was  extremely  iraoerinl  to 
Mrn  that  the  appeal  fliduld  be  decided  as  fooa  as  poflible;  but  he 
owned  he  wUhed  it  (hould  come  on  for  decifion  before  niore  than 
one  Law  Peer.  He  had  reafon  to  believe  that  at  noble  and  learned 
Lord  entertained  an  opinion  upon  the  fubjed  different,  pcri^aps, 
frbiii  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack.  That  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  been  feverely  indifpofed ;  but  he  urtderftood  ht 
iiras  fe  far  recoveitd  as  to  be  able  to  take  an  aiHng,  and  he  hoped 
in  a  few  davs  he  would  be  able  to  attend.  However,  he  couM  ndt 
fee  hoW  the  public  interefts  would  fuflfer  if  it  were  poAponed  to  next 
icffion,  as  he  was  paying  intereft  for  the  fum  in  litigation  pending 
die  proceeding  of  the  caufe* 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  rofe  again,  ind  (aid,  that  when 
the  appeal  firft  came  on  to  be  heard,  one  of  the  learned  Judges  of 
the  Couft  of  Seflion  was  in  town,  and  told  him,  thft  It  wato  M- 
tremely  ihaterial  to  the  public  intereft  that  the  appebl  (hould  1)e  de- 
tided  in  the  {(refetit  feflion ;  and  he  had  finee  eorrefpocufed  with  the 
head  of  that  court,  who  had  ftated  the  fame  opinion.  The  Lori) 
Advocate  had  alfo  written  a  letter  So  the  agent  for  the  Crown,,which 
had  been  fliewn  him  that  morning,  preflisfg  the  fame«  Their^rd^ 
tbrps  would  furely  give  him  credit  when  he  declaimed,  that  k  was 
Angularly  fatisfiadtory  to  his  mind,  when  he  couM  ha^e  the  affitonce 
of  the  Judg^  ;  but  in  this  cafe  there  was  no  fort  of  occafidn.  With 
tegard  to  the  noble  Lord  alludled  to,  he  was  forry  to  fay  that  he 
underftood  there  was  no  probability  of  his  bdng  aUe  to  attrtiii  again 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  feffion ;  but  that  be  (hbuld  kave  beeh 
glad  6f  his  bdttg  «t  the  table  to  josnr  in  hearing  the  apftol,  bs  it 
fiad  fcarceiy  happened,  if  ever,  that  he  had  difierod  with  hidi  uiti* 
mately  upbn  any  caufe  Aiat  came  before  them:  at  any  rate,  how- 
ever, the  adminiftradon  of  public  juftice  could  ii6t  flaiid  ftiH,  Or  imk 
-for  the  attendance  of  ally  individual,  however  refpe^ble. 

After  a  fow  wonfe  more  from  the  Earls  of  CAitLiscB  ind  Gxii- 
iLoSvAT,  the  quefiionfer  the  attendance  of  the  Judges  was  ncqptived» 
vnd  the  fimKer  hexring  df  the  appeal  was  ordMcd  for  PridqrMXt. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday^  Jum  JP. 

'  Mr.  Owen  (from  the  DireAors  of  t^  Eaft- India  Companjr) 
prefentcd  to  the  Houfe,  purfuant  to  their  orders, 

No.  I.  An  account  of  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  ^^har,  and  Oriflfai  and  from 
Benares  and  Oude,  under  the  heads  of  mint  or  coinage  duties,  poft- 
office  co]lc<£)ions,  Benares  revenue,  Oude  fubfidy,  land  revenues, 
police  taxes,  cuftoms,  and  the  receipts  from  the  fales  of  fait  and 
opium,  and  (lamp  duties,  for  three  years,  according  to  the  lateft 
advices  ;  together  with  the  lateft  cftimate  of  the  fanie ;  an4  alfo. 

No.  2.  An  account  of  the  annual  charges  defrayed  by  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OriiTa,  and 
in  Benares  and  Oude  \  diftinguUhing  the  fame  under  the  refpeflive 
heads  of  civil,  judicial, military,  and  marine;  the  charges  of  build- 
ings and  fortifications,  of  collecting  the  revenues  and  cuftoms,  and 
the  advances  and  charges  on  account  of  fait  and  opi^m,  and  the 
charges  of  the  ftamp-office,  for  three  years,  according  to  the  lateft 
advices  \  together  with  the  lateft  eftimate  of  the  fame ;  arid  alfo. 

No.  3.  A  comparifon  of  the  eftimated  and  adual  annount  of  tho 
revenues  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal^ 
^Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  and  from  Benares  and  Oude,  under  the  heads 
of  mint  or  coinage  duties,  poft-office  collediions,  Benares  revenue, 
Oude  fiibfidy,  land .  revenues,  police  taxes,  cuftoms,  the  receipts 
from  the  fales  of  fait  and  opium,  and  the  ftamp  duties  for  the  year 
1 798-9  ;.  and  of  the  charges  defrayed  by  the  faid  Company  in  the 
faid  provinces,  and  in  Benares  and  Oude  \  diftinguiftiing  the  fame 
under  the  rcfpedive  heads  of  civil,  judicial,  military,  and  marine  ; 
and  the  charges  of  buildings  and  fortifications,  of  coUeding  thd 
revenues  and  cqftoms,  the  advances  and  charges  on  account  of  (alt 
and  opium,  and  the  chai^  of  the  ihrop-office,  for  the  fame  year ; 
and  alfo. 

No.  4.  Ah  account  of  the  annual  revenues  of  the  £aft*  India 
Company,  at  the  prcfidency  of  Fort  Saint  George,  and  the  fettle- 
ments  fubordinate  thereto,  and  the  Camatic  and  Northern  Circars^ 
under  the  heads  of  mint  or  coinage  duties,  poft-office  collefiions, 
fca  and  land  cuftonis,  fubfidies  from  the  Nabobs  of  Arcor,  from 
the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  &c.  and  land  revenues,  and  Arms  and 
licenPes,  for  three  years,  according  to  the  lateft  advices.;  together 
ivith  the  lateii  eftimate  of  the  fame ;  and  alfo, 
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No.  5.  An  account  of  the  annual  charges  defrayed  by  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  at  the  prcfidency  of  fort  Saint  George,  and  the  fct- 
tiements  Subordinate  thereto,  and  in  the  Carnatic  and  Northern 
Circars  ;  Hiftinguiftiing  the  fame  updcr  the  rcfpcdlive  heads  of 
civil,  military,  buildings,  and  fortifications,  and  the  charges  of  col- 
le6\ing  the  revenues  and  cuftoms,  for  three  years,  according  to 
the  latcft  advices ;  together  with  the  latcft  eftimate  of  the  fame  ^ 
and  alfo. 

No.  6.  A  comparifon  of  the  eftimated  and  a£lual  amount  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Eaft- India  Company  at  the  prcfidency  of  Fort  Saint 
George,  and  the  fettlemcnts  fubordinatc  thereon,  and  in  the  Car- 
natic and  Northern  Circars,  under  the  heads  of  mint  or  coinage 
duties,  poft-office  collcflions,  fea  and  land  cuftoms,  fubfi.dies  from 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  &c.  land  revenues,  and 
farms  and  licenfcs,  for  the  year  1798-g,  and  of  the  charges  de- 
frayed for  the  fame  year  by  the  faid  Company  in  the  faid  prcfidency 
and  fettlemcnts,  and  in  the  Carnatic  and  Northern  Circars;  difttn- 
guiftiing  the  fame  refpcflively  under  the  feveral  heads  of  civil,  nr^i- 
litary,  buildings,  and  fortifications,  and  collc6ling  the  revenues  and 
cudoms ;  and  alfo, 

No.  7.  An  account  of  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Ead-Indta 
Company,  at  the  prcfidency  of  Bombay,  and  the  fettlemcnts  fubor- 
dinate  thereto,  under  the  heads  of  land  revenues,  cufioms,  farms 
and  licehfcs,  &c.  for  three  years,  according  to  the  lateft  advices ; 
together  with  the  lateil  eftimateof  the  fame  ;  and  alfo, 

No.  8,  An  account  of  the  annual  charges  defrayed  by  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  at  the  prcfidency  of  Bombay,  and  the  fettlenients 
fubordinatc  thereto ;  diftinguilhing  the  fame  under  the  refpc<Slivc 
beads  of  civil,  military,  buildings,  and  fortifications,  and  the 
charges  of  collcfling  the  revenues  and  cuftoms,  for  three  years,  ac- 
cording to  the  lateft  advices  j  together  with  the  lateft  eftimate  of 
the  fame  ;  and  alfo. 

No.  9.  A  co/nparifon  of  the  eflimatcd  and  aflual  amount  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Euft- India  Company,  at  the  prcfidency  of  Bombay^ 
and  the  fettlemcnts  fubordinatc  thereto,  under  the  heads  of  land  re- 
venues,.  cuftoms,  farms  and  licenfcs,  &c.  for  the  year  1798-9, 
and  of  the  charges  defrayed  for  the  fame  year  by  the  faid  Company 
in  the  faid  prcfidency  and  fettlemcnts;  diftinguiftiing  the  fame  re- 
fpcdlivcly,  under  the  feveral  heads  of  civil,  marine,  military, 
buildings,  and  fordfications,  and  cullcding  the  revenues  and  cuf- 
toms :  and  alfa. 

No.  I  o.  An  account  of  the  annual  charges  defrayed  by  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  for  the  management  of  their  trade  and  commerce  in 


June  30.1  DEBATES.  jttf 

.Bengaly  at  Madraff,  and  at  Bombay^  fo  far  as  the  hme^n  he  diC- 
tinguilhed  from  the  civil  or  other  charges  rcfpc^ively,  for  three 
years,  according  to  cfie  lateil  advices  ;  together  vfith  the  lateft  e(U» 
mate  of  the  fame ;  and  alfo, 

No.  ID.  (A).  An  account  pf  the  expences  of  the  prefidency  of 
Fort  Marlborough,  and  its  dependencies,  for  three  years,  according 
to  the  lateft  advices  ;  together  with  the  lateft  eftimate  of  the  fame^ 
and  alfoy 

No.  I  o.  (B).  Amount  of  the  expences  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena, 
and  the  fadlory  of  Canton,  for  three  years,  according  to  the  lateft 
advices  ;  and  alfo,  * 

No.  1 1 .  Abftrad  eftimate  of  the  probable  refources  and  dilburfe- 
mcnts  of  the  Beng;al  Government  from  the  ift  May  1799  to  the 
30th  April  1800;  and  alfo, 

.  •  No.  1 2.  Abftrad  eftimate  of  the  probable  refources  and  dift)urfe^ 
ments  of  the  Madras  Government,  from  the  ift  M^y  1799  to  the 
30th  April  1800  ;  and  alfo, 

•'No.  1 3.  Abftradl  eftimate  of  the  probable  refources  and  diftmtfc- 
mcnts  of  the  Bombay  Government,  from  the  ift  May  1799  to  the 
30th  April  1800;  and  alfo. 

No.  14.  A  general  abftrad^  of  the  eftimates  of  the  revenues  and 
charges  of  the  prefidcncics  of  Fort  William,  Fort  SaitnoGcorgc, 
and  Bombay,  from  ift  May  1799  to  30th  April  1800  ;  fcnd  alfo* 
No.  15.  An  account  of  the  amount  received  at  the  fcveral  prc-^ 
(idencies  of  Fort  William,  Fort  Saint  George,  and  Bombay,  for 
fales  of  import  goods  and  ftorcs,  and  for  certi^cates  on  the  Court  of 
Dircdlors,  within  the  laft  three  years  refpe<ftivc!y,  according  to  the 
lateft  advices  ;, together  ivith  the  lateft  eftimate  of  the  fame;  and 
alfo. 

No.  16.  Amount  of  the  bond  and  other  debts  owing  by  the 
Eaft- India  Company  at  their  fcveral  prefidcncics  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  on  the  30th  April  I799>  the  rates  of  intercft  which  fuch 
debts  refpe(Slively  carry,  and  the  annual  amount  of  fuch  intercft ; 
and  alfo. 

No.  17.  An  account  of  the  amount  of  debts  fubfcribed  in  India, 
between  30th  April  1798  and  ift  May  1799,  agreeable  to  the 
Court's  orders  of  25th  June  1793  rand  alfu. 

No.  18.  Abftracl  ftatcment  of  the  receipts  and  dilburfcmcnts  of 
the  Bengal  Government,  from  the  ift  May  1798  to  the  30th  Apiii 
1799  ;  and  alfo. 

No.  19.  Abftra£l  ftatcment  of  ihe  receipts  and  diftiurfementt 
of  the  Madras  Government,  from  ift  May  1798  to  30th  April 
1799  ;  and  alfo, 
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No.  20.  Abftrmd  ftatemcnt  of  the  receipt^  and  difbarfeirKniCa 
ttf  the  Bombay  GovcmiBcnt,  from  the  ift  May  1798  to  the  30th 
April  1799  ;  ^ndalfoy 

No.  21.  An  account  of  the  balance  of  quick  ftock,  exhibiting  a 
fbte  of  the  Connpany's  afTairs,  in  refpe£t  to  the  debts  and  afllets,  as 
they  ftood  at  the  feveral  prefidencies  of  Fort  Wirtiam»  Fort  Saint 
George,  and  Bombay,  and  at  fhe  refidency  of  Fort  Marlborough 
and  fa<£);ory  at  Canton,  at  th<;  conclufion  of  the  year  1798-9  ; 
and  alfo. 

No.  22.  An  account  of  the  prime  coft  of  all  cargoes  purchalcd 
in  India,  and  (hipped  for  Europe,  in  the  year  1798-9  ;  tdgether 
with  the  commercial  charges^  at  each  prefiriency,  not  add^d  to  the 
invoice. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  accounts  do  lay  upon  the  table  ;  atui 
that  fuch  a  number  of  copies,  be  printed  as  (hall  be  fufficicnc  for 
^.  ufe  of  the  Members  of  |he  Houfe. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  ftated,  that  he  had  been  in  the  Houfe  of  Pters, 
where  the  .foyal  afient  was  given  by  commHHon  to  the  bill  to  xcvtime 
doubts  relative^  to  the  warehouling  of  India  goods,  to  the  Mo« 
la(res  Spirit  bill,  and  to  fundry  other  public  a6ts,  and  to  feveral  prU 
Tate  ads. 

The  Older  of  the  day  being  read  on  the  bill  for  regulating  x\m 
price  and  a(rtze  of  bread,  the  bill,  after  an  amendmcm  by  Sir  John 
Anderfon,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pa(fed^ 

The  Houfe,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  came  to  a  re- 
fclution  for  allowing  fait  (o  be  ufcd  in  the  northern  fi(hcries  duty 
free,  &c.  for  the  fupport  of  the  London  market. 

The  Houfct  iii  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  came  to  a  re- 
folution  for  repealing  the  prefent  duties  on  hops,  in  certain  cafes,  and 
for  granting  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  that  the  ad  by  which  a  commercial  treaty 
was  fettled  between  this  country  and  France  be  read  ;  which  being 
entered  as  read,  Mr.  Rofe  obferved,  that  it  was,  by  a  provifion  in 
that  bill  only,  lawful  to  import  into  this  country  any  French  wines 
from  the  iflands  of  Guemfey  and  Jerfcy  ;  which  provifipn  was  at 
fto  end,  becaufe  the  ad  had  expired.  It  was  expedient  that  wines  of 
this  dcfcription  ihould  continue  to  be  imponed  from  thefe  iflands, 
under  the  regulations  contained  in  that  adt,  which  could  ih>c  be  done 
without  a  parliamentary  proviiion  ibr  that  purpofe ;  he  (hould  there* 
fckjre  move,  "  That  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfclf  into  a  Commiuee 
Qf  the  whole  Houfe  to  morrow,  to  conlider  of  the  faid  a£l." 
Ordered. 
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A  meiTage  ftom  the  Lords  infbnncd  the  HouTe,  that  (heir  Lont- 
ihtps  had  agreed  to  the  bill  for  an  Union  between  Great  Bricttil 
and  Ireland,  without  any  amendment* 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL.—"  In  purfuance  of  the  no- 
tice which  I  gave  on  Friday,  I  rife  for  the  purpofe  of  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  trials  for  high  treafun  in  cer- 
tain cafes,  and  likewife  for  the  fafe  cuftody  of  infane  perfons  charged 
with  oflFences.     My  objed  is,  to  confine  the  bill  to  the  point  of 
making  high  treafon,  in  a  certain  denomination  of  it,  like  the  cafe  cf 
murder,  by  which  I  tntzn  a  dircA  attempt  againft  the  perfon  of 
His  Majefiy.     The  only  poflible  objedion,  as  it  ftrikcs  me,  which 
can  be   ofiercd  to.  this  bill,  is  that  of  a  fuppofition  that  there  may 
be  a  difficulty  in  defining  the  csife  to  which  the  bill  would  rtfer^ 
I  apprehend  there  will  be  no  fuch  difficulty.     In  the  cafe  of  malt-* 
eioufly  (hooting  at  any  perfun,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  defining  cafes 
chat  come  within  the  meahing  of  the  law.     Tiie  fam^  rule  I  would 
apply  to  an  attempt  oh  the  perfon  of  the  King.     The  time  for  the 
difcuffion  of  fuch  a  meafure  as  this,  would,  I  prcfume,  be  in  a  Cotti^ 
mittce  ;  I, -therefore,  do  not  think  it  neceifary  to  flate,  at  this  xaO» 
ment,  what  words  will  be  fufficicnt  for  that  purpofe ;  when  thtt 
words  which  (hall  be  piopofed  are  feen^  thofe  who  may  now  fop- 
pofe  that  there  cxifls  a  difficulty,  will  be  better  able  to  ju(%e  thaci 
they  ane  at  prefent,  whether  fuch  difficulty  really  exifts  or  not.     tr 
the  words  which  I  (ball  o^er  (hall  appear  not  to  be  fufficient  lo   - 
cxprefs  clearly  the  intention  I  have,  I  (hall  be  extremely  ready  to 
tdopt  other  words  Which  may  better  convey  that  intention.     Wi^ 
xegard  to  the  other  part  of  the  biU,  which  relates  to  the  fafe  cuftody 
of  infane  perfons  who  are  charged  with  ofibnces,  I  think  itimpc^ibie 
to  doubt  that  (bmething  is  neceffary  to  be  done  on  that  fubjed.     I 
do  not  allude  particularly  to  what  has  recently  happened,  although 
that  has  called  (bme  ideas  forth  upon  the  fabje^ ;  but  all  thofe  whofis 
duty  calls  them  to  attend  to  the  proceedings  of  courts  of  juAice,  from 
time  to  time,  mod  think  it  important  that  fome  piovifions  (houki 
be  made  upon  this  fobje£k,  beoaufe  it  has  been  found  that  perfonft 
who  have  done  the  moft  (hockii^  ads,  and  who  have  been  acquitted 
€a  the  ground  of  their  being  deranged  in  their  intelle^,  having  been 
altbwed  to  go  at  large,  have  afterwards  committed  fimilar  adi 
cgain  ;  thetfe  arefeveral  rnflances  of  Hb  Majefly's  fubjeds  having 
lo(t  thefr  lives  in  this  manner,  for  want  of  a  due  provifion  in  thh 
YcKpeA.     I  do  apprehend  indeed,  that  by  the  common  law  of  thti 
yeahn,  when  ai^rfon  of  this  kind  is  acquitted,  the  court  before  mhidk 
iie'k  tried  tnfvc'full  power  to  dired^the  fafe  cijfiody  of  fuch  a  perw 
4bai  hm  theo  tbetbnrlias  fo  Ihtk  reguhttd  that  cufiody,  and  is  ib 
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filent  as  to  the  ruks  to*be  obferved  with  regard  tott,  that  indeed  the 
)aw  may  be  faid  (o  be  defective  in  that  particular  ;  and  on  reflec- 
tion upon  that  fubjef^,  I  do  think  it  will  be  inrpoffible  to  lay  down 
any  jpofilive  rule  whatever,  with  regard  to  the  manner  of  that  cuf- 
tody>  and  therefore  much  muft  t)c  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  execu- 
tive ^ernment  in  that  rcfped) ;  but  when  we  condder  the  circum- 
fiances  of  thefe  unhappy  perfons,  that  generally  they  are  of  low  ha* 
bits  and  conne<9ions,  and  feldom  have  any  friends  to  take  care  of 
them^  I-think  it  will  appear  to  be  humanity  iticlf  to  give  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  fome  difcretion  to  difpofe  of  them.  .  Under 
thefe  circumftinces  I  move,  '^  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
l^ill  for  regulating  trials  for  high  trcafon,  and  mifprUion  of  treafon 
in  certain  cafes,  and  for  the  fafe  cuflody  of  infane  perfons  charged 
with  offences."  .  . 

r    The  queftion  being  put» 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  he  had  no  objeflion  to  the  Second  j^irt 
of  jthis  motion  ;  .but  witb.re^rd  to  the  fir^,  he  (hould  rather  think 
it  advifable  t<>;abide  by  the  law  which  the  wifdom  of  our  ancedors 
had  devifcd»  than  to  ena<Sl  any  new  law  upon  this  mofi  important 
(ujbjedl:  If  any  inconvenience  could  be  (hewn  to  have  arifenfrom 
any.defefi  in  the  law  of  treafon,  he  fiiould  be  as  ready  as  any  body 
to  ^flent  to  fome  meafurc  to  remedy  fuch  inconvenience  ;  but  unle& 
filch  inconvenience  was  Aatcd  to  c%\6,  he  inclined  to  abide  by  the  law 
as  it  flood* 

M/,  Chancellor  PITT—"  On  a  fobjcA  of  thi^high  import- 
ance, I  (hould  think,' that  although  no  proof  exifted  of  any  a<^u4 
inconveniences  having  arifen,  yet,  if  we  fee,  by  looking  on.  the 
law  as  it  now  (lands,  that  not  only  great  tnoonvcnience,  .but  alf9 
danger  may  arife  upon  it,  we  (hall  have  no  difficulty  in  faying  there 
Ought  to  be  an  amendment  of  the  law  in  this  particular.  The 
gcncr^il  principle  of  the  law. to  guard  againfl  wb^t  is  generally  on- 
derftcxxi  to  range  itfelf  under  the  head  of  conftrudive  or  political 
Xregfon,  is  not  propofed  to  be  touched  by  vthe  bill  moved  for  by  my 
Jearn^d  friend  :  but  it  is  intended  to  apply  to  a  Ampli!  aS, .  capable 
of  demonflrafion  almoft  ;  upon  this,  I  think  that  fome  mcafure  is 
highly  lieceflfary.  Siippofe  the  ad  lately  attempted  againft  the  per- 
/on  of  the  fovereijgn  had  been  fucccfsful,  it  woiild  certainly*  in  the 
view  of  morality,  juOice,  and  common  reafon,  have  been  a  mar'^ 
^cr  of  a  very  aggravated  and  horrid  nature.  .  If  it  had  been  againft 
.any  individual  of  His  Majefty's  fubje£ls,  it  would  have  been  murder 
Jby  the  definition  of  th^  law  of  England  ;  one  rule  would  be  obfervcd' 
jfi  the  prufecution,  and  one  witnefs  would  have  been  enough  to  prove 
i^'.i  Bui  io  the  cafe  of  $)^  ffiurder  of  the.  iQvcrcigo..himfe^>.oci 
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whofe  life  the  Tafety  of  the  State  depends,  it  would  not  have  been 
fo  inqaired  into,  becaufei  by  the  law  of  trcafon,  a  different  f6rm  of 
profecution  «nfiuft  be  obferved,  and  it  could  not  be  laid  as  fimple 
murder  ;  fo  that  one  witnefs  would  not  befufficient  to  prove  it/ nor 
could  the  trial,  in  many  other; refpe£^s,  have  the  fan^e  facility  on 
the  part  of  the  profecution,  as  it  would  have  in  the  cafe  of  the  inur-  « 
der  of  one  of  His  M ajefty's  fubje£ls.  Although  the  2&  (hould  be 
plain  murder,  yet  it  cannot  be  Aated  but  as  trcafon,  and  thact,  by  law^ 
requires  two  witneiTes,  as  well  as  nfiany  other  formalities.  I  fay,  that 
h  a  condition  in  which  the  law  ought  not  to  ftand.  In  one  fenfe^ 
we  are  all  of  us  happy  that  the  barbarous  attempts  that  have  been 
madeagainft  His  Majefty's  perfon  are  totally  free  from  any  combin- 
ation or  confpired  defign  ^  but  when  we  have  had  the  warnings  of 
individual  defigns,  although  the  refult  of  phrenzy,  againft  His  Ma-> 
jefty's  facred  perfon,  we  ought  to  provide  for  it  fome  farther  protec- 
tion. We  fhould  take  ckre  that  His  Majefty's  facred  life  (hould 
have,  at  leaft,  as  much  protection  as  that  of  any  of  his  fubjedts^ 
which,  for  the  reafons  I  have  merKioned,  arifing  from  the  laws  of 
treafoni  is  not  the  cafe  at  this  moment.  Are  we  to  be  told  there  is 
no  neceffity  for  fuch  a  meafure  ?  And  can  we  fuppofe  there  (hould  ' 
beany  hefitation  in  receiving  a  bill  of  this  nature?  We,(hould9 
however,  take  care  that  the  law  (hall  be  made  to  apply  to  the  na* 
ture  of  the  cafe  to  be  provided  for ;  and  this  was  ftated  by  my 
learned  friend,  as  a  thing  to  be  provided  for  in  the  wording  of  the 
bill.  But  I  mult  obferve,  that  without  fome  fuch  meafure  as  thls^ 
the  perfon  of  the  Sovereign,  fo  much  the  objedl  of  our  care  and 
{(dicitude,  will  be  lefs  protected  by  law  agaihd  niurder,  than  the 
meaaclVof  his  fubjedls  ;  I  (hould,  therefore,  hope  that  the  honour-* 
able  gentleman  who  fpoke  laO,  to  whom  we  cannot  impute  any  tiling 
that  is  inconiiilent  with  pure  afledlion  to  the  Monarch,  would,  upon 
refle£tion,  be  induced  to  withdraw  his  oppofition,  and  that  this-bill 
(hall  be  brought  in  by  the  unanimous  fenfe  of  the  HouCe." 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  he  agreed,  with  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fpoken,  on  the  deficiency  of  the  law  upon 
the  point  of  two  witnefTes  ;  and  if  the  remedy  of  that  defe£l  had 
been  dated  to  be  the  objed  of  the  bill,  he  (hould  not  have  objefied 
to  it  IB  aijiy  degree  :  the  idea  that  led  him  to  doubt  of  the  propriety 
was,  that  it  would  have  had  fome  cffc&  on  what  is  called  political 
trcafon — in  no  other  light  had  he  any  objedlion  to  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT — "  I  flated,  that  one  witnefs  only  wa$ 
fufficient  in  the  cafe  of  murder  of  any  of  His  Majcfty's  fubje^s, 
and  there  mud  be  two  in  a  cafe  of  that  kind  upon  the  Sovereign;  in 
which  his  life  is  left  protected  than  the  life  of  one  of  his  fubjeAs» 

Vol.  XII.  .  Ff 
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and  that  this  is  adcfed  in  the  law  too  obvious  to  be  debated  ;  fo 
that  we  need  not  wait  for  the  arrival  of  any  aAual  inconvenience  on 
that  account  before  we  endeavour  to  remedy  the  defedl.  But  I  beg 
leave  ta  fay,  that  that  is  not  the  only  part  of  the  law  which  this 
bill  is  intended  to  alter.  I  argued  upon  the  idea  of  the  horrid  at- 
tempt upon  His  Majefty's  pcrfon  being  fuccefsful,  which  is  the  moit 
iho^king  fuppofttion  that  can  be  entertained  ;*— but  this  bill,  as  I 
conceive  it,  will -provide  alfo  again(\  any  unfuccefsful  attempt  that 
may  be  made  againft  His  Majef^y's  life,  and  will  put  that  alfo  on 
the  fame  footing  of  protection  as  that  of  ^  fubjedt.  I  fay  this^  in 
order  to  prevent  any  mifconception  which  might  arife  from  any  ge- 
neral words  that  were  ufed  by  me.  The  objc<5,  in  a  word,  is  this, 
to  give  His  Majcfty  all  the  proteftion  of  pcrf6n  by  law  that  anyof 
his  fubjefts  have,  indead  of  fubjeding  it  to  the  rules  of  trcafon,  and 
to  have  no  concern  whatever  with  the  law  as  it  relates  to  conftnjc- 
five,  or  what  is  called  political  treafon." 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried  mm.  con. 

The  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Chancellor 
Pitt,  and  the  Secretary  at  War,  were  ordered  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  bill. 

'  Colonel  GASCOYNE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  tlie  petitions  of  the 
journeymen  workmen. 

*  Mr.  YORKE  fuggcfted  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  that.if  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  any.refolution  in  the  Committee,  on  which 
to  found  a  bill,  it  would  be  better  to  refer  the  pet^ion  to  2^  Com- 
mittee up  flairs  ;  which,  after  having  examined  the  fubjed  of  them, 
might  come  to  fome  refolutions  on  which  a  bill  might  be  framed  ; 
and  that  it  would  be  more  regular  for  the  particulars  to  be  difcuifed 
by  the  Houfe  when  the  bill  itfelf  (hould  come  before  the  Houfe  in 
a  Committee. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  move  in  the 
Committee  any  refolutions  upon  which  to  found  a  bill,  but  merely 
as  a  matter  of  form  to  move,  that  the  chairman  be  directed  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  adt  of  lafl  fef- 
fion  of  Parliament.  > 

Mr.  BUXTON  begged  to  fuggeft  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
whether  this  was  not  too  late  a  period  of  the  fcflion  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  altering  eftablifhed  regulations  on  a  point  of  fo  much  im- 
portance. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the 
latenefs  of  the  period  at  which  it  was  propofed  to  introduce  this  bill, 
when  it  was  recpUeAed  that  the  bill  of  laft  fcflion,  which  this  vra 
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intended  to  amend  and  explain,  was  pafled  at  as  late  a  period  of  tho 
fefTion.  It  was  read  a  firft  time  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  a  fecond  time 
on  the  19th,  and  was  paffed  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  received 
the  royal  aflent  fo  late  as  the  middle  of  July.  That  bill,  although 
intended  to  alter  effentially  the  law  of  the  land,  was  prccipitivtcd,  he 
might  fay,  in  a  moft  indecent  manner,  and  as  quickly  as  the  forms 
of  Parliament  would  allow  ;  fo  that  the  parties  whom  it  principally 
affe^^ed,  fo  far  from  finding  it  poflible  to  be  heard  by  counfcl  againft 
the  bill,  had  not  cvcn^  time  to  prefent  petitions  againft  it.  A  few 
indeed,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  London,  were  heard  by  counfel 
on  the  laft  day  that  it  was  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  but  it  was  a 
bill  which  intereftcd,  not  merely  a  fewpeople  in  the  vicinity  of  Lon- 
don, but  a  very  large  and  numerous  part  of  the  labouring  and  in- 
duftrious  community.  Me  certainly  felt  himfelf  much  to  blame  iA 
not  having  attended  to  give  his  oppofition  to  that  bill,  wliich  he 
understood  pafled  witholit  any,  except  with  a  few  words  from  an  ho- 
nourable friend  of  his  who  was  moft  conftant  in  his  attendance.  But 
if  any  man  coniidered  rhe  provifions  and  the  principles  of  that  adl, 
he  muft  be  convinced  that  it  was  pregnant  with  the  fouleft  injuftice  ; 
that  it  was  replete  with  the  groffcft  aggrcffior^  againft  the  principles 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  againft  the  rights  of  the  fubjcdl— and 
that  it  was  a  difcjace  to  the  ftatute  book.  He  wilhed  it  to  be  re- 
pealed  altogether,  be^ufe  he  thought  that  no  explanations  or  amend- 
ments could  poflibly  rid  it  of  its  ofFenfive  nature.  He  did  not 
know  who  introduced  that  bill  ;  he  believed  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oppoftte  (Mr.  Pitt  faid.  No)  ;  but,^  whoever  introduced  if, 
he  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  not  be  fo  tenacious 
of  it^  principles  as  to  objedt  to  its  repeal,  if  he  attended  to  its  injuf- 
tice. Such  an  aft  ought  not  to  remain  an  hour  longer  on  the  fta- 
tute book — it  could  not  be  repealed  too  foon  ;  and  thcrewas  cnc 
confolation  to  encourage  its  repeal,  that  as  it  had  never  been  pre- 
tended, as  an  oxcufe  for  its  introduction,  that  there  were  no  laws  to 
prevent  and  punifli  unlawful  combinations,  and  as  the  preamble  of 
tkea6^  itfelf  fets  forth  that  it  is  to  explain  and  amend  former  a(Hs, 
its  repeal  will  not  be  the  means  of  letting  the  fubjei5>  loofe  from  the 
reftraints  of  law,  but  will  merely  reftorc  things  to  their  former  ftatc, 
and  give  operation  to  laws  which  experience  had  proved  to  be  p6r- 
fcdtly  adequate  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  intended. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  of  no  confcqucncc,  in  the 
difcuftionof  the  prefent  queftion,  who  brought  in  the  bill  of  laft 
feftion.  Certainly,  though  the  lionourable  gentleman  had  imputed 
it  to  him,  he  was  not  the  Introducer.  The  point  now  was,  whether 
or  no  the  bill  was'  exceptionable  ?     It  had  been  paiTed  by  both 
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Houfes  of  Parliament^  and  he  confidered  his  aflent  as  given  to  it. 
As  to  his  being  ^^nacious  of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  he  was  very 
eafy  upon  the  head  of  incurring  this  imputation  by  fupporting  it. 
Among  the  many  accusations  made  againft  him,  this  was  not  the 
leaft  frequent  or  the  mod  difficult  to  be  borne,  When  he  recollcd^cd 
,  that  he  was  fometimes,  and  by  the  fame  perfon  too,  called  obiKnate, 
proud,  tenacious  of  his  purpofc,  and  pcrfeveringly  inflexible  in  hig 
own  mcafures  ;  at  other  times,  changeable,  fickle,  irrefolute,  and 
cafily  fwayed  by  the  opinions  of  others.  The  honourable  gentleman 
would  perhaps  fay  that  he  is  fometimes  both.  In  this  cafe,  he 
would  adopt  the'  anfwer  of  a  very  old  man^  who  was  fometimes 
blamed  for  being  too  full  of  fpirrts,  and  at  others  for  being  dull  and 
tnelancholy— **  Magno  eji  argumtnto  me  eJJ'e  in  utroque  moderatu^" 
The  particular  pi-oviGons  of  the  bill  he  could  not  pretend  at  prefent 
to  recolledl.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  not  fpared  upon  it 
abufive  epithets  ;'  but  it  was  not  a  fubjefl  to  be  run  down  by  hard 
words.  If  it  were  proved  that  the  bill  was  liable  to  fuch  ftrong  ob«- 
jedlions  as  were  ftated,  they  ought  certainly  to  be  removed.  He 
would  not,  therefore,  oppofe  going  into  the  Commi:tee  at  prefenr, 
as  he  under ftpod  that  he  only  intended  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  adl ;  againft  the  abfolute  repeal 
of  it,  he  would  be  tenacious. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE/aid,  he  had  not  ftated  the  reafonsupon 
which  his  motion  was  to  be  founded,  becaufe  he  was  advifed  by 
fome  of  his  friends,  among  whom  was  particularly  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  had  himfelf  given  occafion  to  this  debate  by  ftating 
his  reafons  for  the  motion,  to  delay  doing  fo  till  the  Houfc  was  in 
the  Committee,  when  it  would  be  more  regular. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  converfarion  whichhadjuft  taken 
place  was  in  fome  meafurc  irregular,  and  thit  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  be  more  in  order  in  giving  his  grounds  for  his  mo- 
tion in  the  Commiitcc.  . 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  had  indeed  told  his  honourable 
friend  that  the  Committee  was  the  proper  place  for  the  difcufilon 
of  this  bufinefs  ;  but  he  had  never  told  him,  that  if  any' perfon  op- 
^ofcd  the  Houfe  going  into  a  Committee,  he  would  not  giv^  rea- 
fons for  going  into  it. 

The  Houfc  then  refolved  itfclf  into  the  Committee. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  faid,  that  he  had  heard  diflfercnt  modes 
propofcd  in  vAvich  to  treat  the  petitions  on  the  table.  He  had  him- 
felf rcfledkd  on  the  iiibjcdl,  and  the  mode  which  appeared  to  him 
beft,  was  that  which  he  adopted,  of  applying  through  a  Committee 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  a<Et  of  laft 
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feflion  of  Parliament.     That  bill  was,  as  ftated  by  his  hononrable 
friend,  brought  in  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  and  read  ^  fecond  time  on 
the  1 9th.  The  fecond  reading  is  known  to  be  the  ordinary  time  fixed 
by  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  for  hearing  Counfel  againfl  a  bill  ;  but 
frofn  this  precipitate  procedure  it  was  impoffible  that  even  petition* 
could  have  been  drawn  up  againft  the  bill.      It  was  read  a  third 
time  on  the  27th,  and  in  (hort  pafled.  In  his  opinion,  conlidering 
thcinlportance  of  the  fubjcft,  that  bill  ought  not  to  have  gone  farther 
^in  laft'fefllon  than  the  firft  and  fecond  reading;  and  then,  by  (land- 
ing over  to  the  beginning  of  this  fefiion,  time  would  have  been  given 
to  coniider  it,  and  it  would  have  received  fuch  modifications  in  the 
Committee  as  would  have  fuperfeded  the  neceffity  of  the  petition* 
now  before  ihe  Committee,  and  would  have  prevented  his  now  tak- 
ing up  the  time  of  the  Houfe.   He  never  had  heard  of  any  particular 
circumilances  requiring  fuch  a  bill.     No  allegation  was  made  of 
illegal  combinations  then  exifling,  and  yet  the  bill  had  been  hurried 
through  without  allowing  time  to  conflder  it.  Colonel  Gafcoyne  then 
proceeded  to  animadvert  upon  diffctent  claufesand  provifionsof  the 
a6t  of  laft  feflion  ;  the  expreflfions  he  reprefented  as  extremely  inde- 
finite, as  laying  the  workmen  a  great  deal  too  much  at  the  mercy 
of  the  maimers,  and  as  expofing  them  to  profecution  and  punifhment 
pn  the  oath  of  a  fingle  perfon  before  a  Angle  magiftratc,  for  the  fim- 
pleft  adions,  in  which  in  the  fevereft  conftrud^ion  of  them  there  was 
nothing  to  blame.     There  was  one  claufe  of^it  alfo  liabl(5  to  pecu- 
liar exception,  as,  oathe  literal  interpretatioii  of  it,  it  fubjedh  the 
funds  of  friendly  focieties  inftituted  for  the  purchafe  of  tools  to  poor 
WorkmeT\,  and  for  fupporting  thqm  in  iicknefs,  to  forfeiture,  if  it  id 
proved  that  one  (hilling  of  thefe  funds  has  ever  been  given  to  a  per- 
foii  wlv)  cotnes  under  the  provifions  of  this  a6l.     Now  this  may 
pften.  happen  from  accident ;  and  by  the  half  of  thefiE?  funds,  which 
fometimes  amount  to  fomuch  as  3000I.  being  given  to  the  informer, 
^  great  reward  is  held  out  to  induce  men  to  perjury.     While  fo 
much  is  done  againft  the  journeymen,  there  is  not  one  claufe  in  the 
adl  to  regulate  the  condud  of  maflers.     He  did  not  wi/h  to  repeal 
thi»  a<Sl  altogether  ;  but  he  thought  .he  had  adduced  grounds  fufH* 
cicnt  for  the  motion  with  which  he  would  conclude — «*  That  the 
Chairman  be  dlredted  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain 
and  amend  the  a£t  of  la(l  feflfion  of  Parliament,  for  preventing  ille- 
gal combinations  of  journeymen  workmen." 

Mr.  DENT,  infeoondingthe  motion,  faid,he  did  not  apprehend 
that  the  provifions  of  the  bill  could  poflibly  extend  to  the  friendty 
focieties  ;  but,  neverthelefs,  it  was  extremely  exccptionblae.  It 
altered  in  feveral  material  points  the  law  of  the  land.     It  diredled 
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the  pcrfon  accufed  to  be  examined  upon  oath.  To  that  he  might  cri- 
minate himfclf ;  and  it  even  went  fo  far  as  to^ut  a  con(lrui5)ion 
upon  motives y  and  to  dire^  that  a  man  (hould  be  cofmmirted  if  it 
(hould  appear  probable  to  a  Juftice  that  he  had  meant  to  violate  any 
of  its  pro vi lions.  Though  fome  regulations  might  be  neceffary, 
thefi?  wbre  evidently  oppreflive,  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  there- 
fore conlidcr  thb  fubje^  with*  their  ufual  indulgence,  coolnefs  and 
moderation.  "  \ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  complained  that  the  bill  had  been  ex- 
tremely mifreprefented  \  and  f^id  that  if  the  journeymen  workmen 
founded  their  objedions  to  it  upon  fuch  an  interpretation,  they  were 
extremely  unreafonable.  It  had  been  faid,  that  all  friendly  focic- 
ties  were  afFe£led  by  it,  and  that  their  funds  were  liable  to  be  feized 
if  they  (hould  affilt  any  of  their  members.  There  could  not  be  a 
greater  perverfion  of  the  meaning  of  any  claufe.  No  money  was 
made  liable  to  forfeiture  but  what. had  been  exprcfsly  contributed 
for  an  unlawful  purpofe.  ConfelTion  was  one  fpectes  of  convi^Vion 
in  trials  for  every  other  offence  as  well  as  for  this.  Far  from  ob- 
jecting to  a  fummary  method  of  trials  he  was  confident  that  the 
vi^orkmen  mud  approve  of  it,  as  it  faved  them  infinite  time,  trouble, 
and  expence.  The  bill  might  want  fome  literal  corre^ions  ;  he 
therefore  (hould  vote  for  the  prefent  motion ;  but  he  deprecated 
the  idea  of  repealing  ir,  or  deilroying  its  efficacy  by  explanations  and 
amendments.  The  principle  of  it  was  good,  and  it  ogght  by  all 
means  to  be  ftrengthened  and  confirmed. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  pledged  himfelf  to  bring  proofs  to  the 
bar,  of  grofs  oppreiTion^having  been  fuflFered  under  the  bill  he  com* 
plained  of.  Perhaps  this  had  happened  from  the  mi(^ake  of  the 
MagiflratCy  but  it  furely  demonftrated  the  neceflfity  of  the  bill  being 
properly  explained*  Were  theie  offences  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  he 
(hould  think  there  was  lefs  chance  of  abufe  ;  but  it  was  very  wrong 
that  arfingle  Juftice  (hould  thus  have  it  in  his  power  to  tyrannize 
over  all  the  workmen  in  his  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  any  one  might  appeal  from  the  fentence  of 
the  Juftice  to  the  quarter  feOionSj^  where  he  would  be  fure  to  meet 
with  redrefs. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  tliat  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  complained  that  he  had  mifrepre- 
fented the  bill  ;  but  it  was  very  evident  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  totally  ignorant  of  its  provifionS  himfelf.  He  had 
,  Aiid  that  it  was  advantageous  for  the  workmen,  as  it  dired^ed  a  fdm* 
maryroethod  of  tiial  \  but  it  fo  happened,  that  the  bill  had  nothing 
to  do  with  fettling  difputes  between  maimers  and  fcrvants,  as  it  only 
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gave  the  mafters  a  power  of  fummoning  the  fervants,  before  a  ma- 
giftrate  to  anfwer  for  oflfences  created  by  the  aA  itfelf.     He  did  not 
approve  of  the  plan  of  amending  the  ad,  as  he  did  not  fee  how  it 
could  be  amended,  and  as  it  was  altogether  unneceiTary.     There 
were  already  fevere  laws  againft  combination,  which  were  quite  fnf* 
&cient  to  prevent  that  practice  to  a  pernicious  degree.     >f o  proof 
whatevei^  had  been  ofiered^of  their  inefBcacy ;  and  the  only  reafon  to 
believe  that  a  new  a6i  was  called  for  was  the  preamble  of  the  a6k 
itfelf.     He  rcfpefted  the  Juftices  \  but  among  fuch  a  numerous 
body  of  men  there  mu(i  be  ibme  not  very  well  difpofed ;  and,  though 
they  were  ever  fo  upright,  they  could  Jiot  give  equity  like  a  jury  ; 
they  mud  explain  and  enforce  the  law  with  rigour,  and  thus  be  the 
inftruments  of  oppreiTion.     If  a  father  (hould  be  convi<^ed  of  hav- 
ing forbidden  his  fon  to  work  any  longer  with  a  mafter  who  had 
refufed  to  teach  him  his  bufinefs,  but  had  beat,  Carved  and  abufed 
him,  that  father  the  jufticeswere  bound  to  commit  to  prifon  for 
three  moQths,  there  to  be  kept  at  hard  labour.     Although  all  the 
makers  in  the  diftri(5t  (hould  combine  to  lower  the  rate  of  wages, 
the  poor  journeymen  had  by  this  a£l  no  means  pf  redrefs  ;  but, 
though  themfelves  liable  to  the  moft  fevere' punifhment  for  the 
lead  impropriety,, muft  fuf&r  the  cruelleft  injuries  without  a  mur- 
mur.   <  He  could  with  his  honourable  friend  adduce  many  inftances 
in  which  they  had  been  pppreflfed — The  bill  abounded  not  lefs  with 
abfi^rdity  than  injuftice  ;  it  rendered  it  penal  for  any  one,  m  any 
way,  fccrctly  or  covertly,  direfily  or  indireflly,  to  feduce  a  work- 
man from  his  mafier  ;  but  bounties  were  offered  and  proclamations 
polled  up  every  day,  to  entice  workmen  to  enter  His.  Majefty*s 
iervic^  ;  and,  if  the  bill  were  fairly  a£led  upon,  half  the  captains, 
lieutenants,  and  recruiting  ferjeants  in  the  kingdom  would  now 
be  in  the  Houfe  of  Corredtion,  picking  oakum  or  beating  hemp. 

Sir  F.  B.  JONES  begged  that  it  might  not  be  underftood,  that 
though  he  voted  for  the  nnotion,  he  fupported  the  bill  which  was 
meant  to  be  brought  in.  He  thought  that  the  a£l  of  laft  ieflion 
fhould  be  totally  repealed,  and  he  (hduld  probably  move  for  its  re- 
peal next  feffion  of  Parliament. 

General  TARLETON  thought  that  the  bill  (hould  be  repealed, 
as  it  was  unnecefTary,  and  as  the  mode  of  trial  it  diredied  was 
alien  to  the  laws  of  England. 

Colonel  ELFORD  approved  of  the  bill.  He  thought  it 
ftratige,  that  though  he  reprcfehted  Plymouth,  he  had  never  known 
that  his  conftituents  were  to  petition  againft  it  till' he  had  aflually 
feen  their  petition  upon  the  table. 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  felt 
fore  in  being  thus  overlooked ,  he  had  now  an  opportunity  of  doirig 
honour  to  his  conftitucnts  by  fiipporting  the  prayel-  of  their  petition. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  contended,  that  the  bill  was 
iKCciTary,  and  that  a  funomary  mode  of  trial  was  neceflary,  as  the 
mode  by  indidment  would  be  quite  ineffectual  in  preventing  unlaw- 
fill  combinations.  * 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to ;  the  Houfe  was  refumed^ 
an(it  l^ve  aiked  and  obtained  to  Jbring  in  the  bill. 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Pierrcpont,  Mr.  Gafcoyne,  General  Tarle- 
ton,  Mr.  Dent,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr.  LONG  pi^efented  to  the  Houfe  a  paper,  intituled,  **  Return 
to  an  order  of  the  honourable  Houfe  ^of  Commons,  dated  the  9th 
day  of  June,  1800,  for  an  account  of  the  fums  remaining  due  and 
unprovided  for  by  Parliament  fot  fubfidies  granted  to  His  Majefty 
rhe  Emperor  of  ail  the  Ruflias,  as  the  fame  ftood  orr  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1800."    "Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  prefcntcd  to  the  Houfe  a  Wll 
for  regulating  trials  for  high  trcafon,  and  mifprifon  of  high  treafon,  in 
cenain  cafes,  and  for  the  fafe  cuflody  of  infane  perfons  charged  with 
offences  ;  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read  the  (irft  time>  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fccond  i}tnc  to-morrow. 

Tuefday,  July  i. 

The  Houfet  on  the  order  of  the  day,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  bill  for  regulating  the  falajries  of 
the  clerk  and  clerk  afliftant  and  other  officers  of  the  Houfe. 

The  SPEAKER  recapitulated  theftatcmcnt  which  he  made  on 
a  former  night,  refpedting  the  falaries  of  the  clerk  and  clerk  aflift- 
ant,  the  ferjeantat  arms,  and  his  deputy,  and  the  propriety  of  fixing 
them  at  feme  certain  r^ular  il;}ndard. .  At  prefent  they  were  paid, 
partly  out  of  perquifites  and  fees  of  thdr  offices,  and  partly  by  annui- 
ties paid  out  of  the  civil  lillt.  The  ^obje£t  propofed  by  this  bill 
was  to  make  a  fund  out  of  all  the  charges  due  upon  bills,  &c.  which 
come  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  he  hoped,  fix)m  the  incrcjife  of  bulinefs 
which  would  refult  from  the  Union  of  Ireland  with  this  country, 
that  that  fund  would  be  found  adequate  for  the  payment,  not  only 
of  the  clerk  and  clerk  afliftant,  but  even,  in  time,  of  the  S)peaker 
and  every  other  officer  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  clear,  however,  that 
this  fund  could  not  be  formed  till  the  expiration  of  the  patent  of  the 
ptefcnt  clerk  and  his  deputy.     But  at  the  fame  time  it  was  dciir- 
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able  that  die  falaiy  of  the  derk  afliftant,  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms, 
and  of  his  deputy ,  &ould  be  fixed  at  fome  proper  and  adequate,  pro- 
viiions.  The  falary  of  the  clerk,  he  propofed,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  prefent  paten t,  (hould  be  3  500I. ;  that  of  the  clerk  aflTiftant^ 
which  18  now  altogether  loool.  (hould  be  1500I. ;  that  that  of  the 
ferjeant  at  arms  <hould  be  2300I.  and  that  if  he  keep^  a  deputy  ^c 
(hall  be  obliged  to  pay  him  200I.  befides  the  300].  allowed  to  a 
deputy  ferjeant  by  the  Houfe.  Thbfe  were  the  principal  things 
which  he  had  to  move  in  the '  Committee,  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  in  the  bill.  ^  x 

Mr.  BAKER  made  ^me  obfervations  on  the  propriety  of  apply- 
ing part  of  the  fund  to  the  ihcreafe  of  the  falary  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  % 

Xhe  SPEAKER  faid,  •  that  he  perfcflly  approved  of  this  fug- 
gcftion  ;  but  as  the  fund  could  not  be  eftablifhed  at  the  prefent  mo^ 
ment,  the  making  any  further  pfovifion  for  that  gentleman  could 
not  form  any  part  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  hoped  no  ^gentleman  would 
obje£l  to  the  propofitions  which  had  juft  been  made,  after  hearing 
the,gr(}unds  on  which  they  refted.  The  office  of  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  a  mo({  laborious  one  ;  and,  as 
it  was  now  filFed,  ought  certainly  to  be  more  amply  recompensed  than 
it  now  is.  But  the  fund  could  not  in  the  mean  time  provide  for 
this,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Houfe  would  cheerfully  aifcnt  to  fome 
other  means  of  making  a  provifion.  The  bed  method  he  thought 
would  be,  to  move  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty  to  make  provifion  for 
that  office  out  of  fome  other  unexhauftcd  fund.  This  he  intended 
to  do  before  the  conclufion  of  the  fcffion. ' 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BAKER,  the  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LQ^fG  brought  in  a  bill  for  enabling  His  MajcAy  to  grant 
commiffions  to  the  natives  of  the  United  Provinces  to  ferve  on 
board  the  Dutch  (hips  employed  in  His  Majcfty's  fcrvice ;  which 
was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccond  time  to* 
morrow. 

The  bill  for  r^ulating  the  trials  for  treafon  in  certain  cafes,  and 
fbr  providing  for  the  confinement  of  infane  perfons  who  have  been 
guilty  of  crimes,  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed  for 
Friday. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Attornet  General,  it  was  agreed 
that  it  be  anlnftrudion  to  the  Committee  to  divide  the  bill  into  two 
bills. 
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The  Houfc  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Petition 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  of  the  Metropolis. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  be  di- 
relied  to  afk  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  (ox  making  an  additional  rate 
in,  the  parishes  of  Mafy-le«bone  and  St.  Pancras,  for  a  time  to  be- 
limited." 

Mr.  ROBSON  faid,  iie  wifhed  as  well  to  the  poorasanj  man, 
and  would  do,  as  much  for  their  relief,  but  did  not  wiih  to  fee  bene- 
volence turned  into  a  tax.  The  plan  in  queftion  had  originated  at 
Lloyd's  CofFee-houfe,  the  gentlemen  of  which  place  had  taken  the 
poor  out  of  the  hands  of  the  parifh  overfeers,  and  put  them  under 
their  own  protedion.  The  plan  by  which  they  propofed  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  of  fubfcriptions  was  faid  to  be  temporary  ;  but  it 
was  very  well  known  that  a  rate  or  tax  once  impofed  was  feldom 
afterwards  remitted.  An  application  to  Parliament  would  be  much 
better.  The  rates  in  Mary-le-bone  already  amounted  to  399000]. 
and  the  inhabitants  wifhed  to  be  heard  by  counfel  if  the  bill  was 
brought  in.  ^ 

Mr.  I.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  fupported  the  rrfolution,  and 
thought  any  application  to  Parliament  highly  improper.     Some  pa- 
ri(hes  were  rich  and  fome  poor  ;  but  the  whole  of  the  metropolis 
(hould  confider  itfelf  as  one  great  family,  and  unite  together  for  the 
relief  of  thelndigent  in  thefe  prefling  times. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  who  jpoke 
firft  laboured  under  fome  kind  of  error.  The  money  to  be  raifed 
by  this  new  aflefTmcntwas  not  to  come  into  the  hands  of  the  gentle- 
men at  Lloyd's,  but  to  be  diftributed  to  the  proper  officers  for  mak- 
ing a  parochial  fund.  There  was  no  intent,  therefore,  to  mix  cha- 
ritable inftitutions  with  parochial  affairs,  and  he  (hould  therefore 
vote  for  the  refolution. 

Mr.  VANSITTART  laid,  the  law  for  upwards  of  200  years 
was,  that  if  a  pariOi  could  not  maintain  its  poor,  the  hundred  mud  ; 
and  if  the  hundred  could  not,  the  county  was  bound  to  do  it.  The 
flate  of  the  perfons  intended  to  be  relieved  was  fuch  as  to  render  it 
neceflary  to  pafs  this  bill  as  expeditioufly  as  poflihle. 

Mr.  PLUMER  afked,  why  the  honourable  Magilhate  who 
moved  for  this  bufinefs  did  not  apply  the  remedy  which  it  was  laid 
cxtfted  already  by  the  43d  of  Elizabeth? 

Mr.  MAINWARING'anfweied,  that  by  that  aft  two  juflices 
had  the  power  of  ading ;  but  he  thought  it  more  fuiuble  to  tho 
magnitude  of  the  prefent  fubjefl  to  put  the  bufinefs  into  the  hands 
of  all  the  magiflrates  of  the  county. 
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Mr.  ChanceHor  PITT  faid,  that  befides  this,  the  magiftrates  of 
the  metropolis  could  not  carry  the  iatended  meafure  into  effcA 
iBithout  •fpecial  powers,  becaufe  they  had  only  power  of  adling  in 
particular  parts ;of  the  metropolis  ;  fur  inftance,  the  magiftratcs'for 
Middlefex  could  not  z&  in  the  city  of  London. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  wifhed  that  the  bill  might  be  introduced,  and 
then  the  Houfe  would  judge  of  its  provifions. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  neceffarv  to  do  awav  an 
alarm  that  Jiad  been  unneceflfariiy  and  ioipropcrly  created  againft 
this  meafure.  The  Houfe  (hould  recolIe6l  that  it  was  intended  to 
continue  but  for  a  (bort  time  ;  ^  and  the  additional  charge  it  would 
caufe  to  the  public  would  amount  to  no  more  than  two-pence  or 
three-pence  in  the  pound  all  over  the  different  parifbes. 

Mr.  JONES  (hted,  that  this  meafure  had  already  caufed  great 
alarm ;  that  if  a  bill  was  brought  in,  it  would  be  oppofed  by  the 
whole  parifti  of  St.  Mary-le-bone,  and  other  parities  who  had 
uaited  to  petition  and  employ  counfel  againft  it. 

Mr.  DEVAYNES  ftated,  that  the  gentlemen  at  Lloyd's  had 
been  aduated  by  nothing  but  the  bed  views ;  that  they  did  not  wfCh 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  |[noney  to  be  raifed  by  the  new 
rates  ;  but  they  found  the  money  which  had  been  entrulted  to  them 
to  diftributc,  exhaufted,  and  they  wifhed  the  poor  to  be  taken  care 
of.  The  oppolition  of  the  parifh  of  Mary- le- bone  was  the  more  to 
be  wondered  at,  as  that  very  parifh  had  received  large  fupplies  from 
the  Committee  at  Lloyd's.  It  had,  indeed,  offered  to  pay  the 
Committee  afterwards,  but  it  was  not  the  plan  of  the  gentlemen  at 
Lloyd's  to  accept  money  fo  offered.  He  approved  of  the  bill,  be- 
caufe he  faw  the  neceffity  of  fomething  being  done  for  the  fupport  of 
the  poor,  and  as  only  a  few  of  thofe  who  were  able  feemed  willing 
to  contribute  voluntarily  to  it.  He  would  venture  to  fay,  on  no 
flight  grounds,  that  there  were  not.  1 0,000  people  in  London  who 
have  contributed  half-a  guinea  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  ROBSON  faid,, that  the  gentlemen  at  Lloyd's  had  profeffcd 
to  be  ready  to  affifl  all  parifhes  which  needed  fupply  for  the  relief 
of  tl^  poor,  and  that  therefore  it  was  not  furpriHng  if  the  parifh  of 
Mary-le-bone  had  received  fome  afTiftance  from  them. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  the  power  granted  to 
the  magiflrates  by  the  4.3d  of  Elizabeth  was  confined  to  one 
county,  and  therefore  infufficient  in  the  prcfent  cafe  ,  in  which  it 
was  propofed  to  give  relief  to  the  poor  of  the  metropolis  and  the  ad- 
joining parifhes,  a  fpace  extending  over  three  counties. 

Mr.  ELLISON  felt^reat  afflidlion  at  the  flatement,  that  in  this 
large  metropolis  not  more  than  10,000  perfons  had  fubfcribed 
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more  than  half  a  guinea  each,  on  an  average*  fot  the  relief  c£  the 
poofy  and  thanked  God  that  in  his  part  of  the  country  there  was 
more  liberality.  No  man*  he  fatd,  would  be  more  dciirous  than 
himfelf  to  provide  for  the  poor,  by  whom  he  meant  fuch  as  were 
unable  to  earn  their  brc^d  ;  but  he  (hould  be  forry  to  fee  the  indo* 
lent  clafled  among  them,  and  the  country,  with  refpedt  to  its  poor 
laws,  thrown  back  to  the  jlate  in  which  it  was  in  the  time  of  Elixa- 
beth,  when  the  obje£is  of  relief  confided  principally  of  a  fct  of  people 
from  monafteries,  who  were  able  to  earn  a  livelihood  bv  their  labour* 
He  fuggefted  that  the  inti^odudion  of  the  word  '^  cities"  in  the  z€k  of 
the  43d  of  Elizabeth  would  give  the  magiftrate  a  power  fufficiently 
cxtenfive  for  the  prefent  purpofe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  gentlemen  feemed  to  be  afraid 
of  a  deiign  to  make  this  bill  permar\pnt.  This  certainly  was  not 
intended :  it  was  merely  to  meet  the  temporary  exigency  of  the 
fcarcity.  They  feemed  afraid  that  it  was  intended  to  put  an  end 
to  parochial  management :  neither  was  this  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  bill ;  it  was  only  wi(hed  to  raife  a  fmall  ad- 
ditional rate,  for  a  temporary  purpofe,  which  would  flill  be  at  ibe 
difpofal  of  the  refpedllve  pa/i(hes  in  which  it  was  raifed. 

Mr.  DEVAYNES  faid,  that  the  gentlemen  at  Lloyd's  coffee- 
houfe  had  declined  having  any  thing  to  do  with  its  diAribution. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  he  would  vote  for  the  introduftion 
of  the  bill,  becaufe  ic  was  odious,  at  fuch  times  as  the  prefent,  to 
oppofe  any  thing  that  purported  to  be  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  wi(faed  rather  that  the  title  of  the  bill  had  been 
to  explain  the  a£^  of  the  43d  of  Elizabeth.     He  wiflied  alfo  that 
the  application  for  legiflativc  interference  had  come   from  magif- 
trates,  complaining  that  they  had  not  means  of  fupporting  the  poor* 
rather  than  from  the  gentlemen  at  Lloyd's.     The  ftatement  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Devaynes)  refpe^ing  the  number  of 
fubfcribers  in  London,  he  conceived  to  be  wrong.     He  might  be 
right  as  to  what  was  fubfcribcd  at  Lloyd's ;  but  he  underftood  that, 
in  the  parifli  of  Marylc-bone  itfclf,  upwards  of  2500I.  had  been 
fubfcribed ;  and  he  rccolle6ted  in  his  parifh,  that  of  St.  Geoige, 
Southwark,   that  when  he  fubfcribcd  about  fix   months  ago,  fub- 
fcriptions  for  upwards  of   1300I.   were  upon  the  banker's  books. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  bill  would  afFcdi,  not  rich  men  who  were 
unwilling  to  pay,  but  |>eople  unable  to  pay,  people  not  fo  low  as  to 
accept  alTiftance  from  foup-fhops,  ^nd  yet  unable  to  contribute  to 
tjieir  fupport.     He  hoped  that  no  extraordinary  parade  would  be 
made  on  account  of  the  latenefs  of  the  feflion,  as  a  reafon  for  ac- 
celerating the  meafure  ^  sind  that  counfet  would  be  permitted  to  be 
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heard  ag^inft  it  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifh  of  Mary- 
le-bone,  in  which  it  had  produced  a  great  fenfation. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  (aid,  it  was  impolTible  that  any  application 
could  have  come  from  the  mogiftrates,  as  the  meafure  originated  in 
the  failure  of  the  funds  arifing  from  the  voluntary  fubfcriptions  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  which  was  too  recent  to  have  been  yet  felt  by 
the  magiftrates.  He  then  applied  himfelf  to  Mr.  ElHfon's  propofed 
amendment,  and  contended,  that  the  word  "  cities"  would  not 
give  to  the  magiftrates  a  fufficiently  exteniive  jurifdidion  to  aflTord 
the  neceflary  relief. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  delired  to  know,  whether  the  money  intended 
to  be  raifed  was  to  be  applied  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  relief  now 
diftributed  under  the  43ci  of  Elizabeth  ?  If  fo,  he  faid  it  would  re- 
move much  difficulty,  which  he  then  felt. 

Mr.  MAIN  WARING  Taid,.  he  had  no  idea  of  taking  mohey 

from  the  aggregate  metropolis  to  fend  it  to  Lloyd's  cofTee-houfe. 

The  money  would  be  paid  to  the  different  officers  of  the  feveral 

'  parifhes,  to  be  by  them  difpofed  of  under  the  infpediion  of  the 

magiArateSk 

Mr.  RYDER  recommended  all  difcudion  to  be  deferred  until 
after  the  bill  was  brought  in. 

Sir  W.  MILNER  was  aftoniftied  to  hear  the  pari(h  of  Mary^ 
le-bone  ccnfured  for  its  condud.  It  had  made  no  application  to  . 
the  Committee  in  the  city  for  relief ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Com- 
mittee, on  the  2oth  of  May,  made  a  voluntary  offer  of  affiftance,  as 
if  they  had  a  fuperabundance  of  means  ;  and  yet,  to  his  furprife,  on 
the  2  2d  of  May,  only  two  days  after,  a  petition  was  prefcnted  to  that 
Houfe,  Dating  the  total  failure  of  their  funds.  If,  however,  it  were 
neceiTaiy  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  metropolis, 
he  hoped  to  fee  it  extended  into  a  general  law,  as  the  poor  in  the 
country  were  ftill  more  diftreffed  than  thofe  of  the  city. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to,  and  leave  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

If^ednejday^  fuly  2. 

This  day  the  King  came  down  to  the  Houfe  in  the  ufual  flate,  and 
being  feated  in  his  royal  robes  on  the  throne.  Sir  Francis  Molyneux, 
Bart,  gentleman  uflier.  of  the  black  rod,  was  (ent  to  order  the  at- 
tendance of  the  Commons,  who  forthwith  appeared  at  the  bar,  with 
the  Speaker  at  their  head. 
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Hb  Majefty  was  then  pleafed  to  iignify  his  royal  aflent  to  rhc 
billy  intituledy  *^  An  A&  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  ;^ 

And  alfo  to  Pigot's  Dianiond  Lottery,  and  the  Dukd  of  Rich- 
mond'&Eftate  Bills. 

His  Majttiy  then  withdrew  with  the  accuftomed  ceremonies. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

fFednefdajy  July  2. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair,  and  the  Houfe  were  proceeding 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  when  they  received  a  nDeflage  from  the 
Houfc  of  Peers,  acquainting  them  that  their  attendance  was  there 
required.  The  Houfe  proceeded  with  the  Speaker  at  their  head, 
who,  on  his  return,  faid,  he  was  to  acquaint  the  Houfe,  that  they 
had  attended  His  Majerty  in  the  Houfc  of  Peers,  where  His  Ma- 
jefly  was  pleafed  to  give  the  royal  aflent  to  an  a6l  for  the  Union  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  Bragge  brought  up  the  report  of  the  bill  for  the  better  prc- 
fervation  of  timber  in  the  New  Forcft,  in  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, &c.  &c. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  it  was  his  intention  to  objeS  to  the 
further  proceedings  at   prefent,  and   would  move,  that  this  bill 
ihould  be  put  off  to  a  diftant  period.     He  thought  it  brought  for- 
ward at  too  late  a  period  of  the  fefTion,  unfuiting  the  importance  and 
magnitude  of  it  \  and  he  hoped,  at  leaft,  he  (houl(l  be  enabled  to 
obtain  the  hearing  of  counfel  againft  the  opprefTive  parts,  in  confc* 
quence  of  a  petition  which  he  was  about  to  prefent  from  a  refpe£lable 
individual,  who  would  be  confiderably  aggrieved  (hould  this  bill  pafs 
into  a  law.     Among  other  objedlions  which  he  had   to  make  to 
fome  of  the  claufes,  he  had  now  to  objed  to  that  claufe  with  which 
he  was  forcibly  ftruck,  namely,  "  That  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  His 
Majef^y  to  caufe  fuch  quantities  of  land  within  the  faid  Foreft  as 
His  Majefty  (hall  think  fit,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  400  acres, 
to  be  inclofed  and  perpetually  preferved,"  &c.     To  this  he  would 
objed^.     Thofe  400  acres  could  not  be  conlidered  as  part  of  what 
was  ordered  to  be  inclofed  by  the  ftatute  of  King  William,  which 
confined  the  permifTion  to  inclofe,   under  certain  conditions,  to  a 
period  of  twenty  ycarj?.      It  was  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  totally  new 
proceeding  ;  and  he  would  oppofe  It,  as  moft  materially  aflfefling 
the  rights  of  common,  &c.    On  that  ground  he  (hould  think,  that 
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thofe  who  complained  ought  to  be  heatd  by  counfeU  and  have  an 
opportunity  of  dating  their  grievances.  There  was  alfo  another 
claufe  of  alienation,  fo  introduced  that  the  whole  may  be  alienated 
-—fold  off  lot  by  lot,  by  which  every  idea  of  common  right  was  pre* 
eluded.  It  was  with  juftice  then,  he  thought,  that  the  individual, 
whofe  petition  he  held  in  bis  hand,  and  which  he  would  prefentp 
had  complained.  He  had  it  in  his  recolIe<5tion,  and  fo  had  the 
Houfc,  that  when  in  1792  alimilar  bill  was  brought  forward,  it 
wasrefifted  in  another  place,  not.  parliamentary  to  name,  purely  on 
the  advanced  ftate  of  the  fcflioh,  and  was  confcquently  dropped.  He 
then  moved  the  farther  confideratioivto  be  put  off  to  this  day  three 
months. 

The  motion  was  not  feconded,  the  bill  proceeded  of  courfe,  and 
the  amendments  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  queftion  was,  then  pur,  that  the  bill  (hould  be  engrofled. 
Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  when  he  confidercd  the  confiderable 
extent  of  ground  of  1 1 5,000  acres  not  cultivated,  he  hoped  gentle- 
men would  look  to  the  provifions  of  the  people.  He  approved  of 
the  commiflioners,  and  believed  they  would  do  their  duty,  being 
men  of  high  worth  Sind  chara<f{er ;  but  was  of  opinion,  that  a  much 
better  bill  than  the  prefent  could  be  framed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  « 

Mr.  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  the  queftion  was  on  the  bill  being 
engrofled  ;  and  that  it  would  be  more  regular  for  gentlemen  to  give 
their  opinions  after  that  queAion  was  difpofed  of,  and  to  fpeak 
upon  the  queftion  for  the  third  reading. 
The  qiieftion  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  STURGES  then  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  bill :  he 
faid,.  that  in  moving  he  (hpuW  mention  one  or  two  things  juft  no- 
ticed in  the  difcuflion ;  and  firft,  he  m^uft  deny,  he  faid,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hobhoufc)  underftood  the  bill.  On 
the  indecency  imputed  on  hurrying  the  bill  through  thC/Houfe,  he 
would  juft  obferve,  that  the  bill  was  brought  in  on  the  30th  of  laft 
May  ;  it  was  committed,  and  re-committed  ;  and  the  report  was 
now, made  on  the  2d  July.  On  the  honourable  gentleman's  ob- 
jedion  to  the  400  acres,  he  (hould  underftand,  that  the  objedt  was 
to  fet  apart  a  fufficient  quantity  of  land  for  fupplying  the  deer  of  the  • 
fbrefi  with  food  during  the  winter  feafon,  by  its  produce  of  hay,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  deftru6)ion  of  timber,  by  the  cutting  of  broufe 
wood.  On  thefeconliderations  he  thought  the  objed^ions  would  fall 
to  the  ground,  and  .with  them  the  complaints  on  the  rights  of  com- 
mon, as  faid  to  be  affedled  by  the  bill.  He  further  obferVed,  that 
the  400  acres  to  be  inclofed  conftituted  a  part  of  the  4000  acres 
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which  are  x\0W  under  law  td  be  inclofed-  He  thought  no  ^material 
objections  remained ;  he  concurred  with  an  honourable  member 
(Xir.  Hufley)  in  his  approbation  of  the  commiflTionerSy  aiid  faid,  that 
the  boundaries  of  the  foreft  muft  be  afcertained  for  the  convenience 
of  the  courts  to  determine  in  doubtful  cafes ;  and  was  of  opimon, 
that  the  calling  in  of  counfel  at  this  very  advanced  period  of  the 
icflion,  could  anfwer  no  purpofe  but  to  retard  the  bill.  , 

Mr.  H06HOUSE  in  reply  faid,  he  was  fo  far  unfortunate  as  to 
have  no  perfon  to  have  feconded  his  motion  for  the  putting  oiF  the 
bill  to  a  remoter  day.  He  now  had,  and  would  renew  his  objec- 
tions and  his  motion.  The  bill  he  infilled  (hould  have  been 
brought  forward  at  an  earlier  period  in  the  fcfTion.  In  other  in- 
clofures  there  was  fome  underftanding,  fome  compromife  between 
the  parties  ;  here  there  was  none  at  all ;  and  were  it  only  for  that 
reafon,  he  thought  the  complainants  (hould  be  heard.  He  would 
rdtort  the  charge  of  ignorance  on  the  learned  and  honourable  gen- 
tleman ;  alienations  were,  he  would  maintain,  unlimited^  if  not  ex- 
ceeding 500I.  in  value,  and  thofe  free  from  pa(ture,  &c.  Did  not 
this  affect  the  property  of  othcfs  ?  , 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  really  wifhed  the  bill  poAponed  for  fome 
little  time. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  a  motion  was  made 
for  a  long  time,  by  which  the  bill  would  be  loft.  He,  on  his  part, 
had  no  obje61ion  ^  though  it  would  be  beft  to  adjourn  the  debate,  as 
gentlemen  feemed  inclined  to  confider  more  fully  on  the  fubjcft, 
and  (or  that  reafon  he  would  mention  next  Friday. 

Mr.  HOBHOU^E^  faid,  he  would  agree,  apd  withdraw  his 
motion. 

The  further  proceedings  were  then  fixed  for  Friday  next. 
'  Mr.  HOBHOUSE  hoped,  he  faid,  that  if  from  the  petition  a 
further  day  was  thought  necefTary,  the  Houfe  would  not  deny  it. 
He  then  presented  the  petition  sgainft  the  bill  from  William  Scott, 
Efq.  of  Wimpfon  ;  the  complaint  was,  that  his  rights  would  be 
affe61ed  confiderably,  fhcnild  it  pafs  into  a  law ;  and  the  prayer, 
that  he  (hould  be  heard  by  counfel,  in  order  to  prevent  that  law. 
Among  the  allegations  of  the  petition,  it  was  Dated,  that  the  bill 
was  a  violation  of  all  principles  of  juAice,  and  that  it  was  produced 
at  a^riod  of  the  feffion  too  remote  for  **  a  full,  fair,  and  candid 
difctiffion." 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  his  duty  called  upon  him  to  notice  to  the 
Houfe  the  expreiTions  ufed  by  the  petitioner ;  they  were,  in  his 
opinion,  highly  objeflionable. 
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'  Mr.  HOBHOUSE  concutrcd,  that  the  petition  was  objedion*' 
able,  and  ackjiowlcdgcd  that  he  had  not  carefully  examined  it. 

The  SPEAKER  hoped>  however,  that  the  Uoufe  would  permit 
the  petition  to  be  withdrawn,  and  take  no  notice  more  than  if  never 
prefentedi  ftill  leaving  to  the  petitioner  an  opportunity  of  ftating  hift 
grievances  wirhotit  fuch  expreflionsk— r-The  Houfe  aiTented^  and  the 
petition  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  notwithihindihg  the  ad- 
vanced  period  of  the  feflfion,  he  was  about  to  give  notice  of  a  mo» 
tbn  which  was  prefled  upon  him  by  the  city  of  London ;  and  that 
in  fuch  a  fituation  he  was  alknoil  obliged  to  make  it,  fubmittipg  to 
the  Houfe  to  judge  of  its  propriety :  the  notice  then  he  had  to  givt 
wa5>  that  on  Friday  next  he  ^'ould  move  for  a  Committee  to  con-^ 
fider  of  the  moft  ef&Aual  means  of  preventing  depredations  on  the 
riVer  Thames. 

Mr.  YORKE  brought  up  the  report  of  the  bill  fi>r  fettling 
the  faiari^s  of  the  ckrk,  clerk  aflifiant>  6cc.  of  the  Hou(b  o^ 
Commons. 

Mr.  BAKER  urged  the  propriety,  by  fubmittiog  it  to  the  con- 
^deration  of  the  Houfe,  of  remunerating  thofe  gentlemen  who  wero 
ctigaged  in  the  ufeful  and  laborious  fituatioil  of  clerks  of  the  Houfe> 
without  waiting  fur  the  period,  rather  remote^  which  was  fixed  bj 
the  bill.  He  thought  the  Houfe  would  feel  itfelf  inclineid  to  concur 
In  a  motion,  (hould  any  gentleman  bring  it  forward,  that  would  re«* 
commend  to  His  Majefty  to  remunerate  the  fervices  of  thofe  gentle* 
men  in  th^  time  between  the  paffing  of  the  bill  and  their  eventual 
AiccefTioQ  to  the  falaries  therein  appointed,  and  which  he  did  not 
think  fufficient  if  they  were  immediately  conferred.  He  was  the 
more  readily  led  to  give  this  fuggetiion,  from  the  approaching 
mcreafing  labours  of  thofe  o£5ces  which  muft  arife  from  the 
Union,  and  which  muft  render  the  difchaige  of  them  additionally 
burthenfome* 

The  report  with  the  amendments  was  agreed  to>  and  ordeied  lo 
be  engrolfed* 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thuffdayy  July  3* 

.  'The  Duke  of  BEDFORD,  purfuant  to  notice  givoa  on  a  ibr« 
mer  evenings  recalled  their  Lordihips'  attention  to  the  fubje6t  of  the 
reibltitions  lately  fent  up  from  the.  Commons  lefpcding  bills  of  in« 
dofurc.  He  conceived  that^  generally  fpcaktng)  tbcy^  at  £ir  aa  ri« 
Vot.XII.    •  ilh 
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gufaitions  of  the  kind  could  go,  \afforded  a'rnncdy,  and  were  Itkdy 
to  attain  thcpropoTcd  objed.  He  thought  it  neceflaiy  to  declare  this 
opinion  in  the  outfet,  to  prevent  his  'general  fentiment  refpcSing  the 
rcfolutions  ah  queftion  from  being  mifunderilood.  In  regard  to 
the  very  important  topic  to  which  thcfe  refolutions  referred,  he 
ifaouid  not  enter  into  a  detailed  expofition  of  the  principles  upon 
which  he  confidered  it.  Oh  that  main  point  he  trufted  they  all 
felt  alike.  It  was  equally  notoiious  and  important,  that  the  popu- 
'  lation  of  the  kingdom  had  of  late  years  confiderably  incrcafcd  ;  and 
it  WB5  asTWcIl  known  that  the  means  of  fupplying  that  population 
had  not  increafed  in  proportion,  and  that  the  domeflic  fupply  was 
inadequate.  The  refolutions  before  the  Houfe  he  certainly  ap- 
proved, at  the  iiunc  ttmehe  had  not  the  leaft  ob)c<9ion  to  give  his 
fisppo^  to  any  4>ropo(itions  (Parted  by  any  other  Lord  more  /ton- 
verfant  on  the  fubjed  than  himfclf,  which  (hould  appear  to  him 
i)etter  calculated  to  attain  the  defired  end.  To  a  fydcm  of  general 
iilclofljre  he  was  friendly.;  but  to  cScSt  that  by  a  general  bill,  or 
rather  the  attempt  to  eflcdl  it  by  fuch  means,  was  what  he  could  not 
appeove.  'He  thought  the  thing  impradiicable,  and  in  that  light  he 
confidered  the  general  inclofure  bill  brought  up  laft  year ;  it  was  not 
cakuteted  lo  attain  its  deiired  objed*  Could  every  cafe  be  embraced 
by^tt  general^bill,  then  the  meafure  would  certainly  be  advantageous, 
and  ftiould  have  his  fupport ;  but  he  was  aware  of  the  difEculties  of 
the  cafe,  which  amounted' to  an  impoflibility  of  cfieding  it  in  that 
way;  and,  in  his  opinion,  their  Lordihips  were  right  in  rejeding 
the  bill.  The  refolutions,  however,  feemed  to  him  to  tend  to  fa« 
cilitale  an  extenirve  fyftcm  df  inclofure,  and  without  the  adoption  of 
any  general  law  for  the  purpofe,  though  at  the  fame  time  one  of  the 
rHMtitkms  obwMiily  tended  that  way,  and  on  principles,  in  his 
opinion,  ^finrilar  to  thofe  on  wMch  the  general  highway  2&  was 
framed  ;  ^Md  one  very  prominent  feature  of  the  refolutions  was  to 
diminifb  the  expences  of  inclofure  bills,  of  which  he  much  ap- 
pN)V6d/  His  Grace,  in  the  courfe  of  the  remaining  parts  of  his 
fpeech,  read  the  refolutions,  the  firft  efficient  one  of  which  is  as 

follows.:    *  V  .  . 

**  That  in  order  to  diminiih  the  expence  of  bills  of  inclofure. 
It  may  be  expedient  that  regulations  (hould*  be  adopted,  by  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  for  the  admiflion  of  affidavits,  authenticated 
by  the  certificate  of  one  or  more  magiftrates,  as  fufficient  evidence  of 
die  notices,  the  coitfents,  atKl  the  jdl^ttons  in  the  preamble  of  fijch 
bills,  idteidof  the  parole  evidence,  now  required  ;  unleis  where 
the  latur  ifaoiiU  appear  at- (be  time  toibc  neoefoy  fioBi  faiticiihr 
cifoumfbij^es*'* 

s    3 
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The  next  rdblotion  was  that  which  he  aUitded  to  as  tending  .10 
recommend  a  general  law,  and  which  in  confequcnceiie  coold  not 
confider  in  the  fame  light  in  which  he  did  the  others  ;^^ic  run 
thus : 

**  TI)at,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  it  may  be  expedient  that  a  general 
}aw  fliould  be  pafledi  iromprlGng  all  fuch  provifions  as  by  experience 
.  have  been  found  neccffary  in  moft  bills  of  inclofure,  to  which  all 
fuch  bills  in  future  Inight  refer." 

This  propofition  he  thought  the  Houfe  could  not^diredlly  accede 
to.  The  expediency  of  fuch  a  bill  was  very  queftionabie,  and  the 
Houfe  (hould  be  very  cautious  how  ic  pledged  itfelf  in  fuch.a  cafe. 
A  declaration  might  be  fet  ^orth,  exprefling  merely  an  opinbn,  that 
if  fuch  a  bill  could  be  paifed  with  a  likelihood  of  its  attaining  the 
objed  deiifcd,  it  would  be  wife  to  pafs  it.  The  next  reiblution  was 
read  by.  his  Grace  as  follows ; 

**  That,  in  order  to  diminilh  other  expences  incidental  to  biHs  of 
inclofurcy  it  may  be  expedient  that  provifion  (hould  be  made  in 
fuch  general  law  for  taxing  the  charges  of  the  folicitor,  regulating 
the  condud  of  the  commiffionersy  and  preventing  any  unn^eflary 
delay  in  carrying  fuch  bills  into  efTcA." 

The  difficulties  attending  carrying  this  refoludon  fully  intoefFeft 

•he  was  perfefily  aware  of :  to  curtail  fome  of  chofe  articles  of  chaigo 

would  be  found  an  arduous  taik  indeed.     He  knew  of  but  few  in- 

ftances  where  the  attempt  was  made,  and  thofe  he  had  caufe  00 

know  were  unfuccefsful.     The  laft  refolution  was  as  follows : 

'^  That  in  the  cafe  of  fmall  inclofures,  not  exceeding  three  hun- 
dred acres,  k  may  be  expedient  to  provide,  that  fuch  bills  fliould  be 
conGdered,  as  to  the  payment  of  feea,  ooly  as  fingle  bills ;  and  that 
•  thofe  for  the  inclofure  of  fmaller  tracks  of  land,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  acres,  (hould  be  fubje£l  only  to  the  payment  of  half  the 
bill- fees  due  on  a  (ingle  bill :  the  admeafurement  in  both  cafes  to 
.be  proved  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  propcrfed  by  the  fecond  refolu« 
tion,  regarding  notices  and  confents." 

This  propofal  required  fome  confideration,  not  only  as  it  related 
to  the  ctrcumftances  of  parliamentary  fees ;  but  the  mode  ftruck 
,  out  would,  he  conceived,  rather  go  to  increafe  than  to  diminilh  the 
amount  of  the  fees.  However,  upon  the  principle  he  had  dated, 
namely,  their  tending  to  facilitate  the  very  important  dbjc6t  of 
general  inclofure,  be  would  fupport  the  refioluiions,^  taking  them 
generally,  not  however  deeming  that  they  might  not  be  amended 
with  good  effcA,  and  at  the  fame  time  on  the  ground  of  their  adop- 
tion being  coniklered  aa  a  previous  ftep  to  further  meafures  on  thp 
fubjed^  mdf  above  all^  to  (hew  the  country  ^tbat  Parliament  were 

Hh  i 
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determined  to  do  every  thing  in  its  power  to  ameliorate  the  general 
conditu>n  of  the  people.       He  fhould  then  trefpafs   no  longer  <^n 
their  Lordfliips ;  but  would  crave   the  indulgenco  of  the  Houfe, 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  reply,  did  the  obfcrvations  of  any 
noble  Lord  tender  fuch  a  proceeding  on  his  part  necedary. 
.  Lord  CAltRINGTON  declared,  that  he  highly  approved  of 
the  argunients  of  the  noble   Dukci   and   rejoiced  to  find  that  the 
Houfe^f  Commons  had  turned  thcir*attcniion  to  a  fubjaS  of  fuch 
immediate  importance  to  the  whole  kingdom.     The  refolutions  in. 
queftion  he  confidered  as  wifely  drawn,  and  well   calculated  to  be 
produ<5tive  of  confcquences  extremely  beneficial  and  advantageotis 
to  the  country  and  its  bed  intcrefls.     He  did  not  mean  to  trouble 
their  Lordfhips  by  g^ang  into  detail  at  a«y  length  on  a  fubjf  vi>  which 
had  beeo  fo^'ably  treated  by,  the  noble  Duke  ;  he  woidJ,  thttrcfore» 
conte^ic  himfeif  with  reading  the  refolutions  afpcd^inginclofnres  In 
general,  voted  unanimoufly  by  the  Grand  jury  of  York  nt  the  laft 
afliiEeSi  which  fervcd  much  more  forcibly  to  cKprcfs  his  fcntimerits 
on  the  fubje^  than  any  word^  he  could  feled  for  himfeif, 

<*  Tori,  March  15,  i8oo, 
'ii  y/c^  jh^  Gi^ihd  Jury  of  the  county  of  York,  imprcflcd  with  a 
cohtiiflion,  that  at  thiscrifisit  id  the  duty  of  all,  not  only  indivi- 
dually but  colledively,  to  Aand  forward  in  the  caufe  of  their  coun- 
try, think  it  becoming  to  offer  our  fcntimcnts  to  the  public  in  the 
following  refolutions  2 

**  Refolved,  That  it  ia  melancholy  to  obfcrve  that  corn  has  rifcn 
twice  within  the  lall  five  years,  not  only  to  double  its  ufunl  prica^ 
but  to  double  the  price  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  L^ifla- 
ture,, it  ought  to  beaj:,  fince  there  is  a  hw  to  allow  the  importation 
of  wheat  from  foreign  countries,  with  the  iVifling  duty  of  6d.  per 
quarter,  whenever  it  rifcs  above  the  price  of  525.  per  quarter. 

•*  That,  although  two  fevere  vifitations,  fucceeding  each  other 
very  r^idly  and  recently,  may  fccm  to  account  for  the  prcfern  defi- 
ciency of  corn,  yet  that  a  deeper  inveftigation  of  the  fubje£t  will 
bring  convi£lion|  that  even  the  prefcnt  Scarcity  is  more  truly  attri- 
butable to  a  general  deficiency  of  the  annual  produce  of  the  country, 
as  compared  with  its  confumption,  and  that,  in  procefs  of  timci  the 
evil  is  likely  to  become  worfe  and  worfe. 

^*  That  the  produce  of  grain  in  this  country  falling  fhort  of  the 
confumption,  mul>  be  more  ftrikingly  evident  if  we  attend  to  the 
hnportatton  <^  corn  in  any  given  number  of  years  laft  paft,  and 
particularly  of  the  yeara  17941  1795,  and  1796,  which,  by  the 
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report  of  the  Committee  of  Wafte  Landsi  amounted  in  value  to 
about  eight  miUiocs  fterling. 

"  That  it  having  been  ftated  by  the  Privy  Council,  fo  long  agp 
as  the  year  1790,  that  the  value  of  corn  imported,  on  an  average 
of  eighteen  years  precirding,  was  not  even  one  eighth  of  what  it 
appears  to  have  been  iince,  in  the  years  1794,  1795?  and  1796, 
is  a  proof  that  we  sire  in  ^  Hate  ^f  increa(\ng  demand  upon  other 
countries  ;  and  that  to  expcA  fo  great  a  deficiency  hs  ops  been  flated 
in  the  foregoing  refotution  to  be  conftantly  fupplied  from  foreign 
countries  ;  mult  be  deluGve,.  if  we  confidcr  that  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved that,  in  a  common  year,  the  produce  of  corn  in  Europe  is 
very  little,  if  any  thing,  more  than  equal  to  the  confumpti  n  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  that  in  any  fcarcity  recourfe  mufl  be  had  to 
America  ;  and  that  tince  the  year  1 790  it  has  been  proved  by  ex- 
perience that  America  has  not,  in  any  one  year,  furnifhed  much 
mnrc  corn  and  flour  than  was  fufRcient  for  feven  days  confamptiop 
of  thii  countr)'. 

"  That  this  country  being  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  inability  to  provide, 
by  its  ann'.ial  produce,  grain  iFor  the  annual  confumption  of  its  inha- 
bitants, and  having  fo  fcanty  and  precarious  a  refource  in  foreign 
countries,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  moft  imperious  necciTity  to  con- 
fi(jer  its  future  amelioration  in  this  important  refped. 

"  That  it  appeared  from  the  report  of  the  Conimittee  of  WaftcJ 
J^ands,  that  there  remained  in  England,  in  common,  wade,  and  un- 
cultivated, the  immenfe  quantity  of  7,800,000  acres. 

**  That,withoutaflerting  or  imagining  that  all  thefe  are  convertible 
into  a  more  productive  date,  it  is  evident,  that  in  attention  to  this 
mine  lie  the  only  true,  permanent,  effectual  and  wife  means  of  rq- 
drefTmg  our  prefen^  or  fecuring  againft  future  wants,  and  of  obviat- 
ing the  neceflity  of  a  precarious  dependence  upon  foreign  aflTiftance. 

**  That  this  country,  happily  poffefling  Vithin  itfelf  thjC  means 
of  its  own  falvation,  it  feems  a  matter  of  clear,  utgent  and  necef- 
fary  policy  to  call  them  into  eiFed ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  wifdom 
of  the  jLegiflature  will  take  into  its  ferious  confideration  the  fram- 
ing of  fuch  laws  and  regulations  as  may  beft  promote  the  immediate 
bringing  into  the  bfcft  cultivation  all  fuch  parts  as  may  be  capable 
of  it,  of  the  great  tj^Qs  of  land  that  are  .now  lying  in  the  ftate  above 
referred  to. 

'*  That  H  feems  a  vpry  well  founded  opinion,  that  was  given  by 
the  per(ons  appointed  to  examine  into  and  report  upon  the  general 
flate  of  ngrictiltur^  in  this  country,  when  they  almoft  unanimoufly 
and  yniformly  declared,  that  the  want  of  a  £iir  and  permanent  con»* 
penfation  to  the  proprietors^  io  li^  of  tyt)tf$  in  kind|  is  one  of  the 
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greateft  obftacksi  not  onljr  tb  inclofure^  but  K»  the  due  ioipffovcmcBt 

of  agriculture. 

*^  7^hat,  amongft  other  means  which  will  doubtlefs  oociu-,  open 
a  due  invcltigacion  of  the  fubjcd^,  it  will  be  ufcful  to  faciKtate  in- 
clofure  by  leflfening  its  expenccs  ;  not  merely  by  reducing  ccrtair 
iees  that  have  been  talked  of,  but  by  moderating  the  charges  of  k.i- 
citors,  commifiioners,  and  publ^  meetings  ;  by  removing  obi>ack« 
between  party  and  party,  (of  which  fair  and  adequate  comnnutation 
for  tythes  is  a  principl) ;  and  by  giving  encouragement  to  the  mu. 
fpiriced  managennent  of  land,  and  to  agriculture  in  general  .that  re- 
ipedability  and  importance  in  the  fcale  of  the  public  confiderarun 
chat  it  fo  pre-eminently  deferves. 

(Signed)         "  George  Armv.tage,  Bart.  Foreman, 

and  his  Brother  Jururs. 

His  Lordfhip  Taid,  it  was  evident  from  the  refolutions  he  hil 
fead,  that  this  country  contained  wiihin  iffclf  the  means  of  prelerv. 
ation  againft  future  want  or  fcarcity  ;  and  that  it  was  to  our  re 
proach  that  we  had  not  exerted  thofc  means  in  due  time,  to  prcvcrt 
the  deatth  of  provifions  that  we  had  lately  fuftained.  It  was,  how- 
ever, no  inconflder^ble  fatisfaflion,  to  know  from  indifputable  au- 
thority, thatj  if  the  wretched  commons  and  wafte  tracks  producing 
only  a  fcanty  and  wretched  herbage,  feeding  none  hut  wretchfd 
animals,  atid,  he  believed  he  (hould  not  go  too  far  if  he  faid,  inha- 
hited  only  by  wretched  beings,  were  inclofed,  and  by  due  cultiva- 
tion  converted  into  either  produdlive  arable  or  pafture  lands,  «€ 
wight  bid  defiance  to  future  want,  and  be  placed  beyond  the  pofll- 
Ue  reach,  of  famine.  Upon  thefc  grounds  he  hoped  the  rcfblutionj 
tirould  be  adopted,  and  followed  up  by  a  bill  or  bills  calculated  to 
give  them  full  effecS. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfack,  and  fald,  he 
by  no  means  intended  to  oppofe  the  refolutions,  but  merely  to  offer 
luch  fuggeflions  as  prcfentcd  themfelves  to  his  mind  on  the  fubje^^. 
in  the  firft  pUce,  he  very  much  doubted  whether  any  r^ulartun$ 
adopted  by  the  Legidature  could  fcrve  to  promote  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  wafte  lands  and  commons.  He  rather  be- 
lieved, that  inclofures  in  general  muft  depend  upon  the  fpirit,  the 
aftivity,  and  the  ability  of  private  individuals,  who  fblt  it  their  in- 
tereft  Xo  fet  about  inclpiing,  and  apply  to  Parliament  for  bills  of 
tnelofure.  It  was  undoubtedly  wifg  and  right  that  the  individual 
>Who  ridded  the  expence  and  trouble  of  inclofing  (hoUld  (hare  with 
the  public  in  the  proBts  of  fo  doing.  One  thing  he  had  the  fatisfac- 
tioaro  inform  the  Houfe^ of  which  they  might  not  he  await  of,  viz. 
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that  in  the  preTent  feffion  there  had  been  a  very  confidcrable  increafe 
of  inclofure  bilk.     A  hundred  and  ten  petitions  had,  he  believed, 
been    prefcnted ;  above  a  hundred  bills  of  inclofure  had  already 
pafled  in  conTequence,  and  fevcral  wcrt  yet  pending.  *With  regard  to 
the  wording  of  the  firft  general  refolution,  an  inaccliracy  of  expreflion 
had  efcapedy  and  called  for  corredion  :  it  flated,  as  words  of  general 
defcription  of  waAe  and  unproduAiye  lands,  '^  Common  arable  fields^ 
meadows,  and  common  pafture  in  this  kingdom  ;"   whereas  common 
pujhtre  was  not  correv^ly  a  defcription  of  common  land,  but  of  a 
right  over  land  ;    and    therefore  the  term  was  inaccurate.     In 
refpe£t  to  the  admiffion  of  affidavits  in  die  fecond  refolution,  it  mig^ 
poifibly  be  pradicable  as  to  notices,  but  not  fo  with  regard  to  con- 
fentSi  and  fttU  lefs  with  relation  to  the  allegations  of  the  bills  of 
inclofure.     His  Lordihip  dated  the  ground  of  difficulty  that  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  his  mind  againft  admitting  affidavits  authenticated 
by  one  or  more  magiilrates  in  cafes  of  confent,  and  the  •  allegations 
of  bills  ;  and  faid,  that  imprudent  magiftrates  might  incautioufly 
admit  perfons,  unknown  to  them,  to  make  very  raih  and  imprbper 
affidavits.     He  menrioned  the  cafe  of  an  affidavit  fworn  by  one 
Thompfon,  a  baker,  as  to  a  female  whom  he  had  married  becaufe 
(he  had  ibme  fortune.     His  affidavit  depofed  that  flie  was  an  adislt ' 
and  of  full  age ;  and  tiie  licenfe  to  marry  was  granted  in  confeqijence ' 
of  that  affidavit :  but  he  mull  fay,  the  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
clergyman  who  performed  the  ceremony  was  moft  grofs  and  fcandal- 
ous,  as  the  girl  w^as  nor  only  no  more  than  fourteen  years  of  age, 
but  one  of  a  very  childl^  countenance  for  thoTe  years,  fo  much  fo  as 
to  preclude  all  idea  of  impofiiion  in  that  refpefV.  Upon  thofe  grounds 
he  conceived  tlwit  the  offender  who  had  married  the  girl  might  be 
indided  for  perjucy  in  nr»aking  fuch  an  affidavit ;  and  more  fo,  as 
he  had  known  a  caufe  nearly  Hmilar  where  a  convidlion  had  taken 
place.     However,  upon  inquiry,  this  was  found  to  be  a  bad  convic- 
tion ;  and  the  Attorney  Gene^,  being  applied  to  on  the  occaiion^ 
thought  an  indi^hnent  for  perjury  would  not  lie ;  fo  they  were  con« 
Arained  to  profecute  the  culprit  for  a  cheat,  in  obtaining  the  fortune 
of  the  giri  under  falfe  pretences,  which  was  evidently  done  through 
the  medium  of  perjury.      H is  LordAip  continued  to  obferve  upon 
the  refoluttons  in  dmil,  and  to  point  out  the  modes  in  which 
amendments  could  be  introduced  with  good  effed.     As  to  a  general 
law,  if  fuch  a  canon  of  law  of  inclofure  could  be  devifed,  comprif- 
ingatl  fuch  piovUionS'as  by  experience  have  been  found  neceflary 
inmoft  bills  of  inclofiife,  itwoiM  certainly  have  its  ufe  ;  but  he 
feared  it  would  be  #Dund  i(iipra£ti(»ble :  and  indeed,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  the  general  highway  a£lj  which  had  not  in  the  leall  tended  to 
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(hoiten  private  highway  billt ;  fo»  in  this  cafe,ageheTal  ^non  of  tnclo^ 
fure  law  mi^ht  fail  of  its  cxpeAed  objed^  and  not  in  the  leal%  have 
the  cffe^l  of  (horcening  future  private  biMs  of  inclofure.    The  fourth 
r^folunoD  (tatedr  ^*  that  if  may  be  expedient  that  provtfion  fhould 
be  made  in  fuch  general  law  .for  taxing  the  chains  of  the  folicttor.*' 
Though  he  hid  little  doubt  thst  in  fome  cafes  the  chaiges  brought 
in  by  folicitors  of  bills  of  inalofure  were  cnormousi  hefavir  not  how 
they  could  be  taxed*  Solicitors'  biils  for  bufinefs  done  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  were  taxable,  and  reducible  to  certain  fettled  chaigcs  i 
but  the  cafe  was  othcjrwife  with  folicitors  of  bills  in  Parliament^ 
who  cuuld  only  be  checked  if  they  fnade  exorbitant  demands  by 
letting  ^he  matter  go  to  an  a£Moni  and  calling  upon  a  jury  to  allow 
>what  they  deemed  reafonable  prices.    As  little  did  he  feei  his  Lord- 
(hip  faid,  how  the  condu6l  of  the  comtniflioiiers  could  be  r(^ulatcd4 
In  both  cafes,  the  applicant  for  a  bill  of  inclofute  muil  ad  as  warily 
af  he  could  ;  but  when  he  had  exerted  his  bed  judgment  j  he  ni^ht 
find  his  expences,  and  the  delay    in  carrying  his  bill  of  inclofure 
into  effedt,  mucli  greater  than  he  expcded<     With  regard  to  the 
lafl  refolution,.  if  bills  for  fmall  inclqfures  were  adlually  and  iwntf 
fJe  linglc  bills,  they  would  pay  fees  only  as  (ingle  bills  ;  but  if  they 
enjinaccd  more  than  one  objecli  Were  complicated,  and  occaikmed 
much  time  and  trouble,  they  ought  in  juflice  to  pay  fees  accordingly* 
His  Lordflup  ftated,  that  the  bill  of  laft  feflion  was  rejedVed  be- 
c^ufe  it  wa&  loofely  and  vaguely  drawn,  and  confidered  adjoining 
lands  to  common  and  wafle  in  the  view  of  mere  admeafurement 
and  arithmetical  extent,   without   the  lead  regard  to  the  different 
titles  and  rights  of  theowners.     His  Lordftiip  faid,  he  did  not  ftate 
thofe  obfcrvations  as  hoftile  to  the  relblutions)  which  he  meant  not 
to  oppofe  ;  but  he  titought  it  neccifary  to  fi^ggefl  them  for  the  con- 
fuieration  of  the  noble  Duke  and  others. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD,  in  explanation,  obfcrved,  that  he 
had  no  objc6)ion  to  the  refolutions  being  amended  in  fuch  way  as, 
upon  ferious  confideration,  might  be  thought  proper  ;  but  be  hoped 
their  Lordfhips  would,  as  fpeedily  as  poflTible,  do  fomet^ing  in  the 
buGnefs,  were  it  only  to  evince  their  difpofition  upon  the  occaGon* 
With  regard  to  the  attendant  expences  upon  the  biils  inquefiion,  to 
his  own  perfonal  knowledge  many  individuals  had  been  deterred 
fiom  embarking  in. fuch  projects  by  that  confideration.  He  IhouU 
turn  the  matter  farther  in  his  mind,  and  (hould  have  no  hefitation 
in  altering  the  r/sfolutions  fo  as  to  render  them  more  dear,  intilli- 
gible,  and  effacacious.  In  this*view  he  thought  it  bed  to  polipone 
the  farther  confideration  oi  d)c  fubjcA  till  Monday  ^  (whidi  mcetii^ 
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the  general  cpDCurreiKe  of  their  LorcUhips,  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly). 

Lord  HOLLAND— •'•'My  Lord,  I  came  down  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  moving  for  two  defcriptions  of  papers  ;  hot  not  feeing 
the  noble  Lord  (Grcnville)  in  his  plaCo  from  whom  I  ihould  be 
xnoft  inclined  to  expert  any  oppofition,  I  (hall  not  incur  the  impu- 
'  tation  of  taking  the  Houfe  by  furprife,  but  defer  my  motion  until 
fome  day  when!  may  have  the  advantage  of  his  prefcnce.  I  th'nk 
it  right,  however^  to  apprife  the  Houfe,  that  the  papers  to  which  I 
allude  are,  A  Copy  of  the  initrudiions  given  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  our  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  relative  to  the  breach  of 
the  convention  entered  into  between  Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  the 
French  in  Egypt  \  and,  fecondly.  An  Account  of  the  money  fur- 
ni(hed  by  this  country  in  foreign  fublidies  (ince  the  firQ  of  January 
1 8oo.  There  is  alfo  a  third  fubjedt  on  which  I  mean  to  trouble 
your  Lord(hips ;  which  is,  to  give  notice  that  I  (hall  move,  on  an 
early  day,  that  the  Houfe  be  fummoned  to  coniider  on  the  propriety 
of  petitioning  His  Majefty  not  to  prorogue  the  Parliament  during 
the  prefent  awful  and.eventful  crifis.  I  am  aware  that  to  this  mo- 
tion may  be  objected,  the  length  of  the  feflion,  the  latenefs  of  the 
feafon,  and  the  great  inconvenience  to  individuals  ;  but  I  have  the 
latisfadlion  of  thinking  that  there  is  not  a  noble  Lord  in  this  Houfe 
to  whom  the  fuccefs  of  my  motion  would  produce  more  perfonal 
inconvenience  thaa  myfelf.''  .His  Lordihip  then  concluded  with 
fixing  Wednefday  next  for  his  motjon  \  on  which  day  the  Houf« 
was  ordered  to  be  (iimmoned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thurfday,  July  3. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  rofe  to  (late,  th^t  he  held  a  petition  in  his 
hand,  from  William  Scott,  Efquire,  of  Wimpfon,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  taking  notice  of  the  bill  for  better  prefervation  of 
timber  in. the  New'Forefi  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  and  for 
afcertahiing  the  boundaries  of  the  faid  foreft,  and  of  the  lands  of  the 
Crown  within  the  fame  ;  and  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  bill  n>ate- 
rially  afFedls  his  intereds,  and  thofe  of  divers  other  perfons  who 
have  rights  and  privileges  in  the  faid  foreft,  many  of  whom,  the 
petitioner  believes,  would  have  defired  to  have  been  heard  againft 
the  faid  bill)  had  they  had  knowledge  of  its  being  before  the  Houfe  i 
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and  that  the  petitioner  had  no  knowledge  of  it  till  the  30th  day  of 
June  now  laft  pad  ;  and  that  the  faid  bill  ig  founded  upon  fads  not 
proved  ;  that  its  provifions  are  unneccffarjr,  and  many  of  them  de- 
trimental to  individuals,  and  of  moft  dangerous  and  alarming  conie- 
qucnce  ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  he  may  have  time  granted  him 
to  fupport  his  petition  by  witncffes,  and  to  be  heard  by  himfelf  or 
counfcl  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfc.  Mr.  Hobhoufc  ftatcd  the  concern  the 
petitioner  felt,  that  the  petition  which  was  yeftcrday  intended  to  be 
prefcntcd,  but  was  afterwards  withdrawn,  (hould  be  confidered  as 
containing  any  improper  or  difrcfpeflful  expreflions ;  and  that  the 
prcfcnt  petition  avoided  every  thing  that  might  hie  liable  to  fuch  a 
conftruftion.  He  faid,  that  the  language  objeded  to  in  the  laft 
petition,  was  no  more  than  a  quotation  of  the  fehtiments  delivered 
by  an  eminent  Law  Lord  in  another  place,  and  applied  to  another 
bill ;  and  therefore  Mr.  Scott  had  not  conceived  it  to  be  ofFenfivc. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  was,  however,  now  fenfible  that  it  was  liable  to  the 
interpretation  which  the  Houfe  had  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  fuppofing  the  Houfc  to  accept  of  the 
excufc  now  offered  as  fufficient ;  yet  he  did  not  fcc  how,  confiRent 
with  the  forms  of  the  Houfc,  the  pedtion  to  be  heard  by  counfd 
againft  the  bill  could  now  be  granted. 

Mr,  DOUGLAS  expreffed  a  wifli  to  hear  the  petidon  read. 

This  being  done  bv  Mr.  Hobhoufe  in  his  place, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  objefled  to  the  perition  being 
received.  He  obfcrved  that  it  contained  no  fpecific  grievance,  nor 
(hewed  how  the  bill  would  injure  the  petitioner's  intcreft.  He  alfo 
believed,  that  none  uho  had  right  of  common  objedled  to  the  bill, 
excepnng  the  petitioner,  and  he  knew  there  were  many  of  them  who 
wi(hed  the  bill  to  pafsi 

Mr.  ROSE  denied  that  the  bill  before  the  Houfc  could  be  faid 
to  take  the  petitioner  by  furprife.  It  had  been  depending  in  the 
Houfe  twice  as  long  as  any  private  bill ;  there  had  been  many  inti- 
mations in  the  newfpapers  of  the  various  flages  of  its  progrcis 
through  the  Houfe  ;  bcfides  which,  it  had  been  pretty  generally  cir- 
culated amongft  pcrfons  who  had  any  coniiderabic  property  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  New  Foreft,  nor  oould  he  fee  how  the  bill  could 
be  injurious  to  the  rights  of  any  individual.  On  thefe  grounds  he 
(hould  objed^  to  the  bringing  up  of  the  petition,  the  objefi  of 
which  feemcd  to  be  to  delay  the  bill's  paffing  through  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  when  a  petirioner  ftated,  in  ge- 
neral terms,  that  his  intcreft  would  be  Viffc&td  by  a  bill,  it  was  not 
ufoxi  for  him  to  enter  into  a  fpccification  of  grievances  ;  nor,  for 


JvLY  3.]  DEBATES^  243 

want  of  fo  doing,  was  it  ufual  for  the  lldufe  to  refufe  to  {\nfkx  a  pe- 
tition to  be  prefented. 

The  qucfiion  being  put,  it  was  then  carried  that  the  petition  ^ 
ihould  be  brought  up  ;  which  being  ac(;ordingly  done,  and  read  by 
the  clerk  at  the  tnble, 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  moved,  that  the  octition  lie  on  the  table, 
and  that  the  petitioner  be  heard  by  hicnielf  or  counfcl  againft  the 
bill  on  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  ROSE  objcflcd  to  the  p  etitioner*s  being  heard  by  counfel 
againO  th(;bill,  on  the  fame  grounds  as  had  led  him  to  objecft  to  t)ie 
bringing  up  of  the  petition ;  he  then  moved,,  as  an  amendment,  to, 
leave  out  that  part  of  the  motion  which  propofed  to  allow  the  peti* 
tioncrtobe  heard  by  Counfel  againd  the  bill. 

This  brought  on  a  long  defultory  converfation,  in  which  Mr. 
Rose's  amendment  was  fupponed  by  MeiTrs.  Wilberforce^ 
StuRGEs,  the  Attorney.  General,  Colonel  Elford,  Mr. 
Percival,  Mr.  Ellison,  Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Simeon,  and 
Mr.  Yorke  'j  and  was  oppofed  by  MeiTrs.  Hobhouse,  Jones, 
Sir  F.  BuRDETT  Jones,  Mr.  Nicholl$,  and  Mr.  Martin.— 
The  quedion  wa$  then  put  on  the  amendment.  Ayes,  3  6  ;  Noes,  1 2, 

On  the  motion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to  empower 
Their  MajeRies  to  difpofe,  by  will,  of  their  real  and  perfonal  pro- 
perty, 

Mr.  SUTTON  exprefTcd  a  hope  that  the  honourable  member 
oppoiite  to  hi(p[i  (Mr.  Nicholls)  would  withdraw  his  oppofition  to 
the  bill,  as  he  had  the  authority  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  fay,  that,  fo  far  as  his  intereft  was  concerned,  he  moft 
readily  acquiefced  in  it. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  that  notwithftanding  what  had  fallen 
from  the  learned  gentleman,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  this  bilL 
There  was  no  doubt  but  that  His  Majefty  might  in  his  lifetime 
difpofe  of  his  perfonal  property,  but  he  conceived  that  he  had  no 
more  right  to  difpofe  of  it  by  will>  than  he  had  to  difpofe  of  his 
Crown.  The  learned  gentleman  who  brought  in  the  bill  had 
founded  a  contrary  opinion  upon  the  1 6th  of  Richard  IL  With  the 
greateft  deference  to  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  he  (hould  contend 
that  this  parliamentary  declaration  could  not  be  entitled  a  (iatutc,  be- 
caufe  it  did  not  appear  to  have  had  the  fanSion  of  the  three  branches 
of  the  Legiflature.  It  certainly  was  to  be  found  upon  the  parlia- 
mentary roUj  but  it  was  not. upon  the  ftatute  roll.  Mr.  Nicholls  then 
proceeded  to  quote  the  opinion  of  Lord  Coke,  and  read  fome  paiTages 
from  the  trial  of  I^iord  Macclesfield,  to  ihew  the  difierence  between 
the  Parliament  ai^d  the  Statute  Roll.     It  appeared  to  him  there- 

I  i  a 
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f  jre  that  the  i6th  of  Richard  II.  was  only  an  ordinance,  and  not  a 
flaiute,  becaufe  it-had  not  the  royal  aflfent ;  and  Lord  Coke  had  dif- 
tindly  ftatedy  that  an  ordinance  had  not  the  force  of  a  flatute.— - 
He  then  cited  a  variety  of  cafes,  in  which  Kings  of  England  had 
made  wills,  notwirhftanding  which  their  fucccffprs  took  their  pcr- 
fonal  property.      In  giving  the  Sovereign  •  this  power  of  difpofal 
over  his  perfonal  property,  it  (hould  be  recolle<9ed,  that  the  perfonal 
property  of  a  King  might  be  confidered  as  going  to.  a  very  great  ex- 
tent ;  if  jewels  were  confidered  as  perfonal  property^  why  not  money 
in  the  Exchequer,  (hips,  naval  and  military  Aores,  &c.  J  in  fhort; 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  afcertain  what  was  perfonal  property. 
In  the   reign  of  Qjieen  Anne  the  opinion  of  eight  lawyers  was 
taken  with  rcfpcft  to  the  power  of  Her  Majefty  to  difpofe  of  her 
jewels,  and. their  opinion  was  that  (he  could  not.     This  bill  had 
been  called  a  declaratory  bill ;  but  he  contended  that  it  would  de* 
clare  that  to  be  law  which  was  not  at  prefent  the  law  of  the  land  ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  its  objed  was  to  create  a  new  law,  it  would  be 
extremely  unjuft  to  His  Majcfty's  fucceffors,  whoever  they  might  be* 
The  conftnt  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  certainly  fufficient  as  far 
as  his  rights  were  concerned,  but  it  could  not  aflFe^t  the  rights  of 
other  p^rfons.     He  would  not  now  enter  into  a  confideration  of  the 
policy  of  this  bill,  becaufe  he  trufted  the  Attorney  General  would 
feel  that  he  could  not  fupport  it  as  a  declaratory  law<;  and  if  it  was 
meant  as  a  new  law,  the  Houfe  muft  feel  that  it  was  of  a  nature 
much  too  important  to  be  brought  forward  at  fo  late  a  period  of  the 
fe(rion.  '  It  might  be  faid,  that  it  was  very  hard  that  His  MajelVy 
had  not  the  iamc  right  as  any  of  his  fubjc6)s  ;  but  the  anfwer  was 
(hort,    that   he    was   not  a  fubjedt,  and  confcquently,   from  his 
fituation,  did  not  want  any  fuch  right.     He  could  not  want  it  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  a  provifion  for  the  Queen,  or  any  of  his 
children,  becaufe  they  were  provided  for  by  Parliament ;  and,  with- 
out feme  very  ftrong  reafon,  it  appeared  to  him  unwife  to  make  fo 
great  a  change  as  this  billmoft  undoubtedly  would  make. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  nothing  which  had 
fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman  had  in  the  lead  altered  hit 
opinion  of  the  bill.  He  admitted,  that  this  was  a  fubjec^  upon 
which  much  doubt  and  difficulty  exifted  ;  and  it  was  fur  that 
reafon  he  thought  there  (hould  be  a  parliamentary  declaration  upon 
the  fubjedl.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  at  fomc  length  con- 
tended, that  the  i6th  of  Richard  II.  was  not  entitled  to  the  force 
of  a  (^atute,  and  that  it  wa«  upon  that  declaration  or  ordinance  alone 
that  he  (the  Attorney  General)  had  the  right  of  difpofing  of  his  pcr^ 
<bnal  property.     The  honourable  gentleman  was  incorrcft  in  fup- 
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poling  that  he  had  ftated  that  that  right  origiAated  in  the  1 6th  of 
Richard  II.  :  he  had  (aid  no  fuch  thing ;  he  had  merely  quoted  the 
1 6th  of  Richard  II.  as  a  parliamentary  recognition  of  that  right. 
He  .would  not  now  enter  into  a  confideration  of  the  queftion,  whe« 
ther  the  i6th  Richard  II.  was  or  was  not  ftriflly  a  flatute ;  but  he 
contended  that  the  King  had,  by  common  law,  a  power  of  difpofing 
of  his  property,  though  the  exter\t  of  that  right  was  not  prccifely  af- 
certained*     He  could  not  be   fuppofed  to  fay  that  that  right  was 
founded  in  the  i6th  of  Richard  II.  bccaufe  it  was  excrcifed  by  his 
grandfather  Edward  III.     The  Attorney  General  then  proceeded 
to  ftate  a  great  number  of  inftanccs,  iii  which  Kings  of  England, 
from  the  earlieft  periods,  had  difpofed  of  their  perfonal  property  by 
will.      From  all  thefe  cafes  it  was  clear,  that  this  was  a  right  whidi 
had  been  conftantly  exercifed  and  fubmittcd  to,  though  he  was  will- 
ing to  admit  that  there  was  fome  difficulty  and  obfcurity  upon  the 
fubje6^.   It  had  been  faid  that  this  bill  would  enable  His  Majefty  to 
difpofe  of  money  in  the  Exchequer,  &c. ;  but  it  ftiould  be  recol- 
lected that  the  King  had  only  the  difpofal  of  his  privy  purfe*;  for 
altpoft  every  other  branch  of  the  public  revenue  was  appropriated  ; 
and,  therefore,  His  Majefty's  (ituation  was  extremely  different  from 
thofe  Kings  in  the  early  period  of  our  hiftory,  whofe  cafes  had  been 
alluded  to.     His  Majefty  had  made  fome  pufchafes,  very  fmall  in 
their  extent;  but  he  had  occafion,  from  his  profeffional  (ituation,  to 
know  that  there  were  many  little  4^exatious  circumftances  which 
His  Majefty  had  to  encounter,  merely  from  the  difficulties  exifting 
upon  fhis  fubjeft. .    An  inftance  occurred  at  the  deceafe  of  the 
Princcfs  Amelia,  who  had  acquired  fomci  property  after  (he  had 
made  her  will;  and  though  His  Majefty  was  difpofed  to  let  that  part 
of  the  property  pafs  under  the  will,  he  was  not  able  to  do  it.     It 
appeared  to  him  extremely  hard  that  His  Majefty  (hould  be  pre- 
vented from  making  a  provi(ion  for  an  affedlionate  child,  or  remu- 
nerating a  faithful  fcrvant ;  a  right  which  the  meaneft  of  his  fubjefls 
poffelTed.     His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  afted  in 
this  inftance  as  he  always  would,  and  had  given  his  ccnfent.  *   Un- 
der thefe  circumftances  he  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  oppofed  ;  and 
if  any  alteration  was  neceffary,  it  might  be  made  in  the  Committee. 
Mr.  ROSE  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Nicholls)  was 
incorredl  in  fuppofing  that  it  was  necelTary  to  appear  upon  the  Par- 
liament Roll,  t^at  the  aifent  of  the  three  branches  of  the  Lcgiflature 
had  been  gtveo'to'a  bill  ;  and  mentioned  an  inftance^  in  which  a 
bill  had  originated  in  the  Lords,  and  it  was  only  ftated  on  the  roll 
that  the  King  and  the  Commons  had  contented  to  it* 
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The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  timcj  and  ordered  to  be  coin«- 
mitted.  ^ 

Fridayy  July  5. 

The  Monaftic  Inftitutions  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  paflcd. 

Coloner  Gascoyne  brought  up  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the 
Workmen's  Combination  adt,  which  was  read  a  firft,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  the  Houfc  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  to  confider  of  efFedual  means  for  preventing 
depredations  on  the  river  Thames  and  its  vicihity.  He  Aated  fliorcly 
the  expected  advantages  of  the  plan  of  police  which  it  was  intended 
to  render  permanent,  for  regulating  the  trade,  &c.  carried  on,  on 
the  river  Thames.  The  depredations  committed  on  this  river  were 
fo  numerous,  and  the  confequent  injury  to  trade  fo  great,  that  the 
merchants  had  entered  into  an  aflbciatinn  with  a  view  of  checking 
the  evil :  but  though  much  goc)d  had  refulted  from  that  fpirired  mea-  * 
fure,  it  was  found  that  no  adequate  protedion  could  be  given  to 
trade,  without  eAablifhing  a  permanent  police  for  the  purpofe  of 
refh'aining  and  punifliing  perfons  guilty  of  that  crime.  It  was  his 
with  that  the  confolidated  fund  (hould  be  charged  with  the  expence 
of  the  police  fought  to  be  efiablifhed  ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  the 
faving  to  the  revenue,  fo  certain  to  accrue  from  the  regulations  to 
be  adopted,  would  be  very  confiderable.  Perhaps  the  annual  faving 
in  this  Way  would  amount  to  30,000!.  The  meditated  regulations 
would  particularly  fettle  the  future  government  of  the  bum-boats 
and  all  other  craft  ufed  in  loading  and  unlaiding.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gcntlenian  concluded  with  moving  two  rcfolutioils,  in  con- 
formity with  the  plan  propoied  in  his  fpeech  ;  which  were  agreed 
fo,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  that  had  he  feen  the  right  honourable  Chan, 
ccllor  of  che  Exchequer  in  his  place  yeilcrday,  he  would  have 
moved  for  certain  documents  relative  to  the  convention  between  the 
French  and  Ottoman  troops  in  Egypt.  He  now  rofc  to  move  for 
a  copy  of  the  inftru£iions  given  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His 
Majefty's  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  for  breaking  the  convention 
entered  into  between  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  the  Frendi  General,  and 
the  Commander  of  the  Ottoman  army,  for  the  evacuation  of  Egypt 
by  the  French. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrvcd,  that  it  was  ufual  to  give  fome 
days  previous  notice  of  motions  claiming  io  great  importance  as 
that  which  had  juft  been  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He 
therefore  truded  that  the  motion  would  not  be  prefled  that  evening. 
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But  there  was  a  material  obje<5lion  to  the  motion  on  another  grounrty 
namely,  that  it  defcribed  the  paper  fought  for  to  be  a  copy  of  the 
inftrudiions  given  it>r  breaking  the  convention.  This  was  at  once 
aflfuming  as  a  fa£t  what  it  muft  partly  be  the  object  of  the  motion 
to  afcertain. 

Mr.  JONES  now  withdrew  his  motion,  and  gave  notice  he 
would  bring  it  forward  in  another  form  on  Tuefday  next. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply ;  which 
being  read,  the  Secretary  at  War  moved,  "  Tliat  the  eftimatc 
which  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe,  of  the  expence  of  providing 
an  afylu^i  for  the  orphans  of  foldiers,  be  referred  to  the  faid  Com-- 
mittce  ;"  which  was  ordered. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 
Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  rofc  to  fubmit  to  the  confider- 
atton  of  the  Committee  the  propriety  of  eilabliHiing  an  afylum  for 
the  reception  of  the  orphans  of  foldiers.     He  was  very  fure  that  the 
good  fenfe  and  humanity  of  the  Houfe  would  not  render  it  neceflary 
for  him  to  fay  much  upon  this  fubjeft.     To  provide  for  dcftitute 
orphans  was  at  all  times  a  delirable  ohjcQ ;  but  the  orphans  of . 
foldiers  had  a  Aill  ftronger  claim  upon  the  bounty  of  the  nation. 
Soldiers  had  not  the  fame  means  of  providing  for  their  familiea 
that  failors  had,  who  were  provided  for  on  board  of  (hip,  and  who 
could  therefore  better  make  a  proviflon  for  their  families.     The 
application  which  he  was  now  making  for  the  afliftance  of  Parlia* 
mentt  was  not  for  the  permanent  maintenance  of  this  inftitution, 
but  merely  for  the  purpofc  of  fetting  it  on  foot ;  he  entertained  great 
hopes  that  its  permanent  fupport  would  beefFeded  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions.    The.  number  which  he  fliould  propofe  in  the  firft  in- 
(lance  to  be  admitted  on  this  inftitution,  would  be  500,  viz.  250 
of  each  fex,  none  of  whom  were  to  continue  in  it  longer  than  the 
age  of  fourteen.     He  (hould  alfo  propofe/  th^t  at  the  age  of  twelve 
the  boys  (hould  have  the  choice  whether  they  would  enter  the  army 
or   prefer  another  mode  of  life,  and  that  their  education  for  the 
other  two  years,  viz.  till  they  were  fourteen,  (hould  be  governed  by 
their  choice.     He  did  not  mean,  however,   that  they  (hould  be 
finally  bound  by  the  choice  they  (hould  make  at  twelve  ;  but  that 
if  at  the  age  of  fourteen  they  ftill  perRfted  in  their  intention  of  enter- 
ing the  army,  they  (hould  be  then  enrolled.     With  refpeft  to  the 
expence  of  attending  this  c(tabli(hment,  undoubtedly  every  regard 
would  be  had  to  economy  ;  and  he  believed  he  might  (tate,  with 
fomc  degree  of  accuracy,  that  in  ordinary  times,  viz.  when  provi- 
fions  were  not  fo  high  as  they  unfortunately  were  at  prefcnt,  the 
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cxpence  would  not  exceed  the  rate  of  15I.  per  head.  He  had  alfo 
the  pleafure  to  inform  the  Committee,  that  a  place  had  been  found 
for  the  creation  of  this  bnilding,  in  the  htghcft  degree  commodious; 
—it  was  at  Chelfea,  which  was  a  proper  di (lance  from  London  to 
enable  thofe  who  would  have  the  Infpcdlion  of  this  eflablifhmcnt  to 
watch  over  it  conftantly.  It  alfo  appeared  to  him  to  have  an  ad- 
vantage in  being  in  the  vicinity  of  another  inftitution  of  a  fimilar 
nature,  by  which  it  might  be  (aid  that  both  ends  of  a  foldierV 
life  would  meet— in  the  one  they  would  find  an  afylum  in  their 
infancy,  and  in  the  other  a  retreat  in  their  old  age.  As  to  the 
building  which  was  to  be  eredled  for  this  inftitutioD,  it  would  not 
be  upon  an  expeniive  fcale.  He  could  not,  however,  avoid  ob* 
ierving,  that  in  the  edifices  which  had  been  ert&ed  for  public  pur- 
pofes,  this  fyftem  of  economy  had  in  his  opinion  been  pu(hed  much 
too  far.  Buildings  eredlcd  for  national  purpofes^  and  which  were 
to  lal)  for  ages,  ought  to  afford  fpecimens  of  the  talents  o(  the  coun- 
try. Thofe  pcrfons  who  wifhed  to  exclude  every  other  confider- 
ation  but  that  of  mere  utility,  would  do  no  fervicc  to  the  country  ; 
for  they  would  deprcfs  the  fine  arts,  and  in  a  great  degree  the  me- 
chanical ones.  The  building  however  of  which  he  was  now 
fpeaking,  would  not  deviate  from  that  fyflem  of  plainnefs  and  eco- 
nomy which  had  hitherto  been  adopted,  and  which  made  manj  of 
our  public  edifices  more  like  barracks  than  any  thing  elfe.  He 
yftould  not  at  prefent  trefpafs  further  upon  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee than  to  move,  "  That  a  fum  be  granted  not  exceedirig 
25,0001.  for  the  purpofe  oferecSHng  an  afylum  for  the  orphans  of 
foidiers." 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  oppofe  the  mo- 
tion ;  but  he  wifhed  to  make  one  obfcrvation  with  refpedl  to  the 
place  which  had  been  fele6lcd.  He  did  not  fee  any  advantage  that 
would  refult  from  having  it  fo  near  London  :  provifions  were  not 
cheaper,  nor  would  the  morals  of  the  children  be  improved  by  it. 
He  thought  the  neighbourhood  of  Portfmouth  or  Plymouth  would 
be  much  more  eligible. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  replied,  that  one  great  advan- 
tage of  having  it  fo  near  London  would  be,  to  place  it  more  under 
the  controul  of  thofe  who  would  have  the  infpedlion  of  the  inftitu- 
tion  ;  and^  with  refpe£t  to  the  moraI$  of  the  children,  he  was  not 
aware  that  they  would  be  in  lefs  danger  in  the  vicinity  of  Portf- 
mouth or  Plymouth,  than  in  that  of  London. 

General  TARLETON  approved  of  the  meafurc,  and  was  glad 
that  fome  provifions  were  to  be  made  for  thofe  who  were  fighting  for 
•heir  country,  and  who  were  certainly  expofed  to  "  the  pelting  of  the 

llcfs  ftorm.** 
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The  rdblution  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  on  Monday. 

Sir  F.  B.  JONES  prcfcntcd  a  third  petition  from  W.  Scott, 
Efq.  againft  the  New  Foreft  bill|  couched  in  the  following  terms  : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  the  humble  Petition  of  Wil* 
Ham  Scott y  Efq.  of  JVimffon^  in  the  county  of  Southampton^ 

"    HUMBLY    SHEWETH, 

<<  That  there  is  a  bill  now  before  this  honourable  Houfe,  inti* 
tuled  a  bill — "  For  the  better  prefervation  of  timber,  in  the  New 
Forefti  in  the  county  of  Southampton  \  and  for  afcertaining  the 
boundaries  of  the  faid  foreft,  and  for  the  lands  of  the  Crown  within 
the  fame."— That  your  petitioner  has  a  landed  eftate  in  the  faid 
county  of  Southampton :  That  by  virtue  of  fuch  eftate  he  has  a. 
valuable  right  or  common  in  the  faid  foreft  :  That  fuch  right  is 
materially  affeded  by  the  bill  aforefaid,  ^nd  will  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  be  deftroyed  if  the  faid  bill  (hall  pafs'  into  a  law.  And  your 
petitioner  humbly  (heweth,  that  he  is  now  in  attendance,  and  de- 
fires,  with  the  permifiion  of  this  honourable  Houfe,  to  be  heard 
immediately  at  the  Baragainft  the  faid  bill.— That  your  petitioner 
will  be  deprived  of  fuch  right  witliout  any  equivalent  or  compen- 
fation  :   And  your  petitioner  humbly  requefis  to  be  fo  heard." 

Lord  H  A WKESBURY  thought,  as  the  prefent  petition  parti- 
cularifed  the  mode  in  which  the  petitioner  conceived  the  bill  would 
operate  to  Iiis  injury,  it  ought  to  be  received  ;  but  as  a  bufinefs  of 
very  confiderable  importance  flood  for  difculTion  that  evening,  he 
thought  that  the  hearing  of  the  petitioner's  counfel  fhould  be  defer* 
red  to  Monday,  for  which  purpofe  he  would  move  that  the  third 
reading  of  the  hill  (hould  be  poftponed  to  that  day. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  obferved,  that,  after  the  part  he  had  taken 
laft  night,  it  would  be  proper  for  him  to  fay  a  few  words.  He 
had  flated  to  the  Houfe,  when  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had 
offered  to  grant  the  petitioner  leave  to  appear  by  himfelf  or  counfel 
at  the  Bar  this  evening,  that  the  propofal  would  be  of  no  ufe,  as 
evidence  could  not  be  brought  forward  by  that  time:  Since,  how- 
ever, it  appeared  that  the  petitioner  was  willing  to  clofe  with  that 
propofal,  and  to  (hew  that  his  right  of  common,  the  pofTeflion  of 
which  the  Houfe  was  ready  to  concede  to  him  without  hearing  evi- 
dence, would  be  afiedted  by  the  bill,  be  thought  that  thq  prayer  of 
the  petition  could  not  be  refifled. 

After  fome  obfervations  by  Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Mr. 
Rose,  the  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  peti- 
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titioner  to  be  heard  by  himfelf  or  counfcl  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill. 

A  fimilar  petition  from  the  Duchefs  of  Bolton  was  difpofcd  of 
in  the  fame  manner. 

Colonel  LOWTHER,  in  order  to  afford  the  Duchefs  time  to 
bring  witnciTcs  before  the  Houfe,  moved  that  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  fhould  be  podponed  to  Tuefday.  This  amendment  gave 
rife  to  a  defultory  converfation  of  fome  length. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  could  fee  no  rcafon 
for  fuch  delay.  The  Duchefs  of  Bolton,  he  was  fure,  had  mifcon- 
ceived  the  nature  of  the  bill.  He  was  perfedtly  ^ell  acquainted 
with  her.  rights,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Crown  Lands  ;  and  he  would  take  upon  himfelf  to  fay  that 
they  would  not  be  in  the  remoteft  degree  afFe6^ed.  They  were  ex- 
a£tly  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  of  Prince  William  and  Princefs 
Sophia  of  Glouccfler  ;  and  both  of  thefe  illuftrious  perfonages  had 
given  their  unqualified  aifent  to  the  bill. 

fir.  COWER  LANGTON  propofed.as  a  certain  way  to  re- 
move all  difficulties,  that  a  provifo  (hould  be  inferted  toprotedt  unin* 
jured  all  the  rights  of  her  Grace  the  Duchefs  of  Bolton. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  faid,  that  this  noble  perfonage  (hould 
fooner  have  laid  in  her  claims,  as  fhe  had  fufficient  notice.  At 
this  nte,  fome  one  elfc  might  come  in  on  Tuefday  and  call  for  de- 
lay with  equal  propriety. 

Mr.  PIERREPONT  thought  that  it  would  be  ungallant  in 
the  Houfe  to  refufe  the  delay  which  was  requeued  on  the  part  of 
the  Duchefs. 

Mr.  ROSE  rjd,  that,  out  cf  doors,  the  laws  of  gallantr)'  were 
omnipotent  ;  but  in  that  Houfe  they  muft  facrificc  politenefs  to  the 
good  of  the  State. 

Mr.  HOBIIOUSE  faid,  that  he  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man fcemed  to  have  infifled  too  much  upon  the  latcncfs  of  the  time 
at  which  this,  and  another  petitioner  alfo,  had  urged  their  claims. 
In  common  cafes  of  inclofure,  notice  was  given  that  fuch  an  ad 
was  to  be  folicited,  and  the  confent  of  each  individual  was  afked : 
The  parties  in  the  prcfent  inftance  might  have  expedled*^  notifica- 
tion, and  alfo  an  application  for  their  confent  ;  for  they  could  not 
have  fuppofed  that  Parliament  would  make  an  attack  upon  their 
rights.  It  appeared  from  the  petition,  that  the  Duchefs  had  no 
knowledge  of  this  bill  until  the  3d  inftant.  As  to  what  had  fallen 
from  tlie  learned  gentleman  (the  Attorney  General),  he  would  beg 
leave  to  make  a  remark  or  two.  He  had  introduced  this  bill^  and 
thus  he  was  Counfel  fur  the  Crown  :  He  had  examined  the  claims 
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of  Prince  William  of  Glouceflcr  and  the  Princefs  Sophia,  to  deter- 
mine for  themy  whether  their  rights  would  be  aifcfled  by  the  bill  j 
and  thus  he  might  ftridlly  be*  faid  to  have  been  on  the  prefent  occa- 
iion  counfcl  on  both  (ides.  This  was  not  very  ufual  in  the  pradlic^ 
of  the  courts.  The  Duchefs  of  Bolton's  claims,  the  learned  gen- 
tleman had  aflertcd,  were  exa£Uy  of  the  fame  nature  as  thofe  of  the 
two  illuftrious  perfonShehad  mentioned.  But  wastheHoufe,  upon 
that  aflurance,  to  preclude  the  Duchefs  from  bringing  forward  her 
own  cafe  ?  This  would  be  to  prejudge  her  caufe,  and  to  a£l  in 
defiance  of  the  Conditution,  which  gave  to  every  individual  a  right 
of  explicitly  ftating  his  own  rights,  and  the  injuries  he  had  reafon 
to  apprehend  in  confequence  of  any  public  parliamentary  pro- 
ceeding. 

Sir  F.  BURDETT  and  Mr.  SHERIDAN  fupported  the  motion, 

Mr.  DUDLEY  RYDER  faid,  that  no  pcrfon  entertained  a 
more  (incere  refpedl  for  the  Duchefs  than  himfelf.  But,  however 
much  he  might  be  difpofed  to  fliew  himfelf  a  man  of  gallantry  out 
of  doors,  he  had  confidcrations  of  another  kind  to  attend  to  as  a 
member  of  Parliament. 

The  amendment  was  carried  without  a  divifion. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  mil- 
lers' bill,  and  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  fome  obfervations  which 
iiad  been  thrown  out  in  evidence  refpe^Ing  the  Union  Flour  Mills 
at  Birmingham^  the  perfons  concerned  in  that  undertaking  were 
anxious  to  give  fome  explanation  upon  the  fubjcd  ;  and  there  was  a 
perfon  attending  to  be  examined  if  the  Houfe  (hould  think  proper : 
they  wi(hed  that  this  perfon  (hould  be  examined,  in  order  to  do 
away  any  unfavourable  imprefllon  which  might  have  been  made 
againft  their  eftablifbment. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  the  propofition  fuggefted  by  the 
noble  Lord  would  foon  be  decided,  as  nothing  could  be  more  irre- 
gular than  fuch  a  proceeding.  Had  thefe  witnefles  been  formally 
examined,  Mr.  Plumer  or  Mr.  Adam  would  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity, on  the  part  of  the  petitioners  againft  the  bill,  of  crofs  queftion- 
ing  them,  of  extracting  from  them  fome  points  which  might  be 
material  to  the  petitioners,  and  of  commenting  to  the  Houfe  upon 
their  evidence  ;  but  now  the  petitioners  would  be  deprived  of  this 
advantage,  which  they  are  entitled  to.  He  thought  it  alfo  unfair  in 
the  noble  Lord,  in  the  prefent  i^agc,  after  the  evidence  had  been 
heard,  to  throw  out  an  infinuation,  which,  if  it  does  any  thing, 
tends  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  gentlemen  with  du:  idea  that  the  evi* 
dence  now  before  them  k  not  correct. 
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Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  it  would  not  be  a  thing  entirely  wich* 
out  precedent,  though  certainly  it  was  very  unufual  to  call  and  ex- 
amine witnefles  in  this  ftage.  A  very  flrong  cafe  would  be  requi- 
lite  in  order  to  juitify  the  proceeding ;  but  the  noble  I^rd  had  a 
tight  to  make  the  motion. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  that  he  did  not  wifli  to  do  any 
thing  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  ;  he  only  thought  it  was  a 
thing  that  a  regard  to  the  credit  of  the  Birmingham  Company, 
which  fome  part  of  the  evidence  went  to  affe£ty  required.  But  he 
did  not  think  that  the  cafe  upon  which  this  bill  refted  could  be  in- 
volved, though  this  evidence  were  not  produced. 

Mr.  ROSE  thought  that  the  cafe  dated  by  a  noble  Lord  was  as 
firong  as  any  could  poflibly  be. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  fpoke  to  order.  He  faid  that  there  was  no 
queftion  at  prefent  before  the  Houfe,  and  that  therefore  this  conver* 
ration  was  irregular.  He  would  obferve  befides,  that,  allowing  that 
the  evidence  which  had  been  adduced  proved  that  the  Birmingham 
Union  Company  had  not  been  fuccefsful,  their  want  of  fucoefs  could 
not  poflibly  affedt  their  credit. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  was  then 
read,  and  Lord  Hawkesbury  moved  that  this  bill  be  now  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  he  underftood  that  there  were  a  great 
number  of  members  of  the  Houfe  who  were  petitioners  for  the  bil?, 
and  that  a  dill  greater  number  were  engp^d  in  the  fpeculation 
which  the  bill  went  to  realize.  In  this  cafe  he  would  fuggeft, 
whether,  according  to  the  forms  and  regulations  of  the  Houfe,  they 
could  vote  upon  this  bill  ?  In  the  cafe  of  the  loan  of  1 7  97 ,  called 
the  Loyalty  Loan,  the  law  oh  this  point  was  mod  ably  and  clearly 
laid  down  ;  and,  if  he  recoUeded  right,  it  was  then  1>ated  that  no 
gentlemen  could  vote  on  a  queAion  in  which  his  intcreO  was  imme- 
diately concerned.  He  knew  that  gentlemen  frequently  fat  in  Com- 
mittees, and  voted  upon  canal  and  turnpike  bills  in  which  they  were 
perfonally  interefted  ;  but  this  was  an  exception,  not  the  rule  of  the 
Houfe.  Now  in  this  cafe,  by  the  provifion  of  the  hill,  gentlemen 
are  allowed  to  have  1  o  per  cent,  for  their  money,  which  is  5  per 
cent,  more  than  the  legal  intered :  if  this  does  not  imply  an  intcreft 
in  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  the  fpeculation,  he  did  not  know  what 
would  conAitute  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  fuggeftion  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman could  at  all  events  only  apply  to  thofe  gentlemen  whofc 
names  were  mentioned  in  the  bill ;  other  gentlemen  might  be  con- 
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cernedy  but  there  was  no  document  to  eftablifli  their  intered.     The 
cafe  to^¥hich  the  honourable  gentleman  had  alluded,  of  the  loan  in 
1797,  fofar  as  he  recollefted,  was,  that  when  the  Houfe  was  in  a 
Committee  of  Supply,  it  was  propofed  to  vote  fome  remuneration  to 
the  fufierers  by  that  loan  :  fome  gentlemen  at  that  time  fuggefted  to 
htm  a  doubt  how  far  thofe  gentlemen,  who,  being  perfonally  con- 
cerned  in  the  loan,  were  of  courfe  immediately  incerefted  in  the  re- 
folution  before  the  Committee,  had  the  right  of  voting.     The  fuh- 
ftance  of  what  he  Rated  in  anfwer,  he  believed  to  be,  that  in  quef- 
tions  which  immediately  concerned  the  intered  of  gentlemen,  they 
ought  not  to  vote  ;  but  when  the  queftion  related  only  to  fome  part 
of  a  bill,  or  to  the  general  tenor  of  a  bill,  which  in  fome  way  or 
other  might  aflfeft  their  interefts,  they  were  entitled  to  vote  :  and 
the  in(tanc6  by  which  he  iiluftrated  this  opinion  was,  that  gentle- 
men might  vote  on  the  general  queflion  of  a  loan  being  granted  to 
Government,  and  upon  all  the  queftions  which  might  arife  out  of 
this,  except  that  which  went  to  fix  the  fpecific  intereft  to  be  granted 
on  the  loan,  though  they  themfelves  were  the  loan^ontradlors.    To 
apply  this  principle  to  the  prefent  cafe  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe 
*-^Upon  the  (ingle  queftion  fixing  the  amount  of  the  intcreft  to  be 
allowed  to  the  (harers  of  the  propofed  company  on  their  money, 
fuch  (harers  ought  not  to  vote ;  but  on  the  receiving  the  fecond 
reading,  or  any  other  ftage  of  the  bill,  or  upon  any  other  queftion 
arifing  out  of  the  difcuflion,  they  were  entitled  to  vote.     This  was 
the  opinion  which  he  ftill  held  as  to  the  rule  in  fuch  cafes;  there- 
fore he  conceived  that  there  could  be  no  objection  to  any  gentleman 
voting  on  the  third  reading,  or  even  on  the  queftion  of  the  pafling  of 
this  bill,  though  he  might  be  perfonally  concerned  in  the  eftablifti- 
ment ;  and  their  votes  could  only  be  excluded  upon  this  ground-— 
in  cafe  any  gentleman  (hould  think  it  proper  to  move,  after  the 
third  reading,  an  amendment  relative  to  the  intcreft  to  be  allowed 
on  the  money  advanced  on  the  eftabliftiment. 

Mr.  RYDER  perfe6tly  coincided  in  the  opinion  juft  ftated  by 
the  Speaker ;  but  he  conceived  that  there  was  an  eflential  difference 
'  between  the  cafe  of  the  loan  in  1797  and  the  prefent  bill.  The 
refolution  moved  in  the  Committee  of  Supply  at  that  time  went  to 
grant  a  certain  advantage  to  thofe  concerned  in  the  loan ;  but  in  this 
cafe  the  advantage  was  perfeftly  contingent.  This  was  a  mere 
mercantile  fpeculation,  from  which  no  ultimate  profit  might  arife  ; 
and  therefore,  even  upon  the  queftion  of  intereft,  he  thought  that,  in 
conformity  with  the  principle  laid  down,  gentlemen  who  had  en- 
gaged in  the  fpeculation  might  vote. 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  agreed  in  every  point  which  had 
been  ftated  by  the  Speaker ;  but  he  could  by  no  means  agree   that 
the  difference  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ryder] 
had  ftatcd  between  the  certain  intcreft  in  the  cafe  of  the  loan  of 
1797,  and  the  contingent  intcreft  in  the  prcfcnt  cafe,  afFe6tcd  jh* 
general  principle  of  immediate  intercft  taking  away  the  right  of 
voting.     ^*  The  rule  is  abfolute  and  certain^  and  in  cafes  u^here  a 
queftion  of  intereft  is  immediately  to  be  decided,  thofe  immediately 
interefted  have  no  right  of  voting.    It  makes  no  difference  whether 
the  advantage  is  great  or  fmall,  whether  it  is  certain  or  contingent. 
The  intereft  remains,  and  with  that  the.difqualification  to   vote.'* 
He  hoped  that  gentlemen  who  intended  to  oppofe  this  bill  would 
make  their  oppofitios,  not  to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  but  on 
the  queftion  that  the  bill  do  pafs,  when  he  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity  of  moving  an  amendment,  which  he  was  determined  to  move, 
•*  That  the  profits  to  be  allowed  on  the  money  advanced  on  this 
eftablifhment  Hiould  be  reduced  from  10  to  5  percent."      If  the 
petitioners  for  the  bill  were  really  a<3uated  by  the  patriotic  viciis 
which  they  profefled,  thofe  of  contributing  to  the  public  good,  they 
would  have  no  obje<f)ions  to  being  rcftraincd  to  having  the  legal 
intereft  for  their  money. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  he  wifhed  the  Houfc  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  underftand,  that  the  opinion  which  he  had  ftated 
left  every  gentleman  at  liberty  to  vote  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  and  alfo  on  the  queftion  that  the  bill  do  pafs.      If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  chofe  to  move  the  amendment  he  had  mentioned,  it 
\vouid  then  be  for  the  Houfe  to  determine  whether  gentlemen  who 
had  petitioned  for  the  bill,  and  who  were  interefted,  had  a  right  to 
vote.     Even  then  the  method  of  proceeding' would  be  to  divide  the 
Houfe,  toallow^every  gentleman  to  vote,  and  then,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  objected  to  the  vote  of  any  member  being  received, 
he  could  move  the  Houfe  that  it.fhould  not  be  counted*      At  pre- 
fent,  however,  this  queftion  was  not  to  be  decided,  and  the  regular 
mode  was  to  put  the  queftion  of  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 
This  queftion  being  put, 

Mr.  PLUMER  faid,  that  he  would  leave  it  to  the  feelings  of 
thofe  gentlemen  who  had  a  perfonal  inteteft  in  the  bill,  to  decide 
whether  they  would  vote  upon  it  or  not ;  but  notwithftanding  what 
had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  found  himfelf  called 
upon  to  oppofe  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  as  he  had  done  in  every 
ftageof  it.  The  ground  upon  which  the  bill  was  introduced,  and 
the  purpofe  it  was  hi  tended  to  ferve^  was  to  contribute  to  the  fupply 
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of  the  metropolU  with  bread,  which  was  alleged  to  be  afFefied  by  a 
fuppofed  combination  among  the  millers.     No  evidence  whatever 
had  been  adduced  of  the  exigence  of  this  combination ;  and  the 
learned  counfel  for  the  bill,  on  account  of  this  total  defc£t  of  evi-> 
dence,  very  fairly  gave  up  the  point.     But  though  fuch  a  combina- 
tion had  really  exifted^  he  contended  that  the  efTed  of  e(tabli(hing 
this  company  would  be  to  increafe  the  evil  tenfold ;  becaufe  then 
there  would  be  removed  from  the  competition  of  the  market  a  great 
number  of  individuals,  and  the  market  would  be  commanded  by 
one  large  incorporated  body^  who  would  engrofs  great  part  of  the 
trade.     A  right  honourable  gentleman  near  him  (the  Maimer  of  the 
Rolls),  high  in  office  under  Government,  hadi^  when  the  Albion 
Mill  Company  applied  for  a  charter,  given  it  as  his  opinion,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  then  Solicitor  General  (Sir  Archibald  M'Donald), 
that  no  fuch  charter  ought  to  be  granted  on  the  very  account  which 
he  had  ftated.      He  had  no  obje£lions  to  gentlemen  fubfcribing  and 
edablifhing  any  manufacture  which  they  might  conceive  to  be  for  the 
intereft  of  the  community  ;  but  he  muft  always  be  adverfe  to  char- 
ters being  granted  to  fuch  companies,  efpecially  where  a  matter  of 
fo  much  importance  was  concerned  as  the  fupply  of  the  metropolis 
w  ith  bread,  becaufe  the  granting  them  a  charter  put  them  on  a  dif- 
ferent footing  with  other  traders,  gave  them  the  advantage  over 
them,  and  thus  eventually  went  to  deftroy  all  competition.  On  thefe 
grounds  he  mud  oppofe  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  that  as  he  had  been 
alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down,  he 
felt  himfelf  ealled  upon  to  fay  a  few  words.  It  was  true,  that  when 
the  Albion  Mills  Company  applied  for  a  charter  in  1784,  the 
opinion  ef  the  then  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals,  the  former  of 
which  offices  he  had  the  honour  to  hold,  was  taken  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  granting  it.  Their  opinion  was  never  formally  given  in 
to  the  Crown  ;  but  he  (ignified  to  ,thc  agents  of  the  company,  that 
if  they  pcrfcvcred  in  their  application,  he  would  give  an  opinion 
adverfe  to  it.  Upon  this  it  was  withdrawn.  He  now  wifhed  that 
the  opinion  had  been  formally  drawn  out,  becaufe  in  this  cafe  it 
might  have  been  at  prefent  referred '  to,  the  grounds  on  which  it 
refted  would  have  been  feen,  and  thus  there  would  have  been  no 
mifapplication  of  it.  But  he  wifhed  to  be  uriderftood,  that  it  was 
entirely  unconne<5^ed  with  the  manner  in  which  the  trade  was  car- 
ried on  in  and  about  London  ;  and  that  (he  principal  obje^iion  in 
his  mind  to  the  granting  of  this  charter  was,  that  granting  a  charter 
to  a  company  employing  a  vad  capital,  which  might  enable  them 
to  carry  on  the  whol^  trade  of  the  metropolis  without  any  reftric* 
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tiony  which  wad  the  chjcA  of  the  charter  applied  (ot^  would  be  at- 
tended with  extreme  danger :  and  he  ftill  thought  that  granting 
charters  without  refh-idbn^  for  eftablifliments  of  this  kind  more 
particularly,  would  be  impolitic,  and  productive  of  the  word  confr- 
quences.  As  to  the  prefent  bill,  it  was  for  the  Houfe  to  decide, 
and  he  had  not  himfelf  yet  fully  made  up  his  mind  upon  it,  whether 
the  reftridions  contained  in  it  fo  far  removed  the  danger  as  to  au- 
thor! fe  its  being  pa(fed. 
Mr.  PLUMER  explained. 

Mr.  BIDDULPH  faid,  that  he  for  oiie  was  a  fubfcriber  to  the 
propofed  edablilbment ;  but  while  he  fat  as  a  member  of  Farlia- 
•*  '  ment,  no  conHderation  would  make  him  furrender  his  vote  as  a 
member  of  Parliament ;  he  would  rather  refign  his  money  to  any 
amount.  He  was  convinced  of  the  great  utility  which  this  e(labli(h- 
ment  would  be  of  to  the  metropolis  and  the  country,  therefore  he 
would  vote  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  He  wiflied,  however, 
the  point  as  to  the  fucceis  of  the  Birmingham  Union  Mills  to  be 
cleared  up,  and  on  this  account  to  know  when  it  would  be  r^;ular 
for  him  to  move  for  calling  in  a  witnefs  who  was  in  waiting. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  might  now 
move  for  the  calling  in  of  the  witnefs. 

Mr.  BIDDULPH   then  moved,  that  this  witnefs  fhould  be 
called  in  ;  but  he  was  not  feconded^ 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  ftrongly  oppofcd  the  bill,  and  particularly  ob- 
jeded  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  member  who  began 
this  debate  (Mr.  Plumer),  as  to  leaving  it  to  the  honour  or  feeling 
of  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  fubfcribers,  w  hether  they  would  \x>te 
or  not.  He  thought  they  ought  to  vote  by  all  means.  The  ho« 
nourable  gentleman  who  had  fiarted  the  objection  feemed  to  him 
not  to  he  aware  to  what  an  extent  their  dofirine  led.  If  a  queftion 
of  an  additional  land-tax  was  to  come  on  in  that  Houfe,  fbould 
every  member  who  was  liable  to  pay  that  tax  be  excluded  from 
'  voting,  becaufe  he  was  interefted  r  If  a  queflion  was  agitated  rela- 
tive to  the  funds,  (hould  every  Member  who  had  an  imcreft  in  the 
funds  be  made  incapable  of  voting  ?  This  would  certainly  be  tlie 
cafe  if  fo  trivial  an  intereO  as  the  prefent  fhould  be  allowed  to  inca- 
pacitate from  voting.  As  to  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe,  he 
viewed  it  as  a  meafure  of  the  mod  extreme. importance  to  the  me- 
tropolis and  the  country  at  large.  He  had  looked  at  it  in  all  its 
bearings  attentively — confidercd  all  irs  provifions  ;  and  in  every 
I  pofTible  light  in  which  he  faw  it,  he  was  more  and  more  convinced 

I  that  the  meafure  was  mo(\  impolitic  and  unwife,  and  certainly  at 

^  this  time  mod  unfeafonable.     No  meafure  of  public  utility  ought 
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to  origifHite  in  timet  of  public  ppcflbre.  Evecj  meafure  of  thb 
nature  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  preflfurey  if  there  was  ail 
actual  neceffity  for  it.  The  only  neceflfity  which  could  be,  or  had 
been,  urg«d  on  the  prefent  occafion,  was  the  fcaitity  which  had  for 
fome  time  pad  prevailed.  However,  it  had  always  been  ufual,  on 
every  occafion  when  the  Legiflature  had  found  it  neceflary  to  niidce 
a  law  on  the  fpur  of  any  occafion>  and  a  regulation  of  this  kind  was 
applied  for*  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  z&  to  the  emergency  of  the 
occafion  which  caHed  for  it.  If  this  emergency  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  prefent  fcarcity,  it  was  abfolutely  nugatory,  for  it  could  not 
be  brought  to  operate  or  the  prefent  evil.  The  great  extent  of  the 
buildings,  the  magnitude  of  the  wheels,  and  every  part  of  the  m;^ 
chinpry  to  be  ufed  in  it,  were  fuch,  that  it  muft  be  a  year  and  a  half, 
or  two  years,  before  they  could  begin  to  worH*  Our  prefent  fcarcity, 
there  was  every  reafon  to  hope,  would  vani(h  when  the  next  harveft 
was  reaped ;  fo  that  the  fupporters  of  the  prefent  bill  were  originat- 
ing a  meafufe  that  would  only  begin  to  operate  when  the  evil  had 
ceafed.  The  honourable  gentlemen  who  fupported  the  bill  had 
(hewn  coniiderable  adruitnefs  in  their  mode  of  conducing  the  buii- 
nefs  of  its  procedure.  I  n  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  one  would  fuppofe  that' 
thofe  applying  for  an  incorporation  bill  (Iiould  lay  before  the  Houfe 
fome  grounds  for  fuch  a  meafure,  and  that  rhey  would  fupport  thefe 
grounds  by  evidence.  But  here  is  no  fuch  thing  ;  not  a  fin^  tittle 
of  evidence  is  produced  on  their  part  ;  but  they  very  dexterouily 
put  it  upon  the  millers  and  bakers  to  prove  a  negative  ;  and  then 
immediately  tell  them,  **  We  doi^'t  very  well  like  the  nature  of  the 

evidence  you  produce  ;    Mr. ,  the  miller,^  who  is  a  great 

monopolizer,  will  never  bring  proofs  of  his  own  monopoly."  Why 
then  do  not  the  fupporters  of  the  bill  produce  the  evidence  to  this 
effcQ,  if  fuch  a  thing  really  exift  ?  The  fupporters  of  the  bill  fay, 
they  do  not  mean  to  make  any  charge  againft  the  millers  and  ba« 
kers  :  but  it  is  exadly  the  fame  thing  as  if  they  had  made  a  dired 
charge  ;  for  furely  the  ef!e6ls  of  the  meafure  muft  Be  to  fay,  that 
(he  millers  and  bakers  get  great  profits  from  the  people.  If  this 
was  not  the  cafe,  it  would  feem  as  if  they  thought  there  was  a  defi- 
ciency of  mills  to  grind  the  necefiary  quantities  of  com  for  the  daily 
confumption  of  the  metropolis  and  its  vicinity.  Here  again  Par.- 
liament  have  a  right  to  complain,  ana  have  not  been  very  well  ufed 
by  the  fupporters  of  the  bill,  who  certainly  ought  to  have  produced 
fome  evidence  of  fuch  s^faA.  But  on  this,  as  W^U  as  the  other 
bead,  there  is  .not  a  (ingle  tittle,  not  one  folttary  witnefs  produced  ; 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  proved  in  the  ftrongcft  and 
Vou  XIL  L  1 
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mod  fatisfafloiy  manner  by  the  millers,  that  the  mtlls  around   ^ 
metropolis  will  grind  in  feven  months  a  fufficiency  of  com  to  fupp}? 

•the  metropolis  for  twelve  months.  This  proves  at  the  fame  time 
(hat  there  cannot  be  any  deficiency  of  machinery  either.  Why 
then  (hould  the  Houfe  pafs  a  bill  of  this  nature,  which,  without  any 

-evidence  whatever,  was  to  eftabliih  fad)s  that  have  no  exigence,  and 
vhich  in  the  end  may  be  produdive  of  the  moft  mifchievous  aixi 
fatal  confequences  ?     Having   proved  that  the  fupporters  of  tht 
bill  had  brought  no  viva  voa  evidence  in  aid  of  it,  Mr.  Percival 
next  adverted  to  the  only  evidence  of  any  kind  which  they  had  ad- 
duced.    Thefe  were  (latementson  paper,  and  related  to  tvro  objeds 
only,  on  which  they  argued  and  relied.    The  one  was  the  Birming- 
ham  Union   Mills  ;    the  other,  the  Albion   Mills.      Neither  of 
Xhefe,    he  contended,  proved  any  thing   material  in  favour  of  the 
bill.     The  Birmingham  Union  Mills,  he  faid,  would  not  bear  at 
all  on  the  meafure.      He  then  went' into  a  (latemcnt  of  their  capi- 
tal, which  was  upwards  of  6000I.     He  (hewed  the  pcr-centagc 
they  put  by,  which  was  i  o  per  cent,  for  keeping  their  premifes  and 
works  in  repair ;  and  the  intereft  they  received  for  their  nwncr, 
which  was  Ihtle  better  than  4  per  cent. ;  that  if  thofe  mills   were 
in  London,  it  would  be  an  actual  lofing  concern,  in  confequence  of 
the  difference  of  the  price  of  coals,  com,  and  other  articles  ;  and 
that  the  principal  profit  derived  from  the  Birmingham  Union  Mills 
was  in  the  profit  the  proprietors  received  ftom  being  alfo  the  confu- 
mers  of  their  own  corn,   which   they  got  by  fo  much  cheaper,  as 
they  favcd  the  profits  they  would  otherwife  pay  to  the  miller  and 
baker,  after  fird  purchaiing  their  own  corn  at  the  cheaped  pofliUe 
hand  ;  fo  that  they  eat   their  bread  cheaper  than  other  people  in 
Birmingham  and  its  neighbourhood  could  do.     In  the  cafe  of  the 
Albion  Mills,  the  honourable  gentleman  contended,  they  did  not 
at  all  advance  the  argument  in  favour  of  the  prefent  bill.      The 
fupporters  of  it  had  in  that  point  alfo  carefully  avoided  to  bring 
forward  any  evidence  to  (hew  the  truth  of  what  they  aflerted — that 
during  the  five  years  they  continued  they  lowered  the  prices  in  the 
market.     The  millers,  on  the  contrary,  had  proved,  in  the  mod 
fatisiadlory  manner,  that,  comparatively  taking  the  prices  of  each 
period,  they  were  the  caufe  of  raifing  the  price  of  the  market.     If 
the  fopprters  of  the  bill  had  chofen  to  contradi<9  this»  or  to  prove 
their  own  affertions,  they  might  have  produced  their  boc^s,  and 
ihewn  what  the  prices  and  what  their '  profits  were.     Here  was 
another  point  on  which  Parliament  had  a  right  to  complain.     Mr. 
Percival  next  requefied  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  paper  deli- 
yered  in  by  Mr.  Pratt }  not  brought  defignedly  by  himy  and  ^wn 
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up  at  leifurey  but  which  was  requefted  of  him  by  an  honourable 
^cmbcir}  and  which  he  made  out  and  delivered  in  a  few  hours.  By 
this  ftatement  it  appeared 9  that  Mr.  Pratt  had  purcbafed  7000 
quarters  of  grain  for  the  ufe  of  his  Qwn  confumption  in  the  fupply  of 
his  trade,  which  coft  40^000!.  in  (ix  months.      By  a  calculation  of 
the  price  of  grain  at  the  time  of  the  Albion  Mills,  the  fame  quan- 
tity of  wheat  would  have  required  no  more  than  about  i6>oool. ;  fo 
that  there  was  now  a  demand  of  conGderably  more  than  double  the 
capital  required  to  fupply  the  famt  call,  which  was  a  clear  proof 
that  higher  profits  were  very  fairly  to  be  looked  for  now  than  at 
that  period.     The  millers,  as  .well  as  all  other  pcr,fons,  were  enti- 
tled to  fair  and  reafonable  profits  as  a  remuneration  for  their  labours 
and  their  loflcs;  and  he  believed  they  were  contented  with  as  mode- 
rate ones  as  any  other  defcription  of  pcrfons  whatever ;  and  when  they 
were  called   upon  to  vote  this  meafure  on  the  experience  of  the 
Albion  Mill  Company,  they  muft  furely  look  a  little  to  that  expe* 
rience.     They  had  had  their  fpeculations,  and  thofe  not  all  of  the 
moft  clear  and  open  kind.  There  was  a  cafe  in  Henry  Blackftone's 
Reports  of  Trials  in  the  Common  Pleas,  vol  ii.  p.  63,  which  was 
worthy  the  attention  of  gentlemen.  '  The  fubftance  of  it  was  as 
follows : 

"  A^ion — Rundeau  v.  fVyati. 

"  The  cafe  ftatcs  an  agreement  by  the  Albion  Mill  Company' 
to  fell  3000  facks  of  flour,  which  the  plainciiF  was  to  export,  but 
the  Company  refufed  to  deliver — VcrdiS  againft  the  Company  in 
Michaelmas  term,  1791.  Fa6ts  flared — -That  defendant,  as  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  Albion  Mill,  entered  into  a  verbal  agree- 
ment to  fell  3000  iacks  of  flour,  on  an  exprefs  condition  that  the 
flour  (hould  be  exported  to  foreign  j)arts,  from  fome  port  which  the 
plaintiff  was  to  open,  and  (hould  not  meet  the  defendant  and  the 
Company  in  the  home  market.  To  carry  the  fcheme  of  exporta- 
tion into  eflTedi,  the  plaintiff^  font  to  Shoreham,  in  Suflex,  a  large 
quantity  of  corn  and  flour,  merely  to  reduce,  by  coUufion  and  a 
fidicious  fale,  the  market  price  to  the  level  prefcribed  by  the  a6\  of 
Parliament  ;  but  the  trick  being  difcovcred,  the  exportation  was 
prevented  ;  and  as  the  plaintiff  could  not  export,  the  Albidn  Mill 
Company  would  not  deliver  the  flour.  Plaintiff  had  filed  a  bill  in 
Chancery,  praying  a  dil'covery  of  the  fa6^s,  and  the  names  of  the 
partners — In  his  anfwers,  the  defendant  Wyatt  admitted  the  agree- 
ment, but  pleaded  the  flatute  oJF  frauds,  averring  that  there  was  not 
any  agreement  in  writing." 
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He  did  not  mention  this  out  of  any  diftefpeA  to  the  Albion  Ccmi- 
panjTy  but  to  ihew  their  fpirit  of  fpeculatioh.     Th^  prefcfiT  incor- 
poration Company y  he  (hewed,  muft  be  attended  with  the  tnoft  fc- 
riou&  and  fatal  confequences  if  the  bill  was  fuffcred  to  pafs.  '*  Thqr 
are  to  be  allowed  to  take  to  their  (hare  an  eighth  part  of  the  coo- 
fumption  of  the  metropolis.     In  doirtg  this,  they  go  on  a  fpecula- 
don  very  diflferent  from  that  of  the  millers,  and  whieh  a^oally 
takes  away  every  idea  of  competition.     If  the  Company  fail  in 
any  of  their  fpeculations,  they  can  only  fuffer  to  the  amount  of  their 
(hares.  If  th^e  millers  fail  in  the  fame  way,  they  may  lofe  their  all. 
If  the  Company  enter  upon  fpeculations,  they  do  (b  without  carii^ 
whether  they  gain  or  lofe  :  if  the  millers  do  it,  they  muft  venture 
with  a  view  to  profit  and  the  fupport  of  their  families.     In  (hort, 
all' competition  will  be  clearly  out  of  the  cjfe,  and  entirely  done 
away.     The  fchcme  can  only  be  viewed  in  two  points.      Say  the 
millers,  If  it  is  a  gaining  concern  to  the  Company,  it  will  inevita- 
bly ruin  us :  if  it  is  a  lofing  concern  to  the  Company,  they  rtsin  us 
and  themrdvcs  alfo.     Both  ways  it  is  equally  dangerous.     fie(ides, 
it  is  taking  one  eighth  part  of  the  confumption  out  of  the  market ; 
this  eighth  part  mu(t  be  fcniibly  felt  by  the  millers;  and  upon  what 
clafe  of  them  will  it  fall  ?  .  Not   upon  the  great  millers,  but    the 
fmaller  ones.     Thus,  if  the  millers  are  inclined  to  monopolize, 
you  leave  all  the  power  of  doing  fo  to  the  moft  opulent  among  them 
and  the  Company ;   the  fmaller  ones,   who  could  prevent  it,  will 
be  no  more."     He  thought  it  wrong  to  truft  any  colle(9ion  of  men 
with  fuch  a  monopoly  as  would  drive  the  prefent  dealers  out  of  the 
market,  and  throw  the  ^hole  of  the  moft  eflential  articles  of  the 
neceflaries  of  life  into  the  hands  of  one  fet  of  tncn,  who  would 
then  have  it  in  their  power  to  grind  and  opprefs  the  public,  when, 
and  to  as  great  a  degree  as  they  fhould  think  proper.    After  requeu- 
ing pardon  of  the  Houfc  for  detaining  them  fo  long,  Mr.  Percival 
concluded  by  giving  his  hearty  negative  to  the  third  reading. 

Lord  HA WKtSBURY  began  by  obfcrving,  that  if  an  aigument 
urged  by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierncy)  againft  thofe  pcr- 
fons  voting  on  the  prefent  meafure  who  might  have  intereft  or  (haie 
in  the  propofcd  eftablifhment,  was  of  any  weight,  it  would  alfo  pre* 
elude  from  voting  landed  gentlemen  who  purchafed  their  land  tax, 
and  mcn'.ed  men  who  held  any  (hare  of  a  loan ;  in  a  word,  it  would 
deprive  moft  Members  in  the  Houfe  of  the  right  of  voting  on  the 
moft  momentous  queftions.  It  had  alfo  been  argued^  that  mea- 
fures  of  general  and  public  utility  fhould  not  take  their  rife  fiom 
any  prticuler  preflure  ;  if  that  were  the  ca£e,  the  Houfe  would  have 
.been  precluded  from  bringing  (bnvard  ^any  of  the  wifeft  and  moft 
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oTeful  meafarat  that  In  their  cUUbMiive  capatity  tfiqF  had  cm 
adopted,  if,  then^  tb^  but  now  Umktd  at  the  eitfreme  diftreiii 
y/Anch  pervaded  almoft  all  the  dafiet  of  the  community,  arifing  out 
of  the  pm^fcnt  alarming  fcarctty,  they  moft  undoubtedly  would  fee 
ample  ground  for  entertaining  the  quafUon  now  before  them,  and 
for  endeavouring  to  deviie  a  remedy  for  the  evil  which  it  was  ici 
objed  to  redrefs.  It  wat  not  once  only,  but  now  for  a  fecond  time 
within  a  (hort  period,  that  we  were  expofed  to,  and  fuffcrcd  under^ 
this  calamity.  Indeed,  it  was  a  melancholy  fad,  that  the  coumiy 
did  not  produce  a  fufBcient  quantity  of  com  for  the  confumption  of 
its  inhabitants.  When,  on  account  of  the  badne($  of  the  feafon^ 
the  country  might  therefore  be  frequently  expofed  fo  a  fimilar  dif- 
trefs,  It  was  evident,  that  the  authors  of  the  bill  were  not  induced  to 
bring  it  forward  by  the  ui^ncy  of  any  particular  calamity,  but  from 
an  extended  view  of  what  might  hereafter  tend  to  produce  its  recur- 
rence, or  at  lead  of  what  noight  mitigate  its  feverity.  It  had  often 
been  faid  (and  he  would  not  deny  it)  that  there  was  no  fcarcity  except 
what  arofe  from  the  deficiency  of  our  crops  ;  yet  it  might  alfo  be 
true,  that  a  combination,  or  certain  artificial  means,  were  among 
die  caufes  that  aggravated  the  evil :  fomething  of  that  kind  now 
txifted,  and  tended  not  a  little  to  extend  the  evil.  The  noble 
Lord  then  went  into  an'  enumeration  of  the  caufes  and  means  which 
contribute  to  diminifh  the  confumption  of  bread :  in  years  of  fcarcit)^ 
one-lixth  lefs  was  confumed  than  in  years  of  plenty,  and  many 
parts  of  the  grain  were  brought  into  ufe  which  in  plentiful  years 
were  not  introduced  into  the  food  of  man.  The  bill  for  preventing 
the  ufe  of  new*made  bread' had  alfo  contributed  much  totlimtnifh 
the  Confumption.  Upon  the  whole,  it  would  therefore  appear  that 
the  prefent  diftrefs  was  owing,  at  lead  in  part,  to  fome  artificial 
caufes,  and  not  merely  to  the  fcarcity,  and  to  a  greater  quantity  of 
fine  flour  being  generally  employed  in  pro^xntion  to  the  ooarfer  parts 
of  the  grain.  It  was  hard,  indeed,  tp  change  the  habits  of  a 
people ;  and  if  you  fail  in  the  attempt,  you  only  confirm  the  habit 
which  you  arc  anxious  to  eradicate.  But  the  bills  for  regulating  the 
aflize  of  bread,  of  for  regulating  the  pradKces  of  millers,  which  ha^ 
unfortunately  been  thmwn  out,  had  a  great  tendency  to  wean  the 
public  from  thefe  habits.  The  tendency  of  the  prefent  meafure 
was,  to  eftablifh  a  Company  who  would  manufacture  this  mixed 
and  inferior  kind  of  bread  ;  and  from  this  efiablifhmrnt  he  was 
convinced  the  public  would  reap  great  advantage,  by  its  keeping 
down  the  price  of  bread,  without  expofing  them  to  any  difadvantage« 
at  lead  to  any  fnch  difadvantage  as  fhould  diffuade  the  Houfe  from 
mak'mg  the  experiment.     Then  wcse  now  J 50  miUs'in  the  vici- 
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nity  of  London ;  but  20  mills  iituated  on  the  Thames  would  be 
better  able  to  fupply  the  London  market  ^n  it  is  now  fupplicd. 
Such  a  fyftem  would  moreover  exceedingly  dimini(hthe  expence. at- 
tending carriage,  the  ufe  of  mechanical  powers,  and  the  oomcnercial 
management  of  the  concern,  which,  in  proportion  as  it  was  large,  was 
_  generally  conduced  on  a  comparatively  fmaller  expence-— All  thefe 
advantages  would  evidently  refult  from  the  adoption  of  the  prefcnt 
meafure,  and  there  would  be  no  room  left  for  combination.  Here  the 
noble  Lord  begged  leave  to  obferve,  that  he  meant  no  refledion  upcMi 
the  body  of  millers ;  he  by  no  means  imputed  to  them  any  thing- like  an 
illegal,  immoral  and  criminal  combination.     But  though  he  would 
not  fay  that  a  combination  of  that  defcription  exifted,  yet   it   was 
clear  that  there  exifted  fomething  that  had  the  eflPed  of  it ;   be 
,  meant  a  fort  of  underftanding  between  the  parties,  which  precluded 
the  advantages  of  a  hir  competition.     This  kind  of  underftanding, 
though  not  criminal  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  had,  however,  the  cBcA 
of  an  illegal  combination  ;  and  this  was  the  evil  which  he  was  feli- 
citous to  fee  cured  ;  and  how  could  it  be  remedied  but  by  fccuring 
a  free  competition  ?     What,  then,  were  the  means  of  fccuring  fuch 
a  competition  ?     In  his  opinion,  it  was  not  to  be  done  entirely 
either  by  corporations  or  individuals,  but,  perhaps,  in  fome  degree 
by  both  ;  but,  if  left  wholly  to  individuals,  a  combination  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  was  inevitable.     By  the  fyftem  now   propofed    to  be 
introduced,  traders  on  difterent  principles  would  be  brought  to  rival 
each  other,  and  this  rivalfliip  will  prove  a  fpur  to  competition.   The 
diftrefs  of  the  prefcnt  moment,  he  would  again  repeat  it,  might  be 
much  alleviated  by  the  introdu<ftion  of  brown  bread,  though  the  ufe 
of  it  would  be  better  enforced  by  example  and  encouragement  than 
by  any  pofitive  law.     The  experiment  of  brown  bread  for  the  ufe 
of  the  metropolis  had  not  been  fairly  tried  ;  but  the  eftabliftiment 
now  in  contemplation  would  afford   fairer  and  ampler   means  of 
making  that  experiment,  and  he  thought  it  might  be  made  with  con* 
flderable  advantage,  without  occafioning  any  inconvenience  or  injury. 
As  to  the  comparifon  drawn  between  the  eftabliftiment  of  the  mills 
now  propofed,.  and  the  Albion  Mills^  nothing  could  be  more  un- 
juftifiible.     The  Albion  Mills  were  under  no  limitation  or  rc- 
ftraint ;  and  the  harm  that  might  have  arifen  from  them  as  fuch, 
could  not  be  apprehended  from  the  prefcnt  meafure,  where  the  in- 
ftitution  was  to  be  duly  limited  and  rcftrained.     Upon  the  whole,     ' 
the  Albion  Mills  had  been  productive  of  much  advantage;  and  it 
was  difficult  to  prove  that  any  mifchicf  had  arifen  from  them.  They 
had  reduced  the  profits  of  the  millers  one  half,  and  they  did  not 
command  the  prices  of  the  market.     There  was,  therefoxe,  rK> 
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ground  for  the^chai^gcs  brought  againft  them  by  the  petitioners  againft 
the  prefeht.bilK  There  was  another  example  to  encourage  the  ex- 
periment that  he  wtfhed  to  be  tried  in  the  Union  Mills  at  Birming- 
ham. Bread  was  there  cheaper  by  3(/.  than  in  tne  metropolis :  the 
wheat  flour  was  not  dearer  there  than  here  :  was  not  this,  thereforei 
an  argument  for  trying  a  limilar  experiment  ?  he  only  wifhcd  to  try 
it  here  to  a  certain  extent,  by  having  a  coarfer  kind  of  bread  manu« 
fadtured  at  confequently  a  lower  price.  It  was  for  the  Houfe  to 
confider  the  advantages  that  mud  be  derived  from  the  experiment : 
they  were  many  :  they  would  corred  the  evils  that  were  aggravated 
by  artificial  caufes :  they  would  increafe  the  means  of  fuftenance 
by  introducing  into  bread  many  parts  of  the  grain  not  commonly 
tifed  for  the  food  of  man :  they  would  prevent  combination  and 
promote  competition,  and  confiderably  lower  the  expences  attending  ^ 
the  diflPerent  branches  of  the  trade*  It  wa»  evident,  upon  the 
whole,  that  the  operation  of  the  bill  would  be  produdive  of  much 
good  and  no  harm  ;  and  as  fuch  it  (hould  have  his  fupport,  and  he 
trufted  that  of  the  majority  of  th^  Houfe. 

Mr.  SHERI  DAN  replied  to  Lord  Hawkeibury :  he  commended 
the  calmnefs  and  candour  with  which  the  noble  Lord  had  treated 
the  fubjet^ ;  and  as  hehad  had  every  poffible  opportunity  of  ob« 
taining  the  heft  information  refpeAing  it,  it  was  not  unfair  to  pre-, 
fume  that  the  noble  Lord  had  urged  every  argument  that  could  pof- 
iibly  be  advanced  in  f^ivour  of  the  queftion ;  yet  on  no  one  point 
had  he  fucceedcd  in  anfwering  the  obje£kions  that  were  urged  againft 
it  by  a  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Percival).     Indeed  the  fpeech  of 
that  learned*  gentleman  was  admirable,  and  his  arguments  unan- 
fwerable — an  affertion  which  it  was  fair  to  make,  as  the  noble 
Lord  was  wholly  unable  toanfwer  them.     It  wasahappycircum- 
ftancc,  that  no  feelings  of  party  or  fodion  bad  mingled  themfelves 
with  the  prefent  queftion  :  it  had  been  difcufTed  without  any  refer- 
ence to  political  opinions  ;  and  that  indeed  (hould  be  its  true  cha^ 
radlcr.    But^he  noble  Lord  recommended  the  meafure  it  propofed, 
by  reprefenting  it  to  be  merely  an  experiment,  from  which  much 
good  is  to  arife,  and  no  poffible  harm.     Upon  what  grounds  this 
aflertion  was  made,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  ;  it  was  an  a(T  rtion, 
however,   which  he  knew  to  be  contradided  by  a  great  body  of 
forcible   evidence,  and  by   a   large  number   of    witneiTes,  who 
formed  a  defer iption  of  men  highly  ufeful  and  refpedtable,  and 
whofe  charaders,  even  in  the  noble  Lord's  opinion,  ftodd  unim» 
peached.  »What  did  they  ftate  i     Why,  that  fuch  an  experiment 
muft  not  only  produce  mifdiief,  but  that  it  would  neccflarilys  involve 
the  ruia  of  their  tj^ade*  Nor  was  it  only  injurious  to  individuals^  but 
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it  muft  piove  alfi>  highlj  dctrimenul  to  the  iiiterefb  of  ^piiUic  ; 
as  fuchy  he  was  confident  that  no  ct^rter  would  be  grantod  to  Sanc- 
tion it.     But  the  noble  Lord  had  advanced  an  afleition  of  (Kit 
greater  importance.     The  country ,  he  faid,  did  not  produce  fttffi^ 
cient  grain  for  the  uCe  of  the  inhabitants  ;  yet  h^  htntt  that  tlie  pie- 
ient  alarming  feaicity  does  not  fo  much  arife  from  the  deficiency 
which  he  confcfles^  as  from  a  kind  of  combination.     The  meafure 
then  which  he  fo  ftrongly  recommendsy  does  not  ftrike  at  the  rooT  of 
the  evil ;  but  he  would  have  the  Houie  only  correA  the  ^gtava* 
tions  that  may  attend  it.  -  In  fad  there  was  no  connedioA between 
the  propofed  remedy  and  the  evil' to  'be  remoYcd*     The  com- mer- 
chants were  the  perfons  principally  injuredi  and  this  injury  done 
them  prefented  a  timely  importation  ^  of  com,  which  would  have 
prevented  what  we  now  fo  much  and  fo  unavailingly  lamented. 
Had  thefe  mills  been  already  bqilt,  that  cafe  would  be  no  better ; 
^fbr  there  would  not  be  more  corn  in  the  country.     Where  then  was 
(he  remedy  for  the  evil  ?     The  real  evil  was  the  interference  of 
Government ;  and  unlcfs  the  Houfe  abftatned  from  any  fuch  inter- 
ference,  and  prevented  Government  from  meddling  in  tte  jHitchafe 
of  com)  there  would  be  reafon  to  wiOi  that  every  thii^  fdpedkig 
corn  fliould  be  erafed  from  flatutes.     The  unfortunate  war  gave 
rife  to  thia  meddling  and  tampering  of  Government  with  the  knide 
of  corn ;  for,  in  order  to  diftrefs  the  enemy,  they  endeavoured  to 
get  the  whole  of  the  corn  of  Europe  into  their  own  hands.     But  a 
cimdy  and  economical  importation  was  nqglcAsd,  while  Govern- 
ment were  endeavouring  to  rival  individuals*  and  to  thwart  tlieir 
fpeculations.     The  condu£t  of  Government  towards  com- mer- 
chants in  the  year  1 796  was  a  proof  of  what  he  atferted.  By  tbetr 
eiertions  the  price  of  bread  and  corn  was  then  ooniiderably  reduced. 
They  loft  by  their  exertions:  they  apfdied  ibran  indemnity,  which 
was  promifed  them ;  but  the  pledge  was  violated,  and  the  Houfe 
KJeAed  their  claims.     This  furdy  was  no  encouragement  for  that 
flseritorious  clafs  of  men  to  make  any  new  adventure  to  relieve  a 
liasiiar  diftrefsw     Upon  the  fubjeA  of  fcarcity,  no  good  could  arife 
fiom  Committees  of  Inc}tiiry.     Indeed  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that 
\fiA  the  Legiflsture  and  the  Government  had  their  hands  tied  up 
open  this  matter.     There  Aould  be  feme  plain  permanent  law  for 
legolating  the  impoitation  of  ootn,  and  no  intermeddling  of  Go- 
vernment in  the  bufinefs.     Advanced  as  the  fcflSon  now  was,  yet  a 
law  of  that  kind  ihould  be  immediately  introduced  :  that  alone 
codd  relieve  the^diftsefs,  and  remove  the  calamities  which,  we  now 
deplore.     The  icmcdy  now  ph)pofed  would  have  no  fuch  cfle6^, 
ThenuUs  could  not  be  buik  inle&than  twow  liu:ee  yearsi  how 
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then  could  ^hey  alleviate  the  prefent  preflure  ?  The  noble  Lord 
had  next  dwelt  upon  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  thefe  mills ; 
a  refpedt^ble  body  of  men  had  adduced  the  ftrongeft  evidence  againft 
the  probability  of  any  fuch  advantages.  No  doubt  the  noble  Lord's 
intentions  were  very  good  :  but  good  intentions  were  not  fufficient 
to  guide  the  proceedings  of  a  Legiflature :  indeed  all  the  mifchiefs 
that  grew  out  of  politics  arbfe  from  fuch  good  intentions,  as  they 
generally  fprung  from  foiA  '  '^^m  that  was  imagined  to  be  perfe£t. 
There  was  nothing  therefor^  ^erous  and  bad  as  thefe  good  in- 
tentions. He  would  alfo  acquV  gentlemen,  who  were  the  warm  parti- 
zans  of  this  meafure;  from  any  interefted  views ;  .but  ftill  he  would 
prefs  his  notion,  that  it  was  not  proper  to  vote  on  a  bufinefs  from 
which  any  of  th^m  were  to  derive  a  high  profit.  '  T|ie  noble  Lord 
allowed  that  there  exiAcd  no  immoral  or  illegal  combination ;  but 
he  chofe  to  call  it  a  fort  ^f  underftanding  between  the  parties.  The 
former  charge  could  not  be  made  without  proofs  to  fubAantikte  it ; 
but  it  is  left  to  lurk  in  an  infinuadon.  This  was  certainly  a  devi- 
.  ation  from  that  candour  which  prevailed  throughout  the  other  parts 
of  the  noble  Lord's  fpeech,  and  had  a  tendency  to  bring  down  the 
whole  of  the  popular  difcontent  and  indignation  on  the  heads  of  the 
bakers  and  millers.  But  the  great  dbjedof  the  bill  fecmed,  after 
all,  to  be,  not  fo  much  to  prevent  combination,  as  to  introduce  to 
the  palate  of  the  people  a  (pecies  of  bread,  which,  from  prejudice  or 
tome  other  motive,  they  are  known  to  diflike.  This  brown  bread 
has  not  had  a  fair  trial ;  but  thofe  new  mills  are  to  prepare  it  on  a 
better  plan,  and  then  the  poor  of  the  metropolis  will  eat  it.  This . 
idea  was  very  objeAiqnable ;  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  force  the 
people  to  eat  this  brown  bread  :  they  will  only  eat  it  becaufe  you 
deprive  them  of  any  other  market.  But  it  was  in  vain  to  talk  of 
force  in  fuch  a  matter :  it  was  well  known  that  the  prejudice  of  the 
working  people  of  the  metropolis  againft  fuch  bread  was  invincible 
^and  unconquerable  ;  it  was  ufelefs  to  inveftfgate  the  phyfical  reafons 
of  fuch  a  prejudice  ;  but  the  fa6t  was,  that  it  could  not  be  fubdued. 
If  fuch  attempts  were  made  to  introduce  (ubftitutes  for  bread,  the 
people  would  be  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  new  fubftitutes  for^abour^ 
in  idlenefs,  theft,  plunder,  and  rapine.  In  vain  would  you  convert 
thefe  enormous  mills  into  a  Coloffal  machine,  or  a  gigantic  mounte- 
biank,  to  cram  this  naufeating  bread  down  their  throats ;  this  would 
be  adding  infult  to  oppreffion ;  and  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would  ma<« 
turely  weigh  the  confequences  of  the  meafure  before  they  gave  it 
their  final  fandlion,-  efpecially  if  they  found  that  no  reafons  had  been 
adduced  to  prove  its  ncceffity,  while  the  ftrongeft  evidence  had  been 
brought  forward  to  fliew  its  difadvantagei.  No  market  in  the  world 
Vol..  XII.  M  m 
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was  mote  punfiually  and  plentifully^  fupplied  than  the  London 
market ;  and  this  was  done  under  the  prefent  fyftem  by  the  prefent 
millers.  The  real  caufe  of  the  evil  was  the  deficiency  of  grain ; 
and  this  would  be  had  in  plenty,  if  the  corn  merchants  were  fairly 
and  literally  dealt  by,  and  a  permanent  law  introduced  to  r^ulate 
importation,  unchecked  and  uncontrouled  by  Government.  Thb 
was  the  only  radical  remedy,  and  it  (hould  have  his  .determined 
fupport  whenever  it  was  propofed.  To  the  experiment  which  the 
ruible  Lord  was  anxious  to  introduce,  he  was  a  decided  enemy* 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  in  explanation  faid,  that  it  never  was 
his  intention  that  any  thing  like  force  (hould  be  adopted  to  intro- 
duce the  ufe  of  brown  bread. 

Mr.  SHERinAN  and  the  Master  op  the  Rolls  feverally 
explained. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  contended,  that  the  arguments  upon 
which  the  noble  Lord  fupported  the  bill  were  wholly  without  found- 
ation. There  exiftcd  a  fufficient  competition  in  the  corn  trade, 
and  the  tncans  of  keeping  that  competition  alive.  As  to  all  idea 
of  private  underftanding,  and  a  fort  of  combination  growing  out  of 
tt^  nothing  was  left  credible :  no  fuch  combination  could  be  perma* 
nent  or  general.  As  to  the  ufe  of  brown  bread,  the  prefent  mcafure 
would  have  no  efFed  in  introducing  it.  -  Had  the  Inkers  the  fame 
profit  on  it  as  on  the  finer  kind  of  bread,  they  would  make  it  ifiore 
generally— *here  an  alteration  might  be  made  without  danger  :  the 
^thcr  experiment  was  extremely  dangerous.  Bcfides,  the  very  cor- 
poration which  the  bill  went  to  inftitute,  would  efiablifh  that  very 
monopoly  againfi  which  gentlemen  were  inveighing.  What,  more- 
over, would  be  the  time  required  before  thefe  mills  could  be  gobo- 
pleted  ?  It  would  take  more  thai)  three  years  before  the  maehinery 
was  ready ;  and  in  cafe  jhe  proprietors  were  lofers  the  firft  ten 
years,  could  the  project  fiop  there  }  Surely  not :  the  bill  would 
therefore  rather  be  a  perpetual  than  a  temporary  bill ;  and  as  fuch 
he  objected  to  it 

The  quefiion  was  then  loudly  called  for,  and  the  Hot»fe  divided. 
Ayes  48,  Noes  44. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  after  receiving  the  new  claofes,  the  fur- 
ther confideration  of  the  bill  Ibould  be  adjourned  to  Thurfiday  next, 
to  give  time  to  the  merchants  of  London  to  confider  of  a  bill  which 
^as  likely  to  be  of  fach  magnitude. 

After  a  debate,  a  divifion  took, place*-* Ayes  44,  Noes  50. 

A  number  of  claufcs  were  then  brought  up  by  way  of  riders, 
which  were  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time,  and  fevc];al  divifions  took 
place  upon  them. 
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Mr.  Aldcrntan  CURTIS  moved  a  elaafe  to  oblige  the  Com- 
-pany  to  bring  to  market  and  expofe  to  fale  500  fiicks  of  flour 
V€ekly»  fo  that  the  public  (hould  be  fecured  in  a  regular  fupply  of 
part  of  what  they  were  to  be  permitted  to  manufafture  ;  for  it  was 
a  moft  extraordinary  part  of  this  incorporation,  that  though  thty 
were  empowered  to  manufadure  about  2300  (acks  per  weck>  they 
vere  not  compelled  to  fell  a  fingle  fack. 

Lord  Hawkbsbury  and  Mr.  Ross,  and  other  members,  ob- 
jedled  to  this  claufe,  as  it  would  be  ^n  inconvenience  to  the  Com- 
pany to  be  fo  reftrainedy  as  they  might  not  find  purchafers. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  that  to  objedl  to  this  claufc,  was 
not  the  beft  proof  of  their  (incerity  as  to  the  public  benefit. 

The  motion,  on  a  diviHon,  was  n^atived. 

Lord  HA WKESBURY  moved  a  claofe,  that  no  manager  or 
clerk  (hould  fpeculate  on  bis  own  ^count.  On  a  divifion,  Ayes  46, 
Noes  27. 

Mn  TIERNEY  moved  a  claufe  which  is  ufual  in  all  modern 
bills,  particularly  in  bills  of  a  new  and  untried  kind— That  it  might 
be  altered,  amended  or  repealed,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  feflSon. 
This  motion,  he  faid,  was  particularly  demanded  by  the  eircum- 
fiances  of  the  prefent  bill.  It  was  hurried  through  the  Houfe  in  a 
moil  precipitate  manner*  It  was  a  meafure  of  the  mod  extraordi- 
nary kind,  and  pregnant  with  the  moA  dreadful  confequences.  A 
number  of  new  daufcs  were  introduced  in  the  very  laft  inftance, 
upon  which  the  petitioneri^  had  not  been  able  to  deliberate.  They 
had  been  prevailed  on  to  fufierthe  bill  to  go  through  all  its  fiages  to 
the  lafV  reacKng  without  obftru£iion,  in  the  confidence  that  it  would 
oot  be  hurried  through  in  one  night.  The  principle  had  been  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  only  four  Members ;  and  it  was  notorious,  that 
^ere  were  a  number  of  perfons  direfHy  and  perfonaHy  interefted  in 
the  ohjcSt  of  the  bill.  Under  thefc  circumftances,  it  was  furely  the 
duty  of  the  Houfe  to  give  themfelves  time  for  refledUon,  and  not 
fubjeift  the  country  to  all  the  evils  with  which  this  meafure  was 
pregnant. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  he  thought  the  motion  improper, 
as  fo  little  of  the  ieflion  now  remained.  The  milts  could  not  be 
built  even  before  the  commencement  of  the  next  feffion,  when  un- 
doubtedly it  was  open  to  any  Member  to  repeal  it. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid^  that  the  very  reafon  why  It  was  proper 
to  introduce  the  claufe  was,  that  it  (hould  be  in  the  power  of  th6 
Houf^  to  repeal  this  monfbrous  bill  before  the  mill  (hould  be  built> 
and  money  laid  out  upon  it.  After  that  had  taken  place,  a  new  ar- 
gument might  be  drawn  from  the  injury  to  individuals  againfl  its 
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vepeal.  They  ftood  now  in  the  moft  extraordinary  predicanfienc. 
A  bill  which  trenched  upon  the  known  and  undoubted  prerogative 
pf  the  Crown,  in  the  granting  of  charters,  was  brought  in  at  the 
very  clofe  of  the  feflion^-not  one  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
gave  it  the  fanSipn  of  his  approbation— ^not  one  Minifter  of  the 
Crown  gave  it  his  fupport,  and  every  legal  opinion  in  the  Houfe 
which  had  been  pronounced  ^as  againfi  it.  It  can^e  alfo  in  the 
snoft  qusfiionable  fhape,  from  the  number  of  perfons  interefted  in  it, 
by  which  the  charader  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe  were  aflTefied  ;  and 
when  it  was  confidered,  befides,  that  it  was  a  bill  which  went  dt- 
fedUy  to  overthrow  all  the  eAabliihed  courfe  of  commerce',  to  de- 
ftroy  the  open  competition  in  an  article  of  the  firft  ncceOity,  and  to 
fubftitute  a  monopoly  in  its  room,  they  furely  ought  to  give  the  mer- 
chants of  London  time  to  deliberate  on  a  meafure  which  would  in- 
fallibly indifpofe  them  to  import  wheat,  whatever  might  be  the 
urgency  of  the  public  demand  ;  for  under  fuch  a  monopoly  as 
this,  he  contended,  that  no  merchant  could  fafely  fpeculate  for  a 
fingle  importation. 

Dr.  LAURENCE  faid,  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  was,  in 
every  point  of  view,  the  moft  objedlionable  that  he  ever  witnefled, 
and  he  was  aftoniflied  at  the  pertinacity  with  which  it  was  purfued 
by  its  promoters.  Surely,  if  their  motives  were  fo  clearly  puhltc^ 
there  would  have  been  no  hazard  in  poftponing,  the  further  con- 
iideration  to  Thurfday  next ;  but  as  that  was  objected  to,  why  de- 
prive themfelves  of  the  means  of  correding  their  intemperance  on  a 
future  day  t 

Mr.  BERNARD  faid,  that  though  an  enemy  to  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  which  he  thought,  both  in  its  own  provifiqns  and  in  its 
cxamgle,  was  moft  objedionable,  yet  the  motion  at  fo  late  a  period 
pf  the  feflfion  was  not  the  right  way  to  oppofe  it.  It  had  ftill  the 
other  Houfe  to  pafs  through;  and  before  it  could  come  back  from 
thence,  the  gcriod  of  the  feflion  might  be  arrived.  His  objedlionto 
the  bill  was,  that  it  put  an  end  to  all  open  competition  in  flour  and 
bread,  and  put  thefe  two  trades  into  commiflfion.  Parliament  ajv 
pointed  a  fet  of  commiftioners  te  deal  out  flour  and  bread  to  the 
people.     The  principle  trenched  on  all  open  commerce. 

After  fome  funher  debate,  the  Houfe  again  divided,  and  the 
claufc  was  rejefled. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  the  fubfcribers  fliould  only  divide  5  per 
cent,  inftead  of  i  o  per  cent,  on  their  (hares. 

A  diviGon  took  place  on  this  alfo,  and  the  motion  was  rejefled, 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
matter  that  materially  concerned  their  honour,  and  the  purity  of 
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their  proceedings.     The  principle  of  the  bill,  that  is>  the  queftion 

of  the  third  reading,  had  paiTed  b]r  a  majority  of/our  only  ;  and  it 

fecmed  though  perfons  wete  intcrefted  in  the  bilU  yet  as  it  was  of  a 

mixed  nature,  partly  public,  partly  private,  they  might  be  allowed  to 

vote-'But  where  the  queftion  was  folely  a  matter  of  profit  as  this 

'  was,  be  muft  call  on  Mr.  Speaker  to  fay,  whether  the  voices  of 

perfons  who  were  proprietors  in  the  new  charter  could  be  allowed  } 

It  was  under ftood  there  were  a  number  of  members  in  the  Houfe 

who  Aood  ,in  that  predicament. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  he  underftood  it  to  be  the  rule  which 
had  governed  the  Houfe  in  the  cafe  of  the  Loyalty  Loan,  that  ^here 
a  bill  was  partly  of  a  public  nature,  and  partly  of  benefit  to  them- 
fclves,  they  might  vote  on  the  principle  ;  but  whenever  the  inci- 
dental point  arofe,  in  which  their  own  intereil  lay,  they  could  no% 
without  indecorum,  vote,  nor  would  their  voices,  if  queftioned,  be 
allowed.  It  was  a  delicate  qucftion  ;  and  he  lamented  that  there 
was  not  a  precedent  by  which  the  Houfe,  in  this  initance,  could  be 
guided.  The  inclination  of  his  mind  was,  that  this  was  a  point 
which  came  within  the  rule. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  moved,  that  the  voice  of  Mr.  William 
Devaynes  be  difallowed. 

Mr.  Di;VAYNES  was  called  on  to  fay,  whether  he  was  per- 
fonally  interefted  in  the  bill  P  He  faid,  his  name  Aood  as  a  fub- 
fcriber,  but  he  had  not  yet  paid  any  money.  He  certainly,  how- 
ever, intended  to  fubfcribe.  He  was  then  diredcd  to  withdraw ; 
and  a  long  converfation  took  place  or)  the  nature  of  the  cafes  that 
did  and  did  not  entitle  members  to  vute  where  they  had  a  perfonal 
intereft.  Mr.  Rose,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Mr.  Hawkins 
Browne,  and  others,  contended,  that  this  was  not  a  quefiion 
which,  even  in  decorum,  obliged  them  to  withhold  their  votes. 
The  Speaker  was  called  up  feveral  times,  and  gave  it  clearly  as  bis 
opinion,  that  it  was  a  cafe  which  would  govern  his  mind  if  he  had 
to  vote,  and  that  it  muft  be  left  to  the  deciiion  of  the  Houfe  whether 
the  votes  (hould  be  allowed. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  the  queftion  was,  fimply,  whether  a 
member  was  interefted  in  a  vote  by  which  he  was  to  give  htmfelf  x-o 
percent,  infteadof  5,  on  a  (hare  which  was  transferable,  and  by 
which  vote  the  ihare  was  to  be  increafed  in  value,  and  might  be 
fold  the  next  day  for. more  money  ?  It  was  not  here  the  minutenefs 
of  the  intcrcft,  but  the  principle,  which  made  the  queftion.  The 
queftion  was,  whether  a  number  of  members  of  Parliament  (hould 
grant  to  thcmfelves,  out  of  the  courfe  which  the  Conftitution  had 
pointed  out  as. the  beft  means  for  fecuring  the  public  againft  jobs,,  a 
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charter  which  va$  to  have  an  eventful  benefit  to  diemfelvcs  ?  Or 
fuch  a  qucAion,  to  fay  that  their  voting  for  lo  inftead  of  5  pcrcem. 
was  not  the  indecorum  \vhich  the  rule  of  the  Houfe  had  guarded 
againfty  was  to  compromife  the  chara^cr  and  the  dignity  of  Par- 
liannent. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  whole  bill  was 
a  private  cominercial  matter,, violating  indeed  all  former  commer- 
cial principles  ;  and  there  was  nothing  public  in  it  but  impoflibility. 
The  private  intercft  was  the  firi^  obvious  view  of  the  member  when 
he  voted  for  10  per  cent,  iniiead  of  5,  and  therefore  his  vote  ought 
tOr^be  difaliowed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  exprefTed  his  ideas  to  be  the  fame  on  the 
fubjedt. 

After  fome  further  debate,  the  qucftion  was  called,  and  the  voice 
of  Mr.  Devaynes  was  difaliowed. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  then  moved.  That  the  voice  of  Sir  John  Call 
be  difaliowed. 

i 

Sir  John  owned  hioifclf  tobea  proprietor,  and,  having  retired, 
his  vote  was  flruck  out  from  the  divifion. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  then  moved.  That  the  voice  of  Mr.  John 
Frcrc  be  difaliowed. 

Mr.  Frerc  withdrew,  and  his  voice  was  difaHowed. 

The  next  name  objedled  to  was  that  of  Sir  Robert  Prefton. 
Sir  Robert  had  gone  away  as  (bon  as  this  drfcoflion  of  eligibility 
commenced. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  •  they  could  not  decide  on  the  que(^(m 
without  hearing  what  he  had  to  fay  :  a  long  difcuflion  took  place  on 
what  courfe  they  (hould  follow.  Could  they  -proceed  to  paft  a  bill 
upon  which  a  person  bad  voted  who  was  difqualified  by  his  intercft 
in  the  cafe  ?  It  was  finally  got  rid  of  by  moving  that  he  Ihould  at- 
tend in  his  place  on  Monday  ;   which  was  agreed  to.. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  theq  moved,  That  the  bill  do  paft. 

Dr.  LAURENCE  objected  to  the  motion.     It-would  be  a  inoft 
indecent  and  a  mod  uni)afliamentary  proceeding.     Three  voices 
Were  already  difaliowed.  Another  ftood  impeached.  The  qucAion  of 
ftic  third  reading  had  been  carried  only  by  ^«r,  and  thefe  gentlemen 
jbrmcd  part  of  the  divilion.     He  had  very  ferious  doubts  in  his  own  * 
mind  on  the  propriety  of  their  voting  on  the  principle  :  it  was  a 
private  bill,  not  a  public  meafure.     The  public  benefit  was  pro- 
fcffcd  indeed,  but  that  was  highly  problematical.     The  whole  con- 
du6t  of  the  promoters  of  the  bill  was  moft  extraordinary.     There 
had  been  a  compromife  by  which  the  Houfe  was  defrauded  o(  its 
fo^ms  :  they  had  followed  the  French  pra^ice  of  paflii^  the  biU 
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tdpon  urgency ;  and  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to  flrive  to  raife  a  dif* 

tinAion  between  the  right  of  not  voting  on  a  claufe,   and  the  right 

of  voting  on  the  principle.     Thefc  four  perfonshad  no  right  (p  vote 

for  granting  to  themfelves  i  o  per  cent,  inftead  of  5  ;  and  yet  they 

were  entitled  to  vote  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  granting  to 

themfelves  this  very  10  per  cent. !  This  was  not  for  the  honour  of 

Parliament,  nor  for  the  refped  which  the  people  ought  to  have  for 

.  their  proceedings. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  perfedly  underAood  that  feveral 
other  members  were  proprietors  of  this  charter,  and  they  mull  feel 
confcious  that  they  then  Aood  within  the  fcope  of  the  dtfaltowancc* 
Their  names  would  foon  be  known  ;  and  he  hoped  therefore  that 
they  would  now  frankly  come  forward  and  avow  it.  The  meafure 
was  really  of  a  mod  que(tionable  (hape.  They  had  refilled  every 
thing  which  tended  to  take  off  its  fufpicions  character.  If  they 
wanted  to  make  an  experiment,  he  was  authorifcd  by  gentlemen 
who  then  heard  him,  to  fay,  that  they  (houldhave  water  corn  mills 
capable  of  grinding  3000  facks  of  flour  per  week,  all  lituated  near 
London.  If  they  m^ant  the  public  good  only,  why  not  accept  of 
an  offer  that  would  enable  them  to  commence  immediately,  in- 
ftead  of  putting  off  the  intended  good  for  a  year  and  an  half,  or 
two  years  ?  ' 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  he  fuppofed  he  was  one  qf  the  perfons  to  whom 
the  honourable  gentleman  alluded.  His  nan^e  undotibtedly  flood  in 
the  lid  of  intended  proprietors  ;  but  two  hours  ago,  as  foon  >as  the 
difcufllon  of  ineligibility  began,  he  had  decided  to  withdraw  his 
name  ;  and  he  referred  to  thofe  around  him  whether  he  had  not 
fiiid  fo. 

Mr.  ROSE,  junior,  bore  teftimony  to  the  fa6l ;  and  faid,  that 
his  name  (lood  alfo  in  the  lift  ;  but  he  had  refolved  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PLUMER  deiired  to  know,  whether  the  name  of  Mr,  Bid- 
dulph  did  not  (land  in  the  bill  as  one  of  the  perfons  to  whom  the 
charter  was  to  be  granted  ?  Now  he  had  alfo  voted  :  but  to  qualify 
himfelf  to  vote,  he  had  declared  that  he  would  refign  his  (hare. 
Mud  not  his  name  be  withdrawn  from  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  his  name  could  not  be  withdrawni  as  they 
had  paffed  that  part  of  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  in  that  cafe  they  were  to  fend  the 
bill  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  with  a  known  fallacy  in  it.  In  troth, 
the  whole  proteeding  was  fo  irregular  and  fo  unbecoming,  that  he 
trufted  the  Houfe  would  yet  paufe ;  and  for  that  purpofe  he.  moved 
to  adjourn. 

The  Houfe  divided*-* Ayes  7^  Noes  35. 
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The  motion  was  then  put.  That  the  bill  do  pafs ;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  Lord  Hawkefbury  was  named  to  carry  it  up  U>  die 
Houfe  of  Lords, 

Tuefday,  July  8. 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  that  he  rofc,  agreeably  to  a  notice  he  gave  on 
Friday  laft,  to  move  for  a  copy  or  copies  of  "  the  inQru^fHons 
givea  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majcfty's  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  for  breaking  the  convention  entered  into  between 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  the  French  General,  and  the  Commander  cf 

m  _  

the  Ottoman  army,  for  the  evacuation  of  Egypt."     This  was  a 
matter  of  confiderable  importance;  and,  as  fuch,  it  was  not  his  wiih 
,  to  take   fhe  Houfe  by  furprifc.   '  When  he  made  the  motion  for 
thofe  inftruf^ions,  he  was  informed  of  their  importance  ;   and   on 
the  fuggeftion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  his  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Robfon,  he  was  fatisfied  to  poftpone  it  to  this  day. 
In  fetting  out,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  Aate>  and  to  declare, 
that  there  was  no  man  more  readily  difpofed  than  he  was,  to  do  juf- 
tice  to  the  talents  and  abilities  of  Admiral  Lprd  Keith  ;   and  he 
was  happy  to  fay,  that  he  felt  fo  in  common  with  others.      He  was 
called  upon  to  pay  him  this  tribute  of  applaufe;  and  he  paid  it  the 
more  gratefully,  as  he  never  thought  that  great  man's  merits  fully 
compenfated.     On  the  fubje£t  of  the  motion  he  was  now  to  make, 
he  could  not  but  confider  the  convention  made  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith, 
a  grand  ^Q.  of  diplomacy,  fuch  as  diicovered  an  a<^ive  and  penc- 
trating  mind,  and  fuch  as  might  have  led,  if  faithfully  followed  up, 
to  important  confcquences.     He  had  read  three  different  ncwfpaper 
accounts  of  a  letter  fent  from  Lord  Keith  in  the  Mediterranean,  to 
the  Cdmmandcr  in  Chief  of  the  French  army,  ftating  that  he  (Lord 
Keith)  was  to  inform  the  French  General  (Klcbcrj,  that   inftruc- 
tions  were  fent  to  him,  to  accept  from  the  French  General  in  Egypt 
no  capitulation,  unlefs  the  French  army  under  him  would  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  furrcnder  themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  or  nothing 
lefs  than  a  full  capitulation.  This  was  the  only  document  of  which 
he  was  in  pofleflTion  ;  and  fuch  as,  (hould  His  Maje%'s  Miniflers 
be  not  inclined  to  avow,  he  thought  might  juftify.him  in  calling  for 
others  that  may  lead  to  this  breach  of  alliance  with  the  Porte,  and 
to  a  fuller  inquiry  into  the  difaflrous  event  wiiich  happened  in 
Egypt,  and  which  had  given  to  the  French  forces  an  afcendancy  in 
that  country.    When  poffelTed  of  thofe  papers,  he  might  have  more 
V         ample  grounds  for  proceeding  farther;  but  at  prefent  he  would  only 
\         move,  "  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfcnted  to  His   Majefty* 
praying  that  His  Majedy  would  be  pleafed  to  give  dire^ions  that 
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there  Ibould  be  laid  befDre  the  Hooie  «  copff  or  copies,  of  the  in* 
firudions  given  CD  the  Comtiiai^der  in  Chief  at  His  Majeftj's.flcct 
in  the  Mediterranean,  &c.  on  the  evacuation  of  Egypt;" 

Mx.  DUNDAS  faidy  that  he  (hould  not  have  o^cafioiv  to  occupjr 
much  of  the  time  of  the'  Houfe  in  correAing  the  miftake  tato  which 
the  hcxiourable  gentlcnian  who  had  jufi  fat  down- had  fidien  with  re* 
fpe£i  tothefabjed  of  his  motion.  In  giving  notice  of  the  motion, 
he  feemed  to  proceed  on  the  fxjppofkion  that  an  infringenEient  had 
taken  place  in  a  convention  adually  entered  into  for  the  evacuation 
of  Egypt,  between  this  country,  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  the  Com- 
mander of  the  French  army.  But  the  fad  was,  that  Jio  fuch  con- 
vention had  been  concluded,  and  therefore  no  infradion  of  it  could 
be  charged  to  this  country.  So  fir,  indeed,  were  the  Britifii  Go* 
vernment  from  committing  an  a£l  of  fuch  perfidy  as  they  muft  have 
committed,  were  this  fuppofition  founded  in  truth,  that  diey  had 
ihewn  what  he  muft  call  a  fuperabundance  of  attention  to  the  eate* 
cution  of  a  treaty  to  which  they  were  not  a  party  ;  and  tfacirfuble* 
quent  (ian£Kon  of  which  was  to  be  attributed  folely  to  anxious  jeal- 
«yfy  of  avoiding  eveiy  ^hing  that  could,  by  the  moft  forced  interpret* 
tation,  throw  any  fligma  on  thefincerity  of  BritiOi  faith.  The  ex- 
pedition to  Egypt  was  juflly  reprefented  by  the  honourable  Kentle^. 
man  as  a  fubje^  of  ferious  alarm  to  diis  country.  It  might  have 
led,  and  fuch  appeared  to  be  one  of  its  objeds,  xa  the  overthrow  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  it  might  have  hazarded  the  fafety  of  the 
moA  valuable  of  our  foreign  dominions.  In  this  K^t  it  was 
viewed  by  the  Government  of  this  country  ;  and  the  beft  proof  of 
their  having  fo  regarded  it,  was  the  alertnefs  with  which  they  exerted 
themfelves  to  render  abortive  that  vaft  undertaicing.  -Thisobjeft 
was  happily  '^ccompliflied  by  the  valour  and  fkill  of  Lord  NeUbn  ; 
for  every  one  mud  ad^nit  that  his  vidqry  gave  a  fatal  blow  to  che 
Prench  armament.  Cut  off  from  all  means  of  receiving  fupi^ies 
or  reinforcements,  the  army  of  Egypt  was  reduced  to  a  fituatfoh  of 
the  utmoft  diftrefs.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  waa  undoubt- 
edly ddirable,  that  they  (hould  pot  cfieA  their  efcape  home  at  a 
moment  when,  partly  from  the  effeds  of  the  climate,  and  partly 
from  hofUle  operation,  their  condition  appeared  to  be  irretrievable. 
Neither  was  it  for  the  intereft  of  the  Porte  that  they  (hould  thus 
efcape,  confiderii^  the  unprovoked  aggreflion  which  they  had  mado 
upon  her  tenitories,  in  violation  of  every  prindjde  of  the  lawof 
nations,  and  in  contempt  of  exifKng  treaties  between  France  and 
that  country.  With  thefe  fentiments,  therefore,  the  moment  Go» 
vemment  received  imdhgence  diat  a  treaty  was  negociating  between 
the  Fitnch  and  Ocmnm  Oenends,  they  dt^atcbed  iaftru£Uoni  la 
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Che  Britifli  Commandert  cmitaining  the  only*  terms  oifwhich  he  was 
authorifcd  to  accede  to    it.     They  coniider  that,  to  allow    the 
French  to  remove  with  all  the  veflels  lying  in  the  port  of  Alcxan- 
^Skf  and  to  ga  whitherfocver  they  pleafed,  were  terms  to  which  nei- 
ther their  condud,  nor  their  (tcuatton  at  the  time,  entitled  chem. 
-The  Ottoman  Porte  probably  wi(hed  to  get  rid  of  them  on  on? 
terms.     But  the  Britifli  Government  had  to  take  a  more  extenfive 
vitvir  of  the  meafure.     They  had  to  coniider  what  became  us,  nor 
only  as  the  ally  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  but  as  the  ally  of  all  the 
other  powers  engaged  in  the  fame  conteft,  who  had  a  flrong  coU2> 
teral  interefl  in  the  terms  of  the  trcaiy.   *  It  was  their  intereft,  as 
well  as  ours,  that  the  French  army  (hould  not  be  landed  on  ihe 
(bores  of  Europe  as  a  hofiile  army  ;  and  he  M'ould  repeat,  that  it 
was  not  for  the  advantage  of  the  Porte  herfelfy  that  they  (hould  em- 
bark without  any  reftraint  to  their  fubfequent  condtkft.      The  in- 
vafion  of  Egypt  had*  been  a  favourite  ubjedl  with  the  French  fcr 
nearly  a  century  paft  ;  and  it  wts  for  the  intereft  of  the  Torkifh 
Empire,  that  they  (hould  not  coniider  the  conqueft  of  that  count:? 
as  an  6bjc£t  which  they  might  at  any  time  undertake  iddi  eafe — 
trufting  to  the  weaknefs  of  that  empire  for  ultimately  e6eding 
their  purpofe,  or,  if  unfuccefsful  in  the  attempt,  for  the  power  cf 
Telinqui(hing  it  upon  whatever  terms  they  thcmfclves  chofo  to  pre- 
fcribe.     It  was  undoubtedly  the  intcref^  of  that  nation^  as  well  as 
of  Great  Britain,  that  the  French  (hould  not  continue  in  Egypt ; 
and  under  this  impreflion,  the  Government  tranlinittcd  to  Lord 
Keith  the  terms  on  which  they  would  confenc  to  its  evacuation;  and 
it  was  to  be  fuppofed  that  his  Lrordihip  would  have  communicated 
them  to  the  French  and  Ottoman  Generals.     They  were  written, 
however,  at  a  tirpe  when  lio  convention  had  been  entered  into,  and 
it  was  imagined  they  could  have  arrived  before  any  (hould  have  been 
concluded.     It  was  foreign  to  the  queOion  now  before  the  Hcuf« 
to  examine  who  was  to  blame,  as  to  the  immediate  rcfumption  of 
boftilities.     It  appeared,  that  the  Ottoman  General  withed  to  pro- 
long thearmiftice  until  theconfentof  this  country  (hould  have  been 
obtained  to  the  treaty  he  had  entered  into.     To  this  the  French 
General  obje£led,  and  6x  hours  after  he  commenced  an  attack  on 
the  Ottoman  army.     But,  however  this  qucftion  was  to  be  decided, 
it  was  one  in  which  the  chara^er  of  the  Briti(h  Govertiment  was 
not  implicated.     If,  as  was  alleged  by  General  KIeber>  the  Turkiih 
arnfy  was  impatient  to  obtain  poiTeflTion  of  Cairo,   and  he  was 
.  obliged  to  repel  the  attempt  by  force,  it  was  an  affair  with  wliich 
we  had  nothing  to  do  ;  and  Kl\  Icfs  was  our  honour  involved,  if, 
•  M  all^d  on  the  other  iidcj  it  was  true  thjit  &c  French  General  had 
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made  a  fudden  attack,  at  the  momcm  when  a  ftegotiatidn  tiras  tar- 
rying •n*  Hq  wifhcd  that  the  French  army  ihould  furrendet 
themrdvcs  prifoners  of  war  \  and  that  they  (hould  nor  havjc  the 
benefit  of  a  treary  which,  if  a  favourable  moipent  occurred,  they 
might  break  with  as  little  fcruple  as  they  had  broken  the  agreement 
ent^ned  into  with  refped  to  tha  feamen  taken  at  Aboukir.  Thcfe 
feamen,  it, was  folemnly  (tipulatcd,  were  not  to  ferve  agatnft  £ng« 
land  or  her  allies  until  regularly  exchanged  ;  but  they  were  nO 
fooner  landed  than  they  were  incorporated  with  the  French  artny^ 
and  employed  in  extending  their  conqueAs  in  Egypt.  It  was  our 
duty  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  fo  (hamefula  breach  of  faitb>  and 
to  take  care  that  our  ally  fhould  not  fall  into  a  fimilar  fnare.  At 
to  the  difafters  which  had  befallen  our  ally,  he  would  certainly  ad** 
mit  that  a  great  flaughter  had  been  made  among  the  Ottomai^ 
troops  ;  but  he  had  good  reafon  to  believe  that  the  enemy  had  fuf* 
tained  a  proportionate  lofs.  The  h&f  indeed,  according  to  very 
recent  intelligence,  was,  that  the  enemy  had  fufFered  to  fuch  an  tx^ 
tent»  as  to  induce  their  General  to'  propofe  the  renewal  of  the 
treaty.  So  hr  as  the  condu£t  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  concerned^ 
he  would  fay,  that  he  conceived  he  a£ied  from  the  pureft  and  heft 
of  motives,  for  the.  good  of  his  country  ;  but  he  mud  alfo  fay,  that 
he  had  not  the  fmalleft  authority  for  entering  into  any  communica* 
tions  with  the  French  General ;  fo  that,  even  were  the  Government 
to  refufe  their  fandton  to  a  treaty  fo  concluded,  they  would  be 
fl/idly  juftified  by  the  law  of  nations.  The  Government,  how- 
ever, adopted  a  different  l\t^  of  condud).  The  moment  it  appeared 
that  a  Brttiih  officer  had  ^  (hare  in  it,  though  unauthorized,  and 
though  the  treaty  was  contrary  to  the  intcrefts  of  this  country,  and 
the  French  had  partly  carried  it  into  execution,  that  moment  they 
gave  orders  to  acquiefcc  in  it;  and  it  was  highly  probable  that,  by 
this  time,  the  very  treaty  which  they  had  difapproved  of^  was- in  a 
train  of  being  executed,  from  a  pundlilious  attention,  that  no  treaty 
in  which  a  Brttifh  officer  was  concerned  (hould  fuffer  any  infringe* 
ment.  From  what  he  had  now  faid,  the  honourable  gentlcmao 
muft  fee,  that  the  produfiion  of  the  inftru^ions  which  he  had  moved 
for,  without  a  variety  of  other  papers,  would  not  afibrd  any  far* 
ther  information  than  the  Houfe  were  already  in  poffedSon  of ;  and 
to  produce,  at  the  prefent  moment,  all  thefe*  papers,  confifting  of 
communications  with  different  officers,  and  our  Ambaifadors  at  the 
Porte  and  the  AiiArian  Court,  and  involving  interefts  of  an  impor- 
taar  and  complicated  nature,  would  be.  attended  with  the  rooft  nu(- 
chicvous  Gonfequences* 

Nn  z 
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Mr.  ROBSOK  firid,  tfaaf  the  whole  qtiefiidn  fecAied  to  tnro 
u^  this,  whedier  the  {aper  he  held  in  bb  hands  (fuf^ofed  M  be  a 
o6pf  ef  thetitaty  between  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  the  Pbrte,  and  Fiance) 
wss  fuflicient  lo  bind  this  country  or.  not  ?  if  not-,  we  weic  at  war, 
he  hidif  with  our  alKes.     If  the  right  lionoarable  Secrctar]^*(Mr. 
Dtindts)  md«nitted  this  treaty,  they  could  come  to  a  coaclufioa  oo 
the  qucftion.     Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  a  Britifli  oflficer  of  confidcr* 
atidn  ;  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  believe  that  he  would  condode 
faeh  a  treaty  unadvifcdly.     He  readily  admitted,  that  there  was  a 
confiderable  difficulty  in  getting  the  French  out  of  Egypt ;  and  the 
Turka  knew  that  too  well,  not  to  fet  a  high  valueoipon  rtieir depart- 
ure.    The  fad  was  this  :  the  treaty  was  made,  brolcen  when  con- 
venient, and  our  alliance  not  rightly  underftood,  or,  if  underftood, 
not  mudi  regarded.     But  it  was  of  a  piece  with  that  wife  and  dig- 
nifled  anfwer  to  Bonaparte  ;-^that  anfwcr  which  had  made  him  the 
|laei(ic»tor  of  Europe,  inftead  of  him  whom  his  honourable  ^friend 
had  formerly  pr^fcd,  His  Majef^y.     This  Ineach  of  trca^  was 
not  unlike  that  which  happened  before  in  Italy  ;  a  fort  would  not 
furrender  to  the  arms  of  the  King  of  Naples,  bat  would  furrendcr 
to  a  Btltl(h.  force  ;  on  fur  rendering,  they  were  all  muidered  by  the 
.  Heapolitans. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  obfc^ed,  that  we  now  knew  the  fofis  of  the 
^ale«  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrt,  in  contemplation  that  a  treaty 
might  be  concluded  between  the  Turks  and  French^  fcnt  out  orders 
to  their  Admital  not  to  obferve  that  treaty.  This  praSice,  he  con- 
tended, was  noc  cdnfonant  to  the  law  of  nations  ;  and  he  put  the 
eaft,  if  during  the  American  war  Lord  Cornwallts's  army  had  fur- 
irendcrid  to  the  Americans  alone,  under  IKpulation  that  they  <hould 
be  allowed  to  Murn  to  Europe,  and  in  this  return  had  been  inter- 
fupted  by  tlie  French,  would  not  that  condufi  have  been  a  violation 
of  the  law  of  nation}^  on  the  part  of  France,  their  alU#r?  and  yet 
that  Was  eaadly  the  prefent  cafe.  But,  even  admitting  that  it  was 
no  breach  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  looking  only  at  the  policy  of 
the  meafure^  what  had  been  the  confequence  i  The  Turks  had  not 
ffebovered  £gyt>^  ^^d  it. was  probable  would  not  during  the«war.— « 
True  it  was,  the  drtginal  orders  were  countermanded,  but  duit  couo* 
ftsinajrid  went  mo  late* 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  tkaf  in  deciding  upon  the  policy 
^  the  condudi  of  the  Britilh  Government  on  this  occafion,  it  was 
fM  very  candid  tO.be  governed  entirely  by  the  events ;  for  bis  own 
Ipart,^  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  warrahted  in  forming  his  juc^pnent 
upon  fuch  a  bafis.  The  honourable  gentleman  appeared  to  him 
(oonfidering  bow  long^  be  had  lived  in  the  world)  to  have  been  veiy 
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htfty  in  imkim  vf  Us  mind  upon  the  Aibjed  ;  for  nndoubtcdly 
there  were  nmny  citcumftances  which  it  wa$  impofliUe  he  fliould 
bencquainted  with,  but  which  it  was  neceflary  to  know  before  a  cor* 
rc6t  judgment  eoald  be  formed.    The  fadb  upon  which  the  honour- 
able gentUman  grounded  his  motion,  all  happened  sifter  Govern- 
tnent  had  committed  the  aA  for  which  he  now  cenfured  them ;  but 
the  whole  foundation  opon  which  he  reftcd  had  been  taken  away  bjr 
what  had  fallen  fn>m  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  rq>lied 
to  him.    It  did.  appear  very  ftrange  to  him,  that  the  Britifli  Govern-^ 
roent  (hould  have  been  guilty  of  aninfradionof  a  treaty  ;  andhe  con* 
fefied  he  was  not  much  inclined  to  give  credit  to  it :  but  the  anfwer 
of  the  righthonourable  gentleman  had  removed  every  doubt  that  could 
pbflibly  exift  upon  the  fubjed;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  ho^ 
nourable  gentleman  himfelf  who  made  the  motion  would  be  candid 
enough  to  confcfs  himfelf  fatisfied,  and  to  withdraw  it.  It  was  clear 
beyond  the  poflibility  of  contradidliony  that  the  orders  fent  to  Lord 
Keith  were  previous  to  the  fanAioning  of  the  trefty  by  Sir  Sidney 
Smith ;  but  as  foon  as  the  Government  of  England  knew  that  iVne  of 
its  officers  had  fan<!%oned  the  treaty,  even  though  by  fo  doing  he  had' 
exceeded  his  power,  they,  with  the  greateft  honour  and  good  faith, 
'agreed  to  its  execution.     The  Englifti  Government  undoubtedly 
aded  wifety,  becaufe  it  was  better  to  facrifice  partial  interefts,  than, 
to  violate  thofe  great  principles  which  ought  always  to  be  held  in* 
vioiable  among  nations.   It  was  upon  thefe  motives  that  the  Britidi 
Mini  Iters  had  aAed  ;  and  they  were,  in  his  opinion,  entitled  to  tte 
higheft  praife,  inftead  of  deferving  the  cenfure  now  propofed.  There 
was  not  iue  Icaft  pretence  for  maintaining  this  motion  upon  the  firft 
gitMind  which  had  been  advanced,  viz.  that  it  was  an  infra£lion  of 
a  treaty  ;  and  as  to  the  other  ground,   viz.  that  Government  had 
aded  in  an  impolitic  manner,  he  did  not  think  the  Houfc  would  be 
qualified  to  decide  upon  it,  even  if  they  had  the  papers  which  were 
now  moved  for.     To  enable  gentlemen  to  judge  iairly  upon  thia 
(\jbjed,  they  ought  to  be  in  poiTeflion  of  all  that  Government  knew 
of  the  ftare  of  the  French  in  Egypt  and  hi  Eurqpe ;  they  ought  to 
know  the  ftate  of  the  Turkifh  foroes,  and  their  finances ;  they  muft 
know  the  ftate  of  oUr  forces ;  they  ought  to  ktiow  many  things 
which  it  was  obviobs  could  not  be  communicated.     In  every  point 
of  view,  therefore,  in  which  this  fubjedk  could  be  confidered,  there 
was  not  the  lead  foundation  for  the  motion.     With  refpe£l  to  the 
Hrh  charge,  viz.  the  infradion  of  the  treaty,  that  had  been  fo  fully 
aniwered,  that  at  feetned  to  be  almoft  given  up  ;  indeed  it  was  itiw 
poOtUe  there  eould  be  a  difference^  of  opinion  upon  the  fubjed  ; 
and  as  to  the  fecond  pait  of  the  queftion,  viz.  whether  Govenunept 
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aAed  with  policy  or  hot,  it  could  be  no  reafon  for  acceding  to  thia 
motion,  bccaufc  the  papers,  if  granted,  would  not  be  ibfficicnc  to 
enable  the  Houfe  to  decide  upon  the  fubjefi. 

Mr.  YORKE  faid,  that  after  what  had  fallerl  from  the  horKMir- 
able  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft«  and  the  right  honourable  Secretarv, 
it  was  unneceflary  for  him  to  trefpafs  upon  the  Houfe  ;  but  be 
would  merely  make  one  obfervatlon  with  refped  to  dates*— -The 
honourable  gentlemen  who  bad  fpoken  on  the  Other  fide  of  che 
Houfe  feemcd  to  have  completely  miftaken  one  fa£l :  they  fcemed 
to  thinly  that  it  was  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  £1  Ariich 
that  Government  fcnt  the  orders  in  queftion  to  Lord  Keith.      This 
was  by  no  means  the  fact,  as  would  appear  by  comparifon  of  dates. 
The  Government  of  England  knew,  from  the  intercepted  letters, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  French  to  deceive  the  Turks  by  a 
(hew  of  negotiation  \  in  confcquence  of  which,  orders  were  fent  to 
our  Commander  in  the  Mcditerrahean  to  countera<fil  their  cfibrts. 
In  this  furclv  it  could  not  be  contended  that  Government  had  not 
aided  properly  and  wifely.     Nobody  could  entertain  a  higher  (7pi> 
nion  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  than  h;  did  ;  ahd  though  he  was  con- 
vinced that  officer  adcd  for  the  bed,  dill  he  did  not  approve  of  his 
condu6l  upon   this  occafion.     He  would  put  a  cafe  :••— fuppofe  an 
officer  fliuuld,  in  fuch  a  (ituation,  a<St  from  motives  of  private  inte- 
reft,  and   pledge  his  country  to  a  treaty,  it  would  not  furely  be 
contended  that  the  country  would  be  bound  by  fuch  a  treaty.      He 
merely  put  this  as  a  poflible  cafe,  without  the  moft  remote  allufion 
to  the  officer  in  queftion,  who  had  upon  fo  many  occafions  honour- 
ably diftingiiiftied  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  who,  he 
^  was  fure,  upon  tiiis  occafion,  as  upon  every  other,  adted  upon  the 
bcft  and  purcft  motives. 

Mr.  ROBSON  explained. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  admitted,  that  the  fafis  ftatcd  by  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  were  corred,  and  that  there  was  no 
ground  for  charging  the  Government  with  an  infradion  of  the 
treaty.  Tliere  was  one  point,  however,  upon  which  he  wi(hed  to 
have  a  little  more  corred  information  ;  and  that  was,  why  it  was 
neceflary  to  fend  out.  thefe  orders,  and  whether  they  were  fent  out 
tD  contradidi  orders  of  a  difterent  tendency  preyioufly  given  i  It 
was  obvious  from  fogie  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  that  the  Turks 
ivere  of  opinion  that  the  Engliih  were  parties  to  the  treaty;  and  this 
appeared  to  him  a  point  upon  which  fome  explanation  was  neceiTary. 
However,  as  the  queftion  ftood  now,  he  did  not  think  there  was 
any  foundation  for  h,  and  therefore  (hould  recommend  to  his  boooor- 
able  friend  to  withdraw  it. 
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SfrWM.  PULTENEY  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  there  wa» 
no  pretence  for  charging  the  Englifli  Government  with  an  infraction 
of  the  treaty  ;  but  there  were  (bme  points  which,  in  his  opinion, 
required  explanation. — He  wiihed  to  know,  whether,  in  cafes  of  al- 
iianceSy  it  was  ufual  for  one  party  hearing  of  one  of  its  allies  being 
about  to  inake  a  treaty,  not  to  remdnftrate  with  the  State  fo  going 
to  make  a  treaty,  but  communicate  in  the  firft  inAance  diredlly  with 
the  enemy  i  Inftead  of  informing  General  Kleber  that  they  would 
not  confent  to  the  negotiation,  he  (hould  have  thought  that  the  re- 
gular way  would  have  been  to  communicate  with  the  Tutkiih  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  honourable  Baronet  had 
taken  for  granted  the  very  reverfe  of  what  was  the  fa6t.     The  ho- 
nourable Baronet  had  aflumed,  as  the  foundation  of  his  queftion, 
that  no  notice  of  the  intention  of  the  Britifli  Government  had  been 
communicated  to  the  Turks.     The  faA  was,  that  at  the  very  time 
the  orders  were  fenc  to  Lord  Keith,  fimilar  infbntiation  was  fent  to 
Lord  Elgin,  His  Majefty's  Minifter  at  Conl&ntinopie,  who  was  of 
courfe  the  proper  perfon  to  communicate  our  intention 'to  theTurkiih 
Government.     And  as   to   the  dired  communication  whiqh  had 
been  made  to  the  enemy,  it  Was  a  proof  not  only  of  the  good  faith, 
but  of  the  fcrupulous  delicacy  wirh  which  the  Britifli  Government 
had  aded.     It  (hewed,  that  even  if  an  event  had  taken  place  by 
which  we  could  not  be  bound,  we  would  not  avail  ourfelves  of  it, 
without  giving  the  enemy  the  carlieft  warning  of  our  intentions.—^ 
There  was  as  little  difficulty  in  anfwering  the  queftion  propofed  by  ^ 
the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hobhoufc)  as  there  was  in  folving 
the  doubts  of  the  honourable  Baronet.     The  honourable  gentleman 
fcemed  to  fuppoTe,  that  it  was  neccifary  to  fend  out  the  orders  in 
queAion  to  Lord  Keith,  in  confequence  of  inflruAions  of  a  contrary 
nature  having  been  previoufly  fent  to  the  noble  Admiral,     ^e  could 
aflure  that  honourable  gentleman,  that  until  it  was  known  that  an 
application  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  French  for  ancgotia* 
tion,  no  authority  had  been  given  ;  and  as  foon  as  it  was  known, 
the  Britifli  Government  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  cxpreffing 
its  determination  on  the  fubjcA.     The  anfwers  which  had  been 
given  to  this  motion  were  fo  full,  that  it  was  almofl  unneceflary 
for  him  to  trefpafs  longer  upon  the  Houfe.     As  to  the  infradion  of 
the  treaty,  it  was  now  given  up  ;  and  with  rcfped  to  the  queftion 
of  policy,  the  Houfe  certainly  could  not  attempt  to  decide  upon  it 
without  being  in  poflefl)on  of  information  which  it  was  obvious 
could  not  now  be  given.     But  upon  thefe  fafis,  which  were  obvious 
to  all  thp  worlds  the  conduft  of  tlie  Sritilh  Government  was  icom- 
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Milieia  Subaltern  Allowance — We(l.IndiaGt>vernor&  Indemnity— 
the  Army  Bread  Supply — the  Bread  Aflize — the  London  Small 
Debts — and  the  Collieries  Regulation  bills* 

.  The  Lords  Commidioncrs  on  this  occafion  were,  the  Lorb 
Qhancellor,  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,,  and  the  Marquis  of 
Salisbury. 

Tiie  Duke  of  Bedford  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  ths 
Houfc  a  lid  of  the  fubfcribers,  and  fuodry  other  documents  relative 
to  the  bill  for  the  edablifliment  of  a  company  for  the  manuiadture 
of  flour,  bread,  &c. ;  all  which  were  ordered. 

,  The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  next  called  the  attention  of  their 
Lordfhips  to  the  rcfolutions  refpedting  inclofure  bills,  the  farther 
conlideration  of  -which  had  been  pbftponed.  This,  he  obferved, 
had  been  partly  done  in  confequence  of  their  not  having  the  report 
of  the  Committee  pf'Waflc  Lands  earlier  up  from  the  Commons; 
and  though  the  particulars  of  the  evidence  given  before  that  Com- 
nuttee,  had  not  yet  been  brought  up,  (Itll,  under  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  and  in  conlideration  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  fubjed  on  a  former  evening,  to  wiuch  he 
had  (ince  mod  attentively  turned  his  mind,  he  deemed  it  proper.  CO 
cqme  forward  then  ;  and,  with  certain  flight  amendments,  which  be 
tl^ught  calculated  to  obviate  the  mod  pointed  objedions,  he  would 
pcefs  the  adoption  oC  the  rcfolntion.  His  Grace  then  expatiated  on 
the  propriety  of  the  Legiflature  fpeedily  taking  fome  fleps  therein  ; 
conMDcnted,  in  detail,  on  what  had  fallen  from  a  learntd  Lord  XHi 
the  woolfack,  and  particularly  adverted  to  the  circumflance  of  the 
penalties  of  perjury  not  attaching  to  thofe  who  made  falfe  afiidavits 
under  the  regulations  in  quedion.  That  was  a  circumflance  much 
to  be  lamented.  However,  the  deficiency,  he  obferved,  might  eaflly 
be  remedied  by  a  future  Icgiflatiye  meafure ;  and  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  fomcthing  of  that  nature  was  fuggefled.  With  re-r 
fpcdi  to  a  general  adt,  his  Grace  feemed  to  agree  in  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in  regard  to  the  efle6t  of  the  ge- 
neral highway  adt.  However,  oh  that  he  did  not  lay  much  ftrefs, 
as  refolutions  ferioufly  agreed  to,  and  thoroughly  underflood  by 
both  Houfes,  he  thought,  would  have  the  defired  cScA  ;  and,  in 
that  view,  he  flioufti  recommend  the  adoption  of  thofe  upon  the 
table.  His  Grace  concluded  by  propofing  fome  amendments  to  the 
firfland  laft  refolution;  vvhkh  fzfkd  fub  Jilentio.  The  refolutions, 
fd  amended,  were  agreed  to,  and  a  meflage  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the 
Commons,  acquainting  diem  that  their  Lord(hip$  had  agreed  to 
fuch  refoiutiona* 
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The  Bifliop  of  ROCHESTER  rcqucftcd  the  attention  of  their 
Lordihips  to  a  very  few  but  important  obfervations,  which  he  fhould 
offer  previous  to  the  order  of  the  day  being  entered  upon.  He 
faid>  the  fubjedt  he  (hould  advert  to,  was  one  which  had  engsigcd 
much  of  the  public  attention,  and*  was  on  that  ground. alone  not  un- 
wonhy  the  confideration  of  that  Houfe.  It  was  rumoured  abroad, 
he  underdood,  that  the  adultery  bill,  which  not  long  fince  puffed  th^t 
Houfe,  had  been  reje6ted  by  the  Commons  without  its  contents  be- 
ing inveftigated,  or  even  fcnt  to  a  Committee.  On  this  report  he 
fhould  make  no  comment,  but  obferve,  that  wich  their  Lor^fliips 
the  bill  experienced  no  fuch  treatment ;  nothing  of  fuch  a  tendency 
had  been  fuggefted  even  by  the  oppofcrs  of  the  bill  ;  all  of  them 
joined  the  fuppotters  of  the  meafure  in  reprobating  the  crime  of 
adultery,  and  in  deeming  it  defcrving  punlflimenr.  Had  it  been  ulti- 
mately rcje^ed  in  that  Houfe,  the  circumftance  of  the  bill's  paffing 
through  its  regular  ftages,  together  with  the  nature  of  the  debatgi 
upon  It,  would  have  prevented  its  going  abroad,  that  tl  e  Houfe  of 
Lords  thought  that  adultery  was  a  thing  which  ought  not  to  be  pu  - 
nifhed  or  prevented  ;  fuch  conclulions  could  not  poffibly  be  drawn. 
With  refpcft  to  the  general  fubjedt,  he  obfcrved,  that  although  for 
the  prefcnt  feffion  the  objefl  of  the  fupporters  of  the  bill  was  out  of 
their  reach,  yet  he  thought  it  proper,  for  th^  confolation  of  the  pub- 
lic, with  regard  to  the  general  interefts  of  morality  and  the  honour 
of  the  Lc^giflature,  to  declare,  however  in  the  prcfent  inftance  the 
bill  was  loft,  its  advocates  would  not  fuffer  the  matter  to  reft. 
What  fpecific  meafores  were  intended  to  be  propofed  he  fhould  not 
fay  ;  but  fomething  certainly  ihould  be  done  by  the  fupporters  of 
the  bill  to  the  fame  general  effcdl.  With  refpedl  to  one  promi- 
nent feature  of  the  bill,  that  which  went  to  retrain  the  marriage  of 
the  aJultrefs,  the  Houfe  had  already  much  in  its  power,  which  it 
would  do  well  to  exert  with  a  reference  to  the  confervation  of  pub- 
lic morals,  and  in  which  view  he  thought  the  public  (hould  ht 
loudly  told,  that  with  refped  to  future  petitions  for  divorce  bills  in 
that  Houfe,  the  ftrifteft  fcrutiny  (hould  obtain,  and  the  merits  of 
each  individual  cafe  ftiould  be  rigidly  invcftigated  ;  and  he  hoped 
that  the  counfel  for  the  petitioners  would  be  given  to  undcrftand, 
that  henceforth  their  Ix^rdftiips  would  expeft  from  them  the  moft 
fubftantial  proof.  He  was  afraid  that  hitherto  the  Houfe  had 
been  rather  too  eafy  in  fuch  cafes  ;  there  had  been  inftances  where 
the  petitioners,  confcious  of  the  injuflice  of  their  cafe,  had  declined 
appearing  at  the  bar.  There  were  other  inftances  within  his  own 
tecolle6Hon,in  which  counfel  having  gone  through  what  they  thought 
adequate  proof  of  their  cafes,  and  being  aiked  what  further  cvi* 

Oo  a 
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deuce  they  had  to  adduce,  exprefled  their  furprife  at  fuch  qtiefiions, 
faying,  it  was  all  they  thought  they  were  expcdicd  to  produce  at 
that  bar— ^that  farther  particulars  might  (hock  the  delicacy  of  their 
Jx>rd(hips,  and  that  amply  detailed  proof  had  been  exhibited  in  the 
ebclefiaftical  and  other  inferior  courts.  He  hoped  another  line  pf 
condudl  would  be  exa^ed  from  thefe  gentlemen  in  future.  With 
refpefl  to  the  proof  oflPered  in  the  ecdcfiadical  courts,  and  duly  laid 
before  that  Houfe,  it  was  merely  to  ihew  that  grounds  exified  for 
entertaining  a  billi  and  no  more  ;<— it  was  npt  for  their  Lordfliips 
to  decide  upon  any  other  than  evidence  offered  at  their  own  bar,. 
He  deenopd  it  proper  to  threw  out  thcfe  obfervations,  to  let  all  con- 
cerned underftand  that  thofe  things  were  in  future  likely  to  undergp 
a  fevere  fcrutiny,  and,  as  far  as  poflible,  to  prevent  any  petitioner 
from  approaching  that  bar,  but  thofe  perfe^y  pure  from  the  impu- 
tation of  coUuiion,  or  other  unjuftifiable  circumflances. 

Lord  HOLLAND  rofe,  in  purfuanceof  the  intitpation  that  be 
had  given  on  a  former  evening,  to  move  for  the  pnxiu^iion  of  what 
tie  confldered  as  an  important  document.  The  late  unfortunate 
events  in  Egypt  were,  he  faid,  of  public  notoriety  ;  and  it  w^s  equally 
notorious  that  to  the  inftru^ions  fent  out  to  the  commander  of  the 
Mediterranean  fleet,  (upon  either  ap  ofiicer  or  an  individual  hp 
meant  not  the  lead  cenfure,)  were  to  be  attributed  the  great  (laughter 
of  bur  allies,  and  the'  poflcflion  of  Egypt  being  fiiU  with  the 
J^rench,  Ht  was  aware  that  it  might  be  objedicd  to  h|m,  that  np 
breach  of  convention  coiild  be  attributed  to  the  commander  of  the 
jieet  in  qucAion :  that,  however,  made  no  part  of  hi^  ponfideratiofi, 
he  only  aikcd  for  information  on  the  fubjedl ;  but  would  obfervcy 
that  it  was  evident  that  whenever  peace  fbould  bp  cppclgded  with 
}*'rance,  if  ever  that  i  ova) uablp  blefling  was  to  be  obtained,  Egypt's 
remaining  in  the  poflcflion  of  the  latter  country  would  be  the  merp 
confequence  of  thefe  infl^rudlions.  If  orders  to  the  efll£t  which  was 
generally  underflood  were  tranftpittpd,  upon  what  poQible  ground^ 
of  policy  or  prudence  could  they  have  been  difl^tcd,  that  had  not 
the  knowledge  of  the  relative  fituations  of  the  contending  powers  in 
Egypt  for  its  guide?  Could  it  be  urged  on  the  part  of  MiniflcrS| 
that  they  pofli:fled  more  local  or  immediate  knowledge  of  the  cirr 
cumftances  in  qupflion  than  did  Sir  Sidney  Smith  ?  He  conceived 
It  difScult,  indeed,  for  Mjniflers  to  avoid  a  great  weight  of  refponiVr 
bility  on  this  occaflon,  and  concluded  by  moving  an  addrefs  to  His 
Majefty,  praying,  '*  That  there  may  be  laid  before  this  Houfe, 
copies  of  the  inflrudlions  fent  out  to  the  commander  of  the  Medi* 
tcrranean  fleet^  relative  to  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  by  the  French 
army.'* 
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Lord  GRENVILLE  expreflTed  his  fatisfaaion  that  he  was  nde 

called  upon  to  juftify  a  breach  of  faith,  as  the  noble  Lord  himfelf 

feemed  to  admit  that  no  breach  of  faith  exided  in  the  cafe.     The 

motion,  however,  was  for  the  production  of  a  paper  which,  he  muft 

contend,  even  had  he  no  objcdion  to  offer  to  its  publicity,  would* 

according  to  the  tendency  of  the  noble  Lord's  argument,  be  fufficient 

to  ground  any  fubfequent  proceeding  of  the  Houfe  upon.     The  cafe 

in  queftion  refened  to  two  points,  and  was  to  be  confidered  partly 

with   regard  to   fubfequent  events,  and  partly  with  refped  to  the 

information  poffcired  by  His  Majedy's  Government.     He  did  not 

conceive  how  the  papers  moved  for  related  to  either  of  thofe,  nor 

confequently  how  they  could  lead  to  the  oonclulion  the  noble  Lord 

wiOicd  to  draw.     Before  their  Lordlhips  could  agree  to  fuch  a  mo» 

lion,  they  fliould  be  prepared  to  fay.  they  would  follow  it  up  while 

the  matter  was  yet  pending  or  in  a  train  of  n^otiation^  and  call 

for  the  particulars  of  what  pafled  ;  or.  to  have  laid  before  them  a 

conjedural  account  of  the  relative  Date  of  the  contending  powers  in 

that  quarter,  or  of  the  means  of  offence  and  defence  poiTefled  by 

each.     If  thofe  were  not  intended,  then  the  ;notion  would  be  at 

lead  nugatory  ;  therefore,  if  fuch  a  one  was  put,  he  held  it  hit 

duty  to  give  it  a  decided  negative,  as  one  improper  to  be  made,  as, 

if  agreed  to,  leading  to  points  which  it  would  be  moft  dangerous  to 

difciofe. 

Lord  HOLLAND  in  reply  contended,  that  it  was  competent  to 
any  Member  of  Parliament  to  move  for  the  produdion  of  any  pa* 
pers  without  the  leaft  reference  to  the  condudl  or  feelings  of  others^ , 
when  he  thought  fuch  produdion  would  tend  to  the  public  good. 
Jn  the  prefent  cafe,  he  faid,  it  refted  with  Minillers  to  prove,  that 
the  publicity  of  the  paper  would  be  detrimental  to  the  public  fer* 
vice;  if  nugatory,  as  the  noble  Lord  contended,  that  would  appear 
on  the  face  of  it ;  and  with  refped  to  fubfequent  events,  which  Mi- 
piftcrs  difclaimed  all  refponfibility  for,  an  inquiry  would  evince 
whether  or  not  thefe  were  in  confequence  of  a  breach  of  the  con^ 
ventioi).  )t  was  a  new  poiition  that  ia  parliamentary  proceedings 
any  particular  ftep  was  to  be  refifted,  or  paper  refufed,  unlefs  they 
were  prepared  to  go  all  lengths :  that  he  muft  pointedly  deny ; 
for,  if  admitted,  the  Houfe  would  give  up  almoft  wholly  that  con* 
fiitutional  principle  of  jealoufy  with  which  it  fliould  uniformly  le^ 
gard  the  condud  of  Minifters.  He  differed  with  the  noble  Lord 
in  every  pofition  he  had  advanced,  and  thought  the  produftion  of 
the  paper  would,  even  on  the  principle  held  out  by  Miniflers,  be 
Sitfeiided  with  Datk>IUll.  sidvantg^e.     He  ftould  tbecefore  peifift  in 
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his  motiofiy  bdt  not  trouble  theii'  Lordfliips  by  taking  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfc  upon  Jr. 

The  order  of  the  day,  on  which  thfc  Lords  were  fammoned,  bdng 
now  iread, 

Lord  HOLLAND  rofe  to  make  his  promifcd  motion  relative 
to  the  prorogation  of  Parliament.     He  obfervcd,  that  however 
'  vridely  he  had  diiFered  from  thofe  who  had  in  the  beginning  of  the 
ptefent  year  ranfacked  didionarics  to  find  out  terms  of  reproach 
againft  the  perfon  who  was  at  the  head  of  affairs  m  France  ^  yet, 
differing  in  opinion  as  he  then  did  from  His  Majel^y's  MiniAers,  he 
Gould  not  with  indifference  behold  one  man,  and  that  man  one  of 
the  firft  military  geniufes  in  'the  world,   in  the  poffcflion  of  greater 
power  than  any  man  ever  polIcfTed  in  Europe  iince  the  days  of 
Charlemagne.     He  believed  that  there  was  not  a  noble  Lord  in 
that  Houfe,  that  there  was  even  one  of  His  Majcfty's  Minifters, 
who  did  not  repent  of  the  anfwer  wMch   had  been  made  to  the 
overtures  that  had  lately  come   from   J*>ancc.     The  condudl  of 
Minifters  in  rejeding  thofe  overtures  was  not  near  f6  cenfurable 
as  thfe  manner  in  which  they  were  rejedtcd.     A  moft  reproachful; 
galling  and    irritating  anfwer   was   fent,  which  could    have  no 
other  efie6t  than  that  of  promoting  the  views  of  Bonaparte  in  the 
fulled  extent.     What  end  could  it  have  anfwcred  to  havc'defired 
Bonaparte  to  give  up  the  power  he  had  ufurped,  and  reOore  the  mo- 
narchy of  France,  the  moft  inveterate  enemy  that  ever  Great  Bri- 
tain had  ?  to  reftore  that  line  of  princes  "  who  had  maintained  the 
country  in  peace  at  home  and  rcfpedlability  abroad.'^     Let  noble 
Jbords  only  fee  how  this  rcfpe<3ability  was  maintained  by  the  illuf- 
trious  defcendant*  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  who  now  filled  the 
throne  of  Spain,  and  by  the  King  of  Naples.     But  what  ^vc^e  the 
confequences  of  this  moft  injudicious  anfwer  ?      It  enabled  Bona- 
parte to  raife  an  immcnfe  army,  by  which  he  had  made  himfelf 
snafter  of  the  moft  important  part  of  Italy,  and  completely  deftroyed 
thehopes;  which  might  othcrwife  have  been  juftly  formed,  of  gain- 
ing a  majority  of  the  people  of  France  to  favour  the  views  of  the 
allies.      When  this  fubjedt  was  difcuflcd  on  a  former  occafion,  it 
was  argued,  that  Bonaparte  was  not  finccre  ;  and  this  was  tlic  pbint 
chiefty  dwelt  on..     If  Minifters  really  thought  at  that  time  that  he 
was  infincere  was  if  not  their  duty  to  cxpofo  his  infinceriry  to  the 
whole  wbrld  ?  and  how  was  that  to  be  done,  but  by  liftening  to  hia 
overtuits  ?     Very  different,  indeed,  was  this  conduct  from  what 
had  been  purfuedby  Minifters  at  the  time  of  the  negotiations  at 
Liflc,  after  which  Hfs  Majefty  declared  he  would  be  always  ready 
to  meet  any  difpofition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  negotiate  at  any 
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future  period.     This  opportuniity  prefented  itfelf,  and  vas  rfqeStd^ 
with  fcem.     This  condud  .was  only  to  be  accounted-  for  by  the 
temper  of  thofc   who  were  the  advifcrs  of  His  Majcfty,  m  whofc 
chara£ter  the  mod  diftinguiflied  feature  was  that  of  being  deprefled 
at  every  reverfc  of  good  foftuney  and  elevated  to  an  unwarranuble. 
pitch  at  every  circumftance  that  turned  out  favourably.     In  thofc 
tnen,  however,  who  had  a£lcd  thus  rafhly  and  injudiciouflyy  Par-* 
liamcnt  had  placed  a  blind  and  Aupid  confidence^  which  he  con- 
tended ought  to  be  withdrawn.      It  was  impofltble  that  fuch  men 
could  ever  negotiate  for  peace  with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  pro* 
voked  and  irritated  by  the  fouled  abufe.     It  was  time  for  Parlia- 
ment to  place  its  confidence  in  other  men.    He  perceived  that  foroe 
noble  Lords  fmiled  at  this  obfervaiion  ;  what  was  he  to  infer  from 
thiSj  but  that  of  its  being  an  expreflion  of  aftonifliment  that  he 
fhould  mention  fuch  a  thing.     Did  the  noble  Secretary  of  State^ 
who  ufed  to  fpeak  in  fuch  high  tones  in  praife  of  the  Con(titution» 
mean  to  iniinuate  that  Parliament  had  not  a  right  to  withdraw  its  ' 
confidence  from  the  Minidcrs  of  the  Crown^  and  recommend  other 
perfons  to  fill  their  places  ?     He  believed  >  if  fuch  a  dodrine  was 
ever  attempted  to  be  maintained,  there  would  be  an  end  of  all  the 
bcft  parts^  of  the  Conflitution,  and'  of  the  Conftitution  itfelf.     It 
was  abfolutely  neceffary,  that,  during  the  important  Events  now 
tranfafling  on  the  Continenr,  the  Parliament  (hould  continue  fitting, 
in  order  to  give  fuch  advice  to  His  Majefty,  and  make  fuch  in* 
quiriesy  as  the  courfe  of  events  (hould  render  necefiary.     He  was 
aware  that  this  would  be  objediied  to,  on  the  ground  of  its  interfer* 
,ing  with  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown:  but  fuch  interference  was 
pe^rfedly  conformable  to  the  prafiice  of  the  Conflitution.     It  might 
alfo  be  objeded  to,  on  the  ground  of  the  perfonal  inconvenience  it 
would  caufe  to  many  noble  Lords ;  but  he  was  fure  that  every 
noble  Lord  who  (bould   think  a  meafure  of  this  kind  ncceilary/ 
would  cheerfully  make  thofe  facrifices  which  the  intereft  of  ^ 
country  might  call  for;  and  he,  affured  ^the  Houfe,  that,  nobody 
would  do  fo  nrKNne  readily,  though  with  more  inconventenoe,  than 
himfelf.     He  thought  it  neceflary  that  Parliament  fhould  continue 
fitting,  not  only  to  be  at  its  poft  during  the  prefent  alarming  crifis, 
but  in  order  to  enter  into  an  inquiry  coticerning  the  conduct  of  Mi- 
nift^rs,  who. had  been  unfuccefsful  in  all  their  military  operations 
againft  the  enemy,  who  had  been  ftill  more  unfuccefsful  with  regard 
to  the  hope9  which  they  taught  the  public  to  entertain  from  the  co^p 
4)peration  of  our  allies,  and  who  had  made  fuch  erroneous  calcula* 
tiona  as  to  their  firength.     He  knew  very  well,  that  no  human 
knowledge  could  foiefce  future  events^  fo  ^  to  tcU  pofitively  ffl^t 
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tifuft  happen.  He  did  hot  find  fault  with  Minifter^  tot  not  forefee^ 
ing  the  events  of  the  campaign ;  but  for  the  very  rcvcrfe — fof  hav- 
ing pretended  to  forefee  that  the  campaign  would  be  favourable. 
Upon  all  thefe  grounds  he  conceived  that  an  inquiry  into  their 
condu6l  was  abfolutely  neceflaryi  and  that»  in  ord^r  that  Parliament 
Ihould  have  an  opportunity  of  inftttuting  it^  it  ought  to  continue 
fitting.  '•  He  (hould  therefore  move^  **  That  an  humble  addref^  be 
prefented  to  His  MajeAy,  praying  that  His  Majcfty  will  he  gra- 

'  cioufly  pleafed  not  to  prorogue  the  Parliament  in  the  prefent  awful 
fituation  of  the  country." 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  what  the 
noble  Lord  had  aigued  with  fo  much  warmthi   might   readily  be 
conceded ;  that  it  was  the  province  of  Parliament  to  watch  over 
the  conduct  of  Miniflers,  and  to  offer  fuch  stdvtce  to  His  Majcfty 
a!(  circumAances  might  call  for^  and  even  to  addrefs  His  Majcfty  for 
their  removal  if  they  faw  fit ;  but  if  his  Lordfliip  meant    that 
It  was  the  province  of  Parliament  to  infpe£i»  dircft,  and  controul 
the  operation  of  war,  he  would  not  fay  merely  that  it  was  more 
advifeaUe  that  the  immediate  fcrvants  of  His  Majcfiy  (hould  un^ 
dertake  this  with  die  rerponfibtlity  attached  to  their  fituation ;  but 
te  muft  aflerti  that  it  would  be  far  better  that  any  five  men  in 
either  Houfe  (hould  undertake  this,  than  that  fuch  deliberations 
fliould  be  dire6lly  carried  on  in  Parliament,  confiituted  in  the  man« 
ner  that  the  two  Houfes  were.     The  noble  Lord  had  complained 
of  what  he  fiyldd  the  miferable  fyfiem  of  confidence  given  to  His 
Majefty's  Minifiers ;  but  this  was  only  equivalent  to  a  wi(h   that 
there  might  be  a  fubftitution  of  confidence  by  a  change  of  adminif- 
tration  ;  for  it  was  eviJent  that  no  Executive  Government  could 
exjft  without  (haring  in  the  confidence  of  Parliament  and  the  pub« 
lie.  The  ulterior  objefl  of  the  prefent  motion  appeared  to  be  nothing 
elfe  than  diat  of  eflTeding  a  change  of  adminifiration  :  and  what 
were  the  charges  that  had  been  adduced  ?     Minifters  had  been 
equally  criminated  for  the  two  extremes  of  obfiinacy  and  of  imbe- 
cility ;  but  what  was  the  fair  and  candid  inference   to  be  drawn 
from  accufations  made  of  fuch  an  oppofite  nature,  but  that,  fieering 
clear  of  each  of  thefe  extremes,  the  mcafures  of  admii^ifiration 
were  guided  by  wifdom  and  moderation  ?     The  noble  Lord  had 
particularly  and  fevcrely  reflefted  on  His  Maje(ty's  Minifters  for 
di(ruading  Parliament  from  liftening  to  the  overtures  of  Bonaparte 
to  open  a  negotiation  for  peace.     The  grounds  on  which  that  re- 

'  fufal  was  built,  were  recorded  by  their  Lordfiiips — [Here  Lord 
Grenville  recapitulated  the  arguments  ufed  on  that  occafion,  de- 
rived from  the  precarious  nature  of  the  new  government  of  Franee 
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to  treat  for,  or  to  maintain^  a  folid  peace^&c.J— But  the  noble  Lord 
had  adverted  to  the  fubfequent  fuccefs  of  Bonaparte,  and  to  his  con-^ 
ti  nuance  in  power  to  the  prefent  period,  and  had  argued  a  want  of 
forefight  in  the  Executive  Government,  in  refufing  to  treat  with 
that  perfon.  To  this  want  of  forefight,  ais  Aated  by  the  noble  Lord,' 
he,  for  one,  was  ready  to  plead  guilty.  He  had  no  hefitation  to 
acknowledge,  that  he  did  not  then  forefee  that  Bonaparte,  efc^iping 
as  he  had  done  from  Egypt,  (hould  arrive  at  fuch  a  critical  period  in 
Paris,  when  the  power  of  the  Dircdlory  was  on  the  wane,  and  when 
he  Ihould  eafily  fucceed  in  ercding  his  military  defpotifm  on  thd 
ruins  thereof.  'He  did  not  then  forefee  the  fubfequent  events  which, 
it  would  fecm,  have  taken  place  in  Italy  ;  ncr  could  it  well  have 
been  apprehended,  that  the  Auftrian  arms,  guided  by  a  military 
commander  of  great  fkill  and  experience,  and  in  poifeiTion  of  fo 
many  ftrong  places,  fhould  have  fuffered  fuch  a  reverfe  of  fortune. 
Nor,  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a  change  of  adminiftration  to-morrow, 
did  he  fuppofe  any  one  man  could  be  found,  who  could  either  fore- 
fee,  or  would  choofc  to  become  rcfponfible  for  particular  events 
which  miglit  occur  in  the  courfe  of  an  extenfive  war,  or  for  the  con- 
dudt  of  our  allies  in  the  profecution  of  it. 

The  noble  Lord  had  likewife  thought  fit  to  affume,  as  the  ground 
of  his  crimination  ofMinifters,  two  things,  which  he  muft  take  the 
liberty  to  deny  ;  the  one  was,  that  the  anfwcr  given  to  the  overtures 
of  Bonaparte  was  of  an  infulting  nature  ;  the  other,  that  the  ac- 
ceptance of  thcfc  overtures  would  have  led  to  a  fecure  peace.  He 
would  not  needlefsly  employ  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  repeating  the 
fubftance  of  that  anfwer,  which  had  met  with  the  -decided  approba- 
tion of  Parliament  in  a  former  debate  upon  that  fubjedl  ;  but  he 
would  advance  a  ftep  farther,  and  tdl  the  noble  Lord,  that  with  all 
the  advantage  he  had  derived  from  the  knowledge  and  experience 
of  fubfequent  events  fince  that  period,  no  other  anfwer  was  proper  to 
be  given,  or  could  have  been  returned.  His  Lord(hip,  adverting 
to  the  rcverfes  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  Auftrian  arms,  faid,  he  muft 
then  do  what  he  had  again  and  again  done  in  that  Houfe,  difclaim 
all  refponfibility  as  to  the  condudl  or  councils  of  foreign  powers  : 
he  could  only  argue  and  decide  from  the  prefent  difpofition  of  their 
Governments,  as  connedled  with  what  appeared  to  be  their  re- 
fpcdlive  interefts.  At  prefent  we  were  not  poffeffed  of  fufficient' 
documents  by  which  to  form  an  accurate  judgment  of  the  fentiments 
and  determination  of  Aufiria  ;'tbe  late  events  in  Italy  had  not  been 
officially  communicated  ;  but  if  it  were  fair  to  form  a  judgment 
from  the  ftatement  given  by  the  enemy's  General  (Berthier)  con* 
ceming  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Marepgo^  it  would  fcem  that. 
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danng  many  houn  of  obftinate  conteft>  the  vifiory,  hung  long  in 
fufpenfe ;  the  refult,  it  was  true,  proved  unfavourable  to  our  allies  ; 
but  had  ft  proved  otherwifc,  as  might  well  have  been  expeded,  he 
thought  little  (hort  of  the  total  ruin  of  the  French  army  muft  have 
enfued.  Was  it  fit  then,  under  all  the  relative  circumftances  in 
which  this  country  was  placed  at  the  pxefent  moment,  that  the 
feflion  of  Parliament  (hould  be  declared  permanent  ;  that  that 
Houfe  (hould  take  the  bufinefs  of  the  Executive  Government  out 
of  its 'hands;  or  that,  from  the  momentary  advantage  which  the 
enemy  had  obtained — not  over  this  country,  bur  over  the  arms  of 
its  allies,  the  fpirit  of  the  country  (hould  be  depreflfed,  its  cfibrts 
paralyfed,  the  line  of  condu3  which  it  had  hitherto  purfued  altered, 
or  the  engagements  which  ic  had  formed  with  its  allies  difannulled 
and  broken  ?  He  could  not  admit  the  idea  for  a  moment,  that  the 
Houfe  would  adopt  fo  monArous  a  propofition.  For  what  purpofc 
then  did  the  noble  Lord  wi(h  the  interference  of  that  Houfe  in  ad* 
drefling  His  Majefty  to  declare  the  fitting  of  Parliament  permanent  i 
Was  it  that  they  might  call  the  Audrian  General  to  their  bar,  and 
decide  on  his  conduct,  and  that  with  a  view  of  deciding,  not  on  his 
condud,  but  on  that  of  His  Majedy's  Minifters  ?  Lord  Grenville 
concluded  with  giving  his  decided  opinion,  that  no  advantage  would 
refult  from  acceding  to  the  prefent  motion  ;  and  that  it  would  only 
ferve  to  convey  to  Europe  the  idea  that  the  fpirit  of  this  coimtry 
was  broken  down,  and  that  it  was  willing  to  yield  to  (defpondcncy. 

Lord  HOLLAND,  in  reply,  remarked  on  the  noble  Lord's  hav- 
ing boafted  of  the  fucccfs  which  had  attended  the  meafures  of  Ad- 
minidration  during  this  war  ;  but  denied  that  any  fuccefs  or  acqui- 
lition  of  territory  in  India  had  compenfated  for  the  difgrace  and  ruin 
which  their  conduct  had  occafiuned  to  this  country  elfewhere.  He 
had  not  charged  on  His  Majefty's  Minifiers  as  a  crime,  that  they 
had  not  forefeen  events  which  had  afterwards  occurred  in  the  pro* 
grefs  of  the  war ;  but  he  did  think  that  they  were  culpable,  if  they 
did  not  take  into  their  calculation  the  probability  of  the  defedlion  of 
our  allies,  as  a  motive  to  induce  them  to  liften  to  propofed  over-^ 
tures  for  a  negotiation  of  peace  ;  and  furely  it  was  a  want  of  that 
forefight  which  prudence  and  wifdom  (hould  have  imparted,  not  to 
perceive  the  probability  that  Faance  would  fucceed  in  her  renewed 
efforts,  in  the  event  of  her  propofed  negotiation  being  broken  off. 

The  queftion  being  called  for,  the  Houfe  divided.  Againft  the 
motion,  26  ;  for  it,  a,     Majority^^s^. 
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*  A  meflage  from  the  Lords  required  the  attendance  of  the  Houfc 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  hear  the  royal  affent  given  to  the  follow- 
ing bills  :  the  Scotch  Diftillery  bill,  the  Stamp  Duty  bill^  and  fc* 
veral  private  bills. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  faid,  it  appeared  from  accounts  that  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  that  a  faving  of  fevcn  or  eight  millions  had 
accrued  to  the  nation  from  the  exchange  which  had  been  made  of 
His  Majefty's  hereditary  property  for  a  permanent  civil  lift.  He 
wiflied  that  the  Houfe  fhould  know  how  that  faving  arofe.  Two 
millions  had  been  faved  during  the  adminiftration  of  Lord  North, 
as  appeared  by  an  account  then  prefented.  From  that  period,  the 
advantage  had  been  progreflive*  He  therefore  moved,  as  a  prelimi* 
nary  meafure,  that  the  account  prefented  by  Lord  Nurrh,  on  the 
9th  of  April  1777,  Ttfpefling  His  Majefty's  hereditary  property, 
fliould  b^  printed.— Ordered. 

Mr.  STURGES  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  further  pro- 
ceeding on  the  New  Foreft  bill.  The  order  was  then  read  for  the 
third  reading. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  JONES  faid,  that  in,  this  bill, 
which  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  were  pafling,  the  public  advantage 
was  in  reality  no'  more  than  a  pretence  :  they  had  another  obje6l  in 
view;  and  that  objefi  was,  to  give  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcafury  an 
influence  in  Hampfliire.  Such  a  bill  as  this  was  brought  in  before  ; 
and  was  thrown  out,  on  the  juft  obje^ions  of  the  tendency  it  had  to 
creA  an  undue  influence,  by  turning  copyhold  eftates  into  freeholds. 
It  had,  befides,  a  dired  tendency  to  attack  the  rights  of  commons, 
&c. ;  and  though  only  one  or  two  petitions  were  received  againft  it, 
yet  it  was  impoftible  not  to  believe,  that  a  confiderable  number  of 
fmall  men,  having  rights  of  common  through  fo  large  a  tra6t  of 
country,  muft  be  aggrieved  and  ruined  by  it.  Such  was  its  ten- 
dency, that  this  ufeful  race  of  men  muft  be  deftroycd  ;  and  this  was 
a  lofs  that  the  country  would  feel  much  more  feverely  than  any  lofs 
from  its  decay  of  timber.  Befidcs,  on  the  very  face  of  the  bill  there 
was  fomething  that  wore  the  air  of  a  job^  giving  all  rights  into  the 
hands  of  commiflioners,  to  be  decided  on  under  the  colour  of  pro- 
curing forage  for  the  deer  in  winter  ;  which,  from  the  fmallnefs  of 
fuch  a  fupply  as  four  hundred  acres  would  furnifti,  he  was  ftrongly 
inclined  to  confider  as  a  complete  job.  He  wouId>  on  thofe  grounds, 
oppofe  its  proceeding  any  further. 
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Mr.  ROSE  faid,  he   felt  himfclf  called  upon,  from  the  dofc 
allufion  made  by  the  honourable  Baronet  to  him,  to  fay  a  few 
words  ;  'and,  firft,  on  the  intcreft  faid  to  be  created  by  this  bill,  he 
would  but  juft  obfcrve,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  honourable 
Baronet,  on  reading  it,  to  fay   that  this  intercft  was  created^      A 
number  of  gentlemen,  having  fmall  tradlsonthe  forces,  were  called 
upon  to  exchange  land  on  the  forcft  for  other  land  ;  and  in  this  he 
(Mr,  Rofe)  Jiad  not  the  remoteft  intereft  that  could  by  any  means 
juftify  fuch  an  affcrtion ;   and  he  defied  either  the  ingenuity  or  ma- 
lice of  man  to  impute,  upon  the  leaft  conGdcration,  (uch  a  charge 
to  him  ;  and  in  this  aflertion  he  hoped  he  would  be  believed.  He 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  he  would  now  aflc 
(in  reference  to  what  counfcl  had  faid)  how  copyholds  were  to  be 
created  ?  how  the  Crown  was  to  have  the  power  of  felling  free- 
holds ?  or  how  the  cottage  was  to  be  put  into  a  worfc  fituation  than 
before  ?  Tiie  bill  was  abfolutcly  ncceffary  for  prefcrving  and    pro- 
moting the  growth  of  timber  in  the  New  Forcft,  by  preventing  the 
injury  it  might  receive  from  the  broufihg  of  deer,  which  does  mate* 
rial  damage  to  the  trees.     The  bill  did  not  throw  the  full  deciiion 
into  the  h^nds  of  commiflioners ;  but  gave  the  choice  of  a  fum- 
inary  dccifion  by  commiflioners  for  the  trial   by  jury.      He  then 
recapitujated  the   further  objcd^ions  ftated  at   the  bar;  which  lie 
explained  and  removed  ;  and  infilled  that  the  bill  gave   no   new 
right,   unlefs  it  could  be  confidcred,  that  what  coQld  before  be  in- 
clofcd  for  timber,  was  now  to  be  inclofcd  for  the  deer  of  the.forcd, 
and  that  did  not  exceed  four  hundred  acres  ;  and  dcfiring  gentlemen 
who"  may  have  property  on  the   borders  of  the  foreft,  to  purchafe 
lots  of  land  on  fair  and  equitable  terms. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  knowing  the  Houfe  was  fhortly  to 
enter  upon  the  difcuflion  of  a  highly  momentous  qucftion,  he  would 
endeavour  to  comprife  within  a  fmall  compafs  his  obfervations 
ag^inft  this  bill.  But  before  he  dated  his  arguments  againft  the 
n^eafure  itfelf,  he  would  beg  leave  to  remove  one  impreflion  which 
might  tend  to  prejudice  the  petitioner  (Mr.  Scott)  who  had  been 
heard  laO  night  at  the  bar.  It  was  faid,  and  it  would  no  doubt  be 
faid  again,  that  there  was  but  one  petitioner  againft  the  bill,  and 
that  the  property  of  tliat  gentleman  was  fo  fmall,  that  he  had  few 
rights  to  lofe.  Mr.  Hobhoufe  declared  that  he  was  perfuaded  the 
Houfe  would  not  (hew  Icfs  attention  to  the  prayer  of  an  individual 
whofe  intcreft  was  inconfiderablc,  than  to  one  whofc  claims  were  of 
a  greater  extent.  He  would  not  hcfiiate  to  make  that  aflertion,  be- 
caufe  he  had  feen  frequent  proofs  of  the  juftice  and  liberality  *of  a 
Britifli  Parliament.     But  the  h&,  was,  that  Mr.  Scott  was  not  the 
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only  petitioner  ;  the  Duchefs  of  Bolton  had  appeared  in  the  fame 
charadter,  and  many  others  would  alfo  have  Aood  forward,  had  they 
been  aware  in  fufficient  time  how  detrimental  this  bill  would  prove 
to  their  property.     Mr.  Scott  had  dated,  in  his  petition,  that  until 
the  30th  of  June  he  had  not  heard  of  the  meafure  now  under  dif* 
cuffion  ;  and  the  Duchefs  of  Bolton  had  aflerted  her  entire  igno- 
rance of  it  until  a  very  few  days  ago.     But  now,  faid  Mr.  Hob- 
houfe,  let  us  attend  to  a  letter  which  I  have  myfelf  received  from  a 
gentleman  who,  though  unknown  to  me,  is  not,  T  dare  fay,  un- 
known to  the  honourable  Secretary  (Mr.  Rofe),  for  ^he  lives  at  no 
•  great  diftancc  from  that  honourable  gentleman.     The  gentleman  ' 
who  has  favoured  me  with  this  letter  is  Mr.  Charles  Biddlecombe, 
of  Burton,  near  Chrift  Church.     Mr.  Hobhoufe  here  read  the  letter 
very  diftlnflly,  which  was  in  the  following  terms : 

TO    HOBHOUSE,    ESQ^  M.    P.  LONDON. 

SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  finccre  thanks,  in  common  w;ith  many 
of  my  friends,  for  your  oppofition  to  the  New  Foreft  bill  now  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  We  feel  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  thus  endea- 
vouring to  prevent  this  unfair  and  unjuft  deprivation  of  our  rights.  Many 
claimants,  together  with  myfelf,  would  have  petitioned  the  Houfe  againft 
the  meafure,  as  Mr.  Scott  did ;  but  the  bill  was  brought  in  without  con* 
'fulting  any  who  have  privileges  attached  to  property  near  the  New  Fo- 
reft, and  was  in  its  fecond  ftage,  £6  that  we  thought  all  oppoiition  would 
be  fruitlefs  ;  and  further  conceived,  as  it  had  gone  through  a  Commit, 
tee,  its  principles  had  been  admitted  to  be  proper.  We  yet  hope  the  bu» 
finefs  may  be  delayed  in  the  Commons  ;  but  if  not,  we  truft  we  yet  have 
an  opportunity  of  prefenting  a  petition  againft  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords* 
As  a  total  ftranger,  I  beg  to  apologize  for  this  intrufton,  and  in  my  name^ 
for  many  friends,  thank  you  for  thus  endeavouring  toprcfcrve  the  privi- 
leges attached  to  our  property  ;  and  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf  your 
yery  obliged,  humble  fervant, 

N  Charles  Biddlecombb. 

Burtorty  near  Cbrtft  Churchy  Ha»fs, 
July  6,    1 800. 

Would  gentlemen  any  longer  feel  furprifed  that  it  was  late  be- 
fore Mr.  Scott's  petition  againft  the  bill  was  prefcnred  to  the  Houfe  r 
He  (Mr.  H.)  well  knew,  that  any  meafure  in  which  His  Majefty 
was  concerned  was  deemed  a  public  matter,  and  therefore  all  pcr- 
fons  were  bound  to  look  after  their  own  rights.  Thus  thofc  whofc 
intcrefts  were  prejudiced  by  this  bill  could  not  in  llrid^nefs  complain 
of  not  having  received  notice  ;  hut  he  thought  that  the  law  required 
amendment  in  that  refpeft.  In  common  applications  to  Parliament 
for  inclofure,  the  fpecific  confent  of  each  individual  having  right  of 
common  was  afkcd.     If  this  were  not  approved  in  cafes  like  the 
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prcTenf,  let  fome  mode  at  lead  be  adopted,  of  making  it  publicly 
known  in  theearlieft  ftage  of  the  proceeding  that  fuch  a  bill,  having 
relation  to  the  King's  forefis  in  fuch  and  fuch  a  diftridl,  was  brought 
before  the  HouTe,  and  that  its  contents  were  to  fuch  and  -fuch  an 
efFedl*     Who  could  have  fuppofed  that  a  bill,  which  appeared  to 
have  for  its  objedt  the  prefervation  of  His  Majefty's  timber  in  the 
^ew  Foreft,  and  theafcertainment  of  the  boundaries  of  the  royal 
efiates,  would  fweep  away,  at  once,  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
which  many  perfons  poflTeiTed,  without  enjoining  the  commiflionersy 
who  were  to  carry  the  adl  into  execution,  to  make  complete  and 
ample   compenfation    for  their    lofs  ?    No   one  dould  have  ima- 
gined that   fuch    an  a6^  of  injuftice  would  be  propofed  to  the 
Houfe  ;  and  well  therefore  might  a  commoner  refiding  near  the 
New  Forcft  feel  fufSciently  fatisfied  (fuppofing  him  to  have  heard  of 
this  bill  through  the  channel  of  the  newfpapers,  which  might  not 
have  been  the  cafe  with  very  many  of  the  perfons  of  that  dcfcrip- 
tion)  that,  at  all  events*  no  right  or  privilege  would  be  taken  away 
from  him  without  a  full  and  adequate  remuneration.     Mr.  Hub- 
houfe  repeated,  that  Parliament  ought  to  pafs  a  law,  requiring  the 
AtiSt  obfervance  of  certain  rules,  adapted  to  give  notoriety  to  bills 
of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  preamble^ 
and  feveral  of  the  provifions.     He  infixed  that  the  allegations  of 
the  preamble  ought  to  have  been  proved  by  evidence  at  the  bar,  or 
by  fome  other  method,  and  not  taken  for  granted.      It  was  alleged 
that  the  timber  and  wood  in  the  forcft  were  not  "  properly  preferved, 
notwithftanding  the   9th  and   loth  of  King  William  ;   and  that 
many  perpreftures,  encroachmeats  and  trefpaffes  were  committed, 
fo  as  to  make  it  neceffary  to  afc<;rtain  the  boundaries  of  the  foreft, 
and  of  the  King's  lands  within  it.**     That  fuch  ftatements  were 
fads,  ought  not  to  have  beenaiTumed.     If  a  bill  were  brought  Into 
the  Houfe  for  the  better  protcdliun  of  the  life  of  His  Majcfty,  and 
the  preamble  affirmed  that  the  life  of  the  Sovereign  was  not  fo  well 
proteded  as  the  life  of  a  fubjcd,  becaufe  two  witnclTcs  were  re- 
quired to  prove  the  killing  in  the  former  cafe,  and  one  only  might 
be  fufficient  in  the  latter,  no  evidence  would  be  neccflfary  to  efia- 
bli(h  the  point  \  it  was  what  every  one  knew,  or  might  know  :  but 
the  preamble  of  the  prefent  l^ill  was  of  a  very  different  nature ; 
how  could  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  feel  aflured  that  proper  care 
was  not  taken  of  the  timber  in  the  foreft,  or  that  encroachments 
had  been  made  upon  the  King's  property,  without  any  teftimony 
whatever  in   fupport  of  thofe  allegations  ?  Mr.  Hobhoufe  hoped 
that  he  was  not  mifunderftood.     He  had  no  objcAion  to  the  pria* 
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ciple  of  the  bilK  Its  profefled  objcA  went  to  the  prefenration  of 
His  MajcAy's  timber,  and  the  proteAion  of  his  lands  from  trefpais. 
This  was  a  good  objedt ;  but  thofe  who  brought  in  the  billo  ughc 
to  have  eftablifhed  the  fads  upon  which  it  was  founded* 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  next  made  fevcral  obfervations  upon  fome  of  tht 
daufeS)  and  particularly  objeficd  to  tbofo  which  inveAed  the  com- 
nulTioners  with  fucb  extenfive  powers.  What  ^  claufe  was  that, 
faid  he,  which  enabled  the  commifTionerSy  if  they  entertained  any 
doubts  of  the  title  of  any  individuali  to  proceed  in  a  fummary  way 
by  the  examination  of  witnefles,  and  to  demand  the  infpefiionand  ex- 
amination of  his  records,  deeds,  and  writings?  Was  not  every  indi- 
yidual  who  might  have  a  fmall  lot  of  property  which  was  fuppofed 
once  to  have  belonged  to  the  Crown,  thus  expofed  to  be  harafled 
and  vexatioufly  treated  by  thefe  conrmiflioners,  who,  although  the 
names  mentioned  in  the  bill  were  truly  refpediable,  might  not  al- 
ways be  men  of  fuch  high  honour  and  integrity  ? 

Befides  this  objeAion  to  the  powers  of  the  commifllioners,  there 
was  another,  which  had  been  properly  infixed  upon  by  the  learned 
petitioner  la  ft  night,  and  appeared  to  be  abfolutely  unanfwerable  t 
He  alluded  to  the  claufe  which,  by  the  loofe  manner  in  which  it  was 
worded,  virtu^ly  deftroyed  the  nullum  tempus  a£l.  It  was  well 
known  that,  by  that  a£l,  (ixty  years  quiet  and  undifturbed  poiTeffion 
was  a  good  title  even  againft  rhc  King,  in  whatever  manner  the 
property  was  originally  acquired.  But  by  this  claufe  a  perfon  who 
had  a  houfe  and  lands,  which  might  have  been  improved  by  his  an- 
ceftors  and  himfelf  at  a  great  expence,  may  be  oufted  after  an  en- 
joyment of  it  for  even  an  hundred  years,  unlefs  he  would  confent 
to  take  a  Icafe  from  the  Crown*  for  property  be  had  been  fo  long 
accuftomed  to  look  upon  as  his  own.  The  words  were— '*  if  the 
faid  commiflioners  (hall  find  that  any  land  within  the  faid  foreft^ 
which  (hall  appear  to  them  to  belong  to  His  Majefty,  hath  been,  for 
twenty  years  #r  fnore^  inclofed  and  enjoyed,  &c.  &c."  He  would 
fubmit  to  the  fupporters  of  the  bill,  whether  terms  of  fuch  extenlive 
import  ought  to  be  allowed  to  remain  ?  if  through  inattention  they 
had  found  their  way  into  it,  ought  they  not  to  be  erafed  ? 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  next  drew  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  claufe 
which  authorizes  the  verderers,  as  foon  as  the  commiflioners  have 
caufed  a  map  to  be  made,  afcertaining  the  boundaries  of  the  King's 
lands  within  the  foceft,  tp  order  ^*  the  abatement  of  an  inclofure,  or 
the  pulling  down  of  any  building,  upon  no  other  fandion  than  this 
map ;  and  fubjeds  any  perfon  who  (hall  retain,  or  attempt  to  retain 
the  poiTeflion  of  any  building  or  inclofure  fo  ordered  to  be  thrown 
open  or  taken  down,  to  an  indifiment  or  iflforn^ation,  and  the  pu- 
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nifhment  of  fine  or  imprifonmcnt,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Court. 
Would  it  not,  he  afked,  have  been  fuffictent  to  have  limited  fo 
firong  a  difcretionary  punifliment  to  an  a^ual  retaining  of  houfc 
and  landy  in  defiance  of  the  order  of  the  Court  ?  A  many  in  whofc 
family  a  fpot  of  land,  with  a  houfe  ere<5led  upon  it,  for  the  fpacei 
perhapsy  of  more  than  too  years,  might  at  fird  (hew  fome  un- 
'willingnefs  to  have  his  little  manfion  dcflroyed,  and  his  lands  difln- 
clofed)  never  having  entertained  a  doubt  that  they  both  belonged  to 
him  rightfully ;and  this  might  be  conftrued  an  "  attempt  to  retain." 
Surely  the  Houfe  would  not  fuffer  proviiions  capable  of  being 
turned  to  fuch  oppreffive  purpofcs  to  Aand  part  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Hobhoul'e  faid,  that  he  ftould  next  oflTer  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  claufe  which  enjorns  the  commimoners  to  inclofe  400  acres  for 
the  purpofe  of  providing  hay  for  the  deer,  and  to  prefervc  xhtm per- 
petually in  that  Aate.  In  that  claufe  not  one  word  was  faid  about 
giving  to  the  commoners  the  value  of  thofc  rights,  of  which  they 
were  to  be  thus  for  ever  plundered.  Two  attempts  had  been  made 
on  a  former  occafion  to  juftify  this  oppreflion,  each  of  which  he 
would  beg  leave,  to  notice.  An  honourable  and  learned  gentlen>an 
(Mr.  Srurges)  had  afferrcd,  that,  under  the  9th  and  lothof  King 
William,  c.  6,  the  Crown  was  permitted  to  inclofe,  firft  2000 
acres,  and  afterwards  200  mere  per  annum  for  twenty  years  fuc- 
ceffivcly ;  that  not  more  than  3300  out  of  the  6000  were  now  in- 
dofcd;  and  that  the  ftatute  of  King  William  dire^cd  no  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  rights  of  commoners.  But  Mr.  Hobhoufc  contended, 
that  King  William's  ftatute  could  not  operate  upon  the  lands  now 
propofed  to  be  inclofed;  bccaufe,  to  make  them  come  within  the  fcope 
of  it,  the  inclofure  (houi^  have  ta^en  place  within  the  limitation  of 
twenty  years.  And  he  farther  added,  that  he  was  not  incliried  to 
imitate  the  injufticeof  that  a<£^.  If  it  took  away  the  rights  of  indi- 
viduals without  bellowing  an  equivalent,  the  principle,  he  would  be 
bold  to  fay,  was  bad,  and  never  (hould  have  his  countenance.  The 
feme  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  had  alfo  called  to  his  aid  the 
20fh  of  Henry  III.  c.  4,  commonly  called  the  Statute  of  Merton  ; 
but  it  appeared  to  anfwer  his  purpqfe  as  little  as  the  a<5l  of  King 
William  which  he  had  adduced.  This  ftatute,  he  *faid,  gave 
to  lords  of  manors  a  poi^xr  to  inclofe  wafte  lands,  fo  that  they  left 
fufficient  for  the  cattle  of  the  commoners  levant  and  couchanty  with- 
otit  regard  to  their  rights.  But,  in  the  firft  place,  fard  Mr.  Hob- 
houfe,  this  ftatute  did  not  comprehend  the  King,  though  a  lord  of 
the  manor,  becaufe  he  was  not  fpecially  named  \  and  the  reafc»n  fbr 
it  he  ta6k  to  be  this :  If  the  King  could  be  operated  upt>n  bene^ 
fcHillj  without  the  infertion  of  his  name  in  the  z&f  then  might  he 
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alfo»  in  other  cafes»  ht  z&ei  upon  riftriSihely.  '  He  would  explain 
himfelf  by  taking  the  prefent  inftance  as  an  example.    If  the  King 
could  take  an  advantage  under  the  (fatute  of  Merton  as  a  lord  of 
manor,  though  the  zA  be  not  ftated  to  extend  to  His  Majefly, 
then  a  bill  brought  into  Parliament,   laying  reftraints  upon  lords 
of  manors,  and,  perhaps,  impoiing  penalties  upon  them,  would  be 
binding  upon  the  King,  unlefs  an  exception  had  been  made  in  his 
favour :  bcfides,  if  the  ftatute  of  Merton  gave  authority  to  the  King, 
as  lord  of  a  manor,  to  inclofe  what  he  pleafed,  fo  that  he  left 
enough  for  the  ufe  of  the  conlmoners,  and  in  this  cafe  enough 
would  be  left,  nbtwithflanding  the  inclofure  of  the  400  acres,  why 
was  this  part  of  the  prefent  bill  introduced  ?    It  ^as  fuperfluous* 
But  ftill  farther ;  he  (Mr.  Houhoufe)  was  not  afraid  to  declare,  and 
no  man  could  better  refiify  the  miAake,  if  he  were  wrong,  than  the 
learned  gentleman,  that  the  fiatute  of  Merton  extended  not  beyond 
comnKm  of  paAure,  (Mr.  Sturges  nodded  aifent,)  and  that  the  land 
indofed  by  the  lord  of  the  manor  was  not. freed  from  common  of 
turbary.    In  that  rcfpeA  the  petitioner  had  faid  that  he  (hould  be 
much  injured,  and  that  the  right  of  digging  turf  for  fuel  within  the 
fbreft  was  of  confiderable  worth  to  his  farmer,  and  therefore  to  him- 
felf i  and  furely  neither  he,  nor  the  many  others  who  were  in  the 
fiune  predicament,  ought  to  be  deprived  of  the  privileges  attached 
to  their  property  in  that  neighbourhood,  Without  receiving  an  ample 
cotnpenfation.    What  firength  then  had  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentlernan  afforded  to  bis  argument  by  an  appeal  to  the  ftatute  of 
Merton } 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  afterwards  adverted  to  the  two  claufes  introduced 
upon  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  a  few  days  ago,  infiead  of  the 
claufe  A,  inferted  upon  the  commitment.  Thcfe  claufes,  he  faid^ 
inflided  a  ftill  heavier  injury  of  the  fame  kind'than  the  perpetual 
inckfure  of  only  400  acres.  The  one  of  them,  which  authorized 
the  alienation  by  fale  of  fmall  parcels  of  land  belonging  to  the 
Crown,  had  no  £iving  withrefpeft  to  the  rights  of  commoners; 
the  oCher,  vAich  permitted  exchanges  of  crown  lands,  to  a  certain 
amount,  for  the  lands  of  any  individual,  had,  in  the  moft  abfolute 
and  fpecific  terms,  deftroyed  thofe  rights,  by  ftating  that  the  party, 
who  had  agreed  to  take  any  of  His  Majefty's  lands  inftead  of  bis 
own,  (hould  hold  them  '*  freed  and  difcharged  from  all  common  of 
pafture,  and  other  rights  of  comnum."  Thus  parts  of  the  fbreft 
might  be  fold  or  exchanged  to  any  amount,  regardlefs  of  the  great 
lob  of  the  commoners ;  for  though,  the  fate  and  exchange  could  not 
be,  in  any  inftance,  of  more  value  than  500I.  yet  there  Was  no  re- 
ftiaint  upon  the  number  of  fuch  tiienations.     Mr.  Hobhoufe  hera 
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took  the  opp  rtunity  of  fupporting  the  remailc  of  his  honourable 
friend  (Sir  F.  Bardett),  and  declared,  that  he  agreed  with  him  m 
thinking,  that  thefe  claufes  were  capable  of  being  converted  to  dcc- 
tionceriog  purpofes.  Many  little  forty  (hilling  freeholders  might 
be  created,  who  might  eafily  be  kept  fubfervient  to  the  will  of  a 
powerful  neighbour.  He  would  not  accufe  the  honourable  Secretary 
of  having  fuch  views  :  he  barely  dated  that  fuch  a  ufe  might  be 
made  of  the  claufes  now  undet  difcuflion. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  now  drew  towards  a  conclufion.  He  prefled  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  to  withdraw  the  bill  for  the  pre* 
fent,  and  introduce  it  in  a  more  perfafi  (hape  at  the  beginning  of 
next  feflion.  If  the  preamble  of  the  bill  contained  no  other  alie-- 
gations  but  what  were  proved  ;  if  the  obnoxious  parts  were  ainended 
or  expunged  ;  and  if,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  juftice,  no 
rights  or  privileges  were  taken  away  without  a  fair  and  fullequiva-* 
lent  in  return,  he  would  make  no  oppolition  to  the  bill ;  but  as  it 
now  flood,  it  (hould  have  his  moft  decided  negative. 

Mr.  STURGES  traced  ^he  bill  throu^  its  whole  procedure, 
and  infifled  that  its  prqgreiii  was  marked  with  deliberation  and 
candour. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  he  thought  a  much  better  ufe  might 
be  made  of  the  forefl  lands  at  this  time  than  was  made  of  them,  by 
drawing  provifions  out  of  them  for  the  fubfiflence  of  the  pcojde  ; 
and  when  he  heard  of  the  incloiing  of  400  acres  out  of.  60,000  for 
railing  hay  for  feeding  deer  in  winter,  he  could  not  but  remark,  that 
to  him  it  looked  like  a  pretence  for  fome  other  purpoTe.  He  called 
upon  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  under  whofe  plan 
thofe  furyeys  had  been  firft  made,  to  fay^  whether  it  was  not  a  re^ 
proach  that  fomething  was  not  dor^  lince  that  period  for  the  good  of 
the  people,  from  thofe  furyeys  of  the  crown  lands  P  This  bill  was 
but  making  the  Crown  a  farmer  to 'feed  deer,  and  was  in  its  nature- 
fo  fubtle,  tha^  he  thought  the  people  could  not  be  amufed  whh  fo 
idle  a  ftory. 

Mr.  H.  BROWNE  defended  the  bill ;  and  the  Houfe  divided 
en  it— Ayes  92^  Noes  21. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  paflcd. 
Mr.  ROBSON  moved  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  hoqfes 
within  the  bills  of  mortality,  St.  Pancras  and  Mary-le-botie,  pay«^ 
ing  taxes  of  uninhabited  houfes,  but  not  included  in  the  poor  rale*. 
Mr.  ROSE  thought 'this  account  could  not  be  made  out ;  and 
if  it  could,  he  did  not  fee  that  it  would  anfwer  the  hoqourable  gen- 
tleman's objeA. 
2 


July  9.]  DEBATES.  099 

Mr.  BUXTON  did  not  fee.  how  the  extra-parochial  boufes  coi^ld 
be  found  in  the  pariChes. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  purpofe  delaying  the  biU  until  this  return  was  made. 

Mr.  JONES  thought  that  every  document  on  a  matter  of  im« 
portance  Ihould  be  furnifhed,  which  could  lead  to  a  right  under- 
Aanding  of  the  bulinefs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  not  perceive  the  ohjeA 
of 'fuch  a  motiony  and  looked  in  vain  for  its  meaning. 

Mr.  ROBSON  faid,  the  objed  was  to  get,  the  extra-parochial 
property  put  on  the  fame  footing  of  taxation  as  the  parochial. 

The  Huuie  divided  on  this  motiQCi*-*Ayes  251  Noes  103. 

Mr.  WESTERN.— :"  Sir,  purfuant  to  the  notice  I  gave  laft 
week,  I  now  rife  to  fubmit  a  motion  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  iro« 
fiortant  fubjedtof  thq  war  in  which  we  are  engaged.  Confidering, 
Sir,  attentively  the  eventful  changes  which  have  taken  jdade  in  Eu« 
irope^fincethe  commencement  of  this  year ;  feeing  that,  even  at.  this 
early  period,  thole  hopes  we  had  vainly  entertained  of  a  brilliant  and 
fuccefsful  campaign  have  in  eifed  completely  vani(hed  ;  feeling  as 
I  do  that  this  Houfe  is  deeply  refponfiblc  to  the  nation  for  having 
fupported  Minifters  in  their  rejofiion  of  overtures  of  peace  in  Janu- 
ary laO,  upon,  grounds  which  have  now  proved  utterly  fallacious  i^ 
Refleding,  Sir,  upon  thefe  moft  impoitant  fubjeds  of  confideration^ 
I  have  upon  the  whole  determined,  that  the  meafure  moft  expedient 
in  the  firft  inftance  to  oiFer  to  the  adoption  of  the  Houfe  is,  that  this 
Houfe  Ihould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfeto 
take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  I  am  aware,  Str> 
from  me  perlbnally,  every  apology  ifr  neceflfary  for  prefuming  to  ad- 
vife  the  line  of  condudl  to  be  purfued  in  a  moment  of  fo  much  in- 
terefi  and  importance  as  this  unqueftionably  is :  and.  Sir,  had  I 
known  at  the  time  I  gave  the  notice  what  I  now  pinderftand  to  be 
the  cafe,  that  one  or  two  honourable  gentlemen  had  it  in  con- 
templation to  propofe  a  fimilar  motion  to  that  I  have  now  the  honour 
to  make,  I  (hould  not  myfelf  have  come  forward  upon  this  occa- 
fion  ;  -I  feel  at  the  fame  time  greatly  relieved  by  the  certainty,  that 
I  (ball  receive  the  full  fupport  of  thofe  honourable  gentlemen, 
whofe  chara^rs  and  abilities  I  well  know  moQ  eminently  com- 
mand the  attention  of  this  Houfe.  In  propofing  that  this  Houfe 
ihould  go  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  upon  the  ftate  of  the  nation, 
I  am  aAuated  by  a  firm  convidion,  that,  conlif^ent  with  the  cha* 
radec  and  duty  of  this  Houfe,  there  exifts  an  abfolute  ncccflity  that 
we  (hould  take  intd  our  deliberate  confidcratbn  thofi;  important  and 
striking  events  which  have  tranipired  fince  tfie  amuntncement'<^ 

Qq  a 
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the  prefent  fcflion.     I  cannot  fee,  indeed,  upon  what  principle  we 
could  be  juftified  in  permitting  the  fcflion  to  elapfe  without  dired- 
ing  our  attention  to  circuroftanccs  which  have  in  ctkck  altered  or 
removed  every  alleged  motive  for  our  cpnduft  at  the  beginning^  c£ 
the  prefent  year.     It  is  evidently  impoflible  to  deny,  that  fince 
we  gave  our  fanAion  and  approbation  to  His  Majefly*s  Minifters  in 
reje^ing  the  overtures  of  the  French  Republic  in  January  laft,  the 
political  Ihte  of  Europe  is  completely  and  entirely  changed  ;  everj 
reafon  that  was  then  urged  by  Minifters  to  induce  us  to  fanAton 
their  mcafures,  now  ceafes  to  exift ;  every  hope,  every  profpeS  they 
held  out  to  usy  is  reverfed  ;  every  prophecy,  every  predidion  they 
made,  has  totally  failed ;  and  we  now  diftin6tly  fee,  that  the  ad- 
vantages we  did  poflefs  have  been  facrificed  either  to  their  pride  and 
raihnefs,  or,  at  all  events,  to  their  miferable  want  of  forefight,  faga- 
city,  and  prudence.     Under  fuch  circumftances,  is  it  too  nmich  to 
fay,  that  it  is  become  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  Parliament  to  re- 
conflder  thofe  opinions  too  readily  adopted  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  to  coniider  how  far  it  is  wife  or  even  pradicable  further  to 
purfue  the  fame  line  of  policy  we  have  approved  ?    Is  it  not  our 
jduty  efpecially  to  coniider  how  far  we  can  be  juflified  in  continu- 
ing that  confidence  in  tlie  King's  Minifters  which  we  have  hitherto 
fo  abundantly  given  them  ?     If,  Sir,  the  important  and  critical  na- 
ture of  your  (ituation  was  fo  ftrongly  impreflfed  upon  the  minds  of 
other  honourable  gentlemen  as  it  is  upon  mine,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult for  me  to  difcover  what  objedion  could  be  uiged  againft  the 
motion  I  have  determined  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe.     In  all  times 
of  difficulty  and  danger,.the  nation  mufi  ever  look  up  to  the  opinion 
of  its  reprefehtatives,  and  rely  for  proteAinn  upon  their  energy  and 
their  wifdom :  it  is  in  fuch  cafes  unqueftionably  one  of  the  mofl 
important  functions  of  Parliament  to  advife  the  Executive,  and, 
when  necefTary,  to  interfere  and  ftop  the  progrefs  of  a  weak  or 
wicked  adminiftration.     Such,  Sir,  I  conceive  to  be  our  immediate 
and  commanding  duty  at  this  moment ;  it  is  our  duty,  I  fay,  to  in- 
ierfcre  by  our  advice,  and  check  the  career  of  a  rafh  and  dcfperate 
Minifter. 

**  But,  Sir,  I  well  know,  upon  all  the  important  fubjefis  for 
our  confideration,  many  honourable  gentlemen  differ  from  me  in 
opinion  materially  and  fundamentally!  and  by  them  I  exped  that 
various  opinions  will  be  iirged  againft  the  motion :  it  will  probably 
be  faid,  that  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  upon  the  ftateof  the 
nation,  would  tend  to  embarafs  the  Executive  Government ;  would 
argue  a  total  want  of  confidence  in  the  Minifters,  and  di&pproba- 
tion  of  their  coodud  ;  that  it  would  infer  a  defponding  idea  of  the 
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iitaation  of  the  country ;  that  it  would  be  incbnfiftent  and  even  con^ 
tradtdory  to<>pin]ons  repeatedly  and  deliberately  given  in  thecourfc 
of  die  prefent  feflion.  Such  are  the  objedions  which  I  have  nodoubr 
vill  be  urged  againft  the  meafure,  but  which,  in  my  opinion^  ought, 
under  prefent  cireumftances»  to  have  ho  weight  whatever  with  the 
Houfe.     In  regard,  Sir»  to  the  latter  objection  1  have  mentioned* 
I  own  I  think  it  completely  anfwered  by  what  I  have  before  dated, 
mmely>  that  the  political  ftate  of  Europe  is  completely  changed, 
and  that  the  fame  fyftem  of  policy,  the  fame  meafures,  can  fcarcdy 
be  wife  and  expedient  now,  which  were  confidered  fo  (ix  months 
ago,  before  chofe  changes  and  events  had  taken  place.     If,  Sir,  it  is 
an  objed^ion  to  the  motion,  that  it  argues  a  want  of  confidence  in 
His  Majefty's  Minil^ers,  and  difapprobation  of  their  mcafures ;  to 
that  objedion  I  fully  plead  guilty,  and  even  admit  that  it  is  k  prin« 
cipal  nK)tive  of  my  conduct  in  bringirig  the  motion  forward.     The 
objedion,  if  fuch  it  can  be  Aated,  I  am  prepared  fairly  to  meet ; 
and.  Sir,  I  will  only  go  back  to  the  commencement  of  this  year  to 
juftify  the  want  of  confidence  I  entertain  in  the  adminif^ration  of 
thofe  honourable  gentlemen.     I  contend  there  is,  within  that  (hort 
period,  the  ftrongefi  grounds  to  prove  their  want  of  fagacity,  wif- 
dom,  atid  prvidence,  and  coofequently  to  queiVion  very  much  the 
fafety  of  the  country  whilft  the  reins  of  Government  continue  in 
their  hands.     The  commencement  of  the  prefent  year  produced  a 
new  aeia  of  the  war :  a  new  Government  had  been  formed  in 
France,  which  aflumed  a  tone  of  moderation  and  defire  of  peace 
very  difierent  from  that  which  charaderifed  any  former  that  had 
prevailed  (ince  the  Revolution.     This  new  Government  fent  over* 
tures  of  peace  to  this  country  in  a  way  that  carried,  I  think,  every 
apprent  mark  of  fincerity,  and  unobje6lionable  as  far  as  the  pro- 
pofal  went :  fuch  a  circumftance  gave  us  a  moft  valuable  opportu^ 
nity  of  treating  with  honour  at  leaft,  and  I  believe  of  concluding  a 
peace  to  greater  advantage  than  we  iball  have  any  chance  of  doing 
again.    The  memorable  anfwer,  Sir,  to  thofe  overtures  is  fo  firongly 
iniprefled  upon  every  man's  mind,  that  I  need  not  particularly  refer 
to  it.     The  determination  was  fixed  and  decided :  upon  no  terms 
whatever  would  His  Majefty's  Miniflers  condefcend .  even  to  treat 
for  peace,  or  hear  the  propoials  which  this  new  Government  of 
France  was  at  that  time  defirous  to  cfftr.     I  ihall  hope  to  hear 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  in  the  courfe  of  to- 
night, whether  he  ftill  adheres  to  this  determination,  and  is  yet  re- 
folved  to  liften  to  no  terms  of  peace  with  the  prefent  exifting  Go- 
vernment in  that  country ';  or  has  he  fuificient  experience  and  evi- 
dence of  facts  to  iiiduce  him  to  revifc  his  former  opinions  }    But, 
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Sio  let  me  aik  the  Houfe,  whether,  to  juftify  (b  eictraardumy  and 
fo  raQi  a  decifion,  it  did  niit  require,  at  leaft,  that  the  Minifter 
Ihould  have  had  the  firongcft  and  fure(t  grounds  to  proceed  upon } 
inftead  of  which  I  will  undertake  to  prove,  in  truth  it  is  indlTput* 
able,  that  the  grounds  and  motives  they  alleged  for  their  OMKiiid 
tiave  turiKd  out  in  every  inftancc  utterly  fallacious*  Before,  Sr,  I 
proceed  to  examine  the  reafons  at  that  time  urged  by  His  M ajefty's 
Miniders,  let  us  for  an  inilant  refled  upon  the  Gtuation  of  ^this 
country  at  the  period  of  that  pacific  difpofition  manifcfted  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy.  We  had  then  been  feven  years  engaged  in  a 
*  war,  unexampled  in  the  deifa-udion  of  the  human  fpecies,  unex- 
ampled in  the  expence  incurred,  and  in  which  every  fucceeding 
campaign  proved  to  us  more  clearly  the  impoffibility  of  effcdling 
thofe  pri^ipal  objedts  which  Minifters  at  different  times  declared 
to  have  in  view.  The  people  of  England,  though  fubmitdr^  with 
extraordinary  fortitude  and  patriotifm,  yet  bending  under  the 
weight  of  enormous  burthens,  prefled  alfo  by  the  moft  <Aix>xious 
Ijpecies  of  taxation  that  ever  was  endured  by  any  nation  upon  earth, 
and,  to  add  to  all,  their  diftreiles  extreme  from  the  fcaicity  of  the 
leafons,  diOrefles  certainly  increafed,  and  indeed  materially,  by  the 
war ;  all  thefe  are  circumAances  which  furely  ought  to  have  weighed 
very  forcibly  upon  the  minds  of  Minifters  in  deciding  the  important 
queftion  of  peace  or  war  ;  and  I  therefore.  Sir,  repeat  my  ailenion, 
that  it  did  peculiarly  require  theilrongefi  and  fared  grounds  to  pro* 
cccd  upon,  in  any  way  to  juftify  the  rejedion  of  fair'overtures  of 
peace  made  to  us  at  that  time  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  •  Let  it  not 
alfo  efcapc  our  recollection,  that  the  extraordinary  mode  in  which 
they  were  rejc6)cd>  tended  to  induce  the  mod  inordinate  fpecies  of 
hoftility,  to  remove  the  profpeA  of  peace  to  a  more  remote  diftance 
xhan  ever,  almoft  to  clofe  the  door  to  peace  with  the  exifting  Go* 
vemment  in  France. 

'<  Now,  Sir,  I  will  (bortly  examine  the  diffefent  circumfiances 
.  which  were  urged  by  Minifters  to  induce  the  Hotife  to  approve  their 
meafures,  and  confidcr  whether  they  have  anfwered  in  any  one 
.point,  cr  rather,  as  I  aflcrt„  whether  they  have  not  entirely  failed 
in  all.  In  the  firft  place,  much  was  fald  in  regard  to  the  chaiader 
of  the  Chief  Conful,  upon  whom  no  reliance  could  be  placed  for 
(the  maintenance  of  any  treaty  or  engagement  thatihould  be  entered 
into  on  his  part.  Then,  Sir,  was  ftated  generally  the  probable  in« 
inability  of  the  Government,  and  great  hopes  were  entertained  of  its 
joverthrow,  founded  upon  the  fuppofed  increafing  ftrcngtb  of  the 
JloyaliA  party.  But,  above  all,  the  greateft  expedattons  were 
formed  from  the  aftonifhing  power  of  the  Emperor  of  Rufliay  and 
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lus  carneft  and  devoted  iceal  in  the  caufe.     Finally,  the  exertions 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  would  exceed  infinitely  thofe  of  any  former 
campaign.     From  all  thefe  circumftances  combined>  hopes  of  the 
moft  brillianl  fuccefles  were  entertained,  fuch  as  placed  beyond  all 
doubt  the  expediency  of  further  profecuting  the  war.     Good  God, 
Sir !  how  completely  have'all  thefe  hopes  and  expectations  vaniihed. 
I  (ball  make  but  few  obfervations  upon   the  miferable  invcdivcs , 
that  were  urged  fo  ftrongly  againft  the  character  of  the  Chief  Conful 
of  France  ;  I  believe  the  friends  of  Minifiers  are  afhamed  of  the 
pitiful  and  perfonal  abufe  in  which  they  fo  abundantly  indulged* 
I  feely  Sir,  little  inclined  myfelf  to  enter  into  anydifcuffion  of  die 
charader  of  General  Bonaparte ;  but  I  will  aflfert,  that  (ince  hb 
poflfeffion  of  the  chief  nuigiftracy  of  France,  he  has  evinced  ability 
and  conduft  that  create  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  in  many 
f  nfVinces  extort  the  unwilling  approbation  of  his  enemies.     I  will 
alfo  aflfert  what  I  am  convinced  is  the  fad,  that  the  people  of  this 
countryi  and  of  Europe  at  large,  ki  fome  degree  founded  their  ex- 
peAations  of  a  general  peace  upon  the  opinion  of  the  wiCdom  and 
moderation  of  his  views  and  principles.  In  regard  generally  to  the 
inftability  of  this  new  Government,  I  think  it  will  not  be  much 
difputed  nowi  that  within  the  (hort  period  of  (ix  or  eight  months  it 
has  given  IcAerable  proofs,  not  only  of  liability,  but,  I  am  forry  to 
add,  that  it  pofleflfes  a  fpeciesof  vigour,  activity,  and  energy,  hardly 
to  be  equalled  by  any  other  of  the  powers  of  Europe.     The  Roy- 
alift  party,  in  fome  meafure,  by  the  effecl  of  conciliation  and  treaty 
upon  moderate  and  liberal  terms,  followed  by  the  moft  vigorous 
meafures  againd  thofe  who  dill  held  out,  was  foon  totally  annitu-* 
lated ;  and  thus  an  early  fpecimen  was  given  at  once  of  the  mo** 
deration,  the  popularity  and  power  of  the  new  Government.    The 
Emperor  of  Ruflia,  upon  whofe  enthufiaftic  zeal  in  the  caufe  fo 
much  reliance  was  placed,  very  foon  feceded  altogether  from  the 
coalitbh ;  and,  not  content  with  that,  we  h%ve  rcafon  to  believe  he 
is  now  conftderably  inclined  to  hodility  againft  this  country.     The 
Emperor  of  Germany,  notwithAanding  the  efibrts  he  has  made,  is 
totally  defeated,  and  at  this  very  moment,  according  to  the  opinions 
of  reoft  men,  i$  about  to  accept  peace  upon  fuch  terms  as  the  yiSto^ 
rious  Chief  Conftd  is  willing  to  give.     In  addition  to  thefe  circum- 
ftanees,  we  have  reafon  to  expe(9^  what  appears  to  me  a  moft  alarm^k 
ingand  important  event  if  it  ihould  take  place,  the  formation  of  an 
aimed  neutrality  amongft  jthe  northern  powers ;-— and  it  is  not  an 
immaterial  conlideration,  that  the  French,  who  had  agreed  to  eva* 
cuate  Egypt,  by  our  folly  and  injuilice,  for  fo  I  ftill  muft  call  it, 
are  perhaps  more  firmly  cftablifhed  there  than  ever— the  Porte 
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alfi>»  our  good  ally,  by  no  means  ddightei)  with  our  condud  upon 
that  occafion. 

''  What  then  remains  of  all  the  hopes  and  proTpeds  which  Mi- 
nifiers  prefented  to  our  view  ?  Are  we  not  difappointed  in  all  ?  Am 
I  not  juftified  in  faying,  every  expedation  has  been  reverfed,  every 
predidion  fiiiled,  and  every  advantage  we  did  poflefs  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  adually  loft  ?•  Can  the  Houfe  do  otherwife  than  doubt 
the  forefighty  the  wifdom  and  fagacity  of  thofe  honourable  gentle- 
men, and  confequently  the  fafety  of  the  country  under  their  direc- 
tion ?  I  aflcrt  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Houfe  to  take  into  its  immediate 
and  full  confideration  the  critical  fituation  of  the  kingdom.  It  is 
otir  doty  to  conlider  how  far  we  can  be  juftified  ill  further  fupport- 
ang  a  fyftem  of  meafures  which  we  have  already  too  long  and  fatally 
adhered  to :  I  repeat,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  coniider  whether  we  can 
be  juftified  in  continuing  that  confidence  in  His  Majefty's  Minifters 
which  we  have  hitherto  fo  abundantly  given  them* 

*^  I  ftated,  Sir,  in  a  former  part  of  my  fpeech,  that  an  objedion 
might  perhaps  be  urged  againft  going  into  a  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
founded  upon  »  notion  that  it  would  infer  a  defponding  idea*  of  the 
fituation  of  the  country  ;  it  is  not  my  intention  to  convey  fuch  an 
idea  ;  and  I  contend,  the  motion,  if  adopted,  would  not  have  that 
tffeSt.  But,  Sir,  I  will  admit  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  wifti  to 
oonvey  ftrongly  to  the  convidion  of  every  man's  mind,  that  our 
fituation  is  critical,  and  that  our  fafety  depends  upon  the  meafures 
we  (ball  purfue.  If  we  determine  obfttnately  to  follow  the  fame 
(yftem  we  have  done,  I  (hall  feel  there  is  in  that  cafe  confiderable 
grounds  of  ferious  apprchenfion  and  alarm. 

**  It  is  impoffible  not  to  take  into  our  contemplatk>n  the  great 
probability  that  exifts  of  peace  being  immediately  concluded  be- 
tween Auftria/and  France.  Suppofe  then  the  Government  of  this 
country  determines  to  perfift  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  inveterate  hoflility 
which  has  fo  ftrongly  marked  the  condudt  of  Minifters  hitherto ; 
fuppofe  France  completely  difengaged  from  all  continental  war,  and 
direding  the  whole  force  of  that  extraordinary  energy  (he  now  pof- 
(cfks  againft  this  country ;  I  have  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  I  (hould  not  confider  our  Htuation  by 
any  means  fecure.  There  is  no  man  entertains  a  more  exalted  and 
proud  opinion  of  the  fuperioriry  of  our  naval  power,'  and  the  vigi- 
lance and  adivity  of  our  brave  and  gallant  tars,  than  I  certainly  do: 
but  we  cannot  command  the  elements ;  and  experience  has  proved 
to  us,  that  notwithftanding  the  protedion  of  our  navy,  France  has 
been  enabled,  in  more  inftaiKcs  than  one,  to  threaten  and  even  in« 
yade  our  ft^>res.     I  repeat  again  then^  if  difengaged  fitm  all  conti* 
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nental  war,  dh'ei^ing  her  %vhoIe  force  aga^ft  this  ceuntiy»  podcffing 
the  vaft  line  of  coafl  that  fhe  now  does,  and  keeping  you  in  per* 
petual  alarm  from  various  points,  I  fee  no  reafon  why,  by  repeated 
cflbrts,  and  the  fecrificc  of  fome  men,  which  is  perhaps  not  re* 
garded,  fhe  may  not  land  con(iderable<  forces  in  our  iifler  kingdom* 
What  the  event  would  be,  if  the  vijflorious  and  veteran  legions  of 
the  Chief  Conful,  led  on  by  the  ableii  oiScers  in  the  world,  Ihould 
obtain  any  (boring  at  this  moment  in  that  country,  I  will  not  now 
anticipate  ;  but  I  believe  there  are  not  two  opinions  upon  the  fob^ 
jed,  as  to  fhe  extreme  diArcfe  and  difficulty  at  leafl  it  muft  in^ 
cvitabfy  occafion :  nor,  Sir,  do  I  fee  what  fhould  prevent  Francs 
from  making  the  attempt.  I  do  believe  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope would  be  glad  to  &e  the  pride  of  this  nation  efle£lual]y  hurn^ 
bled  ;  and  if  the  rulers  of  France  are  guided  by  the  fame  paffions 
which  are  too  apt  to  govern  mankind,  they  will  naturally  be  induced 
to  make  the  tSort.  It  mufl,  I  think,  be  admitted,  that  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Miniftcrs  have  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  goad  and 
irritate  them  to  defperate  and  irreconcileable  hofUlity  againft  thU 
country. 

**  In  regard  to  our  internal  (ituation,  I  by  no  means  wifh  to  un- 
dervalue thofe  wonderful  refources  we  do  polTefs :  but,  Sir,  I  be- 
lieve no  man  who  reflets  at  all,  can  contemplate  the* enormity  of 
our  public  debt,  and  the  immenfe  revenue  we  are  obliged  to  raife^ 
without  feeling  conliderable  emotions  of  alarm,  and  wifhing  moft 
anxioufly  for  a  reduAion  of  that  unbounded  expence  which  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  mud  itill  induce.  It  is  with  extreme  pain  we 
muft  add  to  thofe  burthens  which  already  prefs  upon  the  people,  to 
the  full  extent  they  can  bear  :  and.  Sir,  we  ought  ferioully  to  con*> 
fider  the  increafed  difficulties  they  have  to  encounter,  from  the 
fcarcity  of  almoft  every  article  that  conftitutes  a  ncceffary  of  life* 
Now,  Sh-,  let  us  review  thcfe  circumftanccs,  and  rcfleft  at  the  fame 
time  that  the  people  of  England  ardently  delire  the  refloration  of 
peace.  The  people  of  every  nation  in  Europe  join  in  the  fame 
anxious  wifh.  Every  communication  you  receive  from  Paris,  from 
Vienna,  finom  every  part  of  the  Continent,  breathe  but  one  fenti- 
ment  and  defire  of  peace.  The  people  of  England  hail  the  pi^ofpe£t 
with  joy  and  fatisfad^ton,  even  through  the  defeat  of  our  allies ;  and 
our  public  funds  abfolutely  rife  in  proportion  to  their  difafters,  in 
the  expedation  and  hope  that  we  may  be  compelled  to  make  peace* 
I  will  then  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  to  determine,  whether  we  ought  a 
moment  longer  to  fupport  His  Mejefty^s  Mtniflers  in  continuing  the 
arduous  and  unavailing  contef^.  My  own  individual  opinion  is^ 
that  meafures  fhould  be  taken  for  the  immediate  reftorttionof  pcaoe ; 
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and  I  fee  na  (>bje^on  to  overtures  being  ^nftantly  made  on  the  part 
of  this  couQtry,  Except,  indeed,  that  it  might  wound  the  pride  of 
^hofe  hpnourable  gentiemen  who  at  pre&nt  enjoy  the  confidence  of 
His  Msycfiy  ;  and  yet,  by  the  example  of  their  condii£t  in  the  year 
^797*  I  think  I  could  completely  jufliiy  fudi  a  proceeding.  In 
tbc  year  17971  when  General  Bonaparte  had  conquered  Italy,  and 
Vfhen  preliminaries  of  peace  were  figned  between  Auftria  and 
.]p'rance,  exadtiy  conformable  to  the  convention  entered  into  after 
.the  battle  of  Marengo  between  the  Chief  Conful  and  General 
Mclas,  His  Majefly'»Miniftcrs  took  that  precife  occafion  to  renew 
4hdr  overtures  to  the  French  Diredory,  and  they  ftated  fpecifically 
:«s  thejif  reafon,  the  termination  of  hofliliaea  upon  the  Continent. 
I  ihall  take  the  liberty  of  reading  the  firfi  paragraph  of  the  official 
note  of  Lord  Grenville  upon  that  occafion  to  the  Minifter  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  at  Paris— as  follows : 

•*  The  fignature  of  the  preliminaries  of  a  peace,  the  definirivc 
conclufionof  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  continental  war,  appeiars 
tp  afford  to  the  two  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  a 
natural  opportunity  f  and  nnv  facilities,  for  the  renewal  of  pacific  nego^ 
tiaiioni  between  them  \  a  part  of  the  obftacles  which  might  have  re- 
tarded the  falutary  work  no  longer  exifting,  and  the  interefis  to  be 
,trea^  of  being  fifter  this  event  neither  fo  extenfive  nor  fo  compli- 
cated as  they  were  before/' 

"  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  fee  the  diflference  between  the  cafes  of  that 

period  and  the  prefcnt,  except  u-hat,  under  judicious  management, 

.  lyiight-turn  out  in  favour  of  a  proceeding,  in  fubftance  (imilar,  at  the 

.  prefent  moment.    We  might  perhaps  be  yet  in  time  to  negociate 

jointly  with  our  allies  \  whereas  in  1797  we  were  left  to  continue 

.  the  conted  alone>  or  make  the  bed  terms  we  could  under  the  pecu- 

.  liar  drcumfbrnce  of  being  abandoned  by  evciy  principal  power  in 

Europe  ;  each  of  whom  had  fucceflively  pledged  their  faith  to  us 

in  the  coronion  qnifc,  ^and  tailed  abundantly  of  our  liberality. 

:  Though  it  is  my  decided  opinion,  therefore,  that  we  ought  immedi- 

t  atcly  to  take  meafures  for  the  termination  of  the  parcfent  coftteft, 

yet.  Sir*  I  do  not  mean  at  this  moment  to  propofe  wc  fbould  inter- 

<  fere  with  the  ExecuUve  Government  to  adviie  the  commencement 

of  nqgotintion  ^  the  part  of  this  country  ;  )  think  it  is  incumbent 

.  upon  t^/l^xife,  in  the  firft  infiance,  to  take  into  its  deliberate  con* 

.fidcration  the  critical  fieie  of. the  i^^iWy  and  with  that  view  to  re- 

ffohre  Jtfelf  .into  ^  Committee  )pf  the  whole  Houfe  ;  we  (hall  then 

^  have  an  Qpfn^F^^ity  of  inquiring  upon  what  grounds  His  Majefty's 

^  M|ni(ler%  t{vW|ght  proper  to  rejdA  the  overtures  of  peace  made  by 

,  the  ei^Bi»y '  in  janunry  lafi^  and  what  rcafons  thqr  can  now  allege 

.3 


Jvir  9.3  DEBATES.  307 

»  •  *  ■    •  « 

to  ju(Kfy  their  conduA  upon  that  occafion  ;  what  future  hopes  and 
profpeds  we  can  entertain  in  thefmther  profecution  of  the  war; ' 
whether  any  expedations  can  be  formed  of  any  efficient  or  ad- 
TSBtageous  alKance  with  any  of  the  continental  powers  ;  and  whe* 
Cher  there'  is  not,  on  the  contraiy,  reafian  to  dread,  that  in  the  north 
of  Europe  an  arme4  neutrality  is  forming,  with  hoftile  views  againd 
us ;  we  (ball  then  have  an  opportunity  alfo  of  examming  with  more 
accuracy  the  internal  lituation  and   fefouroes  of  the  country^^ 
Thefe,  Sir,  are  moft  important  Mijt&s  of  coniideration,  which 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  engage  the  immediate  attention  of  Pisrlia* 
meot.     I  therefore  move,  **  That  this  Houfe  do  now  lisfolve  it-* 
fclf  into  a  Comfflittee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  t0  take  into  confideration ' 
the  flate  of  the  nation." 

Mn  HUSSEY  feconded  die  motion. 

Mr.  WiLBERFORCE  faid,  that  after  hearing  attentivdy  the 
fpeech  and  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentfeman,  he  could  noc- 
but  confider  the  real  objeA  of  the  meafure  which  he  bad  propofed^* 
to  be  the  fubverfion  of  all  the  plans  and  the  countcra£lion  of  all' 
the  oonduA  wUch  Minifters  had  adopted  and  the  Hoqfe  had  hi** 
riierto  fanAioned.  The  honourable  gentleman  bad  ftated,  and  it^ 
was  unqueftionably  true,  that  the  fituation  of  the  country  was  at 
prefcnt  highly  critical.  But  the  critical  iituation  of  the  country^' 
though  allowed,  was  not  in  his  c^nion,  of  itfelf,  a  fuffieietit  ground 
on  which  the  motion  could  be  reAed.  The  honouraUe  gentlematv 
confidered  it  in  his  motion  as  ground  of  in<|uiry ;  but,  (eniible  that 
of  idelf  it  would  not  avail,  he  went  much  farther  in  his  aigutnent* 
The. country  might  be  in  a  critical  lituation,  and  yet  it  mi^t  noC 
be  the  province  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  interfere,,  to  difiate 
the  meaftnres  to  be  purfued,  which  ought,  fo  far  as  the  motion  i« 
conceraed«  to  be  taken  for  granted.  In  the  argument,  however^  . 
it  was  dated,  that  on  account  of  the  condud  of  Minifters,  the  h^ 
nourable  gentleman  had  withdrawn '  his  confidence  in  them  :  but 
betaufe  be  had  withdrawn  bis  confidence,  it  was  certainly  prefuming 
a  little  too  mych,  to  fay,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  long 
beeii  of  a  diflFerent  opinion  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  have  with- 
drawn their  confidence  firom  Mintfiers.  It  was  incumbent  on  hiipf 
therefore,  in  the  firfi  place,  to  prove,  that  confidence  ought  to  be  I 
withdrawn  from  Minifiers,  and  that  they  had  juAIy  forfeited  it*  I 
He  perhaps  earricid  his  fentiments  upon  this  point  a  little  farther  I 
than  fome  other  gendemen ;  not  from  his  attachment  to  the-preient  I 
adminiftratbn,  but  from  a  conviAion  that  the  Houfe  (being  necef-  | 
farily  unacquainted  with  plans  formed  and  entered  upon,  not  fur^^  I 
htfhcd  with  pircumAanccs  relatiiig  to  the  means  of  execudng  tbeiH       | 
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plans,  with  the  details  of  opcntions,  with  treaties  prGJa£led  bm  not 
coRcludcdy  and  other  things  of  a  fimilar  nature)  muA  be  in  many 
refpe^s  unqaalified  for  interfering,  with  propriety,  with  the  proper 
and  peculiar  fundions  of  the  Executive  Government.  It  was  ob^ 
vious,  that  there  were  many  cafes  in  which  fuch  interference  nrnft 
be  injurious  ;  and  in  the  prefent  inftancc  he  was  convinced  that  k 
xnuft  be  highly  fix  This  he  would  endeavour  to  prove  on  either 
of  the  three  fup{>o(itions— That  the  war  is  to  be  condnued  ;  that 
negotiations  wqre  to  be  entered  upon  ;  and  'even  that  peace  was  to 
he  (included.  *^  Confider  what  would  be  the  effe<£l  of  adopting 
the  meafure  propo&d,  if  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on,  and  adopting  it 
on^the  grounds  and  principles  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
laid  down.  It  is  evident  that  if  the  Houfe  enters  into  this  Com- 
mittee, th;  firft  refolution  that  will  be  propofed  to  it,  will  be,  to 
inftruS  His  Majefty's  Mlnifters  to  negotiate  for  peace.  But  louft 
not  every  man  fee^  that  for  the  Hoafe  of  Commons  to  give  fucb 
advice,  would  be  at  once  to  fliew,  that  it  had,  withdrawn  all  confi* 
4eBce  from  His  MajeOy's  Minifters,  and  thus  be  moft  prejudicial 
to  this  country,  whether  its  effect  is  coniidercd  as  it  would  aff<^ 
our  allies  or  oar  enemies.  Andj  firA,  what  wuuld  be  its  eScSk. 
upon  our  allies  I  It  has  been  long  the  boaft  of  this  country^  that 
it  has  maintained  the  moft  unfullied  fidelity  in  its  engagements  with. 
its  allies ;  it  has  difplayed  a  fcrupulous  delicacy  in  adhering  to  its 
engagements,. even  more  than  could  be  ftri6\Iy  required  in  fulfilment 
of  moral  obligation.  But  if  now  we  arc  at  once  to  advifc  negocia* 
tipn,  or  even  to  adopt  any  meafure  which  has  this  for  its  ultimate 
tin,  we  (hall  be  departing  from  thofe  principles  which  have  hitherto 
yqgolated  our  condu6t,  and  without  knowing  what  are  the  defigna 
^f  our  allies,  or  their  means  of  fulfilling  their  engagements  to  us» 
by  violating  our  engagements  to  them.  If  our  allies  fbould  yet 
ha?e  the  means  and  the  defire  of  continuing  the  conreft,  would  not 
our  conduct  in  withdrawing  confidence  from  Miniflers,  thusiraihly 
^tid  precipitately,  be  left  without  juilifieation  ?  MiniAers  them* 
felves  have  yet  received  no  documents  by  which  they  can  a(cartai% 
thcfe  points.  They  have  no  documents  now  to  regulate  their  con* 
6uSt  by ;  and  fhall  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  flUl  lefa 
flocans,  prefcribe  what  that  cor^dudl  is  to  be  ?  Still  werfe  will  be 
the  eS[c6k  of  this  meafure  if  the  war  is  to  be  continued,  in  increaGng 
the  triumph  of  our  enemies,  as  it  enables  and  entitles  them  to  caU 
las  a  proftrate  nation,  fubdued,  humiliated,  and  at  their  mercy; 
But,  fuppofing  negotiations  (hall  be  commenced,  and  ev«n  that  they 
Iball  be  continued,  it  would  certainly  be  very  prejudicial  to  ncgo* 
liatiiig  with  advantage  or  procuric^  favourable  tcrm^  that  tho 
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enemy  IhouM  iee  that  Hiv  had  been  So  difjpirited  by  the  reveries  of 
our  allicsy  as  at  onoe  to  be  iodueed  to  de&rt  them,  aod  humbly  to 
fue  to  them  as  the  Lords  of  the  Afcendant."     He  would  aik,  what 
had  this  country  to  apprehend  from  the  greatncfs  of  France  ?     He 
knew  that  there  was  danger  -to  be  apprehended  irovtx  that  country 
in  war,  and  perhaps  ftill  greater  in  peace*     But  he  aould  not  per-* 
ceive  how  chat  danger  was  increafed  at  the  prefent  momenty  fo  as 
to  authorife  the  meafiire  propufed.     The  motion  appeared  to  him 
to  be  pregnant  with  great  danger  to  the  country,  mifchievous  in  its 
tendency,  and  in  fad  mifchicvous  on  the  part  of  .the  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  it.     If  ncgotiatoon  was  proper,  he  would 
aik  the  Houfe  what  reafon  had  been  adduced  to  prove  that  Minif- 
ters  would  not  fee  and  a6l  upon  that  propriety  ?     They  did  ncgo* 
tiate  in  1797,  and  thus  gave  evidence  of  their  willingnefs  to  make 
peace  whenever  they  thought  that  it  could  be  done  with  £ifety  and 
fecurity  to  the  country.     What  rcafons,  he  would  aik,  had  the 
Houfe  now  to  conclude  that  th^  would  not  do  {6  again,  when  cir- 
cttmftances  pointed  out  the  meafure  as  eiq^dieot  ?     They  had  un- 
derftanding  to  difcrimniato  when  thefe  drcumftanoes  e»fted,  and 
he  was  convinced,  that  they  had  integrity  to  decide  and  to  tlA  u^n 
them.     He  would  not  follow   the  honourable  gentleman  through 
the  detaik  of  the  reaibns  which  he  faid  had  been  given  &r  rqeding 
the  overtures  for  negotiation  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefenc 
feiTion.     But  there  was  one  thing  which  he  feemed  entirely  to  for- 
get,  when  he  argued  that  Miniflers  had  reaibned  on  the  inftability  of 
Bonaparte's  power  ;  and  it  was  this,  that  it  was  impoiTible  to  forefeo 
that  his  power  would  be  ftable,  till  time  had  elapfed  to  ibew  upon 
what  grounds  it  refted,  and  whether  he  would  be  able  to  retain  it. 
If  Bonaparte  had  aded  well  iince  he  came  into  power,  he  would 
aik  the  Houie,  what  reaibn  they  had  to  (ay,  that  Miniflers  did  not 
perceive  this,  and  that  they  would  not,  in  regulating  their  conduAj 
take  this  into  consideration  i    *  If  feme  of  the  fchemes  of  the  Mi* 
niAers  or  their  allies  had  failed,  if  they  had  failed  from  want  of  pnk» 
dence  and  precaution  on  the  part  of  Miniilers,  he  would  nor  (ay 
'that  they  were  not  refponiible ;  but  if  they  had  (ailed,  not  from  thia 
caufe,  but  merely  from  circumflances  which  no  prudence  touU 
fbrefee  or  prevent,  from  the  adverfe  fortune  of  war  which  had  nMide 
the  event  of  one  or  two  great  anions  unfavourable,  MiniAers  could 
not  be  blamed  for  this.     It  was  un£ur  and  unreafonaUe.  to  judge 
that  Miniiters  were  undeferving  of  confidence  from  events  fucb  at 
thefe.     He  trufted,  that  adminiilration  would  not  make  any  of  the 
declarations  which  the  honourable  gentleman  called  on  them  to 
naake ,  aod-tbat  the  Houfe  wouldnet  call^m  to  make  peace  be* 
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fire  the  time  ihould  arrrive  when  it  could  be  done  with  fafefy,  and 
when  fuch  tenns  fhould  be  pn)cuired»  that  we  fiiould  nor  ibon  be 
cbliged  to  engage  again  in  war.  On  thefe  grounds  he  wotiid  oppofe 
uie  roouon* 

Mn  MARTIN  faid,  that  the  honourable  ^entLmian  who  had 
juft  fat  down,  had  talked  of  the  refponfibtlity  of  Mmillett  being  a 
ground  for  die  Houfe  not  giving  them  its  advice  as  to  the  meafores 
which  they  ought  to  purfue*  For  his  part,  after  what  he  bad  fixn 
pafs  in  the  country  and  the  Houfe,  for  fome  years  back,  he  had  be- 
come fick  of  the  very  word  refp^Jikility.  <*  They  fay,  you  muft 
not  prefume  to  interfere  with  our  conduA,  by  advifing  us,  becaufe 
we  are  refponfible ;  but  when  it  is  prtfumed  to  inquire  into  their 
condudl,  or  to  cenfure  it,  then  no  more  is  heard  of  their  refpon- 
fibility." 

mV.  W.  smith  faid,  that  his  honourable  friend,  who  had 
ijpoken  lad  but  one,  had  allowed,  e\'en  in  his  oppofftion  to  the  mo- 
tion, that  there  was  a  great  diflerence  made  between  (he  (late  of  af- 
fairs now  ^nd  at  the  beginning  of  the  year*     He  would  contend, 
that  in  the  prcfent  ftate  of  this  cduntry,  and  of  Europe,  fufficicnt 
motives  might  be  found  for  fupporting  the  motion.     His  honour- 
able friend  faid,  that  if  the  Houfe  went  into  a' Committee,  as  pro- 
pofed,  they  mtifl  come  to  a  refolutton  to  in(VraA  flis  Majef^'s  Mi- 
nifters  to  make  peace.     This  was  certainly  by  no  means  a  neceP 
fbry  tonfequcnce  of  going  into  a  Committee;  and  )f  he  were  to 
didatie  the  refolutions  to  be  adopted  by  the  Committee,  no  fiich 
ihould  be  found  among  them.     Though  the  Houfe  were  this  n^t 
to  form  itfelf  into  the  Committee,  it  might  alfo  adjourn  <»ver  till 
nctt  week,  or  till  lime  (faould  be  given  for  accounts  to  be  reoeived 
of  the  difpofitions  and  forces  of  our  allies.     ThelionouraUe  mover 
of  this  meafure  certainly  did  put  his  motion  on  what  he  conceived 
to  be  dangerous  to  the  country,  leaving  the  maiiagement  of  its  af- 
fiiirs  in  the  hands  of  men  whom  he  thought  undefervit)g  of  its  con- 
fidence ;  and  his  honourable  friend  over  the  way  oppofed  the  mo^' 
tion,  on  the  groufid  that  it  was^necefTary,  fir(V,  to  prove  that  Miniflenf 
were  undeferving  of  confidence.     He  agreed  with  both  gentlemen,* 
and  allowed  that  it  was  incumbent  on  thofe  who  argued  on  the  fide 
of  the  queftibn  which  h)e.  meant  to  fupport,  to  ftate  fome  realbns  why 
Mint()ers  weie  not  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  country ;  and 
fccondly,  to  ihew,  that  withdrawing  it  at  this  moment  would  not 
beatendttd  with  any  dangerous  or  evil  confequences  to  the  country. 
In  the  firft  place,  he  allowed,  that  the  want  of  fuccefs  alone  would 
not  juftify  the  withdrawing  of  confidence  from  Miniften.     But  if 
the  want  of  fucoefs  arofe  from  caufes  which  naturally  produce- it^' 
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9nd  If  chpCe  oofeft  continued  fo  operate^  ^bcn  that  confidence  ought 
no  longer  to  bf  granted*     Tbeie  were  fevend  grounds  of  confidence 
upon  which  he  would  try  die  pretenfions  of  Minifiers  to  the  confi* 
dencc  of  the  countiy.    ift>  Had  they  difplayed  a  knowledge  of,  and 
capacity  to  appreciate  men's  charadiers  ?     He  would  try  them  on 
this  pointy  both  as  to  allies  and  enemies.     What  was  to  be  inferred, 
on  this  point  from  their  condud  to  the  King  cS  Pniffia  in  the  be« 
cinning  of  the  war  i     They  continued  to  fubfidize  himi  notwith-* 
itanding  the  afTurances   ^ven  them,  that  he  only  waited  a  fa« 
yourable  opportunity  for  defcrting  our  alliance ;  and  after  he  had 
received  a)!  our  fnbfidies,  he  did,  notwithftanding  the  affuvances  of 
Minifters  to  the  contrary,  defert  our  alliance.    Paffiiig  over  a  num- 
ber of  other  inftances,  let  us  fee  what  was  their  ground  to  this  claim 
of  confidence.     With  regard  to  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  th^  de- 
clared him  to  be  our  mod  magnanimous  and  difinteteded  ally.     He 
would  be  glad  to  know,  if  by  dying  fo,  they  have  difplayed  any 
knowledge  of  bis  charaAer  ?     He  had  not  only  defcrted  the  alli- 
ance, but,  as  was  alleged,  on  the  very  account  we  had  fome  difier* 
ence  with  him  as  to  his  intereft  in  keeping  poffci&on  of  Malta^ 
(hould  we  obtain  poiTcffion  of  that  tr^^ing  ifland.     If  this  were 
true,  furely  it  was  not  very  confiftent  with  the  pretended  difintereft- 
ednefs  of  his  charaAer.  Farther,  what  fagacity^  in  reading  men's  cha- 
radlers  had  Minifters  difplayed  in  the  eftimate  they  had  made  of 
thofe  of  our  enemies  ?     He  would  (ay  nothing  of  the  character  of 
.Bonaparte,  but  would  leave  it  to  (land  or  fall  upon  its  merits.     It 
would  not,  however,  be  too  much  to  fay  refpeding  this  point,  thai 
.  every  man  muft  be  convinced,  that  Miniflcrs  repented^  would  will- 
ingly retrad,  and  wilbed  that  they  could  efiace  from  their  own  me- 
mories, and  thofe  of  others,  the  vk>lent  inve^iives  which  they  had 
fo  liberally  lavtfhed  upon  it.     A  fccond  ground  of  confidence  in 
.Miniftcrs,    and  a  fccond  criterion   by   which   dieir  claims   on 
the  confidence  of  the  country  ought  to  be  efiimated,  was  their 
(kill  in  prediding  events.     In  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  fefiion 
550,0001.  had  been  voted  in  fubfidies  to  the  Eledor  of  Bavariai  a 
I^nce  whom  every  perfon,  even  of  common  information  and  de* 
ccrnmenr,  (aw  only  waiting  to  join  the  firotf  ell  party,  and  who  had 
given  no  afliftance  in  return  Soi  our  nMmey.     Had  they  been  right 
in  any  one  prediSion  that  they  had  made  of  any  event  which  had 
taken  place  over  all  Europe  7     Had  th^  been  right  in  their  pre- 
didiun  of  events  in  Italy  ?     Had  tbqr  been  r^t  in  their  predict 
tion  of  evems  in  Egypt )     Had  they  been  right  in  their  piedidiona 
as  tp  the  infurreAions  which  were  to  take  place  in  France,  with 
regard  to  the  dtfitfmiitttion  of  the  French  armies,  of  the  French 
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Unttt^e^t  <yr  OT  Ae  fhbility  of  the  new  govemitient  ?'    Another  qna*^ 
Hlication  wMch  woti!d  entitle  Miniilera  to  confideneci  and  by  which 
their  claims  were  to  be  tried,  waS|  their  tiavfng  taken  advantageof  great 
poKtical  conjundurcs.  '  Had  MinlAers  done  this  ?  they  had  ncyrcr 
negotiated  except  when,  by  their  own  confeflion,  they  were  drhresi 
to  k.  When  they  ftood  as  it  were  on  the  vantage  ground,  and  could 
have  negotiated  on  favourable  terms,  they  rejc6led  all  ovfrtures  for 
negotiation.     At  the  time  when  we  refufed  to  If  Aen  to  Bonaparte's 
cnrertiiyes,  the  afl&irs  of  our  aVltes  were  certainly  very  different  from 
what  they  are  now ;  but  we  then  played  the  part  of  a  defperate 
gameAer,  who,  having  gained  every  thing  that  could  be  oonlidered 
at  gain,  and  having  only  a  defire  to  obtain  (bmething  more,  whieh  is 
Ttally  of  no  confeqence,  rifks  all  his  advantages  upon  the  caft  of  a 
ikigle  die.     One  of  the  traits  rn   the  charadler  of  WiUiam  III. 
which  had  been  moft  celebrated,  was  the  faculty  which  he  pofleflfed 
•f  keeping  together  with  very  flcnder  means  a  great  confederacy, 
and  uniting  their  efibrts  for  the  attainment  of  one  end.     At  firH^, 
we  had'  the  advantage  of  being  confederaied  in  the  war  with  almoft 
all  the  powers  of  Europe  ;  but  their  efibrts  had  never  been  direded 
to  one  point.     One  power  had  one  objeA  in  view,  and  anodier 
power  profeiled  another  object ;  till,  fome  from  one  caufe,  and 
feme  from  another,  they  had  been  continually  dropping  ofF  from 
the  alliance*— The  confederacy,   broken  to  pieces  of  itfelf— yi/x 
viritus  ruit.     Another  point  in  which  Minifters  had  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  the  country  was,  that  in  other  refpeds  beiide  thefe 
which  he  had  mentioned,  they  had  not  taken  advantage  of  the  ion* 
menfe  means  that  had  been  at  their  difpofal.     He  could  give  little 
eredtt  to  them  for  raifing  the  money  which  had  put  thefe  means  at 
their  difpofal ; '  for  it  was  but  fmall  merit  to  them,  that  the  country 
had  been  able  to  furnrlH  them  with  fuch  immenfe  fupplies.     The 
i^ht  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  frequently  of  the  great  ad* 
vantages  refulting  from  what  he  called  the  folid  fyftem  of  finance, 
which  he  had  introduced  in  the  income  tax  :  but  in  his  opinion  this 
ought  to  have  been  the  taft  means  reforted  to,  as  it  wasoppreflive  and 
grievous  in  its  nature  ;  neither  was  it  a  new  fyftem  ;  for  we  find  ic 
adopted  under  the  old  government  of  France,  in  vingtiemes  and  dia- 
iemes  Thefe  taxes  were  originally  impofed  by  Louis  XIV.  in  themidfl 
of  his  career  of  ambition  and  conqueft ;  and  even  then,  in  France,  they 
were  coniidere^  as  oppreflive  :  now  then,  where  was  the  merit  of 
raifing  money,  when  fuch  oppreflive  meafurea  were  reforted  to?  But 
what  had  been  done  with  the  money  fo  raifed  ?  The  votes  for  the  navy 
and  army  for  the  two  laft  years  were  between  20  and  24  millions; 
and  with  this  nothing  had  been  done  but  defending  die  counoyi 
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and  carrying  ocrthe  Dutch  expedition.     He  would  allow,  th^t  de- 
fence was  a  great  objed,  if  the  French  fleers  had  no^  been  entirely 
inadequate  to  meet  ours  in  open  fea,  and  if  the  French  land  force 
had  not  had  ample  employment  in  another  quarter.    As  to  the 
Dutch  expedition, tthe  right  honourable  gentleman  might  fay  that 
we  gained  great  honour  by  it*;  *but  not  a  man  in  the  country  could 
lay  his  hand  on  his  heart  and  join  him  in  that  opinion.     For  thcfe 
reafons  he  thought  the  Houfe  would  be  ju(^i(icd  in  withdrawing 
their  confidence  from  Minifters.     But  what  would  be  the  ctkSt  of 
this  i     It  might  be  anfwercd,  in  the  firfi  place,  the  appointment  of 
others  in  their  room.     Ho  would  a(k,  if  they  were  the  only  or  beft 
men  in  the  world  for  carrying  on  the  war  f   The  manner  in  which 
they  had  hitherto  conducted  it  argu(;d  little  in  ihtxr  favour  on  this 
point ;  for  fureiy  it  could  not  be  pretended,  that  they  had  carried 
it  on  fuccefsfuUy.     If  they  were  not  the  beft  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  he  might  next  venture  to  aAc,  if  they  were  not  the  worft  pof* 
Able  for  making  peace  ?     They  had  argued  all  along,   that  peace 
with  France  would  be  a  great  evil ;  that  there  was  mote,  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  it  than  from  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  that 
we  ought  not  to  make  peace  with  that  power  under  her  prefent  go- 
vernment, without  being  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity.     Were  the 
prefent  Minifters  then  topropofe  to  negotiate  with  France,  it  would 
be  publifliing  to  the  enemy  that  we  were  reduced,  to  the  lad  ex- 
tremity.    The  honourable  gentleman  (^4r.  Wilberforce)  had  faid, 
that  if  peace  were  expedient  and  proper^  Mintflcrs  would  fee  this 
expediency  and  propriety,  and  would  z&  upon  it :  but  their  feeing 
this  expediency  did  not  remove  the  objedion  that  they,  were  the 
mod  improper  perfons  to  treat.     Minifters  have  piqued  themfelves 
very  much  on  the  fupport  they  had  received  in  the  opimona^of  the 
people  of  this  country  ;  but  if  they  would  examine,   they  would 
find  that  the  moft  unequivocal  defire  of  peace  prevailed  among 
eveiy  clafs  of  men.     Among  monied  men  particularly,  the  fymp- 
tomsof  this  deiire  were  difcoverable.     Min^ders  had  always  re* 
prefentcd  this  war  as  carried  on  for  religion  and  focial  order  ;  but 
in  the  confideration  of  monied  men  thefe  objects  were  not  either  of 
fo  much  importance,  or  fo  much  in  danger,  as  materially  to  afieft 
their  opinions  ;  for  whenever  the  flighteft  ground  was  given  for 
fuppofing  that   negotiations  would  be  entered  into,  or  that  peace 
w;buld  be  concluded,  the  credit  and  confidence  of  the  country  had 
riien  in  proportion.     By  the  credit  of  the  country  he  meant,  and 
he  believed  it  was  generally  underftood  that  this  expreflion  was 
fynonimous  with,  the  public  funds.     On  a  late  occafion,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  boafted,  that  at  no  period  fince  the  com« 
Vqu  ml  S  s 
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menoement  of  the  war  had  the  credit  of  the  country  been  h  hi^ 
He  could  now  tell  hini»  and  it  was  a  well-known  h&f  that  fincft 
the  late  news  arrived»  this  credit  had  become  flill  higher,  from  the 
impreffion  that  Minifters  would  be  driven  to  make  peace ;  and  if 
to-morrow  news  (bould  arrive^  that  tUe  Emperor  had  ligncd  tho 
preliminaries  of  peace  with  FraiKc,  and  it  (hould  appear  that  Mi* 
nifters  had,  even  under  the  piefcnt  adverfe  circumifanoes,  fent  a 
courier  to  Bonaparte  'to  inform  him  of  their  willii^efs  to  nego* 
tiate,  the  funds  would  yet  rife  in  a  much  greater  degree.  The 
precedent  of  the  American  war  appeared  to  him  to  be  in  point  ta 
out  prefent  fituation.     He  was  aware  that« 

— — —  Facies  non  omnibiu  una 
Nee  diverfa  tamen* 

But  he  Was  afraid,  'that  if  we  perfifted,  the  Iflue  of  that  war  would 
be  only  a  fample  of  what  would  be  the  termination  of  this.  Tben» 
indeed,  this  country  would  ftand  in  a  moft  difgraceful  fituation ;  for 
ft  mufl  be  a  difgrace  if,  through  the  fault  of  the  Statcfmen  to  whom 
the  allairs  of  this  great  nation  were  entrufled,  and  who  had  had  the 
complete  difpofal  of  its  means  and  force»  it  (hould  be  reduced  to 
terminate  the  war  only  in  fuch  circumftances  as  Minifters  them* 
felves.reprefent  as  the  only  circumAances  which  can  juftify  nqgod* 
ation.  On  thefe  grounds  principally,  Mr.  W.  Smith  voted  in 
fupport  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  obferved,  that  however  improper  he  might 
conlider  this  motion  at  the  prefent  time,  or  in  the  prefent  circXim* 
ffainces,  a  time  might  come,  and  circumftances  might  exift,  when 
fuch  a  difcuffion  would  become  neceifary ;  and  were  he  then  to  en* 
ter  into  that  difcuffion,  he  would  turn  his  attention  to  one  fide  of 
the  qiieftion  which  gentlemen  feemed  entirely  to  have  foigotten. 
Tliere  were  dangers  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war ;  and  thoi^h  the 
country  could  never  be  in  both  at  ttic  fame  time,  but  muft  be  either 
in  a  Aate  of  war  or  a  ftate  of  peace,  in  difcuffing  the  queftidn  of 
peace  or  war,  it  was  ncceflfary  to  coniider  and  eftimate  the  dangers 
of  both.  This  country  was  now  in  a  ftate  of  war ;  confequently,  at 
prefent  we  only  felt  the  calamities  of  war,  and  the  dangers  of  peace 
were  overlooked  and  forgotten.  But  there  muft  be  dangers  in 
peace,  or  elfe  war  would  never  be  neceflary,  and  no  nation  could 
ever  be  juftified  in  running  into  it.  Therefore,  in  difcufling  Ae 
qucftion  of  peace  or  war,  whether  it  was,  that  the  nation  being  at 
peace,  it  was  propofed  to  enter  into  war,  or  that,  the  nation  being 
ei^g^ged  in  war,  it  was  propofed  to  make  peace,  it  was  neceflary 
that  the  darijers  of  peace  in  the  one  cafq  Ihould  t)e  cnforccd|  tit 
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this  could  be  the  fole  jiif^iflcation  of  going  to  wai'^-^nci  in  the  bther^ 
duly  confidered,  that  the  country  might  not  be  involved  in  greater 
dai^r  dian  that  in  which  it  was  placed  in  the  ftate  of  war«     For 
his  own  party  however  fanguine  his  hopes/ and  hoover  earneft  htfl 
wrfhes  had  been  at  times  during  this  war  for  peace,  and  he  cort* 
fefled  that  he  wifflied  as  earneftly  for  peace  as  any  man,  yet  he  had 
never  confidercd  it  as  remarkably  defirable,  without  the  reftoratioit 
of  fuch  a  government  in  France  as  he  had  often  ocprefled  his  widi 
to  fee  eftablifhed  in  that  country  ;  becaufe,  without  this,  he  feared 
that  any  peace  would  be  infecure  and  dangerous.   The  only  ground 
that  had  been  ftated  againft  this,  was  general  declamation  on  the 
fuperior  advantages  of  peaca  ;  that  it   was  the  leaft  of  two  evils^ 
mnd  on  the  principle  of  Pax  potior  hello.     Were  he  then  to  dilciiA 
the  (jueftion,  his  attention  would  be  direfied  as  well  to  the  dangem 
of  peace  as  the  evils  of  war,  that  the  ftatement  might  be  fair,  and 
full  grounds  given  upon  which  to  decide.     But  he  would  not  at  pre* 
fent  go  into  this  point.     The  queftion  of  j>eace  or  war  was  properly 
(he  bufinefs  and  the  fundion  of  the  Exei^utive  Government ;  at  tbe 
fame  time,  the  right  of  the  Houfe  to  examine  into  the  condud  d 
the  Executive  Government,  to  fup^rintend  its  meafures,  and  to  givo 
Its  advice,  no  perfon  would  or  could  difpute.     But  there  wa$  g^  fait 
queftion  jfor  difcuflion  in  the  Houfe,  before  it  confented  fo  to  inter- 
fere ;  whether  or  not  its^  interference  was  expedient,  proper,  ^and 
juflifiable?     If  the  exigence  of  an  important  crifis  alone  were  a  fuf« 
ficient  rea(on  for  this  interference,  and  for  adopting  meafures  of  the 
kind  now  propofed,  the  Houfe  might  be  in  a  perpetual  Committee  j; 
not  a  battle  fought,  nor  a  treaty  concluded,  nor  the  defertion  of  an 
ally,  but  might  be  made  the  ground  ofia  motion  for  the  Houfe  te* 
Iblving  into  a  Committee  on  the  ftate  of  the  nation.     It  might  be 
continually  giving  its  advice  to  the  Executive,  and,  in  fhort,  the 
Government  would  be  in  aconftant  commiffion.     To  juftify  fuch.91 
ihotion,  there  not  only  muft  fuch  a  criiis  exift,  but  fome  probable 
ground  muft  be  given  for  inferring  that  the  Government  would  not 
ad  wifely  ;  and  this  could  only  be  done  by  proving  that  there  had 
been  a  delinquency  in  its  previous  condu£t.     But  even  this  would 
not  be  fufficient  to  authorize  fuch  an  interference  as  that  now  pro* 
pofedi  becaufe,  as  the  removal  of  Minifters  would  follow  its  adop* 
tion^  it  muft  be  proved,  that  the  delinquency  was  fo  great  as  to  re* 
quire   their  removal,  and  that  the  crifis  is  fp  urgent  as  to  require 
the  interference  of  the  Houfe  to  efFcdl  this  removal  more  fpeedily 
than  the  clnnge  could  be  cffefted  in  the  ufual  way.     The  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  ftated  fome  grounds,  on  which  he  argued  that 
cunftdence  ought  to  be  withdrawn  from  Minifters,     lit.  That  th^ 
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had  judged'  ill  of  perfons,  both  allies  and  enemies.     2d,  That  thej 
had  pr.didtcd  fall'ely  of  events.    3d,  That  they  had  failed  in  taking 
advantage  of  important  conjun^ures,  and  of  making  the  moft  of 
the  means  in  their  power.     Thefe  points  he  would  review,  and 
lightly  touch  upon.     l)pon  their  judging  iil  of  perfons,  he  inftanoed 
lirft  the  King  of  Proflia  ;  but  he  rouftpremife,  that  except  frequent 
inftances  were  given,  nothing  ought  to  be  deduced  from  a  (ingle  di£- 
appointment.     It  was  faid  that  we  fublidized  him,  and  that  he  de- 
ferted  us.     True,  we  did  fubfidize  him  ;  but  did  wc  not  receive  at 
the  time  full  compenfation  for  that  fubfidy  ?  We  had  fublidized 
Auftria  too.     But  had  it  not  happened,  that  with  the  allies  which 
we  had  had,  and  the  fubfidies  we  had  given  to  them,  though  fomeof 
them,  as  in  the  nature  of  all  human  things  might  be  cxpe£)ed,  had 
proved  more  faith/ul  thfXn  others  ;  though  fome  of  them  had  from 
time  to  timedeferted  us,  and  others  wavered,  we  had  been  enabled 
to  weather  every  ftorm  that  had  threatened  our  exiftencc?  Gentlemen 
talked  loudly  and  infixed  largely  on  their  fubfidies.     They  were 
'continually  talking  of  their  money  given.     He  thought  that  they 
might  find  fome  other  more  worthy  fubjccSs  to  dwell  upon,  in  the 
exertions  and  in  the  fpirit  of  the  country,  than  its  money.     But  had 
they  not  had   their  money's   worth  of  aflirtance  ?  Had  not  what 
money  we  had  advanced  to  Auftria  been  fully  repaid  by  Auftria  ? 
.Gentlemen  argued  that  many  plans  had  failed,  that  fuccefs  had  not 
\been  proportionate  to  what  was  predided :  but  fuccefs  was  never 
abfolutcly  promifed,  and  it  never  could  be  ;  for  failure  was  inci* 
dental  to  all  human  projcd^s  or  dcfigns  :  if  the  fuccefe  of   our 
allies  had  not  been  fo  great  as  they  might  poflfibly  have  been,  no  ar« 
gument  of  any  weight  could  be  deduced  from  this  ;  and  it  ought  to 
be  recollected  that  the  afliftance  of  thefe  very  allies,  Auftrta  and 
Prufiia,  had  faved  us  from  great  evils  and  dangers.     The  Empe- 
ror of  Rufiia  was  adduced  as  another  inftance  of  the  incapacity  of 
Minifters  to  judge  of  charadlers,  and  a  circumftancc  was  fta'cd  re- 
lative to  Malta,  as  if  his  being  thwarted  in  obtaining  poiTeffion  of 
that  ifland  was  the  caufe  of  his  defc<5iiun.     He  would  not  fay,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  as  good  information  as  any  per- 
fori  could  have,  except  thofc  who,  from  their  oiEcial  capacities,  mud 
have  the  means  of  acquiring  the  be(t  intelligence  :  but  he  certainly 
'ivas  mod  Completely  midaken  in  this  point ;  and  this  circumftancc 
(hewed  how  little  even  the  beft  informed  people  might  be  acqwdnted 
ivith  the  private  tranfa^lions  and  connections  of  the  Executive  Go- 
verhn^ent,  and  alfo  howcautious  the  Houfe  ought  to  be,  of  liftcning 
to  or  depending  upon  fuch  ftatements  ;  for  if  they  did,  it  proved 
.that  very  frequently  they  muft£Ul  into  complete  error.     The  next 
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infiante  given*  was  (hat  ofyBarvaria.     Had  the  honourable,  gentle- 
man read  the  laft  difpatcbes  from.  Germany  ?  if  he  had,  had  he  not 
perceived  that  the  Bavarian  troops  might  have  beeii  the  mean$  of 
gaining  a  battle.     And  the  importance  of  fuch  a  fervice  as  this,  this 
importance  of  gaining  a  battle,  was  evinced  by  every  part  of  the  af* 
gument  of  the  other  fide,  which  all  refted,  and  was  profeiTed  to  reft, 
upon   the  adverfe  event  of  a  battle  in  Italy.     With  refpedl  to 
Rulliai  however,  he  muft  ftill  obferve,  that  furely  we  had  received 
the  full  compcnfation  of  any  fubfidy  we  might  have  given  to  her* 
Only  look  at  the  lad  campaign  ;  it  presented  to  our  view  Italy  de- 
livered ;ind  refcued  from  the  power  and  pofleflion  of  the  enemy, 
principally  by  the  arms  and  exertions  of  RufTia.     (A  cry  of  Hear  I 
Hear,  rfrom  the  Oppojitim  Bench).     "  Gentlemen  call  out,  Hei{r  I 
yeSy  hear  :  What  is  it  that  makes  us  fo  much  lament  the  lofs  of 
the  co-operation  of  Ruflia,  but  the  recollc<5)ion  of  the  mighty  and 
important  fervices  which  (he  performed  when  (he  did  co-operate 
yKixh  us  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  Miniitcrs  have  not 
judged  better  of  their  enen)ies  than  their  allies  ;  and  here  he  comes 
to  the  theme  of  fo  many  praifes,  the  objcd  of  fo  much  admiration, 
the  i\i\)]t&.  of  fuch    warm  and  aniiftated  panegyrics^  the  Firft, 
Conful  !  and  with  regard  to  him^^he  afks,  if  every  perfon  muft 
not  be  convinced  that  Miniilers  (incerely   repent  and  wi(h  to  re- 
tra£iy  and  would  gladly  efface  from  their  own  memories,  and  thofe 
of  every  other , perfon,  the  abufe  and  invedives  which  they  formerly 
lavt(hed  upon  him  r  But  I  know  of  no  invedlive  of  which  I  (hould 
repent.     I   fay  no  other  language  was  ever  ufed  but  the  ferious 
and  dignified  language  which  honcft  and  honourable  men  would 
ufe  in  fpeaking  of  his  conduS  ?  And  how  have  fubfequent  events 
contradided  this  language  i  It  is  faid,  that  he  was  loaded  with  hard 
names,     i  always  have  underfiood,  by  hard  names,  fome  vagiie 
and  indefinite  terms  common  to  all  languages,  which  exprefs  only 
fomething  indefinile  and  vague  in  the  mind  of  the  perfon  who  ap- 
plies them  ;  but,  have  never  heard  any  fuch  names  given  to  this 
Firft  Conful.     It  is  alfo  faid,  that  we  have  loaded  him  with  abufcit 
If  by  this  is  meant  the  low  language  fometimes  ufed  by  the  vulgaf, 
I  have  heard  no  fuch  language  ufed  in  fpeaking  of  the  Firft  ConfuL 
But  if,  when  it  is  faid  that  invedives  have  been  pronounced  againft. 
him,  if  gentlemen  mean  thofe  epithets  applied  to  his  conduct,  and 
thofe  terms  which  are  neceftaiy  to  exprefs  the  fad,  then  I  allow 
that  fuch  language  has  been  ufed,  and  I  neither  repent  nor  will  re* 
trad  \U     If  I  did,  I  (hould  fall  into  the  lame  error  with  th^  n4an 
who^  havir^  loft  a  pair  of  (ilk  (teckings,  and  wi(hing  to  advertifc 
(bem,  thougiit  that  he  would  be  likely  to  recover  them  at  Jeis  exr 
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fence  bjr  advMiftig  them  at  woHMp  I  defpife^  Md  cttmordrfkribe 
faeh  things  in  the  fiHcen  language,  when  the  plain  worded  only  can 
l^fitively  defcfibe  it.     I  repn^bate  foch  faftidiows^.  wopianifl>»  id- 
leAed  delicacy,  as  if  a  man  ''  oouki  not  mention  Hdl  to  ear*  pc^ 
lite."— Am  I  fpeakii^  of  a  man  who  has  defolated  Europe  ?— *wh# 
kas  excited  the  indignation  of  every  viituous  mind  by  his  crimeg 
who  has  pillaged  and  plundered  Italy,  and  muft  I  aflbft  nor  to 
tpcalk  of  his  crimes,  his  outvagiDoos  violence,  of  his  former  eondoft 
in  Italy  as  pillage  and  robbery  ?  Would  gentlemen  have  me  to  be 
ilraid  of  diftinguilhing  the  qondud  of  Bonaparte  by  the  terms  ih 
which  alone  it  can  be  delcribed  ;  like  Scrui  in  the  Comedy,  who^ 
thinking  there  were  thieves  in  the  houfe,   began  by  calling  theiA 
the  thieves  chat  were  in  the  houfe  ;  but,  under  the  imprcffion  of 
tenor,  correAed  himfelf,  by  calling  them  the  honeft  gendetnen 
who  w^re  robbing  the  houfe.     1  muft  allow  that  this  man  has 
^  gpeat  talent,  of  fome  kind  or  other ;  be  has  proved  this,  lo  oar 
misfortune.     I  fay  of  fome  fort  or  another,  beeaufe  his  militaiy  ta- 
lents cannot  be  denied.     But,  at  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  remem- 
bered, that  nfHlitary  fuccefies  muft  be  judged  with  fome  referve,  as 
diey  frequently  are  as  much  attributable  to  fortune  as  to  talents." 
Befides,  Mr.  Windham  ftated  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  campaign 
of  Suwarrow  in  Italy  might  be  compared  to  any  other  campaign, 
even  this  fo  celebrated  one  of  the  Firft  Conful.     He  muft  however 
silow  that  there  was  enough  formidable  in  this  man  to  give  alarm  to 
Europe.     The  moderation  and  magnanimity  of  his  meafores  (ince 
he  came  into  power  had  been  much  infifted  upon.     The  motives 
of  hh  conduA  were  in  his  own  mind,  and  he  never  would  deny 
that  he  knew  the  way  to  his  own  ends.     This  it  was  that  rendered 
bim  fo  formidable.     But  gentlemen  who  were  fo  indignmt  at  the 
inveAivcs  pronounced  on  their  favourite,  the  Firft  Confol,  and  the^ 
enemy  of  this  country,  it  would  be  recolIeAed  were  not  themfolves 
ib  very  me<ily  nnouthed  when  they  chofe  to  cenfure  the  clofeft  allies 
of  this  country.     When  they  (poke  of  Fruflia^  of  Auftria,  and  of 
Ruflia,  they  themfelvcs  did  not  fpare  abufo,  nor  did  they  (hew 
much  tendernefs  when  they  fpoke  of  gentlemen  who  ftood  in  the 
fifuatioh  in  which  he  ftood. 

Among  other  arguments,  gentlemen  had  contended,  that  it  was 
impoffible  that  the  prefent  Minifters  could  make  a  peace  with  the 
French  Republic  ;  undoubtedly,  in  other  words,  that  they  could 
not  enter  into  a  fyftem  ^of  fraternization  with  the  prefent  Rtilers  of 

Lthatcnuntry  ;  and  it  was  inferred  from  thence,  that  the  peace  muft 
bedifadvantageous,  bccatife  Ad  niniftration  would  not  look  to  it  as 
M  object  which  was  dcfiraUe  for  the  country,  but  as  the  lefie^ 
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of  two  crib.     TheeHent  to  which  gendcmen  pu(hed  dieir  ttguH ' 
tDehu  upon  this  fubjeA  appeared  to  him  rather  extraordinary ;  dick 
d^y  think,  that  in  negotiating  (bra  peaceadi  ideas  of  precaution  wevQ 
to  be  laid  afide,  and  that  Government  were,  to  confine  their  view* 
merely  to  a  termination  of  the  war,  without  any  confideration  of 
the  permanency  of  the  peace,  or  the  fecqrity  which  it  procured  ? 
Did  duQT  confider.  a  treaty  of  jieace  with  France  as  a  treaty  of  mar«! 
riage,  in  which  one  party  could  not  doubt  the  fincere  aifedton  otf 
the  honourable  intention  of  the  other— *in  which  the  parties  were  to 
be  indiflblubly  united  with,  an  identity  of  tntereft,  and  an  unity  of 
objeA— >in  which  England  was  not  only  to  give  its.  hand  but  iti 
heart  ?     But  if,  for  the  reafons  wliich  had  been  urged,  the;  prefent 
Mintfters  were  not  capable  of  making  a  peace,  furely  it  becamt  a 
matter  of  ferious  confideration,  whether  it  would  be  more  advant 
tageous  for  the  country  that  thofe  perfons  (hould  negotiate,  wha 
would  at  once,  without  precaution  or  fecurity,  jump  into  the  arnif 
of  France,  who  would  confider  it  as  criminal  to  haggle  about  terms 
with  the  dear  French  Republic  ?  In  the  courfe  of  their  argumentSf 
gentlemen  had  had  recourfe  to  one  confideration  which  they  very  f«U 
dom  omitted,  vta^  the  fenfe  of  the  people ;  and  they  had  referred  » 
the  funds  as  a  criterion  of  public  opinion.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  ufed  that  ftfgument  had  made  an  admiflion,  for  which  b» 
thanked  htm  ;  for  he  confeflcd  that  the  funds  would  rife  upon  thce 
fHTofpod  of  a  peace,  even  though  that  peace  might  be  founded  ea 
terms  difadvantageous  to  the  country.     If  that  was  true,  then  thef 
could  not  be  confidered  as  affording  good  grounds  by  which  to  judgi* 
of  the  real  interefts  of  the  country.     If,  indeed,  the  honourable 
gentleman's  arguments  on  diis  part  of  the  fubjcA  were  founded^ 
then  there  woidd  be  reafon  to  defpond<— ^hen  there  would  be  fonlft 
reafon  for  the  calumny  which  the  enemy  had  infolently  thrown  our 
againft  this  coiiAtry,  viz.  that  we  were  a  nation  of  (hopkeepers,  and 
that  we  would  at  any  time  fell  our  moft  valuable  interefts  for  z 
profit  of  2  per  cent.  It  was  not  by  aAing  upon  fuch  narrow  princir 
pies  as  thcfe  that  the  French  had  rifen  to  their  prefent  power,  and  had 
become  an  objed  of  fo  much  terror  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe.  Thofo  gentlemen  weighed  the  condud  of  the  twa 
eountries  by  very   imequid  meafures.     They  contended  for  tkv 
gireatnefr  of  Bonaparte  and  of  the  French  nation  ;  but  if  they  wen 
gfeat,  it  was  not  by  the  adoption  of  fuch  conduct  as  that  whid)  was 
now  lecomipiended,  that  diey  became  fo.     If  they  were  in  that 
£tuation  which  had  been  reprefented,  it  was  becaufe  they  were  not 
driven  into  defpondency  by  every  reverfe  of  fortune,  nor  gave  op* 
gpcat  d6%Qt  bccaofe,  ia  fone  ioftanoesi  ^bdx  eSbra  were  unfuc- 
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eefsful.     Getitlcmcn  had  talked  of  the  cocnmerce  of  the  country  ; 
but  did  they  fuppofe  that  the  cominen:c  was  created  by  the  prefent 
military  and  naval  exertions  of  the  country^  or  that  it  could  escift 
without  them  ?  Mod  undoubtedly,  if  our  commerce  was  not  pro- 
tected by  our  power,   it  would  become  an  eafy  prey  to  our  rivals. 
The  honourable  gentleman  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  had,  rather 
unfortunately  for  his  argument,  allied  how  did  King  William  pre- 
(erve  the  confederacyof  which  he  was  the  head  ?  He  would  Cell  the 
honourable  gentleman  how  he  preferved  that  confederacy  together : 
it  was  by  adhering  ftridtly  to  his  engagements  ;  it  was,  by  not  fuf- 
feringhlmfelf  to  be  driven  from  his  purpofes  by  the  mere  rumour  of 
a  defeat.     But  now  gentlemen  were  at  once  forgoing  into  a  Com- 
mittee, without  knowing  the  circumftances  .of  that  defeat  about 
which  they  were  fo  much  alarmed,  and  without  knowing  any  thing 
about  the  difpofition  or  the  refources  of  that  ally  which  we  were 
going  to  abandon.     Gentlemen  had  always  fpoken  of  our  allies  as 
if  they  had  been  of  no  aflfiilance  to  this  country  ;  but  there  was  no 
man  who  confidered  the  fubjed  fairly,  who  would  not  admit  that 
the  advantages  we  had  received  from  our  allies  were  great,  even 
though  in  every  inllance  they  might  not  fully  anfwer  our  expeda- 
ttons.     There  was,  however,  upon  this  as  wlell  as  upon  many  other 
parts  of  this  fubjedt,  fomething  very  lingular  in  the  mode  of  rca- 
ibning  adopted  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  (ide  of  the  Houfe  ; 
fix,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  they  had  endeavoured  to  demonihate  the  ab- 
furdity  of  attempting  to  keep  any  grear  confederacy  together,  and 
immediately  after  they  confidered  the  defedion  of  fOme  of  our  allies 
as  a  matter  of  charge  againft  His  Majefty's  Minifters.     Another 
aecufation  which  had  been  made  was,  that  MiniAcrs  had  been  mif* 
taken  in  their  predi^ions  ;  now,  in  the  firft  place,  he  did  not  re* 
Colie6k  that  any  predictions  had  been  made.     His  Majefty's   Mi* 
liifters  had  Rated,  that  which  was  obvious  to  all  the  world,  viz« 
ttat  they  were  going  to  enter  into  a  moft  arduous  and  doubtful 
conflift ;  but  that  they  were  about  to  enter  into  it  with  every  ad- 
vantage, from  the 'number  and  difcipline  of  the  troops  of  our  allies, 
and  the  (kill  of  the  Generals  by  whqm  they  were  commanded. 
Now,  in  fuch  a  contell  one  party  muft  fail  ;  juft  as  when  two  men 
lode  upon  a  horfe,  one  muft  ride  behind  ;  but  no  predictions. were 
made,  though  great  expedations  might  have  been  formed,  from  the 
advantages  we  poflefied.     Gentlemen,  however,  judging  by.  the 
event,  now  contended  that  the  Auftrians  muft  have  been  defeated  ; 
but  he  did  not  recoiled,  that  before  the  event  they  hazarded  any 
predication  of  that  kind  :    they  had,  indeed,   declared  generally 
ag^inll  the  war,  and  iiow  ,laid  bold  of  tbelc  i[everfe9,  Ji^^ich  thqr 
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had  not  forefeen,  to  prove  the  wifdom  of  their  obfcrvations.     His 
Majcfty's  Minifters  knew  as  well  as  the  gentlemen  on  the  Other 
fide  of  the  Houfc,  that  fuch  a  contcft  could  not  be  conduced  with- 
out danger ;  but  the  queftion  was,  whether  they  had  not  taken 
every  means-  which  human  prudence  could  fuggeft  to  prevent  it  ? " 
AlluHons  had  been  made  upon  this  occa lion,  as  well  as  upon  many 
others,  to  the  negotiations  at  Paris  and  at  Lifle.     His  opinion  re- 
fpcfling  them  was  but  of  little  confcquence,  it  could  have  but  little 
weight  in  the  Councils  of  the  country  ;  but  furely  rtiofe  very  ne- 
gotiations were  a  proof  that  Minifters  were  willing  to  enter  into  a 
negotiaiion  whenever  they  faw  there  was  the  Icaft  probability  of  ef- 
fcdtirir;  an  honourable  peace  for  this  country  ;  and  they  fhewed  that 
Minifters  did  not  think  that  any  fuch  opportunity  now  prefcnted» 
or  they  would  not  have  negledlcd  it.     He  wolild,  however,  ftate, 
with  refpcd  to  thofc  negotiations,  that  if  ever,  during  the  progrefs 
of  the  prefent  war,  this  country  was  really  in  danger,  it  was  at  the 
period  when  they  were  carrying  on  ;  it  was,  that  the  enemy  would 
have   acceded   to  the  terms  which   we  then  propofed.     He  was 
firmly  of  opinion,  that  if  we  had  made  peace  at  that  time,  with  the 
general  defpondency  which  then  prevailed,   but  which  fubfcquent 
events  had  fortunately  diffipated,  they  would  not  now  be  fitting  to 
difcufs  the  ftateof  the  nation.    Gentlemen  recommended  Minifters 
to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for  peace;  with  a  conftflion  that  they  were 
unable  to  carry  On  the  war  ;  but  furely  every  rational  man  muft  ad- 
mit, that  a  peace  concluded  under  fuch  circim)ftances  muft  deflroy 
the  interefts  and  dignity  of  the  country.     The  prefent  war  had 
upon  this  and  upon  former  occafions  been  compared  with  the  Ame- 
rican war  :  but  he  did  not  fee  how  two  wars  could  be  well  com- 
pared together,  or  how  gentlemen  could  argue  from  the  paft  events 
of  one,   to  the   probable  events  of  another.       The  honourable 
gentleman  had  ftated,  that  the  prefent  war,  like  that  with  Ame- 
rica, W2fs  founded  in  delufion,  had  been  conducted  without  ability^ 
and  would  end  in  defeat.     There  was,   however,   one  point  in. 
which   the  two  wars  were  iimilar  ;  and  that  was,   that  they  both 
wcrecivil  wars,  in  which  men  for  the  6rft  time  learnt  to  wi(b  well 
to  the  enemies  of  their  country.     He  was  ready  toconfefs,  that  he 
was  a  well-wifher  to  the  Americans   (there  was  a  cry  of  **  Hear! 
Hear  r  on  the  Oppojition  Jide)\  he  bepged  toobferve  tothofe  gentle- 
men, that  if  he  wifhed  fuccefs  to  the  Americans,  they  liad  been  our 
fellow  fubjeds  ;  they  were,  he  might  almoft  fay,  our  countrymen  : 
their  ohjed  was  not  the  complete  deftruAion  of  this  country.     He 
confeflled,  that  during  the  American  war,  he  thought  the  fuccefs  of 
the  Americans  cflential  to  the  interefts  of  this  country  ^  and  he 
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begged  leave  to  afk  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  Ric,  if  they  now 
entertained  the  fame  fentiments  ivith  r.efpcd)  to  the  French  ?  Upon 
the  tvhole,  the  queftion  for  the  confideratinn  of  the  -Houfe  was, 
^whether  there  had  been  laid  before  them  fufficient  grounds  to  in- 
duce them  to  go  into  the  Committee  now  propofcd,  and  to  interfere 
with  the  Exeeutive  Government  ;  tiicv  would  have  to  confidcr 

'  ft 

whether,  after  the  event  of  the  negotiations  at  Paris  and  at  Liile» 
they  ought  not  to  be  very  cautious  how  they^  entered  inro  negotia- 
tions with  fuch  an  enemy.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  ik>  fufiicient 
ground  had  been  laid  down  for  the  interference  propofed,  and  there- 
fore he  (hould  give  the  motion  his  mod  decided  negative. 

Mr.  NICHOIXS  faid,  the  prcfent  motion  did  not  interfere 
with  the  Executive  Government  ;  but  the  queftion  was,  whether, 
after  eight  years  of  unfuccefsful  war,  we  were  Oiil  to  perfeverc 
without  the  profpcS  of  better  fortune  ?-  He  confcired,  that  he  had 
hopes  that  the  good  fenfe  of  feme  of  His  Majefty's  Minifiers  would 
lead  them  to  difavow  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Secretary  at 
War.  He  felt  confident,  that  the  wifdom  of.two  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable  gentlemen  oppofite  to  him,  viz.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Secretary  of  Stite,  would  induce  them  not  to 
perfevere  in  a  contcft  which  they  muft  now  feel  to  be  hopelefs.  He 
'  then  proceeded  to  take  a  view  of  the  caufes  of  the  French  Revolu«» 
tibh,  which  he  admitted  to  have  arifen  from  French  philofophy,  and 
contended  that  the  objeA  of  thofe  who  brought  about  ihat  event 
was^  not  the  acquifition  of  territory,  but  to  introduce  that  degree  of 
equality  of  (ituation  which  would  give  fcope  fo  the  energy  of  the 
French  charad^er.  But  if  t^te  French  Revolution  was  owing  to 
French  philofophy,  it  was  to  the  dud^rines  of  Mr.  Burke  that  he 
iliould  attribute  our  being  engaged  in  this  war.  That  gentleman  and 
his  difciplcs  thought  it  was  theirintercft  to  reinftate  the  Noblefle  of 
}**rance,  which  had  been  very  improperly  compared  with  the  Nobility 
of  England  ;  for  the  latter  had  no  powers  that  were  injurious  to  the 
community.  If  the  do<f)rine  which  had  been  laid  down  during  this 
debate,  of  the  neceffity  of  continuing  the  war  till  the  old  Goverq* 
merit  of  France  was  reftored,  was  not  contradi6led»  then  the  public 
would  know  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  Belium  Iniemecinumf  and 
that  for  an  objcd  in  which  their  interefts  were  rK>t  concerned.  He 
lcx)kcd  upon  the  eftablifhment  of  the  old  Government  as  an  uaat* 
tainabjc  bjecl ;  he  believed  it  was  the  only  thing  which  3onaparte 
could  not  du.  The  chara<£ler  of  the  Engliih  people  had  iii^red 
by  their  inHexible  perfeveraoce  in  the  prefent  war ;  and  ^en  tbetr 
allivs  thcGcrnrans  had  faid,  that  the  Englilh  had  covered  Germany 
vich  biuod  and  ^old.     He  tru(led|  we  (houldnot  ^ootiwP  IQ  <lc« 
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Ibrve  rhat  chander,  but  that  wc  (hould  now  tenoutlj  endeavour  to 
reftore  a  general  peace.  He  had  feen  the  terms  upon  which  Bona- 
I>atte  was  formerly  willing  to  treat  with  this  country  in  the  pre- 
liminaries of  a  peace.  TallejTand)  the  French  Minifter,  had  per- 
inictcd  them  to  be  written  down  ;  and  if  Minif^ers  wilhed  for  fur- 
ther information  upon  that  fubjedl^  a  gentleman  of  charader  was 
willing  to  attend  them.  ' 

Mr.  WINDHAM  fald,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  cx- 
prefied  a  wifh  that  the  doflrines  advanced  by  him  (Mr.  Windham) 
fhould  be  contradi(9ed  by  the  reft  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters.  He 
would  give  that  gentleman  the  fatisfadtion  6(  contradidling  them 
himfelf;  atleaft  fuch  as  had  been  put  into  his  mouth>  but  which 
he  had  not  in  any  part  of  his  fpeech  uttered. 

Mr.  W  SMITH  explained. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  agreed  with  Mr.  Wilberforce 
in  wifhing  that  Minifters  (hould  make  no  avowal  of  the  terms 
upon  whhich  they  would  make  peace,  or  of  their  future  plans  of 
condudi ;  but  he,  a^  ^  pf ivate  Member  of  Parliament,  might  avow 
what  he  had  done  upon  many  former  occafions,  that  he  never  would 
fupport  this  war,  if  he  thought  any  change  in  the  government  off 
France  were  the  objcd  of  it. «  He  had  fuppOrted  it  throughout  as 
a  war  of  felf  defence  ;  nor  could  he  allow  it  to  be  ftiled  an  unnecef- 
fary  or  unfuccefsful  war,  without  entering  his  proteft  againil  both 
thefe  opinion^.  He  aflertcd,  that  Miniftcrs  had  taken  all  poffible 
methods  to  avert  the  war,  from  the  commencement  of  the  French 
Revolution  in  1789  till  February  1792  ;  and  that  never  was  any 
Adminiilration  more  deiirous  of  prcfervihg  peace :  documents  lately 
publi(hed,  and  every  new  inveftigation  of  the  fubjedt^  had  fully 
proved  this  afTerrion.  He  was  confident  that  they  had  loft  no  op- 
portunity of  making  peace,  as  they  had  fhewn  fo  great  a  difpofitioili 
to  it  in  two  negotiations  at  Paris  and  Lifle :  any  further  overtures 
were  more  likely  to  retard  than  promote  peace.  He  enlarged  more 
upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  war.  We  had  a  moft  powerful  enemy  to 
contend  with,  who  exhauftcd  all  the  force  and  all  the  property  of  a 
mod  brave  and  formidable  nation,  to  conquer  or  deprefs  and  plunder 
every  country  in  Euiope,  and  to  raife  dreadful  infurredions  againft 
every  legitimate  Government.  We  could  only  form  a  faint  idea  of 
the  horrors  plotted  here,  by  the  crimes  actually  perpetrated  in  Ire- 
land. We  had  been  fuccefsful  in  the  prefervation  of  our  domeftic 
tranquillity ;  we  had  been  fuccefsful  beyond  all  other  wars,  and 
even  beyond  any  period  of  peace,  in  the  fccurity  and  incrcafe  of  ouf 
commerce,  and  in  the  fupport  of  national  credit:  but  he  wasfure 
he  finglUh  fpiric  was  not  fo  degeneratei  that  the  .Houfc  would  bear 
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him  with  patience  defcribe  a  war  as  unfucce(sful|  in  which'  we  had 
defended  our  lives,  or  fecqrcd  our  wealth.  He  would  contend,  that 
the  glory  of  this  country  was  never  raifed  fo  high  as  it  had  been  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  this  w^r  by  our  naval  triumphs ;  nor  had  our 
Generals  failed  in  acquiring  their  (hare  of  honour.  If  ^A'e  had  been 
unfuccefsful,  it  was  in  the  choice  of  allies,  and  in  part  of  their  con- 
duct which  we  could  not  controul.  An  honourable  and  lailing 
peace  muft  be  tlie  vri(h  of  every  man  in  the  nation  ;  but  a  vote  of 
this  Houib  to  force  His  Majefty's  Minifters  to  make  peace,  muft  be 
laying  ourfelves  at  the  feet  of  the  enemy  :  ijt  muft  be  that  in  any 
war  ;  but  could  never  be  fo  mifchievous  or  fo  abfurd  in  any  war  as 
the  prefcnt ;  becaufe  we  never  had  fo  implacable  and  ferocious  an 
enemy,  and  becaufe  we  were  never  more  able  to  fupport  a  war  in 
our  juft  defence,  from  the  height  of  our  public  credit,  the  immcnie 
number  of  our  foldiery  and  fcamen,  their  diftinguiftied  and  experi- 
enced valour,  and  the  univerf^l  (pirit  of  a  free  and  loyal  people. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  he  (hould  oppjfe  this  motion,  becaufe  no 
faiisfaflory  ground  had,  in  his  opinion,  been  ftated  in  favour  of  it. 
The  only  information  the  Houfe  hid  before  them  was,  that  of  newf- 
'papers,  which  were  certainly  not  fufficicnt  to  juftify  the  Houfe  in 
going  into  a  Committee.  There  was  no  doubt  but  the  Miniftcrs 
muft  be  anxious  to  obtain  a  peace,  if  it  could  be  dons  on  terms  con- 
fiftent  with  the  honour  an^l  fafety  of  the  nation ;  and  he  trufted 
there  was  not  an  Engliftiman  who  would  not  rather  die  in  the  laft 
ditch  defending  his  cnuntry,  than  fubrnit  to  any  other  terms. 

Sir  F.  BURDETT  JONES,  in  fupporting  the  niotion,  look  a 
hafty  view  of  the  condu'£^  of  Adminiftraiion  with  rcfpedl  to  Ireland, 
the  ftate  prifoners,  and  the  general  plan  of  the  war.  The  enormi- 
ties and  cruelties  committed  in  the  fifter  kingdom,  he  faid,  exceeded 
any  thirig  done  by  Nero  or  Caligula  ;  and  the  hardftiips  to  which 
the  ftate  prifoners  had  been  fubjcfted,  were  in  many  inftances  un- 
exampled in  any  reign.  Thefc  were  grounds  for  going  into  a  Com- 
mittee. If  again  the  Houfe  would  confider  what  had  been  the  fate 
of  the  fucceflive  expeditions  undertaken  againft  the  enemy,  an  ad- 
ditional ftrong  ground  would  be  furnlfhed  for  agreeing  to  the  mo- 
tion. All  the  expeditions,  from  that  to  Quiberon  to  the  one  to  the 
coaft  of  Holland,  had  failed.  Thcfe  were  matters  for  a  Committee* 
Being  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  good  grounds  exifted  for  inquiry,  he 
would  juft  add,  that  it  might  be  a  very  politic  and  neceftary  con- 
fideration  in  fuch  a  Committee,  how  far  it  would  be  proper  to  ad- 
drefs  His  Majefty,  requefting  him  not  to  prorogue  the  Parliament  in 
the  prefent  fttuation  of  public  affairs. 
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Mr.  ELLISON  could  nm  fupport  the  motion.  It  appeared  to 
him,  that  gemlcmcn  were  willing  to  give  up  the  country  to  the 
enemy,  and  abet  and  fupport  treafon.  He  voted  in  the  pure  fplrit 
of  independence,  but  could  not  help  thinking  that  many  of  thofe  who 
fupported  0e  motion  fpoke  the  language  of  party. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE.-r-*<  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  lad  has  been  pleafcd  to  impure  to  thofe  who  fupport  this  mo* 
lion  a  ftrong  degree  of  party  fpirit,  and  vould  wifh  to  make  the  Houfc 
believe  that  we  have  not  the  good  of  the  public  at  heart :  but  I  dif- 
dain  to  anfwer  fuch  ill-founded  charges,  and  (hall  only  appeal  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  and  a(k  him,  whether  it  be  quite 
confi(icnc  with  liberality  of  fcntiment  to  make  fuch  unwarrantable 
accufatioas,  and  what  he  would  think  of  my  friends  and  of  myfelf, 
if,  with  no  greater  fupport  in  fadl,  we^wcre  to  affcrt  that  he  and  the 
other  adherents  of  Adminiilration  were  aduated  by  none  but  private 
and  feliiih  views.  Would  he  nut  fpurn  with  indignation  the.  un^ 
merired  charge  r  If  he  would,  he  can  judge  of  the  emotions  which 
he  has  raifed  in  my  bread. 

*'  Sir,  the  prefcnt  queftion  appears  to  me  to  admit  the  greatefl 
latitude  of  debate.  In  fliewing  the  propriety  of  a  motion  to  take 
into  coniideration  the  date  of  the  nation,  I  might  enlarge  (I  fpeak 
it  with  fubmiflion.  Sir,  to  your  authority)  upon  the  population,  the 
revenues,  and  the  refources  of  the  country  ;.  (the  Speaker  bowed 
his  aiTent)  indeed,  I  know  not  a  (ingle  public  quedion,  which 
fcems  to  be  excluded  from  this  debate.  Let  not  the  honourable 
Member  then  imagine,  that  he  (ilcnces  my  honpurable  friend,  the 
worthy  Baroneti  (Sir  F.  Burdett  Jones,)  by  dating  that  the  treat* 
ment  of  the  prifoncrs  in  Cold  Bath  Fields  is  irrelevant  to  the  prefenc 
fubje£^.  The  adminidration  of  judicc  is  a  mod  important  na« 
tional  con^cern,  and  deferves  the  fcrious  attention  of  the  Legiflature* 
I  do  not,  however.  Sir,  at  this  late  hour,  purpofe  to  bring  forwar4 
all  the  topics  which  this  motion  comprehends.  I  will  only  feledt 
the  mod  driking  and  the  mod  impredive,  led  I  (hould  be  induced 
to  enter  upon  too  wide  a  field  of  difcudion. 

**  My  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wedern)  who  is  judly  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  the  country,  for  having  propofed  to 
Parliament,  at  the  prefent  awful  crifis  an  inquiry  into  the  date  of 
the  nation,  has  confined  his  obfervations  to  the  unhappy  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  I  (hall  imitate  his  condudt,  and  fpeak 
with  the  fame  limited  views.  Is  it  not  of  the  utmod  confequencc 
to  afccrtain  the  object  for  which  this  difadrous  v^r  is  thus  long 
continued  ?  Do  we  know  for  what  inducement  fo  many  bloody  bat* 
tics  arc  fought^  and  fuch  mafles  of  treafure  are  expended  r  The 
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fight  honourable  gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchcqiier) 
tvhenever  that  qucf^ion  has  been  put  to  hivn^  has  always  anfweredi 
**  I  will  rdi  you  rn  a  fingle  word  ;  it  is  for  fecurtty  we  fight,  and 
fcr  that  alone*"     Alttniugh  fuch  a  reply  may  Catisfy  fomt  gentle- 
men, it  will  not  content  me.     Sccufity  is  a  loofe  and  vague  wardf 
untefii  wcbe  informed  in  what  that  fecdrity  confifts.  Upon  that  fub- 
je£t  the  ideas  of  the  rtght  honourable  gentleman  have  appeared  to 
be  extremely  flufluating.    In  the  year  1793  Lord  Hopd,  after  the 
taking  of  Toulon,   publifhed  to  the  inhabitants  of  France,  that 
Chgland    wifhed  only  for   the   re-eftabli(hmcnt  of  the    limited 
monarchy,  which  had  been  formed  in  1789.     The  Prince deSaxc 
Cobourg,  about  the  fame  time,  announced  to  the  French  nation, 
that  his  imperial  mailer  would  guarantee  the  Conftitution  of  1789, 
which  **  the  people  had  chofen  for  thcmfclves ;"  but  in  three  or 
four  days  after  the  date  of  this  proclamation,  he  was  ordered  to  rc- 
tn6k  the  declaration,  and  ihite  that  he  (hould  not  confider  it  as 
binding.      This  alteration  of  c()ndu£l  is  generally  attributed  to  the 
Congrefs  of  Ambaffadors  from  the  allied  powers,  which  was  afleni'^ 
bled  at  Antwerp,  and  in  which  Britifli  Councils  are  fuppofed  to 
have  had  the  afcendancy.     At  the  dofe  of  the  year  1795,  our  fe- 
curity  was  no  longer  placed  in  a  limited  ^4onarchy,  but  we  had  no 
obje<ftion  to  the  new  Conftitution,  then  in  its  infancy,  even  in  its 
cradle,  fcarcely  fh'C  weeks  old.     We  cared  not  for  its   probable 
inflability;  and  we  entertained  no  abhorrence  for  a  government, 
eonfifting  of  a  Council  of  500,  a  Council  of  Antients,  and  an 
Executive,  compofcd  of  five  Dircdlors,  all  of  whom,  or  at  Icaft  the 
greater  part  of  whom,  had  pronounced  fentence  of  death  upon  their 
royal  mailer,  and  (Gained  their  hands  in  his  blood  ;  but  on  the  con-^ 
trary,  thought  it  "  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomed  relations 
of  peace  and  amit)'."     But  how  is  the  fccnc  again  changed  !     No 
longer  the  Conftitution  of   1789;  no  longer  the  Conltitution  of 
1 795 ;  but  the  anciert  regime  of  France,  with  the  fccptre  in  the  hand* 
of  a  Bourbon,  is  our  favourite  objcA.     Sir,  I  hefitate  not  to  allow 
that  Miniilcrs  have  admitted  a  poflibility  of  fuch  an  order  of  things 
in  France^  that  they  may  be  compelled  to  treat,  without  waiting  for 
(he  rcnoration  of  the  Bourbon  family.     This  weakens  not  my  ar- 
gument.    It  is' enough  for  me,  that  to  replace  that  line  of  Princca 
upon  the  throne  of  France,  and  to  inveft  them  with  the  feme  dc- 
^tic  powers  enjoj^ed  by  their  anecftors,  is  the  avowed  objeAdf  our 
preference.   Is  it  not  made  \\\^Jine  qua  non  of  immediate  negotiation  ; 
and  is  not  this  condition  alone  pointed  out  as  capable  of  removing 
all  obftaclcs  to  negotiation  ?     If  then  Minifters  have  never  feemed 
to  be  lon^  agreed  upon  that  form  of  French  govamment  widch 
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ivould  place  the  Engliih  nation  jn  a  Hate.of  fafety.)  but  hav^  pr5^ 
fefled  attachment  to  Conftitutions  fo  very  diflferent  from  each  other^ 
i&  it  not  of  the  highcft  moment,  is  it  not  of  the  mod  urgent  neceSity 
to  enter  upon  an  inveftigation  of  the  ad^ual  obje£t  for"  which  the 
country  is  condemned  ftill  to  fuflfer  the  calamities  of  war  ?  Should 
it  appear  that  there  is  no  other  motive  for  the  profeciition  of  (he 
contel),  than  a  dcQre  to  reprefs  the  grafping  ambition  of  France,  and. 
reduce  her  power  within  certain  limits^  then  a  queftion  will  arife» 
which  it  may  be  difficult  for  Minifters  to  anfwer,  namely,  why  they 
rejeSed  within  the  fpaoe  of  a  few  weeks,  two  fucceflfive  overtures  of 
pacification  which  feem  to  have  been  made  in  the  very  fpirit  of  con- 
ciliation ;  for  how  could  they  know  that  Bonaparte,  had  they  heard 
his  terms,  would  not  have  offered  fuch  as  were  not  incompatible 
with  the  fecurity  of  the  other  European  nations  ?  How  could  they 
know  that  he  would  not  have  refigned  fome  of  that  territory  which 
the  victorious  arms  of  the  enemy  had  acquired  for  the  Republic  f 
Or,  (hould  it  appear  that  we  are  at  war  merely  to  check  the  preva^ 
lence  of  opinions  which  are  deemed  hof^ile  to  religion  and  virtue^ 
and  fubveriive  of  fodal  order,  then  it  will  be  proper  to  inquire  how 
far  force  is  likely  to  fuoceed  againfl  principles,  ^nd  whether  violence 
have  not  a  tendency  to  accelerate  rather  than  impede  the  progrefs  of 
thofe  tenets  which  we  hold  in  deteftatioB.  But  fhould  it  be  made 
manifeft  that  the  old  regal  tyranny  of  France,  in  the  race  of  the 
Bourbons,  id  the  real  ground  for  continuing  the  war,  then  it  may  be 
afked,  whether  we  have  not»as  much  to  dread  from  the  ambition  of 
the  Bourbons  as  from  the  love  of  dominion  in  Bonaparte  ?  whether 
they  and  the  other  Princes  of  Europe  have  not  been  guilty  of  frater* 
nization,  and  of  exciting  th^  people  of  a  country  againft  their  rukiSy 
as  much  as  Bonaparte  aiul  the  various  Governments  of  France  iince 
the  Revolution  ?  and  whether  they  be  not  as  little  to  be  depended 
upon  for  the  obfervance  of  their  engagements  as  the  '^  faithlefsand 
perfidious  monfter,  Bonaparte r'*-^[ A  general  cry  of  "  Hear! 
Hear!  Hear!"  from  the  Oppofitien  fide  of  the  Houfe.]-— Thefe, 
Sir,  are  fbme  of  the  nurneA)u$  points  of  inquiry  which  a  Com* 
npittee  upon  the  flate  of  the  nation  would  neceflarily  have  .to  pro* 
^e  to  its  confideration. 

<<  It  i^  alfo.  Sir,  indifpenfable  to  examine  our  meatis  of  profe* 
CMting  the  war,  and  for  this  purpofe  to  compare  our  pafl  and  prefent 
^nation.  On  this  topic  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Weftem)  has 
expatiated  a  great  deal.  After  his  plain,  perfpicuous,  and  manly 
f^itement,  I  need  £iy  very  little  ;  but  by  way  t)f  reinforcing  what 
he  advanced,  I  cannot  refrain  fmm  (hewing,  by  a  reference  to  in- 

diljput^bl^  domntintBi  baw  much  wr  cxpditioQ  00  the  24th  of  Sep- 
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tember  laft  is  deteriorated.     We  find  His  Majeftjr  on  that  day, 
under  the  advice  of  his  Miniftcrs,  according  to  parliamentary  Jan- 
giiage,  exulting  in  tlie  triumphant  pofture  of  public  affairs.      Wc 
find  him  anticipating  "  the  glory  of  reftoring  the  religion,  liberty, 
and   independence  of  the  United  Provinces',  To  long  in   intimate 
union  and  alliance  with  this  country."     What  has  been  the  rcfult  ? 
Th6  remains  of  a  large  and  powerful  army  were  obliged  to  c^itu- 
late  for  their  fafety,  and  folicit  pcrmifllon  to  quit  the  coaO  which 
they  had  invaded.     The  authors  or  condut^ors  of  the  enterprize,  in- 
ftead  of  glory,  have  incurred  disgrace ;  and,  inf^ead  of  refcuing  rhofc 
provinces  from  the  yoke  of  France,  have,  by  the  very  failure  of  the 
attempt,  fixed  them  more  firmly  in  her  intercft.     Wc  alfo  perceive 
HiH  Majefty  making  the  following  declaration  irfanother  part  of  the 
fame  fpeech: — **  While  you  rejoice  with  me  in  the  events  which 
add  fo  much  luftrc  to  the  Britidi  charader,   you  will,  I  am  pcr- 
fuaded,  as  cordially  join  in  the  fentiments  -fo  jul^ly  due  to  the  con- 
duft  of  my  good  and  faithful  ally  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  ;  tp  his 
magnanimity  and  wifdom,  dire<£ling  to  fo  many  quarters  of  Europe 
the  force  of  his  cxtenfive  and  powerful  empire,  wc   arc  in  a  great 
degree  indebted  for  the  fuccefs  of  our  own  efforts,  as  well  as  for  the 
rapid  and  favourable  change  in  the  general  fituatioit  of  affairs.      I 
have  direAed  copies  to  be  laid  before  you  of  thofe  engagements 
which  have  conf6liiiaUd  ax\A  cemented  a  connedtion  fo  confonant  to 
the  permanent  interefts  of  my  empire,  and  fo  important  at  the  pre- 
fcnt  moment  to  every  part  of  the  civilized  world.*'— Now>  Sir, 
what  has  been  the  fate  of  this  conned^ion  thus  cofijolidated  and  tlius 
ctmeuted?     The  mighty  fabric  has,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  months, 
crumbled  into  duft.      "  The  rapid  and  favourable  change  in  the 
general  ficuation  of  affairs**  is  afcribcd,  on  the  24th  of  September 
1799,  **  to  the  magnanimity  and  wifdom  of  our  good  and  feithful 
ally,  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  :  "  this  faithful  ally  has  fincc,  with* 
drawn  himfelf  from  the  confederacy,  and  as  rapid  a  change  for  the 
worfc  has  taken  place.     Nay,  if  report  fpeak  truth,  our  faithful  My 
has  difcovered  fome  hofiile  difpofition  towards  this  country,  and  is 
about  to  form,  as  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Weftern)  has  ftated, 
an  armed  neutrality  of  the  northern  powers.     In  the  fame  fpeech, 
which  I  have  more  than  once  quoted,   His  Majefty  alfo  (ays,  that 
'*  the  deliverance  of  Italy  may  now  be  confidered  as  fecured  by  the 
refult  of  a  campaign,  equal  in  fplendour  and   fuccefs  to  any  the 
nioft  brilliant  recorded  in  hiftory.**     What  is  the  fad  reverfe!  in 
how  fhort  a  fpacc  of  time  is  that  country, '  whofe  delivtrance  from 
the  French  yoke  was  thus  fecured^  again  in  poffeffion  of  the  Firft 
Conful-^I. (ay  again  in  pofleffion  of  the  Firft Conful  j    for.  (incc 
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the  battle  of  Mariti^i  moft  of  the  ftrong  pUdes  have  been  fur* 
rendered,  and  all  Italy  lies  proftrate  at  his  feet.  ^  Perhaps  at  thia 
moment  we  may  not  have  a  fingle  ally  left }  fer  it  is  highly  probable 
that  preliminaries  of  peace  between  AuAria  and  France  may  have 
been  figned*  Can  the  right  honourable  gentleman  think  that 
'^  the  fplendcur  and  fucceis  of  the  la(i  campaign,  equal,"  as  it  is  faid 
to  bci  **  to  the  moA  brilliatit  recorded  in  hiftory/'  will  be  more 
admired  by  pofteri'ty  than  Bonaparte's^  plan  of  the  prefent  cam-^ 
paign,  his  expeditious  march  over  the  Alps,  and  his  complete  over- 
throw, in  the  coutfe  of  a  very  few  weeks,  of  the  whole  Auftrian 
force,  in  Italy  ?  Will  the  fame  of  Suwarrow  eclipfe  th^  renown  of 
Bonaparte  ?  But,  Sir,  let  us  alfo  compare  our  prefent  difafJirout 
condition  with  the  predi<5tlon  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pitt)  on  the  3d  February  laft :  he  then  declared  in  this  Houfe^ 
that  i*  we  had  every  reafon  to  expedt  a  co-opemtim  on  the  Conti- 
nent in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year,  even  to  a  greater  extent  than, 
in  the  laft  campaign."  I  have  Ihewn,  Sir,  what  ill-founded  hopes 
he  has  cheriCheid  in  himfelf  and  in  the  nation.  The  right  honour- 
able gentleman  averted  on  that  day,  that  **  there  were  the  ftrongcfl 
marks  of  a  difpofition,  in  the  interior  of  France,  to  adive  refinance 
againd  this  new  tyranny."  How  has  this  fpirit  of  royalty  vanUhed 
into  air !  We  have  fomented,  in  every  pdTible  way,  iJi&Bk&loap 
in  the  weftem  provinces  of  France,  to  the  exifiing  Government  { 
we  have  fupplied  the  Chouans  with  arms  and  with  money,  theiattef 
of  which  amounts  to  a  confiderable  fom,  as  may  be  pcoycd  bjf 
documents  upon  your  table;  but  inflead  of  making  ufe  of  your 
fupplies  againft  Bonaparte^  they  made  their  peace  with  him  without 
llriking  a  blow,  and  thus  you  have  fumiflied  the  enemy  widi 
weapons  againft  yourfelves.  Sir,  it  is  painful,  it  is  es^tremely 
painful,  to  dwell  upon  the  oontinued  failure  of  our  fch^mes :  I  wiU 
only  aik  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  his  own  terms,  whether 
he  be  now  fo  confident  as  in  February  laft,  **  that  Great  Britain 
is  likely  to  prove  the  inftroment  of  delivering  the^orld  from  tfiq 
crimes  and  mi/tries  which  have  attended  the  French  Revolution  2  '* 

<*  Other  highly- imporunt  confiderations,  Sir,  m^.t  be  fobmitted 
to  fuch  a  Committee  as  is  the  objed  of  my  honourable  friend's  OH^' 
lion*  Might  it  not  be  inquired,  whether  we  had  n(H  embroiled  oufw 
felves  too  much  in  aflfairs  of  the  Continent  i  It  was  the  policy  of 
wife  ftatefmen  in  other  times,  tliat  England  (hou}d  never  Interfere 
in  Continental  wars,  except  when  the  general  intereft  of  Europe 
abfolutely  required,  and  that  fhe  fliould  always  remember  to  ad^f 
not  as  a  principal,  but  as  an  auxiliary.  This  was  a  found  opinion^ 
and  founded  on  the  iibcurity  we  derive  fjropfi  our  infolar  fituation* 

Vol.  XIL  Uu 


3  so  PARLiAMENtARY  .    [Commohs. 


But  tbe  prefent  admihiftration  fecm  to  have  difregarded  the  &ge 
itiaxims  of  our  anceftors.  Auftria  and  Pruffia  firft  engaged  in  the 
war  againft  France.  We  followed  as  auxiliaries  indeed  ;  but  fooa 
we  placed  ourfelves  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  and  have  ever  iince 
continqed  to  take  upon  ourfelves  the  heat  and  burthen  of  the  day. 
In  fliort.  Sir,  we  have  been  the  packhorfe  and  paymafter  of  Europe. 
Is  fuch  condod  juftifiable?  If  it  be  defirable  that  the  power  of 
Pranee  (bould  be  r«duced,  if  there  be  any  danger  from  the  ambitioo 
of  her  rulers,  who  has  mod  to  fear,  the  powers  upon  the  Conti- 
nent, or  thcfe  kingdoms,  proteded  as  they  are  by  the  ocean  ^  If  we 
be  apprehenfive  of  the  inroads-  o(  Jacobinical  opinions,  and  it  be 
allowed,  ibr  the  fake  of  argument,  that  arms  are  capable  of  making 
eRedual  refinance,  are  not  the  European  Aates,  fronri  their  conti- 
guity to  the  territory  of  France,  and  from  the  nature  of  their  go- 
vernments, mord  likely  to  be  over-run  by  them  than  ourfelves  ?  If 
nothing  but  the  reftoration  of  the  old  Monarchy  and  the  Bourbon 
family  can  re-eltablifh  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  who, 
during  the  interval,  fuppofing  the  objedt  to  be  pra(5licable,  are  moft 
likdy  to  be  fuf&rers  by  the  contcft— thofe  whofe  country  may  be 
made  the  feat  of  war,  or  ourfelves  who  poflefs,  and  may  continue  to 
poffefs,  the  foveretgnty  of  the  Teas  ?  If  it  be  faid  that  Auftria,  our 
only  ally,  (if  Ae  yet  be  fuch,)  msTy  be  able  to  bring  men  into  the 
£eld,  but  has  not  the  means  of  paying  them,  then  let  it  be  confidered, 
that  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  after  he  had  broken  the  treaty  of 
Campo  Formio,  made  the  moft  powerful  exertions  againft  France, 
without'  the  leaft  pecuniary  aftiftance  from  any  quarter  whatfdever* 
Will  It  not  therefore  be  right.  Sir,  to  difcufs  the  propriety,  in  a 
Committee  upon  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  of  fubiidizing  foreign 
Princes  to  fight  battles  in  wliich  they  are  infinitely  more  intexefted 
than  ourfelves  ? 

**  Having  touched,  Sir,  upon  the  fubjefl  of  fubfidies,  I  cannot  help 
fuggefting,  even  at  this  advanced  hour  of  the  night,  that  this  Houfe 
ought  to  be  informed,  whether  the  Court  of  Vienna  have  perfbraied 
the  engagement  it  has  contra^ed  with  England.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  Emperor  of  Germany  borrowed  of  our  Government 
'4,6oo,oool.  in  the  year  1 795.  Gentlemen  have  tk>  occafion  to 
.be  told,  that,  by  the  conditions  of  that  loan,  his  Imperial  Majefty 
{lipulateci'to  pay  the  intereft  regularly,  and  to  ihveft  6'o,oooh  annu* 
ally  in  our  funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal.  Has  his  Im-' 
^rral  Mtijefty  ever  paid  a  fingle  (hilling  in  the  fhape  of  intereft  t 
Has  he  ever  purchafed  any  ftock  whatever  for  the  purpofe  of  gra» 
dually  extinguifhing  the  capital }  The  Houfe  is  alfo  aware  that  a 
convention  wasmadelo  the  ye^  I797t  by  which  our  Govemuient 
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lent  the  Aim  of  ij6oo»oool.  to  the  Court  of  Vienna*  Words 
cannot  make  it  clearer  that  this  fum  was  advanced  as  a,  loan ;  y^t 
the  Emperor^  until  very  lately,  contended  that  it  Was  no  more  than 
a  fubfidy,  contrary  to  a  language  the  mod  unambiguous^  and  incapa* 
ble  of  being  n^ifunderftood.  He  quibbled  ;  he  made  ufe  of  every 
fubterfuge  and  evafion  for  a  cunfiderable  time.  On  the  1 7th  of 
February  of  the  prefent  year,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ac- 
knowledged that  he  had  juft  received  intelligence  of  the  ratification 
of  that  convention,  which  ought  to  have  been  figned  above  two 
years  before.  This  long  interval  the  Emperor  confumed  in  dif- 
honourable  cavilling,  and  at  length  confented  to  allow  the  debt 
which,  in  fairnefs,  he  never  could  have  denied.  He  confented  to 
own  himfclf  a  debtor  to  England  in  the  amount  of  i,6oo,ooq1. 
on  condition  of  receiving  a  bonus  in  the  form  of  fubfidy  of  about 
a,ooo,oool.     He  was  bribed  into  an  z6t  of  honefly. 

*^  The  inquiries,  Sir,  which  I  have  propofed,  are  of  primary  im* 
portance,.and  demand,  in  my  judgment,  the  attention  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe.  In  no  other  way  can  they  be  throughly 
lifted  and  examined.  If  the  refult  of  a  full  inveAigatiq^  of  thefe 
and  other  topics,  which  will  naturally  prefent  themfelves,  (hould 
prove  unfavourable  to  Minifters ;  if  they  (hould  be  convided  of 
carrying  on  the  war  for  an  objed  deferving  of  the  moft  marked  re- 
probation ;  if  it  (hould  appear  that  they  are  men  bold  in  defign  and 
impotent  in  execution,  who,  by  a  uniform  feries  of  miscarriages 
within  a  few  ihort  months,  have  brought  their  country  into  fo 
perilous  a  crifis,  that  fcarcely  a  ray  of  hope  pierces  the  thick  gloom 
which  hangs  over  our  heads ;  if  they  have  violently  and  difdain- 
fuUy  rejected  the  pacific  overtures  of  Bonaparte,  twice  propofed  inf 
terms  the  moft  decent  and  refpedlful,  upon  flimfy  pretences  whioh 
lead  to  eternal  war,  fuch  as  the  probable  inftability  of  a  govern- 
ment, and  the  infidious  rharadter  of  its  firft  magiftrate,  [A  general 
cry  of  **  Hear!  Hear !  "  from  the  Oppofition  benches,]  then,  Sir^ 
chat  Committee  will  have  but  one  meafure  to  adopt,  namely,  to 
prefent  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  praying  him  to  difmiis  from  his 
councils  his  prefent  weak,  rafh,  and  inefQcient  adminiftration." 

Colonel  HE^EY  ADDINGTON  obfcrved,  that  one  topic 
dwelt  on  (hortly  by  the  honourable  member  who  had  juft  fat  down^ 
particularly  drew  his  attention.  It  was  ftated,  that  one  object  of  the 
propofed  Committee  was  to  afcertain  the  objefl  of  the  war  :  and 
to  do  this,  it  would  be  necclTaiy  to  review  the  whole  of  its  hiftory, 
and  not  only  to  call  to  the  bar  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  floor,  but  alfo  all  his  Majefty's  cabinet.  Thofe  high  charac- 
ters muft  be  alkcd  feparalely  what  the  motives  were  w^ch  ledto 
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the  war  in  its  origin,  and  what  the  caufes  that  oceafioned  its  bong 
continued.  For  his  part,  he  was  averfe  to  every  prupofition  whidi 
drew  into  controverfy  the  purity  of  thofe  motives  which  led  origi- 
nally to  the  war.  But  the  chief  ground  of  the  present  nDoctcm  ap- 
peared to  be,  the  fuppofed  rcverfes  in  Italy.  Now  he  did  not 
mean  to  deny  that  loffes  had  been  fuftained  hy  our  allies  in  that 
quarter  :  yet,  furdy,  gentlemen  would  allow,  that  it  was  incumbent 
on  the  H^ufe  of  Commons  to  know  precifcly  the  extent  of  the 
lolfes  of  our  allies,  their  temper,  and  means,  before  coming  to  a 
vote  which  might  have  the  eBt&  of  creating  jealoufies  or  exciting 
alarmst  How  Oood  the  fad  as  to  Italy  ?  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  enemy  had  obtained  a  vifiory  ;  but  if  the  convention  with 
Melas  was  recolle^tedi  it  mull  be  obvious  ro  gentlemen  that,  having 
ftipulated  for  the  forts  of  Piedmont,  he  had  taken  the  dr^ong  line 
of  the  Mincio,  and  was  probably  in  a  condition  to  maintain  him- 
felf,  with  Mantua,  &c.  to  fiipport  him  on  one  fide.  But  what* 
ever  was  the  real  fituation  of  our  ally  in  Italy,  it  would  ill  become 
us  to  defpond.  With  refped  to  the  aflenion,  that  peace  was  the 
general  wi(h  of  the  country,  he  would  remind  gentlemen,  that  in 
the  time  of  the  American  war  the  table  was  crowded  with  petitions 
for  peace,  whereas  not  a  fingle  petition  was  before  the  Houfe  at  chat 
moment  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  Being  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  no 
Drong  cafe  was  made  out,  he  (hould  coniider  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
oppofe  the  motion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN— <<  Sir,  I  have  liflened  with  very  great  at- 
tention  to  the  feveral  gentlemen  who  have  this  night  addrefled  you 
on  the  prefent  qucAion  ^  but,  except  the -honourable  gentleman  who 
has  juft  far  down,  I  have  not  heard  one  member  inliohas  met  the 
qoefiion  fairly.  He  has  faid,  that  if  my  honourable  friend  had 
made  out  a  ftrong  cafe,  he  would  not  have  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  him. 
Now,  Sir,  I  muft  be  permitted  to  fay,  that  I  think' a  peculiarly 
firong  cafe  has  been  exhibited,  and  has  been  fupported.  Thofe 
gentlemen  who  would  not  be  detained  by  any  grave  and  patient  ex- 
amination of  the  qucftion,  thofe  who  appeared  on  all  occafions  eager 
to  ikip  over  the  woA  im'portant  intercili,  and  the  moil  facred  ri^t», 
had  alfumed  two  grounds  as  the  bafis  of  the  prefent  motion.  One 
of  thcfe  was  peace ;  and  the  other  the  difiPiiTal  of  His  Majcity*^ 
MiniOers.  That  peace  (Kbuld  be  an  ungrateful  found  in  a  Bridlh 
*  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  ominous  ;  hut  that  the  difmiffal  of  Mi- 
nifters  was  to  be  ftoutly  refifted,  could  i|ot  at  all  furprife  thofe  who 
knew  how  much  depended  on  the  poffedion  of  place  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  pcnfions.  But  what  was  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  ? 
Why  no  moft  than  that  as  there  c3(iftcd  a  faew  and  extraordinary  oifis 
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of  the  war,  of  die  country ,  and  of  Europei  it  iras  aflumed  to  be  iti- 
cumbent  on  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  England  not  to  go  back 
to  theiir  confticucnts  unable  to  anfwer  them  on  the  moR  momentous- 
of  all  inquiries — "  What  is  the  ftatc  of  the  Country  f*^    The 
motion  fecks  to  appoint  a  Committee  tp  inquire  into  the  (late  of  the 
nation.     What  cflfeA  this  Committee  will  really  have,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  conjecture.     I  wjlh  it  to  be  appointed,  becaufe  I  am  folicit- 
ous  that  the  Houie  (hould  be  found  collefied,  in  cafe  of  arrivals 
from  the  Continent,  fo  as  to  advife  the  iCrown  on  the  circumAancea 
of  the  war.     In  point  of  fa<5t,  the  motion  differs  not  materially 
from  the  one  I  had  myfelf  the  honour  to  bring  forw?ird  the  other 
day  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe.     And  furely  no  honourable  member 
who  valued  the  Conftitutlbn— >who  confidered  the  aAual  fituation 
of  the  country «—  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  ftate  of  Europe,  will  ' 
be  in  hafte  to  deny,  that  never  was  there  a  cri(is  more  impohant 
than  the  prefcnt^^never  a  period  when  it  was  more  necclTary  that 
the  conftituents  of  the  people  of  England  (hould  be  colleAed— - 
ibould  look  fully  in  the  face  of  the  impending  danger  --  (hould  try 
rheir  honeft  patriotic  flrength-— (hould  make  their  firm  but  refpedl- 
ful  appeal  to  the  throne,  on  the  dt(h'efled  and  frightful  (^tuation  of 
the  country.     The  principal  objedt  of  the  motion,  if  adopted,  is^ 
however,  to  appoint  a  Committee,  in  which' an  addrefs  fhall  be 
moved  to  His  Maje(ly,  praying  that  His  Majeily  will  be  pleafed  not 
to  prorogue  the.  Parliament  in  the  prefent.  conjundure  of  public 
affairs.     It  will  be  feen  prefently  M^hether  too  much  is  afkcd  by 
that  motion.     A  gentleman  who  fpokc  early  in  the  debate  obferved, 
that  the  falvation  of  the  country  depended  on  the  refult  of  the  dif- 
cufTion  of  this  night.     I  do  not  know  how  far  it  is  true,    that 
the  fafety  of  the  country  is  in  (iridlnefs  involved  in  the  debate  ;  but 
I  do  know  that  the  charader  of  the  Houfe  is  moft  peculiarly  im- 
plicated.    We  (imply  defire  that  a  Committee  (hall  be  appointed 
to  confider  of  the  (late  of  the  country ;  we  do  not  propofe  that  the 
Minifter  (ball  be  difmiifed :  we  propofe  no  change  of  men  or  of 
meafures,  but  leave  every  thing,  except  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee, to  the  future  decifion  of  Parliament.     Thus  then,  if  the 
motion  is  rejeded,  gentlemen  will  refufe  an  inquiry,  which  it  is 
moft  certain  the  general  af&irs  of  this  country  and  of  Europe  ren- 
der abfolutely  neceifary ;  and  which  it  is  neceflary  to  adopt  if  the 
charader  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  to  be  at  all  times  refpedled. 
.  The  honourable  gentleman  Who  fpoke  la(t  fays,  that  the  intelligence 
refpeding  the  defeats  of  the  Auftrians  has  come  to  us  wholly  through 
the  French  papers.     I  own  that  this  is  the  fource  of  intelligence  to 
tbjB  Englifli  public,     JSut  what  fignifics  a  faftidious  jealoufy  of  the 
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truth  of*  French  ftatements.  '  Tt  is   not  in  the  nature  of  human 
genius  to  alter  the  great  and  dccifivc  events  of  the  campaign.     We 
are  told  that  it  is  only  the  event  of  a  fingle  battle  on  which  we  dwcU 
fo'mudh.     I  grant  that  it  is  no  tnore. .    But,  Sir,  is  that  light  mat- 
ter which  is  conne6ted  with  the  refulr  of  the  Angle  battle  of  which 
gentlemen  afFe6t  to  think  fo  meanly  ?     Do  gcntleinen  know,  that 
by  that  battle,  France  got  poiTefiion  of  more  power  than  (he  ever 
did  pofleiis ;  that  the  refult  of  it  was  to  give  to  the  vidlorious  Ge> 
neral  a  more  extenfive  dominion^  a  wider  fcope  of  tcrnxory,  than  was 
ever  before  poiTefled  in  confequcncc  of  any  fingle  battle.     Never 
fince  hoftile  arnnics  have  met  in  die  warlike  plain,  have  fo  many 
flrong  places,  fome  of  them  die  ftrongeil  in  Etirope,  been  given  up 
to  the  v\€tQU     Sir,  the  (ucccis  of  the  cnem/  dazzles  ordinary  men, 
.and  even  leaves  not  the  means  to  men  pra^icaily  converfant  in  die 
icience  of  war,  of  analyfing  the  elements  of  thofc  vail  and  profound 
^plans  which  led  in  the  execution  of  thcra  to  fuch  unparalleled 
achievements^  and  fo  great  an  acquifition  of  individual  glory.      I 
truft  that  no  honourable  gentleman,  I  truft  that  no  fagaciuus  War 
Secretary  will  hereafter  think  of  denying  that  Bonaparte  is  a  mafter 
jn  the  art  of  war.     The  line  of  territory  poffei&d  by  the  Auftrian 
.General,  and  which  gentiemcn  appear  to  confider  fo  advantageous  to 
the  allies,  is  juft  that  line  which  the  conqueror  pointed  out.    Melas 
was  beaten ;  fionaparte  admitted  him  to  a  convention.    The  flrong 
l^aces  of  Italy  are  given  up.     But  it  is  evident,  that  the  Auflrian 
army  was  indebted  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  conqueror  for  the  terms 
(^^pparently  fo  moderate)  on  which  his  hoftilities  were  fufpended. 
V/e  are  told,  that  it  is  but  the  event  of  one  battle  we  have  as  yet  to 
dwell  on.    I  admit,  Sir,  it  is  only  one  battle  ;  but  in  my  mind  a 
more  dccifive  battle  was  never  fought.     What !  (hall  you  wait 
until  a  fecond  battle  and  a  third  has  been  'fought !  Shall  you  wait 
until  Kray  has  loft  a  battle,  until  a  firft  and  fecond  battle  have  de- 
cided tliC  fate  of  Germany  I  Perhaps,  Minifters,  ading  on  official 
dirpatches  and  in  the  clofct,  do  well  to  wait ;  but  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  knowing  how  crying  is  the  neceffity  of  the  people,  will 
do  right  immediately  to  commence  an  inquiry,  which  is  to  enable 
it  to  judge  diftindUy  and  accurately  of  the   real  (ituation  of  the 
country.     However,  Sir,  we  are  reminded  that  it  is  not  at  this 
moment  as  it  was  towards  the  clofe  of  the  American  war.     We 
are  told  there  are  no  petitions  on  the  table.  This  is  bold  langua^. 
But  do  gentlemen  forget  thit  at  the  time  of  the  American  war,  bad 
as  wa&  the  fyik^m,  the  people  could  meet,  and  could  petition  Parlia- 
ment according  to  law  ?  wbilft  in  bur  duty,  diat  country  from  which 
this  Hoafc  derives  its  exiftence,  is^oot  at  liberty  to  meet  by  its  io- 
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habitants  to  petition  Parliament  againft  a  cfocl^  oppreffiw,  un* 
neoelTary  and  unjuft  war.  Thui  much  with  regard  to  petitions  for 
peace.  An  hondurable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ellifon)  behind  me,  has 
talked  this  night,  as  his  cuftom  is  on  all  occafions,  of  his  independ* 
ence.  I  think  this  a  delicate  topic.  I  do  not  like  to  hear  fo  much 
faid  of  one's  independence  on  all  occafionSy  and  under  every  kind  of 
circumftances.  It  is  not  any  fign  of  a  narrow  fpirit  to  refi^fe  mw 
qualified  encomiums  on  fuch  men.  No  moralid  would  think  that 
virtue  pure  which  was  never  to  be  exercifed,  nay,  never  recolleded, 
without  apparent  exultation  and  an  exprefiion  of  (ingular  enjoyment. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  talks  fo  much  of  his  independence 
need  not,  perhaps,  be  told,  that  in  this  Houfe  independence  is  a 
marketable  commodity.  .  Wc  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  cbafi- 
dence ;  but  I  own  that  I  never  kricw  it,  before  this  night,  made  the 
excluiive  ground  of  fupport  of  Miniflers.  We  are  told,  there  i& 
no  doubt  of  the  country  continuing  to  profper;  that  we  (hall 
maintain  our  fupe'riority  ;  that  AuAria  will  recover  her  panic  and 
her  loflcs  ;  that  all  the  effential  members  of  the.  confederacy, 
RuiTia,  &c.  are  yet  to  be  drawn  cordially  into  the  le^ue.  I  believe 
not  one  word  of  all  this.  But  what  will  the  conftituents  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  fay  i  They  will  aflc,  why  do  you  believe. 
in  all  thefe  things?  TKe  anfwcr  is  ready,  becaofe  we  have  always 
believed,  and  becaufe  the  Miniiter  appears  to  wi(h  that  we  fhould 
continue  to  believe.  What  was  faid  of  King  William  III.  is  cu* 
rious.  We  are  reminded,  that  the  glory  of  that  Monarch  did  not 
arife-from  his  own  talents,  fo  much  as  from  the  fgccefs.of  his  ene-* 
mies.  Now,  Sir,  if  this  had  been  really  true,  I  know  of  no  pair 
of  charaders  that  fo  ftrongly  refemblc  as  William  III.  and  Wil- 
liam Pitt !— The  truth  is,  however,  that  the  genuine  glory  of  Wil* 
Ham  III.  grew  up  with  circumOances  of  real  danger,  when  the 
fuccefles  of  his  enemies  tried  his  firmnefs  :  but  when  no  meafure 
of  adverlity  could  appal  him  ;  when,  on  the  contrary,  he  bent  for- 
ward his  object  with  an  undaunted  fpirit,  and  baying  colle^ed  the 
heft  troops,  andpoiTeifed  himfelfofthe  beft  refourcesof  a  people,  fab 
made  the  fword  decide  the  fortune  of  bis  nation,  and  of  Europe/ 
William  III.  kept  together  coal  irions,  by  his  adivity,  his  iHX)weft^ 
and  his  talents'^-all  coalitions  break  down  under  the  uneven  and 
unwife  fyftem  of  the  prefent  Miniders.  But  the  chamber  of  Bo«* 
naparte  is  at  length  to  be  refcued  from  the  mud  and  mire  of  Minifi* 
terial  abufe.  The  ri^t  hon6urable  Secretary  admits  that  that 
General  does  polTefs  talents,  nay,  that  he  is  a  gieatt  man»  and  tlM 
France  is  a  great  nation.  Wonderful  oonceflion  I  Bonaparte  a 
gpcat  man  l^  I  own  ttk  boat>afa|>k  gqitlmiaa  ]^ielded.  *idie 
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mtflion  tnoft  unwillingljr ;  for  at  the  moment  it  was  made,  one 
reminded  of  the  fcurrilitj^  once  fo  ia(hionable ;  infomuch  that  that 
conceflion  was  made  in  the  ftyle  of  a  femi-blufter.     The  right 
honourable  Secretary  hasy  however^  attempted  an  apology  for  all 
the  tribe  of  thofe  who  abufed  Bonaparte^     We  werd  told  this  nighty 
that  abufe  may  be  very  equivocal  and  innoxious  ;  at  leaft  that  it 
may  only  be  fomething  in  which  fentimenC  <cakes  an  intereft,  or 
which  is  to  be  appreciated  by  feeling.     I  own,  that  I  am  not  quite 
enough  of  a  metaphyfician  to  purfue  thefe  topics  minutely*     But 
moA  practical  readers  in  the  fcicnce  of  human  nature  wodd  be  of 
opinion,  that  foul  and  g^dfs  epithets  oonftitute  abufe,  if  that  abufe 
were  not  accompanied  with  the  qualification  of  a  Prime  Minifter  or 
a  Secretary  at  War.  We  were  told  that  fomeone  adverttfed  worftcd 
flockings  lofty  to  find  (ilk  :  a  very  pretty  conceit !  but  what  more  it 
has  to  do  with  a  motion  .for  an  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation 
than  would  a  differtation  on  iilk-worms  have  to  do  with  one  on  a 
Tiviot  (heepi  I  muft  leave   to  the  worthy  Prefident  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.     As  a  figure  it  is  wretched^     I  ean  underftand  a 
pair  of  bells  on  a  fool's  cap  ;  but  I  do  not  know  what  is  meant  bf 
a  pair  of  bells  on  a  helmet :  yet  of  the  nature  of  this  latter  abfurditj^ 
is  that  metaphor  of  the  (ilk  and  worfied  ftocking.     With  refped  to 
peace,  we  have  had  fomething  of  an  explanation.     We  were  told 
by  the  honourable   Secretary,   that  abufe   might  be  juiHfiable; 
but  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  prompted 
that  gentleman,  and  we  faw  the  Secretary  corred  himfelf  moft  re- 
markably, in  confequehce  of  the  hint  of  the  right  honourable  mem^ 
ben     It  appeared  from  the  prompting,  that  gentlemen  think  that 
mutual  abufe  has  never  prevented  a  peace  being  coiKluded  between 
powers  at  war.     It  may  be  true,  that  in  many  inftances  peace  has 
fufFered  no  material  delay  in  this  way.     But  perhaps  die  peace  of 
nations  has  not  been  lefs  di(turbed  than  the  peace  of  individuals. 
The  honourable   Secretary  can  well  remember  the  time  when 
his  abufe  of  thofe  near  him,  of  the  right  honourable  ChanceUor  of 
the  Exchequer,  of  whom  he  was  never  unwilling  to  talk  in  con* 
tcmptuous  firains,  who  was  mere  Dowlas,— that  that  abufe  did  not 
at  all  preclude  a  peace,  a  moft  cordial  and  complete  reoondliatioa. 
But,  Sir,  we  are  told  that  the  motion  of  my  honourable  friend  it 
unadvifedand  premature.     All  that  we  alk  is,  to  go  into  the  tn-> 
qiury.     My  honourable  friend,  has  called  on  the  Houfe  to  paufe,  to 
look  at  the  date  of  the  country,  and  adopt  proper  meafures  to  avert 
the  common  danger  ;  and,  confidering  what  is  the  flate  of  Europe, 
is  it  too  much  to  call  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons  toadt  a  part  wor«- 
thy:ofitfclfi     What  W«  wiOi  is,  to  (hew  Ifaat  Ad  rct|p  of  blinds 
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fervilcy  and  corropt  influence  is  over  ;  that  new  vigour  has  been 
^  infufeH  into  the  Conftirution ;  and  vfi'hen  we  recoUe^ty  that  the  aUies 
muA  know  how  much  ought  to  de|)end  on  a  Houfe  rightly  confti- 
tutcd,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  the  inquiry  we  propofe  would 
difcourage  our  allict.  The  enemy  would  alfo  fee  in  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  fomerhing  to  caufe  hefitation.  For,  can  it  be  fuppofed  that 
Bonaparte,  addrefling  his  ibldiers  on  the  eve  of  attempting  an  inva- 
fion  of  this  countryi  could  ufe  one  topic  with  better  efk&,  than  that 
the  fame  Minifters  ruled  who  began  and  conduced  the  wan  The 
people  of  England,  indeed,  muA  wi(h  that  the  men  who  have 
brought  the  country  to  the  brink  of  ruin  may  not  always  guide  her 
affairs.  Thus  much  then  as  to  the  effed  the  motion,  if  carried^ 
would  have  on  thefpirit  of  the  country.  Do  we  hear  that  the  funds 
have  rifen  ;  the  pvofped  of  peace  is  the  caufe.  I  own,  that  if  Ire-^ 
land  or  the  Weft  Indies  were  at  all  in  danger,  I  (hould  be  alarmed  ; 
but  as  they  are  not  in  danger  at  this  moment,  who  can  be  certain 
that  the  conteft  (hall  not  afford  opportunities  to  the  enemy  of  annex- 
ing thofe  poflfeffions.  An  honourable  gentleman  has  faid,  that  if 
we  have  fent  money  to  the  Continent,  we  have  had  an  equivalent. 
I  do  not  know  what  is  here  really  meant.  Is  the  blood  of  the 
brave  Germans  a  mere  matter  of  commerce  ?  But  the  fad  perhaps 
is,  chat  the  placemen,  peniioners,  loan-brokers,  and  contradors 
have  had  an  equivalent.  With  regard  to  the  obfervations  of  an 
honourable  member  (Mr.  Wilberibrce),  that  Minifters  would  pro- 
ceed with  the  work  of  peace  whenever  circumftances  would  allow, 
and  that  they  wi(bed  for  peace,  he  could  only  remind  the  honour- 
able member  of  the  tranfadipns  of  17959  when  the  honourable 
member,  by  an  amendment  to  a  motion  then  made  for  peace,  ac- 
tually pledged  the  Minifter  to  negotiate.  We  have  heard  fromr  the 
fame  gentleman  of  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  adminiftration.  But 
whatever  was  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  the  Minifters  then,  they 
appear  to  be  much  reduced  in  their  ftock  of  both  at  this  moment. 
We  were  told,  that  in  i797>  however,  they  attempted  a  fincere 
negotiation.  Tlits  phrafe  was  merely  a  trap,  and  feveral  have  been 
caught  in  it.  War  went  on.  No  fincere  efforts  were  made  to 
fiop  its  progrefs.  A  lois  of  no  lefs  than  1 50,000  lives,  and  about 
200,000,0001.  are  the  eftc£ts  of  the  obftinacy  of  Minifters  on  that 
occaGon.  We  are  told  of  fweet-hearting  for  peace  ;  that  we  muft 
give  the  heart  and  the  hand  to  make  peace  effedual.  Now,  Sir, 
I  willingly  admit,  that  we  muft  be  in  eameft.  But  if  they  ar« 
tempted  a  peace  in  1797  with  the  regicide  DireSory,  when  the 
Emperor  had  figned  the  peace  of  Leoben,  can  it  be,  that  they  are 
in  a  worfe  lituation  at  ihb  moment.  With  regard  to  the  objects 
Vol.  XII.  Xk 
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of  the  war,  much  has  been  faid.  The  ohjeSts  have  been  various. 
The  laft  we  heard  avowed,  wa^  the  reftoration  of  the  Bourbans. 
In  1 797,  we  heard  of  nothing  but  religion  and  morali^ ;  but  thtfie 
were  ibon  loft  in  attempts  to  negotiate  with  advantage  for  Trinco- 
male,  the  Cape,  and  fome  other  colonies.  The  laft  objed  of  the 
war  was  pretty  diftin^l ;  but  even  that  is  now  difavowed,  and  we 
are  told  that  Minifters  only  wifli  to  carry  on  a  defenfive  war.  Oflfen- 
five  war  is  therefore  given  up.  But  if  a  defenfive  war  be  advifc- 
able,  a  Committee  is  the  only  proper  plan  to  confider  of  the  meant 
and  the  mode  of  carrying  it  on.  Again,  it  would  be  neceflfaiy  Co 
coniider  ii^  ihd  Committee  what  effcd  immediate  peace  would  have 
on  the  commerce  of  this  country.     France  muft  divide  our  com- 

Amerce  with  us ;  whilft,  on  the  odier  hand,  if  we  continue  the  war, 
ihe  will  be  able  to  raife  a  great  navy,  to  which  her  fituation  and  her 
refources  fo  much  adapt  ,her.  .  Under  thefe  circctrnftances,  then,  I 
think.  Sir,  I  may  with  great  propriety  call  on  gentlemen  to  turn 
their  minds  fincerely  to  peace :  let  us  feek  peace  cordially,  wicfa 
heart  and  hand ;  peace  with  reconciliation  ;  fuch  a  peace  as  the  two 
countries  can  bear,  and  as  will  be  compatible  with  their  mutual  and 
joint  fecurity.  There  can  be  no  fecurity  in  a  peace  which  gives 
exclufive  advantages  to  one  party.  I  then  wifli  for  peace ;  the 
country  wilhes  for  peace  :  yet  if  thte  right  honourable  Secretaiy  is 
afraid  of  a  tri-coloured  cockade  in  the  ftreets  of  London ;  if  he  ia 
afraid  that  idle  curioiity  will  take  many  perfonsto  Paris,  who  might 
wiAi  to  introduce  French  fannons ;  or  if  he  is  fearful  that  perlbns  poT- 
feffing  fmall  fortunes  will  emigrate  to  France — while  thefe  are  fit  mat- 
ters to  be  gravely  confidercd,  it  ought  alfo  to  be  remembered  that  great 
and  prefling  evils  accumulate  with  the  war,  which  ought  alfo  to  rc» 
ceive  grave  and  weighty  conflderationu  However  it  is  not  my  in* 
tention  to  difcufk  the  queftion  of  peace  now  in  all  its  detail,  though 
if  it  be  put  on  the  ground  of  fecurity,  if  I  know  any  thing  of  the 
meaning  of  that  word,  I  am  ready  to  fupport  the  war  until  it  can 
be  concluded  with  honour  and  fafety.  I  (hall  trouble  the  Houfe 
no  farther  with  thefe  topics.  I  think  the  motion  of  my  honourable 
friend  a  truly  good  one,  and  with  a  thorough  CQnvi<Stion,  that  if 
adopted  by  the  Houfe  it  will  be  attended  with  ftgnal  national 
benefits,  I  (hall  moft  cordially  fupport  it." 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  commented  upon  the  differ- 
cnt  objefis  which  gentlemen  appeared  to  have  in  this  motion. 
Some  wilhed  for  peace  :  others  wi(hed  for  a  difmiiTal  of  Minifters : 

'  others,  again,  wiihed  that  it  fhould  be  a  Committee  of  vigilance, 
to  watch  the  condud  of  the  Eic'ecutive  Government.  He  contended, 
that  before  they  could  3&  upon  the  latter  principle,  they  muft  come 
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to  a  rcToIutiou  that  the  Eicecutive  Government  v^9  um?orthy  to  be 
trufted.  If  Government  (hewed  a  difpofition;  to  treat  in  tjgj, 
why  was  it  to  be  inferred  that  they  did  not  how .  poiTefs  the  fame 
defire  i  but  he  confidered  the  means  as  pointed  out  by  this  motion 
IS  difgraceful  in  the  extreme ;  it  was  telling  our  allies  that  we  re- 
garded their  intereils  only  while  they  were  fucccfsful  \  but  that  the  mo- 
ment they  were  unfortunate,  we  would  negotiate  widiout  them,  and 
leave  them  to  their  fate.  But  even  putting  the  worft  cafe  that  could 
happen,  that  we  Ihould  be  obliged  to  contend  againl^  France  alone^ 
that  cafe  would  not  be  new  to  us  ;  we  had  done  it  before,  and  we 
had  found  that  our  fonitude  and  courage  were  equal  to .  the  conteft. 
Gentlemen,  when  they  talked  of  the  fuflerings  of  this  country, 
Aould  recoiled  the  fufferitigs  and  facrifices  made  by  France  ;  there 
it  was  that  we  ought  to  imitate  her  ;  they  had  exceeded  any  thing 
which  we  had  felt :  and  if  they  had  borne  fo  much  evil  with  forti- 
tude in  a  bad  caufe,  what  ought  we  not  to  bear  to  fupport  our's  i 
They  had  done  wifely  in  that  refped,  and  they  were  worthy  of 
imitation.  When  gentlemen  talked  of  the  funds  as  a  criterion  of 
the  wifhes  of  the  people,  it  wss'^clear  that  they  argued  from  a  falfe 
criterion — what  did  they  proves  They  provod  iK>thing ""more 
than  that  fome  men  were  fo  intereAed,  that  they  preferred  their 
private  intereit  to  the  intereft  of  the  community*  With  refpcA  to 
the  general  queftion,  whether  the  condud  purfued  towards  France 
^s  wife  and  politic,  that  depended  upon  a  view  of  all  the  events 
which  had  taken  place.  For  his  part,  he  declared,  that  he  had 
never  repented  of  the  vote  which  he  gave  for  the  war ;  and  the 
only  regret  which  he  felt  was,  that  it  was  not  fooner  entered  into ; 
for,  with  refpedt  to  the  aggreflion,  there  was  fufficient  grounds  when 
France  difcovered  what  her  principles  were,  and  her  defigns  againft 
Europe.  He  had  been  afked  what  price  we  had  been  repaid  for  all 
that  we  had  advanced  i  In  his  opinion  the  re-payment  had  been 
abundant — we  had  faved  our  Conftitution  ;  and  we  had  maintained 
the  fame  ftate  of  civil  foctety.  *  Sometimes  honourable  gentlemen 
cenfured  us  for  goitig  on  without  alliances  ;  at  other  times  they 
leprefented  alliances  as  fo  many  burdens  ;  fo,  do  which  you  would, 
they  hung  you  up  on  one  of  the  horns  of  their  dilemma.  He 
thought  they  had  (hewn  no  prafbcal  good  ^Mhich  could  refult  from 
the  motiori  ;  and,'  in  his  opinion,  inftead  of  accelerating  peace,  it 
would  tend  to  delay  ir,  and  to  fetter  the  hands  of  the  government 
in  the  profccution  of  that  objed. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  did  not  wilh  by  any  means  to  crouch  to  France 
fin:  peace  ^  but  if  ever  a  Commitcee  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  oi  the 
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nation  was  neceflarjr,  it  was  at  the  prefent  moment.  The  confi- 
dence whidi  had  been  repoTed  in  Miniders,  he  thought,  had  been 
grofsly  abufed.  If  it  was  a  h&f  that  by  the  reafons  which  a  feir 
months  back  they  had  utged  againft  entering  into  a  negotianon  with 
France,  that  Houfe  had  been  deceived,  and  precipitated  into  a  de- 
termination to  continue  the  war,  Minifters  had  in  that  cafe  betrayed 
their  country,  and  deceived  their  Sovereign.  The  aiguments  which 
•  were  then  advanced  by  them  in  fupport  of  their  projeds  had  proved 
wholly  fallacious  ;  and  the  experience  of  fafis  which  they  required 
bad  proved  of  a  moft  damning  nature  to  their  own  caufe.  No 
one,  he  was  fure,  would  now  atgue,  that  the  relative  (ituation  of 
this  country  with  France  was  fo  favourable  at  prefent  as  it  was  at 
the*  period  of  our  refulkl  to  negotiate.  It  was  not  a  Committee  of 
vigilance  that  was  fought  for ;  nor  did  he  conceive  it  to  be  altogether 
right  to  call  it  by  that  name.  What  was  required,  was,  a  Cona- 
inittee  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  nation  ;  a  proceeding  by  no 
means  novel  in  that  Houfe.  If  we  perfifted  in  the  war  without 
taking  fome  precaution  of  this  kind,  we  (hould  have  nothing  to 
hope,  and  every  thing  to  fear.  He  reprobated  in  very  iTevere  terms 
the  pradice  of  fending  expeditions  from  this  country,  which,  among 
the  many  evils  attendant  upon  them,  tended  to  increafe  the  fcarcity 
of  proviflons.  In  the  event  of  the  war  being  continued  much 
longer,  he  feared  much  that  the  wliole  naval  force  of  this  country 
would  not  be  fufficient  to  proteA  our  pofleflions  from  invafion.  He 
had  no  great  apprehenlions  with  refped  to  England  itfelf ;  but  the 
iituation  of  Ireland  he  thought  rendered  its  fafety  rather  precarious* 
He  condemned  the  meafure.of  the  Union,  as  having  no  tendency  to 
conciliation,  or  to  the  removal  of  complaints.  He  admitted  the 
profperous  ftate  of  our  revenue  at  prefent,  but  attributed  this  prof- 
perity  to  the  disjointed  ftate  of  Europe,  which  would  ceafe  on  the 
conchifion  of  a  peace  ;  and  hinted  at  the  probability  of  an  armed 
neutrality  of  the  northern-  countries  to  oppofe  the  views  of  Great 
Britain ;  which  neutrality,  if  joined  by  America,  might  produce  the 
'  moft  fatal  confequences  to  our  commerce,  the  great  ^«'»fce  of  our 
revenue.  He  by  no  means  wiftied  to  drive  Minifters  into  a  ne- 
I  gotiation.  On  the  contrary,  he  hoped  they  would  not  attempt  any 
I  fuch  proceeding  ;  for  he  was  fure  they  could  poflfefs  no  Sincerity  on 
^  fuch  an  occafion.  From  the  whole  of  their  condud,  he  did  not 
conceive  it  prafiidable  for  them  to  treat  with  fuccefe,  and  therefore 
he  could  not  poflibly  give  them  his  confidence.  If  Bonaparte 
\  fought  revenge,  he  now  pofTeflfed  an  abundant  portion  of  it  in  the 
I     feelings  and  the  humiliation  of  the  BritiOi  Miniftets*     After  ail 
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the  fcurriKty  and  invrflive  that  had  been  lavifbed  by  them,  the 
moment  of  their  complete  humiliation  was  at.length  arrived.  They 
were,  however,  proud,  and  could  not  bring  themfclves  ro  beg  that 
peace  which  they  had  fo  lately  refufed  from  the  hands  of  him  whom 
they  termed  a  Corfican  Ufurper,  and  to  whofe  footftool  they  muft  • 
neceflfarily  crouch,  if  they  (hould  at  any  time  become  ferious  in 
their  endeavours  to  terminate  the  war.  UnlcTs  the  Houfe  inter- 
fered, he  declared  to  God  he  faw  no  falvation  for  the  country. 
The  inquiry  propofed  would,  he  doubted  not,  furnilh  ground  of 
impetchmcnt  againft  Miniflcrs,  who  had  perfuaded  His^Majefty, 
contrary  to  his  nature  and  difpolition,  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
cries  of  peace.  He  concluded  by  giving  his  hearty  ailent  to  the 
motion. 

The  Houfe  then  divided,  when  there  appeared. 

For  the  motion,  27  ;  Againft  it,  143, 


IIST  of  the  MINORITY 
On  Mr.  Western'^  Motion, 

Adair,  R.  Lemon,  Col. 

Anfon,  T.  ^  Milner,  Sir  W. 

Barclay,  G.  Moftyn,  Sir  T. 

fiiddalph,  R.  NichoUs,  J. 

Bfrd,  W.  W.  North,  D. 

Boaverie,  Hon.  E.  Plumer,  W« 

Buidett  Jones,  Sir  F.  Ruflfell,  Lord  J. 

Coombe,  H.  C.  (Lord  Mayor)  RufTeJl,  Lord  W. 

Denifon,  W.  J.  Sherid  m,  R.  B. 
Httffey,  W.                                 ^    Smith,  W. 

Jeffries,  N.  Tiemey,  G. 

Jekyll,  J.  Tufton,  Hon.  H. 

Lemon,  Sir  W.  V^alpole,  Hon,  Gen« 

\  TELLERS, 

Weft^m,  C.  C— Hobhoufe,  B. 
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HOUSE  OF  tX)RDS.' 

Thurfday^  July  lo. 

Mr.  Glotrr,  from  theCuftoms,  prefented  the  fellowing  account 
i>f  foreign  wheat  imported  into  the  port  of  LondoiV  from  the  ift  of 
January  1781  to  the  prefeiu  time,  diftinguiihing  the  imports  of 
tiurh  year : 

1781 98,270        O 

178^ -•      4>63S        6 

'783 240,134        3 

1784 36.966        5 

<78S' 605        o 

.1786 * .      — —        4 

1787 6 

^788. .......  4        5 

1789 S.908        o 

^790 67,032        o 

«79i 49.504        5 

1792 7.065        5 

1793 170^971  3 

1794 •    I9>6^4  5 

1795 198,911  5 

^796 477^877  6 

1797 -195.462  6 

1798 152.449  o 

1799 -..238,208  4 

From  the  5th  Jan.  to  the  ,21ft  June  1800.  •222,757  o 

John  Gloveh, 
]^ro  Infpedlor  of  the  Imports  and  Exports  of 

Great  Britain. 
InfpeSfor  GefiiraVs  Office^  Cujlom-houfey 
London^  July  10,  1 800. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  relative 
to  foreign  religious  orders,  or  communities,  lately  fettled  in  this 
khigdom,  &c.  &c.  having  been  moved,  the  bill  was  read  a  fccood 
time.     On  the  quefti(»n  for  its  conxmitment  being  put. 

The  Biftiop  of  ROCHESTER  rofc  and  faid,  that  he  did  not 
oppofe  the  reading  of  the  bill  a'  fecond  time,  becaufe  at  that  period 
of  the  feflTion  it  fcldom  happened  that  there  was  a  very  fall  attend- 
ance of  Lords  on  their  parliamentary  duty  ;  and  when  the  day  for 


I 
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the  feicond  reading  of  the  bill  arrived,  thofe  Lord  who  did  attend 
generally  took  up  the  prints  from  the  table  but  the  moment  before 
the  order  for  the  fecond  reading  was  moved  ;  they  could  not 
therefore  be  fuppofed  to  know  what  the  nature  and  proviiions  of 
any  bill  were  before  it  had  been  read  a  fecond  time.  The  bill 
therefore  having  now  been  read  a  fecond  timc^  he  had  a  right  to 
conclude  that  noUe  Lords  were  mafters  of  it,  and  to  proceed  to  date 
on  what  grounds  he  rofe  to  oppofe  it,  as  a  bill  altogether  unnecef* 
iary,  dangerous,  and  unconftitutional,  which  he  would  do  as  (hortly 
as  poflible.  His  Lordihip  faid,  in  confequence  of  the  mod  antt- 
chriftian  perfecution  that  ever  hi  dory  had  inflanced  in  a  neigh- 
bouring kingdom,  great  numbers  of  the  clergy  of  that  kingdom,  as 
well  fecular  as  thofe  belonging  to  a  variety  of  religious  orders  and  in* 
flitutions,  had  been  forced  to  feek,  and,  feeking,  had  found,  refuge 
in  this  hofpitablc,  humane,  and  charitable  councr}%  whofe  Proteftant 
Church  made  it  the  fafe  and  fure  afylum  of  the  perfecuted  and  op« 
prefTed  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occafions.  It  would  have  been  z 
degrading  departure  from  the  noble  and  truly  honourable  fpirit  of 
the  national  chara(9er,  if  we  had  not  with  open  arms  received  un- 
der our  proted^ion  fuch  a  body  of  unfortunate  men  as  the  clergy  of 
France,  driven  from  their  native  kingdom,  their  profcflional  duties 
and  eftablifhments,  by  the  fell  rage  of  revolutionary  and  Jacobini- 
cal fury.  Much  to  their  credit,  fince  their  refidence  among  us, 
chefe  exiles  had  conduced  themfelves  inufFenfively,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  warrant  and  entitle  them  to  the  proteflion  they  had 
received  ;  he  had  not  heard  of  any  attempts  on  their  part  to  fly  in 
the  face  of  the  laws  of  the  country,  or  to  afford  ground  of  jealoufy 
or  apprehenfion  to  the  Government,  by  any  defigns  to  dlQurb  its 
tranquillity,  or  by  any  fteps  to  endanger  its  fafety  in  its  civil  or  re- 
ligious edablifhments.  He  faw  therefore  no  occadon  for  any  frefli 
law  to  prevent  or  guard  againft  mifchicfs  which  were  not  even  ap- 
prehended i  or  if  there  were  any  caufe  for  their  apprehenfion,  they 
were  amply  provided  againft  by  the  exifting  laws.  His  Lordihip 
faid,  that  in  confequence  of  the  grounds  of  alarm  againft  Roman 
Catholics  and  Popery  that  have  of  late  years  gradually  worn  away  in 
this  country,  its  natural  pronenefs  to  toleration^  as  far  as  it  could  be 
allowed  with  fafety  to  Church  and  State,  and  the  mild  principles  of 
Qur  Proteftant  perfuafion,'  and  of  the  mind  and  government  of  the 
Prince  upon  the  throne,  and  his  immediate  predeceflforSj  feveral  a£ls 
had  paffcd  for  the  relief  of  Roman  Catholics  from  the  Severe  penal- 
ties to  which  they  flood  expofed  under  the  a<ft  of  James  the  Firft, 
and  the  (irfl  of  William  the  Third,  and  various  preceding  flatutes ; 
but  that  neverthelefs  the  relief  granted  them  in  thofe  zAs  was  rather 
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confined  to  particular  cUufea  of  the  particular  ftatutes  to  which  thef 
referred,  than  to  thofe  ftatuCes  in  general.     All  the  penalties  there- 
fore enabled  by  former  laws*  which  were  not  fpecifically  repealedt 
were  ftill  in  force  againft  Roman  Catholics ;  and  it  was  expreHsIy 
provided  by  the  prefent  bill,  that  every  member  of  fuch  religioiis  or- 
ders and  focieties  (as  were  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  the  prefent 
bill)  were  ftill  to  remain  and  be  deemed  to  be  fubjed  to  the  Alien 
AQ  in  all  its  provifions,  and  to  continue  to  be  ib  deemed.      What 
end  then  could  it  pofiibly  anfwer  to  be  making  and  pafllng  a  new, 
unneceifary,  and  nugatory  lawy  when  the  exifting  laws,  if  duly  en- 
forced, were  fully  adequate  to  every  purpofe  of  prevention  and 
punifliment,  if  any  attempt  were  made  to  provoke  the  vengeance  of 
infulted  laws  ?  Even  if  thofe  Roman  Catholics  who  had  profited  by 
the  relief  afforded  them  by  the  19th  and  31ft  of  the  prefent  King, 
did  any  thing  diforderly,  or  that  exceeded  the  fpecifk  relief  thereby 
afforded  them,  they  were  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  unrepealed 
penal  ftatutes  againft  Roman  Catholics,  and  ultimately  and  in  all 
cafes  fubjed  to  the  difpofal  of  the  Alien  A(Sl,  which  referred  equally 
to  foreign  Roman  Catholics  in  this  country  and  to  His  MajeAy's  natu- 
ral<born  fubjeds.  The  Bifhop  went  into  a  minute  hiftorical  detail  of 
the  various  penal  enadlments  againA  Roman  Catholics  which  were  to 
be  found  in  the  various  (latutes  from  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  Eighth 
and  Elizabeth,  down  to  thofe  of  William  the  Third  ;  and  after 
pointing  out  fuch  of  them  as  were  repealed  by  the  ads  of  the  z  9th 
and  31ft  of  the  prefent  King,  ftated  what  penalties  ftill  remained 
unrepealed,  which  from  their  nature  and  feverity  were  fufHcient  to 
deter  Roman  Catholics  from  all  the  adls,  from  the  performance  of 
which  they  were  fpecially  reflrided  by  this  bill.     He  read  a  lift  of 
the  feveral  religious  inftitutions  that  had  taken  up  their  refidence  in 
different  counties  of  this  kingdom,  which  he  mentioned,  four  of 
which  only  coniifted  of  male  foreigners,  amounting  to  thirty-one 
perfons  ;  and  others  of  females,  amounting  to  twenty- four.     His 
Lordfhip  faid,  that  againft  Roman  Catholics,  natural-born  fubjeAs 
of  the  King,  he  knew  of  no  laws  that  would  apply ;  they  had  a 
right  to  refide  here,  provided  they  did  nothing  contrary  to  the  law 
of  the  country.     He  faid,  there  could  be  no  d:mger  in  the  nun- 
neries, as  they  were  now  conduced,  becaufe  thofe  ladies  who  had 
been  driven  from  the  convents  of  France  to  England,  took  a  houfe, 
or  houfes,  in  fome  county  or  other,  and  lived  together  in  feclufion 
and  conformity  to  their  religious  habits^  cuftoms,  and  ceremonies. 
Such  people  were  generally  perfoni  of  elevated  families,  well  edu- 
cated, and  wholly  unfit  to  mix  with  the  lower  orders  and  ranks  of 
the  people.     They  found  relief,  and  founded  their  only  fatisfaAioa 
in  the  quiet  performance  of  their  religious  duties^  and  in  conformity 


JwY  loj  .    DEBATEiS*  345 

to  the  orden  and  ads  of  their  inffitution.  To  turn  out  thefe  ladies 
to  mingle  with  people  of  falhion,  and.  join  in  the  difllpation  and 
luxurious  pleafures  of  modern  times,  would  be  to  expofe  them  16 
the  fevereft  martyrdom.  They  could  not  condefccnd  to  fmear  their 
cheeks  with  vcrmillion,  to  expofe  their  necks  and  arms  naked  to 
their  (houlders,  and  to  dedicate  their  tin^e  to  noife  and  revelryi 
either  handing  out  cards  at  loo,  or  fhaking  dice  out  of  a  dice-boXf 
and  go  through  all  the  other  pradices  of  a  fafhionablc  rout.  Living 
as  they  did,  they  lived  happy  and  harmlcfs  ;  for  furely  no  danger 
xvas  to  be  apprehended  from  a  number  of  old  women  living  fecluded 
in  a  houfe  by  themfelves.  As  to  their  taking  children  to  educate^ 
,he  had  been  folemnly  aflured  that  they  took  only  the  children  of 
Ropfian  Catholics.  He  was  glad,  therefore,  that  they,  had  come  to 
Tcfide  here,  becaufe  he  had  ever  conddered  it  as  a  cruel  and  an  Unwife 
policy  to  prevent  their  taking  Roman  Catholic's  children  to  educate^ 
as  the  CDnfequence  was,  the  parents  of  all  the  children  of  Romaa 
Catholic  families  (many  of  them  the  fird  families  in  this  kingdom) 
were  heretofore  obliged  to  be  fent  abroad  for  their  education  ;  now 
they  could  be  educated  at  home ;  and  no  man  would  difpute  that  a 
Roman  Catholic  education  in  this  country  was  much  lefs  likely  to 
be  attended  with  dangerous  confequcnces  than  a  Roman  Catholic 
education  in  a  Catholic  country.  That  the  prieds  of  that  Church 
might  wi(h  to  make  converts,  he  did  not  pretend  to  deny  ;  it  was 
natural  for  every  man  who  had  a  religion,  Roman  or  PioteAant,  to 
feel  a  leal  to  make  converts  to  that  religion  which  he  thought  con- 
cerned the  foul's  fafety,  and  would  be  cpnduciv,e|  in  his  judgment^ 
to  fecure  the  beft  and  future  interefts  of  its  votaries  and  profeiTors. 
fiy  **  every  man  who  had  a  religion,"  he  meant  thofe  Chri(^ians 
^ho  a6ted  up  to  the  thirty-nine  articles,  and  the  confcillon  of 
the  Saxon  churches,  thofe  who  conformed  to  the  antient  dif- 
dpline  of  the  Proteftaot  church,  as  fettled  at  the  Reformation ; 
not  thofe  who  wifhed  to  reform  further,^^who  denied  the  di- 
vinity of  our  Saviour,  who  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  Athanafian 
Creed,  and  denied  the  efficacy  of  grace  as  a  means  of  falvation  j 
he  gave  fuch  men  little  credit  for  zeal.  But  if  the  Roman  Catho*- 
lies  in  general  felt  a  zeal  to  make  converts,  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain  had  provided  the  means  to  reftrain  and  keep  it  in  order 
within  the  Britifh  dominions  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  unfor* 
tunate  French  priefts,  to  whom  we  had  afforded  protection,  had 
the  prudence  to  forbear  any  conduct  oflenfive  to  the  laws  of  that 
counciy  in  which  they  had  found  refuge.  With  regard  to  pro* 
fefTion,  the  Bifhop  faid,  wfth  the  Uridted  inquiry,  he  had  found  but 
two  inftances,  and  thofe  of  two  young  ladies  who  bad  bocn  n^vici* 
Vm.  XII.  Y  y 
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ates  in  conv^ts  abroad^  with  a  full  intention  to  take  the  vcil.-*[He 
lyas  proceeding  to  Aate  the  place  and  nunnery  in  this  country;  ia 
^hich  they  hacl  profeflfed,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  fubmitted  it  to  the  Right  Reverend  Prelate,  whc* 
ther,  at  the  fa£ls  he  was  Aating  were  highly  illegal,  and  liable  to 
ei^eroplary  puni(hinent,  it  was  proper  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  exad  place  where  fuch  fads  had   paiTed ;  at  Icaft, 
whether  fuch  information  ought  to  be  given  within  the  hcarir^  of 
thofe  below  the  bar  ?J     The  Bi(hop  thanked  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  for  his  hint,  and  fa!d,  he  would  barely  ftate  generally  that  the 
ladies  allowed  to  profefs  had  been  noviciated  in  convents  abroad, 
with  a  view  to  take  the  veil ;  but  that  the  convents  being  driven 
here,  they  had  here  proFefTed  and  taken  the  vows.     It  was  nccef- 
^laryi  however,  to  add,  that  the  fuperiors  of  the  nunneries 'had  been 
extremely  anm  at  fuch  imprudent  condud^,  and  had  taken  great  pains 
to  guard  againd  any  fuch  thing  happening  again.    After  much  nxyrc 
obfervation  and  detail,  to  prove  that  the  bill  was  unnecelTaryy  and 
that  the  exiding  laws,  if  neceflary  to  be  enforced,  were  fully  ade- 
quate to  any  poflible  evil  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics in  this  country,  his  Lordfliip  came  at  laft  to  prove  that  the 
bill  wa^  unconditutbnal  and  dangerous,  on  account  of  thealarnur^ 
power  it  would  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Crown.     Immediately 
after  its  preamble,  it  made  it  **  lawful  for  His  Majefty,  his  he,irB 
and  fucceflbrs,  to  grant  licenfcs  to  fuch  religious  orders  or  commu- 
nities, profefling  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  as  were  in  this  king- 
dom, to  continue  to  refide  diercin  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prciient  war,  and  one  year  after,  and  to  perform  and  obferve,  i^rith- 
if\  their  refpcfiive  houfes,   the  rites  and  ordinances  of  their  refpec- 
tiye  inflitutions,  any  law  or  ftatuteto  the  contrary  notwithflanding." 
Had.rioble  Lprds  confidered  what  were  the  rites  and  ordinances  of 
thf  Roman  Catholics,  and  the  enormous  power  thb  ena^ment  gave 
the  Crown  i     Penance  was  a  rite  and  ordinaiKe  of  Roman  Catho> 
V  lies ;  and  would  His  Majefly  expofe  any  of  his  fubjeds  to  corporal 
feverities,  which  were  fometimes  ordered  and  inflided  among  other 
Z&s  of  penance  ?  Befidcs,  the  fuperiors  of  thofe  religious  inftitutions 
innd  have  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  by  the  medium  of  his  bull, 
|br  fandipning  fuch  difcipline.     Would  they  allow  the  Pope's  bulls 
again  to  come  intc^  England,  and  give  the  King  a  fufpending  power, 
for  fuch  he  would  have  with  refped  to  all  the  various  and  cxprefs 
flatutes  that  hadbecm  paflre<|  againft  the  authori|y  of  the  Pope  in  this 
.country  ?     After  laying  conGderable  ftrefs  upon  this  point,  the 
Bilhop  faid,  there  was  one  claufe  of  the  bill  to  which  he  owned  he 
ihouid  feel  no  objc^n^  wete  it^not  for  the  other  puf$  of  t|>e  bill 
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urith  which  it  was  connedtcdy  and  that  was  the  daufe  obliging  Ro- 
inan  Catholic  fchoolmaftcrs  to  return  yearly,  at  the  general  or 
quarter  feflion  of  the  peace,  a  lid  of  the  names  of  fuch  perfons 
individually  as  are  or  have  been  boarded  by  himi  with  the  name 
and  place  of  abode  of  their  refpeflive  parents  or  guardians.  Such 
a  rc;gulation,  his  LoVdihip  faid,  he  fincerely  wifhed  extended  to  all 
t:hooIs,  thofc  of  the  Proteftant  Diflenters,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
Homan  Catholic  Diflenters  ;  for  he  believed  we  had  rtiuch  lefs  to 
dread  from  the  latter,  than  from  fome  of  the  former,  in  whofe  fchools 
the  dodrines  of  Jacobinifm,  fedition,  and  infidelity,  were  but  too 
frequently  inculcated,  to  his  certain  knowledge,  and  in  fome  of  their 
fchools,  under  the  name  of  charity- fchools,  Sunday-fchools,  and 
Ichools  h)  ehlighun  children  in  and  about  the  metropolis.  The 
maftersof  fuch  fchools  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  general  pro- 
feflions  of  their  belief  in  the  tenets,  and  conformity  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Proteftant  Chqrch,  and  then  were  left  to  do  infinite  mif- 
chief  by  poifoning  the  minds  of  the  growing  generation.  He  hoped, 
in  a  future  ffflion,  that  Parliament  would  turn  its  attention  to  this 
truly-  important  objefl.  The  Bifhop  concluded  with  moving^ 
**  That  the  bill  ftand  committed  for  this  day  three  months.*' 

Tic  Bifliop  of  WINCHESTER  rofe  next,  and  faid,  that  he 
was  forry,  after  the  very  able  and  eloquent  fpeech  that  their  Lord- 
fliips  had  heard,  to  be  obliged  to  diflfer  alnsoft  entirely  from  the 
Right  Reverend  Prelate  refpedting  the  bill  then  under  confideration, 
which  appeared  to  him  not  as  an  unneceffary  or  nugatory  bill,  as  ic 
had  been  termed,  but  as  a  moderate,  wife,  and  neceflfary  meafure ; 
a  tneafure  not  introduced  on  light  grounds,  but  adually  called  for, 
in  order  to  quiet  the  apprehenfions  and  jealoufies  entertained  haf- 
tily,  and  by  perfons  of  heated  and  intemperate  miiids,  in  conie* 
qucnce  of  the  great  number  of  foreign  Roman  Catholics  of  dif- 
ferent religious  orders  and  communities  that  had  lately  come  into 
this  kingdom.  He  fpoke  in  terms  of  the  higheft  applaufe  of  the 
univerfal  fpfrit  of  humanity  and  benevolence  that  aduated  the 
whole  kingdom,  and  made  the  inhabitants  feel  as  one  man,  ia 
opening  their  arms  to  receive  the  unfortunate  clergy  of  France  into 
their  prote£lion,  when  driven  from  their  native  land  by  a  perfecu« 
Hon  of  unparalleled  feverity.  That  fuch  jealoufies  and  apprehen- 
fions were  entertained  by  prejudiced  and  heated  minds,  as  he  had 
defcribed,  was,  to  his  perfonal  Icnowledge,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  but  too 
true ;  and  the  bill  was  not  only  calculated  to  meet  and  to  fet  fuch 
ilUfounded  apprehenfions  at  reft,  but  was  drawn  in  a  pure  fpirit  of 
mitdnefs  and  toleration,  which  was  the  moft  amiable  feature  of  the 
l^rotcftam  religioDi  and  to  which  he  was  perfuadt^  Parliament 
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would  be  ever  inclined  when  it  could.  a£t  upon  it  with  fafefy  to  our 
eftabliftiments  in  Church  and  State.  The  bill,  he  (aid,  was  two- 
fold ;  it  was  an  enabling  bill  and  a  bill  of  reftraint.  He  thought 
the  enabling  part  of  it  well  warranted  by  the  occafion  ;  and  that  it 
was  wife,  coniiderate,  and  candid,  to  fufFer  the  religious  orders  or 
communities,  confining  either  of  natural-born  Britiih  fubjeAs  or 
aliens,  that  were,  through  unforefecn  misfortunes  and  irrefiflible  ad- 
verfity,  driven  to  this  country,  to  be  put  in  fafety  as  to  their  rel^ous 
rites  while  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  a,t  the  fame  time  he  apptx>ved  of 
the  redridtive  part  of  the  bill,  bccaufe  he  thought  it  prudent  to  pre- 
.  vent  any  addition  to  their  numbers,  and  to  guard  againft  any  pcfli- 
ble  danger  from  their  zeal  to  make  converts.  Thofe  parts  of  the 
bill  which  related  to  the  keeping  of  fchools,  he  did  not  entirely 
approve  of;  but  as  the  mcafure  was  In  general  a  good  one,  this 
latter  confideration  (hould  not  induce  him  to  oppofe  it.  He  there- 
fore, as  a  friend  to  genuine  toleratii^n  and  the  conftitution  of  this 
eountry  in  Church  and  State,  would  fupport  the  bill. 

The  Bifhop  of  ROCHESTER  rofe  to  explain  that  part  of  his 
fpeech  which  related  to  the  privilege  of  Roman  Catholic  natural- 
born  fubjedts,  which  he  thought  his  right  reverend  brother  had  noit 
apprehended.  He  declared  he  had  cxprefsly  faid,  that  all  Roman 
Catholics,  natural-born  fubjcds,  as  well  as  foreign  Roman  Catho- 
lics, were  fubjcfl  to  the  controul  and  authority  of  the  Alien  Ad- 
Lord  GREN  VILLE  faid,  that  he  was  fully  perfuaded  the  Right 
Reverend  Prelate  was  guided  by  the  pureft  fpirit  of  toleration  in  the 
arguments  that  he  had  delivered  In  favour  of  the  bill.  The  Right 
Reverend  Prelate  muft,  however,  excufe  him,  if  he  declared  that 
he  (hould  feel  himfelf  obliged  to  objedl  to  the  bill  ;  becaufe  he  re- 
garded it  as  a  bill  founded  altogether  in  intolerance.  It  was  the  firfl 
time,  he  believed,  that  Parliament  ever  had  been  called  upon  to 
pafsa  new  penal  law  without  having  fome  Arong  reafon  afligned  in 
]  •  proof  of  the  neceflity  for  making  any  addition  to  our  already  per- 

\  haps  too  numerous  penal  ftatuies ;  a  penal  law  too,  whofe  objed 

\  was,  and  the  evident  tendency  of  which  muft  be,  if  it  paiTed,  to 

I  raife  and  excite  unneceflary  apprehenfions  and  jealoufies  againft  an 

I  unfortunate,  unoffending,  and  unobtrufive  defcrtption  of  foreigners, 

driven  to  feek  refuge  and  protection  in  a  country,  the  known  hu» 
manity,  hofpitality,  and  generofity  of  which,  as  well  as  thci  benevo- 
lence of  its  religion,  enfufed  them  before-hand  a  certain  and  fafe 
'  afylum.     The  Right  Reverend  Prelate  had  given  them  to  under* 

j  ftand,  that  fuch  jealoulies  and  apprehehfions  were  already  entertained 

by  perfons  of  prejudiced  and  intemperate  minds.     If  the  faS  were 
I         fo^  he  would  venture  to  aflert^  that  the  jeabufies  were  altogether 
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unwarranted,  and  the  apprehenfions  gjroundlefs.  Generally  ^peak« 
ing,  as  far  as  it  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  the  conduA  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Clergy,  emigrants  from  France,  had  been  for  the 
010ft  part  moft  innocent  and  moft  unexceptionable.  If  they  had 
attempted  to  make  converts,  to  increafe  the  number  of  nnonaftic  in- 
ftitutions,  or  to  do  any  thing  likely  to  difturb  the  Government,  he^ 
as  a  member  of  that  Government,  (bould  moft  likely  have  heard 
of  it,  as  it  was  his  fpedal  duty  to  watch  their  condu6l  fcrupuloufly, 
and  to  exert  the  means  that  the  Legiflaiture  had  put  into  his  bands 
to  reftrain  any  and  every  abufe  tending  to  injure  the  intercfts  of  the 
country,  either  civil  or  ecclefiaftical.  He  objeded  therefore  to  the 
enabling  part  of  the  bill,  becaufe  it-tended  to  caft  an  odium  moft  un* 
ncceffarily  on  a  large  dcfcription  of  individuals,  againft  whc^m  no 
charge,  or  even  fufpicion,  of  improper  condud  had  been  eftabliftied, 
and  who  were  eminently  entitled  to  our  hofpitality  and  our  protec-* 
tion ;  and  he  objeAed  to  the  reftridive  part  of  it,  becaufe  it  was 
ill-timed  and  nugatory,  being  rather  calculated  to  point  out  the  Ro* 
man  Catholics  to  the  reft  of  the  fubjeAs  of  Great  Britain,  as  perfona 
to  be  regarded  with  prejudice  and  jealoufy.  His  Lordftiip  con^ 
eluded  with  declaring,  that  he  cordially  concurred  in  oppofing  the 
bill,  and  fecoifded  the  Right  Reverend  Prelate's  motion,  diat  the 
bill  ftand  committed  for  that  day  three  months. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfack  to  declare 
that  he  had  no  particular  liking  to  the  bill,  and  agreed  in  feveral 
of  the  obje6tions  that  had  been  urged  againft  it ;  but  thought^ 
neverthelefs,  that  there  were  parts  of  it  which  contained  fome  good 
provifions,  and  might,  by  amendments,  be  rendered  highly  ufeful. 
He  wilhed  therefore  that  it  might  not  be  rejedted  on  the  fecond  read- 
ing, but  go  to  a  Committee ;  and  if  fuch  amendments  could  not  theie 
be  fuggefted  as  might  render  parts  of  it  fit  to  remain,  the  bill  might 
then  go ;  but  as  the  fubjed  had  been  difcuflfed  in  confcquence  of 
the  introdudion  of  the  bill,  inconveniencies  might  arife,  if  it  was 
haftily  or  wholly  rejedcd  without  the  examination  that  it  would  nc^ 
ceflarily  undergo  in  a  Committee.  His  Lordftiip  produced  a  letter, 
which  he  faid  he  had  received,  with  refpedl  to  the  origin  of  the  bill ; 
and  as  it  was  rK>t  anonymous,  he  would  neither  name  the  writer, 
nor  read  the  whole  of  it ;  but  he  would  communicate  fuch  fentences 
as  were  of  import,  however  unfounded.  The  writer  imputed  the 
origin  of  the  bill  to  a  literary  controverfy  between  Dr.  Sturg^  (the 
Chancellor  of  Winchefter)  and  Mr.  Milner,  a  Roman  Catholic 
clergyman,  who  had  publiflied  a  Hiftory  of  the  Antiquities,  &c.  of 
Ae  dty  of  Windiefter ;  and  he  defcribed  Dr.  Sturges's  publication 
as  a  videiit  oompofitioO|  fnu^t  witb  the  moft  intolerant  doctrines. 
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Ihat  iiavt  been  long  exploded  and  difmifled  from  the  {uges  of  Pro- 
teftant  writers,  while,  on  the  contrary,  he  charaderizcd  Mr-  Miln- 
er's  work  as  a  mild  and  unexceptionable  one,  declaring,  that  if  the 
bill  were  not  allowed  to  pafs,  or  foroething  like  it,  apprt^enfions 
.«nd  jealoufies  might  be  excited  from  the  idea  that  fuch  intolerant 
dodrines  as  Dr.  Stuiges  had  advanced  were  to  be  fapported  and 
encouraged  to  the  difadvantage  and  prejudice  of  flioderate  Roman 
Catholics.     The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  he  believed  the  author  of 
this  letter  was  right  in  his  conjedure  as  to  the  origin  of  the  bill ; 
but  though^e  could  but  ill  (pare  the  time,  he  had  (ince  read  the  two 
publications  ;  and  though  he  would  iMt apply  the  fame  intemperate 
language  to  Mr.  Milner's  that  the  letter- writer  had  applied  to  Dr. 
Sturges's,  yet  it  evidently  appeared  to  him  that  the  work  of  Mr. 
Milner  was  full  of  the  mod  ftudied  afjperfions  on  individual  Minif- 
tera  of  the  Proteftant  Churdi,  and  the  moft  irritable  refled^ions  and 
unfounded  chains  againft  its  fyftem  and  pradlice,  while  Dr.  Sturges's 
publication  was  candid,  temperate^  and  full  of  the  liberal  line  of 
argument  which  it  well  became  a  Chriftian   and  Schdar   to    ad* 
here  to«     Having  read  and  commented  upon  the  comparative  cha- 
radieriftics  of  the  controverfy,  his  Lordfhtp  begged  the   Houfe  to 
•recoUeft  that  Mr.  Milner  was  one  of  the  efiablifhed  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Clergy,  long  rcfident  in  this  country ;  that,  in  bd,  the  emi- 
•nent  Clergy  of  France  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  controveiiy'— 
that  it  was  in  no  ways  imputable  to  them  ;  and  therefere,  if  the  bill 
bad  been  drawn  with  a  view  to  the  controverfy  in  quefiion,  it  was 
'neither  fair  nor  juft  to  make  it  bear  on  thofe  wiio  were  unconnefled 
with  the  controverfy.  His  Lordfhip  repeated  his  wifh,  that  tl^e  bill 
might  go  to  a  Committee,  becaufe  the  letter-writer's  fentimcDlB 
•ibewed  that  fome  anxious  feelings  were  entertained. 

The  Bilhopof  ROCHESTER  rofe  again  and  (aid,  the  argu- 
ment had  been  put  upon  a  new  ground,  by  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord,  and  therefore  he  wi(hed  to  fay  a  few  words. 
No  perfon  had  .before  fpoke  of  the  origin  of  the  bill,  and  he  knew 
not  how  far.  it  was  regular  to  make  a  controverfy  between  two 
writers  a  matter  of  debate  in  Parliament ;  but  he  had  alfo  lead 
the  two  works  alluded  to,  and  he  agreed  in  part  with  the  eriticifm 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  upon  the  wooHack,  upon  the  different 
•merits  of  the  two  writers :  Dr.  Sturges  had  ceruinly  written  in 
very  gentleman- like  language  ;  but  he  owned  he  wiftied  the  Chan- 
cellor 'of  Wincheiter  had  held  in  mind  the  hig^  ftation  he  had 
dtcained  in  the  church,  and  (hewn  more  orthodoxy  and  more  zeal 
fuT  the  difcipline  of  our  Pioteftant  eftablifhmcnt.    Mf.  Milner  un- 
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doobtedly  had  uCed  ttop  many  afperitiea  againft  our  eftablifhcd 
religiony  and  the  prafltcesof  its  profeflbrs  and  minifters  ;  but 

The  Earl  of  HARDWICKE  fpoke  to  order.  It  was,  his 
Lord(hip  faidy  highly  diforderly,  in  his  apprehenlion,  to  debate  a 
criticifm  on  a  literary  controverfy,  wholly  uncojineded  with  tbc  bill 
under  confideralion.  He  had  lalely  heard  it  faid,  that  the  prdera 
of  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  QriQly  adhered  to,  and  that  the  more  they 
were  fuSered  to  be  departed  from,  the  more  evidently  they  led  to 
feriouft  inconvenienqe  and  ferious  irregularity.  He  meant  no 
offence  to  the  Right  Reverend  Prelate :  but  he  muft  infift  upon  dtt 
order  of  the  Houfe  being  enforced,  which  did  not  allow  any  Peer  to 
fpeak  nM>re  than  once  in  the  fame  debate,  whereas  the  Right  Rev* 
Prelate  had  been  op  and  fpcdce  two  or  three  times. 

The  Kihop  of  ROCHESTER  fiiid,  it  was  done  every  da^. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  delivered  a  criticifm  on  the  coft« 
troverfy  between  the  Chancellor  of  Winchefleir  apd  Mr.  Milner, 
and  he  had  a  right  to  give  his  opinion  upon  it  likewife. 

Lord  HARDWICKE  again  called  to  order ;  and  laid^  tbs 
Right  Reverend  Prelate  muft  know  that  it  was  contrary  to  order  ti^ 
fpeak  more  diah  once  in  the  fame  debate. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid,  he  bad  been  called  upoa 
to  enfoice  order,  and  he  would  enforce  it.  The  Right  Reverend 
Prelate  was  not  entitled  to  fpeak  again. 

The  Bishop  fiill  contended  that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  (jpeaki 
as  it  was  a  new  quefiion,  the  quefiion  having  been  changed. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid,  the  order  was  againft  the 
Right  Reverend  Prelate  fpeaking  again.  He  had  thought  it  necoC 
fary,  as  a  part  of  his  fpeech,  to  introduce  a  part  of  the  letter  relative 
to  the  contfoverfy  between  Mr.  Milner  and  Dr.  Sturges,  and  todropi 
a  fliort  opinion  upon  it.  If  it  was  indifcreet  to  have  done  fo,  tltt 
indifcrecion  was  his  own^  but  he  muft  infift  on  it,  that  the 
Right  Reverend  Prelate  was  not,  by  the  orders  of  the  Houfe,.  en> 
titled  to  fpeak  again,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  anfwer  what  faf 
had  faid. 

The  Bifhopof  ROCHESTER  (aid,  all  he  meant  to  have  bid 
was,  that  he  thought  that  Mr.  Milner  had  in  many  cafes  the  aiL- 
vantage  ofthe  Chancellor  of  Wincheflen 

A  general  ciy  of /<  Order."  The  queftion  was  therefore  pu^ 
**  That  the4iiU  be  committed,"  which  was  agieed  to. 

It  was  then  moved,  '*  That  the  bill  ftand  oonmiitted  to  this  day 
Area  mootfas.!'^  The  Contents  had  it  i  and  thp  bill  was  of  couxfe 
loft. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

JFridayt  Jufy  1 1 . 

A  meflStge  was  brought  from  the  Lords^  bj  Mr.  Graves  and  Mr« 
jf^eds,  that  the  Lords  having  taken  into  their  cooftderation  the  refiy 
lutions  of  the  Commons,  communicated  to  their  Lordihips  on 
Monday^  the  1 9th  of  May  lad,  relative  to  the  inelofure  and  im- 
provement of  the  wafte  lands  in  this  kingdom^  had  come  to  the  (id- 
lowing  refolutions : 

*<  Refolved,  That,  in  order  to  promote  the  cultivation  and  im* 
proVementof  the  wafte,  uninclofcd,  and,  unprodiidive  lands,  com- 
roonsv  common  arable  iieldsi  and  common  meadows,  in  this  king- 
dom, it  may  be  expedient  to  adopt  fuch  regulations  as  would  diminiQi 
die  expence  of  inclofing  and  improving  the  fame,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  Parliament. 

'*  Refolved,  That,  in  order  to  diminifli  the  expence  of  bills  of 
inelofure,  it  may  be  expedient  that  regulations  fliould  be  adopted  by 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliahient  for  the  admiflion  of  affidavits  authen- 
ticated by  the  certificate  of  one  or  more  magiftrates  as  fufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  notices,  the  confents,  and  the  allegations,  in  the  pre- 
amble of  fuch  bills,  infiead  of  the  parole  evidence  now  required,  un- 
lefs  where  the  latter  (hould  s^)pear  at  the  time  to  be  neceflary  from 
particular  circumftances. 

'<  Refolved,  That,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  it  may  be  jncpedient 
that  a  general  law  fhould  be  paflcd,  comprifing  all  fuch  proviGons 
as  by  experience  have  been  found  neceflaiy  in  moft  bills  of  inelofure, 
to  which  all  fuch  bills  in  future  might  refer. 

^^  Refolved,  That,  in  order  to  diminifh  other  expences  incidental 
to  bills  of  inelofure,  it  may  be.  expedient  that  provifion  (hould  be 
made  in  fuch  general  law  for  taxii^  the  chai^ges  of  the  folicitor  and 
the  clerics,  and  regulating  the  conduct  of  the  commiffioners,  and 
preventing  any  onnecelTary  delay  in  carrying  fuch  bills  into  cffcSt. 

*<  Refolved,  That,  in  the  cafe  of  bills  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  in* 
dofing  fmall  trades  of  land,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  acres,  it 
tnay  be  expedient  to  provide,  that  fuch  bills  (hould  be  oonfidcred,  as 
to  the  payment  of  fees,  only  as  fingle  bills ;  and  that  thofe  for  the 
Jndoiure  of  fmaller  tracts  of  land,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  acres, 
ihould  be  fubjed  only  to  the  payment  of  half  the  bill  fees  due  on  a 
fingle  bill  ^  the  admeafuremcnt,  in  both  cafes,  to  be  proved  in  the 
fame  manner  as  is  propofed  by  the  fccondfciolutioa  reg^diog  notice 
and  confenu."  .     . 
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Ordered,  that  the  faid  meffage  be  taken  into  confideration  upon 
Monday  morning  next 

Mr.  Douglas  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  bill  for  the  more  effec- 
tual prevention  of  depredations  on  the  river  Thames  and  in  its  vici- 
niry,  and  to  amend  an  siSt,  made  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of 
His  prefent  Majefty,  to  prevent  the  committing  of  thefts  and  frauds 
by  perfons  navigafii^  bum  boats,  and  other  boats  upon  the  river 
Thames  ;  and  the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firfi  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Abbott  moved,  "  That  the  report  which,  upon  Friday 
laft,  was  made  from  the  Committee  appointed'  to  inquire  into  thd 
Aace  of  the  put^lic  records  of  this  kingdom,  and  of  fuch  other  public 
inflruments,  rolls,  books,  and  papers  as  they  Ihali  think  proper ; 
and  to  report  to  the  Houfe  the  nature  and  condition  thereof,  toge- 
ther with  what  they  ihall  judge  fit  to  be  dohe  for  the  better  ar* 
rangement,  prefervation,  and  more  convenient  ufe  of  the  fame,  and 
which  was  then  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  ftiight  be  again  read." 

And  the  fame  bring  read  accordingly  ;  Mr.  Abbott  again 
moved,  and  it  was    . 

"  Refolved,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Ma* 
jefty,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  faid  report,  humbly  defiring  Hit 
Majefty  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  fuch  direfiions 
upon  the  feveral  matters  therein  contained  as  His  Majefly  in  hisf 
great  wifdom  (hall  think  proper,  for  the  better  arrangement,  prefer* 
vation,  and  more  convenient  ufe  of  the  public  records  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  to  afTure  His  Majefty  that,  whatever  extraordinary  ex- 
pence  (hall  be  incurred  for  thefe  purpofes,  this  Houfc  will  make  . 
good  the  fame." 

A  Committee  was  then  appointed,  who  withdrew  accordingly 
into  the  Speaker's  chamber. 

Sir  F.  BURDETT  JONES  faid,  that,  previous  to  making 
the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  fome  days  back,  he  wifhed 
to  lay  before  the  Houfe  certain  documents,  upon  which  it  was  his 
intention  to  ground  the  propriety  and  neceflity  of  that  motion.  He 
would  not  now  comment  upon  the  nature  of  the  fads  contained  in 
thefe  documents  ;  indeed  they  fpoke  but  too  fbrcibly  for  themfelves. 
He  would  content  himfelf  with  Ireading  the  documents,  if  the 
Houfe  would  have  the  patience  to  hear  him.  The  honourable 
Baronet  then  read  the  following  prefentment  (on  the  fubje6tof  thp 
Cold  Bath>  Fields  Prifon)  of  the  Grand  and  Traveric  Juries  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex« 
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CASE    OP    MARY    RICH. 

*'  The  h&s  on  which  the  following  prcfcntmcnt  h  founded 
originated  in  the  miferable  appearance  of  a  witnefs  named  Mary 
Rich  before  the  Grand  Jury,  in  May  Seflion,  1800,  to  give  evi- 
dence againft  a  man  of  the  name  of  William  Dell  for  an  attempt  to 
commit  a  rape  upon  her,  the  faid  Mary  Rich,  then  under  fouiteen 
years  of  age.  The  child  appearing  very  ill,  was  quclVioned  by  the 
gentlemen  as  to  how  flic  came  fo,  when  they  were  informed  that 
flic  had  been  committed  above  a  month  to  the  New  Prifon  in  Cold 
Bath  Fields,  without  any  allowance  but  bread  and  water  to  fupport 
her  :  That  flic  had  been  ill  four  days,  but  had-not  fcen  the.Dodor 
in  all  that  time,  and  that  during  her  illnefs,  a  woman  had  been  de- 
livered of  a  child  in  the  prifon,  and  that  feme  of  the  other  prifoneis 
had  taken  the  covering  of  her  bed  from  her,  and  flie  laid  one  whole 
night  (ill  as  flie  was)  in  that  fituation.  The  gentlemen  of  the  jury 
immediately  acquainted  the  magiflrates  with  the  fituation  of  the 
child,  and  requefted  their  attendance  in  ihe  jury  room  to  fee  her, 
where  flie  fat  in  a  chair,  fcarcely  able  to  hold  herfclf  upright. 
They  were  very  much  furprized  at  her  account^  and  immediately 
ordered  the  keeper  and  the  do^or  of  the  prifon  to  attend  them  with 
the  warrant  of  commitment. 

.  "  The  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  fearing  fome  mifinformation  might 
b^  given  by  thofc  men,  refolved  to  cjofc  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  and 
vifit  the  prifon  themfclves,  and  two  gentlemen  were  defired  to  wait 
on  the  magiflrates,  with  a  requefl  for  an  order  to  that  purpofc  ;  to 
this  requefl  was  added  another,  that  they  might  be  empowered  to 
.  examine  witnefles  (in  the  cafe  of  Mary  Rich  only).  The  gentle- 
men were  very  handfomely  anfwered  by  Mr.  Conant,  that,  rcfpeS- 
ing  the  order,  they  readily  granted  it  for  viliting  the  prifon,  and 
that,  if  any  thing  appeared  to  them  improper  or  nuterially  ^rong, 
while  there,  it  would  come  properly  before  them  in  a  prefentment 
from  them  as  the  grahd  jury  ;  and  then,  if  neceflary,  they  fliould 
have  power  to  examine  witnefles  even  upon  oath^  In  confequence 
of  the  order  being  given,  the  prifon  was  vifited,  and  the  following 
prefentment  was  given  in  to  the  Court  the  3  ift  May,  1 8co,  inunc** 
diately  before  they,  as  a  grand  jury,  were  difcharged, 

*'  The  Prefentment  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  (fMiddkfex^ 
at  the  General  Sefjion  of  the  Peace ^  holden  for  the  faid  County ^ 
at  the  Seffions  Houfe  of  Clerkenwell' green,  on  the  T.'jth  day  of 
May  J  in  the  fortieth  year  (.f  the  reign  of  our  Lord  th  King. 

"  In  confequence  of  the  appearance  of  a  witnefs  that  was 
brought  before  us  in  a  profecutionj  wc  confldered  it  our  duty  to  ob« 
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Uin  an  order  of  this  Court  to  vifif  the  priibn  !n  Cold  Bath  Fields, 
fcr  the  pur(>ofe  of  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  that  prifon,  and  particu* 
b  Iv  rc'ipccting  the  care  and  attention  that  is  paid  to  the  fick  ;  and 
the  f  llo\^ing  obfcrvations  are  the  refplt  of  that  inquiry  :— 

*'  riiat,  from  the  cleanlinefs  and  good  order  preferred  there, 
we  conlider  it  the  heft  condudlcd  prifon  we  ever  faw  for  prifoncrs 
after'  cAnvidion,  the  article  of  bedding  alone  exceptea,  which 
certainly  appears  to  us  by  no  means  fufHclent,  even  for  the  futn- 
mer  feafon. 

"  That  for  prifoners  before  convi6lion,  we  think  diredlly  tiie 
contrary,  inafmuch  as  no  proviHon  is  made  for  them,  but  bread 
and  water,  and  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impofTibility  of  obtaining 
admifTion  for  their  friends  to  fee  them  renders  it  a  melancholy  and 
dangerous  fituation,  and  appears  to  us  contrary  to  the  principle  of 
our  happy  conlVttution,  which  has  wifely  provided  that  no  puniOi- 
ment  ought  to  take  place  till  after  conviction. 

"  The  cafe  of  Mary  Rich,  that  firft  induced  us  to  vifit  that 
place,  is  a  cafe  in  point,  (he  being  a  perfon  who  has  fuffered  a  fe- 
vere  injury,  for  which  (he  is  about  to  profecute  ;  has  been  confined 
there  more  than  a  month,  without  any  provifion  but  bread  and  wa* 
tcr,  and  whofe  friends,  from  their  poverty,  and  other  difficulties, 
have  not  fcnt  her  any  animal  food  but  twice  during  that  time  ;  (he 
is  now  exceedingly  ill,  and  we  think  it  our  duty  to  fay  (he,  ought  to 
be  immediately  removed  from  that  place,  and  put  under  the  care  of 
proper  perfons,  with  every  comfort  and  convenience  the  nature  of  her 
cafe  requires. 

**  The  appearance  of  the  Infirmary  is  very,  favourable,  but  few 
lick,  and  none  apparently  dangerous,  and  vifited  by  the  do6lor 
every  day  ;  but  the  other  parts  of  the  prifon  appear  not  to  be  fo 
well  attended  to,  we  having  found  two  perfons  in  feparate  cells, 
(one  locked  up),  both  v€ry  ill,  apd  who  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
properly  attended  to  by  the  doctor  ;  thofecircumftances  we  particu- 
larly recommend  to  your  ferious  and  attentive  inquiry,  trufting,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  fame  fentiments  that  induced  us  to  .  ob- 
tain this  information  will  alfo  influence  you  to  render  the  fituation 
of  the  unhappy  perfons  confined  there  as  free  from  complaints  of 
this  kind  as  the  nature  of  their  cafes  will  admit.  Signed  by 
Mr.  Campbell,  foreman,  Mr.  Bellinger,  Mr.  Flight, 
Mr.  Na(h,  Mr.  Deacon,  Mr.  Wylley, 

Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Gordon,  Robert  Cribb, 

Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Charlefworth,  Mr.  Stubbs, 

Mr.  Garling,  Mr.  Thompfon,      Mr.  Saunders, 

Mr.  Newport,  Mr.  W.  Marchant,  Mr.  Powell. 

Z%  % 
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JnfpeBioH  ^flhe  Houfe  cf  CorreRion^  Cold  Bath  FtMsj  Ofi  the  30/^. 
of  May  and  4th  tfyune^  i8oOj  hy  thi  Traverf^  J^^f^T  Qerk^ 
enwtlU 

*'  On  Friday  the  30th  of  May,  wc,  the  Travcrfc  Jury,  vifired 
the  Cold  Bath  Fields  prifon,  and  being  introduced  to  that  part  of 
the  gaoL  where  the  mutineers  are  confined,  we  ordered  the  turnkeys 
to  withdraw,  that  the  prifoners  might  with  greater  freedom  commu* 
nicate  to  us  the  treatment  they  received ;  becaufe  when  we  firft 
queftioned  them  they  hefitated,  being  fearful  of  anfwering,  dreading 
the  fevcrity  of  the  governor  in  cafe  he  (hould  know  they  made  any 
complaint.  But  we  told  them  our  intention  Wf  s  to  infped  into 
the  real  fituation  of  the  prifoners  in  general ;  and,  (hould  it  appear 
that  any  of  them  had  juft  caufe  of  complaint,  we  would  report  it  to 
the  Court,  and  endeavour  to  procure  them  redrefs.  Having  thus 
promifed  them  our  protedion,  they  informed  us  that  their  al* 
lowance  of  food  was  better  now  than  what  they  formerly  were 
fupplied  with  ;  but  that  their  allowance  even  at  prefent  was  nocfuf- 
ficient  tofupport  human  nature  ;  and  they  declared  their  fufferings 
by  cold  during  the  winter  was  fevere  to  the  extreme ;  and  many  of 
them  laid  they  had  fcarcely  a  bit  of  (hoe  to  their  feet ;  and  (bmc 
of  them  complained  that  money  was  left  for  them  by  their  friends 
at  the  prifon  gate,  which  they  never  received. 

<<  We  proceeded  to  a  gallery,  where  we  (bund  a  man  named 
Jones  lying  in  a  cell,  with  a  handkerchief  bound  round  his  head.  He 
appeared  to  be  extremely  ill,  and  we  demanded  to  know  the  caufe  of 
bis  complaint ;  his  reply  was — "  cruel  treatment ;"  and  related  to  us 
as  follows :  Thar  one  evening  in  the  month  of  Auguft  1798,  after 
he  had  gone  to  bed,  a  turnke)'  opened  his  cell  door,  faying,  <*  Why  * 
do  you  make  a  noife  V*  He  anfwered,  '<  I  have  not  nude  a  noife  ; 
but  I  fuppofe  the  noife  was  occafioned  by  fome  of  the  prifonera 
clofing  the  window  (butters  of  their  cells/*  The  turnkey  faid, 
^'  You  are  a  damned  villain,"  and  made  ufe  of  other  abufivc  laci-- 
guage,  which  induced  him  (Jones)  to  (it  up  in  bed.  At  that  mo- 
ment the  tornkey  ftruck  at  his  head  with  a  bunch  of  keys,  which 
muft  have  proved  fatal  if  part  of  the  keys  had  not  (truck  againft  the 
.wall,  which  broke  the  dangerous  efledt  of  the  blow.  The  turnkey 
then  withdrew,  but  returned  the  next  morning,  and  opened  the  cell, 
(aying,  "  Come  with  me  Jones  to  be  ironed."  "  For  what  ?" 
replied  Jones ;  'Mf  I  had  committed  an  offence  I  ought  to  be 
ironed  ;  but  I  have  committed  none."  ,.  During  this  altercation 
the  Governor  came  up,  and  beat  him  (Jones)  with  a  ftick  til)  be 
broke  it  to  pieces  \  then  he  renewed  the  afltult  with  his  fifts.  and 
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beat  him  in  a  cru^l  manner ;  after  which  he  took  him  to  the  yard, 
and  loaded  him  with  irons,  which  werp  not  taken  off  his  limbs  ibr 
feveral  months  after.  And  Jones  folemnly  declared  to  us  that  he 
never  enjoyed  an  hour's  health  fince  be  was  fo  inhumanly  beat  by 
tile  Governor, 

<<  ^e  next  examined  fome  beds  (which  appeared  like  chaff, 

being  worn-out  ftraw,)  and  a  fmall  horfe-rugg,  and  a  thin  fmali 

blanket  (very  coarfe)  for  covering,  all  of  the  worft  quality,'  and 

vrhich  we  confider  by  no  means  a  proper  or  fufficient  bed  or  cover* 

ing  for  any  human  being. 

*^  Many  of  the  feamen  complained  of  lllnefs  ;  and  in  general 
diey  had  the  appearance  of  men  worn  out  by  wretchednefs  and  dif- 
eafe :-— they  complained  of  being  debarred  of  every  indulgence  con- 
fidered  neceffary  to  render  life  defirable— «even  denied  the  privily 
of  attending  divine  fervice  ?  and  the  neceflaries  of  life  fo  ^aringly 
diftributed  to  them,  as  if  it  was  calculated  to  lengthen  out  a  mifer- 
able  exigence  for  the  purpofe  of  punifhment  \  they  acknowledge 
that  their  former  crimes  defer ve  any  punifhment  the  laws  of  the 
country  may  inflifi  ;  and  they  greatly  lament  that  they  have  not 
an  opportunity  of  ferving  His  Mrjefly,  to  make  every  reparation  in 
their  power  as  an  atonement  for  their  pad  ofllences. 

'<  After  leaving  the  mutineers,  we  were  condufled  throu^  fe^ 
veral  galleries  to  the  kitchen,  where  we  faw  the  copper  where  the 
prifoners'  meat  is  boiled  ;  the  copper  is  divided  into  two  parts,  one 
fide  large,  and  the  other  fide  fmall  ;  in  the  fmall  fide  was  fome 
broth,  which  they  informed  us  was  intended  for  the  prifoners  next 
day ;  Ibme  of  the  jurors  taded  the  broth,  which  was  then  rich  and 
very  good,  but  on  a  farther  inquiry  it  appeared  that  a  quantity  of 
water  boiled  in  the  large  fide  of  the  copper  with  oatmeal,  rice,  and 
fometimes  potatoes,  was  added  to  the  broth  on  the  fmall  fide  of  the 
copper ;  confequently  it  mud  be  very  poor  broth,  when  at  leaft 
three  times  the  quantity  of  water  was  to  be  mixed  with  the  beef 
liquor  that  we  faw 'firft,  before  it  was  divided  amongft  the  prifoners. 
'*  From  the  kitchen  we  went  to  the  women's  fide  of  the  prifon, 
and  pafifed  through  the  laundry  and  fick  ward,  which  were  very 
clean  ;  but  there  were  few  fick  perfons  in  the  hofpital.     We  pro- 
ceeded through  a  gallery  where  there  were  a  number  of  women,  but 
they  made  no  complaint  to  us.     We  next  went  to  a  yard,  where 
there  were  feveral  men  and  boys  apparently  very  ill ;  they  com- 
plained that  they  had  not  fufficient  food,  which  diey  alleged  to  be 
the  caufe  of  their  illnefs,  nor  had  they  proper  medical  affiftance« 
One  man  in  particular  faid,  he  had  been  greatly  affli  Aed  with  the 
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flux  for  two  years  paft»  which  his  weak  appearance  deixytcd,  and 
W6  think  that  he  ought  to  be  attended  in  the  lick  ward. 

*^  We  then  left  the  interior  of  the  gaol  and  walked  on  a  path 
between  the  garden  and  prifon,  where  we  confulted,  and  con- 
cluded that  we  faw  feveral  prifoners  that  had  great  rcafon  to  com- 
plain ;  but  that  every  part  of  the  gaol  we  had  fecn  appeared  to  be 
▼ery  clean.  However,  we  determined  to  re-viiit  that  prifon  on  a 
future  day,  in  confequence  of  fome  information  we  obtained,  that  we 
had  not  feen  all  the  prifoners,  or  had  not  been  taken  to  the  worfi 
part  of  the  gaol. 

**  Therefore  we  made  our  fecond  vifii  to  the  Cold  Bath  Fields 
prifon,  on  Wednefday  the  4th  June.  And  when  pafling  through 
the  mutineers*  yard,  a  perfon  from  the  gallery  c.illcd  our  of  a  cell 
window,  and  faid  another  prifoner  requeued  to  fpe.ik  with  us  ;  on 
which  the  keeper's  fon  faid,  "  It  is  Johnfon,  the  mutineer,"  and 
dedred  a  turnkey  to  bring  him  down  ;  but  fome  of  the  prifoners 
alleged  that  he  was  not  able  to  come  down.  However,  he  fooa 
appeared,  fupported  by  two  or  three  men,  but  unable  to  (land  on 
his  weak  limbs  ;  therefore  we  ordered  him  back,  and  followed  him 
to  his  cell,  where  he  informed  us  he  had  been  cruelly  treated  ;  that 
bis  daily  allowance  of  food  was  always  fhort,  and  not  fuflicicnt  to 
fupport  him,  and  that  he  confidered  the  want  of  food  and  bad  treat- 
ment the  fole  caufe  of  his  illnefs  ;  and  when  he  applied  to  the  doc- 
tor of  the  prifon  for  relief,  the  dodor  didcparded  his  entreaties,  and 
told  him  he  (hammed  it :  but  you  fee,  gentlemen  (continued  John- 
fon) I  do  not  (ham  it ;  the  g.iol  allowance  I  cannot  eat  ;  there  it 
is,  you  may  infpedl  it  ;  and  my  weak  ftate  denotes  my  (ituation.''  — 
We  did  not  fee  or  hear  of  this  unfortunate  man  the  firft  day  we  vi- 
fited  that  gaol,  nor  had  we  before  feen  another  gallery  wherein  we 
then  found  a  number  of  prifoners  that  complained  of  being  ill,  which 
their  emaeiated  appearance  clearly  denoted.  They  attributed  their 
difeafes  to  bad  treatment  and  want  of  fufHcient  food  ;  and  the  me- 
dicine given  to  them  they  coniider  of  no  utility,  as  they  believe  it 
is  nothing  but  vinegar  and  water,  (we  have  (ince  been  informed 
that  it  is  vitriol  and  water^)and  the  fame  fort  of  medicine  is  admi* 
niftered  for  every  different  difeafe.  Amongft  thofe  perfons  there 
was  one  man  who  feemed  to  be  in  a  high  fever,  and  unable  to  fit 
up ;  he  faid  he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  lince  the  a  8  th  April  laft, 
and  had  often  fenr  for  the  doctor  during  that  period,  but  could  only 
fee  him  twice.  Being  fo  weak  that  he  could  not  eat  the  prifon  al- 
lowance, he  requefted  the  dodor  to  order  fomcthing  that  he  could 
cat  'j  b|it  the  dodor  told  him,  if  he  did  not  eat  the  prifon  allowanca; 
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tie  might  «o  withoat  any  ;  however,  he  has  allowed  him  to  have  a 
j^nt  of  milk  pcip  day. 

**  We  next  wertt  to  that  part  of  the  prifon  where  debtors,  pau« 
persj  and  vagrants  are  ufually  confined,  which  We  were  not  (hewn 
on  our  former  vifit.  That  place  exhibited  a  true  pidlure  of  wretch- 
cdncfs,  difgraceful  to  humanity.  Jn  the  Brft  room  there  lay  a  poor 
man,  up  in  a  comer,  named  Davis,  with  fcarccly  a  rag  to  cover 
him  ;  he  had  been  committed  for  one  month,  and  appeared  to  be 
extremely  ill.  Our  foreman,  anxious  to  afcertain  the  real  fituation 
of  the  prifoners,  went  to  the  corner  of  the  room  where  the  poor  man 
lay ;  but  was  fo  overcome  with  the  difagreeable  (tench  of  the  place  , 
that  he  could  hardly  retire  without  fainting.  From  this  fcene  of 
mifery  we  proceeded  to  an  upper  room^  in  the  fame  part  of  the  pri- 
Ibn,  where  we  difcovered  eight  unfortunate  beings  who  were  con* 
fined  under  the  vagrant  aiSl.  It  appeared  that  each  of  them  had 
only  a  pound  of  bread  and  water  per  day  for  fuf^enance,  unlefs  bf 
accident  that  (bme  broth  was  left  by  the  other  prifoners,  which  fel-* 
dom  happened.  They  had  only  three  fmall  ftraw  mattrefles  for  the 
eight  perfons  to  fleep  on,  without  an  atom  of  covering  but  the  rag$  • 
which  they  had  on  their  backs  on  coming  into  the  gaol.  In  addi* 
lion  to  their  other  misfortunes,  fome  of  them  complained  of  being 
tortured  with  vermin,  which  they  caught  from  the  filth  of  the  place 
for  want  of  clean  ftraw  ;  and  poverty  is  the  ofience  which  fubjeds 
our  fellow  creatures  to  fuch  cruel  treatment ! 

<*  We  next  vifited  that  part  where  the  ftatc  prifoners  are  con- 
fined ;  they  appear  to  be  tolerably  well  accommodated  in  one 
room  ;  but  they  complain  that  the  keeper  withholds  from  each  of 
them  1 3s.  4d.  per  week  for  fuftenance,  being  the  money  allowed  to 
them  by  Government,  w  hich  they  think  (hould  be  at  their  own 
difpofal,  as  they  could  fupply  themfelves  with  viiftuals  at  a  lefs  ex*- 
pence,  and  more  to  their  fatisfa6lion,  which  would  enable  them  to 
favc  fome  of  the  money  allowed  to  them,  to  fend  to  their  ftarving  fa-  , 
miliesin  the  country.  William  Chetham,  one  of  the  ftate  prifon- 
ers from  Mnnchefter,  bought  a  (ilk  handkerchief  at  48.  from  one 
Na(h,  a  prifoner ;  and  James  Aris,  the  governor's  fon,  felled  the 
faid  handkerchief  a  cenfiderable  time  ago,  ^and  has  (ince  withheld 
It,  though  he  often  promifcd  to  return  it,  or  pay  the  4s.  that  it  co(t; 
And  in  November  laft,  the  faid  William  Chetham  fent  a  new  (ilk 
handkerchief  to  the  laundry  to  be  wa(hed,  which  cod  7s.  which  h6 
has  nev^er  fince  received  from  the  faid  James  Aris,  who  has  the  care 
of  the  laundry.  Another  complaint  was  made  by  an  American^ 
Captain  of  a  (hip,  named  Cowan  :  That  on  the  i6thd^la(t  Ja- 
nuary, (being  confined  in  that  prifon),  he  entrufied  Thoodas  Nichol- 
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ibn»  the  keeper's  clerk,  with  a  draft  of  20!.  on  Webb  axxi  Law- 
ford)  of  Cannon -flreety  to  receive  ca(h  for  the  fame  :  that  Nichol. 
fan  gave  him  1 3L  in  part  of  the  money  next  day,  and  a  pair  of  pan- 
taloons charged  iL  4s.  but  that  he  never  could  obtain  the  remaining 
balance  fince.  Nicholfon  followed  us. out  of  the  prifon^  and  ac- 
knowledged he  had  Cowan's  money  ;  but  would  fettle  with  hiio 
the  next  day,  and  entreated  us  not  to  mention  it  in  Court. 

*^  We  viiited  the  men's  fick  ward,  which  was  veiy  clean  ;  and 
only  faw  one  patient  there,  whofe  complaint  was  the  fcurvy,  though 
at  that  time  there  were  a  number  of  prifoners  whom  we  had  feen  in 
£>  bad  a  ftate  of  health,  that  they  ought  to  have  been  admitted 
into  the  hofpitaL 

'*  We  then  went  to  the  womien's  hofpital,  and  there  (aw  a  girl 
under  fourteen  years  of  age,  named  Mary  Rich.  She  had  been  veiy 
ill  for  fome  time,  though  her  miferable  condition  was  concealed 
from  DS  when  we  had  viiited  the  jail  before.  We  inquired  of  her 
what  was  her  complaint,  and  how  (he  was  treated  in  the  prifon  ;  (he 
faid  that  (he  ws^  well  treated  during  the  laft  four  or  five  days,  bat 
for  four  or  five  weeks  before  (he  had  been  very  badly  off  in  every 
reipe£l,  having  nothing  to  cat  but  a  litrie  bread  and  water,  except 
fome  broth  every  fecond  day  :  That  (he  laid  very  badly  in  a  cell, 
No.  5,  with  the  other  women,  and  one  of  them  laid  with  her  on  a 
very  narrow  bedftead.  We  immediately  went  to  the  cell  where 
Ihe  had  been  confined,  and  meafured  the  bedftead,  which  was  onfy 
two  feet  four  inches  wide.  We  afked  the  keeper's  fon,  James 
Aris,  how  he  thought  two  perfons  could  refl;  on  fuch  a  narrow  bed- 
(lead*  He  replied,  it  was  very  common  to  put  two  perfons  in  one 
bed,  as  they  could  lie  head  and  tail  very  well. 

'*  It  appeared,  that  the  young  girl  was  committed  for  the  purpofe 
of  giving  evidence  againft  a  perfon  that  had  injured  her  ;  but  the 
nesLt  morning  after  we  faw  her,  a  certificate  was  read  in  Court  from 
the  prifon  dodor, .  (lating  her  to  be  fo  ill  that  (he  could  not  be 
brought  into  Court  to  give  evidence. 

*'  We  examined  the  cells,  which  are  about  fix  feet  wide  and 
eight  or  nine  feet  long ;  a  window  with  wooden  (butters^  about 
(even  feet  above  the  floor,  and  another  wind(»w  over  the  ddor.— 
The  floors  are  Aone^  and  the  walls  are  brick  unplaftered,  which  in 
die  winter  feafon  mud  be  very  injurious  to  health,  as  there  is  no 
method  of  communicating  fire  to  dry  or  air  the  cells  ;  and  we  fear 
Aich  j>laces  are  indrumehtal  in  affliding  thofe  who  have  the  hard 
fortune  to  inhabit  them  with  difcafes  that  can  only  terminate  in  a 
lingering  death.  Acrofs  thofe  cells,  under  the  window,  are  three 
I^anks  raifed  to  anfwer  the  purpofe^  of  a  bedftead,  on  whtch  a  Araw 
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mattrefs  is  placed,  iftrkh  a  fmall  thin  blanket,  and  a  coarfe  hoHc 
nig ;  many  of  thofe  mattrefles  were  fo  chafed  and  worn  our,  that  nor 
perfon  could  t^ke  proper  reft  on  them  for  want  of  fre(h  ftraw.  The 
prifoners  are  not  permitted  to  have  any  thing  in  their  cells  to  fit  on. 
Their  allowance  is  faid  to  be  a  pound  of  bfead  per  day,  and  four 
days  in  the  week  they  have  about  fix  ounces  of  meat,  with  fome 
broth.  But  we  apprehend,  by  the  complaints  of  the  prifoners,  theJT 
are  very  (hort  of  that  allowance.  And  we  underftand  that  the  pri- 
foners are  not  permitted  to  weigh  their  meat,  nor  is  any  perfon  per« 
initted  to  fee  that  the  prifoners  have  jtheir  proper  allowance  ^  that 
is  entirely  left  to  the  mercy  and  humanity  of  the  gaoler." 

The  honourable  Baronet  then  ftated  it  as  his  wi(b,  that  the  Houft 
fhould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  confider  of  the  fadTs  now 
laid  before  them  :  and  that  the  Grand  Jury,  and  kll  ading  magtf- 
trates  of  Middlefex  who  could  throw  light  upon  the  fubje£t,  (hould 
be  called  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  and  be  there  examined.  He 
would  only  move,  howe^^er,  for  the  prefent,  "  That  the  prefentment 
cf  the  Grand  Jury  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe/' 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought,  that,  in  propriety,  after  the  detail 
of  fuch  (hameful  and  inconteftible  fa£ls,  the  Houfe  could  not  re^i^ 
frain  one  moment  from  going  into  a  Committee  on  the  fubjc^, 
without  being  chai^eahle  with  the  want  of  common  humanity  and 
juftice.  On  a  former  oceafion,  an  xxamination  of  the  Houfe  of 
Corre£lionin  Cold  Bath  Fields  had  taken  place;  but  the  magiftratcw 
were  then  impofed  upon  by  the  artifices  of  the  governor,  (b  as  to 
give  a  favourable  account  of  the  ftate  of  things  ;  and  in  confequenoa 
of  that,  the  Houfe  was  impofed  upon  alfo.  The  Houfe,  therefore^ 
.  was  unintentionally  made  a- party  in  all  that  exa£iion,  oppreflioDf 
and  cruelty,  which  had  fince  taken  place  within  thofe  walls. 
Nothing  was  more  clear,  than  that  the  magiftrates  and  the  Hpufo 
were  grofsly  abufed  :  for  when  any  perfons  went  to  examine  the 
prifon,  it  was  the  praiSice  of  the  governor  only  to  (hew  thofe  per<^. 
fons  arid  places  which  would  heft  bear  infpedion,  and  every  thing 
that  would  tend  to  criminate  them  in  the  leaft  was  ftndioufly  ke{^ 
i>ut  of  fight.  In  particular,  that  pan  of  the  prifon  where  paupers 
and  vagrants  were  confined  was  a  great  defideratum  of  concealment* 
They  were  perfons  convided  of  no  crime,  whofe  only  fault  was  po* 
verty  ^  yet  they  were  doomed  to  fiarve  on  bread  and  water,  and  fpend 
their  days  in'  filth  and  fqualidnefs.  The  very  jurymen  who  vififled 
them  almoft  fainted  at  the  fteiKh  of  their  teeming  cells.  Such:  abofei 
in  this  coiintry  was  rK>  longer  to  be  endured.  The  Houfe,  therefore^ 
if  it  valued  its  own  reputation,  or  at  all  regarded  the  rights  of  ho- 
manity,  could  not  fiul  as  fpcedily  as  pofBble  to  inveftigatc  this  oiat^ 
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tcr  to  the  bottonf.  Had  the  magiftracy  of  the  country  done  their 
dury,  fuch  difgraccful  fccncs  could  never  have  occunrcd.  WhaC 
could  equal  fuch  enormity  ?  The  unfortunate  prifoners  were 
abufed  and  plundered  by  their  mercilcfs  keepers,  who  afterwards 
implored  the  jurymen  to  conceal  their  villainy  from  the  magiftrates. 
But  the  prefcnt  Grand  Jury  had  now  fully  fubftantiated  the  pradiccs 
of  plunder,  cruelty,  and  opprefTion,  and  the  Houfe  could  not  well 
ihrink  from  going  into  an  inquiry  on  the  charge  of  fuch  crying  abu(cs« 
Could  gentlemen  ferroufly  think  of  retiring  to  rural  relaxation  and 
^  amufemenrs,  while  they  left  fo  many  of  their  fellow-creatures  pining 
undir  the  gripe  of  fuch  complicated  miferies  ?  Late  as  was  the 
period  of  the  fcffion,  he  was  confident  there  could  be  no  objcdiion 
to  go  into  a  Committee  on  a  matter  v!jnc  the  calls  of  humanity 
were  fo  urgent! 

Mr.  MAINWARING  acknowledged  the  prefentment  of  the 
Grand  Jury  to  be  genuine  ;  but  wi(bed  to  know  how  the  honour* 
^U  Barof^  came  by  the  other  long  paper  which  he  had  read,  and 
tvhich  purported  to  be  a  report  from  the  Travcrfc  Jury,  The  whde 
fub(hnce  of  that  paper  feemed  to  be  taken  from  certain  notes  and 
memorandums  given  in  to  the  court  of  fcflion  at  Clerkenwell  by  the 
Travcrfe  Jury,  but  it  appeared  to  be  much  mifTe\)rcfented.  Before 
this  report,  however,  h^d  been  made,  an  inquiry  had  been  iniH- 
Ituted  into  the  Aate  of  the  prifon  and  the  wants  of  the  prifonerst 
which  it  was  determined  to  fupply.  The  honourable  magiftvate 
here  read  the  ftatement  returned  of  rhe  condition  of  the  prifon  in  the 
articles  of  beds,  rugs  and  blat>kc(S|  from  which  it  appeared,  that  out  of 
I'] 6  beds  only  io8  were  ferviccable;  that  the  number  of  rugs  and 
blankets  were  nearly  in  the  fame  proportion.  Mr.  Mainwaring; 
nexFread  the  notes  of  the  Travcrfe  Jury,  and  pointed  out  the  diflPcF- 
thee  bctvi'cen  their  contents  and  thofc  of  the  report  read  by  the  ho^ 
nourahle  Baronet.  With  refpc£l  to  the  mutineers,  their  trcarmene 
was  as  good  as  their  fituation  would  admit  of ;  and  as  to  Mary 
Rich,  the  magiflrates  had  examined  her,  and  found  that  when  at 
kome  tiith  her  parents  ihe  lived  in  extreme  poverty :  (he  was  one 
•f  fix  children ;  the  mother  made  foldier's  buttons  at  a  penny  a 
doxen. ;  the  father  earned  about  j  2s.  a  week  ;  and  they  generally 
bought  4  or  5  lb.  of  meat  in  a  week  to  fubfift  their  family*  Thefe 
knii  other  circumftances  formed  the  rc^rt  of  the  magtftrates,.  who 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  Mary  Rich  iftias  treated  better,  and' 
lived  more  comfortably  in  the  gaol  than  ever  fhe  had  done  with 
her  parents.  Having  thus  fubmitted  a  counter- ihrtenient,  be  faop6d 
the  Houfe  would  not  enter  on  thai  report  oficred  by  iheiwmiQfsible 
Bvonet^  as  the  oioft  xoetai  accowts,  c^n  4iKife  oi  dus  day^  coi^ 
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'  iradid  it ;  the  flatemcnt  of  the  Grand  Juiy  only  was  true,  and  the 
repoct  nc^t  fo. 

Mr.  Sheridan  afked  on  what  day  the  notes  were  prefentedJ 

Mr.  Mainwaring  faid,  on  the  27th  of  May. 

Thequeftion  was  put^    - 

•*  That  there  be  hid  before  thisrHoufe,  acopy  of  the  prefcntmeot 
of  the  iGrand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Middlcfex,  at  the  general  fcf- 
fions  of  the  peace,  holden  for  the  faid  county,  at  the,  ScflTions  Houfo 
of  ClerkenwellGreen,  on  the  27th  day  of  May  la(t,  relative  to  thd 
ftateof  the  prifon  in  Cold  Bath  Fields."     Ordered. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  JONES  faid,  his  wifti  was,  thai 
Che  veport  (hould  be  alfo  laid  upon  the  table,  though  he  did  not  pna^ 
pofe,  at  prefent,  any  difcuflTiun. 

.  Mr.  CHARLES  YORKE  w!(hed  to  know  whence  the  honour* 
«ble  Baronet  got  the  paper  dcfcribed  as  the  Report  of  the  Traverfe 
Jury. 

Sir  F.  B.  JONES  anfwered,  that  the  foreman  of  the  jury,  and 
two  of  the  jurymen,  waited  on  him  with  it. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  wiQied  the  motion  to  be  for  all  the  papers 
prefcnted  to  the  juftices  of  the  quarter  fcflfions  for  Middlefex.  Hf 
frufted  the  Houfe  would  agree  to  an  inquiry  ;  for  the  circumilancet 
to  be  coUeded  even  from  the  Aatement  of  .the  worthy  magiftrate 
were  calculated  to  create  great  public  uneafipefs.  The  honourable 
inember  was  going  on  to  obferve,  that  he  was  not  at  all  interefied 
in  the  queftioti  from  any  other  motives  than  that  6f  a  general  de** 
fire  that  no  unncceifary  cruelty  (hould  be  exercifcd  ;  no  feelings  of 
party  actuated  his — [Here  the  Attorney  General  feemed  to  fmilej--^ 
Mr.  Ticrney  faid,  **  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  need 
hot  fmile.  I  ftate  what  cannot  be  contradicted.  I  took  no  (hare 
in  the  debates  on  this  fubjeCl  laft  year.  I  even  did  not  vote  on  it* 
Why  then  does  the  honourable  gentleman  fmile,  as  if  he  would 
infinuate  that  I  am  under  the  influence  of  improper  motives  i 
This  habit  of  the  learned  gentleman  has  of  late  grown  almoft  inve- 
terate ;  but  I  tell  him  he  had  better  not  fmile  in  his  fnecring  way 
at  me." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  infinuated,  as  if  he  had  in  him  a  perfonal  enemy  ^  but 
in  this  he  was  unfounded — he  was  under  a  total  mifconception  with 
refped  to  him,  as  he  had  not  thefltghteit  refentmcnt  againd  him. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  the  imprtlTion  made  on  him  was  the  rc- 
ireife.  He  had  once  the  happinefs  of  living  in  habits  of  intimacy 
with  him,  and  felt  the  deprivation  of  them,  but  did  not  know  how 
be  loft  bis  (ood  opinion  i  yet  fo  it  was^  that  the  honourable  and 
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learned  gentleman  was  too  much  inclined  to  throw  out  broad  inltnu-i^ 
ationaon  his  motives  of  condud}.  He  hoped  to  drop  it  now,  being 
fatisfieci  with  the  explanation. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  maintained,  that  the  paper 
Was  never  before  the  Committee  of  the  prifon,  nor  before  the  ma* 
giftrates.    , 

A  converfation  now  arofe  on  the  wording  of  a  motion  that  (hould 
anfwer  the  views  of  Sir  F.  B.  Jones,  and  put  the  Houfe  in  poffcC- 
fion  of  the  notes  on  which  the  report  was  faid  to  be  founded. 

Mr.  ^HERIDAN  faid,  he  hoped  that  by  limiting,  the  motion 
to  thefe  papers  only,  it  was  not  meant  that  other  information  fbould 
be  excluded,  if  the  Houfe  went  into  that  inquiry  which  juftice  fo 
loudly  caHed  for.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  fee  that  a  pri* 
fon,  the  eftablilhment  of  which  it  had  fanctioned,  (hould  not  be 
abufed.  The  honourable  gentleman  could  not  but  know,  that  the 
Houfe  had  a  right  to  controul  the  judges  of  every  tribunal  ;  and  in 
this  inftance,  if  it  did  not  interfere  in  that  abufe  which  the  magif. 
trates  had  ncglc(Sied  to  rcdrefs,  it  would  indeed  deferve  the  cenfurc, 
of  wrfiich  its  proceedings  had  been  recently  the  object  in  a  dignified 
place.  Expreflions  had  been  made  ufe  of  by  peffons  of  high  au- 
thority, which  he  was  furprifed  to  find  had  not  been  taken  notice 
of.  Some  obfcfvations,  too,  had  been  made  by  a  right  reverend 
Prelate  (at  leaft  they  were  imputed  to  him),  which'  he  (hould  think 
k  his  duty  on  another  day  to  bring  fon^ard.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  every  thing  that  could  in  the  lead  degree  tend  toelucidate  the 
fubJeS  (hould  be  produced.  If  there  was  any  circumftance  that 
could  create  the  lead  fufpicion  in  his  mind  that  every  thing  relating 
to  it  might  not  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  it  was  the  obfervatkins 
ihat  had  fallen  from  the  worthy  magidrate.  It  appeared  he  had 
been  mifinformed  by  the  prifon  committee,  and  that  his  mind  was 
biafTed  with  rcfpc6t  to  the  manner  in  which  the  prifon  was  con- 
ducted ;  othcrwife  a  pcrfon  of  his  refpe<Stable  chara6ler  and  buma.^ 
nity  never  could  have  feemingly  taunted  at  the  remarks  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend,  or  have  aderted,  that  there  was  no  ground  what- 
ever for  complaint.  He  was  furprifed  at  having  heard  fuch  lan- 
guage from  him.  He  could  not  account  for  fuch  a  bias  on  the 
mind  of  any  man  ;  but  indeed  there  appeared  to  be  a  party  fpirit 
that  he  feared  had  obdriidled  or  perverted  the  inc)utries  which  would 
otherwife  have  taken  place.  As  to  the  cafe  of  Mar}'  Richy  the 
worthy  magidrate  had  ufed  a  mod  extraordinary  argument  in 
judification  of  the  treatment  of  that  unfortunate  girl.  He 
had  dated,  thatjier  lituation  Tn  prifon  was  not  worfe  than  it 
bad  been  in  the  houle  of  her  fatherj  who  bgd  a  family  of  fix 
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children,   whom  he  was  unable  to  maintain.'    What !  was  the 
poverty  of  the  father  to  be  urged  as  an  argument  to  juftify  cru- 
elty towards   the  daughter? — was  it  any^  palliation  of  the   treat- 
ment that  girl  had  received,  (hat  (he  had  been  brought  iip  in  the 
ichool  of  wretchednefs }     But   the  quelVion  was,   how  came  (be 
there  at  all }     She  appeared  as  a  profecutrix,  demanding  juftice 
againft  a  man  who  had  committed  a  rape  upon  her  ;  but  was  it 
ever  known  that  a  profecutrix  was  committed  to  prifon  as  a  wit- 
nefs,  and  when  there,  ordered  to  be  fed  upon  bread  and   water  i 
What  had  been  the  refult  of  the  treatment  (he  had  experienced  ? 
She  had  been  found  in  fuch  a  (hite,  when  brought  into  court  (he 
firft  time,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  examine  her  ;  and  when  fent 
back,  the  prifon  doctor  had  reported  the  fecond  time  that  (he  was 
unable  to  be  brought  up.  What  had  he  a  right  to  infer  from,  this  ? 
He  had  a  right  to  oonceive,  that  the  man  who  h'ad  committed  the 
rape  had  had  influence  fufficient  to  keep  out  of  the  way  the  onlf 
witnefs  that  could  appear  againft  him.     He  had  no  (x:cafion  to 
ftate  thefe  matters  in  order  to  (hew  the  necc(rity  of  a  {\f\&  inquiry  ; 
what  had  been  faid  by  his  honourable  friend  was  quite  fuffacrent. 
His  honourable  friend  had  been  an  objed  of  cenfure  in  confequence 
of  his  interference  on  behalf  of  the  unhappy  people  confined  in  this 
prifon.     Ip  his. opinion  his  condudt  refleded   the'  higheA  honour 
upon  him,  and  did  credit  to  the  feelJrigs  of  his  heart ;  fortunate  it 
was  that  a  wretched,  opprefTed  prifoner  had  a  friend  to  whom  he 
could  apply  for  redrefs.  Why  was  it  neceiTary  that  any  fuch  aplpli- 
cation  (hould  be  made  by  the  prifoners  to  his  honourable  friend  ?  The 
kA  refleded  difgrace  upon  the  conduct  of  the  magiArates  ?  Why  did 
they^not  apply  for  relief  from  thoir  miferies  to  the  magiArates  them- 
felves  ?     It  was  becaufe  they  were  fenfible  they  ihould  not  obtain  it 
from  that  quarter.     It  was  not  quite  a  year  fmce  this  fubjed  had 
been  taken  up,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  viiit  the  prifon  ever^ 
fix  weeks. .    How  did  it  happen,  if  that  committee  were  not  either 
grofsly  impofed  upon,  or  dehcient  in  their  duty,  that  the  worthy 
magiArate  (hould  at  thi.s  time  have  had  occafion  to  read  fuch  a  long 
lift  of  neceffaries  ?     When  he  confidered  the  defcription  of  thofe 
articles  which  were  denominated  nece(rarics,  that  they  were  miferable 
beds  ituffed  with  chafF,  and  coarfe  rugs  or  blankets^  and  many  of 
thefe  ftated  as  unfervicbable,  he  could  fcarcely  contemplate  the  (itua- 
Cton  to  which  the  wretched  viflims  muA  have  been  reduced.  Thefe 

N 

cIrcumAances  fufficiently  proved  that  the  prifoners  a£ted  wifely  in 
not  applying  to  the  magiArates.  In  (hort,  every  word  that  had 
fallen  from  the  worthy  magiArate  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that 
this  was  a  bufinefs  whidi  Farliamcnt  was  called  upon  by  every 
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^fttiment  of  juflice  and  hamanif]^  to  prabe  t6  the  tbttoor.     lb 
liieuld  therefore  move,  , 

''  That  there  be  laid  before  this.  Houfe  copies  of  all  reprefenta- 
^QDs  Ikiade  to  the  jufiices  of  the  county  of  Middtefex,  at  tbeir  ge- 
neral and^generaUquarter  fefllions,  at  Clcrkenwell,  by  the  Grand  or 
Xra verfe  J  uries,  on  the  fabjed  of  the  (bite  of  rhe  prifon  in  Cold  Bach 
Fields,  and  the  condition  and  treatment  of  the  prifoners  there,  fince 
'the  ifi  of  January  1800  ;  difiinguifhing  the  dates  of  the  different 
irprefentations." 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid^  that  a  prifon  muft  alwaqri  be  a  fcene  df 
voe,  and  without  great  precaution  muft  be  a  fcene  of  wretchcdncis: 
The  very  nature  of  a  prifon  made  it  almoft  neceflary  that  it  (hould 
be  a  defpotifm,  exercifed  over  perfons  withdrawn  not  only  fiom 
common  obfervation,  but  from  common  concern  ;  and  it  was  the 
more  ncceflfary  to  watch  over  the  fituation  of  thofe  who  could  not 
flome  out  to  make  thtir  own  complaints.     Upon  thefe  grounds  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  prifons  ought  to  be  moft  firidly  exan^ined  into  ^ 
flot  by  vifitors  who  went  fro  forma  f  but  by  perfons  who  would  viiit 
it  at  ttnexpeded  periods^  and  who  would  explore  the  receflcs  of -the 
fKrifon^     But  he  did  not  think,  that  in  the  prefent  inflsnce,  the  ho«- 
nourable  Baronet  had   made  out  in  any  degree  the  ai^ufe  he  had 
fiated;  and  even,  if  he  had,  the  cafe  itfelf  was  not  of  a^nature  fuf* 
ficiently  important  to  call  for  the  attention  of  Parliament, in  the  firft 
inftance.     It  was  only  in  rhe  event  of  a  failure  of  redrefs  in  infe- 
rior tribunals  that  refource  fliould  be  had  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
inons.     It  would  detract  greatly  from  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  if  they  were  always  in  invcftigation  of  cafes  which^ 
though  -they  might  contain  abufes,  might  be  redrefled  in  other  tri« 
bonals.     If  thefe  tribunals  refufcd  to  make  the  proper  inquiries, 
then  it  might  be  proper  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  interpofc. 
In  the  firft  inftance,  the  application  (hould  be  made,  he  apprc-> 
bended,  to  the  magtftrates  at  feflions,  from  d^ence  to  the  King's 
Bench,  and  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  failure  of  relief  in 
every  other  quarter.     Agreeing,  as  he  did,  in  the  propriety  of  in- 
veftigating  this  fubjecl  in  a  proper  manner,  ftill  he  thought,  if  the 
prefcRt  plan  was  adopted,  it  would  place  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  a  very  inconvenient  fituation.     If,  indeed,  there  were  no  other 
means  of  making  this  propofcd  tnveftigation,  he  would,  without  he* 
fitation,  agree  to  the  motion  ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  thera 
was  no  r<;afon  why  the  Houfe  of  Commons  {hould  take  it  up  in 
the  fnd  ini^jnoe.     If  at  the  commencement  of  a  fefliion  a  Com* 
snittee  was  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  fopcrintending  all  prifont 
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(he  would  not  fay  ivhether  It  was  right  or  wrong),  but  ftill  it  woid^ 

be  more  confiftent  with  the  fundions  of  that  Houfe.  ^ 

Mr.  YORKE  faid,  it  was  the  fecond  time  tffis  bufinefs  ht& 

been  brought  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  a«  ihe  Committee, had  in  thtf 

former  fcflion  declared  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  inquiry,  h6 

really  thought  there  was  fomcthing  at  the  bottom  of  the   bufineft 

that  required  to  be  accurately  (ifttd.     Honourable  gentlemen  had 

not  adled  quite  corredlly  ;  for  they  had  argued  upon  thefe  papers  2$ 

authentic,  though  tiiey  were  not  regularly  before  the  Houfe.     He 

had  every  rcfpe<9  for  the  prefentmcnt  of  the  Grand  Jury  ;  but  he 

ihould  be  glad  to  fee  tlie  qucftion  Hill  more  minutely  inveAigated 

than  had  been  propofcd.     He  could  not  avoid  fufpc£ting,  .that  the 

motion  proceeded  from  a  connexion  with  a  fet  of  men  confined  in 

the  prifon,   who  had  been  guilty  of  the  greateft  oSences  ;  but  by 

this  he  by  no  means  nvant  to  impute  blame  to  the  worthy  Baronet. 

He  thought  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  to  perform  a  taflc 

which  might  be  done  much  better  by  the  inferior  magiftrates. 

However,  as  he  wilhed   to  fee  the  buflnefs  thoroughly  lifted,  he 

ihould  not  obje£t  to  the  motion ;  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  he 

moved  as  an  amendment,  that  there  be  added  at  the  end  of  it^  the 

words  ^*  together  with  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  juftkef 

thereupon." 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  it  was  to  be  underftood 
that  the  unofBcial  document  which  had  been  alluded  to  was  net 
called  ibr  by  this  motion. 

Mr.  BAKER  expreiTed  himfclf  adverlc  to  the  Houfe  agree^ 
mg  to  it. 

The  motioHy  thus  amended,  waa  then  pur,  and  carried  in  the 
sflSrmative. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  truAed  that  he  was  not  implicated  in  the 
allufion  of  the  honourable  gentleman ;  he  did  not  think  anyone 
itifpedcd  him  of  forming  a  party  with  the  mutineers,  who  were 
very  properly  fubjcA  to  the  rigours  of  confinement  in  that  prifon.*' 
The  fad  was,  the  qecftion  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  mutineers  \ 
k  ap[rfied  only  to  thofe  who  were  committed  as  vagrants,  or  as  wk*^ 
ffiefies,  dr  for  fiife  cuftody  befisre  trial,  or  to  perfons  whofe  ofi^nce 
was  poverty,  the  remedy  for  which  was  clofe  confinement  and  bread 
and  water.     It  did  appear  that  they  were  treated  with  an  improper 
degree  of  ieverity.     If  credit  was  to  be  given  to  the  flatement  of 
the  worthy  magiflrare,  it  was  evident  that  they  had  not  found  that 
ledrefty^  to  obtain  which  the  prifon  had  been  made  fubjed  to  the 
infpedion  of  a  committee*     He  was  furprifcd  to  hear  the  Secretary^ 
et  W)ur  fayt  that  PavliMieDC  ougbt  only  to  incerfere  as  the  lafi  tc* 
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lbrt«  Par1i:uneDt  Mras  bound  to  fuperintend  all  ftate  ^rifons  in  the 
country.  'Parliament  had  fufpended  the  Habeas  Corpus  AA  ;  it 
was,  therefore,  its  duty  to  fee  that  no  abufes  were  the  confequenoe 
of  that  fufpenfion.  Would  the  honourable  Secretary  have  thofe 
wretched  prifoners,  who  were  dated  to  have  languifhed  irt  the  Uft 
ftage  of  poverty,  make  application  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  i 
It  was  in  vain  for  them  to  attempt  to  make  their  fufferings  known : 
they  were  fearful  of  doing  fo  ;  they  were  too  much  overawed  and 
intimidated  by  their  gaolers  to  dare  to  fpeak  out.  It  had  been  with 
difficulty  that  the  Grand  and  Traverfe  Juries  had  induced  them  to 
flate  the  fa  As:  rhcy  were  obliged  to  promifethem  protedion,  and 
order  the  turnkey  to  withdraw.  He  thought  the  obfervations  or 
notes  of  the  Traverfe  Jury,  which  had  been  improperly  called  a  pre- 
fentation,  ought  not  to  be  withheld.  When  all  the  papers  upon  the 
CuhjcSt  were  before  the  Houfe,  it  would  then  be  competent  to  de- 
termine whether  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  or  a  fpccial 
Committee,  ought  to  be  appointed  to  make  that  inquiry,  either  at  the 
bar  of  the  Houfe  or  otherwifc,  which  compaflion  to  the  fufferings  of 
Ij^efe  oppreiTed  priibners,  and  the  nature  of  the  fubjeA,  demanded* 

Mr.  MAIN  WARING  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpokc  laA  expelled  the  ftatemcnt  alluded  to  (hould 
be  one  of  the  papers  within  the  objed  of  the  motion  ?  If  fo,  he 
would  oppofe  it.  It  was  a  paper  altogether  unauthentic.  ^  He  did 
not  believe  that  one  juilice  of  Middlefex  had  ever  feen  it ;  he  him^ 
felf  did  not  know  it  was  in  exigence  till  four  o'clock  laft  night,  when 
he  was  coming  down  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  SHERI  DAN  afferted  this  to  be  an  egregious  quibble.  He 
defied  any  one  to  prove  the  Aatements  of  the  report  to  be  incorrect, 
and  admired  the  candour  of  fuch  oppofition  from  gentlemen  who 
profeRcd  a  wifti  that  the  matter  (hould  be  (ifted  to  the  bottom. 

The  Speaker  fuggefted  to  the  honourable  member  the  prq^ 
priety  of  making  a  fpecific  motion. 

Mr.  Shisridan  then  moved,  *^  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  a  copy  of  a  letter,  with  any  paper  therein  enclofed,  refpeding 
the  prifon  in  Cold  Bath  Fields,  and  fent  by  the  foreman  of  the  tra* 
verfe  jury  of  the  30th  o£  May  lafl,  to  the  foreman  of  the  fuccced* 
ing  jury." 

The  ATTORNEX  GENERAL  objeded  to  the  morion,  as 
the  paper  was  not  authentic  ;  and  in  fad,  as  the  paper  was  de^* 
fcribed,  there  was  no  perfon  to  whom  they  could  apply  for  if.  The 
paper  had  not  been  laid  before  magifirates,  and  therefore  was  not  in 
any  degree  authenticated.     Indeed  the  Traverfe  Jury  had  nothing  to 

^ith  this  bufinefs^  and  cbc  lettor  of  this  foremao  was  no  moie 
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than'tbe  letter  of  a  private  individaal ;  for  when  they  vifited  th« 
prifononthe  4thof  June,  they  hadceafcd  to  be  jurymen.     Upon- 
the  whole,  he  thought  they  ought  not^  by  calling  for  an  unauthentic 
cated  paper,  to  give  credit  to  it. 

Sir  F.  B.  JONES  fupported  the  mbtion,  and  contended,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  avail  themfclves  of  every  opportunity 
of  getting  at  the  truth,  withaut  (training  at  nice  and  quibbling  dif- 
tindlions.  It  was  highly  important  that*  the  Houfe  fhould  be  iti 
pofTeflion  of  both  papers,  as  there  was  an  eflential  difference  in  th« 
complexion  of  the  firft  and  focond  reprefentation  of  theTraverfe  Jury. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  intended  th^t  the  paper  was  unauthentic 
cated,  and  anonymous.     If  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  it  would  not 
produce  the  paper,  for  it  was  improperly  defcribed;  but  even  if  it- 
would,  he  thought  it' much  below  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  to  call 
for  it. 

Mr.  BUXTON  objefled  to  the  produflioii  of  the  paper,  both 
on  the  ground  of  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  juiilce  of  th^ 
cafe.  The  foreman  of  this  Jury  ought  to  have  complained  to  the 
regular  tribunal,  and  not  to  have  written  fuch  a  letter  to  the  foremail 
of  the  next  Traverfc  Jur}*,  who  had  no  righfto  interpofe  upon  this 
fubjed.  This  paper,  upon  which  fo  much  had  been  faid,  was  no 
more  than  a  reprefentation  in  writing  from  a  perfon  ^4)0  had  nd 
right  to  make  it,  to  a  perfon  who  had  no  right  to  receive  it.  Hd 
was  very  anxious  that  inquiries  (hould  be  regularly  macle  into  the 
Aate  of  all  prifons,  becaufe  they  were  under  thp  command  of  per* 
fons  wh6  ftood  almod  in  the  ficuation  of  tyrants,  and  the  perfond 
whom  they  commanded  were  almofl  in  the  (ituation  of  rebels.  Be- 
fore they  called  for  this  inquiry,  they  (hould  recoIIe£l  that  the  law 
provided  remedies  in  the  cafe  of  ^bufes,  fuch  as  were  Aated  to  exift 
in  the  prefent  inftance.  There  were  feveral  a6ts  of  Parliament 
upon  the  fubjedl,  particularly  Mr.  Gilbert's  a6t,  and  Mr.  Powys' 
a£t.  He  was  the  more  anxious  that  this  fubjedl  (hould  be  ex« 
amined  in  the  proper  tribunals,  becaufe  there  the  examination  would 
tak^  place  under  the  folemn  fandion  of  an  oath. 

,  Mr.  YORKE  fpoke  againft  the  produ£lion  of  the  paper  ;  and 
fuggeftedthat  the  foreman  of  the  jury  who  had  written  this  letter^ 
might  be  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  when  he  would  havflt 
an  opportunity  of  (fating  all  he  knew  upon  the  fubjeft^ 

Mr-  Sheridan  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  ABBOT  reported  from  the  Cominlttee  appointed  lo  dtiW 
up  the  addrefs  to  be  prefented  to  His  Majeify,  that  the  Committed 
had  drawn  up  an  addrefs  accordingly,  which  they  had  diredled  hixn 
to  report  to  the  Houfe  >  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place^  and  af* 
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terwards  delivered  it  ir^  at  the  tabki  wh«re  the  faille  was  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Ordered^  that  the  faid  addreb  be  prefented  to  His_Ma|efiy  bf 
fuch  Members  of  this  Houfe  as  are  of  His  Majefiy's  mofi  honoyr- 
able  Privy  Council. 

The  humhk  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  Eng* 

**  Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 
«  We  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje&j  th» 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament 'aiTembled,  having 
taken  into  our  confideration  the  (late  of  the  public  records  of  this 
kingdom,  and  the  necefTity  of  providing  for  the  better  arrangenoent, 
prefer vation,  and  more  convenient  ufe  of  the  fame,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  your  Majefty  the  report  of  our  proceedings  there* 
on  ;  and  to  reprefenttoyourMajefly',  that  in  feveralof  the  priiurqpal 
ofSces  we  have  foimd  the  public  records  preferved  with  great  order 
and  regularity,  and  in  fome  few  with  a  method  and  care  which  are 
exemplary  :  but  that,  in  many  of  the  moft  important  ofiices,  thejr 
are  wholly  unarrahged,  undefcribed,  and  unafccrtained ;  that  fome 
of  them  are  expofed  to  erafure,  alteration,  and  embezzlemeot,  and 
others  are  lodged  in  places*-where  they  are  daily  periihing  by  damp, 
or  incurring  a  continual  ri(k  of  deflrudlion  by  fire. 

'*  A  period  of  nearly /eventy  years  has  elapf^  (ince  the  laft  ge- 
neral parliamentary  inquiry  upon  this  fubjedl  ;  and,  dudng  this  in- 
terval of  time,  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  language  and 
written  charadler  of  judicial  proceedings,  as  well  as  the  large  ac- 
cumulation of  materials  which  has  been  progreifively  fuperadded  in 
every  department,  have  increafed  the  difficulties  of  oiethodizing 
the  feveral  repoiitories,  or  applying  their  contents  to  the  purpofcs  of 
pra^ical  ufe. 

''  In  the  courfe  of«our  inquiry,  we  have  found  that  many  of  the 
public  buildings  allotted  to  thefe  ufe$,  and  efpecially  thole  buildings 
which  belong  to  your  Majefty's  Exchequer  in  all  its  branches,  com- 
prehending the  antient  records  and  mun^ents  of  the  rights  and  pof- 
fi^ions  of  the  Crown,  and  the  vouchers  and  accounts  of  the  public 
revenues  and  expenditure,  are  in  a  ftate  fo  incommodious  and  infe- 
cure  as  lo  require  immediate  attention. 

'^  It  has  alfo  at>peared  to  us,  that  the  falutary  meafures  hereto- 
fore adopted,  by  your  Majefty's  authority,  for  methodizing  the  con- 
tents of  fome  of  the  principal  repofitories  of  your  Majefty's  records 
and  papers  of  ftate,  might  alfo  be  extended  to  many  other  rcpofito- 
,  ries,  with  confequcnces  highly  beneficial  to  the  public  fcrvicc. 

**  And  the  fame  motives  which  encouraged  our  predeceilgrs  to 
i^trcat  your  Majefty's  dlrcdions  for  printing  the  antient  record^  of 
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dbmefdaf  mi  the  foUs  of  Parliamenty  have  adfo  induced  as  fo  fub* 
mit  to  your  Majefty's  vvifdofn  our  defire  of  extending  the  fame  mea- 
fure  toother  antient  and  valuable  nanuments  of  our  hiflory,  laws, 
and  government. 

<'  Your  faithful  Commons  do  tfierefere  moft  humbly  befeech 
your  Majefty,  that  you  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  fuch  direc- 
tions as  your  Majcfly,  in  your  great  virifdom»  (hall  think  fit,  for  the 
better  prefervation,  arrangement,  and  more  convenient  ufe  of  the 
public  records  of  tliis  kingdom.  .  ^ 

*'  And  wc  beg  leave  further  to  aflure  your  Majeflvy  that  whatever 
extraordinary  expences  may  be  incurred  by  the  directions  which 
your  Maje%y  in  your  gicat  wifdom,  (hall  think  fit  to  give  on  this 
cccafion,  (hall  be  cheerfully  provided  for  and  made  good  by  your  1 
faithful  Commons." 

The  bill  for  the  (afe  cuftody  of  infane  perfons  charged  with  hig|b 
treafon  was  reported.     On  the  motion,  that  it  be  engroffed, 

Mr.   SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid  he  was  forry  that  th^ 
fubjedV  under  difcuflTion  fliould  come  on  when  there  was  fo  thin  a 
Houfe :  it  was  one  in  its  own  nature  of  confiderable  importance* 
He  could  not  but  entertain  a   wi(h  that  fome  puni(hment  might 
attach  on  any  attempt  on  the  life  of  the  Sovereign,  notwithdanding 
the  plea  of  infanity.     It  was  jcvolting  to  one's  feelings,  no  doubt^ 
to  think  of  puniihing  an  infane  perfon  ;  but  there  was  alfo  fome- 
thing  revolting  in  all  punifhments,  particularly  in  capital  punifli« 
ments  :  they  were  infliAcd,  however,  not  from  vindiflive  motives'^ 
nor  from  any  notion  that  even  in  cafes  of  the  greatcft  atrocity  they 
afforded  any  compcnfation  to  focicty  for  the  offence  committed,  but 
with  the  view  of  preventing  the  rdjpetltion  of  it  on  the  part  of  others. 
It  was  a  well-known  faying,  that  a  horfe-ilealer  fhould  bepunifhedj 
not  becaufe  he  had  ftolcn  a  horfe,  but  that  horfes  might  not  be  ftolen,  • 
If  the  fubjedl  were  viewed  in  this  light,  the  propriety  of  capitally  pu- 
nifhing  attempts  on  the  part  of  a  madman,  againft  the  life  of  any  one» 
would  perhaps  be  admitted:  and  much  more  would  thefe  confider- 
ations  appl/  with  refpcdl  to  an  attempt  on  the  life  o^  the  Sovereign, 
which,  if  fuccefsful,  might  have  the  efFe6l  of  diflblvingthe  whole  fa- 
bric of  fociety.    There  was  fomcthing  in  the  f^ate  of  madnefs  that, 
where  fuch  a  defign  was  conceived,  generally  led  it  to  make  the  at* 
tempt  on  the  greateft  objects,  efpecially  if  that  madnefs  happened  to 
be  conne£led  with  any  particular  political  bias.     The  only  ground 
on  which  the  meafure  he  now  fuggefted  could  fairly  be  oppofed  was^ 
that  madmen  were  not  capable  of  being  influenced  by  the  fear  of 
puniflimcnt.     But  he  conceived  that  they  were  influenced  by  the 
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fiear  of  puhKhment  more  than  by  any  other  confidefation,  and  to  a 
degree  much  beyond  the  impreflion  it  made  on  other  men.  On  Lord 
Ferrers'  trial  a  queftion  was  put  to  a  ^itncfs,  whether  his  Lordfhip 
was  in  a  date  to  diflinguifli  moril  right  and  wrong  ?  He  (hoald  have 
thought  the  proper  quefiion  would  be,  whether  he  was  in  a  ftate  in 
which  he  could  have  felt  a  dread  of  punishment?  He  was  perfuadcd 
that  the  Houfe,  reileding  on  recent  events,  and  the  chance  of  the 
fame  dangers  again  occurring,  would  fee  the  propriety  of  maturely 
confidcring  the  fuggeftions  which  he  had  thrown  out. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  begged  leave  to  enter  his  proteil  in  the  very 
outfet  againll  the  meafure  now  fuggefted.  There  never  was  a  time 
when,  by  the  law  of  England,  a  madman  was  regarded  as  a  fit  ob- 
jed  of  punifliment.  Formerly,  indeed,  a  defign  to  commit  murder, 
if  fully  proved,  incurred  a  capital  puni(hment,  according  to  the 
maxim,  voluntas  frofoBo  reputabitur.  But  never  did  the  law  of 
England  fandtion  the  puni(hing  a  madman.  The  will  was  neccf- 
fary  to  conftitute  crime  :  a£lia  non  eft  rea,  nift  mens  Jit  rea.  The 
very  word  demens  exprcffed  a  roan  who  had  not  reafdning  powers  to 
judge  of  puniOimenr.  He  admitted  that  the  attention  of  madmen 
was  mod  attra£)ed  by  prominent  objefls  ;  but  as  the  punifliment  of 
a  madman  could  not  operate  as  a  prevention,  he  hoped  the  fcnti- 
ments  then  delivered  would  never  be  again  brought  forward. 

TJie  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  thought  that  the  propofition 
of  the  right'  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  was  one  which 
dcferved  very  mature  confideration,  and  he  fnuft  differ  from  the 
laft  honourable  gentleman^  by  obferving,  that  it  was  one  which  cer- 
tainly derived  countenance  from  the  law  of  England.  By  the  an- 
tient  law,  madnefs  in  certain  cafes  was  not  allowed  to  be  an  exemp- 
tion from  punifhment.  The  life  of  the  King  was  coniidered  to  be 
of  fuch  importance  as  to  Hand  in  need  of  every  kind  of  fafcguard. 
Lord  Coke  dated  an  attempt  of  this  nature  as  ah  exemption  from 
the  general  rule,  that  madnefs  was  not  punifhable ;  and  Lord 
Hale  iikevife  ftated  this  to  be  a  fafe  and  a  wife  exception.  It  was 
not  poflible  in  all  cafes  to  difcover  whether  the  madi^cfs  was  real 
or  feigned  \  and  therefore  the  antient  law  was,  that  killing  the  King 
was  treafonj  from  whatever  quarter  it  proceeded.  In  cafe  of  a 
man^s  being  capable  of  being  influenced  by  the  fear  of  punifliment^ 
he  queflioned  whether  the  plea  of  madnefs,  with  regard  to  any 
crime,  could  be  admitted  ;  and  it  was  doubtful  whether  there  were 
many  perfons  fo  mad  as  not  to  be  capable  of  being  influenced  by 
fuch  a  feat. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid  that  the  learned  gentleman  laboured,  he 
apprehended^  under  fome  miftake  as  to  the  dodirine  of  Lord  Coke. 
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Madnefs  certainly  was  not  admitted,  by  the  law  of  England,  as  a 
pka  againft  an  indi£lment  ;  but  he  would  aflfert,  that  there  never 
was  a  time  when  it  was  not  permitted  to  be  urged  in  evidence  for  ex- 
culpation* He  would  not  now,  however,  go  at  length  into  the 
fubje6t.  He  conceived  that  it  was  of  too  great  importance  to  be  diC- 
cufled  in  the  prefent  (late  of  the  Houfe.  He  would  therefore  mova 
I  **  that  the  Houfe  be  now  counted." 

The  motion  being  complied  with,  and  it  appearing  that  there 
were  onl]^  1 6  members  prefent,  the  Houfe  was  adjourned, 

Monday y  July  14. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Executor/' 
Devife  bill, 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  propofcd  a  claufe,  that 
the  wills  of  teiUtors  Ihould  Aand  good,  if  made  within  twelve  ca- 
lendar months  previous  to  the  pafling  of  this  zSt^  liotwithflanding 
any  of  chcprovifions  of  this  a6t. 

On  the  queftion  *^  that  this  bill  be  now  read  a  third  time," 

Mr.  BURTON  objefied  to  it  on  the  grounds  of  public  and  pri- 
vate  expediency.  He  faw  no  neceflity  for  the  bill — no  real  exifting 
grievance  which  required  it.  Excepting  one  late  inftance;  he  knew 
of  none  ttithin  the  laft  half  century  that  could  call  for  fuch  a  mea« 
furc  ;  and  if  there  was,  this  bill  held  out  no  remedy  to  fuch  go^v* 
ances,  whilft  it  would  introduce  others  far  greater  than  the  only 
fingl^  inconvenience  which  this  bill  was  intended  to  remove.  The 
bill  propofed  to  prevent  perpetuities  ;  but  to  him  it  appeared  to  do 
no  fuch  thing,  as  perpetuities  to  a  certain  extent  were  allowed  by  the 
bill.  The  law  allowed  a  man  to  entail  both  his  real  and  perfonal 
property  to  any  number  of  lives  in  fee  for  21  years,  and  this  was 
allowed  to  the  fame  extent  by  this  bill.  Neither  did  tha  bill  ap- 
pear calculated  to  encourage  the  circulation  of  property,  nor  would 
its  proviiions  accomplish  that  purpofe.  Accumulation  of  property 
would  not  prevent  circulation.  Money  in  fuch  cafes  would  not  be 
locked  up  in  a  cheft,  but  would  go  into  circulation,  as  much  as  if 
it  was  kept  in  the  pocket  of  the  original  owner.  The  fum  accumu- 
lated on  an  eftate  would  be  every  year  Uid  out  in  the  funds  \  (o  that 
the  money  would  be  circulated  in  that  cafe  as  JFar  as  the  public  inte* 
reft  was  concerned,  as  much  as  if  it  jvcre  fpent  by  the  original  owner. 
The  only  grievance  pretended  to  be  remedied  by^thfs  bill,  namely^ 
the  accumulation  of  property  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  dangerous  to 
the  State,  was  very  improbable  to  happen.  The  prefent  law  had 
exifted  long,  and  yet  no  man  had  direded  any  accumulation  which 
Ihrpaiened  to  be  of  the  leaft  datng^r  to  the  State^  except  in  one  re- 
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cent  and'folttarf  itiftanefc.     Why'had  it  happened  that  thia  danger 
had  not  occurred  before  ?  Becaufe  \t  was  contrary  to  the  coorfe  of 
human  eventS'^contrary  to  the  common  feelings  of  human  nature— 
that  a  pcrfon  poflcffcd  of  vaft  pni^erty  Ibould  deprive  hit  childtvn 
or  relatives  of  any  benefit  from  iu     It  would  be  half  a  century  be- 
fore it  could  be  knowii  whether  any  inconvenience  was  likely  Co 
arife.     Surely  then  there  was  time  enough  lo  conlider  of  leading 
fuch  a  law*     Mr.  Burton  faid»  that  it  was  fu>t  an  advantageous 
thing  to  the  public  thai  perfbns  (hould  be  difcouragcd  or  prevented 
from  accumulating  a  large  fortune :  it  wasof  importarK:e  that  feme 
men  fhould  enjoy  a  large  property  ;  particularly  in  times  of  public 
tKigency,  they  were  wanted  for  advancing  loans,  &c»     The  bill 
before  the  Houfe  had  a  tendency  to  diminifh  the  attachment  of  the 
{x^ople  to  the  conflitotion,  if  they  were  rcftridcd  as  to  the  diftribu- 
tlon  of  their  property.     Thl^ill  waR  alfo  prejudicial  to  private  in- 
dividuals.    In  iomc  cafes  the  accumulation  of  property  might  be 
rcquifite  in  the  view  of  ere£ling  a  family  maniion  ;  of  embanking 
of  land  from  the  fea  or  the  river  ;  dniining  ;  or  for  paying  fines  on 
the  renewal  of  lives.     Proprietors  of  Weft  India  eftates  might  pro- 
perly allot  a  certain  part  of  the  property  of  their  eftates  with  a  victr 
of  laying  out  their  money  in  the  funds,  in  order  to  purchafe  a  mort 
fecuro  eftate  in  this  country.     The  proprietors  of  mines  might  aUo 
be  induced  to  accumulate,  from  the  precarious  nature  of  their  pro* 
pcrty.     He  muft  urge  his  ohjedions  alfo  in  the  cafe  of  meritorioua 
officers,  &c.  advanced  to  peerages,  who  might  fitly  accumulate  ^ith 
a  view  of  fupporting  the  dignity  of  their  peerage  in  the  perfons  of 
their  poflerity,  after  their  penlions  were  at  an  end.     Should  it  te 
the  wifh  of  the  Houfe  for  the  bill  to  pafs,  he  would  propofe  to  fub« 
mit  a  claufe  in  the  bill  prohibiting  the  accumulation  above  tn'Cfi^* 
one  years,  zmd  fubOituting  the  words  **  till  the  income  tax  upon 
accumulation  (hall  amount  to  a  certain  fum,  then  the  accumulatioci 
iball  ceafe  \'  and  he  (huuld  propofe  at  any  rate  that  this  be  made  ^ 
temporary  law. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  lamented  that  the  honoor- 
aMe  Member  ihould  delay  his  oppcyfition  to  the  principle  of  the  bill 
till  the  third  reading.  He  (hould  obje6t  to  a  bill  whkh  was 
meant  a^  a  material  alteration  in  the  exiOlng  law,  being  temporary* 
This  bill  was  calculated  to  pre>*jnt  a  variety  of  mifehiefs.  It  had 
RO  intention  of  aHcring  the  law  with  refpedt  to  the  alienation  of  pro- 
pert)',  or  reftriflion  in  the  difpofal  of  eftatcs  ;  but  it  was  meant  to 
prevent  a  mifchief  which  had  already  taken  place,  and  twt  merely  inr 
a  foliiary  inftance  ;  for  he  was  well  informed,  that  that  had  beat 
folloK^d  by  inllru£li<»w  which  had  been  gtv^n  to  many  caavcg^ 
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anccrs  to  follow  that  example.  After  ftating  the  law  as  it  now 
fiood,  and  expatiating  on  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Thelluflbn's  will,  and  the 
deciiion  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  upon  chat  occafion,  the  Mailer  of 
the  Rolls  argued^  that  fuch  a  bill  as  the  prefent  was  wanting  to  pre* 
vent  finnilar  cafes  arifing.  The  prefent  bill  made  ample  provifon 
for  every  proper  degree  of  accumulation  ;  and  he  was  afraid  ierioui 
mifchief  would  cnfue,  if  this,  bill  were  fufTered  to  ftand  over  to  ncsC 
feffion  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  SIMEON  remarked,  that,  had  the  late  cafe  alluded  to  oc- 
curred earliery  the  State  woi^ld  have  made  a  law  to  prevent  it.  This 
i^ill  was  analagous  to  the  ftatute  of  mortmain,  which  was  intendedt 
to  prevent  property  from  being  taken  out  of  circulation.     He  was- 
therefore  a  friend  to  the  bill. 

After  a  few  words  from  Colonel  EtFORD,  the  Houfc  divided  ; 
for  the  third  reading,  50  ;  againft  it,  3.     Majority,  47. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  moved  on  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  Poor  Relief  bill  for  the  metropolis. 

Mr.  MAIl^WARING  complained  of  the  mifrcprefcntatlon 
which  had  gone  forth  refpeding  it  ;  but  as  be  underftood  that  vari- 
ous  petitions  with  numerous  (ignatures  were  intended  againft  the  bill, 
he  did  not  wiih  it  to  be  farther  urged  ;  and  fhould  therefore  move 
the  fecond  reding  of  the  bill  to  be  poftponed  to  that  day  three 
months.  » 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferyed,  that  the  nature  and  objefl  of 
this  bill  had  been  much  mifunderftood  ;  and  though  ho  would  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion,  yet  he  wiflied  to  have 
it  underflood  that  he  thought  there  was  great  npflfreprefentation  on 
the  part  of  the  petitioners  as  to  the  nature  of  the  meafure.  But 
when  he  found  the  mod  ncceffitous  pariflies,  for  whofe  benefit  the 
bill  was  intended,  difclaiming  their  want  of  relief,  he  muft  hope  rh<K 
they  were  aflured  upon  good  grounds  that,  without  the  propofed  ex- 
traordinary intervention  of  the  Legtflature  on  t^ieir  behalf,  they 
were  poiibfled  of  the  rheans  and  inclination  of  providing  relief  for 
thofe  perfons.  Though  he  agreed  that  the  bill  be  withdraw  n,  yet 
it  was  not  from  any  convid^ion  of  the  impropriety  of  the  meafure. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  BROWNE  alfo  declared,  that  the  more  he 
had  heard,  the  more  he  was  fatisfied  of  the  propriety  of  the  mea« 
Aire  ;  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  refumed,  and  well  conlidcred 
in  another  fcflfion. 

Mr.  JONES  and  Mr.  SIMEON,  who  had  petitions  to  prefent 
againfl:  the  billf  alio  faid  a  few  words  ;  after  which  the  motion 
paflcd,  that  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  this  ^^y  three  months.*— 
The  bin  was  thereby  loft  for  this  difion. 
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Tuefdayy  July  15. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  aoquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a  mef* 
lage  from  His  Majefty  to  this  Houfe,  ligned  by  His  MajcAy  ;  and 
he  prefentcd  the  fame,  which  was  read  as  follows,  viz. 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majefty  thinks  it  proper  to  lay  before  this  Houfe^  the  copy  of  a 
treaty f  which  has  heenpgned  at  Vienna^  tetween  His  Majefty  s  Mini^ 
Jler  to  that  Courts  and  the  Minifier  plenipotentiary  of  the  Emperor  cf 
Germany^  duly  authorifed  for  that  purpofe* 

His  Majefy  has  directed  the  ratification  of  this  treaty  to  be  imme^ 
diately  prepared,  and  tranfmitted  to  Vienna^  to  he  exchanged  in  due 
form  with  that  of  the  Emperor  :  but,  on  account  of  the  prefent  advanced 
period  of  the  year.  His  Majejiy  has  thought  it  left  not  to  delay  communis 
eating  to  Parliament  the  engagements  thus  entered  into  ;  and  he  recant* 
mends  it  to  this  Houfe  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  neccffary  in 
aider  to  enable  His  Mfijejly  to  fulfil  them. 

His  Majejiy  doubts  not  that  he  ftjallfee,  in  the  conduct  of  Parlta^ 
mentf  in  this  conjun^ure,  an  additional  example  of  that  good  faith  ^  firm- 
nefsf  and  determination,  which  have  uniformly  aSluated  the  Councils 
efthis  country  ;  and  he  is  perjuaded,  that  his  Parliament  will  concur 
•  with  him  in  thinking,  that,  by  fumifhing  the  means  far  profecuting  the 
war  with  "vigour,  they  be^  promote  the  attainment  of  peace,  on  ground^ 
eonfijient  with  thefecurity  and  honour  of  this  country^  and  with  thefafety 
and  independence  of  Europe*  G,  R, 

Lord  GRENVILLE  then  mored,  that  His  Majefty 's  meflage 
be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow,  and  that  their  Lordihips  be 
fummoned  upon  the  occafion  ;  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

His  Lordfhip  then  prefentcd  a  copy  of  the  convention  between 
His  Britannic  Majefty  and  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  the  Ro- 
mans, dated  at  Vienna,  June  20,  1800,  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.     This  ftate  paper  was  as  follows  : 

Convention  between  His  Majefy  and  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans. 

•*  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  King  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia,  and  His  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  have 
judged  that  it  was  conformable  to  the  intereft  of  their  Crowns,  and 
to  the  good  of  the  common  caufe,  to  concert  with  each  other  on  the 
beft  manner  of  giving  eSe&  to  the  union  of  their  efforts  againft  the 
-^mmon  enemy  in  the  prefent  campaign.     In  confequencc  of  wbicb 
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the  Baron  Dc  Thogut,  Grand  Crofs  of  the  Order  of  St  Sfephcn, 
His  Imperial  Majc%'s  Minifter  of  Conferences,  and  Commiflarjr 
Geiieral  and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  in  his  provinces  of  Italji 
Mriay  and  Dalmatta,  Sec.  and  the  right  honourable  Gilbert  Lord 
Mtnto,  Peer  of  Greac  Britain,  one  of  His  Britannic  Majefty's  moft 
honourable  Privy  Council,  and  his  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Mi- 
nifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  Vienna,  being  fumlfhed  ort 
the  part  of  their  aforefaid  Innperial  and  Britannic  Majcfties  with 
the*  powers  rcquifitc  for  difcuflfing  and  arranging  this  important 
objeA  ;  the  (aid  Plenipotentiaries,  after  having  rcfpedively  ex- 
changed their  full  .powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles  : 

*•  Article  I.  In  order  to  relieve  the  prefling  neceffitics  of  the 
finances  of  His  Imperial  Majefty  under  the  enormous  expences  al- 
ready incorred/and  which  remain  to  be  incurred  during  the  prefent 
campaign.  His'  Britannic  Majefty  fhall  advance  to  his  above-men- 
tioned Imperial  Majefly,  by  way  of.loan,  the  fum  of  2,opo,opbl« 
fterling.  This  fum  (hall  be  divided  into  three  parts,  and  paid  at 
three  different  periods,  preferably  in  fpecie :  fo  that  the  (irft  third  of 
^66,66^1.  1 3s^  4d.  (hall  be  paid  in  the  firft  days  of  the  month  of 
July,  the  fecond  third  of  the  like  fum  in  the  firll  days  of  Septcm- 
betf  and  the  remaining  third  in  the  firi^  days  of  the  month  of  De- 
cember* 

^'  Article  II.  During  the  whole  continuatKe  of  the  war,  and 
during  the  lix  rhonths  which  (hall  follow  the  conclufion  of  a  peace 
between  Auftria'^and  France,  His  Imperial  Majefty  (hall  not  be 
bound  to  pay  any  intereft  upon  the  fum  of  two  millions  advanced,  a» 
ftipulated  in  the  preceding  article,  Great  Britain  confenting  to  take 
this  charge  upon  her  own  account  until  the  period  above-mentioned. 
But  on  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  fix  months  after  the  conclufton 
of  peace.  His  Imperial  Majefty  (hall  pay  for  the  fiiture  to  the  Britifb 
Government,  or  to  the  individuals  who  (hall  be  pointed  out  by  the 
Britifh  Government,  an  annual  rent  or  annual  rents,  making  alto- 
gether the  amount  of  the  interefts  of  the  two  millions  advanced, 
which  intereft  (hall  be  calculated  at  the  fame  rate  as  the  interefls  of 
the  loan  made  on  account  of  the  Briti(h  Government' in  the  prefent 
year.  His  Imperial  Majefty  (hall  moreover  pay  annually  to  the  Bri- 
ti(h  Government  the  fum  .of  2o,oool.  fterling,  at  two  periods,  that 
is  -to  fay,  i  o,ooo1.  every  fix  months,  which  (um  (hall  be  employed 
in  the  fuccefTive  purchafe  and  redu6lion  of  the  principal  of  the  two 
millions,  according  to  the  method  adopted  by  the  Britifh  Govern* 
ment  in  its  own  loans. 

**  Article  III.  Their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Msyefties  mutu- 
ally promife  esUrh  other  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  the  Fteifch  Re» 
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public  during  the  prefenC  campaign  with  zVl  poffiblc^ngoiir,  and  .to 
employ  in  it  all  their  refpedive  means  by  land  and  fiea,  cooccrth^ 
together,  as  occafion  (hall  require,  on  the  moft  advantageous  maa* 
ner  of  reciprocally  employing  their  forces  by  land  and  fea  to  the  fup- 
port  of  their  operations  againfi  the  common  enemy.  His  Imperial 
Majefty  (hall  be  careful  to  complete  his  armies  of  Germany  and 
of  Italy  in  proportion  to  the  lolTcs  which  they  have  fuftained,  in 
order  always,  as  far  as  poiTible,  to  z&  againft  the  comnxui  enemy 
wi^  the  fame  number  of  efiedive  men,  conformably  to  the  ftate* 
mcnts  which  His  Imperial  Maje(fy  caufed  to  be  confidential! j 
communicated  to  the  6riti(h  Government  on  the  opening  of  the 
campaign. 

'  **  Article  IV.  The  Bavarian  troops,  thofe  of  Wurtembeig,  and 
the  Swifs  regiments  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  (hall  be  at  the  dlf- 
pofition  of  His  Imperial  Maje(ty,  to  form  a  part  of  his  army  in 
Germany,  and  to  be  employed  there  in  operations  againf}  the  cnc* 
my,  in  conformity  to  the  conventions  and  capitulations  concluded 
on  this  fubjedi  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  His  Britannic  Ma* 
jefly  (hall  take  the  nece(rary  meafures  for  the  further  reinforcement 
of  the  army  of  His  Imperial  Majeity  in  Germany,  by  as  great  a 
number  as  po(rible  of  German  and  Swifs  troops. 

**  Article  V.  Their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majefties  engage, 
during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  prefent  conventi(»i,  not  to  make 
a  feparate  peace  with  the  French  Republic,  without  the  previous 
and  exprcfs  cunfcnt  of  each  other.  They  engage  Ukewife  not  to 
treat  with  the  enemy,  nor  to  receive  from  him  any  overtures,  either 
for  a  private  peace,  or  for  a  general  pacification,  without  making, 
mutually,  communications  of  them  with  openncfs,  and  ading  in 
every  rcfpcd  ih  perfeft  concert. 

"  Article  VI.  The  duration  of  the  prefent  convention  is  fixed 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  to  be  computed  from  the  i(t  March 
1800,  until  the  end  of  February  1801.  From  the  month  of 
December,  and  immediately  after  the  acquittal  of  the  laft  payment 
of  the  Hipulated  advances,  the  two  high  contrading  parties  (hall 
enter  into  deliberation  and  confidential  explanation  upon  the  deter- 
minations that  they  may  think  neceffary  to  adopt  for  the  future, 
according  to  circumAances,  and  their  mutual  convenierKre. 

**  Article  VII.  The  prefent  convention  (hall  be  ratified  in  due 
form  by  their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majefties ;  and  the  refpe£live 
ratifications  (hall  be  exchanged  it  Vienna  in  the  fpace  of  tix  weeks, 
or  fooncr  if  polTible. 

**  In  witncfs  whereof,  we,  the underfigned,  furni(hed  With  the 
full  powers  of  their  I  mperial  and  Britannic  Majefiies,  have  in  their 
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names  ligned   the  prefcnt  convention,  aiid  have  afjixed  thereunto 
the  feal  of  our  arms. 

"  Done  at  Vienna  the  aoth  of  June,  in  the  year  xSoo. 
(L.  S.)  "  LE  BARON  DE  THUGUT. 

(L.S.)  '  ^•MINTO." 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuifdaj,  July  I  J. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  delivered,  a  nieflage  from  His  Majefif^ 
vhich  was  read  — [See  it  in  page  376.] 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved  that  His  Majefty's  meflage  be  re* 
fcrred  to  a  Committee  of  Supply.  He  then  brought  up  the  treaty 
figned  at  Vienna  on  the  20th  of  June  iSoo,  between  His  Britannic 
Majefty  and  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  rable»  to  be  perufed  by  all  the  members— •[See  i(  in  pagP. 

376  etfeq.']  ' 

Mr.  ROSE  moved  that  the  Houle  do  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com* 
mittecy  to  confider  of  the  propriety  of  preventing  the  exportation  of 
rice. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  icfelf  into  a  Committee  for  that, 
purpofe, 

Mr.  Rose  faid,  there  was  now  a  bounty  upon  the  importatioa. 
of  rice  ;  but  of  late  feveral  perfons  had  made  entries  of  rice  at  the 
Cuftom-houfe  for  exportation.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  prevent  the  exportation  as  long  as  the  bounty  upon  the 
importation  laded  ;  and  he  concluded  with  moving  a  refolution  to 
that  efTpdty  which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Houfe  being  refumed,  the 
report  was  brought  up,  and  read  a  firft  and  fecond  time. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  cor-  - 
lideratign  one  of  the  articles  tranfmitted  from  the  Lords  refpeding 
general  inclofure$. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  after  commenting  upon  the  propriety  of  di- 
minifhing  as  much  as  poflible  the  expence  attending  inclofure  bills, 
moved,  that  the  Chairman  be  direded  to  move  the  Houfe  fur  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  confolidating  into  one  adl  feveral  provifioni 
ufually  inferted  in  inclofure  bills. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed  accordingly,  ^e  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  faid  bill* 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  bill  fi)f 
the  better  regulating  the  trade  and  bufinefs  of  pawnbroking : 

3C  a 
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Mr.  FERCIVAL  obferved,  4mt  there  were,  ^  he  andcrfioodj 
pvticular  rqgalations  with  regard  to  articles  pawned  that  were  above 
the  value  of  lol.  DireAioro  ,werp  gjiven  for  the  fale  of  thcfe 
articles  in  a  pardcular  way»  and  the  law  provided  for  the  mode  of  re- 
turnii^  the  furplus  to  the  original  owner  of  the  goods.  He  bad  been 
infonned,  he  knew  not  how  truly,  that  there  never  had  occurred  a 
lingle  inflnnce,  fince  the  paffii^  of  the  z&,  in  which  the  article  Ibid 
as  an  unredeemed  pledge  had  produced  any  furplus  whatever  to 
die  perfon  pawning  the  article.  That  could  hardly  be  fo»  if  the 
tranla6lions  of  the  (ales  were  fair  ;  but  he  was  informed,  and  he 
fufpcAed,  that  there  might  be  an  undcrftanding  between  the  pawn- 
broker and  the  au£doneer  in  thcfe  cafes,  that  the  fale  was  fii 
managed  that  nothing  (hogld  come  back  to  the  perfon  pawning  the 
goods,  however  much  they  mig^t  furpafs  in  value  the  fum  lent  upon 
diem.  He  trufted,  if  there  was  any  thii^  in  this  fuggeftion,  that 
Parliament  would  confidcr  of  it.  Whether  the  remedy  (hould  be 
by  making  the  fale  more  public,  or  by  putting  the  pawnbroker  and 
aodioneer  to  their  oaths,  or  what  remedy  (hould  be  adopted^  he 
knew  not ;  but  he  was  in  hopes  that  in  the  courfe  of  next  feffion  of 
Parliament,  if  now  too  late  in  this,  fomething  might  be  done  in  this 
partt^ar. 

Mr,  WILBERFORCE  faid,  that  as  he  was  not  aware  that  diis 
order  flqod.fbr  to-day,  he  had  not  been  able  to  fatisfy  himfelf  asto 
fome  parts  of  the  biU»  nor  to  make  up  his  mind  as  to  what  alterations 
))e  migitt  think  neceffary  to  propofe  to  make  in  it.  He  thereibre 
wiihed  that  it  might  be. deferred  for  a  few  days.  The  Chairman 
was  therefore  defired  to  report  progrefs,  whiph  he  did,  and  afked 
leave  to  fit  again  on  Friday, 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

fFednefday^  July  1 6, 

JjOfA  GRENVILLE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  ipr  taking  the 
)Cing's  meflage  info  coniiderationi  and  fummoping  their  LordQiips 
{thereon ;  which  heipg  reaij,  he  obferved,  th^t  he  felt  it  unneoeflary 
to  trouble  their  Lordfliips  at  any  lefijgth  upon  th^  prefent  occasion. 
It  was  in  their  recoUedion,  that  at  an  early  period  cS  the  feffion, 
when  a  fubjedt  of  pecuniary  ^rnmg^epient  was  under  difcuffion,  the 
Houfe  expreflfed  its  decided  opinion,  that  a  vigorous  profecution  of 
fhe  war,  with  a  vipw  to  the  attainment  of  a  fafe  and  honourable 
j«ace,  Va»  a  «n»f«FP  ft>ttwJ«|  in  the  ynf^  afyl 
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vertible  policy.  He  onderftood,  that  no  circumflance  i;ihat&vpr 
had  occurred  fince,  which  ought  fairly,  or  rationally,  to  indui^  the 
Houfe  to  alter  that  opinion.  On  the  contrary,  the  events  which 
liad  fince  taken  place,  and  he  oomU  confidently  make  the  declara-" 
tion,  was  fuch  as  fhould  confirm  their  Lordfhips  in  this  fenriment. 
On  thefe  grounds  it  was  that  he  felt  it  unneceflary  to  trouble  the 
Houfe,  the  more  efpecially  knowing  thofe  whpm  he^addreiTed  to  be 
pcrfons  from.whofe  wifdom,  decifion,  firmnefs,  and  ptriotifm, 
4iMng  the  ^fent  arduous  conteft,  had  rcfulted  the  greateA  pofilbto 
benefits,  and  which  were  hourly  fdt  by  the  country.'  He  (hould 
deem  himfelf  a£Ung  improperly,  did  he  attempt  to  adduce  freHi  ar« 
guments  to  perfuade  their  Lordihips  to  adhere  to  thofe  opinions 
which  they  had  already  decidedly  expieflfed.  He  thought  it  the  beft 
proof  of  loyalty  to  the  Sovereign,  and  attention  to  the  true  intereds 
of  the  country,  at  once  to  expreis  their  determination,  '*  that  to 
profecute  the  w^r  with  eneigy  and  vigour,  was  the  furcd  means  of 
attaining  the  blefiing^  of  a  lafe  and.  hoiiourable  pacificatiun,  and  to 
eftablilh  the  fafety  and  independence  of  Europe  at  large."  Wichout 
-  farther  preface,  he  would  therefore  propofc  to  their  Lordfhips  to  agree 
to  an  addrefs  to  His  Ma^jefiy  on  the  occafion  of  his  moil  gracious 
oommunication  of  yeflerday.  His  Lord(hip  then  read  the  addrefs, 
which  faithfully  echoed  the  meffage;  and  being  read  from  the 
wooUack,  and  meeting  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  their  Lord- 
ihips, it  was  voted  nem.  dif. 

'  The  Lords  with  white  ftaves  were  then  ordered  to  wait  upon  the 
King,  in  order  to  learn  the  time  His  MajeAy  ^ould  pleafc  to  be 
attended  with  the  addrels. 
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fyidnefdi^y  July  lb. 

Mr.  Stirling  (deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex)  prcfented  to'the  Huufe,  purfuant  to  their  ordeis, 

Copy  of  the  procce(j[ings  of  thejufticrs  of  the  peace  fi>r  the 
county  of  Middlcfex,  up  'U  the  reprrfctiaticini-  m.icfe  to  them  by  the 
grand  and  traverfe  juries,  on  the  fubject  rt  thr  ftuc  ot  the -prison  in 
Cold  Bath  Fields,  and  the  condiric  n  and  trr  un.i  .u  of  the  {.riioners 
there,  lince  the  ift  day  of  Jahuaiy  1800,  incloting 

Copy  of  the  prcfcntment  of  the  gran<l  jury  of  rhe  counfy  of  Mi'l- 
tflefex,  at  the  general  fefll  ins  of  che  pc^c: ,  tujlden  tor  the  faid 
^ountyi  at  d&e  SdTiofis-lKMife  on  Clerkenweil  Urecn,  on  the  27  th 
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day  of  May  laft,  relative  tadie  flate  of  the  prifon  in  Cold  Bath 
Fields ;  and  alfo, 

Copy  of  the  rcprefentation  made  to  the  juftices  of  the  county  of 
Middlcfcx,  at  their  general  feflion  of  the  peace,  on  the  5th  day  of 
June  1800,  by  the  traverfe  jury. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  papers  do  lie  upon  the  table,  to  be  per- 
nfcd  by  the  mcoibers  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  the  bill  for  uniting  Gresit 
Britain  and  IreUnd  had  now  finally  paiTed,  it  would  be  proper  to 
think  of  taking  nrteafures  for  the  accommoifation  of  the  united  Pftr* 
liament.  The'  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons  was  evidently  too  fmall 
Co  contain  the  additional  number  of  members,  fmce  it  with  dtffi- 
culty  contained  thofe  who  had  now  a  right  to  iit  in  it.  He  therefore 
moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  confider  of  the  moft  ciU 
pedienr  mode  of  enlarging  its  dimenfions. 

The  motion  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to^  and  a  fele^  Committee 
appointed  Accordingly,  confining  of  Mr.  C^iancellor  Pitt,  Meflrs^ 
Dundas,  Windham,  Ryder,  Yorke,  Percival,  the  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls,  Lords  Belgrave,  Hawke(bury,  &c. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee to  confider  farther  of  ways  and  means  for  granting  a  fupply  to 
His  Majefty  ;   Mr.  J.  Smith  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  an  ad»>unt  of  the  produce 
of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1 800  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 
He-then  proceeded  to  Aate  in  the  Committee,  that  the  produce  of 
the  taxes  ending  (he  5th  July  1800  amounted  to  23,909,oooL. 
^hich,  owing  to  the  fame  dedu£Uons,  he  would  only  Rate  at 
33,74.3,0001.  The  quarter  ending  the  5th  of  July  la(}  increafcd. 
confidcrably ;  this  he  dated  at  9,765,0001*  Icaving^  the  fum  to  be 
levied  for  the  three  fucceeding  quarters  on  the  fame  proportion  at 
2  8,530,0001.  It  was  obvious  that  a  oonfiderable  incrcafe  of  re- 
venue would  arife  from  feveral  articles.  The  duty  artfing  firom  the 
article  of  malt,  which  had  been  fo  much  dimiRithed  this  year,  ow« 
ing  to  the  accidental  fcarcity  of  lail  year,  would  confiderably  in- 
crtafe,  as  there  was  no  one  article  on  which  the  profpedl  of  the  year 
was  more  improved  than  that  of  barley.  He  faid,  after  confultii^ 
with  the  moil  converfanton  this  fubjed\,  he  conlidered  5oOyOOoU 
addition  on  this  article  to  be  a  moderate  eftimate.  Another  con- 
Cderable  addition  would  arife  from  the  duty  on  Scotch Xpirits,  which 
he  dated  at  450,0001.  Other  fums  would  arife  from  the  re-pay- 
ments' of  the  loan  to  the  merchants  of  Grenada  and  St.  Vincent, 
which  he  flated  at  40,000!.  There  were  other  fums  which  would 
become  payable  between  the  5th  of  July  x  800  and  the  6th  of  April 
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1801,  '  With  refped  to  the  confoli^atcd  fund,  and  the  mortgages 
upon  it,  there  would  be  the  fum  of  218,000!.  adlual  payments  re* 
oiaining  due  and  to  be  made  good  from  the  vote  for  1 7  99.  TherQ 
were  alfo  735, oool.  arrears  from  the  land-tax fince  this  tax  had  been 
dire^^d  to  be  carried  to  the  confolidated  fund,  befides  the  intereft  of 
iSyOooK  After  ftating  the  dedudions  and  charges,  the  amount  of 
the  Imperial  loan,  &c.  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  move,  *'  That  the 
fum  of  2,500,0001.  be  granted  towards  the  fupply  to  His  Majefiy 
out  of  the  monies  which  (bould  arife  from  the  furplus  of  the  conColit* 
dated  fund."   , 

Mr.  TIEKNEY  wi(hcd  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
calculated  according  to  the  whole  year,  rather  than  accorditig  to  the 
rate  for  three  quarters  ^  and  declared  he  faw  no  fuiHcient  induce- 
ment for  altering  the  old  mode  of  making  up  the  eftimate  for  the 
year.        * 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  after  noticing  the  two  ways  of  making 
up  the  account,  obferved,  that  when  one  of  the  quarters  was  ex- 
pired, it  was  mod  accurate  to  date  the  fad  as  it  was,  and  to  take 
the  eftimate  from  that  quarter  to  the  time  to  confie.;  it  was  fair  to 
compute  the  growing'produce  of  taxes  for  the  three  enfuing  quarters 
from  the  lad  preceding  one.  He  had  taken  into  the  account  no  in- 
creafe  of  revenue  but  what  had  actually  taken  place  ;  and  from  the 
regulations  adopted,  he  expeAed  an  augmentation  of  the  income  tax 
to  the  fum  originally  calculated,  of  fevcn  millions. 

The  vote  of  2,500,0001.  was  then  agreed  co,  and  the  report  or- 
dered to  be;  received  to-morrow. 

Sir  P.  B.  JONES  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he  fliould  make 
a  motion  relative  to  the  prifon  in  Cold  Bath  Fields. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  papers  prefented  by  Mr.  Stirling 
ihould  be  printed. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  afked  Sir  F*  B.  Jones,  what  was  the 
purport  of  his  intended  motion  i 

Sir  F.  B.  JONES  faid,  it  was,  that  the  foreman  of  the  travcrfe 
jury  fliould  be  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  Ihted,  that  when  the  produ£iron  of  the  notes 
of  the  traverfe  jury  had  been  defired  by  his  honourable  friend,  it 
had  b^n  obferved,  that  thofe  who  were  called  the  traverfe  jury 
were,  at  the  time  they  prefented  the  papers,  not  fo  in  point  of  fa£t ; 
they  had  been  difcharged :  it  had  been  urged,  that  they  were  only 
fo  many  curious  individuals  who  had  vifited  the  prifon.  It  was  iii 
confequence  of  underftanding  that  the  paper  could  not  be  got  at  by 
any  motion,  that  his  honourable  friend  wi(hed  to  examine  the  fore*- 
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man  of  tfie  jury  af  the  bar  of  Ae  HbuTe.-    He  cmfted  diere  woidxi 
be  no  objedion  to  his  being  produted  and  examined. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  not  been  pfdcnt  when  the 
difcuffion  took^  place  on  a  former  evcningt  and  ohlj  knew  what  had 
pafled  from  a  curfory  report  of  it.  It  was  Impbflible  ibr  the  ^oofe  to 
agree  to  the  production  of  the  paper  dluded  to ;  for  the  only  grouod 
ftated  as  a  reafon  for  laying  it  before  the  Houfe  was,  that  thofe  gen- 
tlemen who  had  compofed  the  traverfe  jurf  had,  after  they  had  been 
difcharged,  and  of  courfe  when  they  had  ceafed  to  be  invefted  with 
any  official  charaAeri  fent  to  the  forenian  of  another  traverse  jury 
tfie  notes  of  what  they  had  ftated  to  the  juftices  in  fefliona ;  diis  was 
not  fuch  an  official  document  as  could  be  the  fubjc£t  of  a  nfotioo. 
It  was  certainly  the  province  o^ grand  juries  to  prefent  all  nuifsmoes 
and  offences  agatnft  the  law,  as  an  inqueft  of  office ;  but  the  traverie 
jury  had  no  power  to  prcfciu  offences ;  ihcy  were  only  fummoned  to 
try  them  when  at  ifTue.  The  Houfe  would  therefore  paufe  l>efbre  it 
fandioned  fuch  an  innovadonof  the  province  of  jaries,  by  adopting 
a  motion  for  the  produdion  of  a  paper  of  die  defcriptton  wUch  had 
been  mentioned.  However,  if  there  really  eidfled  any  abufes  tn  tte 
prifon  of  the  Cold  Bath  Fields,  afieding  the  liberdes  of  the  fubjcA, 
he  would  not  objed  to  any  mode  of  redreffing  them,  even  though  in 
'  fome  meafure  infomial :  but  there  was  anodier  coi^fideration  to  be 
attended  to ;  which  was,  whether  the  laws  were  fo  inadequate  to 
redrefs  an  abufe  of  this  nature  as  to  render  an  application  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  necelfaiy }  Upoir  any  fiatement,  that  the  ex- 
iting laws  were  not  of  fufflcient  force,  or  upon  a  fuggeftion  that  this 
prifon  did  not  come  within  the  ordinary  rules,  it  might  perhaps  be 
rcquiiite  for  Parliament  to  interfere.  Whether  any  fuch  reafons 
had  been  alleged,  he  knew  not ;  but  unleis  the  cafe  was  fo,  no  c!r- 
cumdances  of  abufe  or  hardfhip  would  juftify  the  interference  of  the 
Houfe.  He  thought  it  necefiary  to  by  thus  much  with  regard  to 
the  produdlion  of  the  paper,  at  the  fame  time  deiiring  it  might  not 
be  underilood  that  he  fhould  agree  to  any  motion  for  examining 
evidences  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  denied  that  the  traverfe  jury  had  no  right  to 
prefent  fuch  an  abufe  as  the  one  which  was  the  fubjcA  of  the  pre- 
fcntations  to  the  juftices.  He  admitted  that  ordinary  courts  had  a 
jurifdiftion  over  prifons,  and  that  the  parties* aggrieved  might  go  to 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench ;  bat  the  truth  was,  they  had  no  means 
of  doiiig  (o,  and  were  too  much  indmidated  by  their  jailors  to  dare  to 
apply.  He  thought,  after  what  had  tranfpired,  it  was  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  take  the  fubjedt  under  its  conGderation. 
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'  The  SPEAKER  fnterrupted  this  converfation  as  iiregular.  An 
honourable  member  bad  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  an  inquiry,  in 
order  that  evi(tence  might  be  examined.  Any  previous  difcuflion 
relative  to  that  inquiry  was  unneceifary/  The  only  way  in  which 
the  fubjeA  cduld  at  prefent  be  entertained  was^  i(  the  Houfe  really- 
wiOied  to  enter  into  it,  for  fome  gentleman  to  move  for  the  prodoo- 
tion  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  was  proceeding  to  contradift  the  hAu 
trtiicl^  had  been  ftated  ;   when 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  the  fa6ls  ought  not  to  be 
entered  into  till  to-morrow>  unlefs  a  motion  was  made  for  t|ie  pro* 
dudtifNi  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid»  he  (hould  move  for  the  paper.  The 
miferable  wretches  confined  in  this  prifon,  he  obferved,  had  it  no( 
in  their  power  to  apply  to  courts  of  juftice  for  rcdrefs.  It  was  ft' 
prifon  eftablifhed  by  Parliament ;  the  provifions  ena£ted  for  its  re* 
gulation  had  been  Violated.;  the  fuperintendance  provided  by  Par- 
liament had  not  been  z&cd  upon ;  it  was  therefore  the  duty  of  Par- 
liament to  interfere.  The  Court  of  King^s  Bench  could  not  grant 
relief.  It  could  hot  fay,  that  a  perfon  who  had  been  guilty  of  no 
offence  (hould  not  be  confined  in  a  nx)m  fix  feet  fquare,  and  fed 
upon  bread  and  water,  becaufe  the  Legidature  had  faid  he  (hould«r 
The  evil  admitted  only  of  a  legiflative  remedy.  It  had  been  iaid^ 
the  traverfe  jury  had  no  right  to  make  any  prefentation  ;  he  con* 
tended,  they  poiTeflfed  an  equal  right  with  the  grand  jury,  with  the 
leave  of  the  magiftrates.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  obtain 
and  zSt  upon  the  opinion  of  the  former  traverfe  jury  ;  and  for  that 
purpofe  he  would  move,  *'  Th^t  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  ;i 
copy  of -any  communication  made  finoe  the  29  th  of  April  laft  by 
any  traverfe  jury  to  the  jtiftices  in  feflions  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  refpe^ing  the  prifon  ih  Cold  Bath  Fields." 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid,  that  in  all  the  charges  which  bad 
now  been  brought  forward  on  the  fubjedi  of  Cold  Bath  Fields, 
there  was  nothing  different  from  thofe  on  which  the  Houfe  had  de- 
cided laft  fefiion,  except  what  related  to  Maty  Rich  ;  and  it  was 
proved,  that  the  magifirates  had  inftituted  an  inquiry  into  that 
caie,  and  found  chat  it  was  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  had  l>ecn  re* 
pvefented. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  faid,  the  papers  moved  for  were  idle  in  the 
extreme^  being  only  opinions  of  private  perfons,  in  no  official  ca* 
pacity  whatever,  and  with  which  Parliament  had  no  concern.-  WA 
Was  (hen  proceeding  to  anfwer  the  arguments  adduced  for  an  ia* 
qfdfjp  when 
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Mr.  SPEAKER  informed  him,  that  he  was  irregular,  that  que- 
ftion  not  being  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  rhat  if  the  paper  which 
it  was  intended  to  procure  by  the  prefent  motion  had  any  exiftence 
undes^e  charader  afcribed  to  it,  it  would  have  been  already  re- 
turned in  confequence  of  the  order  for  laying  before  the  Hoofe  all 
the  reprefentations  made  to  the  juftices  refpeding  the  priibn  iince 
the  I  ft  of  January.  The  foreman  of  the  late  traverfe  jury  had  no 
right,  he  faid,  to  fend  that  paper  to  the  foreman  of  the  prefent 
^averfe  jury  ;  nor  had  the  latter  any  right  to  attend  to  it.  The 
grand  jury  were  fworn  to  piake  prefentments  ^  the  traverfe  jury  to 
tryfuccefs;  and  mifchievous  confequences  woutd  enfue  from  &tc 
one  encroaching  on  the  province  of  the  other.  Under  all  the  dr- 
cumdances  which  related  to  the  paper  in  queftion,  he  tlxafht 
there  were  (trong  grounds  to  fuppofe  it  contained  the  grofleft  ca- 
lufnnies. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  there  had  been  a  total  mifapprehen- 
fion  of  the  paper  alluded  to,  and  which  he  deemed  neceflary  for  the 
inquiry  ;  and  he  vindicated  the  traverfe  jury  from  the  charge  of 
being  capable  of  calumny  in  the  paper  alleged,  without  which  the 
Houfe  would  be  apt  to  bemifled.  The  grand  jury  had  made  a  pre* 
fentment,  amounting  to  a  charge  upon  the  magiftrates  for  not  doing 
their  duty  ;  a  jury  was  appointed;  that  jury  fay,  "  all  is  right;" 
and  thus  the  magiftrates  are  fcreened,  and  the  public  deceived.  He 
contended,  that  they  ought  to  be  in^  pofletTion  of  the  papers  of  the 
grand  and  petty  jury,  as  both  juries  were  duly  authorized  to  makt 
this  inquiry  into  the  (late  of  the  prifon.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Mainwaring)  was  fo  far  wide  of  a  correct  ftatement,  that 
he  even  midook  the  period  at  wjhich  the  fefTion  end^d,  dating  it  to 
be  on  the  31ft  of  May,  whereas. it  did  not  clofe  till  the  5th  of 
June,  and  his  notes  were  up  to  the  2d  of  June,  and  the  vifit  made 
-by  the  traverfe  jury  was  on  the  4th  of  June.  They  proceeded  to 
examine  from  certain  fufpicions,  and  took  the  prifon  by  a  fort  of 
furprire,  which  laid  open  to  them  a  fcene  of  the  greateft  mifery,  . 
oppreffion,  injuilice,  and  inhumanity,  that  the  mind  can  well  ima- 
gine. On  thi&occafion  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  would  afk,  whether  they 
did  wrong  in  fending  thofe  notes  to  the  next  traverfe  jury  P  The  cafe 
was  fo  ftrong,  that  he  could  not  fee  how  a  ftronger  cafe  could  be 
made  out ;  and  if  on  exainination  it  was  true,  there  could  not  be  a 
giofler  calumny. 

•  Mr.  (Jhancellor  PITT  faid,  the  feelings  of  every  perfon  muft 
revolt  at  the  unmerited  ill  treatment  of  any  unconvi^cd  perfon ; 
but  with  refpc£t  to  thofc  confined  for  crimes  and  mifcjomeanorsji  the 
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humanity  felt  for  them  oiight  to  be  Icept  under  fome  coritrouL  Cer* 
tainly  their  treatment  (hould  not   be  needlefsly  fcvere,   nor  too 

*  liberally  indulgent.  The  office  of  maglftratcs  and  their  fituation 
ought  well  to  be  confidered.  Their  fervices  were  voluntary,  and 
frequently  liable  to  be  invidioufly  condrued.     This  confideration 

'  ought  to  put  them  under  the  peculiar  protedtion  of 'the  Legiflature  : 
neither  fliould  too  hafty  credit  be  given  to  rumours  afTeding  their 
fcputationi  as  thereby  the  whole  dillributive  juftice  of  the  country 
might  be  unhinged.  No  extraordinary  evil  had  yet  been  made  out 
-  that  the  exiting  laws  were  inadequate  to  rcdrefs,  and  all  legiflativc 
interference  was  perfedly  unneceflary.  The  paper  moved  for  was 
unofficial,  .thot^h  made,  it  was  true,  by  perfons  who  had  beeit 
in  office,  but  whofe  duties  had  expired.  Such  a  loofc  document, 
therefore,  ought  not  to  be  fandioned  by  the  Houfe.  It  was  only  a 
memorandum  of  fuppofed  abufes  tendered  to  the  grand  jury,  which 
had  been  fufficiently  looked  into  and  reported  upon.  All  this 
feemcd,  perfedlly  regular  and  fatisfadlory.  Had  any  mifconduft  or 
^  ncgled  been  proved  againft  the  gaolers,  punUhment,  no  *doubt, 
would  have  taken  place.-  A  tribunal  certainly  exifted  to  which 
they  were  amenable,  without  any  neceffity  of  a  recourfe  to  Parlia- 
ment;  but  a  fubfequent  examination  of  the  ftate  of  the  priibn  on 
the  1 1  th  of  July  had  fully  corroborated  the  former  favourable  re- 
port ;  no  further  neccffity  of  inquiry  therefore  exifted.  The  only 
quedion  now  was,  whether,  under  all  thefe  circumihmces,  the 
papers  were  worth  calling  for  ?  but  he '  thought  they  were  not. 
There  was  no  calculating  the  mifchiefs  to  which  granting  inquiries^ 
upon  fuch  grounds  might  lead.  He  would  remind  the  Houfe  of 
the  proceedings  of  lad  year  ;  the  grounds  of  that  inquiry  were  po- 
litical.    Complaints  were  made,  that  certain  perfons  imprifoned  on 

*  charges  of  fedition  and  treafon  were  treated  with  injuftice  and  cru- 
elty, and  this  cafe  was  diftinguiflied  from  the  other  cafes  of  the  jail. 
The  refult  of  that  inquiry  was  fuch,  that  it  furnilhed  no  argument 
for  going  into  another  inquiry,  far  lefs  gave  ^  precedent  to  fandion 

*  what  was  fuggefted  to  be  made.     But  if,  on  the  review  of  all  the 
'  circumftances,  any  thing  could  prefent  itfelf  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 

Houfe,  either  by  way  of  regulation  or  improvement  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  prifon,  he  on  his  part  could  have  no  objeflion  to  its 
adoption. 

Sir  F.  B.  JONES  faid,  that  the  xafe  laft  year  was  not  a  parti- 
cular cafe  refped^ing  flate  prifoners,  but  a  general  and  grofs  abufe,  on 
'Which  the  Houfe  had  inftituted  an  inquiry.    His  intention  was  then^ 
as  it  now  was^  to  diredt  the  attention  and  cenfure  of  the  Houfe  tp 
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die  fefrent  tnftanoet  of  cruelty  and  oppreffion  which  imifccd  the 
conduft  of  thoTe  who  had  the  fuperintendance  of  the  prifon* 

Mn  TIERNEY  admitted  the  extreme  caution  that  ihould  be 
oGmI  in  receiving  complaints  againft  magiftrates ;  but  it  (hould  mt 
be  forgotten,  that  many  perfons  who  compofe  the  court  thatcontrouls 
and  regulates  this  prifon  have  falaries  from  Government.  Feeling 
then,  as  be  did>  for  them,  he  thought  that  the  honourable  mcmtxr 
bad  not  well  expreifed  himfelf  on  the  fubjefl  of  an  inquiry^  when  it 
was  expeded  from  him  that  he  would  have  been  anxious  for  die 
^<hara£ler  and  credit  of  his  brethren. in  challenging  inquiry;  in- 
stead of  which  he  difcovered,  from  the  firft  mention  of  the  bufine(s» 
a  difpoiition  to  fupprefs  all  further  inquiry  into  it ;  and  he  (Mr* 
Tiemey)  wifljed  that  the  worthy  magi(faate  would  fiate  his. 
opinion,  and  iiot  that  of  his  brother  magiftrates,  as  .there 
reafon  to  believe  thatthofe  gentlemen  would  ftaod^ashighiniiirure 
as  they  had  hitherto*  The  fads  already  proved  went  to-efiabliih 
this,  that  the  prifon  is  not  well  managed.  The  right  honourable 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated  the  grounds  of  inquiry  laft 
year  as  political,  but  faid,  that  if  a  cafe  ihould  now  be  made  out, 
the  Houfe  might  liften.  The  cafe  of  laft  year  was  full  of  i njuftice 
and  oppreffion,  and  fuch  as  would  be  found  highly  aggravated  in  tho 
^tement  of  this^  from  the  prcfentment  and  report  themfelves.  The 
Attorney  General  had  taken  an  exception  to  traverfe  juries,  as  uq* 
authorized  and  improper  perfons,  who  did  not  a6t  conftitutionally, 
and  who  had  given  in  a  falfe  report,  which  contained  a  ^grofe  ca- 
lumny. Whether  this  was  fo  or  not,  an  inquiry  would  prove.  Ho 
would  put,  he  faid,  traverfe  juries  afide,  and  would  reft  upon  the 
document  of  the  grand  jury.  That  document  ftated  the  treatment 
as  highly  improper,  fuch  as  perfons  before  convidion  being  kq>t  on 
bread  and  water ;  no  admiffion  of  their  friends ;  and  even  dieir 
beds,  fo  far  from  being  fit  for  winter,  were  not  fufficiently  warm 
for  fummer.  If  on  the  prefentation  of  a  cafe  from  a  fingie  indi- 
vidual (in  allufion  to  Colonel  Defpard)  laft  year  the  Houfe  thought 
fit  to  inftitutean  inquiry,  what  fhould  they  do  when  they  had  the 
prefentment  of  the  grand  jury  itfelf  ?  On  applying  to  courts  of 
juftice,  he  aflced,  what  muft  the  King's  Bench  fay  when  that 
rourt  fliould  hear  that  an  application  for  redrefs  was  made  to  tho 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  reje£led  i  He  declared  he  meant  no 
-imputation  on  the  chara6ters  of  individuals,  when  he  appealed  to 
God  for  the  ftrength  of  his  cafe,  which  was  full  of  injufttee,  em* 
city,  and  oppreffion,  and  fuch  as  calted  u^  the  feelingt  and  4to 
liumanity  of  the  Houfe* 
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The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  denied  that  he  charged  the 
traverfe  jury  with  falfehood ;  he  only  fajd  they  exceeded  their 
powers,  a^  they  conftitutionally  could  oot  take  on  them  the  oiEce 
of  a  grand  jury,  their  provinoes  being  diffinA. 

Mr.  PERCIVAL  faid,  that  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Tierney}  might  have  been  delivered  to-morrow,  when 
it  wodld  be  in  its  place,  but  had  no  reference  to  the  produAion  of 
the  paper,  the  objeA  of  the  motion;  and  he  had  that  reliance  on  his 
candour,  that  if  he  aiked  him  whether  a  word  in  his  fpeech  was  to 
the  purpofe,  he  would  confefs  it  was  not.  As  to  the  condufl  of 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  he  would  not  take  on  him  to  fay  what 
it  would  be ;  but  he  believed  that  it  would  'never  proceed  fo  illogt- 
cally  as. to  fay,  that,  becaufe  the  Houie  of  Commons  rejeded  the 
inquiry,  it  was'not  bound  to  admihifter  juftice  on  application  to  it. 
He  then  drew  the  drffind  provinces  of  the  grand  and  petty  juries^ 
and  faid,  that  all  that  was  regular  in  the  report  of  the  traver(e 
jury,  and  the  prefentment  of  the  grand  jury,  were  before  the. 
Houfe.  ,' 

Mr.  MAINWARING  removed  the  imputation  of  his  being 
difpofed  to  ftop  inquiry,  or  of  having  mifled  the  Houfe  ;  he  chal- 
lenged fcrutiny  into  his  character  and  conduct  on  f:^6ls,  and  pro- 
feifed  himfelf  ready  to  juftify  on  any  charge  fairly  and  openly  made 
againft  him. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  admitted  the  refpeaability  of  his  charader^  on  ' 
which  he  declared  he  meant  no  imputation. 

The  SPEAKER  here  obferved,  that  the  difculTion  was  carriejl 
to  an  irregular  length,  as  it  was  not  to  the  queftion,  which  was  on 
the  produdlion  of  a  certain  paper. 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  negatived  without  a  diviiion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  wilhed  to  know  when  the  Permanent  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  thofe  ^papers  prefented  the  report^  and 
up  to  what  time  ? 

Mr.  MAINWARING  laid;  up  to  the  6th  of  June. 

Mr.  LONG  brought  up  the  report  of  the  refolutions  from  tho 
Committee  of  Supply,  in  which  the  fum  of  25,0001.  had  been  voted 
to  His  Majefty  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  Military  Afylum  ait 
Chelfea,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to* 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thurfday,  July  17. 

The  order  of  the  day  being,  read  for  the  further  hearing  of 
coQnfel  on  the  Flour  and  Bread  Company  Bill,  Mr.  Garrow  ws 
heard  at  confiderable  length  as  counfel  for  the  fupporters  of  the  bill. 
Earl  STANHOPE,  after  a  few  prefatory  obfervations  upon  tfc 
general  tendency  of  the  bill,  prcfcntcd  a  petition  from  Mr.  Frands 
Channbers,  of  Liverpool,,  merchant,  and  general  com  importer, 
againft  the  bill,  praying  that  it  may  not  be  paflfed  fnto  a  law^ 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  animadverted  upon  the  cffea  of 
entertaining  the  petition  of  individuals,  and  made  feveral  remarb 
on  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  in  queftion. 

Earl  STANHOPE  rofc  to  reply,  in  fome  warmth,  conceiving  ft 
to  have  been  faid  that  the  petition  had  no  prayer.      He  reprobarei 
the  idea  of  its  being  imagined  that  he  could  have  prefented  a  pe- 
tition to  the  Houfe  without  a  prayer.     The  petition  in  his  hand  had 
a  prayer ;  it  was  a  clear  and  intelligible  one ;  he  read  it  befcrr, 
and  would  again,  which  he  did  loudly — '/  That  the  bill  may  vol 
pafs  into  law  ;"--^hich  he  hoped,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  preg- 
nant with  danger  and  injuftice,  would  be  acceded  to« 
The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  explained. 
The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Earl  STANHOPE  prefcntcd  a  petition  from  a  number  of  indi- 
"viduals  fubfcribing  thereto,  againft  the  New  Foreft  Bill,  and  praying 
to  be  heard  by  themfelves,  or  their  counfel,  againft  the  fame.     His 
Lord(hip,  after  reading  the  prominent  parts  of  the  petition,  moved, 
•'  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  be  heard  by  themfelves^  or  their 
counfel,  againft  the  bill."  , 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  had  no  objeaion  to  the  peri-  , 
tioners  being  heard  by  counfel.;  and  faid,  that  as  the  bill  wasof  fuch  | 
a  nature  as  to  contain  nothing  which  might  not  be  altered  in  the  | 
Committee,  and  as  it  had  already  been  r^ad  a  fecond  time,  he  there- 
fore thought  the  counfel  had  beft  be  heard  before  the  Committoe. 
However,  he  faid,  he  could  not  refrain  then  from  making  one  ob- 
fervation,  namely,  that  the  provifions  of  the  bill  nnift  have  been 
grofsly  mifrcprefented  to  the  fubferibers,  to  induce  them  to  fet 
forth  the  unfounded  allegations  which  he  undcrftood  the  petitioo 
contained. 

[The  Clerk  reminded  the  Loird  Chancellor,  that  the  btU  wai 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  this  day.} 
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Thr  LORD  CHANCELLOR  again  quitted  the  woolfack,  and 
obferved,  that  under  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe>  it  was  obvious 
the  counfel  could  not  be  heard  before  the  Committee.  The 
petitiohersy  he  obferved,  (hould  have  come  forward  earlieri  as  they 
had  had  abundant  time.  # 

'  Earl  STANHOPE  rofe,  and  deprecated  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  an  averfion  in  the  Houfe  from  hearing  petitioners  by  counfei 
in. defence  of  their  rights.  He  contended,  that  the  petitioners  in  the 
prcfent  cafe  had  a  right  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel  againft  what 
they  deemed  an  infringement  upon  their  properties.  He  afiertedy 
that  if  their  Lordfhips  went  on  from  day  to  day  in  refuting  to  hear 
petitioners  at  their  bar,  it  would  excite  much  difcontent  in  the 
country.  He  alfo  adverted  to  what  he  termed  the  indecent  hafte 
with  which  the  bill  (a  meafure  dire6i]y  aflPeding  the  rights  and  pro- 
perties of  individuals)  was  hurried  through  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  cenfured  the  alleged  precipitation  in  unqualified 
terms. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him,  in 
parti  to  notice  the  obfervations  of  the  noble  Earl.  He  denied  that 
the  bill  had  been  iii  the  leaft  hurried  through  either  Houfe.  In  the 
Commons  it  was  more  than  three  weeks  in  its  progrefs ;  the  fa6t 
was  notorious,  and,  as  he  collected  from  the  public  newfpapers, 
amply  difcuifed.  From  thefe  fources,  even  if  they  pofleflcd  no. 
other,  the  fubfcribers  might  have  drawn  better  information.  On 
their  Lordfliips  the  impiitation  of  hurry  could  as  little  attach.  The 
bill  was  regularly  read  a  firfl  time,  ordered  to  be  printed  previous 
to  its  fecond  reading,  which  (^age  took  place  in  due  courfe,  without 
the  leaft  oppofition  being  made  to  the  meafure :  the  petitioners  had 
therefore  ample  time,  and  need  not  have  waited  until  the  Houfo 
was  upon  the  point  of  going  into  a  Committee  upon  the  bill. 

Earl  STANHOPE  in  reply  laid,  he  could  hardly  fuppofe  the 
noble  Earl  to  be  fo  ignorant  of  the  forms  and  modes  of  regular 
parliamentary  practice  in  fuch  cafes  ;  he  was  fure  he  was  not  igno- 
rant of  them  ;  what  was  faid,  therefore,  of  the  length  of  time  the 
bill  was  befoTt:  the  Commons,  could  not  apply ;  as  he  muft  know, 
that  while  a  bill  was  pending  in  the  Commons,  a  petition  to  the 
Lords  againft  it  could  not  be  (igned.  His  Lordfliip  then  added  a 
few  obfervations  decidedly  hoftile  to  the  bill ;  and  principally  on  the 
ground  of  its  trenching  on  the  rights  of  individuals,  and  infilling 
upon  the  right  to  be  heard. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  fpoke  (hortly  in  explanation. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  obferved,  that  though  the  peti-- 
tioners,  in  the  prefent  -infUncc;  had  manifefied  an  indecent  difrc* 
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gard  to  truth  in  framing  thdr  allegations,  be  Aould  nol  coiKeft  their 
sight  to  be  heard  by  counfd.  He  again  tnfifted,  that  the  ^c€t  ct 
die  meafure  muft  have  been  mifreprefentcd  to  the  petitioners*  He 
oontendedy  that  no  piovifion  in  the  bill  took  away,  in  any  cafe,  dM 
'  oonflitutional  appeal  to  a  jury^  whenever  an  individiial»  vindicating 
kis  right,  (hould  think  fit  to  refort  to  it. 

After  fome  private  converfation  between  their  Lordihips,  the 
petitioners  were  ordered  to  be  heard  by  counfel  on  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thurfday,  July  17. 

Mr.  Douglas  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  third  reading 
6f  the  Thames  Police  Bill  \  which  was  read  a  third  time,  pafled, 
and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

The  Attorney  Genera!  moved  the  order  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  biH'  for  regulating  trials  in  treafon,  and  for  the  iafe 
cuftody  of  infane  perfons  ;  which  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafied, 
'and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 
*  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  then  rofc  to  %,  that  the 
governor  of  Surinam,  adding  under  impulfes  of  the  ftrideft  necef- 
fity,  had.  permitted  the  impr)rtation  and  exportation  of  goods  into 
that  colony,  contrary  to  exiding  adts.  This,  however,  was  done  for 
purpofes  of  general  utility,  and  ought  not  to  operate  to  the  difad* 
vantage  of  the  individual  thus  adling.  He  (hould  move  theiefore 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  indemnify  the  governor  of  Surtnamt 
or  any  one  adding  as  fuch,  for  the  time  being,  for  allowing  the  in* 
portation  and  exportation  of  goods  in  and  from  that  colony  in 
neutral  (hipsi  and  likcwife  for  making  void  all  feizures  of  fliips, 
veflels,  and  goods  undef  the  Navigation  AA.-i— Leave  given. 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
Boiife  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  to  explain  and 
almend  the  Combination  Adt  of  lad  feiTions.  He  then  moved,  as 
the  prefent  bill  comprifed  all  that  was  neceflfary  in  the  former  one, 
and  fo  reifdered  it  ufelcfs,  that  it  ihould  be  an  tnftrufiion  to  the 
Committee,  that  they  (hould  have  power  to  repeal  the  Combination 
A61  of  the  laft  feflTions. — Agreed  to. 

The  Speak RR  having  left  the  chair.  Colonel  Gascoyne  and 
Mr.  Sheridan,  among  feveral  claules,  propofed  two,  to  the  effect 
tbat  ibcietics  (hould,  for  the>r  mutual  bcnefit|  be  (ii&red  to  fuhfisibe 
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towards  the  vindication  of  each  other's  innocency  in  courts  of  lavr, 
and  in  the  inftance  alfo  of  the  lofs  oF  tools,  &c.-  Thefe,  ly>wever^ 
wercoppofed  by  the  Attorney  General,  who  maintained  the 
claufes  were  ofelefs  for  the  end  intended  to  be  accompliflied  by 
them,  and  liable  to  be  produdive  of  dangerous  confequences ;  in 
confequence  of  which  they  were  over-ruled.  The  Houfe  then  re- 
fumed,  and  the  report  having  been  brought  up,  was  ordered  to  be 
received  to*  morrow. 

.  Sir  F.  B.  JONES  poftponed  his  motion,,/which  flood  fbr  to*day^ 
refpe£ling  Cold  Bach  Fields  prifdn,  till  Monday. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid,  every  return  that  came  within  the 
order  of  the  Houfe  had  been  made  by  the  magiOrates  of  Mid<fiefex  ; 
hex  if  the  Houfe  had  the  curiofity,  and  weredefirous^  other  papers 
xnight  be  laid  before  them  previous  to  the  tin^e  the  returns  were 
made.  The  reafon  why  thefe  had  not  been  at  once  laid  on  the 
tabic  of  the  Houfe  was,  that  they  werrfuppofed  not  to  come  within 
die  order.  ' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  did  not  fee  any  occafion  for  further  pro* 
duAion  of  papers  on  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  the  papers  withheld  were  of  great  im- 
portance, iis  they  proved  conliderable  negled  of  the  prifoners  in  fome 
quaxter,  by  fuffering  them  to  remain  deficient  In  beds,  blankets,  and 
other  neceflaries. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  the  order  of  the  Houfe  was  fatisfied ; 
and  if  any  further  papers  were  wanting,  a  fpecific  motion  ought  to- 
be  made.  . « 

Mr.  MAINWARING  obferved,  that  Cold  Bath  Fields  prifoo 
was  the  only  one  in  the  kingdom  where  criminals  were  indulged 
with  beds  without  paying  for  them. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe  a  copy  of  any  ftatenient  of  the  number  of  prifoners  in 
Cold  Bath  Fields  prifon  that  may  have  been  communicated  by  tho 
governor  tothe  judices  lince  the  ift  of  January  laft,  a;id  of  any 
lift  of  neceflaries  wanting,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  jufticet 
therebn."  -   - 

Mr.  YORKE  faid,  that  fince  the  magiftrates  had  been  ac» 
quainted  with  the  flatc  of  the  prifon,  they  had  taken  care  that  every 
reafonatrie  want  of  the  prifoners  (hould  be  fupplied.  He  had  DO 
objedion,  however,  to  any  papers  being  laid  before  |the  Houfe. 

Mr.  TI ERNEY  took  notice,  that  as  the  number  of  prifoners 
were  always  varying,  it  was  neceflary  that  numbers  and  dates  ibould 
be  fpecified  together. 

Voi.  XII.  .  3  E 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  approved  of  this  fu^eftiony  and  obierved,  it 
had  beep  remarked  by  an  honoumble  magUhate,  that  Cold  Bach 
Fields  prifon  was  the  only  one  in  the  kingdom  where  criminals 
were  indulged  with  beds  4  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  would  remark  alio,  it 
was  the  only  prifon  where  perfixis  were  treated  as  criminals  hefioce 
omividion. 

Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  JOHN  SMYTH  (according  to  order)  reported  from  die 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe»  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  oonfidcr 
farther  of  ways  and  means  for  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majefiy,  the  refolution  which  the  Committee  had  dire^ed  faim 
to  report  to  the  Houfe ;  which  be  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
ddivered  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read  and  agreed  lo  by 
the  Houfe,  as  foUows,  viz. 

*'  Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  gnunted  to  His 
Majefty,  tiiere  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fun[i  of  five  milUons  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the  monies  that  (hall  arife  of  the 
furplus  of  the  conlblidated  fund." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  upon  the  (aidieiblutioa;  and^ 
that  Mr.  John  Smyth,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,    Mr. 
Douglas,  Mr.  Pyhus,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, Mr.  Rofc,  Mr.  Long,  and  Mr«  Bragge,  do  prq)are  «nd 
bring  in  the  fame. 

On  motion.  That  the  feveral  refolutions,  which,  upon  tiie  ift 
day  of  April  la  A,  were  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred  10  confider  further  of  ways  at>d 
means  fer  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefiy,  and  were  then 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  be  read. 

The  fame  were,  as  agreed  to  by  the  Hbufe,  read  accordil^y,  and 
are  as  foilow,  viz. 

^*  Refblvcd,  That,  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by  virtue  of  an  a3 
made  in  the  39rh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  for  grant- 
ing certain  duties  upon  inconne,  there  (hall  and  may  be  iilued  and 
applied  the  fum  of  five  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to* 
wards  making  g^K)d  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  over  and 
above  the  fums  ncceffiiry  to  diicharge  the;  intereft  of  any.  loans 
which  have  been  charged  on  the  iaid  duties  by  any  afi  or  afis  of 
P&rltament. 

"  Reiblved,  That,  out  of  the  monies  ariGag  by  virtue  of  an  ad 
made  in  the  38th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefiy,  for  grant- 
ing oisitain  duties  on  goods  imported  and  exported,  and  on  tonits^ 
of  (hips  and  vaflels,  there  (hall  and  may  be  ifliied  and  a{flied  the 
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fum  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  tfaoufand  pounds  towards 
makir^  good  the  fupply  granted  to  Hi»  Majefiy*"' 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  inftru£lion  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  brfng  in  the  faid  biU»  that  they  do  make  pro- 
vifion  therein  putfuarlt  to  the  iaid  rtfolutions. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Frtdayy  July  18. 

tarl  STANHOPE,  after  a  few  prefatory  obfcrvations  boftilc  t^ 
tlie  Flour  and  Bread  Company  bill,  and  fetting  forth  that  a  degree  of 
irregularity  had  obtained  with  refped  to  the  third  reading  and  paffir^g 
of  the  bill  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  moved,  that  a  mclTage 
be  fent  to  the  Commons  requeuing  that  they  would  communicate  to 
their  Lordfliips  what  proceedings  had  taken  place,  on  the  4th  in- 
fiant,  on  the  occafion  of  the  third  reading  of  the  London  Com* 
pany's  Incorporation  bill  for  the  manufaSure  of  flour  and  bread. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  objeaed  to  fuch  a  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  the  Houfe,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  being  unprt- 
cedented,  &c.  and  tending  to  no  poflTible  good  efFe£t. 

Earl  STANHOPE  fpoke  briefly  in  reply ;  — upon  which  the 
queffion  was  put  from  the  woolfack,  and  the  Houfe  divided— For 
the  hiotion,  i  ;  Againfl:  it,  6.     Majority,  5. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Gwypir,  a  Committee  was  ordered  to 
be  appointed  to  conflder  of  a  plan  to  be  fubmitted  to  His  Maje(V|r» 
for  theextenfion  and  improvement  of  their  Lordlhips'  Houfe,  ren- 
dered neccflary  by  the  Union  of  the  Parliaments  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  prefented  a  petition  from  His 
Majefty  refjpedling  the  vote  of  credit  ufually  made  towards  the  clofe 
of  a  feflion,  and  recommendiilg  it  to  their  Lordlhips  to  concur  in 
making  the  neceflary  provifions  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  defray 
Certain  extraordinary  expences. 

[For  a  copy  of  the  meflage,  fee  the  Proceedings  of  the  Itoufe  of 
Commons,  p.  396]. 

Hi»  Lordfhip  then  moved  a  correfponding  addrefs  to  His  M^- 
jefly  on  the  occafion  of  his  mofl  gracious  mel&ge  \  which  was  unN 
verlally  concurred  in  by  their  Lordfliips. 


3  Ea 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Fridojit  July  i8. 

fA%  Chancellor  Pl^TT  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a 
ineflage  from  Hb  MajeAy  to  this  Houfe,  figncd  by  His  Majeftj  ; 
and  he  prefented  the  fame  to  the  Houfc  ;  and  it  was  read  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  followS|  viz. 

GEORGE  R. 
As  thejlatt  offuhltc  hufimjs  mtjjcon  eriabk  His  Majefiy  to  put  mt 
end  to  the  prejtnt  Jefftm^  His  Majefty  tbinls  it  proper  to  recommend  it 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  to  conjider  of  making  prwjtfion  to  enable  His 
Majefiy  to  defray  fuch  extraordinary  expences  (in  addition  to  thofe 
vjhich  wtll  be  incurred  in  fulflling  thefpccific  engagements  which  His 
Majefiy  has  already  directed  to  be  laid  before  Parliament  J  and  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require.  G%  Rm 

Ordered,  That  His  Majcfty's  faid  mofi  gracious  meflage  be  ie» 
£erred  to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  whom  it  is  referred  to  confider  further  of  the  fupply  gtantied  to 
pis  Majefty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  refelve 
Itfelf  intp  a  Committee  of  Supply  ;  having  pievioufly  moved,  that 
the  papers  prefented  to  the  Houfe  on  the  8th,  1 1  th,  and  1 7th  July, 
the  petitions  on  behalf  of  the  Veterinary  College,  the  Britilh  and 
the  African  Company,  and  the  copies  of  the  treaties  between  His 
MajeAy  of  Great  Britain  and  the  £mperor  of  Germany,  (hould  be 
referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

The  Speaker  haying  left  the  chair^  and  His  Majefiy *s  mcf- 
fage,  relative  to  the  imperial  fubfidy  having  been  read, 

Mr.. Chancellor  PITT  rofe,  and  faid,  that  having  already  had 
occafion  to  fubmit  a  motion  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  rela* 
tive  to  the  treaty  between  the  King  of  Gjrcat  Britain  and  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  it  could  not  be  neceiTaiy  for  him  at  prefent  .to 
enter  very  minutely  into  the  fubjed,  not  only  becaufe  the  niotives 
to  induce  the  Committee  to  acc^e  to  fuch  treaty  were  in  themfelves 
lb  obvious,  but  becaufe  they  had  been  fo  explicitly  Aated  by  hip 
yhen  that  motion  had  been  difcufled,  ^nd  were  fo  clearly  pointed 
out  in  the  meflage  of  His  Majefly.  In  fa£t,  there  fcai^ely  re- 
inained  any  thing  farther  for  him  todo^  than  to  move  that  the  Com« 
inittee  fliould  adopt  fuch  a  refolution  as  would  enable  His  Majefly 
to  carry  that  treaty  into  efie£t.  It  migt^t,  however,  be  neceflfary  to 
ircmiiid  the  Committcei  that  as  c;|rly  as  the  montl^  of  Fcbruaiy 
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lafty  His  Majeftf  bad  announced  his  intention  of  fenning  an  allt- 
ance»  and  entering  into  a  treaty  for  the  profecution  of  the  war»  with 
the  Eroperor  of  Germanyy  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  other  Princes 
of  .the  Oermanic  empire.     The  Houfe  had»  upon  fuch  conimuni- 
.cationi  determined  that,  upon  every  principle  of  found  policy,  it  was 
bound.tD  fandlion  the  treaty  His  M|ije(ty  had  expreifed  his  inten- 
tion of  entering  into,  and  to  enable  ^im  to  fulfil  it.     The  policy  of 
fuch  a  determination  on^  the  part  of  the  Houfe  was  fo  evident,  and 
had  been  rendered  fo  neceflary  by  every  event  of  the  prefent  war, 
chat  to  ufe  any  arguments  to  enforce  it  would  be  to  wafte  the  time 
of  the  Committee.     Since  the  period  when  the  Houfe  had  refolved 
upon  the  policy  of  fuch  treaty,  various  events  had  happened  a&fiing 
the  relative  fituation  of  the  allies  with   whom  His  Majefly  had 
fiated  his  intention  to  enter  into  a  treaty.     Some  of  thofe  events 
had  been  attended  with  moft  brilliant  and  fignal  advantages  to  the 
Auftrian  arms,  and  the  caufe  in  which  we  were  engaged.     On  the 
other  hand,  he  was  compelled  to  admit  that  our  allies  had  experi* 
enced  heavy  reverfes :  but  they  wete  reverfes  attributable  to  the 
chance  of  war  i  reverfes  which,  fo  far  from  having  a  tendeiicy  to 
diminifh  and  relax  their  efiorts,  could  have  no  other  ctkA  than  that 
of  exciting  them  to  more  vigorous  and  determined  exertions,  and 
of  producing  in  this  Hoofe,  and  in  the  country  at  largc^  that  zea- 
lous, ardent,  and  beneficial  co-operation  which  it  was  the  object  of 
His  Majefty's  meffage  to  obtain  ;  and  the  Houfe  had  already  by  its 
vote,  founded  upon  every  principle  of  policy,  determined  to  grant. 
Now,  to  enable  the  Committee  accurately  to  judge  of  rhe  propriety 
of  following  up  b/  its  vote  that  which  the  Houfe  had  iandlioried,  it 
might  be  necelfary  to  confider  the  circumftances  under  which  the 
treaty  Wils  propofed  and  accepted,  previous  to  the  knowledge,  or 
even  the  fufpicion  of  thofe  difafters  which  had  lately  taken  place  in 
Italy.    As  far  as  His  Majelty's  Minifters  had  received  any  informs* 
tion  upon  the  fubjed,  they  had  every  reafon  to  believe  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  extent  at  which  thofe  difafters  had  been  dated  bf 
the  enemy,  the  Emperor  of  Germany  had  determined  not  to  recede 
on  his  part.     Whether,  if  the  Emperor  was  determined  to  folfii  his 
part  of  the  treaty,  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  enable 
His  Majefty  to  afford  him  his  fupport  and  afliftance,  was  a  que- 
(lion  which  rather  required  to  be  dated  than  to  be  argued :  for  it  was 
not  to  be  believed,  that  the  magnaniihity  and  courage  of  Great  Bri- 
tain was  to  .be  affeiSted  by  the  vicifTitudes  of  war  ;  that  its  faith  to- 
wards Its  allies  was  to  be  fliaken  by  fortuitous  events  ;  or  that  it 
would  ihrink  from  thofe  allies  in  wbofc  fuccefs  it  cXpeded  to  have 
participated  9  merely  becaufe  they  had  experienced  di&fters,  the 


398  PARLIAMENTARY  [C<AtB»oifs- 

6tlcA  of  which  there  WIS  every  rea(on  to  hope  would  be  ttionftn- 
tary,  and  eventually  inconfideraUe.  Under  fiicb  cifcumftances,  he 
wat  perftiaded  the  fentiments  expreflfed  in  His  Majefiy's  fnef&ge 
were  thofe  which  aSuated  every  one  to  whom  he  was  nddrddng 
himfell.  There  was  not,  he  would  afferty  one  Britifh  heart  in  the 
country  that  could  think  difie^ntly  upon  the  iiibje£i ;  nor  could  he 
for  a  moment  fuppofe,  that  th^e  would  be  the  leaft  whiiper  of  ofv 
pofition  to  the  refoiution  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of  moving.  If, 
then,  there  was  nothing  in  the  events  which  had  taken  place  in  Italy 
of  fufficient  magnitude  to  deter  the  Emperor  irom  fulfilling  the 
treaty  on  his  part,  furely,  as  a  qoeftion  of  policy,  intereft,  and  pris^ 
dcnccy  whether  this  country  ought  to  abide  by  it,  it  lay  within  the 
natroweft  compafs  imaginable.  That  man  who  could  doubt  aa  to 
the  Gondtid  which  Great  Britain  was  bound  to  adc^,  muft  be.  asiba}- 
k>w  with  rtfpeA  to  policy,  as  callous  to  every  fentiment  dl  honour. 
Whatever  had  been  the  refuit  of  the  campaign  in  Italy ;  whether 
the  flatement  of  the  enemy  hod  been  exaggerated  or  not ;  whecbet 
thofe  hopes  on  which  we  had  calculated  had  been  difappbiiHttri  fo 
the  full  extent  we  were  led  to  believe;  ftHt  it  m aft  be  appattiir, 
that  the  intereft  of  this  country  required  that  it  flioitfd  not  fepatafe 
kfelf  from  its  ally  the  Emperor  of  Auftri'a,  bat,  cm  the  contrary, 
ihould  do  every  thing  in  its  power  to  enable  that  great  monarch  to 
profecute  the-  war  with  vigour  and  clSed,  and  with  a  chance  of 
taking  advantage  of  an  opening  for  Negotiation  for  peace^  if  fuch 
opening  (hould  picefent  ttfelf.  What^er  was  the  ofMoion  of  the 
Houfe  previous  to  the  events  of  the  late  campaign,  he  was  per- 
fuaded  it  could  not  be  (haken  by  any  einrumftance  arlBng  from  the 
depreflion  or  defpondency  of  our  ally ;  'and  in  point  of  poUcy  it  wia 
confirmed  by  the  relation  in  which  we  flood  with  regard  to  that 
ally  at  the  prefent  moment.  As  to  the  general  ftatement  of  the 
iiipplies  of  the  year.  His  MajeAy  had  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  ac- 
counts of  the  engagements  which  it  had  been  neceflary  for  him  to 
contrail  with  the  different  powers  of  the  Continent,  at  the  fame 
^\tne  it  had  bec;i  dated  that  his  engagenoents  f rom  unforefeen  events 
might  be  liable  to  be  altered.  The  Houfe  had  found  no  hefitation 
in  complying  with  His  Majefty's  deike  to  carry  them  into  tBc&, 
and  had  voted  a  fum  equal  to  that  he  (hould  have  the  honour  of 
propofing.  The  charges,  over  and  above  the  2,500,0001.  for  the 
fupplies  of  the  army,  were  the  2,500^0001.  to  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  the  £)e6fa>r  of  Bavaria,  and  other  Princes  of  the  empire, 
and  500,0001.  as  a  compenfation  for  the  forces  fumtCh^  by  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffiak  The  fpccific  fum  to  the  Empetor*  of  <  Ger- 
many was    2,ooo,oool.  and  that  to  the  '^leftor  of  Bavaria 
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and  the  German  |Vinces  5oo,oaol.      {n  addition  ta  tfadc  fums 
which  amounted  to  3y000|0ooK  he  had  ftated  in  February  laft 
that  the  fum  of  1,771,000!.  would  be  required  for  unforeieen 
cxpences ;  on  this  head  he  meant  at  prefent  to  propofe  no  more  thaa 
1, 400,000!.     He  would  now  Aate  the  leading  artielea  to  which 
it  was  to  be  applied  ^  and  firft,  it  was  to  be  obferved,  that  in  addition 
CQ  thofe  powers  with  whom  His  Majefty  had  entered  into  treaties^ 
there  were  others,  the  terms  of  which  had  nor  yet  been  fuUy^  ar- 
ranged, or,  if  arranged,  had  not  been  ratified ;  on  the  other  hand, 
it  was  obvious,  that  the  treaty  with  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria  could 
not,  from  thecircumfiances  which  had  taken  place  in  his  dominions, 
he  carried  into  effcQ*     There  was,  however,  .another,  fum  which 
had  been  advanced  to  the  Emperor,  that  could  not  properly,  be  mado 
t^  fubjed  of  a  pacific  vote,  and  had  arifcn  from  this  circumfiance  : 
when  die  Imperial  magazines  of  Stockach  had  been  taken  by  the 
enemy,  there  had  confequently  been  a  very  confiderable  pecuniary 
Ipiiito.the  Emperor.     His  Majefty  upon  this  occafion  had  coafi- 
dered  it  unjuft  that  the  whole  of  that  lofs  (hould  have  been  faosne 
Iqr  the  Emperor ;  and,  without  waiting  for  any  communication  from 
the  Emperor  upon  the  fubjedt,  he  had  iignified  his  intention  of  bear* 
ing  ^  part,  and  had  accordingly  remitted  1 50,0001*  towards  defray* 
ing  the  lofs.     Befides  thefe  charges  there  was  a  charge  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  troops  commonfy  called  the  Corps  of  Conde.     The 
fum,  therefore,  which  he  (hould  think  it  neoeflary  to  call  upon  the 
Committee  to  vote  would  be  4,500,0001.     Tlie  fum  he  had  pro* 
'  pofed  in  February  laft  had  been  4,700,0001.  or  4,800,000!.  con- 
fequently  the  prefent  one  wasfo  much  lefs  than  what  the  Houfe  had 
already  fanfiioned.     He  was  not  aware  that  it  was  neceflary  for 
him  to  trouble  the  Committee  with  any  thing  farther ;  but  con- 
cluded by  moving  the  firft  refolution,>  *'  That  a. farther  fum,  not 
excecdii^  r, 5-00,0001.  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  etiable  hiaa 
to  fulfil  his  engagements  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany." 

Mr.  TYRWHYTT  JONES  faid,  that  notwithftanding  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  think  that  no  Member  would 
oppofe  the  prefent  vote,  he  (hould,  for  one,  think  it  neceffary  to 
fay  a  few  words^  When  he  had  afked  a  few  weeki  ago  what 
would  be  the  amount  of  any  fubfidy  to  the  Emperor  that  might 
have  been  in  contemplation,  God  knew  he  little  thought  that  a 
treaty  had  been  entered  into,  calling  for  fuch  a  fum  as  2,ooo,oo'ol* 
He  was  fure  the  country  was  unable  to  bear  it.  It  was  well-known^ 
that  there  bad  not  been  any  infereft  paid  on  account  of  former 
loana.  But  the  rig^  hoaoiifiible  gentleman  talked  of  peace.  Ho 
^APPidy  b()fc4  lbs  period  would  arave^  when  the  ooHptiy  svonld 
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cnjojr  that  bldfing  ;  but  it  did  not  look  much  like  it,  when  Mi nif* 
lers  were  demanding  ayoooyoool.  to  fend  to  an  ^lly.  They 
might  fmile  as  much  as  they  pleafed  ;  bur  he  (hoald  enter  his  pro- 
teft  againft  fending  any  more  money  out  of  the  country  to  fobfidrze 
Ibreign  powers.  Nearly  one  million  had  already  gone  ;  ^  he  obferved 
by  the  treaty,  that  the  firft  advance  was  to  have  been  early  in  the 
month  of  July  ;  he  therefore  concluded  the  fum  flipulated  to  be 
advanced  had  already  been  fent.  Befides*  he  did  not  approve 
of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  ;  there  was  fomething  in  it  that  tended 
to  the  prolongation  of  the  war.  We  engaged  not  to  treat  with  the 
enemy,  or  receive  any  overtures,  cither  for  a  private  peace,  or  gene- 
ral pacification^  without  a6ting  in  concert  with  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many. If  Miniflers  could  be  juftified  in  making  fuch  a  treaty,  it 
could  only  be  upon  their  having  fuflicient  reafons  to  rely  upon 
the  good  faith  of  the  Emperor.  Was  that  the  cafe  ?  Could  he' 
be  relied  upon  ?  Had  he  not  once  already  made  a  feparate  peace, 
and  would  he  not  do  the  fame  if  it  fuited  his  purpofe  }  Had  he  not 
taken  our  millions  without  either  repaying  principal  or  intereft  ? 
There  was  no  reafon  on  earth  for  being  fatisficd  with  the  good  faith 
cyf  the  Emperor.  He  hoped  Mtnifters  would  paufe,  after  eight 
years  of  war,  and  not  raCltly  continue  it  by  voting  a  fiibfidy  of 
a,ooo,oool.  cfpecially  in  (o  thin  a  Houfe.  He  protefted,  from 
the  appearance  of  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  have  fuppofed,  if  he  had 
not  heard  the  right  honourable  gentleman  harangue,  that  it  had  met 
merely  todifcuisthe  pawnbrokers'  bill,  or  a  turnpike  bill,  inftead 
of  voting  away  what  together  amounted  to  4,000,000!.  If  they 
went  on  in  this  way,  fending  the  public  money  out  of  tliC  kingdom, 
though  they  might  defpife  fuch  an  individual  as  he  was,  they  would 
not  defpife  that  fpirit  of  indignation  which  the  people  would  not  fail 
€0  esprefs.  The  h6\  was,  the  country  was  not  able  to  bear  the  bur- 
dens with  which  Minifters  opprefled  it,  for  the  fake  of  enabling  them 
to  cany  pn  a  war,  which  they  were  determined  (hould  be  Mlum  ad 
hlfenucimem.  It  was  impoflible  he  could  agree  to  the  motion  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  knew  the  rurn  it  would 
bring  upon  the  country.  The  grand  ally,  of  whom  the  right  ho- 
tiourable  gentleman  talked  fo  much-^iK4iat  was  his-  fituation  ?  He 
was  defeated,  rpined,  and  unable  to  reiift  the  enemy.  It  was  im* 
poflible-->it  was  not  in  human  nature  (of  which  fo  much  had  been 
fiud),  that  the  war  could  go  on  upon  fuch  a  fyftcm  as  the  pre« 
frnt  one. 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  niaintained,  that  the  Houfe  had  no  Ka- 
fcn  to  befitate  in  the  fmalicft  degree  with  refped  to  the  fait)^  of  the 
Kmpetoc*  For  himfclf,  he  had  no  difirud  whatever  of  that  Prince V 
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fulfilling  his  tontfaA.  He  was  fully  perfuaded  that  it  would  be 
impofTible,  fa  the  prefent  ftate  of  France,  if  the  Emperor  made  a 
ieparate  peace»  for  this  country  to  make  one  afterwards :  it  was^ 
therefore,  neceflary  that  the  two.  powers  fhould  ad  in  concert.  So 
far  from  thinking  that  this  country  was  not  in  a  condition  to  fend 
money  to  fubfidize  its  allies^  the  accounts  of  the  laft  quarter  were 
proofs  of  its  increafed  wealth.  He  (hould  be  extremely  forry  to 
fee  that  wealth  expended  extravagantly  in  a  fruitlefs  war ;  but  ho 
was  no  kfs  averfe  to  making  peace  with  fucb  a  ferocious  enemy  a«. 
the  one  with  which  we  were  contending.  With  refpedl  to  the  thifi'* 
nefs  of  the  Houfe>  he  did  not  fee  why  a  full  attendance  (hould  bt 
required ;  all  that  was  neceflkry  to  inform  gentlemen  upon  the 
fubjedl  had  been  dated  at  the  opening  of  the  budget.  The  latenefs 
of  the  feafon  too  was  Tome  palliation  for  the  neglc6t  in  attending.  H« 
was  of  opinipn,  that  no  event  could  have  been  more  fortunate  thaa 
the  coalition  of  this  country  with  the  Audrians.  With  regard  to 
the  reycrfes  they  had  fuftained^  the  account^  of  them  had  been  very 
imperfedlly  publi(hed  ;  but  if  they  were  true  to  the  full  extent  at 
which  they  had  been  ftated,  it  was  no  reafon  why  they  (hould  be 
depreifed  ;  but  of\  the  contrary  a  reafon  for  exerting  themfelves  to 
retrieve  their  lofles  by  profecutingthe  war  with  vigour,  and  for  in- 
ducing us  to  afTift  their  endeavours  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power.  He 
admittedi  if  the  war  had  ever  been  carried  on  for  the  re-eftabli(h- 
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ment  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  that  obje£l  was  completely  out  o£ 
fight.  It  was  not  upon  fuch  ground  that  he  had  ever  fupported  it ; 
he  hod  ever  confidered  it  a  war  of  felf  defence.  It  had  been  fo ; 
it  had  enabled  us  to  preferve  our  lives  and  properties,  and  been  the 
jneans  of  fecuring  orderat  home  and  of  fupprefling  rebellion  abroad  i 
further,  it  had  raifed  the  naval  and* military  charadter  of  the  c6uu^ 
tiy  to  a  pitch  of  grandeur  and  renown  at  which  it  had  never  be- 
fore arrived.  It  was  a  war  on  the  rcfult  of  which  he  congratu- 
lated the  Houfe.  He  was,  therefore,  for  continuing  the  war,. per* 
fuaded  that  the  bravery  of  our  feamep  and  foldiers,  and  the  exertion^ 
of  our  allies,  would  eventually  obtain  an  honourable  peace.  Not 
to  perfevere^  would  be  to  incur  the  charge  of  puiillanimity.  What- 
ever facrifices  in  money  had  been  made  by  this  country,  they  bore  no 
proportion  to  thofe  of  Auftria  in  the  lofs  of  hgr  fubje£ls.  .  There 
never  had  been  a  war  in  which  fewer  Briti(h  fubjeds  had  been 
killed.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  perfevered  with  the  moft  laud- 
able integrity  and  good  faith ;  and  he  was  perfuaded  there  was  not 
e  man  in  the  Houfe,  who  was  not  iKXivinced  that  the  prefent  trea^ 
would  be  as  permanent  as  it  was  honourable  and  advantageous  to 
the  contraAIng  powei!9« 
Vol.  XII.  3  F 
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Mr.  MARl" Il9  obfervcd,  that  the  Minifier  feemed  difpoled  to 
iide  his  war-horfe  over  every  Member  in  the  Houfe.    For  his  pait, 
^  #a«  fo  far  frOftf  thinking  the  prcfent  ndotion  one  which  ought  to 
pafs  without  oppofitioiiy  that  he  never  in  his  life  more  lamented  his 
^  JTfability  to  exprefe  the  indignation  with  which  it  had  infpired  him* 
From  the  very  firft  moment  of  the  connexion  of  this  country  with 
fcreign  powers,  he  had  been  of  opinion  that  they  tended  to  the  ini- 
fery,  not  only  of  our  own  people,  but  of  all  the  world.     He  never 
tirould  vott  a  fingle  penny  for  promoting  continental   alliances. 
What  had  been  the  confequence  of  rhem  ?  they  had  been  the  means 
of  increaiing  war  and  bloodlhed.     What  occafion  had  Great  Bri- 
tain to  refort  to  the  affiftance  of  continental  powers  ?     Why  were 
.%re  not  content  to  defend  uurfelvcs  by  the  courage  of  our  biave 
ifeamen  ?     Why  prolong  the  period  of  war  and  bloodihed  all  ova 
the  world,  by  paying  foreign  powers  to  fight  for  us  ?      He  had 
no  perfotial  difrefpeft  towards  His  Misjefty's  Miniiiers ;  on  rhe 
Contrary,  he  knew  them  to  be  men  of  great  abilities ;  but  he  wi(bed 
l!hey  would  make  a  better  ufe  6f  their  abilities  than  they  did.  Their 
ctertionis  ought  to  have  been  direAed  to  the  means  of  keeping  the 
world  in  peace^and  tranquillity,  not  in  involving  in  war  and  mifery. 
What  had  we  gainecl  by  our  continental  alliances  ?     A  right  ho- 
tiourable  gentleman  wad  pleafed  ro  make  ufe  of  high  founding, 
pompous  phrafes,  about  magnanimity  ;  but  he  would  afk  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  had   fpoken  laft,  and  who/  he  bdicved, 
tt'as  a  worthy  map  and  a  good  Chriftian,  whether  he  dtd  not  think 
it  ti'duld  have  looked  better  to  have  talked  of  a  lafting  peace  ?     It 
Vras  to  be  wi(facd,  that  that  honourable  gentleman,  inftcad  of  tap- 
ping MintAers  on  the  back— [Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  •  fat  imme- 
diately behind  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer]-* would  givethem 
a  little  Ghrtftian  advice  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.     He  regretted 
that  the  Houfe  had  ever  been  fo  far  duped  as  to  have  voted  a  pain? 
fer  fbrergn  fubfidiea.     For  himfelf  he  was  determined  never  to^  con- 
rur  in  a  meafure  that  he  conceived  fraught  with  fuch  mifcbief. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  (aid,  he  thought  he  (hould  cleferve  ill  of  rtts 
Houfe,  til  cyf  his  coun^,  and  ill  of  til  Europe,  if  he  gare  the  vote 
which  the  Minifter  had  called  ttpdti  him  to  give.  If  any  thing  in 
•the  condu^  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman  could  have  furptiied 
him,  it  Would  have  been  the  lofty  tone  of  vcice  in  which  he  had  de- 
fired  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  the  prcfent  morion.  If  ever  there  had  been 
a  day  in  Which  it  would  havrbeeomc  hifn  to  have  come  down  co- 
hered with  fackcloth  and  stfhes,  it  was  th&  prefent  ;  inftead  of 
which  he  had,  in  a  few  wtnrcfsy  dfcfired  the  Commktee  to  vote— 
what  i   A  fum  not  kfo  tkao  four  millions*    An  honourAOe  g^o- 
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dcman  had  faid,  (he  prefent.  was  a  war  of  defence*  There  ot^ht  to 

bave  been  ftated  fome  grounds  for  fuch  an  aflfation.  God  forbid,  if 

fuch  was  the  fad,  that  anv  man  (hould  be  found  backward  in  affocdo 

ing  Oovemment  every  afliQance  ;  but  the  h&  was  not  fo.     It  w^s 

an  unjuft  and  unneceflbry  war,  begun  and  carried  on  to  gratify  tha 

inordinate  pride  of  His  Majedy's  Miniftcrd.     It  was  a  war,  the 

continuance  of  which,  whatever  might  have  been  the  origin  of  H» 

fprang  from  the  obftinacy  of  thofe  MiniAeps  in  not  hearing  what 

the  enemy  had  to  fay.     Admitting  the  French  had  been  the  ag* 

greflbrs  in  the  iirft  inftance,  yet  from  the  date  of  Bonaparte's  lettir 

to  His  Majefty,  things  aflfumed  quite  a  different  compleKioir;  and 

MinrfVers  were  anfwerable  to  God  and  their  country  for  all  thet 

blood  that  h^  been  (ince  ,(hed,  and  treafurc  that  had  been  ex«- 

pended.     It  was  true,  Minifters  might  have  thought  they  had  fome 

ground  (or  not  liftening  to  the  overtures  of  Bonaparte,  but  thef 

were  no  grounds  for  inducing  the  Houfe  to  fan6)ion  their  refufal^ 

liy  dating,  that  tiiey  were  cenain  of  the  co-operation  of  their  allies. 

It  was  impoflible^but,  at  the  very  time  when  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  was  amufing  the  Houfe  by  fuch  an  aflTurance,  be  muft 

have   known   that  it  was  without   foundation;  it  was  impoffi- 

bie  for  him  not  to  have  known  (unlefs  the  fums  granted  for  fecret 

fervices  were  thrown  away),  that  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia,  one  cf 

thofe  allies,  was  lick  of  the  war.     The  fad  was,  Ruflia  had  foon 

after  withdrawn  her  forces.     If  the  aflTurance  he  had  made  had 

been  founded  in  truth,  how  came  it  that  the  treaty  with  Auftria  had 

not  been  figned  till  the  2oth  of  June  ?     If  there  had  been  rsally 

that  community  of  intcreft  between  the  two  countries  which  had 

been  laid,  how  had  it  happened  that  the  treaty  had  been  deferred  to 

fo  late  a  period  ?     They  talked  of  not  fufpedling  the  faith  of  the 

Emperor.     He  did  fufpedt^  him.     No  doubt  the  Emperor  had  flat«» 

tered  himfelf  that  his  arms  would  have  been  more  fuccefsful ;  and  in 

the  event  of  a  favourable  opportunity  oflSaring  of  n>aking  a  feparate 

peace  with  France,  certainly  it  would  have  been  more  to  his  ad» 

vantage  not  to  have  been  (hackled  by  a  treaty  with  this  country ; 

but  when  he  found  that  he  could  not  obtain  thofe  advantages  over 

the  enemy  which  be  had  hoped  for,  he  had  no  objedion  to  compen* 

(ate  himfelf  by  a  little  Britilh  money  ;  of  courfe  he  could  have  no 

didike  to  a  fubfidy,  which-  would  not  jprevent  him  from  making  a^ 

(qxirate  peace  when  he  could  do  Xo  with  advantage.     With  refpeft 

to  the  fervices  the  Ruflians  had  rendered  to  the  caule  in  which  they 

bad  been  engaged,  there  were  various  opinions  upon  the  fubje£t :  it 

was  doubted  whether  they  had  rendered  any  fervice  whatever;  bow* 

.eter^rrooeous  (iich  an  opinion  might  be,  he  wpuld  not  enter  into  i|. 

3  F  « 
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That  the\  eicertions  of  the  Auftrians  have  been  vigorous,  was  what 
he  would  not  pretend  to  deny  ;  but  it  was  to  beconfidered  what  the 
objed  wa6  that  tlie  Emperor  had  in  view  by  the  exertions  he  had 
made  i  Was  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fore  the  Emperor 
had  the  fame  objed  in  view  for  which  the  war  was  profefled  to  be 
carried  on  by  His  Majefty's  Miniftei-s  ?  The  next  pretence  for  rc- 
je£ting  the  overtures  of  Bonaparte  was  the  afliAancq  that  would  be 
obtained  in  France — it  was  ftated  that  the  loyalifts  and  emigrants 
had  made  head  againft  the  French  Government — was  that  true  ? 
Had  there  been  any  rifing  in, France  to  juftify  fuch  an  afiertion  ? 
Muft  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  either  have  been  grofsly 
iniflcd  himfelf^  or  have  wilfully  impofed  upon  the  Houfe  ?  Did  he 
fiot  perceive  that  the  fecurity  and  (lability  of  the  prefent  Go* 
vernmeht  of  France  exceeded  that  of  any  republican  form  of  govern- 
ffnent  that  ever  had  exifted  ?  Had  he  not  feen  France  under  the 
Government  of  Bonaparte  left  for  the  firft  time  without  a  ganrifon  ? 
The  faft  was,  and  Minifters  were  fcnfiblc  of  it,  that  the  people  of 
France  fupported  the  government  of  Bonaparte,  chiefly  becaufe  he 
had  manifedcd  a  difpofition  towards  the  attainment -of  peace.  Was 
it  poflible  for  them  to  point  out  one  (ingle  zi\  of  the  prefent  French 
Government  that  ought  to  be  a  bar  to  entering  into  negotiation  i 
With  refpeil  to  the  vote,  to  which  it  was  faid  there  ought  not  to  be 
a  whifper  of  oppo(irion,  he  trui^ed  the  Houfe  would  not  confider  it 
To  much  a  matter  of  courfe.  By  what  means  had  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  entitled  himfelf  to  fuch  credit  i  Was  it 
n)t  true,  that  all  the  boaded  fuccefiiss  of  the  RuiTians  in  the  la(t 
fcimpaign  had  been  completely  done  away  in  the  prefent  one?  Had 
t)c  not  by  his  intemperate  f^fhnefs  prevented  the  country  at  this 
moment  enjoying  the  advantages  of  peace  }  Had  he  not  refufcd 
to  liften  to  the  reafonable  propofitions  of  the  French  Conful  i  He 
would  not  afk  what  the  objecft  was  that  Minifters  now  hoped  to  obtain  ; 
the  utmod  they  could  hope  for  was,  that  things  (hould  be  rc(tercd 
to  the  (ituation  they  were  in  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
campaign.  No  man  could  look  to  any  fucceifes  on  the  part  of  the 
allied  arms  to  counterbalance  the  vai)  and  gigantic  Orides  of  the 
French.  Was  it  juft,  therefore,  to  confine  the  Emperor  to  a  war 
which  would  terminate  in  his  ruin,  by  bribery  ?  Were  not  Mi- 
nitlers  juftifying,  by  their  condu<5t,  the  alTertions  contained  in  the 
French  papers,  that  nothing  but  the  gold  of  England  prevented 
Europe  from  enjojing  a  lading  peace  ?  Would  they  fay  the  Em- 
peror had  it  in  his  power,  even  if  he  were  willing,  to  cany  this 
ireaty  into  effcA  ?^  Would  they  fay  there  was  not  n^otiations  at 
this  moxnent  carrying  on,  and  if)  a  ftate  of  forw%rdne{S|  between 
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the  Emperor  and  the  French?     What  was  to  be  gained  by  the 
a^ooojoool.  that  we  were  lavifhing  away.     Had  the  country  any 
fccurity  that  the  Emperor  would  not  make  a  feparate  peace  ?     The 
treaty,  he  obfcrved,  was  only  to  laft  till  February.     What  ferviccs 
could  the  Emperor  render  in  the  courfc  of  the  few  months  before 
that  time,   that  could  pofliWy  be  worth  a,ooo,oool.  ?      It  was 
faid,  that  the  leaft  fufpicion  ought  not  to  be  entertained  of  this  great 
ally  the  Emperor  making  a  feparate  pe^ce,  without  communicating 
with  Great  Britain,  ^    Certainly  nothing  could  juftify  fuch  an  inju- 
rious fufpicion  but  experience.     Was  it  not  the  h&,  that  during  the 
exigence  of  a  treaty  equally  as  (trong  and  as  binding  as  this  was,  he 
had  entered  into  a  feparate  treaty  of  peace,  which  had  iafied  a  year  } 
All  then  that  could  be  faid  was,  that  truly  he  was  an  upright  Prince, 
difpofed  to  perform  the  treaties  he  entered  into  ;  but  when  the  pref- 
fure  of  war,  and  the  unfortunate  refult  of  his  arms,  compelled  him 
toa£l  otherwife,  he  was  to  be  pitied,  not,  blamed.     What'reafon 
was  there  for  fuppofing  he  would  not  again  be  reduced  to  the  fame 
-difficulties  that  had  before  induced  him  to  violate  his  treaty  ?   Were 
not  the  armies  of  France,  at  this  prefent  moment,  commanded  by 
generals  of  the  mod  confummatc  (kill ;  and,  what  was  mol^  im- 
portant, by  generals  diftinguifhed  for  their  good  fortune  in  war  { 
Had  their  fuccefs  even  been  equalled  by  the  generals  of  any  age  or 
country  ?     Events  which  human  furefight  could  not  have  calculated 
upon,  they  had  achieved.     What  remained  for  thehi  to  achieve, 
were  events  that  might  eafily  be  calculated  upon.     Then  was  it 
juA  to  urge  an  ally  to  his  delkuclton  ?      If  that  ally  had  bound 
himfelf  to  go  the  fame  lengths  which  this  country  did,  God  forbid 
Jie  (hould  oppofe  any  obftacle —  but  had  the  Emperor  avowed  the 
fame  obje6t  ?     No,  he  denied  the  fadt^nor  did  he  think  it  would 
be  any  defertion  of  that  ally  to  refufe  ratifying  the  treaty.     There 
was  Aill  time  for  the  Houfe  to  paufe.     The  good  faith  of  Great 
Britain  was  not  called  upon  to  go  the  lengths  that  MiniAent  re- 
quired, with  an  ally  whofe  views  were  diflferent  from  theirs  ;  an  ally 
who  had  never  profeffed  to  fight  for  the  reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  or  the  Princes  of  France— but  whofe  only  objed  was  that 
of  his  own  aggrandizement.     That  Great  Britain  (hould  fend  itt 
money  to  a  power  afling  upon  fuch  a  principle,  was  a  propofition 
he  never  could  confent  to.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
told  the  Houfe,  the  magazines  of  the  Emperor  had  been  deitroyed; 
it  was   certainly  a  mod    extraordinary   reafon   for  fending  him 
150,0001.     If  this  had  been  a  war  of  defeiice,  he  would  have 
been  one  of  the  lafl  to  have  contended,  that  a  fubiidy,  which  was 
tfie  means  of  affording  a  centiaental  diverfion,  would  not  b^  dcfir- 
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sble.  So  far  he  was  a  friend  to  fubfidtes*  ^^But  it  Mras  rioc  a  war 
of  defence,  nor  could  any  one  fay  what  it  was  Minifters  really  would 
have,  nor  for  what  they  carried  it  on.  Vigorous  meafures,  he  ad-- 
snttted,  were  neceflary.  How  had  we  co-operated  in  theconteft^ 
We  had  fent  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  into  the  Mediterranean^  and 
taken  way  a  few  cows.  This  was  the  vigorous  profecurion  of  the 
war  on  our  part;,  and.  furely  it  would  not  be  pretended  that  fodi 
evertion  could  tend  to  the  attainment  of  peace.  "If,  then,  our  ftiare 
in  the  ftruggle  were  of  no  avail,  he  would  rcquefl  gentlemen  to  turn 
their  eyes- to  the  part  which  our  allies  had  aded,  af)d  fee  how  it 
had  contributed  to  that  defifable  end.  We  were  told  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  was  a  feeble,  decrepit  Government,  ready  to  crum- 
ble into  pieces  under  the  iltghteft  (hock,  and  tottering  with  the 
ilighteft  breath.  It  yrzs  againd  the  government  they  had  to  aA  ; 
and  yet  fuch  had  been  the  reverfes  fuftained  in  the  conflid,  that  the 
hufft  fanguine  mind  'did  not  hope  all  oqr  combined  vigour  could 
reflore  them  to  the  fame  ftate  in  which  they  had  flood  (ix  months 
ago;  what  profpeift  then^  he  a(ked,  had  we  of  repairing  the  dtftf-* 
tersof  our  alKcs,  by  this  fubfidy,  fo  as  to  enable  them  in  the  end 
to  prevail  over  France  i  Was  it  hopes  of  exhaufting  her  (Irengtti 
by  prolonging  the  conteft  ?  He  (aw  nothing  to  countenance  fuch 
ikxt  expefbtion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  pretend 
to  fey  that  the  finances  of  that  country  were  now  in  a  worfe  ftate 
than  ever.  So  far  from  that  being  the  cafe,  an  honourable  gentle* 
man  had  faid,  he  was  grown  fick  of  the  argument.  But  if  the 
^pe  of  the  French  finances  were  to  have  any  weight,  and  ceitainiy 
.  tt  ought,  gentlemen  had  only  to  look  at  it,  and  ijt  would  be  found  to 
furnifti  an  argumentagainft  them,  inltead  of  one  for  them.  What 
was  now  the  ftate  of  the  French  funds  ?  In  February  latt,  we  were 
told  they  were  at  1 7  ;  and  yet  in  the  (hort  Interval  fince,  tiiis  de- 
crepit government  had  fufiered  fuch  a  renovation  of  its  (hrengfh  and 
vigour,  that  they  had  now  rifen  to  33  ;  an  increafe  which,  he  con- 
tended, fully  counterbalanced  any  favourable  change  experienced 
by  ours.  Now,  if  wc  bad  nothing  to  hope  from  the  ruin  of  the 
finances  of  France,  did  the  (iate  of  her  armies  afford  any  ju(t  expec- 
tation of  ""fuccefs  }  A  period,  he  contended,  could  not  be  named 
when  her  youth  came  forward  with  more  etithufiafm  to  enrol  tbem- 
felves  in  her  rnnks  ;  an  enthufiafm  excited  from  one  end  of  that 
country  to  the  other,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  aggrandizement  or  am- 
bition, but  to  beat  their  enemies  into  peace  ;  an  objcS  indeed  fiw- 
wetly  pp>fLli'cd  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  comnoon ; 
bt!i:  fer  fome  time  fo  much  dtfufed,  that  of  late  the  word  had  fel- 
dom  cfcipul  him.     Again(V  armies  (0  compoied  andfo amtmatcdi 
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leceiU  events  had  proved  our  inability  to  contend.     Independent^ 
liowever,  of  tfe  infufSciency  of  any  thing  in  the  prefent  treaty  to 
^t  our  ally  on  a  level  to  cope  with  theniy  there  was  another  light 
in  which  it  ought  to  be  conitdered,  without  entering  into  the  facilit]^ 
or  the  difficulty  of  railing  the  money  (lipulated  for ;  he  meant  the 
manner  of  tranfmitting  it  to  the  Continent.     It  was  to  be  fern  in 
fpecie  ;  an  operation  which  he  contended  muft  prove  highly  injuri- 
ous to  the  country.     But,  admitting  the  money  procured  and  fcnt  to 
Vienna,  could  the  right  honourable  gentleman  poiitively  fay  that  he 
could  get  his  tvio  millions  worth  from  the  Emperor  at  the  prefent 
criiis  i     He  contended  he  could  not.     The  fupply  might  indeed 
CO  a  certain  degree  recruit  his  ftrength  and  firynces  ;  but  not  to  an 
extent  that  would  command  fuccefs  :  it  might  prolor)g  the  conteft, 
but  could  not  tend  to  bring  about  peace.'    In  fuch  cafe,  then,  all 
we  (hould  obtain  would  be  an  unavailing  feryice,  which,  infiead  of 
bringing  us  to  the  end  propofed,  would.onlv  renr)ove  it  to  a  greater 
diAance.  Yet  this  was  the  ally  on  whom  we  were  to  rely  for  obtain* 
ing  fccurity'to  Europe— ^thefe  werejhe  Minifters  who  were  to  proGi* 
tUie  the  war  with  a  vigour  that  muft  commarnl  fuccefs—- this  was 
the  career  to  be  purfued  by  England,  afttr  difdainfully  rejeAing  ^ 
negotiation— after  reverfing  all  the  advantages  of  the  laft  campaign-* 
after  being  left  with  a  (ingle  ally.     He  did  not  queftion  the  Em- 
perorV  willingnefs  to  continue  the  conteft  ;  but,  however  great  it 
might  be,  with  his  armies  broken  and  defeated,  his  fpirit  muft  be 
difcomfited.     Every  thing  had  vanifhed  ;  all  the  advantages  fo 
much  boafted  in  the  hour  of  our  arrogance  had  been  wrefted  from 
him !  and  yet,  with  all,  this  experience,  they  were  to  be  called  cal- 
lous, who  fliould  oppofe  a  continuance  of  the  fyftem  wtuch  had  pro^ 
duced  fuch  fatal  confequences.    To  repair  thde,  our  money  cooM 
not  avail.     What  eMe  then  could  we  do,  and  how  were  we  furdier 
to  contribute  td  that  end  F     Our  fleets  could  not  achieve  new  tri- 
umphs, for  there  were  no  fleets  to  oppofe  them*     To  what  life 
•then  could  fo  mruch  of  thefe  two  millions  as  remained  unpaid  be 
now  applied,  if,  as  he  had  already  contended,  it  could  not  change 
the  ftate  of  alfiiirs  on  the  continent  ?     A  ftnall  iiland  fiN^ht  indeed 
he  conqtiered  ;  but  that  he  believed  was  not  an  objed  worth  dUjpttl- 
ing  about,  or  one  that  was  likely  to  be  uiged  as  a  juftiftcatiofi  for 
the  continuance  of  a  war  involving  fo  manv  facrifices*     The  ques- 
tion, as  he  conceived,  was,  could  the  war  be  avoided  i     If  it  could 
tKK,  he  was  as  ready  as  any  man  in  tfot  Houfe  to  fupport  it.     But 
be  contended,  it  could  be  avoided.     It  was  his  pofitive  opinioA^ 
that  a  peace  coald  be  procured  within  one  month  from  that  day. 
£k  acknowledge^  however,  fae  did  not  kxik  forward  to  fueh  an 
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event«     Frohfi  his  knowledge  of  Minifters^  he  cOuld  not  expcd  it 
from  their  hands.     No  amicable  negotiation  could  be  entered  into 
between  His  Majcfly's  Minifters  and  Bonaparte.     All  then  thaf 
could  be  expeded  was,  that  the  Minifter  would  at  length  be  coot- 
peUed  to  make  peace.     When  our  allies  were,  down,  when  Bona- 
parte had  proved  his  Arength,  then,  no  doubt^  he  would  find  feca- 
rity.     He  could  not  find'  it  in  our  fuccefs ;  it  could,  therefore, 
be  only  had    in  difai^er ;  aiid  the  hour  which  (hould  be  the  very 
lad  for  us  to  make  peace  would  be  the  firfl  chofcn.     But  the  righc 
honourable  gentleman  might  fay»  he  was  entitled  to  change  his  opi- 
nion ;  and  that  whatever  his  fentiments  might  have  once  been  on 
the  fubjeA,  it  did  not  follow  that  they  muft  remain  invariable.     He 
admitted  indeed,  no  man  had  ever  difplayed  more  magnanimity  in 
changing  opinion  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     What  he 
contended  for  was,  that  no  fuch  change  had  taken  place.      The 
honourable  gentleman  himfclf  had  made  no  fuch  avowal.     Sup- 
pofing  him  to  do  fo,  (hould  he  declare  that  he  now  felt  a  cordial 
inclination  for  peace,  (liould  he  retraA  every  thing  which  he  had 
ever  faid  againfl  negotiation,  it  might  be  of  fome  avail.     But  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  manifefted  no  fuch  change,  he  ex- 
pre/fed  no  fuch  inclination.     Under  thefc  circumftances,  then,  if 
we  looked  to  the  gigantic  power  of  France,  what  (hould  we  expe<ft 
would  be  its  condud  ?     He  would  alk  ariy  man  in  that  Houfe,  if 
he  were  in  the  fituation  of  Bonaparte,  and  if  he  faw  no  cordial  in- 
tention to  lay  afide  all  hoAile  feeling,  he  would  a(k  even  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfclf,  whether,  ^vi^h  all  his  moderation,  be 
would  be  difpofed  to  enter  into  negotiation  with  fuch  an  adverfary  ? 
France  might  fay  on  her  part^  '*  We  will  have  fecurity,  as  well  as 
England,  before  we  make  peace,"  and  thus  the  war  may  he  con- 
tinued  to  any  indefinite  length  of  time.     On  this  fyftem,  poor 
indeed  was  the  profpcdl  of  peace  to  the  world.     Minifters,  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  carried  on  the  war,  had  become  a  bye- 
word  and   laughing^ftcck  from  one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other. 
From  ^har  quarter  could  they  exped  their  panegyric  ?  it  could  not 
be  from  Fruffia,  or  the  Emperor  Paul ;  the  only  power  it  could  be 
expelled  from  was  the  Imperial  Court,  on  whom  we  were  liberally 
fquandering  our  money.     In  what  way  then  could  the  prefent  Ca- 
binet be  entitled  to  the  name  of  Aatefmen  ?     In  one  way  alone  they 
had  fuccceded;  that  was,  in  embroiling  and  overturning  all  Europe. 
True  it  was,  that  our  refources  were  great ;  but  they  might  be  ex- 
haufled.     He  did  not  doubt  hut^  experience,  and  the  evidence  of 
fa6ls,  would  be  complete  at  the  laft  payment  of  die  fubiidy,  on  the 
^Sihof  Fcbxuaryncxt.    The  Empcxor  was  plcd^d  cocoiitigi|c 
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our  ally  no  longer.     It  would  then  be  feen,  that  fome  farther  fub- 
fidj  was  neceflary.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  mud.  then 
fiy  to  new  topics  to  fouie  the  languid  fpirit  of  the  country  to  a  con* 
tinuance  of  the  war ;  but  why  this  profpcfi  of  farther  wafte  of 
blood  and  treafure  ?     Could  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
fee  that  no  good  could  be  obtained  by  war,  unlefs  unanimity  was 
accompliflied  by  a  iair  avowal  of  a  difpofition  to  negotiate  for  peace  i 
That  this  was  attainable,  (hoqjd  the  defir^  be  fincere,   was  fully 
evident.     But  peace,  while  an  ember  of  jacobinifm  remained  un- 
cxtingui(hed  in  France,  was  confidered  unfortunately  as  only  a  mi- 
tigated fta{e  of  war.     The  intereft  of  the  country  he  felt  for  as 
much  as  any  man,  and  this  made  him  difavow  any  fuch  fentiment 
or  belief.     Should  fuch  a  danger  as  the  infection  of  jacobinifm  be 
feared,  war  was  not  its  proper  remedy,  but  negotiation.     But  His 
Majefty's  MiniRers   might  fay,  *^  If  negotiations  of  peace   were 
opened,  the  terms  would  be  fo  difadvantageous,  that  they  could  not 
be  accepted."     True,  but  the  lincerity  of  Bonaparte  would,  by  ne- 
gotiation, be  tried  ;  his  ambitious  fchemes.  If  he  had  any,  would 
be  fully  developed,  and  his  antipathy  to  this  country  be  made  con-, 
fpicuoufly  to  appear,  if  any  fuch  was  entertained  by  him.     Should 
fuch  a  difplay  of  charader  as  this  take  place,  he  (Mr.  Tiemey) 
would  then  fpend  his  laft  (hilling  as  readily  as  any  man  in  the  fup- 
port  and  protection  of  his  country.     He  was  confident,  however^ 
that  a  contrary  difpofition  would  appear  ;    and  this  country,  by 
lofing  the  favourable  time^o  negotiate,   would  foon  find  herfelf 
Handing  fingly  againft  tiie  whole  power  of  France.     No  man  could 
fay  that  the  German  empire  was  not  in  a  perilous  fituation,  and 
that  in  the  extrenfie.     Another  viftory  might  open  to  the  enemy  a 
way  to  the  very  gates  of  Vienna.     This,  therefore,  was  the  time 
to  exercife  our  caution  and  prudence  ;  and  while  affairs  remained 
in  fuch  doubtful  balance,  to  take  care  of  our  refourccs,*^  that  they 
fhould  not  be  ufelefsly  waficd.  The  fcale  of  the  prefent  national  ex- 
penditure was    immenfe — no  kfs  than  6 4,00 0,0 obi.   would  be 
wanted  for  the  current  expenccs  of  the  prefent  year.     The  queAion 
was,  could  the  war  be  continued  at  fuch  a  rate  ?      He  advifed  Mi- 
niOers  to  look  at  the  internal  fiate  of  the  country,  and  afk  themftlves 
if  this  was  the  time  to  fend  away  money  ? — Should,  indeed,  peace 
be  produced  by  fuch  a  pecuniary  facrifice,   it  would  meet  with  no 
objeAion  from  him  ;  but  he  was  afraid  that  the  money  would  be 
laviihed  in  carrying  on  the  war  (as  it  was  called)  with  vigour.  Mi- 
nifters,  he  believed,  did  not  think  of  peace.     They  thought  it  n 
bad  thing.     The  Minifter  himfelf  had  candidly  faid,  that  nego- 
tiation was  more  prejudicial  than  war.     He  did  not  at  all*  blame 
Vol.  XII.  ^  G 
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Mioifters  (or  their  motives ;  but  he  would  not  vote  for  their  lavlfli* 
ing  away  the  money  of  his  conftituents.  All  he  wifhed  to  fee  was 
a  cordial  difpofition  on  their  part  of  making  peace ;  but  believing, 
ais  he  did,  that  the  money  about  to  be  voted  would  not  produce  that 
delirable  end,  he  could  not  approve  of  the  meafure.  He  was  hx 
/rom  wiChing  to  defert  an  ally ;  but  he^ could  not  comprehend  how  the 
Ifmperor  was  to  be  faved,orthe  condition  of  rhis  country  benefited, 
by  pafling  the  vote  of  this  evening.  Two  millions  could  not  inv^o^ 
rate  defeated  armies,  nor  rcinftate  the  loffcs  of  the  campaign.  .  The 
Emperor  wanted  men,  but  thefe  we  could  not  fend  him.  Though 
the  Emperor  had  formerly  ftatcd  thai  he  wanted  iponey,  yet  {landing. 
alone  and  without  our  afliftance,  his  fucccflcs  had  been  far  greatex; 
than  they  were  at  prcfent.  If  he  could  th'nk,  that  voting  the  pre- 
fentfubfidy  would  have  any  influence  in  accelerating  the  period  of 
peace,  he  would  gladly  give  it  his  fupport ;  but  feeing  no  fuch  ten* 
dency,  he  felt  that  he  fhould  not  perform  his  duty  to  his  conftitueots 
and  bis  country,  if  he  were  not  to  oppofe  it  \  and  therefore  he  muft 
give  it  his  decided  negative. 

Mr.  CANNING  faid,  that  from  what  he  had  been  able  to  col- 
l^Q  from  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat 
down,  there  were  three  grounds  on  which  the  oppofition  to  the  vote 
now  propofcd  to  the  Committee  was  attempted  to  be  maintained  :. 
Firft,  that  an  avowed  vigorous  profccution  of  the  war  %yas  not  the 
way  to  arrive  at  peace  ;  fecondly,  that  the  Empipror  had  not  hitberto 
afforded  fuch  a  co-operation  as  juftified  Mihifters  for  haviiig  entered 
into  fuch  engagements  as  thofc  which  were  contained  in,  the  treaty 
upon  the  table,  nor  was  he  in  a  iituation  to  afford  fuch  co-operation 
henceforward  as  would  juftify  the  Houfe  in  fulfilling  them  ;  and 
thirdly,  that  the  prefent  Minifters  were  not  fit  men.  to  make  peace, 
syid  that  any  effort  therefore  for  that  objcdt,  while  they  remaii>ed  in 
office,  muft  be  of  no  avail. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  objeflions,  he  Ihould  fay  but 
little ;  becaufe  he  was  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  Houfe  in  g^eral, 
and  almoft  every  Member  in  it,  muft  feel,  that  even  if  there  were 
no  other  purpofe  for  which  this  vote  was  defirable  but  that  of  ena- 
bling Minifters  to  enter  into  immediate  negotiation  for  peace  with 
greater  advantage,  the  declaration  of  fuch  a  purpofe  in  that  place 
would  be  the  fureft  method  of  occafioning  its  failure;  and  that,  in 
order  to  treat  for  peace  at  any  time  with  a  chance. of  fueccfs9.^i- 
nifters  muft  be,  enabled  to  treat  with  the  means  of  war  in  their 
hands. 

As  to  the  fccond  point,  the  extent  and  value  of  the  co-operation 
already  afiforded  by  the  Emperpr  f\nce  this  treaty  waa  6xA  in  con* 
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remplarton,  and  of  that  which  we  might  ftitl  expeA  from  him,  he 
differed  widely  from  the  hono^fable  gentleman.     The  honourable 
gentleman  argued  folely  on  the  ilTue  of  the  lad  battle  which  had' 
taken  place  in  Italy  ;  and  he  attempted  to  prove  from  it,  not  only 
that  the  whole  of  what  the  Emperor  had  hitherto  done  was  nothing 
worthy  and  that  there  ^s  ftill  lefs  to  be  looked  for  from  him  in 
future,  and  not  only  that  we  ought  therefore  to  refufe  fulfilling  the 
cngagemerits  contradled  with  him,  but  that  Minifters  ought  to  have 
fbrefeen  the  Iflue  ;  and  that  t|]ey  are  therefore  highly  culpable  in 
having  contradled  engagements,  which,  if  they  had  been  poflelfed  of 
fuch  forefight,  they  would  have  known  at  the  time  of  contracting 
them  to  be  wholly  ufelefs  and  extravagant. 

Now,  in  the  firft  place,  it  was  fomewhat  curious  to  conflder  what 
was  the  degree  of  forefight  which  Miniflers  were  arraigned  for  not 
havii^  exercifed  on  this  occalion.     Was  it  that  they  had  not  fore- 
'  jfeen  the  intention  of  Auftrja  to  abandon  the  alliance  in  the  courfc 
of  the  campaign,  or  to  relax  her  efforts,  to  maintain  her  armies  in  a 
ftate  of  inadivity,  and  to  profecute  the  war  in  appearance  only,  not 
in  reality  ?  If  this  had  been  the  condu<5l  of  Auftria,  he  Ihould  have 
underftood  what  was  meant  by  accufing  Miniflers  of  want  of  due 
precaution  and  prudence  ;  bccaufe,  of  the  intentions  of  an  ally,  it 
might  be  argued,  it  vzs  their  bounden  duty  to  inform  themfelvef 
accurately  before  they  committed  the  faith  of  this  country,  or  ha- 
zarded its  wealth  upon  the  alliance.     If  the  armies  of  our  ally^ 
when  put  in  motion,  had  proved  weak  and  inefRcient,  incapable  of 
making  head  againft  the  enemy  to  whom  they  were  oppofed,  and  in 
numbers,  valour,  and  difcipline,  miferably  below  the  point  at  which, 
we  had  been  taught  to  rate  them  ;  this  too  might  be  ground  of  ac- 
cufation  againft  Miniflers,  which  he  could  not  at  leafl  undcrftand  ; 
for  it  might  be  argued  with  fome  appearance  of  jufiice,  that  the  real 
illate  of  the  armies  of  a  power  with  whom  we  confederated,  and 
whom  we  were  engaging  to  fubfidize,  was  ^  niatter  which  it  wais 
the  duty  of  Miniflers  to  afcertain  beyond  douHt,  and  whicH  they  had 
obvious  means  of  afcertaining.     But  was  any  failure  of  this  fort  on 
the  part  of  Auftria  pretended  i  Was  it  argued  or  believed  that  Au- 
iRria  had  (hewn  any  want  of  heart  or  of  ftrength  ?  Had  her  armies 
forfeited  their  ancient  reputation  ?  Had  they  fought  as  if  they  were 
either  unfit  for  action  in  themfelves,  or  rei^rained  by  the  timid  or 
treacherous  policy  of  their  Court  i  Let  that  very  battle,  on  the  iiTue 
of  which  the  fate  of  the  war' was  fuppofed  to  have  turned  ;  let  the 
battle  of  Marengo,  contefied  a^  it  was  with  an  obfUnate  bravery  and 
with  a  variety  of  fortune  which  have  few  parallels  in  hiftory,  bear 
with^fs  that  Auftria  had  not  been  wanting  in  exertion,  and  that  the 
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arms  of  Aaftria  had  loft  nothing  of  their  prowtft  or  of  their  g^toiy ! 
But  no  ;  it  was  the  iflbe  of  this*  very  battle  that  Minifters  ought  to 
have  forefeen  ;  they  ought  to  have  forefeen  that  on  on6  battle  would 
turn  the  fate  of  the  whole  campaign,  and  that  the  iiTue  of  that  battle 
would  be  unfortunate  to  our  ally.  If  fo,  they  ought  to  have  fore- 
feen  what  was  not  forefeen  or  conjeSured  with  conBdence  two  houn 
before  the  final  event  of  that  day,  by  cither  rhofe  who  loft  or 
thofe  who  won  the  battle,  by  General  Melas  or  General^Bonaparte; 
what  up  to  the  very  end  of  the  engagement  was  fo  doubtful,  that 
if  a  courier  had  been  difpatched  from  the  plains  of  Marengo  two 
hours  before  the  conteft  adually  ceafed,  he  would  have  announced 
diie  victory  as  inclining  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  Auftrians  (and  then 
to  be  fure  the  admirable  forefight  of  Minifters  would  have  been  as 
I  willingly  commended  as  the  want  of  it  is  now  juftly  cenfurcd  j :  th^ 
muft  have  forefeen,  not  that  two  armies,  of  force  fo  unequal,  of 
fpirit  fo  ill-matched,  as  to  admit  of  little  ftruggle  for  fuperioritj, 
would  meet  and  decide  without  difSculty  the  pretenfions  of  two 
rival  powers  ;  but  that  the  vidory,  balanced  for  many  hard-fbughi 
hours,  and  at  one  time  almoft  decided  in  favour  of  the  Auftrians, 
would  bjra  fudden  manoeuvre  be  brought  ovei^  to  the  fide  of  the 
enemy  ;  that  at  eight  o'clock  a  body  of  250  French  horfc  would 
break  in  upon  the  triumphant  and  purfuing  Auftrians,  throw  them 
into  confufion,  and  turn  the  fate  of  the  day.  All  this  Miniftcrs 
muft  have  forefeen,  to  be  enabled  to  ad\  upon  their  forefight ;  for 
if  their  fagacity  had  failed  them  an  inftant  before  the  concluOon  of 
the  battle  of  Marengo,  all  the  reft  would  have  gone  only  to  miflead 
them.  And  for  not  forcfeeing  all  this,  they  arc  to  be  condemned 
as  men  utterly  incapable  of  conducing  the  affairs  of  the  country  \ 
as  having  lavilhed  its  trcafure,  acid  pledged  its  good  faith,  and  ha- 
zarded its  fafety,  on  rafti  and  idle  fpeculation  !  So  little  (Mr. 
Canning  faid)  could  he  agree  in  xhjb  juftice  of  thefe  imputations 
on  this  ground^  that  he  was  ready  to  contend,  on  the  contrary,  that 
even  if  they  had  been  poflfeflTcd  of  this  extraordinary  and  preternatu- 
ral power  which  they  were  fo  much  blamed  for  wanting  ;  if  ihey 
could  have  known  that  the  courfe  of  the  Campaign  would  lead  to  a 
iituation  in  which  the  hopes  and  fortunes  of  the  whole  would  be 
ftaked  on  the  iiTuc  of  one  battle  between  the  Auftrian  army  in 
Italy,  and  a  French  army  with  Bonaparte  at  its  head  ;  if  they 
could  havt  forefeen,  not  indeed  that  the  battle  would  be  abfolutely 
loft  by  the  AuArians,  but  that  it  would  be  fearfully  contefted,  and 
that  the  vidlory  would  be  to  be  decided  by  one  of  the  moft  anxious 
and  doubtful  ftruggles  that  ever  took  place;  he  ftiould  fay,  that  with 
all  this  fore-knowledge,  Minifters  would  have  done  wrong  not  to 
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have  puftied  things  to  fuch  a  trial ;  that  they  would  have  done  well 
to  purchafe  at  the  price  of  the  whole  of  the  fubfidy  now  to  be  voted 
fuch  a  chance  for  the  fafety  of  Europe :  for,  fee  what  was  'the  alter- 
native !  If  the  victory  did  not  remain  with  Auihia,  there  was  un* 
doubtcdly  much  to  regret,  and  much  to  repair  ;  there  was  difficulty 
and  danger  to  be  ftruggled  with  by  the  Emperor,  perhaps  now,  aiKi 
^reat  exertions  to  be  made  on  the  part  ot  Great  Britain.  But  j^ut 
the  other  cafe,  and  fuppofe  Bonaparte  defeated  in  thb  one  battle  ; 
and  who  was  there  that  doubted  that  there  would  have  been  an  end 
of  him  and  his  power  ?  To  our  ally»  the  event,  fuch  as  it  had 
turned  out,  was  failure  and  mortification  and  embarrafTment ;  to 
the  enemy  it  would  have  been  utter  deftrudion  ;'  and  it  would  In 
that  cafe  have  brought  about  the  condufion  of  the  war,  in  the  way 
which  would  moft  effedlually  have  fccurcd  the  reftri£lion  of  the , 
power  of  France,  and  the  independence  and  tranquillity  of  the  reft 
of  the  world.  So  far,  therefore,  from  thinking  Minifters  blame- 
able  for  not  having  forefeen  and  avoided  the  hazard  of  the  battle  ' 
of  Marengo,  he  was  ready  to  contend,  that  if  they  could  have  fore- 
feen and  contrived  fuch  a  trial  of  the  fates  and  fortunes  of  the  ofH 
pofing  armies  with  fuch  an  alternative  before  them;  the  event,  even 
as  it  now  appeared,  would  have  juftified  them  in  having  done  fo. 

As  little  could  he  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  opi- 
iiion,  that,  whether  Audria  wetftsrorth  having  or  no  at  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign,  (he'  was  nofiMmh  having  now*;  and  that,  after  hav- 
ing made  thefe  engagemejjjifPnth  her,  we  were  at  liberty  to  retrad  ' 
them.     It  was  faid,  xk^xVt  fum  propofed  would  be  of  no  efficient 
ufe  to  the  Emperor,  whofe  armies  were  deftroyed,  his  dominions 
drained  of  men  and  money,  and  his  whole  power  utterly  exhaufted 
and  broken  down.     It ,  was  Ajgge(led,  that  we  had  not  (igned  the 
treaty,  and  that  there  was  therefore  yet  tim^  for  refuting  to  fulfil  k. 
It  was  even  hinted,  that  the  Emperor  could  nothoneftly  afk  for  the 
fulfilment  of  engagements  C9ntra<Sted  with  him  under  other  tvfit&n 
ations  than  thbfe  of  complete  failure  and  difappointment  \  and 
that  whea  he  applied  for  money  under  fuch  circumf^ances,,  the  ap» 
plication  deferved  to  be  rejedled  in  terms  of  indignity  and  reproach. 
Mr.  Canning  faid,  he  could  not  help  obferving  that  there  appeared 
to  him  fomething  ungenerous  and  illiberal  in  this  way  of  feeing  the 
fubjed.     He  was  not  prepared  to  turn  round  to  an  ally  the  nx)« 
ment  that  ally  became  unfuccefsful,  and  to  addrefs  him  in  the  lan^ 
£uage  fuggefled  by  the  honourable  gentleman's  obfervations  :*  '<  Go} 
we  have  nothing  now  to  fay  to  you  ;  your  claim  upon  us  is  at  an 
end  :  we  made  alliance  with  your  ftrength,  and  you  have  brought 
US  failure }  wa  bai]gained  with  your  hopes,  and  you  have  given  i)» 
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difappointmcnt ;  our  engagements  were  with  your  good  fortune  ; 
we  abjure  all  fellowship  with  your  diftrcfs  I"  Such,  Mr.  Can- 
ning faid,  was  not  the  language  which  he  could  ufe,  nor  the  fend- 
ments  which  he  could  bring  himfelf  to  entertain,  refpedting  an  ally, 
who,  with  whatever  fuccefs,  had  certainly  fought  manfully  by  our 
fide. 

Indeed,  he  could  not  but   feci  fome  furprife  at  the  manner   in 
whieh  gentlemen  feemed  to  think  it  becoming  to  treat  the  Empe- 
ror on  the  prefcnt  occafion.     It  was  not  new,  indeed,  to  find  in  any 
men,  it  was  the  common  feeling  of  our  nature,  a  blind  admiration 
of  fuccefs ;  and  he  had  therefore  heard  without  much  aftontihmcnt 
the  exprefllons  of  admiration  which  (not  on  that  day  he  believed  fo 
much  as  on  a  former  day,  when  he  happened  not  to  be  prefent  at 
the  debate)  gentlemen  had  beftowed  upon  the  Chief  Conful  and  his 
vi6tory.     But  he  had  hoped  that,  whatever  might  be  the  undiflin- 
gui(hing  and  incurable  itifenfibility  by  which  vulgar  minds  are  har- 
dened to  the  perception  of  real  merit)  if  unaccompanied  by  fuccefs  ; 
he  had  hoped  that,  with  liberal  and  intelligent  minds,  though  the 
iirft  impreflion  might  be,  as  it  bad  been,  that  of  a(h)nifhment  and 
admiration  at  the  fortune  of  the  vi6)or,  the  fecond,  and  not  the  lefs 
powerful  nor  lefs  permanent  feeling  would  have  been  that  of  com - 
paflipn  and  juft  praife  to  the  courage,  the  conflancy  and  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  vanquifhed.     He  \^d  thought  that,  even  if  we  had 
been  unconcerned  fpedtators  of  the  great  contell  which  had  been 
carrying  on  in  Italy  ;  if  we  had  merely  read  in  hiftory  of  fuch  events 
as  had  taken  place  there,  and  fuch  a  refult  as  they  had  led  to ;  we 
fhould  i)aturally  have  fympathized  with  misfortune  fo    bravely 
itruggled  againft,  and  fo  manfully  borne.     And  if  fuch  would  have 
been  (he  natural  feeling  in  an  indifferent  cafe,  he  had   imagined 
j(but  in  this  he  found  himfelf  cruelly  miftaken)  that  even  the  crime 
of  being  our  ally,  even  the  difqualification  of  an  united  interefl 
and  a  common  caufc,  would  not  have  been  fufficient  wholly  to  de- 
prive AuAria  of  a  title  to  our  refpcdt  and  compafTion.      He  had 
iitoagined  that,  after  being  hurried  by  the  firft  impulfe  of  their  afio- 
liiOim^nt  to  mix  in  the  mob  that  fhouted  at  the  heels  of  Bonaparte, 

fendcmen  would^  as  foon  as  they  recovered  their  refiedion,  have 
een  eager  to  do  juftlce  to  the  Emperor,  by  abknpwledging  the  for* 
titude  with  which  he  bore  his  reveries,  and  by  doing  all  that  in  them 
lay  to  enable  him  to  repair  them. 

6ut  no  J  the  Emperor  was  to  look  for  no  tu6h  comfort,  no  fuch 
credit  here  :  inflead  of  being  feothed  and  confoled  under  his  misfbr-    i 
tunes,  he  was  to  be  taught  with  reproaches  that  he  did  not  yet  rate 
thenx  fofficiently  high^  that  Kc  wa^  not  aware  of  their  full  extent 
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md  ftMpikf, ;  inftead  of  being  encouraged  to  retrieve  his  Ipflei^ 
aind  receiving  the  promifc  of  a  cordial  afliil^nce,  he  was,  bidden -to 
defpond^and  defpair,  to  confider  his  fortunes,  as  utterly  hopelefs  an4 
irrctrievablcy  and  was  even  taunted  as  an  impodor  and  a  fwindler 
for  propofing  to  us  to  aflift  him  in  the  attempt  to  retrieve  theip. 

No  doubt  the  honourable  gentlemen  muft  know  the  flate  of  the 

Emperor's  affairs  much  better  than  he  did  himfelf.     He  could  no( 

help  feeling*  however,  that  the  Etnperor  s  own  word  wei^t.  fqt 

fomething  in  this  matter.     The  honourable  gentletnan  pur  him  in 

mind  of  a  fcene  in  a  French  comedy,  (he  believed  one  of  Moliere'si) 

where  a  man  is  made  to  believe  that  his  neighbour  is  dead ;  an4 

an  attempt,  not  quite  fo  fuccefsful,  is  afterwards  .made  to  perfoads 

the  reputed  dead  rnan  himfelf  that  he  really  is  fo.-     Prefently  after# 

the  two  neighbours  m<;et  in  the  flreet,  and  the  fuppofed  corpfq 

not  only  avers  himfelf  to  be  alive,  but  actually  propofcs  to  horrom 

money  of  his  friend  ;  the  friend  is  naturally  enough  in  great  iodig*; 

nation  at  fuch  effrontery — "  You  borrow  money,  indeed  !  a  prettjf 

ilory,  truly  !  lend  my  money  to  you  !  why  you  know  you  are  de^  ; 

you  died  yefterday  ;  I  have  it  from  the  bed  authority !  Poor  drar 

Anfelm  !   I  am  truly  forry  for  him  ;  but  dead  you  are  fure  enough^ 

and  you  get  no,  money  of  me  by  pretending  to  be  alive,  I  proroife 

you.''     Such  was  really  very  nearly  the  fubdance  of  the.  dialogue 

which  the  honourable  gentlemen  were  for  holding  with  Au(liia« 

But  he  for  his  part  thought  the  word  of  the  living  man  a  prettyr 

good  anfwcr  to  thofe  who  would  have  believed  hxvfk  dead— and  upon 

nearly  the  fame  principles  he  was  inclined  to  admit  the  evidence  of 

Auilria  in  her  own  behalf,  as  proof  that  fhe  was  not  fo  utterly  undone 

as  the  honourable  gentlemen  would  fain  have  the  Houfe .  believe^ 

and  would,  if  they  could,  perfuadc  Audria  herfelf  to  acknowledge* 

The  tedimony  of  Auftria,  however,  the  honourable  gentleman 
coritended  to  be  rather  fufpicious  on  this  point  ;  becaufe,  faid  the 
honourable  gentleman,  the  Emperor  has  an  intereft  in  deceiving, 
us  ;  he  wants  to  Anger  our  money.  This,  no  doubt,  was  a  faga* 
cious  difcovery  ;  but  furely  in  this  indance  the  f^gacity  was  a  little 
overdrained.  The  money,  as  the  treaty  explained,  was  to  be  paid 
by  indalments,  the  drft  of  which  only  was  now  to  be  made  good  ; 
and  if,  after  receiving  the  fird,  the  Emperor  (hould  fail  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  dipulations,  no  further  payment  would  be  quide.— « 
Where  then-  was  the  rifk  to  this  country  ?  or  what  objed^  could 
Audiia  have  but  that  which  was  fairly  put  forward  ?  If  the  firft 
payment  was  now  made,  would  it  not  be  made  for  work  donei. 
If  General  Melas-had  drawn  the  draft  for  it  in  the  plains  of  Ma* 
teRgo^  would  the  hc^unihle  geod^p^n  haYe  refufcd  tp  pay  it,  ou 
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4he  plea  thsit  we  had  not  had  any  valuable  conflderation  for  onr 
imnej  ?  or,  when  he  confidered  the  exertions  of 'Auftria,  from  dw 
moment  at  which  this  treaty  was  firft  propofedi  to  that  in  which  he 
now  wi{hed  us  to  hefitate  about  completing  it,  would  he  not  feci 
himfelf  compelled  to  acknowledge.that  the  payment,  fo  far  as  was 
now  to  be  demanded,  was  fairly  earned  ?  Befides,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid  in  another  part  of  his  Tpeech,  where  it  fuited 
his  arguments,  and  had  faid  mod  truly,  that  the  whole  of  the  fum 
to  be  furniChed  by  us  by  way  of  fubfidy  was  inconfidemble,  com- 
pared with  the.  general  fcale  of  the  Emperor's  war  expenditure.^ 
See  therefore  what  it  was  that  the  honourable  gentle  nun  imputed 
to  the  Emperor  ;  what  extravagant  and  incredible  folly,  as  well  as 
Wickednefsy  when  he  reprefented  him  as  purchafing  our  fubfidy  at 
an  exp^nce  which  muft  fwallow  up,  not  the  amount  of  it  only,  bar 
Cbe  whole  of  the  revenues  of  his  own  dominions  into  the  bargain  ; 
as  exhauitihg  the  blood  of  his  (ubjedts,  and  expofing  his  very  capital 
to  imminent  danger;  merely— for  what?  that  he  might  cheat  Great 
Britain  of  a  fum  of  money  !  Was  there  fenfe  or  probability  in  this 
policy?  Was.it  pofTible  that  any   government  or  any  individual 
wou!d  play  fuch  a  game   for  fuch  a  prize — would  hazard   their 
whole  fortune,  nay  their  very  exiftence,  in  order  to  have,  not  the 
pofleflfiQn,  but  the  difpofal  of  a  few  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  be 
fwindled  from  a  friend  ?  And  even  if  fuch  were  the  unaccountable 
madnefs  of  our  ally,  did  not  the  paying  by  inftalments  give  us  ar 
fufficient  power  to  difappoint  fo  abfurd  a  delign  the  moment  diiat  it 
ifliewed  itfelf  ? 

The  remaining  objection  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  one- 
that  applied  more  largelyr  not  to  this  fubfidy  only,  but  to  every 
meafure^that  went  in  any  degree  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
fent  Minifters,  either  for  the  profceution  of  the  war,  or  for  the  nego- 
tiation of  peace.  The  honourable  gentleman  gave  it  as  his  decided* 
opinion  that  the  prefent  Miniftcrs  had  utterly  difqualified  themfelves 
for  condut^ing  the  war  to  an  honourable  termination,  and  even  for 
treating  for  peace  « ith  a  Government,  at  the  head  of  which  is  a 
man  whom,  as  the  phrafe  is,  they  had  abufed  fo  grofsly  :  Bona- 
parte could  never  be  expected  to  liften  with  patience  to  the  propofals 
which  fuch  men  might  offer  to  him,  or  to  offer  them  any  terms 
but  fuch  as  it  would  be  difgraceful  and  difaftrous  for  the  country  to 
accept.  Mr.  Canning  faid,  that  as  he  was  himfelf  no  panegyiid  of 
Boniparte,  he  was  ndt  interefied  in  refuting  this  calumny  upon  his 
charaiS^er,  which  his  admirers  were  unaccountably  (as  he  thought)  fo 
forward  in  throwing  upon  it.  He  was  not  the  pcrfon  to  proclaim 
Bonapatte.  as  a  hero^  excelling  in  every  great  quality  of  the  xnindaU* 
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tiiofe  who  have  goite  before  him  in  ancient  or  modem  rimel ;  but 
if  he  had  been  foch  an  enthufiaft  in  hiftadmiracion  of  Bohapafte,he 
ihould  have  felt  it  rather  awkward  to  mix  wkh  thcfe  praifes  an  im*' 
putation  of  fuch  meannefs,  fach  littlchefs  of  feeling,  of  fuch  a  poor, 
creeping,  ptifillanimous  fpirit,  as  was  implied  by  fajing;  **  this  great 
man,  with  ai!  his  magnanimity,  has  one  trifling  peculiarity :  he 
cannot  bear  to  be  fpoken  of  with  difrefpeft ;  he  never  treats  with 
any  Government  who  have  talked  lightly  of  his  character  and  con^ 
dudl  ;  it  is  a  rule  with  him  not  to  do  fo  ;  rather  than  conclude  a 
peace  with  fuch  men,  he  will  continue  the  ravages  of  war,  the  dif- 
trcfs  of  his  own  country,  the  interruption  of  the  happinefs  of  private 
families,  all  of  which  he  has  himfclf  told  us  he  naturally  wifhes  to 
avoid  more  than  any  other  man  alive  ;  but  he  will  continue  them 
for  ever  rather  than  negotiate  with  men  who  have  fpoken  ill  of 
him  !"  How  far  this  might  be  the  charaSer  and  feeling  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  thofe  who  mod  admired  him  were  bed  qualified 
to  tell. 

For  my  own  part  (faid  Mr.  Canning),  having  taken  fome  fliare 
in  former  debates,  in  which  that  which  is  called  /7^2(/V  of  Boijaparte 
was  neceffarily  introduced,  I  am  not  forry  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  faying  a  very  few  words  upon  this  fubjeft,  efpecially  as  I'undcr- 
fhind  that,  befide  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
to-night,  much  more  has  lately  been  faid  in  this  place  (which  I  ^ad 
not  the  good  fortune  to  hear)  of  the  unmanlinefs  of  the  attacks 
which  were  made  on  the  charadler  of  the  Firft  Conful  at  the  period 
when  his  overtures  for  negotiation  were  declined  by  this  Govern* 
mcntj  and  of  the  Ihame  which  thofe  who  had  any  part  in  this  lan-^ 
guage  are  now  fuppofed  to  take  to  themfelves,  and  the  anxiety 
which  it  is  apprehended  they  muft  feel  to  retradl  and  difavow  all 
that  they  then  fo  rafhly  and  illiberally  uttered.  Now,  Sir,  as  I 
feel  no  fort  of  fhame,  and  entertain  not  the  fmalleft  difpofition  to 
retrad)  any  thing  that  was  then  faid,  I  wifh  to  explain  the  prin-- 
ciples  upon  which  I  fpoke,  aad  upon  which  I  now  maintain  what- 
ever I  did  then  fay.  I  do-not  know  whether  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman will  quite  underdand  me,  becaufc  I  do  not  know  that  we 
fet  out  to  argue  this  matter  from  the  fame  principle  ;  and  if  not, 
there  is  no  hope  of  our  coming  to  any  undcrftanding.  My  prin- 
ciple. Sir,  is  limply  this  :  There  is  but  one  thing,  which  I  never 
wiAi  to  forbear  fpcaking  when  called  upon,  and  which,  having 
fpoken,  I  can  at  no  time  feel  afhamed  of,  nor  confent  to  difavow» 
retradl,  or  qualify  ;  and  that  is  the  truth.  If  what  was  faid  of 
Bonaparte  was  untrue,  that  is  ah  accufation  of  which  I  know  the 
'meaning,, and  which;  if  need  be,  I  am  prepared  to  argue. '  But  if 
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k  was  tiue,  t  confeft  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  ooocdve  where  the  fhams 
liest  or  where  the  neceffirj  fdr  oontradiding  it.  If  indeed  the  na* 
tosrc  and  eflcnce  of  truth  were  capable  of  beingaltered  by  fubfequent 
events,  there  might  be  fame  call  for  caution  in  uttering  it,  and 
there  might  be  fome  room  for  qualification  afterwards.  But  if  this 
be  not  the  cafe,  I  really  do  not  comprehend  what  is  meant  bj 
defiring  us,  who  iaid  what  we  thought  of  Bonaparte's,  paft  adions 
at  the  time  when  we  were  called  upon  to  examine  them,  and  who 
fiill  think  precifely  what  we  (aid  of  thtm,  to  take  any  {hame  to  oar* 
felves  for  our  language.  I  at  lead  ftill  think  as  I  then  thought ; 
and  I  do  not  fee  what  ground  the  events  of  the  laft  campaign  can 
furnifli  for  changing  my  opinion.  If,  for  inftance,  in  Bonaparte's 
invaiion  of  Egypt  (for  th:it  was.  one  of  the  points  more  panicularlj 
brought  forward  in  thefe  difcuflions},  there  was  treacbeiy  and  fraod  ; 
if^  in  his  condufi  towards  its  inhabitants,  there  was  unprovoked 
qruelty ;  if,  in  his  aflumpcion  of  the  turbant  there  was  iminous  by- 
pocrify;  I  called  thefe  qualities  by  their  name:  I  call  them  (b  ftill ; 
and  I  iay  thar  this  hypocrify^  this  cruelty,  and  this  fraijd,  have  left 
indelible  ftains  upon  his  charafier,  which  all  the  laurels  of  Maren^ 
cannot  cover,  nor  all  its  blood  wa(h  away.  I  know.  Sir,  diere  is 
a  cautious,  cowardly,  baftard  morality,  which  afliraies  the  garb  and 
tone  of  wifdom,  and  which  prefcribes  to  you  to  live  with  an  enemy 
lis  if  he  were  one  day  to  become  your  friend— «I  diftruft  this  doc- 
trine for  one  reafon,  becaufe  I  fear  the  fame  mind  which  could  pride 
itfelf  on  adopting  it,  would  be  capable  of  entertaining  the  dofirine 
which  is  the  converfe  of  it,  and  would  prefcribe  living  with  a  friend 
as  if  he  were  one  day  to  become  an  enemy.  If  this  be  wifdom,  I 
do  not  boaA  it ;  I  ^  can  only  fay,  Heaven  grant  me  a  hoft  of  fuch 
enemies,  rather  than  one  fuch  friend  ! 

'<  So  much,  Sir,  as  to  the  moral  queftion  upon  this  point.  Bat 
then,  as  to  the  pra£lical  refult,  what  is  it  that  gendemen  arc  afraid 
of  ?  Do  they  ferioufly  apprehend,  that  with  fuch  declared  opinions 
of  Bonaparte's  perfonal  charadler,  Minifters  can  never  treat  with 
him  ?  Nothing  furely  can  be  more  vilionary  than  fuch  an  appre* 
henfion.  If  the  nation  with  whonkwe  are  at  war,  thinking  (I 
fuppofe)  for  rcafons  of  its  own,  more  favourably  of  his  charaSer, 
or  for  whatever  other  reafon,  chufe  to  make  this  man  the  depofitary 
of  the  power  of  the  State,  and  the  organ  of  its  intercourfe  with  fo- 
reign powers,  Miniflcrs  may  lament^— *they  may  be  furprifed  at 
fuch  a  choice  ;  but  where  did  gentlemen  learn,  that  between  thcfc 
Minifters,  and  a  Government  whofe  chara6!er  and  principles  they 
difapproved,  there  could  be  no  treaty  ?  Not  from  the  experience  of 
the  prefcm  war  i  for  in  the  time  of  the  good  old  Dirc^ory,  what 
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floods  of  abufc  were  poured  upon  our  Minlfters  from  the  reading! 
defks  of  the  Aflfemblies  !  and  yet  I  never  heard  this  urged  as  an 
impediment  to  treaty,  either  on  the  part  of  France  or  of  this  country.' 
Vot  from  the  hiftory  of  farmer  wars ;  for  in  the  wars  againft 
Louis  XIV.  the  addrefliis  carried  up  from  this  and  the  other  Houfc 
of  Parliament,  nay  theTacred  lips  which  fpoke  from  the  throne  of 
this  kingdom,  breathed  ftronger  inveAives  againf^  that  Monarch  thani 
are  to  be  foun^d  in  any  of  the  date  papers  fo  much  complained  of  for 
theharfiinefs  of  their  language  towards  Bonaparte  ;  and  yet  I  never 
heard  that  thefe  juft  invedives  were  confidercd  as  throwing  any  ob- 
llacte  in  the  way  of  negotiation  ;  or  that,  when  the  time  of  negoti- 
ation came,  the  conclufion  of  peace  was  in  h&  retarded  by  them. 
But  perhaps  there  may  be  fome  diftinAion  to  be  taken  ;  perhaps 
die  dignity  of  a  lawful  Sovereign  will  bear  without  wincing  rougher 
language  than  that  with  which  it  is  decent  or  delicate  to  tickle  the 
ears  of  an  ufurper.' 

But  neither.  Sir,  was  the  attack  upon  the  charaAer  of  Bonaparte 
a  wanton  and  tmprovoked  attack,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  reprefent  it.  When  Bonaparte  challenged  us  to  acknowledge 
and  ad  upon  the  ftability  of  his  Government  before  it  was  three 
days  old,  we  doubted,  as  well  we  might,  the  ftability  of  fuch  a 
Government,  and  thought  alt  probabilities  againft  it.  To  clear  up 
our  doubts,  he  referred  ua  to  his  perfoital  charader,  as  the  pledge 
both  for  the  permanency  of  his  power,  and  for  the  ufe  which  he 
would  make  of  it.  What  were  we  to  do  ?  to  acquiefce,  without 
eiamination,  in  what  we  Heartily  and  in  our  .confciences  diA)e- 
Ileved  i  or  to  examine  the  value  of  the  pledge  which  was  bflPeied 
us,  and  to  give  our  reafons  for  not  beitig  willing  to  accept  it  ? 
We  preferretl  the  latter  alternative,  as  in  fiirnefs  and  in  common 
fenie  we  were  compelled  to  do.  What  ground  then  had  wc  to 
eftimate  Bonaparte's  perfonal  chancer,  but  his  paft  anions  ?— • 
Thefe,  therefore,  we  were  obliged  to  fcrutinize  ;  in  icrutinixing 
them  we  were  ftruck  with  their  deformity  ;  and  that  deformity  we 
were  obliged  to  expofe  to  the  world  as  a  juftification  of  our  own 
conduct. 

If  the  event  has  oontradided  the  expefhitions  which  it  was  na- 
tclial  to  form  under  the  circumftances  of  the  time  ;  if  the  exrraor* 
dinary,  and  certainly  unlooked-for  fuccefles  of  the  campaign  have 
given  ftability  to  Bonaparte's  power  (for  the  prefent,  at  leaft — what- 
ever may  and  muft,  in  all  human  probability j,  be  the  ultimate  fate 
of  a  power  fo  acquired,  and  refting  on  fuch  foundations) ;  if  the 
battle  of  Marengo,  though  it  did  not  overthrow  Auftria,  has  fubju- 
glted  Fnoce  >  undoubtedly  this  change  of  circumftances  may  au« 

^H  a 
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^horizc  and  warrant  a  change  of  policf  ;  and  fuppofii^-tfae  dme 
^o  arrive  when  negotiation  may  be  in  other  refpeds  proper,  un- 
doubtedly (fpeaking  my  own  individual  opinion}  I  (hould  fay  chat 
the  queftion  of  Bonaparte's  power  would  not  now  Qand,  as  it  before 
did  moft  neccflfarily  Aand,  in  the  way  of  negotiation. 

It  is  indeed  not  furprifing  that  fomc  gentknien  (hould  wi(h  ux 
inculcate  the  apprehenlioni  that  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  peace 
cxifts  in  the  perfonal  refentment  and  perfonal  antipathy  between  £o« 
naparte  and  the  prefent  MioiAers  of  this  country  ;  as  the  obvious 
cur«  for  fuch  an  incompetency  on  the  part  of  Minifters  here  would 
be  to  remove  them.  And  I  have  been  told  that  the  proper  fleps 
have  already  been  taken  in  this  Houfe  to  advertife  for  the  fucceflion 
to  then).  The  ufual  and  approved  method  on  thefe  occafions  is,  I 
believe,  fpr  a  gentleman  to  contend  with  all  his  might  for  the  ne- 
eeflity  of  a  change  \  and^  while  he  argues  that  fitter  men  mufi  be 
found  to  replace  the  prefent  MiniOers,  to  difclaim  for  himfcif  any 
pretenfioB  or  wi(h  to  be  fcledled  <for  that  purpofe.  Hereupon  the 
Houfe  is  exped^ed  to  exprcfs,  by  fome  token  of  acquiefcence,  its  ap- 
probation of  the  change,  and  itsdiflent  frum  the  felf-difqualificatioa 
of  the  propofcr.  And  *'  upon  this  hint  he  fpeaks  ;"  but  this  hint, 
I  am  told,  the  Houfe  unluckily  did  not  give  on  the  occaiion  to 
which  I  allude.  The  change  was  propofed  ;  the  expediency  of 
fpeedy  new  appointments  fuggeAed  ;  the  felf  difqualification 
stated  :  but,  all  this  while,  the  Houfe  did  not  appear  to  be  at  ail 
moved  ;  and  fo  the  thing  fell  flat  ;  and^  for  the  prefent  at  Icaft,  no 
change  of  Miniftcrs  feems  to  be  required. 

The  one  plain  quedion  now  before  the  Houfe  is,  whether  or  no 
they  will  enable  thufe  Minifters,  while  they  have  the.coaduS  of 
afiair^,  to  condq^t  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  make  either  war 
vigorous,  or  peace  attainable  ?  or  whether,  by  tlie  refufal  to  faadion 
the  engagements  which  they  have  entered  into  with  our  ally,  who 
has  certainly  fought  the  battle  manfully  during  this  campaign,  and 
who  declares  himfelf  Hill  ready  to  perfeverc  in  our  alliance,  Minif* 
ters  are  to  be  difabled  from  either  continuing  the  war  with  efiefi,or 
Ticgotiating  with  credit  or  advantage  ?  It  is  for  this  Houfe  to  con* 
fider,  whether  the  intercAs  of  the  country  will  be  bed  promoted,  its 
charadter  bed  maintained,  and  an  honourable  peace  ultimately  beft 
fecur^d,  by  breaking  our  engagements,  by  flackenitig  our  exertions  \ 
by  giving  proofs  of  bad  faith,  cowardice,  and  punilaniffuty  ;  by 
turning  our  back  upon  our  ally,  and  refigning  ourfelvcs  to  a  blind 
and  dupid  admirati(>n  of  the  prowefs  and  fortunes  of  our  enemy  ; 
or  by  iulfilliog  our  engagements  in  the  (ame  fpirit  in  which  they 
were  contracted  ^  by  fumiihing  the  means  of  carrying  on  Che  war 
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3irith  vigour,  in /order  that  we  may  meet  the  hour  of-  negotiation 
with  dignity  and  confidence  in  ourfelves  ;  and  by  determining  thatp 
in  whatever  event,  we  m\\  havenochidg  to  lay  to  our  own  qharge  ; 
that  we  will  fecure  under  all  circumltances  the  consolation  that  we 
have  not  been  wanting  to  ourfelves  or  to  others  >  and  that,  while  we 
have  provided  moft  cfFedlually  for  our  own  fjfcty  and  honour,  we 
have  at  the  fame  time  done  all  in  our  power  to  aflfbrd  to  the  other 
States  of  Europe  the  meaivs  of  maintaining  their  focurity  and  inde- 
pendence ? 

One  word,  and  only  one  word  more,  upon  a  part  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  fpeech,  which  I  had  nearly  overlooked  :  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  tells  us  that  Great  Britain  i)^  become,  by  the 
folly  of  her  prefent  Minifters,  the  dupe  6f  vaoi\  of  tlie  powers  on  the 
Continent,  and  the  laughing-Aock  of  them  all.  I  would  anfwcr 
this  from  another  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  ia 
which  he  aifo  tells  us  (and  it  was  fome  comfort  to  hear  it),  that  fuch 
is  the  envy  which  the  (ituation  of  this  country  has  excited  through- 
out Europe,  that  we  are  in  imminent  danger  from  a  confederacy^ 
formed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  reducing  our  exorbitant  power  and 
greatnefs.  Now,  Sir,  how  both  thefe  things  can  be  true,  I  am  at 
a  lofs  to  conceive*  Contempt  and  envy  do  not  ufually  exid  t9g<;^ 
ther  with  refpeA  to  the  fame  cbjeSt,  But  if  they  be  both  true,  and 
if  the  effed  of  the  mifgovemment  of  Minifters  has  been  only  to 
increafe  the  power  and  profperity  of  the  country  ;  if,  through  their 
blunders,  we  have  been  duped  into  wealth,  and  deceived  into  a^ran- 
dizement ;  if  we  have  been  deluded  and  mifled  into  a  degree  of 
greatnefs  and  power  which  excites  the  jeaioufy  of  our  deluders; 
hzppy  is  that  country  whofe  mifcondu£l  turns  out  (0  fortunately  (at 
itfelf  i  and  long  may  fuch  mifcondudl,  if  fuch  be  its  confequences^ 
continue.-— A^//^,  mehercuk^  cum  ijiis  errart^  quam  cum  aliis  re  A 
fenfire  ! 

Mr.  NICHOLS  faid,  the  fcarcity  of  money  liable  to  be  created 
by  fending  two  millions  of  fpecie  out  of  the  country  might  t>e  a  fe- 
nous  inconvenience,  particularly  at  this  time,  when,  if  the  importa- 
tion of  corn  was  as  great  as  it  had  been,  and  perhaps  ought  to  be 
now,  the  money  wanted  for  that  pui^fe  would  be  no  lefs  than  fix 
millions*  The  country  had  been  brought  into  very  defperate  cir- 
cumAances,  from  which  he  heartily  wiflied  to  fee  it  refcued ;  and 
Aould  it  l>e  relcued,  he  would  call  it  a  fortunate  and  highly- favoured 
country  indeed!  Peace  was  all  that  was  wanted  ;  and  if  attained,  he 
did  think  the  affairs  of  the  country  might  be  gradually  retrieved* 
Seeing  things  in  this  light,  he  could  not  but  approve  of  the  fub- 
fidy }  and  he  would  mention  a  few  of  his  reafons  for  fo  doing*  He 
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conlidered  the  fiibfidy  as  voted  to  the  Emperor  to  retain  him^s  our 
ally  in  a  negotiation  which  muft  fpeedily  take  place,  lince  tfie  ob^ 
je^  of  the  war,  in  the  opinion  of  every  fenflble  man,  were  now  ter* 
minated.  Whatever  it  was  here  called,  whether  by  the  name  of 
the  abolition  of  jacobinifm,  or  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  Bourbons, 
every  fuch  idea  was  now  abandoned.  On  the  part  of  France  every 
thing  wi(hed  for  was  obtained.  The  hereditary  nobility  were  de- 
ftroyed  or  baniflied.  The  French  had  the  government  they  withed, 
and  peace  was  now  their  only  defire.  He  voted  therefore  for  the 
foblidy,  fedng  this  jundure  of  affairs  tending  (Entirely  to  peace.  It 
was  true  the  Minifter  had  faid  nothing  of  negotiation,  and  this  he 
thought  wife.  This  was  a  difpofitlon  which  ought  to  be  concealed. 
The  Minifter,  he  thought,  had  fenfe  to  fee  that  nothing  but  peace 
would  fave  the  country,  and  integrity  enough  to  feek  it.  Deby, 
however,  in  the  attainment  of  this  defirable  objeA,  iboald  be 
avoided.  The  honourable  member  did  not  fee  why  the  Mtnifter 
oould  not  make  peace ;  no  objefiion  on  the  part  of  France  to  treat 
with  him  had  been  evinced.  Even  all  His  Majefly*s  Minifters 
were,  he  thought,  defirous  of  peace,  except  thoTe  y/fho  were  the 
difciples  of  Burke.  Bellam  ifitenitcinum  was  their  cry,  till  the 
fleftoration  of  the  antient  regime  and  nobleffe  of  France.  This,  he 
was  affured,  was  not  the  objedt  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
He  had  th^  penetration  to  fee,  that  nothing  but  peace  would  fave 
the  country  ;  and  on  this  occafion,  therefore,  he  ought  to  be  fup- 
ported.  Bonaparte,  alfo  a  man  poffeflcd  of  a  great  and  penetrating 
mind,  could  fee  that  Frai\ce,  polTefled  of  every  object  for  which 
ihe  fought,  at  length  (ighcd  for  peace  :  he  was  therefore  ready  to 
meet  the  firft  offers  of  this  country  to  that  effeA.  So  clear  was  the 
duty  of  Minifters,  that  if  after  the  enfutng  recefs  they  did  not  meet 
Parliament  with  peace,  they  would  be  open  to  the  jufteft  cenfure. 
The  country  required  it ;  and  without  it,  he  did  not  think  our  in« 
Altutions,  either  in  Church  or  State,  however  good  and  venerable, 
coidd  long  fubfift.  The  diftrefs  of  the  country  was  very  grcat^ 
though  little  thought  of  bv  thofe  who  lived  in  the  metropolis.  If 
an  advantageous  peace  was  to  be  made,  it  muft  be  in  coi^undion 
with  Auftrla ;  he  (hould  therefore  vote  for  the  fubfidy. 

The  queftion  was  then  called  for,  when  the  following  refolutfens 
were  read : 

^*  Refolved,  That  a  further  fum,  not  exceeding  1,500,000!.  be 
granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  fulfil  the  engagements  which  His  Ma* 
jefty  has  entered  into  with  the  Emperor  of  Germany* 

**  Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  545,494.1.  be  granted 
to  His  Majefty,  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  make  good  fuch  fuma  as 
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have  or  will  beettmediie  in  the  courfe  of  the  pitftnt  yeVf  in  oonfe- 
quencc  of  eng^ments  with  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia;* 

''  Refolvedy  That  afuni>  not  exceeding  69 7I.  *]%.  be  granted  tm 
His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the  Jike  fum  which  has  been  iflfued  to 
William  Chinnery,  Efq.  at  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  out  of 
His  Majetly's  civil-lift  revenues,  to  be  by  him  paid  over  to  Mrs. 
Matthews  for  copper  coin,  provided  by  her  for  the  ufc  of  the  fettle- 
ment  of  New  South  Wales,  and  which  has  not  been  made  good 
by  Parliament. 

<'  Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not*  exceeding  797I.  lis.  6d.  be 
granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been 
iffued  to  Meflrs.  Colquhoun  and  Harriot,  at  the  receipt  uf  the  ex«* 
chequer,  out  of  HisMajefty's  civil- lift  revenues,  for  defraying  the 
cxpences  of  a  police-office  at  Waf ping,  and  which  has  i\u  been 
made  good  by  Parliament.    . 

'*  Refolvcd,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  6S0I.  i8s.  be  granted 
to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  IfTued 
to  George  Brown,  Efq.  at  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  out  of  His 
Majefty's  civil-li(f  revenues,  for  furvcying  roads  in  North  Britain^ 
and  which  has  not  been  made  good  by  Parliament. 

''  Refolvcd,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  827I.  las.  })e  granted 
to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  iffued  to 
^nard  Cobbe,  Efq.  at  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  out  of  His 
Majefty's  civil-lift  revenues,  for  an  additional  allowaiKe  to  clerks 
in  the  office  for  auditing  the  public  accounts^  and  wbicb  has  no( 
)>een  made  good  by  Parliament. 

."  Refolved,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  1 7  5I.  1 5s.  o^.  be 
gianted  to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been 
iffued  to  William  Chinnery,  Efq.  at  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer^ 
out  of  His  Majefty's  civiMift  revenues,  on  accbunt  of  expences  of 
die  fettlement  of  New  South  Wales,  and  to  difchaxge  bills  ibr 
ftationary  for  public  fervice  at  Norfolk  Ifland  and  New  South 
Wales,  and  which  has  not  been  made  good  by  Parliament. 

**  Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  37  ol.  9s.  6d.  begnmttd 
to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  iffiied,  ai 
fht  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  out  of  His  Majefty's  civil-lift  reve* 
siues»  to  the  clerks  of  the  Houfe  of  Commops  for  attendance  dn 
public  committees,  and  which  has  not  been  made  good  by  Par** 
liament. 

*<  Refolved,  Thatafuiii,  not  exceeding  25 50I.  be  granted  ta 
His  Majefty,  to  be  iffued  to  the  executors  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Chambers,  to  enable  therii  to  difcharge  fundry  bills  remainii)g  due 
t9  different  workmqi  for  work  done  at  Somerfet  Place* 
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**  Rcftdv«dy  That  a  futn,  not  exceeding  lo^tt.  i8s,  6d*  be 
granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  make  good  the  fees  paid  on  the  receipt 
of  4i»4oo].  voted  in  the  prefent  feffion  of  Parliament,  as  com* 
penfation  to  feveral  perfons  for  their  lofles  in  confequence  of  the 
deitrudion  of  certain  (hips  and  their  cargoes  from  Mogadon 

'<  Refoived,  Thac  a  fum,  not  exceeding  30,000!.  be  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  to  difchaige  bills  drawn  from  New  South  Wales,  and 
which  will  become  due  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1 8oo. 

'*  Refolved,  Thatafum,  not  exceeding  50|OOol.  be  granted  to 
His  MajeAy  towards  liquidating  the  demands  of  the  St.  Domingo 
elaimants. 

•*  Kcfolyedi  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  loool.  be  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  to  difcharge  the  demands  outftanding  for  balances  of 
accounts  for  furveys,  &c.  made  by  diredtion  of  the  late  connnif- 
iioners  for  inquiring  into  the  Aate  of  the  woods  and  foreffs. 

**  Refolvedy  That  a  fum>  not  exceeding  1024U  4s.  3d.  be 
granted  to  His  Majefty,  to  defray  the  expence  of  printing  the 
Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

•*  Refolvedi  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  3000I.  be  granted  to 
His  Majefty  towards  enabling  the  truftees  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum 
to  carry  on  the  execution  of  the  trufts  repofcd  in  them  by  Par- 
liament. 

**  Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  3000I.  be  granted  ti> 
His  Majefty,  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  for  the  icrvice  of  the 
year  1800.  * 

<*  Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  5000I.  bo  granted  to 
His  MajcAy,  to  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Merchants  of  England  trading  into  ttic  Levant  Seas,  to  be  applied 
in  aflifting  the  faid  company  in  carrying  on  their  trade. 

"  Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  1500I.  be  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  to  be  applied  in  fupport  of  an  inftitutlon  called  The 
Veterinary  College,  for  the  year  1 860. 

"  Refolved,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  2o,oool.  be  granted  to 
His  M^jefty,  to  be  employed  in  repairing,  maintaining  and  fop- 
porting  thp  Bridfh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coad  of  Africa. 

^  Refolved^  That  a  fum»  not  exceeding  4000I.  be  granted  to 
His  Majcfty  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  civil  eftablifhmcnt  at 
Sierra  Leone,  for  one  year,  to  the  31ft  day  of  December  1800. 

**  Reiblvcd,  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  loooI.  be  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  to  be  paid  ta  Mr.  John  Davis,  upon  his  jnaktng  a 
proper  difcovery,  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  of  his  method  of  clean- 
ing and  purifying  wheat  damaged  by  fmut,  and  rendering  it  fit  for 
the  fgod  of  man,** 
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Oif  the  reading  of  the  refolutibn  refpcAing  Somerfet  Place> 

Mr.  MARTIN  obferved,  that  as  the  public  money  was  paid  for 
keeping  the  terrace  at  Somerfet  Houfe  in  order,  the  public  had  cer- 
tainly a  right  to  amufe  themfelves  by  walking  there ;  but  .he  found 
they  were  excluded  from  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fald,  the  vicinity  of  the  public  offices 
made  fuch  a  precaution  abfolutely  neceflfary. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  there  was  another  vote  to  be 
propofed  to  the  Committee ;  but  as  the  meflage  from  His  Majei^y 
bad  only  been  brought  down  that  day,  it  would  not  be  quite  regular 
to  propofe  it  then — He  meant  the  vote  of  credit  for  1,400,0001. ; 
and  this  he  would  propofe  to  the  Committee  on  Monday,  when  he 
(hould  move  for  it  to  fit  again. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moved,  that  the  report  of  the  .Committee 
of  Supply  be  received  to-morrow.— Agreed. 

The  Houfe,  on  the  order  of  the  day,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.BRAGGE  (according  to  order)  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  t»  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider 
further  of  ways  and  means  for  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majefty,  the  refolutions  which  the  Committee  had  diredcd  him  to 
report  to  the  Houfe  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  were  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe,  as  followeth,  viz. 

**  Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Ma- 
jefty, the  fum  of  3,500,0001.  be  raifcd  by  loans  or  exchequer  bilU, 
to  be  charged  oa  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  feffion  of 
Parliament. 

**  Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  3,000,000!.  be  raifcd  by  loans  or  exchequer 
bills,  to  be  charged  on  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  feffion 
of  Parliament. 

**  Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  Hif 
Majefty,  the  further  fum  of  3,000,000!.  be  raifcd  by  loans  or  ex- 
chequer bills,  to  be  charged  on  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 
next  fcflTion  of  Parliament." 

Ordered,  That  bills  be  brought  in  upon  the  faid  refolutions  ^ 
and  that  Mr.  Bragge,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  John 
Smyth,  Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Pybus,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr. 
Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Rofe,  and  Mr.  Long,  do  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  fame. 
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'  The  Hdufe  was  rcfumed,  ^nd  the  report  or<kred  to  be  received 
to*  morrow. 

Sahtrday^  July  19. 

■ 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  the  report  of  the  refoludons  of  tht 
Committee  of  Supply,  which  was  read : 

The  refolution  by  which  40  00 1,  was  granted  for  the  fupport  of 
the  cQablifbmcntof  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  was  objected  to  by 
Mr.  Dent,  alleging,  that  the  Company  was  not  now  entitled  to 
fuch  a  grant ;  that  much  money  had  hitherto  been  throi^n  away  on 
it. without  efFedl ;  and  that  fome  documents  fhould  be  produced, 
i!hewing  the  claims  of  that  Company  to  further  protection  and  en- 
couragement. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  not  fee  why  the  Sierr ^ 
Leone  Company  was  not  as  well  entitled  to  that  encouragement  as 
any  other  ifociety.  It  was  much  more  fo,  in  his  opinion,  than  any 
other  upon  the  coaft  of  Africa.  ' 

Mr.  DENT  perfided  in  faying,  that  no  proof  of  its  utility  ck« 
Ifted  at  all ;  and  oppofed  the  grant. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  infifted,  that  it  anfwcrcd  the  moft  ex- 
Ccllent  of  all  purpofes ;  and  among  others  might  be  ftated  its  charge 
and  management  of  12,000  blacks  in  the  Briti(h  fervice,  from 
.  Kova  Scotia,  at  its  own  expence  ;  a  charge  which  muft,  a?  a  bur- 
then, fall  upon  this  country,  unlefs  the  Company  fuftained  it :  this 
entitled  that  C^aipany  to  Parliarhehtary  aid ;  and  as  fuch,  he  (hould 
vote  for  the  refolution. 

Mt.  long  faid,  that  the  accounts  of  the  Company  wcr€  rcgu« 
larly  prefented  to  the  Houfe ;  and  that  the  character,  motives  and 
ultimate  objc(5is  of  them  were  apparent,  and  furnifhed  ample  docu*  ' 
ments  for  the  Houfe  to  judge  upon.     The  xefolutions  were  read 
through,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  then  brought  up  the  report  of  the. Committee  of 
Wayii  and  Means.  The  refolutions  granting  the  refpedive  fums  of 
ihree  millions,  three  millions  and  a  half,  and  three  millions,  to  be 
faifed  by  loans  to  be  charged  6n  the  fird  aids  granted  in  the  next 
felllon  of  I^ariiament,  were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered. 

The  bill  fdr  granting  a  (upply  to  tiis  Maje(ty  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  '•'That  an  humble  addrcfs  be 
prefented  to  His  Majefiy,  praying  that  he  would  give,  direfiions, 
that  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  iifued  by  the  governor  of  Surinam 
on  the  rSth  of  Februairy  la(l,  and  of  the  reprefentations  thetcoOy 
flipukl  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.*—  Ordered. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

/ 

I 

Monday^  Julyll* 

Their  Lordfhips  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day  on  which 
they  were  fummoned,  being  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Flour  an4 
Bread  Company  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  rofc,  and,  after  adverting^  to  the 
(ituacion  ih  which  the  public  office  which  he  had  the  honour  to  hold 
had  placed  him  with  refpeft  to  the  bill,  obferved,  that  one  of  the 
chief  views  in  which  the  meafure  in  queftion  fliould  be  confidered, 
was  in  regard  to  the  very  important  one  of  the  fudenance  of  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people.  On  this  head,  his  Lordfhip  entered 
into  a  variety  of  calculations  and  details.  With  regard  to  the  fupply 
drawn  from  foreign  countrieSi  he  ftated|  that  there  was  imported, 
lyithin  a  given  period,  into  this  country,  an  aggregate  of  893,302 
quarters  of  wheat,  which  vad  quantity  of  corn  was  equal  in  value 
to  a  fum  exceeding  five  millions  Aerling ;  and,  extraordinary  as  it 
might  appear,  he  could  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  in  the  courfe  of  one 
year,  there  was  paid  for  this  necefTary  article  of  the  fuftenance  of  the 
people  of  the  country,  the  fum  of  5,606,000!.  A  drain  of  this 
magnitude  few  countries  in  the  work!  were  able  to  bear  ;  this  was 
principally  in  fpecie ;  and  he  was  ibrry  to  fay  it  was  to  fuch  an 
amount  as  greatly  lelTened  that  balance  of  commerce  which  operated 
for  years  paft  fo  decidedly  in  favour  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  not  only 
that,  but  this  circumftance  was  the  principal  caufe  of  the  courfe  of 
exchange  being  of  late  fo  much  againft  this  country.  If  their  Lord- 
Ihips  had  perufed  the  accou/its  upon  the  table,  they  were  aware  that 
the  import  of  corn  into  this  country  had  progreiTively  increafed  for 
fome  years  ;  on  which  view,  alone,  it  was  important  that  every 
pradicable  meafure  (hould  be  tried  to  eafe  the  country.  The  in- 
tcrcfts  of  the  poor  were  more  peculiarly  at  flake  in  the  prefent  quef* 
tion.  The  quartern  loaf,  he  lamented  to  fay,  was  now  at  the  enor« 
motis  price  of  is.  6^d.  ;  the  year  1795  was  that  in  which  the 
loaf  was  higher  than  at  any  former  period  \  then  it  Was  is.  3d.  and 
at  that  it  remained  but  a  (hort  time.  On  this  head  he  could  aflure 
the  Houfe,  that  had  no  meafurcs  been  taken  to  avert  the  evil  lad 
winter,  the  buflnefs  of  the  country  could  not  have  gone  on  ;  the 
^poor  literally  could  not  have  fubfifled :  this  was  obvioufly  a  fubjecl 
of  mod  ferious  moment.  Indeed  he  might  fay  fairly,  it  was  one 
which  (ho^ild  be  of  "  perpetual  conGderation."  Every  meafure 
iboul4  be  reforted  tOj  and  thofe^  from  the  nature  of  the  cafe^  mud 
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be  on  a  fmall  Icale,  as  bold  and  fweeping  meafures  could  not,  in 
fuch  cafes,  be  fafely  recurred  to.  This  evil  arofe  from  a  complica- 
tion of  caufes :  the  prominent  one  of  which  was,  the  incrcafing 
population  of  the  country,  which  outran  its  cultivatbn  and  agri- 
culture, notwithftanding  all  the  meafures  tri^d  to  remedy  that  de- 
feat. However,  on  this  point,  he  had  the  confolation  to  refled,  that 
Britain  was  not  the  only  great  country  which  depended  upon  foreign 
exports  for  fupply.  Italy,  in  the  proudeft  periods  of  the  Roman 
empire,  was  fupplied  with  corn,  firll  from  Sicily,  and  afterwards 
from  the  continent  of  Africa  ;  and  this  buGnefs  was  wifely  held  to 
be  a  matter  of  fuch  moment,  as  to  be  under  the  exclufive  fuperin- 
tendance  of  one  of  the  grcateft  officers  of  the  State.  The  meafure 
then  under  conddferation  was  framed,  and  carried  to  its  prefent  (lage 
in  Parliament,  without  the  leaft  interference  (as  far  as  he  knew)  on 
the  part  of  Government.  Its  fupporters  had  two  great  and  dircd 
objedis  in  view  by  the  meafure ;  the  firft  was,  to  cftablifh  mills 
which  (hould  grind  corn  cheaper  than  was  done  by  any  now 
eftzbliflied ;  and,  fecondly,  to  introduce  the  manufadlure  olF  Aandard 
wbeatcn  bread,  which  would  clearly  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the 
lower  clafs  of  the  people.  Among  thofe  who  recommended  the 
meafure,  were  fix  Peers  of  the  realm.  His  Lordfliip  did  not  men- 
tion names,  but  defcribed  them  to  be  29  converfant  on  the  fubjeft 
in  qucitlon  as  any  other  perfons  in  the  kingdom.  The  meafure 
had  the  countenance  and  recommendation  of  a  Peer  in  the  fifter 
kingdom,  and  a  Member  of  the  other  Houfe  (Lord  Sheffield), 
whofc  information  on  thofe  points  was  well  known.  There  were 
concerned  in  the  projedV,  men  of  the  firft  commercial  refpedability 
in  the  metropolis,  and  men  whofe  moral  charadlers  and  patriotic 
principles  defervedly  Rood  high  in  the  eAimation  of  their  country- 
men. The  names  of  Hibbcrt,  Bofanquet,  Angcrftcin,  and  De- 
Vaynes,  were  fufficient  to  do  away  every  imputation  of  finifter  views 
or  unfair  advantage  intended  by  the  projcfl  ;  they  were  fuch  men 
as  would  not  countenance  for  a  moment  any  thing  of  fuch  a  de- 
fcription :  indeed  the  plan  was  framed  upon  fuch  principles  as  ob- 
vioufly  precluded  any  practices  of  the  kind.  No  man  was  to  be 
allowed  a  greater  fhare  of  property  in  the  concern  than  the  value  of 
I  oool.  nor  of  profit  of  more  than  i  q  per  cent,  or  i  ool.  a  year. 
This  plan,  he  thought,  tended  more  than  any  other  of  the  kind 
ever  yet  propofed,  to  benefit  the  poor.  The  next  objed  was,  by 
diminidiing  the  price  of  grinding  corn,  to  afix>rd  the  bread  much 
cheaper  than  was  done  at  prefent.  Added  to  this,  the  advantage  of 
the  ufe  of  another  kind  of  bread,  which,  for  the  purpofes  it  was  in- 
tended, would  be  more  beneficial  thanlhjitin  prefent  ufe*     MM<^h 
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of  the  defers  of  the  euftlng  fyftem  ht  attriboted  to  want  of  compe* 
tition  ;  to  obviate  which,  nodiredt  law,  to  which  the  paflions,  feel- 
ings and  habits  of  commercial  men  could  be  reconciled,  was  appli- 
cable.    The  fupporters  of  the  meafure  were  charged  with  wifhing 
to  create  a  monopoly  \  that  was  mere  unfounded  aiTertion.     But  it 
irrasof  public  notoriety,  and  upon  record,  that  much  monopoly  ex« 
iAed  at  prefcnt  among  the  dealers  in  various  commodities.     He  in- 
ftanced  that  of  the  hop  fadors,  who  were  recently  the  obje6)s  of  a 
criminal  profccution.     So  far  did  this  prevail,  that  the  Legiflature 
"were  obliged  confiderably  to  lower  the  duty  upon  the  import^ition  in 
order  to  enfure  fupply.     Much  had  been  faid  of  the  impolicy'iof  in- 
terfering with  afiairs  of  commerce  or  trade.     It  was  emphatically 
faid,  they  (hould  be  left  to  their  own  courfe.    To  a  great  degree,  he 
would  admit  thofe  maxims  were  well-founded ;  they,  were  applicable 
to  all  thofe  branches  of  traffic  where  the  buyer  and  feller  met  each 
other  upon  an  equal  footing.     But  with  refpc6l  to  the  neceflaries  of 
life,  the  cafe  was  different ;  thofe  mud  be  had,  and  above  all  others^ 
bread,  which  the  buyer  muft  obtain  or  ftarve.     In  this  commodity 
the  fefler  was  the  mafter ;  and  on  thefe  grounds  it  .required  legiila- 
tive  interference  and  periodical  regulation  much  more  than  ordinary 
articles,  particularly  becaufe  the  interefts  of  the  poor  were  more  than 
any  other  afFe^ed  by  it.     His  Lordlhtp  again  entered  into  fomc  de- 
tailed calculations,   made  to  illuftrate  his  poiitions.     He  firft  ad* 
verted  to  the  grinding  of  com,  and  the  high  prices  taken  by  the 
millers.     It  appeared,  from  the  evidence  given  at  the  Bar,  that  the 
operations  of  grinding  were  much  facilitated  by  the  introdudion  of 
machinery  ;  fo  much  fo,  that  double  the  <)uantity  was  ground  in  the 
fame  interval  of  time.     But  were  the   prices  lowered  in  confe- 
qucnce  ?  No  ;  it  appeared  not :  fo  far  from  it,  that  the  prices  had 
advanced.     That  fa£t  requii'ed  no  comment.     In  other  branches 
of  traffic  the  cafe  was  otherwile.     In  the  article  of  fpinning,  for 
indance,  Sir  Richard  Arkwright's  improvements  of  machinery  fo  re- 
duced the  prices,  as  to  enable  the  Britifh  manufadurer  to  underfell 
all  others  in  foreign  markets ;  and  on  this  principle  fevcral  wife 
le^flative  regulations  were  adopted  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
thefe  valuable  appendages.     If,  then,  the  ufual  effc&  in  any  other 
branch  of  traffic  of  the  ufe  of  machinery  were  to  diminifh  the  prices 
of  the  commodity,  what  could  be  faid  of  the  manufadure  of  flour, 
where  alone  it  was  increafed  ?     He  (hpuld  like  to  hear  any  Lord 
converfant  in  matters  of  trade  folve  the  problem ;  and  was  it  fair 
or  juAifiable,  he  would  afk,  that  the  whole  profits  of  thefe  improve- 
ments was  to  merge  into  the  pockets  of  the  millers,  and,  the  poor 
4erive  not  one  9tom  of  advanta^  from  them}     Jtfe  then  com- 
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mentcd  upon  fomeofthc  details  of  the  evidence;  and  the  dcdudkms 
from  them,  particularly  with  rcfpedt  to  comparing  tlie  quarter  ot 
^heat  with  the  fack  of  flour,  he  contended,  were  fallacious.  ,   He 
then  obferved  upon  the  immenfe  profits  made  by  the  millers,  parti- 
cularly iince  the  period  of  1774* — Mr.  Charles  Pratt  being  a(ked, 
\rhac  proBt  iivould  fatisfy  him  upon  a  fack  of  flour,  value  3I.  r 
faidy  28.  :    but   being  alked,    how  much  he  expeded  upon  his 
capital  ?  faidi  from  15  to  18  per  cent.  :  and  it  was  well  known, 
that  the  millers  turned  ovcc  their  capital  fix  or  feven  times  a  year. 
While  the  'Albion  lllills   were  in  exifience,   from  a  calculation 
^hich  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  believed  to  be  corred,  flatii^  that 
^x  bufhelsof  wheat  would  make  in  value  what  was  equal  to  a  fack 
of  flour,  the  millers  made  only  2s.  i  od.  upon  a  fack  of  flour  ;  for 
five  years  after  chey  made  3s.  iid. ;  for  the  four  next  years  they 
.  made  9s.  a  fack  ;  and  for  the  laft  fix  or  feven  months  they  had 
made  the  enormous  fum  of  1 3s.     Could  any  one  then  doubt  that 
they  leagued   together  to  defraud  the  public,  and  tp  oppn^  the 
poor?     In  times  of  fcarcity  he  allowed  that  their  profits  fhould  be 
greater ;  but  could  any  one  fay,  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  fums 
which  they  at  prefent  exadl  ?    There  could  be  little  doubt  that  they 
hoarded  up  the  grain,  and  fold  it  out  as  it  fuited  their  intcrefl. — 
It  alfo  was  recorded,  that  Mr.  Claude  Scott,  in  the  year   1 798,* 
purchafed  40,000  facks  without  making  the  leafl  imprefllon  upon 
the  market.     It  was  evident,  then,  that  the  projedled  Company,  by 
the  utmoiV  firength  of  their  capital,  could  produce  no  ferious  efled 
-^the  current  prices  of  flour  were  higher  then,  by  a  due^  reference  to 
the  price  of  wheat,  than  they  fhould  be ;  this  clearly  lay  with  the 
miller,  and  w?!s  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the  want  of  competition ; 
the  prefent  millers  (late  they  make  from  15  to  18  per  cent,  profit; 
the  Company  to  be  formed  under  the  bill  propofe  to  take  no  more 
than  10;  the  advantage  therefore   was  numerically  demonftrable. 
*He  adverted  to  the  eftablifliment  of  the  Albion  Mills,   during  the 
exiftence  of  which  the  prices  of  grinding  were  much  lower  than  for 
fome  years  before  or  fince  ;  and  then  glanced  at  the 'cftablifliment 
formed  lately  at  Birmingham,  upon  principles  nearly  fimilar  with 
that  of  the  meafure  in  queftlon.   In  that  populous  town,  where  there 
was  no  aflizc  of  bread,  much  diftrefs  prevailed  on  the  fcorc  of  its 
being  ill  fupplicd.  '   In  his  oflicial  fituatlon,  his  Lordfliip  defcribed 
himfelf  to  have  been  fo  frequently  applied  to  on  the  fubje£l  as  to  be 
almofl  torn  to  pieces.     The  infiitution  which  he  alluded  to,  and  of 
which  he  detailed  the  plan  to  their  Lordfliips,  folly  anfwered  the 
end  ;  the  fobfcriptions  filled  at  once  ;  and  inftead  of  being  fince,  as 
was  aflferted  in  another  place,  a  Ipfing  Company,  they  found  tbein- 
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felvcs  called  upon-to  entargc  their  fubfcription.  .  The  refult  was, 
that  the  inhabit^ts  of  Birciungham  were  fupplied  with  the  quartern 
loaf  at  20  per  cent,  cheaper  than  by  the  ordinary  bakers  ;  and  the 
importance  of  riiis  in  a  place  which  contained  70,000  ibuls,  was 
too  evident  to  be'dwelt  upon-  The  Company  propofed  by  the  bill, 
as  he  before  obfcrved,  werer  limited  in  capital,  and  alfo  in  profits. 
The  overplus,  if  any,  was  to  be  difpofable  by  Parliament,  and  the 
entire  ^ate  of  their  accDunt$,  was  to  be  laid  annually  before  Parlia- 
ment ;  fo  that  the  whole  fyftem  was  fair,  open,  and  candid«  Added 
to  this,  fuch  a  body  of  information  might  be  of  infinite  fervice  in  fu* 
ture  regulations  of  the  afTize  of  thread,  and  afford  Parliament  good 
data  to  proceed  upon.  His  Lordfhip  then  adverted  to  the  various 
cbjedions  which  had  been  flarted  againll  the  meafure,  the  loudeft 
of  which,  he  obfervcd,  was,  that  the  miller  would  be  ruined,  by  it* 
This  he  would  anfwer  by  a  (imple  qucAion :  ''  Did  the  eftablifli^ 
ment  of  the  Albion  Mills  ruin  any  miller  ? "  No  fuch  thing  ap« 
peared  in  proof.  One  folitary  inftance  had  been  attempted,  the  cafe 
of  a  Mr.  Bufh,  who,  it  was  faid,  had  given  up  his  mill ;-— but  it  was 
to  his  fon-— which  was  not  likely  to  be  done,  or  to  be  accepted, 
was  the  property  a  ruinous  one.  That  the  meafure  would  tend  to 
diminifli  the  profits  of  the  millers,  he  admitted  ;  but  then  it  would 
be  on  fuch  principle  as  folely  to  benefit  the  poorer  claffes  of  the 
people.  The  next  outcry  was,  that  the  bakers  would  be  ruined  by 
it.  Still  this  was  unfounded  clamour,  and  with  even  lefs  fhadow 
of  foundztion  than  the  firft.  He  would  content  himfclf  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  in  Birmingham  no  one  baker  had  been  ruined  by  a 
plan  on  fimilar  principles.  Another  obje£lion  was,  that  it  would 
tend  to  check  the  importations.  This  was  eafily  refuted.  Let  the 
extent  0/  purchafe  which  the  capital  of  the  Company  could  afford 
be  confidcred,  and  their  Lordfhips  would  fee  how  unlikely  fuch  a 
circuniAance  was  to  take  place  :  30,000  quarters  would  be  the 
extent  of  their  purchafe,  and,  60,000  were  often  imported  in  one 
week.  Mr.  Scott  once  purchafed  40,000  facks,  which  did  not 
produce  any  fenfible  cflPedl ;  therefore,  to  fay  that  the  Company 
could  check  the  importations,  was  futile  in  the  extreme.  Thchead» 
of  the  inftitution  were  men  poffeiTed  of  fuch  talents,  information^ 
and  property,  as  that  they  were  very  unlikely  to  be  the  promoters  of 
an  undertaking  which  could  produce  fuch  an  efTedt.  No  fear  (hould 
be  entertained  on  that  fcore.  In  fhort,  fo  fully  was  he  convinced 
of  the  importance  and  beneficial  tendency  of  the  meafure,  that  he 
wifhed  to  fee  a  fimilnr  plan  eflablilhed  in  every  populous  town  in 
the  kingdom*  The  poor  would  be  dire<Slly  and  largely  benefited 
bj  it ;  and,  in  the  prefcnt  circumfiances  of  the  country,  their  Lord- 
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(hips  (bould  adopt  it  even  as  an  experimental  meafure.  His 
Lorddiip  then  moved^  *'  That  the  bill  be  now  read  a  fcoood 
time." 

The  Earl  of  WESTMORLAND  lamented  that  he  fliould 
have  the  misfortune  to  difier  on  this  important  fubjed  with  the 
noble  Earl ;  and  the  refpedl  which  he  had  for  his  high  0|Mnton 
made  it  neceflary  for  him  to  flate  the  reafons  yfhy  he  (hould  feci  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  oppofe  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill.  He  was 
i»'illtng  .to  pay  every  poflible  tribute  to  the  good  intentions  of  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  had  been  called  the  band  of  patriots ; 
but  he  might  be  allowed  to  queftion  the  efficacy  of  their  pTOJc&, 
ihough  he  did  not  doubt  the  beneficence  of  their  motives.  He 
was  inclined  to  diffent  from  this  bill,  bccaufe  the  promoters  of  the 
bill  -^lad  neither  proved  a  neceffity  for  the  meafure,  nor  offered  a 
lingle  ar^ment  to  convince  the  Houfe,  chat  if  there  was  a  neccffity 
this  would  remove  the  evil ;  bccaufe  it  would  be  a  bill  mod  fevere 
and  cruel  upon  a  number  of  individuals,  againft  whom  no  one  ad 
of  improper  conduct  had  been  proved,  though  the  bill  threw  out 
infinuations  againft  them  ;  and  finally,  he  oppofed  it  beeaufe  it 
would,  in  his  mind,  be  moft  injurious  to  the  public.  And,  firft,  he 
muft  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  when  the  prefent  or  any  band  of 
patrbts  came  to  that  Houfe,  and  prayed  to  be  invefted  with  parti- 
cular  privileges,  by  which  they  might  go  to  market  upon  better 
terms  than  the  open  dealer,  it  was  certainly  incumbent  upon  them 
to  prove  that  the  exifting  and  eftabli(hed  manner  of  carr)'ing  on  the 
bulincfs  was  defeSive  or  tnfufficient,  or  that  there  was  fraud  and 
abufe  among  the  dealers,  or  at  leaft  that  they  could,  if  incorpo- 
rated, do  the  buRucfs  cheaper  and  upon  better  terms  than  it  had 
been  tranfa<5led  before.  This  their  lordftiips  had  a  right  to  ex- 
ped) ;  but  no  allegation  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  had  they  proved  ; 
they  .had  contented  themfclvcs  with  mere  affertions  ;  as  if  their 
Lordihips  could  thinlc  it  confiftent  with  the  difcretion  of  found  le* 
giflation,  to  take  mere  aflcrtions  at  the  bar  as  a  fufficient  ground  for 
&n  innovation  of  fuch  magnitude  in  the  manufacture  and  fupply  of 
the  firft  necetfary  of  life  for  the  firft  metropolis  of  the  world*  Not 
only  had  they  failed  to  fubftantiate  a  fingle  faA,  but  every  one  of 
their  aifertions  had  been  difproved  in  the  moft  direA  and  fattsfac- 
tory  manner..  It^had  been  proved  at  the  bar  that  London  did  enjoy 
a  moft  regular  and  abundant  fupply— that  the  exifting  mills  were 
able  to  manufacture  one-fourth  more  than  the  confumption— that 
fo  long  ago  as  the  year  1774,  from  the  fuperabundance  of  mills,  a 
bounty  had  been  granted  on  the  exportatiiin  of  flour— *  that  the  mills 
had  been  greatly  incrcafed  in  capacity  fince  .that  time — that  in  an 
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emergency  it  had  been  proved  that  40,000  facks  could  be  provided 
for  government  without  any  interruption  to  the  tegular  fupply  of  the 
inetropolis,  and  without  afle(Ring  the  price  ;  and  that,  in  truths 
from  the  very  great  number  of  perfons  engaged  in  the  manufa^ure^'  ' 
there  was  no  trade  where  the  competition  was  greater,  or  where  the 
commodity  was  rendered  with  a  lefs  profit.      If  it  were  olherwlfe, 
there  was  no  doubt  but  the  enterprize  and  fpirit  of  the  traders  of 
this  kingdom  would  induce  them  to  enter  into  the  manufadlure^ 
Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  mSinifeft^  from  the  evidence  ori 
the  table,  than  that  the  copnpeticion  was  more  perfed),  and  that  tha 
cliiblifhed  fyftem  for  the  fupply  of  the  metropolis  was  under  as 
complete  controul  as  could   be  devifed.      Could  their  Lordfhips 
then  bring  themfelves  to  adopt  a  projed  which  profefled  to  be  no 
more  than  an  experiment,  but  which  was  to  deftroy  the  edabKlhed 
trade,  to  endanger  the  fupply,  and  mod  probably  to  ruin  many  of 
the  millers,  particularly  of  the  fmall  millers  ?     Their  Lord(hips 
ought  alfo  torecolledl  that  the  land  owners  were  materially  afFeded 
by  this  bill.      It  was   well    known  that  mills  were  by  no  means 
a  property  that  wa^  produi^tive  to  the  owners.     To  the  occupiers  of 
mills,  therefore,  it  was  a  mod  ferious  thing,  that  after  having  laid 
out  and  funk  a  very  large  part  of  their  property  in  ereding  mills^' 
which  made  a  moft  valuable  flock  of  wealth  to  the  country,  they 
(hould  be  deprived  of  all  the  benefit  of  carrying  on  their  trade  upon 
equal  terms  with  a  new  company  which  was  to  be  eredled  into  a 
corporation.     The  noble  Earl  talked  of  exorbitant  profits,  on  the 
bafis  of  calculations  and  eftimates  which  had   not  been  proved. 
Surely  it  would  have  been  fair  to  have  proved  that  the  millers* 
profits  were  exorbitant.     It  did  not  appear  from  the  evidence  that 
they  were  fo.     But  having  had  the  opportunity  of  proving  theix 
tabic  at  the  bar,  when  the  petitioners  might  have  crofs-queftioned 
the  witneflcs  and  obferved  upon  the  paper,  it  furely  was  not  quite 
fair  to  argue  upon  it  now  againft  them.    The  noble  Earl  contini^ed  . 
to  fay,  that  he  thought  the  bill  as  likely  to  be  pernicious  to  the  pub-» 
lie  as  to  individuals.     It  had  been  diflindlly  dated,  that  enabling 
a  company  to  buy  and  lay  up  fuch  a  ftock  of  corn  would  difcourage 
importation.    The  noble  Earl  had  faid  their  capital  was  too  limited 
for  mifchief,  and  that  30,000  quarters  of  w*heat  was  but  a  baga* 
telle.     He  did  not  know  why  they  could  be  faid  to  be  limited  to. 
30,000  quarters.     A  company  with  a  capital  of  150,0001.  might 
deal  to  any  extent.     They  were  not  refirained  from  ifiuing  paper. 
It  was  in  vain  to  fay  their  paper  would  not  be  current.     They 
could  operate  on  the  market  to  any  extent,  and  he  did  dread  tho 
f  vil  of  fuch  a  monopoly*     This  was  not  all ;  it  was  not  the  ^re 
Vol.  XII.  3  K 
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capital  of  die  company  ;  but  it  was  their  capital  ading  in  oonjnnc* 
tion  with  that  of  all  their  fHehds.     The  proprietors  are  not    re- 
Aiained  from  jobbing  in  corn ;  and  it  is  pretty  certain,  that  if  there 
are  jobbers  and  fpeculators  now  in  the  market,  they  will  be  anxious 
to  become  partners  in  this  corporation  to  make  ufe  of  it  as  an  inftra- 
menty  to  learn  their  proceedings,  to  know  the  amount  of  their  (lores, 
to  buy  when  they  are  about  to  buy,  to  fell  when  they  are  to  fell, 
and,  in  fhort,  to  regulate  the  market  between  them.     <*  We  know, 
(faid  the  noble  Earl)  the  lift  on  the  table ;  but  I  wt(h  to  fee  the  in- 
viiible  lift  that  remains  behind.     We  do  rK>t  know  of  what  defcrip* 
tion  the  remaining  proprietors  may  be.     They  are  now  many  thou- 
fands  of  pounds  (hort  of  their  fuppofed  fubfcription.     Who  knows 
that  the  jobbers  may  not  fubfcribe*the  50,000!.  which  is  yet  left 
unfilled  up,  in  order  to  get  the  management  into  their  own  hands, 
and  convert  it  into  a  moft  dangerous  inftrument  ?     Many  of  the 
perfons  on  the  lift  are  known  to  be  men  of  charaAer  and  integrity. 
Are  they  all  fo  r     Can  you  anfwer  for  the  remainder?     Can  yoo 
anfwer  for  its  continuing  in  the  fame  hands?     Is  it  not  a  pofltble 
cafe,  that  it  may  come  even  into  the  hands  of  fadious  perfons,  who 
may  ufe  it  to  the  worft  purpofcs  ?    Surely  it  is  a  moft  unwife  thii^ 
to  ered  fo  gigantic  an  eftablifliment  under  the  eyes  of  the  people. 
The  Albion  Mill  was  nothing  in  companion  with  it.     Its  capital 
was  not  nearly  fo  large  ;  but  they  were  refponfible  to  the  laft  (hil- 
ling (as  all  traders  ought  to  be)  for  their  tranfadions,  and  by  that 
means  they  were  deterred  from  deep  fpeculations.      It  appears, 
however,  that  towards  the  conclufion  of  their  working  they  did  fpe- 
culate,  and  by  the  evidence  on  the  table  it  appears  alfo  that  they 
were  not  averie  to  combinations.     I  confider  this  as  a  very  ftiong 
argument  againft  the  prefent  meafure.     All  thefe  enormous  efia- 
bliftiments  run  into  abufe ;  they  fet  off  plaulibly  ;  they  aflfedl  to  be 
for  the  public  good.     They  underfell  the  fair  trader  to  ruin  him, 
that  they  may  get  the  whole  into  their  own  hands.     My  Lords,  I 
diftruft  thofe  innovations,  however  plauftble  their  pretexts.     The 
moft  mifchievous  and  the  tm>^  fatal  meafures  are  thofe  which  fet 
out  under  fl)owy  and  patriotic  pretexts,  but  which  unveil 'them*     \ 
felves  as  foon  as  they  have  obtained  an  efiabliftiment.     This  band 
of  patriots  may  ibon  difappear.     They  may  be  joined  and  even  out- 
manoeuvred by  others.     The  eftablifliment  may  excite    popular 
odium.     It  may  even  again  be  reduced  to  aflies  by  the  calamity  of 
fire,  and  that  after  it  has  fucceeded  in  demoliftiing  the  many  mil- 
lers by  whom  London  now  derives  its  fupply,   fiom  a  thoufrnd 
channels  unfeen,  and  by  thoufands  of  perfons  unconnedied  and  un»     J 
knoVi'n  by  one  anotlier.     I  <K>nclude|  therefore,  my  Lords,  with 
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faying,  that  I  mud  diffent  from  this  bill,  for  thefe  reafons— be* 
caufe  it  throws  out  inlinuations  againA  bodies  of  men,  calculated  to 
raife  clamour  againft  them^  and  not  one  of  which  infinuations  has 
been  proved — becaufc  it  will  greatly  afFc6^,  if  not  ruin,  the  property 
of  a  number  of  perfons  who  have  inverted  their  property  in  flour 
mills— ^and,  thirdly,  becaufe  it  will  be  in  its  confequcnces  mod  in- 
jurious to  the  country." 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  CLARENCE  paid  a  high 
compliment  to  the  talents,  knowledge  and  zeal  of  his  noble  friend 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and  lamented  that  he  (hould  differ  from  him 
on  any  quedion  of  trade.  He  was  alTurcd,  however,  that  his  noble 
friend  would  be  happy  to  hear  every  argument  that  could  be  urged 
on  a  meafure  pregnant  with  fuch  confequcnces  as  the  prefent ;  fince, 
as  he  had  only  taken  up  the  bill  fince  it  came  into  Parliament,  he 
might  fee  that  he  had  taken  it  up  on  a  mifconception  of  its  tendency. 
He  certainly  had  not  thought,  from  the  bare  title  of  the  bill,  that 
it  was  a  meafure  of  the  confcquence  which  he  found  it ;  or  that, 
under  the  title  of  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  to  manufadure 
flour,  meal,  and  bread,  an  edablifliment  was  to  be  credted,  which 
would  grow  into  a  monopoly  of  the  (laff  of  life.  He  was  totally 
unaware  of  the  magnitude  of  the  objedt  until  he  came  down  to  the 
Houfe  on  Tuefday  lad.  But  now,  from  the  arguments  of  counfel, 
followed  by  the  evidence  of  a  number  of  moft  intelligent  perfons, 
unimpeached  and  unanfwered,  he  was  convinced  thnt  a  bill  of  more 
dangerous  innovation,  with  lefs  apparent  necefTity,  had  never  been 
introduced  into  that  Houfe.  fNot  one  witncfs  had  been  called  by 
the  promoters  of  the  bill-*-not  one  of  their  allegations  had  they  at- 
tempted to  fubftantiate— not  one  of  the  teftimonics  againft  the  bill 
had  they  even  endeavoured  to  confute.  Mr.  Garrow,  indeed,  had 
made  a  fplendid  fpeech  at  the  bar ;  but  the  bright  and  fparkling 
(allies  of  a  lively  imagination  would  not  weigh  with  their  Lordfhips 
againd  the  fotemn  and  facred  declarations  of  men  upon  oath,  who 
had  been  educated  in  the  principles  of  the  Chridian  religion.  The 
quedion,  therefore,  came  now  to  be  argued  with  nothing  in  fupport 
of  it  but  ^(Tertion  and  conje£lure  ;  while  there  was  againd  the  mea- 
fure a  body  of  the  mod  complete  evidence  that  ever  was  brought^  to 
bear  upon  any  fubjc6t.  With  this  diort  preface  his  Royal  High- 
nefs begged  leave  to  look  into  the  bill ;  and  in  the  very  title  he 
faw  a  moft  extraordinary  variation  from  the  ufual,  and  even  from 
the  recent  praAice  of  fuch  bills.  In  the  Globe  Infurance  bill,  it 
was  intituled,  **  A  bill  to  enable  His  Majedy  to  incorporate,'*  ice- 
Here,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  intituled,  "  A  bill  to  incorporate  ;** 
Co  that  it  was  not  to  be  referred  to  His  Majedy,  with  the  advice  of 
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the  law  officers  of  the  Crowfii  to  affix  the  great  feal  to  this  charter. 
He  did  not  make  this  obfervation  from  any  idea  of  queftioning  the 
omnipotence  of  Parliament ;  bu(  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  this 
part  of  the  royal  prerogative  was,  no  doubt,  vefted  in  the  Crown  for 
the  wife  purpofe  of  fubjefling  ch;|rters  to  the  ftrid  fcrutiny  of  the 
legal  advifcrs  of  His  MajeCiy,  that  the  rights  and  immunities  of  all 
and  every  body  of  His  Majefty's  fubjedls  fhould  be  prcfcrved,   and 
^at  privileges  (hould  not  be  granted  which  might  eotrrnch  upon 
thofe  of  others,  be  contrary  to  exiting  (latutes,  or  be  injurious  to 
the  people  at  large.     This  at  lead  had  been  the  wiCe  and  fafe  prac- 
tice hitherto ;  and  furely  a  ftrong  cafe  fliQuld  be  made  put  as  a 
gix>und  for  departing  from  the  ufual  and  accuftomed  path.      If  he 
was  wrong  in  this  obfcrvarion,  he  fhould  be  happy  to  be  corrc<^ed  by 
any  noble  Lord  ;  but  furely,  if  it  was  right  to  depart  from  this  form, 
by  which  the   charter  would  be  fure  to  receive,  after  the    bill  had 
paiTed  the  Legiflature,  a  (IriiSl  and  difcreet  invefligation  (as  h^d  bccti 
experienced  ih  the  very  cafe  to  which  he  had  alluded — the  Globe 
InfurancOy  which  had  not  yet  paffed  the  grcu  feal,  though  it  had  fo 
long  ago  paffed  the  Parliament},  it  would  have  been  rit»hr  and  be* 
coming  in  the  parties  to  have  applied  fooncr  in  the  feffion,  when  the 
bill  might  have  had  the  adyantgae  of  a  more  full  attendance.      This 
wasoneof  his  arguments againft  the  bill.   It  ^*as  not  a  period  of  the 
feflion  at  which  fo  momentous  a  concern  could  be  fufiicientlv  dif-  ' 
cufled  ;  and  he  would  add,  that  the  prefcnt  period  was  of  alt  others 
the  moft  improper  for  fuch  difcuflion.      The  bill  was  founded  on 
the  fuppofltion  of  iniquitous  pra6lic^s  on  the  part  of  the  millers  and 
bakers,  and  it  was  brought  forward  at  a  period  of  unexampled  fear- 
citv,  fo  that  the  promoters  of  the  bill  fecmcd  carneA  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  popular  prejudice,  and  he  was  forry  even  to  fee  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  raife  a  popular  cry  agajni^  this  mof^  ufcful  part  of  the  com* 
rounity.  Surely  their  Lordfliips  would  feel  it  to  be  their  peculiar  pro- 
vince to  place  thcmfelvcs  between  the   parties.     The  qelebrated 
words  of  Lord  Bacon  were  moll  applicable  to  the  cafe.     Revenge 
was  a  fpecies  of  wild  juftice  which  it  became  the  wifdom  of  the  Le- 
giflature to  reftrain.     This  was  not  the  moment  when  this  jmeafure 
could  be  wifely  or  difcreetly  pafled  ;  and  above  all  others,  it  became 
their  Lordfliips  not  to  take   vulgar  prejudice  as  a  ground  for  any 
legiilative   proceeding.     The  noble  £ail  who  began  this  debate, 
had  faid  that  the  profits  of  the  millers  were  too  large,  and  he  had 
quoted  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Pratt.     He  begged  pardon  of  the  noble 
Earl  if  he  thought  that  he  had  not  had  his  ufual  accuracy  in  this 
reference.     Mr.  Pratt  had  faid  that  he  was  content  with  a  profit  of 
2,s.  upon  ^  fack  qf  flour,  value  3U     And  it  appeared  that  the  miU 
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lers  turned  over  their  capital  three  or  four  times  a  year,  which  in 
all  was  under  1 5  per  centum  per  annum.     Ought  tradefmen  in  a 
narrow  and  con(ra6)ed  tine  of  bufinefs,  which  a  miller  neccflarilf 
muft  be  in  proportion  to  the  power  of  his  mill,  to  have  Icfs  than  15 
per  cenr,  }     What  is  1 5  per  cent,  on  a  fmall  capital  to  a  man  giv- 
ing all  his  time  and  induftry  to  his  trade  P     Will  men  embark  in' 
bulinefs,  and  devote  their  lives  to  acquire  (kill  and  experience.  If 
they  arc  not  to  be  fecured  in  a  living  profit  ?     Why,  what  is   15 
per  cent,  to  a  poor  man,  with  toil,  and  rifk,  and  taxes  to  pay,  and 
a  family  to  maintain,  in  com parifon  with  this  band  of  patriots,  who 
are  to  have  i  o  per  cent,  and  do  nothing  ;  who  have  already  made 
their  fortunes;  fomeof  them,  like  the  noble  Peers  of  that  Houfe,  who 
had  their  fortunes  by  defcent ;  others  who  had  honourably  acquired 
fortunes  by  their  enterprtfe   and  induftry  ;  and  who,  thank  God, 
had  been   fupported  by  the  laws  in  that  enterprife  and   induftry  ? 
They  were  independent  men,   and  yet  they  were  to  have  1  o  per 
cent,  although  agents  were  to  tranfaift  the  bufinefs,  and  they  were  to 
be  protc6^cd  by  a  ftatute  from  all  refponiibility  for  the  errors,  and 
wafte,  and  imprudence  of  fuch  agents.     "  Why,  my  Lords,  there 
is  no  equality  in  this  proceeding..  We  muft  protcd  the  fmall  man  ; 
we  muft  recollect  that  the  miller  who  has  invefted  the  greateft  part 
of  his  property  in  building  his  mill  muft  live ;  and  if  you  do  not. 
give  him  a  profit  that  (hall  enable  him  to  thrive^  nay,  that  (haU 
enable  him  to  get  forward  in  life,  you  extinguifli  that  adlive  fpirit 
which  is  the  fpring  of  Britifh  opulence.     My  Lords,  I  with  to  fee 
the  man  who  began  by  carrying  his  fack  of  corn  on  his  fhoulder,  con- 
clude by  being  mailer  of  his  mill.     Such  has  been  the  progrefs  of 
Britifh  induftry,  apd  I  hope  that  no  new-fangled  projects  will  pre- 
vent it,     Thcfe  very  patriots  ought  to  be  the  firft  to  recognize  this 
fcntiment,  and  to  a£t  upon  it.     I  never  felt  more  pride  as  an  Eng- 
lifliman,  nor  more  pkafure  as  a  man,  than  at  the  table  of  one  of 
the  moft  opulent  merchants,  and  a  mod  rcfpedlable  magiftrate  of 
the  city  of  London  ;  the  noble  Earl  who  began  the  debate  would 
alfo  recoiled)  the  anecdote  (for  he  was  alfo  a  gucft  at  the  fame  hof- 
pitable  board),  when  the  gentleman,  in  the  middofhis  luxury, 
honeftly  told  us  that  he  had  rifen  from  nothing,  by  unccafing  induf- 
try,  to  what  he  pofleffed.     That  he  had  worn  his  apron,  and  had 
fwept  his  door.      My  Lords,  fuch  is  England.     And  do  not  be- 
lieve that  you  can  have  fuch  men  if  you  do  not  proted^  the  means 
by  which  they  rife  ;  and  who  will  fay  that  this  country  would  have 
been  able  to  ftand  the  ihock  of  this  difaftrous  winter,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  fmall  millers  whom  you  are  now  about  to  deftroy ) 
The  great  miller,  like  this  giant  you  are  about  to  cxeQ,  might  have 
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withheld  his  ftores  ;  *but  the  ncccffitics  of  the  .fmall  nrillcr  com- 
pelled hirti  to  give  us  a  weekly  fupply.     There  is  the  check  which 
an  open  trade  produces.     The  great  miller,  like  the  great  farmer, 
is  checked  by  the  little;  and  in  this  trade* of  flour  in  particular. 
The  n<5ble  Earl  forgets  that  the  law  has  given  a  wife  option  to  the 
magiftrates,  which  protects  the  public  from  all  poffible  extortion. 
The  noble  Earl  quotes  from  a  paper  which  is  not  upon  your  table, 
nor  given  in  proof,  that  fix  btifhcis  of  wheat  will  make   what  is 
eqrial  in  value  to  a  fack  of  flour.     Equal  in  value  to  a  fack  of 
flour,  is  not  an  accurate  phrafe.     What  does  the  law  fay  r      Has 
not  flour  been  rendered  to  the  public  greatly  under  the  proportion 
which  the  law  requires  ?     That  Is  the  inquiry  for  the  Legiflature 
to  make  before  they  difpoflefs  unoffending  individuals  of  their  pro- 
perty.    My  Lords,  I  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  nothing  can  be  fa 
difficult  as  to  afcertain  a  Crirerion  for  the  produce  of  a  certain  quao- 
lity  of  flour  from  a  given  quantity  of  wheat.      My  own  obfervation 
confirms  the  evidence  on  your  table.     Nothing  can  be  more  vari- 
ous than  the  qualities  of  wheat.      I  hive  been  in  the  fields  with  the 
noble  Earl,  and  hope  I  fhall  be  again  ;  and,  furcly  the  noble  Earl 
muft  acknowledge,  that,  when  in  the  fame  field  of  only  1 6  acres 
there  will  be  famplcs  of  wheat  diflimilnr  in  weight  and  in  goodncfs, 
prodigious  difproportions  muft  exift  between  wheat  of  different  fea- 
fons  and  of  different  csuntrics.     And  yet,   my  Lords,  to  bear  out 
ancftimate  which  was  evidently  drawn   up  only  to  deceive,  and 
which  was  not  offered  at  vour  bar,  becaufe  the  authors  know  it  would 
have  been  confuted,  we  muft  fuppofe  that  all  the  wheat  of  the  lad 
twenty-fevcn  years  was  of  the  fame  goodnefs.      I  fairly  put  it  to 
your  Lordfliips,  are  any  fct  of  men  to  be  cut  up  and  annihilated 
upOa  fueh  a  fallacy  r      L<x>k  on  the  other  fide  at  the  liberality  of 
the  exiting  Liws.     All  your  fiatutes  on  the  fubje<3  grant  a  quarter 
of  wheat,  taking  the  bad  years  with  the  good,  to  produce  a  fack  of 
flour,  but  requiring  the  fack  of  flour  to  be  at  a  certain  relative  price 
under  the  quarter  of  wlicat.     Am  I  corrc6>,  my  Lords?     Look  at 
the  table  in  the  37th  of  the  prefcnt  King-      If  tlie  allowance  be 
too  great,  abridge  it  ;  if  there  be  abufe,  correiS  it.    But  do  not,  by 
a  fide- wind — do  not,  at  the  very  clofe  of  a  feflTion,  and  under  the 
title  of  a  bill  which  would  promifc  no  fuch  thing,  do  away  in  one 
breafh  all  your  eftablifhcd  laws  of  aflize,  which  have  been  the  work 
of  centuries,  and  under  wJiich  the  people  of  this  country  have  en- 
joyed, even  in  periods  of  fcarcity,  a  regular  and  fuificient  fupply. 
My  Lords',  I  agree  with  my  noble  friend  whofpokelaft,  thatnothirg 
.  can   be  morfi  unwifc  than  to  throw  forth  unqualified   iinputations  * 
on  all  the  men  engaged  in  the  corn  and  flour  trade,     I  could  quote 
to  you,  if  I  were  not  afraid  to  detain  your  Lord(hipS|  a  pafTage  from 


July  ai.]  DEBATES.  '  439 

the  celebrated  Dr.  Smith,  a  paflfage  which  I  think  has  been  verified 
by  the  prefcnt  feafon.     I  do  not  know  that  wc  have  not  been  in- 
ticbted  to  the  corn-merchants,  and  to  their  avidity  of  gain  ;  iince» 
but  tor  that,  indead  of  a  fcarcity,  we  might  have  had  a  famine.  At 
one  time  the  fiouteft  of  us  had  our  apprehenHons.     Thank  God  ic 
is  now  over,  and  by  the  blefling  of  Providence  we  have  a  brighter 
profped.     But  is  it  after  we  have  weathered  the  ftorm,  that  we  are 
for  dcftroying  the  velTel  that  has  brought  us  fafely  through  i     We  . 
know  the  fyftem  that  we  have — all  that  is  propofed  to  you  in  its 
ftead  i&  theory  and  conjecture*     After  having  taken  up  fo  much  of 
your  Lord(hips'  time,  I  will  only  detain  you  by  the  examination  of 
two  or  three  claufcs  of  the  bill.     And  firft — the  claufe  by  which 
this  band  of  patriots  are  to  have   i  o  per  cent,  for  their  beneficent 
labours,  and  tp  be  at  the  fame  time  proteded  from  all  their  riA:. 
My  Lords,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  if  you  are  to  allow  them 
lo  per  cent,  together  with  an  indemnity,  and  recognize  this  fort  of 
per  centage,  you  cannoe  in  cpmmon  juflicc  accufe  the  induftrious 
miller,  who  has  to  live  by  his  labour,  of  getting  too  much  if  he  has 
15,  but  has  it  with  a  refponfibility  to  the  laft  fliillinghe  may  be 
worth.     Bui  if  you  grant  this  principle,  that  men  embarking  money 
in  joint- fiock  companies  to  carry  on  trade,   may  have  10  per  cent, 
and  indemnity,  farewell  to  open  trade.     The  example  once  fet, 
jfou  will  have  it  in  every  line  and  article  pf  manufacture.     You 
will  have  a  joint-ftock  brewery,  a  joint-ftock  diflillery— you  will 
have  the  principle  fpread  over  the  kingdom-^ you  will  extinguifh- 
open  trade,  and  with  it  an  induftrious  people-r-you  will  fubftitute 
monopoly,  and  bring  with  it  idlenefs.      It  is  in  vain  to  fay  that  the 
whole  fchcme  does  not  tend  to  monopoly ;  for,  lode  to  the  next    « 
claufe,  which  I  think  mod  important.     This  immenfe  body  is  to 
foe  allowed  to  manufafiure  1 20,000  facks  of  flour  within  the  year  ; 
allowed,  but  not  compelled  ;  fo  that  they  may  buy  up   120,000 
quarters  of  wheat,  granting,  as  I  conceive  we  ought  to  grants  that, 
one  year  with  another,  and  manufadluring  all  the  varieties  of  Hour, 
that  is  of  firfts,  feconds,  and  thirds,  and  (b  forth,  1 20,000  facks  of 
fine  flour  would  require  120,000  quarters  of  wheat.    Then  what 
do  you  do  ?     You  are  about  to  ered  one  nK)nftroiis  company,  that 
will  require  2300  quarters  of  wheat  weekly  ;  by  looking  at  the  re- 
turns of  Englifli  wheat  brought  to  the  London  market  for  the  laft 
i  9  3rears,  as  laid  upon  your  table,  I  find  this  monfler  would  nearly 
require  one-half  of  the  whole.    My  Lords,  I  call  that  a  monopoly. 
No  common  miller  could  ftand  againft  it ;  efpecially  as  ^is  com- 
pany is  not  compelled  to  manufadure,  but  may  keep  it  up  until  it 
is  dear  and  fell   it  again.  '  My  Lords,  I  have  no  conception  of  a 
monopoly,  if  this  is  not  one  ^  and  I  will  d)ntent  myfelf  to  give       I 
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ybu  another  ftriking  obfervation  from  Lord  Bacon,  in  bis  letter  to 
Villiers,  afterwards  Duke  of  Buckingham*-*'  Guard  againft  mono* 
polies ;  they  are  the  canker  of  the  State  ;  it  Ihould  be  the  care  of 
the  Legtflature  to  root  them  out."  No  argument  of  mine  can  make 
that  recommendation  more  emphatic.  My  Lords,  I  will  refer  you 
but  to  one  claufe  more  :  it  is  that  wherein  they  are  to  make  aoo 
facks  of  ftandard  wheatcn  flour  into  bread.  It  is  very  loofelj 
drawn  ;  but  I  objed  to  it,  becaufe  it  goes  upon  the  error  that  this 
cannot  be  obtained  from  the  common  baker: — the  cohtrary  is 
proved  by  the  evidence  upon  your  table.  There  is  a  prejudice 
;igain(l  it  ;  but  give  the  baker  a  fair  profit,  and  you  may  have  it 
to-morrow^" 

His  Royal  Highnefs  apologized  for  having  occupied  fo  much  of 
their  time,  but  he  really  thought  it  a  fubjed  of  fuch  ferious  import- 
ance, that  hetrufted  their  Lordfliips  would  think  it  wife  not  to  pro- 
ceed in  it  further  at  fo  late  a  period  of  the  feflion. 

Earl  STANHOPE  alfo  fpoke  agaihft  the  biU.  He  thanked 
the  noble  Earl  who  began  the  debate,  for  the  hbneft  and  candid 
confeiTion  he  had  made>  that  this  country  was  obliged  to  fend 
away  above  five  millions  of  money  to  import  wheat  to  maintain 
the  people,  and  that  this  was  a  growing  evil.  It  certainly  was 
true ;  and  it  wns  a  mod  lamentable  h&.  He  had  obferved  it  with 
forrow.  He  faw,  from  the  petition  of  Mr.  Chalmer  on  the  table, 
that  the  average  import,  for  the  laft  nineteen  years,  had  been  above 
280,000  quarters  a  year  ;  and  for  the  lad  five  y6ars,  it  had  been 
above  400,000  quarters.  **  I  thank  the  noble  Lord  (faid  Earl 
Stanhope)  for  this  candid  confeflion,  as  I  thought  that  at  length 
our  eyes  were  opened  to  an  enormous  calamity,  and  that  fome  mea* 
fure,  adequate  to  the  evil,  was  to  be  recommended ;  but  what  was 
my  furprife  when  I  found,  that  after  flaring  that  we  had  not  corn 
enough  for  our  ufe,  that  we  had  imported  700,000  quarters  this 
year,  he  concluded  by  faying,  therefore  let  us  regulate  the  grinding ! 
In  the  fame  manner,  if  he  had  told  us  that  there  was  a  great  want 
of  timber  in  our  fbrefts,  and  that  he  would  fuggeft  a  remedy  ;  in- 
flead  of  fuggcfting  the  means  of  keeping  up  the  growth,  or  of  fup- 
plying  the  deficiency,  would  not  the  Houfe  think  it  an  ad  of  imbe* 
cility  if  he  (hould  content  himfelf  with  faying,  let  us  regulate  the 
carpenters  and  joiners  !  My  Lords,  this  is  of  the  fame  flupid 
and  unavailing  character  of  remedy.  You  muft  go  to  the  root  of 
the  evil.  This  is  only  an  attempt  to  conceal  and  difguife  it.  This 
new-fangled  attack  upon  property  means  more  than  meets  the  eye. 
There  is  a  mafk  cipon  this  meafure  which  conceals  its  horrid  dcfor* 
mity-— I  will  tear  it  oflTi  and  expofe  to  you  its  dcteftable  vHage. 
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My  Lords,  thi?  phm  truth  is»  that  it  1$  the  war,  the  fyftem,  th^ 
taxes,  the  hurthens  of  the  Gountry,  which  have  made  the  evil  of 
fc^rcicy,  and  it  is  the  wants  of  the  Government  which  have  givea 
rife  t0  this  Araragcm  of  fei^ing  upon  the  com  trade  into  their  own 
hands.  My  Lords,  the  taxes,  and  the  a^van<;e  in  every  article  0^ 
life,  which  is  the  fruit  of  taxes,  mal>e  it  impoflihle  for  the  'people  to 
grow  wheat  fo  cheaply  as  it  can  be  impgrtcd.  Here  is  the  evil,  the 
firft  natural  conftquence  of  our  ovcrburthcncd  country.  The  Go- 
vernment fees  it ;  thp  noble  Earl  avows  it ;  anfj  t(ie  Minifters, 
h^^ving  exhauftjcd  all  tl>e  other  fources  of  taxation,  are  determined  to 
feize  upon  trade  itfelf.  Five  millions  of  money  to  be  paid  to  foreign 
nations  for  corn  in  one  year  is  too  terpptingand  convenient  a  thir^ 
to  be  fufiered  to  efc^pe  them.  They  wilV  feize  upon  the  whoI$ 
fupply  under  the  inArumentality  of  thi$  new  corponuioj^  ;  and  hav- 
ing once  e(labli(bed  the  principle,  every  article  of  the  Bril  neceffitsf 
will  follow  the  chief  article,  which  is  biead.  My  Lords,  this  is 
my  belief,  and  I  feci  it  to  be  my  duty  to  tell  you  ^hat  I  think.  ^ ' 
have  the  u^a^ipd  refpedl  for  many  of  thp  characters  whom  I  fee  in 
the  lid  on  your  table ;  but  no  refpedl  (ball  prevent  me  fipm  dif- 
dofing  my  apprehenfions  as  an  EngUfligian.  Many  of  thefe  per- 
fons  have  no  doubt  fuSered  thcmfelves  to  be  furpriied.  Thej 
could  not  have  otherwife  given  their  fupport  to  a  meafure  fo  tre- 
mendous in  all  iu  parts.  It  was  this  view  of  it  that  brought  ni^ 
to  London.  I  know  nothing  pf  the  millers ;  I  have  no  connexion 
with  any  of  them.  But  h  is  not  the  millers,  nor  the  bakers,  nor 
any  partkular  trade  that  is  ainoed  at.  They  are  fingled  out  inde^ 
fir  (I,  becaufe  the  cry  is  againft  them  i  ?nd  I  haye  beard  the  npbl^ 
Earl  with  aftpni^hment  join  in  the  popular  cry  ;  but  let  the  example 
once  be  fet,  and  thofe  who  now  blindly  give  their  fanf^ion  to  the 
injuAice  will  be  its  next  vi^ims.  My  Lords,  I  heard  the  noble 
Earl  with  aftoni(hment  join  in  the  cry  again!)  the  millers  ;  becaufe  t 
thought  that  let  vulgar  clamour  find  reception  v^hcrc  it  might,  it  would 
be  excluded  froip  thefe  walls.  To  fay  no  more,  the  language  of  the 
noble  Earl  was  moft  ra(h  and  imprudent.  My  Lords,  with  a  grols 
mifqonception  of  the  evidence  on  your  table,  the  noble  Earl  ftated 
that  Mr.  Charles  Pratt  had  faid  he  expected  from  15  to  1 8  per 
cent,  fix  times  over  in  the  year.  My  Lord,  he  faid  no  fuch  thing. 
He  faid,  that  2s.  upon  3I.  would  content  him.*  This  is  only  3 
and  a  fraction  per  cent,  which,  taken  fix  times  over,  would  be  20 
jj^er  cent,  per  annum  in  all  ^  but  U  fo  happens,  that  every  miller  has 
a  confiderahle  part  of  his  capita*l  locked  up  in  his  mill,  machinery, 
barges,  and  other  dead  (lock,  which,  fo  far  from  producing  20  pet 
Qem.  perhaps,  do  not  pay  him  legal  intcreft  i  and  let  me  remind 
Vol.  XII.  3L 
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your  Lordihips,  that  every  miller  has  not  the  confiderable  trade  and 

the  capital  of  Mr.  Pratt.     What  profit  will  you  allow  to  a  miller 

who  has  I  cool,  employed   in  the  mealing  trade?   Do  you  think 

from  i^ol.  to  aooK  a  year  an  exceflive  profirfor  a  man  who  has 

a  family,  and  all  the  burthens  of  the  times  to  maintain  ?  This  was 

SK)t  the  only  mifconccption  of  the  noUe  Lord,  by  which  his  fpecch 

certainly  may  go  fonh,  and  enflame  the  public   mind  againft  the 

millers.     He  takes  a  calculation  which  is  erroneous,  and  gives  to  it 

the  credit  of  his  opinion.     My  Lord,  that  paper  is  diredHy  contra- 

diAed  by  the  evidence  on  youf  table.     The  mod  rcfpe^ablc  men 

tell  you,  that  eight  buihels  of  the  foreign  wheat  of  this  year  will 

not  produce  fo  much  flour  as  feven  buihels  of  fine  £ngli(h  wheat  ; 

and  yet  he  argues  from  a  papei'  drawn  up  in  the  clofet,  that  fix 

bufhels  will,  in  all  cafes,  give  a  fack  of  flouK     Arguing  on  this  cf- 

timate,  he  fays,  that  the  millers  have  made  the  enormous  profit  of 

thirteen  fhillings  this  year  on  a  fack  of  flour  ;  now,  what  fays  Ac 

evidence  ?  The  law  allows  that  ther^  (hall  be  no  more  than  fix 

Shillings  of  difference  between  the  fack  of  flour  and  the  quarter  of 

wheat,  whereas  the  difference  has  been  throughout,  the  whole  year 

fburreen  (hillings.     And  by  the  way  in  which  the  average  price  of 

wheat  is  how  taken,  all  the  wheats  of  an  inferior  quality  fold  in  the 

corn  market,  to  make  bifcuits  and  to  go  into  the  country,  are  taken 

into  the  account  againd  the  miller  ;  whereas  he  only  ufes'  the  higher 

priced  wheats.     Excfluding  the  lower  forts,  as  they  ought  to  be,  the 

difference  in  favour  of  the  public  through  the  whole  of  this  year, 

would  have  been  twenty  (hillings,  being  fourteen  (hillings    mtMre 

than  the  law  required.  '  So  much  for  the  condud^  of  thefe  ilKtreated 

men.     But  tvcn  this  is  not  all.     The  noble  £a>l  fays,  that  Mr. 

Claude  Scott  was  able  to  buy  40,000  facks  of  flour  from  the  roiUcrs 

at  once  ;  arid  this  he  flated  as  a  proof  that  the  millers  ht>arded  up 

flour.     I  turn  to  the  evidence,  and  I  find  Mr.  Claude  Scott  fay, 

that  he  flipulated  for  the  "flour  to  be  delivered  at  the  rate  of  5000 

facks  per  week,  requiring  eight  weeks  to  complete  the  order  !    My 

Ldrds,  I  complain  of  this  want  of  candour  in  the  noble  Earl.    Men 

are  not  to  be  expofcd  to  public  clamour  in  this  way.     They  have 

no  exorbitant  profits  according  to  the  evidence.     And  you  ought  to 

fupport  the  poor  man,  and  the  rifing  man,  in  his  fair  profits.   There 

never  was  any  fentiment  more  true,  nor  more  perfectly  Britifb,  than 

that  of  his' Royal  Highnefs — ^That  you  muft  protcd  the  young  and 

thriving  plant.     If  you  do  not  fence  round  the  feeble  flirub,  and 

protedt  it  from  annoyance  in  its  early  (hooting,  you  can  never  hope 

to  fee  the  full  grown  oak  of  England  rife  to  the  (ky,  and  proted  you 

With  its  fprcading  head.     My  Lords,  theiie  millers  do  not  appear  to 

'I 
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have  any  exceflive  profit.  I  fee  by  the  evidenoe,  that  they  are 
ready;  to  give  up  their  idiIIs.'  Th^  have  ofitred  millst  at  feveir 
per  cent,  upon  the  fums  they  have  funk,  to  this  very  band  of  pa- 
triots who  are  to  have  ten  percent,  for  driving  them  from  the  mar- 
ket !  Your  Lord(hips  cannot  give  countenance  to  fuchj  a  fcheme. 
It  is  without  principle,  and  will  be  found  to  be  pregnant  only  with 
mifchief."  His  Lqrdihip  added,  that  the  bill  i^as .  incompatible 
with  the  genius  of  the  common  law  of  England,  which  made  every 
man  refponfiblc  fur  his  dealings.  This  was  a  bill  to  protect  nien 
in  iniquity;  to  allow  them  to  job,  and  to  fpcculate— nay,  to 
fwindle  in  corn  :  for  men.  who  were  to  be  indemnified  from  the 
paymept  of  their  juft  debts,  were  to  be  permitted  to  fwindle  by  law. 
The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  woolfack,  to  cxprefs  his 
furprifc  at  the  manner  in  which  the  bill  had  been  debated,  very 
little  having i)een  faid  to  the  queAion  for  the  fecond  reading  of  it ; 
in  which  ftage  all  arguments  addrefled  to  its  particular  provifions 
were  ill-timed  and  out  of  place.  The  bill  was  undoubtedly  a  bill 
of  great  and  ferious  importance,  both  for  and  againfl  which  be  ad- 
mitted that  ntany  (Irong  reafons  might  fairly  be  urged  ;  but  he  had 
not  conceived  that  the  unfortunate  turn  of  any  man's  imagination 
would  have  fuggefled  fo.wild,  extravagant,  ^nd  frantic  an  idei^  as 
that  which  their  I/ord(hipshadjuft  heard  from  the  noble  Earl,  that 
under  a  bill,  avowedly  offered  to  Parliament  for  its  confent  to  a 
projed^  to  incorporate*  certain  refpedable  perfons  into  a  company  of 
millers  and  bakers^  was  conceived  a  wicked  delign  to  overturn  tho 
whole  fyftem  of  the  trade  apd  commerce  of  the  country,  and  feize 
upon  it  by  Government's  wrefiing  it  from  the  hands  of  a  variety  of 
merchants  and  manufa6)urers,  who  were  engaged  in  the  condudl  of 
its  feparate  branches.  .  The  whole  of  the  oppofition  to  the  bill  had 
been  founded  on  the  aflumed  ground,  that  it  proceeded  on  an  ad« 
mitted  charge  of  very  improper  pradtice^  in  the  corn  dealers  and 
millers,  and  a  received  opinion,  tiat  the  great  fcarcicy  of  v^eat,  and 
the  dearnefs  of  bread»  which  the  country  bad  felt  during^  the  laft 
winter,  was  imputable  to  their  mifcondu£t.  This  aflumed  groupd 
of  the  bill,  however,  had  not  the  fmalleft  foundation  in  fadt,  nor 
was  any  fuch  charge  or  imputatioA  either  exprefled  or  hinted  at  \r% 
Ac  bill,  but  originated  folcly  in  a  "Ittrt.of  the  ai^ument  of  the 
counfel  employed  by  the  millers  who  had  petitioned  againft  the  billy 
and  which. part  of  his  fpeech  the  learned  gjcntleman  fcemed  rather 
CO  intend  for  the  gratification,  of  thofc  below  the  bar,  than  of  thdr 
Lordflups.  A  more  erroneous  opinion  of  the  ground  andobjcdl  of 
the  bill  could  not  have  been  entertained^  nor  could  he  believe  that 
tfaofe  who  pretended  t»  entertain  it,  really  did  fo.     No  blf  me  had 
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caft  0p6n  i!he  Aiiltcrs  by  (hofe  "who  intrndocdS  'AieVn,  nor  9k 

any  parr  of  the  bill  warrant  any  foch  intentioh  on  thdr  pttt  \  bofv 

on  ilie  doncrary,  the  liolding  forth  an  kfea  (o  that  dfie6l  ^ade  a  fOk 

6f  the  clarnofir  artfully  raifcd  to  create  prejudices  agamft  the  'inea* 

'fare,  not  ihc  popular  clamour  that  a  royal  Duke  had  ^complaifteii 

of  as  the  origin  of  the  bill.     It  had  teen  fatd  by  that  iHaftrkma 

*Perfofiage,  thilt  he  flrnuld  have  been  plritfed  if  the  bin,  like  tile 

Globe  Insurance  Cc^mpany,  had  been  for  a  royal  charter,  inftdad  bf 

an  ad  of  Parliatnent  to  incorporate  ;  bur  a  re)ya1  charter  couli!  n^ 

*have  gjvcn  the  powers  that  the  company  Verc  to  have  under  the 

pfcfcnt  'bill,  1f  It  paifed  i  that  of  beihg  a  joint-flock  company,  artd 

cfpecially  that  of  not  being  liable' to  prtybeyond  their  caphal.    That 

'power  he  wSs  feady  to  admit  to  'the  noble  Earl  (Stanhope)  was 

jiicoiYipatiblc  Viiih  the  genius  of  the  cohimon  hw  of  England;  whidi 

was^  in  that  rcfpe6J,  peculiar  toX3reat  iBritaini  and  dlftinS  fWIn 

ihe  law  of  other  countries,  and  thdfe  eminently  commercial.     In 

j^olland,  forinRance/by  taking  out  a  particular  infirumenr,  and 

regijdering  their  capital,  any  number  qf  pelrfons  might  engage  in  a 

given  fpecutation  of manufadlure  or  trade,  and  not  be  liable  bcyoAd 

'their  capital  fo  regifter^tf.     In  \he  prefent  cafe  a  number  of  moft 

fcfpc£table  iridivWiials,  aiding  from  the  purefl  motives, 'and  iinqucf- 

*ti6riably  with  the  beftlntention*,' came  forward  with  aM^w  tocn- 

*dcavour,  at  fon^e'rilk,  but  not  a  great  one,  individbally  to  be  in- 

^corporatedis'A  joint-floik  coiiapany,  and  not  to  be  liable  beyond 

their  capital.     In  return  fbr  this,  thfey  voluni^nfy  cffercd  to  limit 

their  prdfits  to  to  Jxfcent.  and  to  fubfrtit  their  accbdihtsahriuaHy 

"to  the  infpc£R6n  orbWHoufcs  of  P&rliaTOent.     This  '\^s  mcirr 

'than  any  joint-Wk  c<ifnp&ny  had  evfer  att^rtfpted  to  (SRiTy  and  was, 

In  his  judgment,  a  tcfy  lUfficteht  guard  agaitift  any  6f  the  evils 

'vriiich  liad  been  Yd  ^t^vag&mfjr  4nirtjifttif«d  Ss  the  prbbable  confe- 

quehces  of  ithe^biil's  ^^fl^  into  "a  Ucw.    'ButVhere'  was  afidther  re- 

ftriflion,  which  he  w6(iW{ttteT>jF  ted  by,  ititdSi^hlch  he  th6u|hr  it 

might  not^be'  iihproptr  to 'itir<« ^  tfi<i  bni,«WWrtit*fhoutd-be1ri  a 

Cbfrimittcc.    -Upbn  fo  1tmited:a'  dipHlil'as  iiacH%bfcriber  to"  flic 

l^rojeaf  was  to  be  alloWed'to  a!dv'eiiture,  aMSi^Ith  alithK^d  p^fk'of 

ten  per  cent,  only,  Mirliit  tfah|^^  ^Aom  'the 

carrying  fuch;a  prbjcfef  intdeicilitiAn*«)ra1h«r**Iferidd,  b/VSy'of 

'  experiment  ?  "In  putting  this  queflicn,' he 'Vas  ^etr^(9ing'(r6fnthe 

charaQcre  of 'ft^  emTlltnf 'pcffom  wliofe'haltics*wefrc1n  W^ 

putting,'  for  a  m6fheht,'thd  fecu^  oFgf&t  d^a^Aei^ 

wholly  out  of  theqliinidn.    'A  'i&6fe  frl^iid  if  M^  (EJWof  W^- 

morlandjfhad  ^ackte^t^^,  thlit  Vhe  kvoWed  patri^,  as  tfaky  Had 

been  call^*^illk>'  Ctttfv^fcfVriM'Wim^W^ 


^etait  fdr^fMlr  fl^  tfefft^e^ibilttjr  and  dlfffitsPdfted  pii«iMc  fimtt ;  4mr 
4ie*lmd  ^i^refied  n  wHh  to  fee  the  invifible  patriots^  who  wore  to  be 
Concerned.     Tognrtfy  iitm<e!f  fai  this  point,  the  noble  4Sa#l*m(ift» 
'he'4M9ieveUy  ^Hher  traifel  no^hwardy  to*hts  country,  or  a  little  mole 
*to  the  weft  ;  iot  hi  the  tiorthern  -part  of  Europe  alone  had  he  ev«i^ 
^heard  it  fslid  that  invifible  perfons  were  to  be  feen  ?  'Among  other 
-{Arguments  that  had  Keen  urged  againft  the  bill,  it  had  'been  CM- 
'tended,  that^hts  would  ruin  the  miUers,  and  leflen  the  competition 
-]p the  com  market,  by  tnftituting  a  monopoly  :  On  this  latter  idea 
a  royal  Duke  had  laid  great  ilrefs ;  but  in  both  refpeds  the  oppo^ 
'  nents  of  the  bill  proceeded  on  a  palpable  miflakc.     The  projedt  had 
*not  a  feature  in  it  like  that  of  a  monopoly,  nor  would  it/de(hro]r  or 
diminiflithe  competition  fo  neceffary  in  all  trades,  and  ultimately- (b 
beneficial  to  the  public.     It  would  rather  increafe  the  competition, 
by  fending  a  new  buyer  into  the  market ;  and  it  by  no  means 
^fiedled  a  monopofy,  as  it  excluded  no  perfon  whateTcr  from  en- 
gaging in  a  fimilar  projed  on  the  &me  terms,  which,  exclofil^ 
folely  6f  not  being  liable  beyond  their  capital,  they  might  do'withottt 
any  charter  at  all.     For  the  benefits  of  their  being  a  joiiit^4k)<k 
company,  and  not  liable  beyond  their  capital,  he  had  already  ftat^, 
'that  the  gentlemen  whofe  names  were  in  the  bill,  had  dTeied  Ac 
public  inipedion  of  their  books,  which  was,  he  thought^  a  finr  ba- 
lance.    With  regard  to  the  profits  made  by  millers  and  cem- 
dealers,  he  did  n6t  blame  them  for  making  as  much  as^  they  oodid 
6f  their  capital,  and  their  indufiry.  Every  trader  and  mantifiiAiiitr 
had  a  ri^t  to  trade  to  the  bM  advantage,  provided  he  did  not  vie- 
late  the  laws  6f  his  country ;  and  though  m  all  trades  there  'Wodld 
•ooea(i6nally-be*i)ad  praAices  difcovered,  that  was  no  grcRHKy  fet^  a 
« "general  ftigma  upon  any  given  defcription  of  traders  or^manoAAar- 
^-  eta.    That  there  had  bceri  ferefialUrig  arid  rcgniting^  pn^tdA  ameHg 
'  ^com  ^feaiers  Was  evidehtjffinee  \t  had  tetdy  been  piOTtd,'AiM'a*GOli* 
'•nSS/oti  bad  ihken  place  4n'^tfae  Court  oK King's  ^ndi^bifore^liic 
^Ijofd'  Cbftf  JbAfte  6r&ngland  ;  anda  prior  comiaion'  had^dfo 
been  obtained  for  a  ihiiilar  tifience,  fome  tfane  precetlilig,  kiHie. 
fiMeCburt.   ^Kay'^ey<had  heard' of  whole  fiddy  of  earn  and 
*«Wh^f'havhig'teefl'puithiifed''while'gtowifig,'  whietv  waa^ertainly^'a 
"l^ery 'trtifehie voo^  fpeetet  bPibitRaHingy  and  nuift-  nAfe  the  prieeof 
^  thetnarket.    ^ot  ir*wariil  this  duk  thar^the  fiibferibers^  iimiiii^. 
<  'Ithdr pitoflf  tcy^npei^tthtinvoaldntin  th'eiiiillcr8,as'they*eould  not 
-livetrphn-fdiletidera  pi<Mit,   'Mr/^Brat^in  his  evidence ^ibiesy 
^^  ^diat  fie'lhdeld  tbtpCNEtto  have  a  clear  profit  of -from  fifteen  to 
*>^hteen  ^  cehi**  '  Hia  Lordfhip  ftid,  he  tKd  not  fee  why  it  was 
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variety  of  buitnefles  were  carried  on,  ai)d  carried  on  focceisfullyt  at 
a  fmaller  profit.     In  thecourfe  of  the  feflioa  their  Lordlhips  had 
heard  a  caufe  at  their  bar,  which  went  upon  theTe  daia  :  a  whole(ak 
grocery  buiinefs  had  been  entered  into  by  three  perfonsy  one  of 
whom  chole  at  length  to  bea>me  indolent  and  to  retire  Into  the 
country  ;  and  when  fome  years  afterwards  they  came  to  fettle  their 
partnerihip  accounts,  he  thought  himfelf  111  ufed  by  having  only  an 
intereft  of  eight  percent,  allowed  him  as  the  intereft  earned  on  his 
ihare  of  the  capital.     He  inftituted  a  fuit  in  Chancery,  and  it  came 
at  lengthy  by  writ  of  error,  to  their  Lord(hips'  bar,  where  it  appeartd 
that  upon  the  rcafonable  profit  of  eight  percent,  one  of  the*  partners 
had  acquired  a  plentiful  fortune,  and  rifen  to  the  rank  of  an  Alder- 
man of  I^pdon  (Sir  John  Earner].     It  was  evident,  thercfbre,  that 
at  that  profit  fortunes  might  be  acquired  in  trades  dealing  in  innu* 
merable  fmall  articles,  as  well  as  others  of  a  greater  bulk  and  value, 
for  the  fhop  in  queftion  fupplied  many  of  the  retail  grocers  in  town 
and  country.     His  Lord(hip  faid,  that  upon  full  ooiifideration  it 
appeared  to  h|m  that  the  gentlemen  concerned   ia  the  propofed 
project  aded  with  a  very  laudable  degree  of  public  fpirir  ;  that 
.much  good,  coniequence  might   arife  to  the  metropolis  and  its 
neighbourhood. from  carrying  it  into  execution;  and  that  at  any  rate 
it  vtfould  be  worth  while  to  try  the  experiment,    .He  trufted,  there- 
.  fore,  that  it  would  be  allowed  to  go  to  a  Committee  ;  in  which,  if 
any  of  the  provifions  or  reftrjdtions  ihould  require  amendment  and 
aUerarton,  it  could  be  fuggefled  ^  and  if  k  (hould  appear  to  be  a  wife 
'  and  ufeful  amendment  that  Ihould  be  propofed,  it  might  be  adopted. 
.  For  his  own  part,  hefhould  in  the  Committee  propofe,  in  addition 
•  to  the  prefent  ieftri<S)ions  contained  in  the  bill,  a  claufe  to  render 
.  the  company  liable  to  be  proceeded  againft  by  a  writ  tJi  Jcire  facias^ 
'  and  diflblvijd  upon  a  convidiion  of  any  improper  pradices,  or  abufe 
of  their  powers  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public*  .  With   that  addi- 
.tional  guard  and  fecurity,  it  appeared  to  him  that*  the  experiment 
.might  be  fafcly  tried  ;  and  therefore,  for  the  reafon^  that  he  had 
fiated,  he  (hould  vote  for  the  biirs  being  read  a iecoiid  time.. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  rofe,  merely  t6  explain,  notlo 
fpeak  a  fecood  time  upon  the  bill  \  he  knew  the  order  of  the  Houfe 
too  well  to  do  fo.  The  noble  Earl  near  him.  Lord  Stanhope,  had 
been  pleafed  to  compliment  him  for  the  candour  of  his  ^argument ; 
but  he  had,  at  the  farpe  time,  blamed  him  for  his  want  of  prudence, 
and  his  ra(hnefs.  He  would  venture  to  fay,  that  his  candour  and 
his  rafhnefs  muft  ftand  or  fall  by  one  and  the  fame  criterion  ;  he 
could  not  merit  the  compliment  if  he  deferved  the  cenfure.  He 
bad  before  ftated,  and  be  repeated  it,  that  he  thought  from  fifteen 
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to  eighteen  per  cent,  was  z  larger  profit  than  the  millers  ought  to 
liave. 

Lord  HOBART  faid,   that  whatever  was  the  opinion  that  he 
liad  formed  before  he  entered  the  Houfe  ;  if  after  the  able  fpeech 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  he  ffill  found  himfelf  obliged  to  op- 
pofc  the  bill,  he  did  fo  with  great  deference.     The  noble  Earl  who 
opened  the  debate  had  faid  that  he  knew  oothing  of  the  bill  till  it 
was  brought*  forward  in  the  Houfe  of  Comnnons :  that  being  taken 
to  be  the  fadty  it  was  no  fmall  argument  in  his  mind  againft  the 
bill.     The  gentlemen  whofe  names  were  in  the  bill  were,  men  of 
great  refpedability  undoubtedly,  and  he  gave  them  full  credit  for  the 
'  purity  of  their  intentions  in  coming  forward  on  the  prcfent  occafion; 
but  if  it  had  received  the  fanSion  of  the  noble  Earl  in  the  firA  in- 
ftance/the  great  confidence  he  placed  in  his  abilities,  hi9  judgmentj 
and  his  experience,  would  have  made  him  more  ready  to  rely  on 
the  expediency  of  the  meafure.     If  the  noble  Earl  had  faid,  that  * 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  flour  manufadure  in  the 
Gountrvi   he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  fubmit  the  projed  to  the 
judgment  of  the  reft  of  His  Majcfty's  Minifters,  and  had,  ih  con- 
jundion  wirh  them,  brought  it  forward  in  Parliament,  the  noble ; 
Earl  would  have  madehimfelf^refponfible,  and  the  bill  would  have 
Aood  upon  a  much  lefs  obje£)ionat3e  footing  than  it  did  at  prefent. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack  had  told  them,  that 
fome  foreilallers  and  regraters  had  been  convi^led  in  the  Court  oT 
King's  Bench  recently.     If  they  had  been  confided,  that  was  an 
indubitable  proof  that  the  laws  in  being  were  fuffictent  for  thecon* 
vi£lionof  fuch  crimes,  and  that  no  new  law  for  that  purpofe  was  at* 
all  nrceCfary.     The  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  alfo  told  them, 
'that  any  number  of  perfons  might  now,  without  any  charter,  form 
fuch  a  company  as  the  bill  was  intended  to  incorporate ;  the  iaft 
being  fo,  why,   if  the  gentlemen  whofe  nlimes  were  in  the  bill, 
a6led  upon  the  patriotic  principles  that  had  been  imputed  fo  themy 
(and  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  they  were  not  julUy  inipQted  to 
them)  why  did  not  they  enter  into  the  fame 'engagement  and  the 
fame  defcription,  without  coming  to  Parliament  and  defiring  to  be 
invefted  with  extraordinary  powers,  heretofore  unprecedented  ;  and 
to  prove  the  neccfTity  for  which  no  one  h&  had  been  given  in  evi- 
dence at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  i  Two  examples  had  been  inftanced 
of  inditutions  fimilar  to  that  projcdled  in  the  bill ;  the  one,  the 
infUtution  of  the  Union  Mills  at  Birmingham  ;  the  other,  the  Al- 
bion Mills.     With  regard  to  the  Birmingham  mills,  he  had  been 
informed  from  good  authority,  that  they  had  introduced  a  fpecies  of 
bre<id  that  would  not  have  been  eaten  in  London,  even  by  the 
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poorer  rsAks  of  people.'     If>  hov^ver,  the  Bimiingham  milk  and 

the  Albion  Mills  had  been  found  to  be  attended  with  beneficial 
eSbdU  Co  the  perfons  engaged  in  them,  as  ttiey  wete  not  inooipo- 
ratedy  why  could  not  other  gentlemen  (bUow  their  example  and  in* 
ftitute  fimilar  manu&dorics?  It  was  faid,  that  the  progoCed  projcA 
would  operate  in  favour  of  the  public,  by  grinding  the  wheat  at  a 
low  price,  and  thuis  lowering  the  price  of'bread.  He  had  very  great 
doubt  of  the  advantage  of  fuch  an  ctk&  ;  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands,  that  the  dearnefs  of  provifions,  and  efpccially  of  bread,  wa« 
aferibahle,  not  to  any  combinations  among  the  millers  and  bakers,  but 
to  an  a^^jal  Icarctty,  and  a  deficiency  of  harveft  fof^the  two  lafi  fea- 
toiiHy  and  he  verily  believed  that  under  fuch  circumftances  the  big|i 
pdce  of  bread  had  operated  eflfcntially  for  the  fervice  of  the  commu* 
nity ;  and  that  if  bread  had  not  been  at  fuch  a  high  price,  the  poor 
would  have  had  no  bsead  to  eat.  Hia  Lordlhip  faid,  that  it  waa  inw 
poffible  to  deny  the  hA,  that  a  corporate  company  trading  on  a  eapi- 
tal  of  1 50,0001.  would  have  a  very  (enfiblcimpreffionon  the  market 
at  all  times,  and  pr^udice  the  individual  miller,  dealing  U||on  an  in* 
finitely  fmaller  capital,  to  the  hazard  of  his  ruin.  A  profit  upon  a 
capital  of  150,0901.  would  not  be  ib  fmall  a  profit  a^  it  might  at 
fkft  be  thought  to  be ;  but  on  a  profit  of  ten  per  cent.  oiUy,  the 
Httle  miller  could  not  go  on.  In  the  difference  of  fxze  of  capital  lay 
all  the  aigument ;  and  on  that  account,  as  .well  as  on  the  other  rea« 
fcns  he  had  ftatedr  begging  the  Houfe  loexcufe  him  for  haviog  gone 
in  mueh  at  length  into  the  fubjed  after  k  had  been  fully  debated^ 
he  Qiould  conclude  with  declaring  that  he  (bould  give  the  queAion 
his  decided  negative. 

The  queiHoa  was  then  oalled  fbr,  and  the  Houfe  divided.  On 
the  firft  divifion  i^appeared  that  the  numbers  were  even. 

Contents,  1 1  ;  Not  Contents,  i  (. 
Which,  by  the  ririe  of  the  Houfe,  would  have  iKen  fatal  to  the 
bill ;  but  it  was  thought  that  they  had  been  inaccurately  couittcd, 
and  they  divided  again.     The  numbers  then  were, 

.Contents,  11  ;  Not  Contents,  lo.     Majority,  i. 
Psoxics  were  then  called  for,  when  14  were  given  for  the  bill,  and 
eoly  4  agaiofl  it. 

The  numbers  then  ftood  thus : 

Nat  Contents,  10  ;  Proxies,  4.— -14« 
Contents,    11;    Proxies,   14*^  25. 

On  the  qoeftion.  That  this  bill  be  n committed  on  Wednefdsqf 
next,  the  Duke  of  CLARENCE  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  uw 
Tcrt  the  words,  <'  That  day  three  months : "  but  as  feveral  of  the 
I^ords  6a  the.  bill  bad  left  the  Houfe,  not  expe^Ung  a  <UviSop^  his 
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Rojral  Highnefs  in  eandoor  withdrew  his  amendment.  The  bill 
therefore  ftood  committed  for  Wednefday,  when  counfel  were  to  be 
heard  in  fupport  of  the  petitions  of  the  bakers,  and  various  other»» 
againft  particular  cjaufes  therein* 
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HOUSE  OF  COiMMONS. 

Monday^  July  21. 

In  a  Committee  of  Supply,  after  His  Majefiy's  meflage  had  been 
ready  a  vote  of  credit  for  1,400,0001.  was  moved  for  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  The  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  or« 
dered  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Long  brought  in  three  bills:— -the  firft  for  laiii'ng 
3,000,0001.  by  exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  on  the  firA'atdtf 
granted  next  feflion  of  Parliament ;  -r-  the  fecond  for  raifing 
3,000,000!.^- and  the  third  for  raifing  3,500,000!.  by  thd 
feme  means.  They  were  refpeftively  read  a  firft  timcj  and  or-^ 
dered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow. 

The  deputy  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Middlefex  pre* 
fented  an  account  of  the  number  of  perfons  cdnfined  in  Cold  Bath 
Fields  prifon,  and  a  lift  of  neceflfaries  wanted  in  the  prifon.— -0&> 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  rofe,  in  purfuance  of  notice,  to  move  his  rcfo^ 
lutions  relative  to  the  fiate  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  The  re- 
folutions,  he  faid,  were  fimilar  to  thofe  he  had  had  the^honour  of 
fubmitting  laft  year.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was  necefifary  to  enter 
into  any  detail  of  obfervation  refpeding  them.  If  it  was  the  defire 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  go  into  any  difcuflfion  upon 
the  fubjed,  he  hoped  he  would  mention  fome  future  day  for  that 
purpofe ;  for  himfelf,  he  had  no  wi(h  whatever  to  enter  into  s[ny 
difcuflion  ;  he  confidered  the  fubjed  as  one  involving  a  dry  matter 
of  fad.     He  then  moved  that  the  refolutions  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  then  read  the  feveral  refolutions  as  follow : 

'^  I.  That  the  amount  of  the  public  funded  debt,  on  the  ift  oC 
February  1793^  was  238,231,248!.  exclufive  of  long  and  (horC 
annuities,  and  annuities  for  lives  to  the  amount  of  ii373f55ol. ; 
of  which  fums,  ftock  to  the  amount  of  10,242,1001.  had  been 
purchafed  by  die  commiffioners  for  redeeming  the  national  debt,  and 
annuities  to  the  amount  of  79,8801.  had  fallen  in ;  reducing  the 
adual  amount  of  the  debt,  on  the  i ft  of  FebrMaiy  17939  to 
227,989,1481*  and  the  annuities  to  1,293,6701.    And  that  on 
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the  iftof  FdMfWtrjr  iSoo,  ilock  to  the  amoitntof  3a,4o4,845L 
and  annuities  to  the  amount  of  1 19,880!.  had  been redceioed,  and 
had  fallen  in ;  reducing  the  a&ual  amount  of  debt  exifiing  before 
the  war,  on  the  lA  of  February  1800,  to  205,826,403L  and  cba 
annuities  to  19253,670!. 

<<  II.  That  the  totil  amount  of  ftocic  created  (ince  the  5th  of 
January  1793*  (including  the  amount  created  by  the  fums  bor- 
rowed in  the  prefent  feflion,  and  after  deducing  12,328,4491. 
purcliafed  by  the  commilTioners  on  (he  iftof  February  1800,)  is 
252,961,976!.  of  which  fum  the  intereft  on  7,502^633!.  is  pay- 
able t^  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  iotereft  on  1 5,3 1 5,000!. 
is  payable  by  Ireland ;  and  that  annuities  have  been  granted,  (inoe 
the  5th  of  January  1793,  to  the  amount  of  542,664!.  per  ann.  ; 
of  which  97911*  is  payable  by  Ireland,  and  230,000!.  fay  the 
Emperor  of  Germany. 

<<  III.  That  the  total  amount  of  the  public  funded  debt  (after 
deducing  4497339294I.'  purchafed  by  the  commiffioncrs»  and 
12,133,3711.  t>n  account  of  land-tax  redeemed)  was,  on  the  ifi 
of  February  1800,446,655,008!.;  of  which  fum  22,8 1 7»633]. 
is  on  account  of  Ireland,  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany ;  leaving  a 
funded  debt  charged  on  Great  Britain  of  423»8  37,3751.  including 
56,445,0001.  provided  for  by  the  tax  on  income  ^  and  that  the 
amount  of  annuities  charged  on  Great  Britain  was,  on  the  ift  of 
February  1800,  (after  deducing  what  have  fallen  in,)  in  ihort  an- 
nuities 548,9301.  and  long  annuities  1,007,612!. 

**  IV.  Ttiat  the  fum  applicable  to  the  red^ion  of  the  national 
debt  was,  on  the  ift  of  February  17939  I>427,I43K  andinay»for 
the  year  1800,  be  eftimated  at  5,000,000!. 

**  V.  Tlut  the  annual  chai^  incurred  by  the  permanent  debt, 
on  the  5tb  of  January  17939  was  10,325,866!.  including 
1,000,000!*  applicable  to  the  reduflion  of  the  debt :  that  tlie  an* 
nual  ^charge  incurred  by  the  permanent  debt,  created  (ince  the  5th  of 
January  17939  (exclufive  of  intereft  payable  by  Ireland,  and  in- 
cluding the  charge  incurred  by  the  loan  of  the  prefent  feflion,)  is 
89582,395!.  including  1,870,399!.  applicable  to  the  redadiion  of 
debt ;  and  that  a  farther  charge  of  49797351*  per  annum  is  gua- 
ranteed by  Parliament,  in  default  of  payment  of  the  intered  of  cer- 
tain loans  by  His  Majcfty  the  Emperor  of  Germany.       ''^ 

**  VI.  That,  exclufive  of  anticipations  of  the  receipt  of  certain 
taxes  and  payments  on  loans  to  the  amount  of  8,360,960!.  tlie 
unfunded  debt  in  exchequer  bills,  remaining  to  l)e  provided  for,  was, 
on  the  5th  of  January  1800,  i  i)999974ol. 
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"  That  the  debt  of  the  navy,  remaining  to  be  provided  for,  was, 
on  the  5th  of  January  1800,  5,992,288!. 

*•  That,  under  the  Iieads  of  trcafury,  army,  barracks,  advances 
from  civil  lift,  deficiency  of  way$  and  means  for  1 799,  and  re-pay- 
ments to  be  made  for  fervices  not  voted,  but  paid  out  of  grants  for 

1799,  outftanding  demands,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  made  up,  re- 
vnained  to  be  provided  for  on  the  5th  of  January  1800,  to  the 
amount  of  2,048,54.0!. 

**  And  that  the  total  amount  of  exchequer  bills,  navy  debt,  and 
demands  outftanding,  unprovided  for  on  the  5th  of  January  iSoO^ 
was  20,040,5681. :  of  which  fum  7,548,272!.  has  been  fincc 
provided  for  out  of  the  loan  of  the  prefent  feflion,  leaving  an 
unfunded  debt,  unprovided  fer,  of  12,492,296!.  excluiive  of 
3,000,000!.  advanced  as  a  loan  to  the  public  by  the  Bank,  for  th« 
renewal  of  the  Bank  charter. 

"  VII.  That  the  net  produce  of  the  old  permanent  taxes ^xifting 
previous  to  the  war,  was,  January  5,  1793*  14,284,000!. 

**  That  the  net  produce  of  the  old  permanent  taxes  exifting  pre- 
vious to  the  war,  was,  on  the  5th  of  January  1 800,  1 5^586,5041; 

**  That  the  net  produce  of  the  taxes  impofed  fince  the  5th  of 
January  1793,  amounted  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January 

1 800,  to  8,205,290!. 

**  And  that  the  total  net  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes,  on  the 
5th  of  January  1800,  amounted  to  23,791, 794K 

"  VIII.  That  the  total  official  value  of  all  imports  into  Great 
Britain,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  17939  was 
19,659,3581. ;  and  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  ending  thd  5th  of 
January  1793,  was  18,685,399!. 

**  That  the  total  official  value  of  all  imports,  in  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January  1800,  was  29,945,8081. ;  and  on  an  average 
of  fix  years,  ending  the  5th  of  January  1800,  was  24,505,1 251* 

*'  IX.  That  the  total  official  value  of  Britifti  produce  and  fna- 
nufa6lures  exported,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1 793, 
was  18,336,8511. ;  and  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  ending  the 
5th  of  January  1793,  was  14,771,409!. 

'*  That  the  total  official  value  of  Britifti  produce  an3^  manufac- 
tures exported  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1800,  was 
24,084,0881. ;  and  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  ending  the  jth  of 
January' 1 800,  was  18,804,254!. 

**  X.  That  the  total  official  value  of  foreign  merchandize  ex- 
ported from  Great  Britain  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January 
'793'  ^^^  ^iSf^ifZA-^^'  9  ^^^  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  epding 
the  5tbof  January  17939  was  5,469,0141. 
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^<  That  the  total  official  value  of  foreign  mercbandixe  eiepbrted 
in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  180O9  was  Iii9o6»6o81. ; 
and  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  ending  the  5th  of  January  1800, 
was  11,677,3811.  , 

**  XL  That  the  total  fum  to  be  raifed  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
year  1800  may  be  edimated  as  follows,  viz. 

'*  Intereft  of  public- funded  debt,  charges  of  ma- 
nagement and  finking  fund,  on  the  5th  of  January 

1800,  after  deducing  the  intereft  payable  by  Ire- 
land  % )C-J^9>3«7»7M 

^*  InterefV,  &c.  to  be  incurred  and  paid  between 
tiie  5th  of  January  1800,  and  the  5th  of  January 

1 80 1 ,  on  fiock  created  by  loans  in  the  prefent  feflion 

|o  the  amount  of  18,500,0001. 9621850 

'<  Intereft  on  exchequer  bills,  eftimated  to  be  the 
iameas  paid  in  the  y^arending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1800     i,o2r,626 

*•  Civil  lift 898,000 

*^  Other  charges  on  the  confolidated  fund,  efti- 
inated  to  be  the  fame  as  in  the  year  ending  the  5tb  of 

January  1800 • 239f297 

*^  Civil  government  of  Scotland,  penfions  on  re- 
venue, militia  and  deferters  warrants,  and  bountjes 
for  promoting  filheries,  &c.  eftimated  as  before*  •  *  •        647,183 
**  Charges  of  management  of  the  revenue,  efti-* 

Qiated  a$  before i»6o7,543 

f*  Eftimated  charges  of  collediing  income  taxr  •  •  •       150,000 
''Supplies  voted  for  1800,  exclufive  of  vote  of 

credit,  1799    35*686,552 

M  Advance  to  Ireland >• 2,000,000 

'<  Vote  of  credit  for  probable  contingencies    •  •  •  •     1,400,000 
'Mntereft  payable  for  imperial  loans   •  •  * 497»735 

^.64,438,488 

^*  XII.  That  it  appears  by  the  report  of  a  Comr 
mittee'of  this  Houfe  in  1791,  that  the  aflual  escpen- 
jditure  of  the  peace  eftablt(hment  (including  the  an- 
nual rpillion  for  the  finjcing  fund)  was  on  an  average 
of  five  years,  ending  the  5th  of  January  1791  •  •  •  •  16,816)985 

''  That  the  additional  charge  incurred  by  debt 
created  fince  17931  exclufive  of  intereft  payable  by 
Ireland,  is 89582,395 

f^  That  the  additional  charge  to  be  incurred  for 
|ncrcafed  amount  of  excbe^iier  bills  ou.tftanding,  is  iSi^^O 
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**  That  the  additional  charge  to  be  incurred  for 

intereft  of  navy  debt  is £•  15O1OOO 

,    *^  That  the  s^ddittonal  charge  incurred  on  the  con- 

folidated  fund  is ;.•... 1319650 

**  That  the  additional  charge  incurred  for  a  fum 
annually  voted  for  redemption  of  debt  is 200,000 

'^  That  the  additional  charge  on  1 8,000  feamen, 
the  number  employed  in  the  lad  peace,  from  augmen- 
tation of  pay,  addition  to  their  provifions,  and  in- 
creafed  price  of  naval  Aores,  cannot  be  e(ii  mated  at 
lefs  than r 35  l,oo6 

**  That  the  additional  pay  to  the  army,  on  the 
fame  number  as  in  the  laft  peace,  dcdufling  Aoppages, 
cannot  be  lefs  than 1 70,000 

^*  That  the  increafed  charge  of  half- pay  and  Chel- 
fea,  cannot  be  eflimated  at  lefs  than 139,000 

**  That  the  increafed  charges  of  the  ordnance, 
calculated  on  the  numbers  in  the  laft  peace,  cannot 
be  effimated  at  lefs  than 49»5oo 

"  And  that  the  future  peace  eftablifcmcn^  (cxclu- 
five  of  any  charges  to  be  incurred  by  inrered  on  fums 
to  be  paid  on  winding  up  the  expences  of  the  war, 
exclufive  of  any  augmentation  in  the  naval  or  mili- 
tary eftabllAiments  beyond  the  laft  peace;  and  cx- 
cluftveof  497yOOoL  intereft  due  by  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  and  guaranteed  by  Parliament),  cannot  be 
eftimated  at  lefs  than 26,636,530 

''  XIII.  That  the  grofs  produce  of  the  tax  on  income  for  the 
year  ending  the  5th  of  April  1800  (excluftve  of  voluntary  contri^i 
butions);  did  not  exceed  the  fum  of  5,801,6241. 

"  XIV.  That  the  amount  of  3  percent,  ftock  (of  which  the 
intereft  is  to  be  defrayed,  and  the  principal  to  be  redeemed  by  the 
tax  upon  income)  created  in  the  year  1798,  was  i6,ooo,oool. ; 
in  the  year  1799,  19,250,000!.;  and  in  the  year  180O9 
21,195,000!. ;  making  a  total  amount  to  be  redeemed  by  the  tax 
on  income,  of  56,445,000!. 

**  XV.  Th^  fuppofing  the  war  to  end  with  the  prefent  year, 
the  net  annual  produce  of  the  tax  on  income  to  be  6,ooo,oooL 
and  the  3  per  cenfs.  to  be,  on  an  average,  at  80,  the  fum  of 
56,445,0001.  together  with  the  intereft  thereon,  would  not  be  re- 
deemed until  the -beginning  of  the  year  1810  ;  and  that  the  proba« 
ble  annual  expenditure  during  the  (irft  nine  years  of  peace  (ex- 
clufive of  any  charges  to  be  incurred  for  fums  to  be  paid  on  winding 
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up  the  expencesof  the  war,  or  any  increafe  in  the  naval  or  militarjf 
eftabliihments,  beyond  the  lad  peace),  cannot  be  eftimated  at  Icfs  than 
32,600,000!/* 

Mr.  Ghancellor  PITT  obfcrvcd,  that  as  far  as  the  refoliitions 
went,  they  appeared  to  him  to  be  concA ;  but  having  fome  ad* 
ditional  tcfolutions  to  propofe,  he  wiihed  that  the  debate  fliould 
he  adjourned  till  Thurfday,  on  which  day  he  could  bring  them 
forward. 

The  debate  was  accordingly  adjourned. 

Sir  F.  BURDETT  JONES  rofc  to  poftpone  his  motion  rda- 
tfve  to  the  prifon  in  Cold  Barh  Fields  till  Wedncfday  next.  He 
cxpedtcd  to  receive  fome  further  information  in  the  mean  time, 
which,  added  to  the  circumdance  of  an  honourable  friend  of  his 
having  requeilcd  that  he  would  bring  forward  his  motion  that 
evening,  induced  him  to  defer  it.  t  • 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  —  '*  What  is  the  nature  of  the  motioa 
of  which  the  honourable  Baronet  has*  given  notice  ? '' 

Sir  F.  B.  JONES.—"  I  mean  to  move  for  an  inquiry." 
Mr.  W.  DUNDAS  faw  no  neceflity  for  delay.     The  inquiry 
was  in  itfelf  not  at  all  neceflary. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  if  the  objeft  genuinely  in  view 
was  a  public  inquiry  for  public  good,  that  object  would  be  fubftan* 
tially  attained  by  difcuflion  in  that  Houfe.  The  honourable  Baronet, 
whofe  motives  were,  he  believed,  perfcdtly  worthy  of  a  member  of 
Parliament,  could  hardly  wiOi  to  irritate  and  goad  the  public  mind  ; 
and  yet  fuch  were  likely  to  be  theeiFe<£is  of  repeatedly  agitatir^  a 
fubje<£l  in  which  pafllon  was  fo  likely,  for  the  moment  at  leaft,  td 
prevail  over  rcafbn.  Thofc,  therefore,  whofe  real  objeft  was  to  direft 
the  attention  of  Government  to  the  ftate  of  the  jail  in  Cold  Bath 
Fields,  would  furely  be  fatisfied  with  the  difculTion  in  that  Houfe. 
No  grounds  had  been  laid  for  the  interference  of  Parliament.      If 
the  fafls  ftatcd  by  the  honourable  Baronet  and  his  friends  were  ge- 
nuine to  any  extent — were  fuch  efpecially  as  to  require  that  Go- 
vernment fhould,  by  the  exertion  of  its  executive  power,   make  an 
alteration  in  the  fyftcm  of  the  jail!,  gentlemen  might  aflurc  them* 
felvcs  that  Government  would   pay  every  proper  attention  to  the 
fubjef^.     This  too  vtas  the  wifcr  courfe.    Only  Government  could 
give  inftruAions  to  the  magiftrates  with  efFc(9,  and  it  would  have  no 
pbjeflion  to  do  fo  whenever  it  perceived  the  neceflity  of  interference. 
Hence  the  propriety  of  referring   all  complaints  to  Government  in 
the  firil  inftance  ;  and  if  the  honourable  Baronet   would  refer  all 
perfons  complaining  to  him  to  Government,  (hould  Government  not 
nquir  e  into  the:caufcs  of  complaint,  and  remove  the  grievancesj  if  ~ 
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anf  €Xi(le4i  the  honourable  Baronet  might  ultimately  apply  to  the 
Houf<^;Hfd  fuch  an  application  could  not  fail  to  be  received  with 
aU^'tlie  attention  due  to  its  importance.  It  would  be  extremely 
impolitic,  did  the  Houfe  take  up  fuch  matters  in  the  firft  inAance. 
It  would  be  inconliftent  with  its  fund^ions  to  aflume  that  which  was 
properly  the  office  of  the  Executive  Government,  and  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Board  of  Police,  inftead  of  looking  forward  to  the  falutary 
operations  of  Government,  or  waiting  to  be  reforted  to  in  the  laft 
inftance.  The  delay  propofed  by  the  honourable  Baronet  appeared 
ill-judged  ;  for  the  Houfe  would  on  Wednefday  be  within  forty- 
eight  hours  of  finifhing  all  the  public  bulinefs.  But  as  in  the  ad- 
vanced ftate  of  the  feflion  the  inquiry  was  not  prafiicable,  he  fub- 
tnitted  to  the  honourable  Baronet,  whether  the  better  way  would 
not  be  to  defer  the  rnotion  for  the  prefent  altogether. 

Sir  F.  B.  JONES  faid,  that  as  he  differed  in  opinion  from  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  he  muft  perfid  in  his  intention  of 
bringing  forward  the  motion  for  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  thought  that,  as  the  Houfe  had  enter^  on  a 
fimilar  inquiry  laft  feffion,  the  principle  of  a  dire<St  interference  in 
the  government  of  the  jail  was  recognized  ;  and  there  being,  in  his 
mind,  a  ftrong  cafe  laid,  he  muft  think  an  inquiry  neceflfary.  He 
wilhed,  however,  his  honourable  friend  would^bring  forward  his 
motion  to-morrow ;  to  which  Sir  Francis  agreed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuefday,  July  22. 

The  Houfe  refolved  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Infanity  Bill, 
Lord  Walsing^am  in  the  chair. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  propofed  two  additional  claufcs 
by  way  of  amendment  to  the  bill.  After  adverting  generally  to  the 
great  and  various  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  infane  perfons 
when  fuflfered  to  go  at  large,  and  without  the  lead  rcftraint,  and  ob* 
ferving  that  nothing  in  the  bill  appeared  to  him  effcdtually  to  re- 
medy this  evil,  his  Lordfhip  ftated,  that  the  objed  of  the  firfl  claufe 
was  to  render  individuals,  apprehended  on  fufpicion  of  labouring 
under  the  dangerous  and  dreadful  malady  in  queftion,  amenable  to 
fummary  juftice  \  and  thereby  more  eifedtually  to  provide  for  the 
public  fecurity.  It  was  propofed  by  the  claufe,  to  prevent  fuch  in- 
dividuals from  being  bailed  in  any  circumftances,  without  the  eon- 
cucrence  of  one  of  thofe  roagiftrates  who  committed  bim^  except  \»i 
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the  Jud^,  or  at  the  Quarter  Seflions  of  the  Peace.*— The  Awak 
being  vread  which  went  toenad  the  above. 

Earl  STANHOPE  rofe  and  complained  of  the  propofed  regula- 
tion a»  fevere  and  oppreiEve.  He  wifhed  the  noble  Lord  to  ftate, 
whether  he  noeanr,  that  fuppofing  four  nnagiftrates^  before  whom 
fucb  individual  fliould  be  brought  for  bail^  (hould  concur  in  the 
propriety  of  admitting  him,  the  proceeding  (hould  be  illegal,  ex- 
cept the  individual  magiftrate  who  committed  him  (]gni6ed  his 
oonfent. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  obfervcd,  that  fuch  was  cer- 
tainly the  prefent  objed  of  this  claufe. 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  CLARENCE,  without  wifli- 
ing  to  give  an  exprcfs  opinion  upon  the  amendment,  rofe  to  vindi* 
cate  the  general  chara^cr  of  the  magiftracy  of  this  country,  who, 
he  alTcrted,  were  incapable  of  the  grofs  imprc^riety  of  condud 
which  a  noble  Earl  feemed  to  have  in  contemplation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  Earl  Stanhope  fpoke  fcverally 
in  explanation  ;  after  which  the  queftion  on  the  claufe  was  put 
.  and  carried^  and  the  claufe  was  ordered  to  fiand  as  part  of  the 
bUL 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (aid,  that  the  fecond  claufe  pm- 
ceeded  on  a  principle  fimUar  to  the  firft,  namely,  public  fecurirj 
—but  more  efpecially  with  a  reference  to  the  perfonal  fafety  of  the 
Sovereign.  It  was  vi'cW  known,  that  perfons  labouring  under  this  de- 
plorable calamity  had  an  unaccountable  propenfity  to  intrude  them- 
felves  into  the  relidenceof  HtsMajedy.  Nolefs  than  four  inftances 
of  this  kind,  more  or  Icfs  alarming,  had  occurred  lince  the  aflfairof 
Hadfield.  One  indance  was  particularly  of  this  defcription,  and 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  illufirious  perfonagc  then  prefent. 
However,  as  much  as  poffible  to  remedy  this  evil,  the  claufe  he 
(hould  propofe  would  go  tq  authorize  the  Secretary,  or  fonie  other 
high  officer  of  Date,  to  apprehend  and  detain  perfons  of  that  de- 
fcription  found  in  fuch  fufpicious  circumftanceSy  and  to  cauie  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry  to  take  place ;  and  in  cafe  the  individuals 
fliould  be  found  really  infane,  to  take  the  moil  effectual  ileps  for 
iecOring  him. 

The  claufe  was  agreed  to,  and  inferted ;  and  the  bill  pafied  the 
Committee. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  left  the  w<yilfadc,  and  havir^ 
the  Executory  Devifes  bill  in  his  hand,  as  it  had  been  fent  up  from 
the  Commons  whh  amendments,  explained  to  the  Houfe  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  pmgrefs  of  the  bill^  and  the  nature  of  the  amendments 
made  to  it  in  the  Commons.     His  Lord(hip  faid,  it  was  not  a  bill 
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that  had  bcch  precipitated  through  Parliament  in  any  manner,  fincc 
it  had  been  introduced  into  that  Houfe  early  in  the  fcflion,  thcii 
printed  for  the  infpcflion  of  their  Loidfhips,  the  Members  of  the 
other  Houfe  and  the  public,  and  no  further  ftcp  taken  rcfpefling  it 
for  fomc  months.  He  had  thought  it  ncceflary  to  confult  the 
Judges,  and  defire  their  examination  of  the  bill,  and  their  opinioii 
upon  it.  He  had  received  from  fome  of  them  fevcral  fuggcftions 
fit  to  be  attended  to,  and  had  amended  the  bill  accordingly.  He. 
had  then  fent  copies  of  the  bill  to  each  of  the  mo(^  eminent  convey- 
ancers, had  requefted  them  to  look  over  it  with  attention,  to  confi- 
der  it  wirh  care,  and  te  favour  him  with  their  gehcral  opinion  of  it^ 
proviHons.  In  confequenee  of  their  advice^  he  had  changed  the 
language  and  expreiTion  of  it,  and  put  it  chiefly  into  conveyancing 
terms,  in  which  form  it  was  fcnt  down  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Xhat  in  that  Houfe  a  learned  friend  of  bis,  to  whom  the  contlu^i 
of  the  bill  had  been  entrufted,  had  thought  it  right  to  take  out  all  the 
conveyancing  terms,  and  put  it  into  plain  EnglKh  and  plain  Ian* 
guage,  fo  as  to  render  it  perfedly  clear,  explicit,  and  intelligible  to 
every  capacity.  His  Lordfhip  explained,  that  necedarily,  from  the 
nature  of  the  tenure  of  Janded  eftates,  fo  different  from  thofe  of 
landed  eftates  in  this  country,  it  did  not  extend  to  real  or  freehold 
eftates  in  Scotland,  but  ot)ly  went  to  perfonal  eftates  and  perfonal 
property  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  To  his  learned  friend,  the 
Maftei*  of  the  Rolls,  'he  hAd  communicated  all  the  fuggcftions  of  the 
Judges  aild  the  conveyancers  to  whom  he  had  fubmitted  the  bill^ 
and  it  had  pafted  the  Commons  with  fome  amendments,  but, 
vrich  a  few  exceptions,  with  general  approbation.  He  therefore 
moved,  **  That  ^he^  bill,  with  Its  amendments,  be  agreed  to.'*.  It 
^fted  tremtne  aiJJentUnte.  ► 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS; 

Tuefdayy  July  22. 

Mr.  BitAGGE  brought  iip  the  repo»^  from  the  Committee  of 
Bupply,  of  the  refolution  granting  to  His  Majefty  the  fum  of 
i,4oo,oool.  to  enable  His  Majefly  to  fulfil  his 'engagements  with. 
the  Emperor  arid  other  powers,  &c.  as  exigetKics  may  require ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  the  report  front  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  t6  examine  a  plan  for  enlarging  the  Hoiife  of 
Comihohs  for  the  accommodattbn  of  the  members  of  the  United 
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Parliament.  The  report  dated,  that  the  Committee  had  infpeficd 
the  Houfc,  and,  together  with  Mr.  Wyatt,  the  architedl,  had  agreed 
upon  a  plan  which  they  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  ;  it  further  ilatcd, 
that  confiderable  advantages  might^be  gained  by  improving  the 
communications ;  and  offered  the  fame  for  the  confider^tion  of  the 
Houfe,.  with  a  recommendation  to  fubmit  the  faid  plan  to  His  Ma- 
jcAy  for  his  mod  gracious  approbation.— -Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
tabic.  '         .  ' 

Mr.  ROSE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the,  Houfe  to  go  into 
a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  granting  to  His  Majedy  a  certain  fum 
out  of  the  confolidated  fun4  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1800.  He 
then  moved  an  indruAibn  to  the  Committee,  that  they  (hould  be 
enabled  to  receive  a  claufe  of  approbation  ;  whicif  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Comhiittee,  in  which  the  claufe,  &c. 
was  adopted,  and  it  was  propofed  to  fill  up  the  blank  with 
5,aoo,oool. 

Mr.  ROBSON  faid,  that  he  ftrongly  objefled  to  a  charge 
brought  upon  the  countrj'  by  the  fum  of  150,000!.  which  heiaw 
was  to  be  given  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany  as  an  indemnification 
for  the  lofs  of  his  magazines,  dores,  &c.  This  demand  he  ooQ" 
lidqred  as  one  of  the  mod  extravagant  and  cxtraordinaiy  that  could 
poflTibly  be  made.  H^  did  not  fee  what  claim  could  pofldUy  be 
made  by  the  Emperor,  as  he  lod  them  by  the  fortune  of  war ;  for 
which  rifle  he  was  already  paid,  and  for  which  confideration  be 
ran  the  hazard  of  the  war.  *By  this  grant,  he  (aid,  a  precedent 
would  be  edablidied  that  would  leave  no  end  to  our  grants  \  and 
it  would  be  impoffible  to  check  any  account  fubjed  to  fucb  contin^ 
gent  calls.  He  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  fay  at  lead  fo  much, 
when  hefaw  another  grant  of  500,000  guineas  going  out  of  die 
country,  at  a  time  when  taxes  were  4iigh,  and  when  didrefs  was  fo 
general  that  the  people  could  fcarcely  fudain  the  weight  of  them. 
Under  fuch  condderations,  he  could  not  dt  dill  and  vote  away  in 
fuch  a  manner  the  public  money.  The  effcA  of  fuch  precedents 
would  be,  that  next  feflion  we  (hould  have  .tails  to  all  the  public 
accounts  that  were  delivered  into  the  Houfe.  He  wilhed  to  know, 
when  the  treaty  with  Rudia  would  end. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  there  was  but  one  grant  of  that 
defcription  which  the  honourable  gentleman  gave ;  that  was  the 
grant  of  150,0001.  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany.  The  Committee 
would  then  judge,  whether  His  Majcdy  was  at  liberty  to  (hew  hit 
gencTofity  to  the  Emperor  under  the  difadrous  events  of  Stochach ; 
and  whether  thc;y  would  feel  difpofcd  to  ratify  the  grant  made  under 
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fuch  circumftances*     A'  tp  the  treaty  with  Ruflia,  it  would  end 
when  the  Ruffians  were  gone.  ' 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  that  to  be  juft  before  we  were  generous,  did 
certainly  apply  here  ;•  but  were  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
ftate,  that  thofe  expences  were  likely  to  decreafe,  it  would  be  fome 
fatisfaAion.  The  (hort  and  long  of  the  bufinefs,  faid  Mr.  Jones, 
is  this,  that  the  loan  to  the  Emperor  h  no  more  than  a  ranfom  for 
Vienna,  and  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  Bonap;irte. 

The  blank  was  then  filled  up  with  the  fum  of  5,200,000!.  arid 
the  bill  pafled  the  Committee.  The  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the 
I'eport  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  amended  bill  for 
preventing  unlawful  combinations  of  workmen  ;  which  was,  that  it 
Ihould  be  read  a  thlrd'time.  ^ 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  on  a  full  and  ma- 
'ture  confideration  of  the  bill,  he  had  to  obje£t  to  a  claufe  which  was 
in  its  nature  highly  exceptionable.  The  claufe  was  thiat  which 
went  '*  to  ellablilh  a  fummary  mode  for  fettling  all  dtfputcs  that 
may  arife  between  mafters  and  workmen  refpe6!ing  wages,  and  that 
their  work  ihould  be  fettled  by  arbitration,  or  reference  of  fuch  mas- 
ter or  matters  in  difpute ;  that  fuch  award  (hould  he  final  and  cun- 
dufive,  btit  that  in  cafe.of  the  arbitrators  not  being  able  to  agree,  and 
come  to  an  aWard  in  the  fpace  of  three  days,  then  that  the  difpute 
fliould  be  referred  to  one  of  His  Majefty^s  juftices  of  the  peace, 
whofe  award  (hall  be  final  and  conclufive."  To  this  claufe  he  ob- 
jedied,  as  its  obvious  tendency  was  to  fi^  the  wages  ;  and  (he  ad« 
juftment  was  a  mere  pretence,  maflving  that  very  purpofe.  The  oh- 
jc£l  of  the  claufe  iii  reality  was,  to  fettle  and  adjuft  wages,  and  not 
fucii  differences  as  may  arife  on  the  contrad  itfclf.  As  fuch,  no 
^geittleman  u*ould  imagine  that  a  bill  begun  for  one  purpofe,  (hould 
embrace  another  that  never  could  be  its  aim«  On  a  referer)ce,  the 
workman  may  name  an  improper  perfon  that  a  mafter  would  be 
obliged  to  meet,<— this  would  be  a  fort  of  Solicitor  General  in  that 
trade,  who  Would  no  doubt  be  paid  and  indemnified  for  his  labour 
und  genius.  It  was  further  provided,  that  in  cafe  they  did  not 
agree,  the  parties  could  go  before  a  ju(^ice.  This  muft  be  highly 
cmbarraffing  to  a  maf^er  io  bufinefs  who  may  employ  a  great  num- 
ber of  hands  ;  and  fo  numerous  may  the  difputes  happen  to  be,  that 
he  could  have  little  time  left  for  his  manufa<3orv,  as  he  mav  l>c 
called  upon  to  attend  at  one  time  a  number  of  arbitrators  from  this 
vexatious  claufe,  which  would  prove  an  engine  of  vexation,  and 
completely  fubjeft  the  mafters  to  their  workman.  For  thefe  rca- 
fons  he  would  move  that  the  whole  claufe  fhould  be  omiilcd.  , 
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Colonel  GASCOYNE  faid,  it  was  cxtraordinaiy  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (hould  have  delayed  his  objedlioos  to 
|hc  laft  ftage  of  the  bill.  The  bill  was  one  month  in  its  coorTe  ; 
it  was  befprc  a  moft  rcfpcdahlc  Scleft  Committeey  ^delayed  from 
day  to  day  at  the  inftancc  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
not  one  fyllablc  objedled  by  him  againft  it  until  now  :  and  the  very 
claufe  itfelf,  fo  objectionable  in  his  opinion*  wa$  copied  vertn/im 
from  an  a<a  of  this  feflion,  '*  the  Cotton  Manufafturcrs  aft^"  a  ^it- 
cumflance  that  the  right  honourable  gcntlemari,  with  all  his  l^al 
abilities,  did  not  fceqi  aware  of.  Had  he  met  with  this  oppoBrion 
in  the  Committee,  he  fhould  have  been  better  prepared  for  it,  as  he 
fufpedled  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  bis  objedions  from  cer- 
tain individuals  in  trade,  who  had  a  large  inrereft  in  giving  the  bill 
this  oppofition.  The  interefls  of  thofe  gentlemen  would  certainly 
pc  hurt,  inafmuph  as  thofe  mul£b  and  fines  derived  to  them  from 
certain  neglefis  of  duty,  ^c.  would  be  done  away  by  the  claufe  noyr 
propofed  to  be  omitted,  and  hence  their  objc£lions«  It  wa^adinitted 
by  all,  that  a  fummary  mode  of  proceeding  was  ^ccethry  \  this 
claufe  would  produce  that  efFe£^y  and  would  reconcile  tradi^fmcn  to 
the  other  parts  of  the  bill,  and  to  all  the  ameivimcots  of  the^right 
Iionourable  gentleman,  which  were  on  account  of  this  claufe  ad- 
mitted. Their  minds  were  reconciled  by  this  claufe,  which  before 
were  much  irritated  ni:ainft  the  bill ;  and  he  would  ofk,  whether  it 
!iffcrc  not  better  to  let  the  bill  pafs,  than  give  provocation  by  rejcfi- 
ing  the  only  fccurity  that  the  workmen  had  for  the  good  behaviour  of 
tnaflers  towards  them  r  Combinations  were  as  frequent  amongft 
mafter*  as  journeymen,  as  having  an  oppofite  intcrefl ;  and,  on  that 
confideration,  fomething  fbould  be  thitwn  into  the  fcaleof  the  lat- 
ter. Without  that  claufe,  the  bill  would  not  be  worth  accepting, 
and  he  could  not  coUcdl  from  the  arguments  of  the  Attortiey  Ge- 
neral any  reafon  for  omitting  it ;  nor  could  he  conceive  why  th^ 
w6rkman  would  not  choofe  a  refpe£lable  perfon,  as  an  arbitrator  for 
his  differences  ;  did  he  do  othcrwife,  it  muli  carry  his  caufe  (in  cafe 
of  a  difagreement  in  the  arbitration)  before  the  juftico  with  a  confi- 
derable  degree  of  prejudice, luch  as  men  are  naturally  fubjedt  to; 
for  thefe  reafons  he  would  oppofe  the  omifTion  of  the  claufe^  as  it 
was  that  which  was  mofl  likely  to  prevent  combination. 

.  Mf .  DEI^T  wifhed  that  they  would  try  the  experiment,  by  let- 
ting the  bill  paf&  for  one  feflipn,  as  the  Attorney  General  had  not 
ftated  bis  arguments  earlier,  which  would  have  been  fairer,  and  mora 
ponflQent  with  that  candour  for  which  he  was  fo  remarkable.  Hp 
refcued  ^hc  workmen  from  any  imputation  of  fcleding  impropqr 
perfons  to  adjuft  their  djfputes  with  the/natlcrs ;  and  £ud^  thai  they 
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would  not  be  led  to^faooTe  iNid  or  improper  perfons  Ibrfhat  pdrpoTey 
as  there  was  as  much  order  aiid  decencjr  in  the  lower  as  in  the 
higher  dalles  of  focicty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  not  wi(b  to  trouble  the 
Houfe  at  prefent  with  any  obf/crvadons  on  the  daufe  in  qaeffion, 
which  certainly  Was  liable  to  objedions,  and  which  admitted,  to  a 
large  extent,  the  conflrudlion  which  his  right  honourable  friend  had 
put  upon  it.  He  thought  it  beft,  however,  to  confider  it,  and  would 
move  to  adjourn  the  debate  until  to-morrow,  for  the  purpofe  of  ob- 
taining fuller  information  on  the  fubjef^." 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  the  Attorney  Generars  was  the  mod 
extraordinary  propofal  he  had  ever  heard.  ^*  In  the  laft  ftagc  of  a 
bill  a  right  honourable  gentleman  propufes  to  take  away  a  elaufe 
in  which  the  whole  virtue  of  the  bill  confiAs ;  and,  after  he  has 
been  completely  refuted,  his  right  honourable  friend,  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  rifes  to  move  that  the  debate  be  adjourned 
till  he  (hall  have  time  to  devife  new  arguments."  This  daufe^ 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was  copied  almoft  verbatim  from  an  aA  which 
had  pafTcd  lad  feilion  of  Parliament,  for  the  regulation  of  the  cotfon 
manufadlorics,  and  contained  nothing  but  what  was  juft,  reafooablc^ 
and  p9liric.  He  muft  hear  very  different  arguments  before  he 
jwould  confent  to  the  debate  being  put  off  a  fingle  hour. 

The  Solicitor  General  fhortly  argued  againft  the  daufc^ 
and  in  favour  of  adjourning  the  debate. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  upon  Mr,  Pitt's  motion,  when  there 
appeared — rAves,  31  ;  Noes,  14.     Majority,  17. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  JONES  rofe  to  move  for  an  in- 
quiry jntothe economy  of  the  Houfeof  Corredion  in  Cold  Bath  Fields. 
He  began  by  fayiog, .  that  he  had  thought  it  would  not  have  been 
neceffary  for  him  to  take  up  one  minute  of  the  time  of  the  Hoqfe,  at 
the  papers  which  had  been  laid  before  thdm  contained  fuch  various, 
firong,  and  incontrovertible  proofs  that  the  grofleft  abufes  had  been 
committed,  and  as.  every  one  teftified  an  eager  defire  to  have  the 
affair  (ifted  to  the  bottom.  From,  fome  converfations,  however, 
which  he  had  lately  had,  he  had  become  lefs  confident.  He  wat 
told,  that  ui>lefs  a  very  ftr^ng  cafe  of  abufe  was  made  out ;  unlefs  it 
could  be  proved  that  the  magii!rates  had  (hewn  backwardnefs  10  re- 
drefs  the  grievances  which  were  complained  of  to  th^m,  and  that 
applications  to  the  inferior  courts  would  be  inef1e6tual,  it  would  be 
improper  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  interfere.  Even  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, however,  he  hoped  to  convince  of  the  necefliry  of  immediate 
interference.  The  exigence  of  numerous  and  flagrant  abufes  waa 
(ilearly  demonftrated  by  the  papers  lying  on  the  table,,  as  ^m  like* 
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wife  (he  negligence  and  milcondud  of  rhe  magiftiates.  The  b^ 
nourable  Baionet  here  read  over  feveral  of  ihefe  pap^,  and  con- 
,  mented  upon  their  contents.  It  was  ftated,  be  feid,  in  Ihe  refSKi 
of  the  grand  jury»  that  the  prifoners  had  not  bedding  enough  for  tb: 
fummer  feafon  :  what  then  muft  be  the  wretchnefs  of  their  iitua- 
tion  in  winter,  (hut  up  in  a  cold  damp  cell,  without  even  a  fire- 
place ?  To  this  abode  of  mifcry  were  many  fcnt  before  ihcy  were 
cunvided,  and  even  fome  not  charged  with  a  crime.  The  cafe  ct 
Mary  Rich  was  too  fliocking  to  be  deicribed.  From  the  unpaialr 
leled  barbarity  of  her  keepers,  (he  had  even  become  incapable  oi 
the  purpofe  for  which  (he  was  confined,  and  was  unable  to  give  evi- 
dence ag^ind  the  man  who  had  attempted  to  ravi(h  her.  The  man- 
ner in. which  thcfe  proceedings  were  juftified  added  to  their  enor- 
mity. She  lay  nakcd>  b^caufe  her  only  rug  had  been  taken  to  cover 
a  woman  in  labour.  She  was  Aated  to  be  a  worthlefs  girl,  and  ro 
have  faid  to  a  nurfe,  that  (he  nefvcr  would  have  complained  if  the 
gentleman  had*  given  her  the  money  he  bad  promifed.  But  was 
this  nurfc  to  be  believed,  who  was  one  of  the  douile  alkwance  fri- 
/  feners  whom  the  governor  ufed  well  that  he  might  maltreat  the  reft 
with  impunity  }  and  even  though  the  poor  child  was  really  unprin- 
'cipled,  was  this  any  cxcufe  for  the  barbarities  (he  had  experierKed  ? 
She  was  poor^  and  her  pannis  in  extreme  indigence.  So,  poverty  was 
a  reafon  for  infli^ing  cruelty  upon  the  perfon  it«wcighed  down,  and 
it  was  praife- worthy  to  add  to  its  evils!  The  juftices  coiKluded 
their  report  by  faying,  that  upon  the  whole  Mary  Rich  appeared  to 
them  to  have  been  properly  treated  during  her  confinement.  Did 
not  this  circumftance  afford  a  damning  proof  of  the  negligence  and 
infenftbility  of  the  magiihrates  ?  Such  was  ^he  profligacy,  fuch  iixc 
want  of  feding  and  the  fycophancy  of  the  jail  committee,  that 
((hocking  to  relate)  twelve  magiftrates  hiid;becn  found  venal  enough 
to  return  a  verdict,  that  Mary  Rich,  a  profecutrix  as  (he  was,  and 
90d  not  a  criminal,  had  been  duly  and  properly  treated.  Nay,  thev 
had  proilituted  themfelves  to  the  lowed  abyfs  of  infamy*  They 
bad,  like  the  inhabitants  of  Sodom,  gloried  in  their  (hame,  and 
endeavoured  to  extrad  an  apology  for  their  mifconduA,  their  nc- 
gligence,  and  delinquency,  out  of  the  poverty  of  the  parents. 
This  ..was  heaf^ng  the  meafure  of  their  crime  till  the  cup  ran  over ; 
it  was  the  completjon  of  injullice«  A  fcene  of  iniquity  hardly  to 
\fc  paralleled  was  declared  by  twelve  magiftratea  to  be  innecent, 
and  not  to  attach  the  fmalleft  Mame  to  its  author.  They  h%d  ex- 
amined Mr.  Aris ;  but  uras  he  the  proper  pctfpn  to  examine  eon- 
cerniniB  his  own  atrocitie^^  or  the  felony  committed  by  his  fon^ 
A^hy  ^i^d  they  not  examine  theperfon from  whom  therfilk  bandkcr- 
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chief  was  flolen  by  the  latter,  and  thofc  who  were  eager  to  give  cvf- 
dence  of  fimilar  abufes?  However,  fincc  they^  were  of  opinion, 
that  there  was  nothing  wrong  in  the.  cafe  of  Mary  Rich,  it  was 
probable  they  would  even  declare  the  condu<9:  of  (he  governor  and 
his  fon  to  be  immaculate.  There  certainly  attached  the  higheft  degree 
of  culpability  to  the  conduit  of  the  jail. committee.  Nay,  to  fuch 
a  degree  did.  their  negligence  extend,  that  they  difregarded  even  the 
explicit  charges  of  the  body  of  magiftrates  in  general,  who  had  ex- 
prt(sly  pointed  out  certain  articles  of  gncvance,  which  the  Committee 
affenvards  thought  prope^  to  fcout.  He  regretted  exceedingly,  that 
the  (econd  report  of  the  ^raverfc  jury  had  not  been  laid  beforethe 
Houfe,  as  it  contained  feveral  h&s  of  the  greateft  importance ;  and 
he  regretted  this  the  more  as  he  now  found  that  it  might  have  been 
called  for,  the  greateft  regard  being  had  to  regularity  and  form. 
He  c€>uld  prove,  that,  notwithOanding  what  had  been  faid  to  the 
comrary,  it  had  been  fent  ip  a  regular  manner,  dircfled  to  Wil- 
liam Mainwaring,  Efq.  chairman  of  the  quarter  fcdions  for  the 
county  of  Mlddlefex.  - 

The  following  was  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  inclofed  it  :— 

SIR,  yufy  12,    1800. 

In  confequence  of  foxne  remarks  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  concerning 
our  irtfpc^ion  of  the  Cold  Bath  Fields  prifon,  the  heads  of  which' we 
preTented  to  you  in  open  court,  on  Thurfday  the  6th  of  June  laft,  accom. 
panied  with  verbal  remarks  on  the  ftate  of  that  prifon,  hy  our  foreman, 
who  alfo  informed  you  and  the  court  that  the  jury  would  at  any  time 
attend  the  prifon  committee,  to  explain  more  fully  to  them  the  ccA^di. 
tion  of  the  prifoners,  as  we  had  not  time  to  draw  up  a  full  prefentment : 
therefeie  we  take  the  liberty  of  prefentin^  a  foil  report  of  our  infpec. 
tiofis ;  a  copy  of  which  we  have  prefented  to  the  grand  and  traverfe 
Juries  of  the  prefent  (effions,  for  Middlefex,  held  at  Clerkenwell  Green« 

W.  Dickie,  Foreman  *  Robert  Scott, . 

W.  Watfon,  Thomas  M«  Alpine, 

W.  Dobfon,  John  Thomas, 

John  Lloyd,  John  Beale. 

To  JVzUiaM  Matn^warlngf  Efq*  Chff    van 
pftht  StJ/ionSf  C/erhffweli  Gf  ;h. 
And  delivered  for  him  i(he  not  .»eing  prefent)  to  the  deputy  clerk  of 
the  peace,  at  the  Seffions  Houfe,  in  open  court,  on  Monday,  July  l4{h, 
I800,by  Mr.  Bea'e. 

The  firft  report  was  exttemcly  defeflive,  as  many  of  the^pri- 
Ibners  who  were  m  the  moft  deplorable  condition  had  been  kept  out 
of  view.  He  (hould  ftatc  a  few  circumilanccs,  every  one-  of  which 
he  could  verify  by  the  moR  incontrovertible  evidence,  and  which 
would  (hew  to  what  an  extent  the  jury  had  been  deceived,  and  wl^t 
a  loud  call  there  was  for  the  interference  of  that  Houfe.     A  man  of 
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the  name  of  George  Hart  died  upon  the  3d  of  June  ;  and,  though 
he  muft  have  been  in  the  prifon  when  the  jury  viflted  it,  he  never 
was  produced  to  them.  Another  unfortunate  man,  named  Chcncau^ 
died  on  the  1 4ch  July,  and  proof  was  repeatedly  oScf ed  that  he 
had  been  Aarved  to  death,  and  as  often  rejei3ed.  Luke  Earley 
expired  on  the  1 5th,  and  a  packed  jury  was  fwom  to  return  their 
verdid  to  the  coron<'r,  before  whom  no  othe^  evidence  was  called 
than  that  of  the  furgeon  and  his  mate.  Davis,  one  of  the  prifoncrs, 
had  been  afleed,  whether  if  he  were  brought  before  the  jury,  be 
could  fay  any  thing  as  to  the  caufe  of  the  man's  death  ?  and  upon 
his  replying,  that  he  knew  he  had  been  (larved,  the  ^bVifrnor  had 
him  rejeded.  Since  the  verdi£l  had  been  given,  application  had 
been  made  to  the  coroner  who  took  the  inque(t,  in  order  that  there 
Ifnight  be  a  fecond  inquiry  ;  what  the  confequencc  of  that  applica* 
tion  had  been,  he  did  not  Jcnow  ;  he.believed  a  decilive  anfwcr  was 
to  be  given  in  the  courfe  of  this  day.  Surely,  after  what  he  had 
ilated,  no  one  would  fay  there  were  not  ju{\  grounds  of  fufpicion  ; 
he  had  no  hedtation  in  faying,  the  committee  of  magiAratcs  had 
mod  fcandaloufly  mifconduded  themfclves,  and  that  the  whole  of 
their  proceedings  called  for  the  interference  of  the  Houic.  He 
hoped  to  'make  it  as  clear  that  the  Houfe  (houlrf  interfere  without 
delay.  The  courts  below  were  pointed  out  as  the  proper  places  to 
be  applied  to.  How  could  a  man  whofe  laft  Aiiliing  had  been  ex- 
torted from  him,  who  fmaned  beneath  cruel  oppreflion,  and  who 
frembled  for  oppreflion  ftill  nrwre  cruel,  who  was  pcrfc£Hy  un- 
known»  (for  one  might  ea(ily  be  murdered  there  without  the  world 
being  acquainted  with  the  foul  crime),  and  who  had  no  way  of  in- 
forming his  friends  of  his  fuficrings,  apply  to  a  court  of  juftice  for 
redrefs  ?  Thefc  poor  wretches  were  fo  completely  in  the  power  of 
the  jailer,  that  they  dared  not  to  complain.  Nay,  various  inlfainces 
had  occurred  in  which  the  rigour  of  confinement  had  terrified  thetn 
to  have  recourfe  to  fuicide.  It  was  true,  that  the  prifon  poflTefied 
an  infirmary ;  but  the  inflitution  was  perverted  from  its  proper  aim 
and  obje^,  and  was  acceflible  only  to  fuch  as  could  afford  to  pay 
for  it.  In  proof  of  this  aflertion,  he  inflanced  a  variety  of  cafes, 
which  fended  to  (hew  that  much  venality,  plunder,  and  extortion} 
had  obtained  a  footing  in  the  ccononiy  of  the  jail.  **  At  HickV 
Hall  (faid  Sir  Francis)  the  Monday  before  laft,  when  Mr.  Dickie, 
the  fbreipan  of  the  travcrfe  jury,  and  Mr.  Bcale,  one  of  his  col- 
leagues, were  prefent,  a  man  of  the  name  of  James  Wiliiatns,  who 
had  been  difchargcd  frotn  the  prifon  the  night  before,  came  in,  and 
told  the  juftiees,  that  the  man  who  died  the  day  before  had  Co  his 
curtain  knowledge  been  ftarved  to  deathj  and  tliat  many  pining  for 
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infant  were  concealed  in  the  remote  cells.      As  he  was*  going 
away,  the  jailor's  clerk  ran  behind  him,  put  his   hands  into  his 
pockets,  and  tried  to  rifle  him  of  his  papers.     He  was   carried 
back,  and  then  Aris  and   the  clerk  adually  robbed  him  of  thcfc 
documents.       The   jury  reprefented  to  the  court,    that    it    was 
their  duty  to  prote£t  him  ;  but  their  wor(hips  paid  little  attention. 
.Upon  the  reprefentation,  however,  of  Mr.  Agar,  a  barriftcr,  they 
returned  him.  all  the  papers  except  one,  which  was  a  letter  of  great 
confequcnce :  that  was  retained  by  Mr.  Robinfon,  one  of  thejufticcs. 
Was  there  ever  a  more  nefarious  proceeding  ?      Did  not  this  prove 
that  applications  to  the  magiftrates  would  be  perfedly  ineffei^ual, 
and  that  it  was  impoflible   for  the  wretched  prifon^rs  to  convey 
their  complaints  to  a  higher  tribunal  ?     But,  though  they  had  the 
means  of  applying  (as  they  have  not),  the  inferior  courts  were  quite 
inadequate  to  corre<El  the  abufes  I  complain  of:  they  take  cogni- 
zance of^Nparticulars,  not  of  generals ;  they  can  redrefs  the  griev- 
ances of  a  Angle  individual,  but  they  can  in  no  way  redrefs  thofe 
of  the  public.    A  great,  an  enormous,  an  unfpeakable  public  griev- 
ance, exiles,  and  it  can  only  be  removed  by  the  interference  of  this 
Houfc."     Sir  Francis  faid,  he  had  only  given  a  few  out  of  many 
indances  of  abufe  which  he  could  have  mentioned ;  thefe  he  (hould 
prove  at  the  bar,  if  an  opportunity  (hould  be  afforded  him,  by  the 
authority  of  many,  befides  the  inmates  of  the  prifon— by  the  autho- 
rity of  magiflrates  and  others,  of  the  greatcft  refpedability.  Several 
'magifirates,  it  would  appear,   had  complained,  though  the  prifon 
committee  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  their  complaints.     The  Houfe 
Hood  in  a  mod  delicate  predicament  :-<-onc  of  the  arguments  for 
fmothering  all  inquiry  he  knew  to  be,  that  it  would  be  a  libel  upon 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  if,  after  whsJt  had  happened,  the  governor 
(hould  be  found  guilty.    He  did  not  demand  redrefs  for  individuals^ 
but  he  demanded  a  vindication  of  the  rights  of  the  community. 
He  hoped  that,  when  abufes  of  this  nature  had  come  to  this  enor- 
mous height,   the   Houfe  would   (hew  that,   whatever  differences 
might  exift  on  political  fubje£ls,   all  were  unanimoufly  riefolved  to 
protect  the  injured,  to  refcue  the  wretched  from  oppreffion,  and  to 
Ibew  that  cruelty  was  not  to  be  inflidicd  with  impunity,  even  on  the 
lowed  and  mod  profligate. 

Sir  Francis  concluded  by  moving,  **  That  this  Houfe  do  to- 
morrow rcfolve  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
i»3n(ider  the  Hate  and  ^management  of  the  prifon  of  Cold  Bath 
fields.'* 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  howler  he  might 
difapprove  of  the  motion  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  he  hdbe4  that 
VoL.Xli.  .  3O        .  ^ 
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,  confiderable  good  wodd  be  produced  by  this  difctri&6n.  •  He  could^ 
however,  by  no  means  sipprove  of  the  Houfe  6f  Commons  interfer- 
ing in  what  was  properly  the  province  of  the  Ex^utive  Govemmem, 
and  departing  from  the  law  regulating  the  manageikient  of  prilbns 
and  places  of  confinement,  which  had  been  the  fefult  of  the  wifdoni 
of  ages.  The  particular  inftances  of  improper:  condu<ft  adduced  by 
the  honourable  Baronet  could  not  fail  to  be  lamented  by  every  gen- 
tleman. But  there  is  a  remedy  provided  by  the  law.  If  a  man 
dies  in  prifon,  the  coroner  has  power  to  fit  upon  his  body,  that  the 
caufc  of  his  death  may  be  the  better  afcertained.  His  jury  muft 
always  be  chofen,  one-half  from  anrtong  the  prifoners,  who,  having 
means  of  being  acquainted  with  the  treatment  of  the  pcrlbn  who  has 
died,  arfd  the  circumftances  attending  his  death,  will  be  the  better 
able  to  determine  whether  his  death  was  occafioned  by  improper 
treatment  in  the  prifon,  or  from  natural  caufcs.  In  the  very  cafe  of 
Hart,  which  the  honourable  Baronet  had  Rated,  a  coroner's  jury,  fo 
chofen,  was  held  upon  the  body  and  it  appeared  tolthis  jury,  fo 
conftituted,  that  the  man  had  been  ill  ever  fince  he  came  into  the 
prifon  ;  that  he  was  of  a  fcrophulous  habit ;  that  he  had  been  on  a 
milk  diet ;  that  he  had  indulged  in  lying  almoft  conffantly  in  Bed, 
which  had  incfeafcd  his  dlforders ;  and  that  thofc  things  were  the 
true  caufes  of  his  death. '  I  mention  this,  rather  to  fliew  that  the 
fime  cafe  may  be  very  differently  dated,  and  that  abfolute  and  im- 
plicit credit  is  not  to  be  given  to  high-coloured  reprefentations  made 
for  particular  ends,  than  to  prove  that  the  Houfe  (hould  not  imer- 
fcrc.  The  fame  remark  may  be  made  on  the  other  cafe»<  adduced. 
If  the  gaoler's  fon  really  ftole  the  filk  handkerchief,  and  if  he  was 
guilty  of  ferpny,the  regular  method  of  proceeding  was  to  indid  him 
for  that  felony  ;  but  upon  all  that  has  been  ftated  in  this  cafe,  I  ^ 
hot  know  that  any  real  ad  of  criminality  has  been  committed  ift  this 
inftancc.  Certainly  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Government, 
in  cafes  where'  complaints  arc  made  againft  the  condu(9  of  thofc 
to  whom  the  management  and  fuperintendance  of  prifons  arc  in- 
trufted,  to  inquire  into  thefc  cdmphints,  and  if  they  find  them  juftly 
rtiade,  to  dirciSl  profecutions  to  be  entered  againO  fuch  perfons  ;  in- 
deed, I  cannot  fee  that  there  can  be  any  other  iffuc  to  an  inquiry, 
were  it  granted  by  this  Houfe ;  and  if  the  complarnts  had  been 
made  to  the  Executive  Government,  this  iflTuc  would  have  refubed 
without  troubling  the  Houfe.  If  the  Executive  GoYcrnitient  had 
rcfufed  to  do  this,  then  there  would  have  been  fomc  ground  for  in- 
quiry. The  honourable  Baronet  had  ftated  fome  offences  of  the 
highcft  natuif  to  have  been  committed  by  the  keeper  of  this  prifon. 
But  if  fuch  ofitnces  have  been  committed,  if  any  prifoiicr  has  beca 
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Harved  to  deadi,  as  alleged,  the  pcrfons  who  have  done  this  aro 
really  guilty  of  murder,  and  the  proper  way  of  proceeding  agatnft 
them  is  to  indid  them  for  the  murder.  But  I  muft  think,  that, 
however  fair  may  be  the  intentions  of  the  foreman  of  ^he.traverfe 
jury,  he  has  adopted  a  very  intempcrarc  and  injudicious  line  of  con* 
du6t.  Inftead  of  making  reprefentations  to  the  committee  of 
magiftrates,  he  ought  to  have  laid  the  fad^s  which  he  had  alleged 
before  the  grand  jury,  as  grounds  of  criminal  indi<^ment,  and  the 
opportunity  ftill  remains  for  him  to  adopt  this  regular  mode  of  pn>- 
cceding.  If  the  conduct  of  the  magi  (Urates  has  been  culpable,  then 
it  IS  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  Government  to  direct  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  to  profecute  them  in  another  manner,  before 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  ;  and  if  the  charges  againft  them  arc 
proved,  that  Court  will,  by  a  power  adequate  to  the  purpofe,  and 
which  has  been  exerted  in  other  inftances,  punifh  them,  either  by 
firiking  them  off  the  lift  of  m^gif^rates,  or  in  fome  other  legal  way. 
If,  then,  the  law  has  provided  other  means  of  redfefs  for  the  griev-* 
ances  complained  of,  if  they  can  ce  difcuifed  with  more  calmriefs  in 
anoAicr  place,  and  if  it  is  foreign  to  the  peculiar  bufineia  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  interfere  in  fuch  cafes,  I  hope  that  this  will 
be  fuificient  to  juftify  the  rejedion  of  the  prefent  motion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  in  his  opinion  his  honouraUe 
friend,  the  worthy  Baronet,  had  made  out  a  clear  and  infurmount- 
able  cafe  in  fupport  of  his  motion  ;  and /he  had  not  heard  a  (ingic 
word  of  argument  advanced  again  ft  it  by  tlie  right  honourable  9nd 
learned  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down.  ^'  He  has  faid,  that 
fnuch  good  will  arife  from  the  difcuflion  ;  but  he  calls  the  Houfe  to 
^(Tunne,  that  the  Executive  Government  will  in  future  have  infor« 
mation  which  hitherto  they  have  not  taken  care  to  obtain,  and  that 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  will  aA  upon  information  upon  which 
ithey  hitherto  have  not  adied.  The  learned  gentleman  has  alfo  fai^ 
that  chefe  grievances  can  be,  with^more  propriety,  and  wittx  greater 
icalmnefs,  difcuifed  elfewhere  than  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons—- by 
is  Majefty's  Minifters,  who  feem  hitherto  not  to  have  difcuffcd 
hem  at  all.— He  has  faid,  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be^cautioua  of 
terfering  with  laws,  which  are  the  refult  of  the  -wifdom  of  ages; 
ut  he  has  forgotten  that  the  fpecies  of  confinement  in  this  prifon  it 
w  in  this  country  ;  chat  it  is  folitary  confinen^nt.  Befidcs, 
oes  he  not  by  fuch  arguments  libel  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of 
ommons  in  the  laft  feifion  of  Parliament )  The  worthy.  Baronet 
en  brought  forward  fimilar  ftatemcnts  to  what  he  has  done  thit 
iight  ;  he  juftly  and  with  reafon  expeded  that  it  (hould  have  been 
ft  to  blm  to  make  the  motion  for  inqui^— 'In  his  abfencei  hew* 
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ever,  and  without  his  knowledge,  a  right  honourable  gcntlennan  cp« 
polite  (Mr.  Dund^s)  moved,  without  dating  any  grounds,   that  a 
Committee  fhould  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  (late  of  this  pri- 
fon.      The  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  Committee  was  appointed, 
it  met,  made  fonic  inquiries,  and  finally  gave  in  a  rcpc^rt  upon  the 
fubjeft.      What  will  be  the  inference   from  the  Houfe  followir^ 
this  line  of  C9n4udl  then,  and  refufing  on  this  learned  gcnilcroans 
principles  to  gcccde  to  the  prefcnr"  motion  ?   It  muft  be  this,  that 
when  cafes  of  murder,  of  theft,  of  inhumanity,  of  cruelty,  of  bruta- 
lity, arc  ftatcd  and  offered  to  be  proved,  then  it  is  not  worthy  of  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe  to  interfere  or  make  inquiries;  but  if  no  griev- 
ance 18  (tated,  if  no  evil  is  complained  of,  if  no  crime  is   alkxcd, 
then  it  is  not  unworthy  of  the  Houfe  to  exarrinc  and  inquire,     lie 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  which  inquired. into  this  fub- 
jc6l  laft  year  ;illowed   that  none  of  the  regulations  had  been  ftricily 
adhered  to ;  but  it  concluded,  at  the  fame  time,  with  high  encomium 
on  the  prifon  in  general,  as  to  its  utility  and  advantages.      Bur  were 
not   this  Committee  deceived  ?   I  think  it  would  be  no  difiicuU 
matter  to  prove  that  they  were  egregioufly  duped,  and  mifled  in 
their  opinioris  and  concluiions.   '  From  their  report  it  appears,  that 
two  juftices  were  appointed,  under  the  name  of  the  vifiting  juftices, 
'  to   vidt  this  prifon  twice  a  week,  to  infped  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  prifoners  were  treated,  and  to  report  their  obfcrvation*. 
Thefe  vifiting  juftices  were  afterwards  fuperfeded  by.  a  commictce 
of  juftices,  called  the  prifon  committee.     Did  thefe  juftices  either 
vifit  regularly,  as  appointed,  or  did  they  report  ?— They  did  nei- 
ther.    And  when  they  did  vifit,  care  was  taken  to  keep  out  of  their 
light  many  miferable  wretches,  whofe  fufferings  had  they  witncffcd, 
they  could  not  have  overlooked.     It  appears  from  tlie  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  prifon  committee  in  general  did 
nothing  more  than  meet  in  the  committee-room  and  examine, — 
whom  ? — the  very  perfons  frorh  whom  they  could  leaft  cxped  any 
impartial  accounts  whether  or  not  the  prifoners  were  properly  taken 
care  of,  the  gaoler,  the  dodtor,  and  the  parfon.     That  thc.firftqucf- 
tion  they  put  was  to  the  gaoler  :  Are  the  prifoners  properly  fzd  ? 
Are  they  kept  clean,  and  as  comfortable  as  their  ftate  of  confinenicru 
will  admit  ? — *•  Certainly,**  anfwers  the  gaoler,  **  every  thing  is 
properly  managed  ;  the  prifoners  are  remarkably  well  taken  care 
of."     That  the  fecond  qucftion  they  put  was  to  thedodor :  Is  the 
health  of  the  prifoner3  properly  attended  to,  and  when  fick  arc  the 
proper    medicines   adminiftered  ? — "  Certainly,"   anfwered     th^ 
dodor.     That  the  third  queftion  they  put  was  to  the  parfon  :    A  r^ 
the  fpiritual  concerns  Qf  ihp  prifoncr?  •  properly  attcndc4  to  :  — i; 
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«•  Certainly,"  again,  is  the  anfwer.     That  thus,  inftead  of  calling 
the  prifoncrs  themfelvcs,  to  Rate  what  was  their  treatment^,  whether 
or  not  they  had  any  gTQunds  of  complaints,  they  called  only  tliofe 
perfons  who,  fuppofing  grievances  to  exift,  could  not  fpcak  the  truth 
without  criminating  thcmfclves.     Yet  the  Committee  of  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  pafs  over  this  conduct  without  cenfurc.     The  next 
duty  of  the  prifon  committee  was  to  muke  a  cod(;  of  laws  for  tlve 
management  of  the  prifon,  and  have  this  code  printed  and  hung  up 
in  proper  places  of  the  prifon,  that  the  prifoncrs  might  be  able  to 
judge,  by  comparing  their  treatment  with  this  code,  whether  thcjr 
had  caufc  of  complaint.     The  Committee  of  the  Houfe  inquired  if 
this  had  been  done.      The  anfwer  was,  No  ;  that  a  code  of  laws  h?id 
indeed  been  drawn  up,  and  had  been  printed,  but  not  in  fuch  a  form 
as  to  make  it  poflible  for  it  to  be  hung  up  in  the  prifon,     Othet  per- 
fons, out  of  the  prifon,  might  have  it ;  but  from  the  fight  of  the 
prifoncrs,  for  whofe  benefit  it  was  intended,  it  was  entirely  kept 
back.     This  ftill  went  without  the  ccnfure  of  the  committee.     A 
third  regulation  for  the  management^of  the  prifon  was,   that  the 
gaoler  ihould  keep  a  journal  of  every  thing  that  occurred,  and  lay 
it  beforeithe  prifon  committee.     Had  he  done  this  ?  He  confeiTed 
'  that  he  had  not  for  fevcral  months.  He  was  afked,  "  Why  V  He 
faid  nothing  had.  occurred.     He  w^as  reminded  of  fome  very  remark- 
able circumAances  which  had  occurred  in  the  prifon  during  that 
^ime.     He  then  confeiTed  his  neglect.     Some  fmall  blame  was  im- 
puted to  it  by  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe,  but  there  it  refled. 
He  was  afked  if  ever  he  had  requefted  the  loan  of  money  from  the 
prifoncrs.    He  had  never  afked  ir,  but  had  received  in  fome  indances 
fmall  loans,  which  he  afterwards  repaid.      With'  this  anfwer  the 
Committee  were  fatisficd  ;  but  if  now  the  Houfe  will  confent  to  enter 
into  an  inquiry,  I  will  pledge  myfelf  to  prove,  that  ik)  comfort  ot 
convenience  could  be  procured  without  a  bribe  to  the  gaoler  ;  that 
even  the  infirmary  was  (hut  to  the  fick  who  had  not  money  to  pur-i 
chafe  their  admittance  into  it.     To  the  eternal  difgrace  of  the  jufJ 
tice  of  this  country,  this  man,  Aris,  after  all  thefe  acts  of  crimina.i< 
lity,  continues  in  the  exercife  of  his  office."  , 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  proceeded  to  advert  upon  fome  of  the  fa6h 
ftated  by  Sir  Francis  Burdctt  Jones  ;  of  the  gaoler's  brjrrowi;)g  mone] 
from  the  pi  ifoners  by  means  of  intimidation  ;  his  ill  ufagc  of  thofi 
who  had  rione  to  lend  ;  his  rcfufal,  without  money,  to  allow  t 
lick  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  fick  ward  ;  and  his  procuring  t 
liberty  of  many  perfons  upon  falfc  pretences,  who  were  able  to  gr 
tify  his  avarice.  All  this  had  been  proved  to  the  Committee,  a 
^hat  by  his  honourable  friendi  agalull  whofe  former  humane  int 
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fcrcncc   the  foul   (landers  of  that  very .  gaoler  (whofe  charafler 
he  had  juft  defctibed)  had  been  fo  far  attended  to  by  the  Secretary 
t)f  State,  as  to  have  him  prevented  in  future  from  vifiting  any  of  the 
prifons.     A  learned  gentleman  had  fatd,  that  the  prtfoners  mtghc 
apply  to  the  King's  Bench.     How  was  it  ppflfible,  even  had  they  the 
regular  means  of  fuch  an  application,  that  prifoners  could  convey 
their  complaints  againd  a  man  who  was  th^ir  head  gaoler,  and  who 
had  three  of  his  fons  for  his  turnkeys  ?   The  very  attempt  might 
draw   Upon   them,  worfc    treatment    than   they  had  experienced 
before.      Mr.  Sheridan  next  adverted  to  the  cafe  of  Cheneau,  and 
read  the  following  letter  from  James  \ViiIian)S;^  dcfcribing  the  mc* 
la'ncholy  cafe  of  thj^t  unfortunate  man,  as  well  as  the  (evcre  treat- 
ment to  which  he  himA^lf  was  expofed  : 

Sir,  The  firil  of  my  being  committed  to  the  New  Houic  of  Correftion, 
in  Cold  Bath  Fields,  was  on  Wedncfday  tlie  1 1  th  of  June,  1 800,  to  the 
14th  of  July,  being  33  days.  From  the  1  ith  to  the  iiSd  of  Juoc,  J  had 
no  other  fupport  than  bread  and  water  ;  three  days  after  I  fell  fick,  and 
could  not  cat  bread  and  water  :  I  deli  red  the  turnkey  to  fend  me  the  doc^ 
tor,  but  he  never  did  :  there  were  ten  of  us  ready  to  faint  away  in  the 
yard  ;  we  made  application, to  the  turnkey  to  fpeaj:  to  the  governor,  to 
let  ug  have  fome  broth  ;  but  he  would  not  let  us  have  any  for  a  week 
after,  until  we  were  almoft  dying  tor  want  ;  but  12  days  before  the  fef, 
fions  wc  were  ferved  with  a  little  broth  every  other  day.  One  Cheneaa 
was  a  prifoncr  with  me  in  the  lame  yard  for  [6  days,  and  had  no  fupport, 
but  the  fame  as  I  had,  bread  and  water  ;  about  eight  days  before  the 
feiiions  he  fell  ill,  and  told  rae  his  illnefs  was  for  want  of  food  ;  he  faid^ 
his  infiJe  was  quite  perifhed,  and  told  the  turnkeys  his  ftarving  fituation  ; 
they  faid,  they  could  not  help  it,  there  was  no  more  allowed  in  that  yard 
bur^  bread  and  water.  He  told  the  turnkey' to  f:nd  the  doAor,  but  he  did 
not  come  for  three  or  four  days  after,  until  he  was  too  tar  gone  :  we  told 
t\\e  dortor's  man  that  Cheneau  was  dying  ;  hut  he  faid  he  would  lie  in 
bed  half  a  year  if  he  would  let  him  ;  however,  op  the  leth  of  July,  he 
was  admitted  in  the  fick  ward,  but  he  died  next  (iay,  I'Ufi  July,  at  night. 
Mr.  Khyn  was  psifoner  at  the  fame  time,  and  was  two  months  there  be- 
fore me,  and  he  had  no  allowance  but  bread  and  water  ;  he  was  hardly 
able  to  crawl  about  the  yard,  and  no  perfon  was  permitted  to  fee  hini, 
'      %u1y '2\^  1800.  (Signed)  James  Williams. 

I     Would  not  the  Houfc  interfere  in  a  cafe  of  this  black  nature,  or 
jf  they  refilled,  muft  they  not  fecm  not  only  to  neglecf^  their  duty, 
luit  to  make  a  common  caufc  with  Aris  ?   Mr.  S.  added  a  circum- 
llance  which  he  faid  he   learned   from  undoubted  authority  ;  that 
if\ii3  in  the  court  of  jufticcs,  and  before  them,  faid,  with  a  malig- 
nant fncer,  to  the  foreman  of  the  travi;rfe  jury  (who  was  remarking 
•mu thing  refpe6ting^he  improper  management  of  the  prifon),  **  t 
^  ilh  I  ha  I  you  there."      If  thefe  things  were  fo,  it  was  the  duty  of 
!:C  iloafe  of  Commons  tq  intcrfae.     Miniftcrs  muft  have  the 
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feelings  of  other  men ;  they  tnuft  be  (hocked  ;  and  though  the 
Houfe  were  to  do  nothing,  he  did  not  doubt  that  fome  good  would 
refult  from  this  difcuiTion.  But  no  remedy  could  be  efFedtual  with- 
out repealing  the  law  which  gave  fuch  power  of  inflidling  mifery, 
and  without  making  new  regulations  as  to  fclitary  continenient* 
He  could  not  hold  exprefling  his  furprife  at  the  whole  of  the  con- 
dud  of  the  following  gentlemen  in  this  buGncfs,  who  compofc  the 
Committee  of  Juftices  : 

Colonel  Williams  in  the  Chair  ; 

Wm.  Mainwaring,  Efq.  Thomas  Bennett,  Clerk, 

Fred.  Matthew,  Efq.  Millington  Buckley,  Clerk, 

John  Bond,  Efq.  James  Hcbert,  Efq. 

Hammond  Croffe,  Efq.  W.  Marmadukc  Sellon,  Efq.  and 

Wm.  Bleamire,  Efq.  Wm.  Spencer,  Efq.  / 

David  Dean,  Efq. 

It  was  melancholy  to  obferve  their  infenfibility  to  the  fufferings  of 
the  unhappy  wretches  whofe  cafes  had  been  laid  before  them  ;  and 
he  could  not  conceive  how  they  could  juAify  themfelves  in  fending 
in,  as  a  report  of  a  grand  and  traverfe  jury,  what  they  knew  never 
to  have. been  the  report  of  thofe  juries.  Mr.  Sheridan  then  read 
the  report  of  the  viiiting  committee  on  the  cafe  of  Mary  Rich,  on 
which  he  commented  in  very  ftrong  terms.  It  was  admitted,  that 
for  a  long  time  (he  had  no  other  food  every  other  day,  but  bread 
and  water  ;  during  which  time  (he  was  living  in  a  flone  cell,  with 
ohe  blanket :  but  the  Committee  of  Magtflrates  entered  into  an 
inquiry  into  the  (hite  in  which  this  poor  girl  lived  at  home,  and 
gave  a  long  ftatement  of  the  poverty  of  her  father  and  mother,  in 
order  to  prove  that  (he  muft  have'lived  better  in  a  ftonc  cell,  upon 
bread  and  water,  than  (he  did  at  home.  Upon  the  whole,  thefe 
gentlemen  concluded  their  report  with  ftating,  that  they  thought  the 
treatment  this  poor  girl  had  met  with  was  pcrfeftly  proper.  He 
fhould  be  a(hamed  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  Comment* 
ing  upon  this  document  ;  there  certainly  could  be  but  one  feeling 
upon  it,  among  men  of  honour  and  humanity.  After  what  had 
been  dated,  would  it  beany  longer  faid  in  that  Houfe,  that  the  poor 
wretched  prifoners  could  apply  for  rcdrefs  to  the  magidrates  ?  He 
was  fure  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  laft  year, 
.who  were  upon  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  (late 
of  this  prifon,  muft  feel  that  they  had  been  impofed  upon,  and  re- 
gret that  they  had  made  fuch  a  report  to  the  Houfe.  Ever  fincc 
this  man  had  been  governor  of  the  prifon,  the  fame  fpecirs  of  mif- 
conduft  and  tyranny  had  been  going  on  y  but  ftill,  both  the  Com- 
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mittee  airl  the  Houfc  were  Received,  and  the  report  ftated,  that 
there  ^as  no  room  for  any  reprelienfion  of  the  conduft  of  the  prifon. 
The  Houfe  muft  now  be  fcnfiblc  tjiat  they  had  been-  impofed  upon« 
and  whatever  might  be  the  mode  adopted  by  them,  whether  a  direifl 
inquiry,  or  an  addrcfs  to  His  Majefty,  they  muft  be  convinced  that 
no  n^ode  of  inquiry  could  have  any  cfFediual  weight  without  the  con- 
currence and  approbation  of  Pariiament. 

Mr.  W.  DUNDAS,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Houfc  of  Commons,  who  made  a  vifttation  to  the  prifon  in  Cold 
Bath  Fields,  recapitulated  the  proceedings  of  that  Committee,  and 
argued,  that  from  every  appearance  in  the  prifon  at  that  time,  it 
iccmed  a  place  well  conduced,  and  in  every  rcfpcdt  healthy  and 
convenient.  It  might  be  true,  that  very  improper  treatment 
had  taken  place  in  the  cafe  of  Mary  Rich ;  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Magiftratcs  refpefling  that  cafe,  he  would  fully  ad- 
mit, could  not  be  too  feverely  reprobated.  But  admitting  thofe 
two  propofirions,  it  did  not  follow  that  they  were  fuch  as  to  render 

^  a  parliamentary  inquiry  neceffary  in  the  firft  inftance.     It  was  not 
his  intention,  however,  to  trouble  the  Houfe  in  arguing  this  point, 
after  what  had  been  alreadv  faid  bv  an  honourable  and  learned 
friend  near  him  (the  Attorney  General).     He  had  merely  rifcn  to 
anfwer  the  obfervations  that  had  been  made  in  reference  to  himfelf 
and  the  Committee  appointed  hd  fefTions  to  inquire  into  the  flate  of 
the  prifon  in  queftion.     When  he  moved  for  the  appointment  of 
that  Committee,  he  did  fo,  not  in  the  abfence,  as  had  been  (lated, 
but  in  the  prefence  of  the  honourable  Baronet  oppo(ite  to  him  ;  and 
it  was  perfectly  in  his  rfcoIlc6Hon,  that  that  gentleman  thanked  him 
for  the  motion.     The  Committee  had  fat  for  three  weeks,  had  ad- 
journed to  the  prifon,  where,  inftead  of  being  fatisfied  with  the  ac- 
counts alone  of  the  governor  and  others  who  had  the  management  of 
the  prifon,  they  examined  a  number  of  the  prifoners  individually,  as 
to  the  exif^cnce  of  any  ground  of  complaint ;  and  after  a  laborious 
inquiry,  they  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  report  exad^ly  conformable  to 
the  information  rhey  had  been  able  to  obtain.     That  report  dated, 
that  the  regulations  had  not  been  hung  up  for  the  infpection  of  the 
prifoners ;  that  no  journal  had  been  kept  for  three  months ;  and 
that  it  appeared  the  governor  had,  in  two  inftanccs,  borrowed  money 
from  the  prifoners.     Thef^fadls  were  alfo  reported  to  the  magi- 
ftratcs,  who  thanked  the  Committee  for  the  communication,  an^ 
allured  them  that  proper  means  (hould  be  taken  to  prevent  any 
ground  of  complaint  in  future.     Thus  much  he  had  tliooght  it 
neceffary  to  obfcrve,  in  vindication  of  the  Committee.     As  to  the 

.  complaints  now  brought  forward>  be  conceived  they  were  of  a  na- 
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Ciire  which  certainly  required  chat  foifie  efFe6)ual  flcp9..(bouId  be 
t;iken  to  prevent  their  recurrence.  6u^he  fuppofcd,  that  after  what 
had  already  paHed  on  the  fubjedl,  the  honourable  gentleman  oppo« 
fitc  muft  be  fatisfied  that  his  honourable  friends  near  him  would 
lofe  no  time  in  adopting  ^he  ncceflary  meafure  for  that  purpofe, 
without  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  repeated,  that  the  Committee  had  been 
grofsiy  deceived  ^  at  all  events,  it  was  their  duty;  indead  of  com- 
municating to  the  magidrates,  to.  have  made  their  report  to  that 
Houfe.  They  had  juftified  the  condud  of  the  prifon,  though  they 
had  found  it  .to  be  abfurd  and  wicked  in  many  refpedts. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  the  perfon  who  devifed  thcfc  folitary 
cells  (the  late  Mr.  Howard)  was  ^certainly  one  of  the  worthieft  men 
that  had  ever  exilled.  But  if  he'  had  been  one  of  the  worA,  he  could 
not  have  fuggefled  a  puniihment  of  a  more  cruel  and  mifchievous  de- 
fcription.  He  would  not  pretend  to  judge  wh^t  was  the  ftate  of 
other  men's  nerves  ;  but  with  refpedl  to  himfclf,  he  was  convinced 
that  folitary  confinement  in  fuch  af  cell  for  one  month  only  would 
reduce  him  to  a  ftate  in  which  he  would  be  fit  for  no  other  place 
than  a  ceil  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  I'his  kind  of  puni(h« 
sncnt  he  held  to  be  inconliftent  with  the  conilitution  of  the  country, 
and  he  hoped  to  live  to  fee  it  completely  aboli(hed.  He  was  happy 
char,  if  this  could  not  be  immediately  expected,  there  wais  rcafon  to 
conclude,  from  the  impreflion  which  the  fadls  now  before  the  Houfe 
feemed  to  make  on  the  gentlemen  over  the  way,  that  fomc  modifi* 
cation  v/ould  take  place  which  would  alleviate  the  horrors  of  fuch  a 
iituation.  He  fat  down  with  exprefling  his  (incereA  thanks  to  the 
worthy  Baronet  on  thc-bench  below  him,  for  bringing  the  fubje£k 
before  the  Houfe. 

.  Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  the  fubjefl  had  been  fo  fully  dif- 
cuffed  that  he  would  not  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe. 
There  was,  however,  one  point  to  which, he  wifhed  to  call  their  at- 
tention i«— All  that  appeared  vf  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  upon 
this  fubjeA  was  the  report  df  the  Committee  ;  but  after  the  fadls 
which  had  come  out  with  refpedt  to  the  condu(5l  of  the  magiftrates^ 
the  Houfe  could  not.wifh  that  report  to  remain  without  fome  con- 
tradidion.  He  was  willing  to  give  the  Committee  of  lad  year 
credit  for  their  motives  ;  but-  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  they 
had  been  a  little  hafty  in  drawing  up  the  report.  Gentlemen  feemed 
.difpofed  to  refift  the  propofed  inquiry,  on  account  of  the  latencfs  of 
the  feifion  ;  he  would  propofe,  as  a  medium,  1  hat  the  prefcnt  mor 
cion  (hould  be  withdrawn,  and  aivhumblc  addrcb  voted  to  His  M^^ 
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jefty ,  pnyirig  that  he  woold  be.  gnciouOy  pleafed  ^  order  an  mqairr 
into  the  ftate  of  the  prifon  in  Cold  Bath  Fields. 

Mr.  Chancbllpr  PITT  did  not  concur  with  the  honourable  gcn- 
llenian  in  thinking  that  the  ftep  which  be  recommended  was  neccf- 
iaiy,  on  the  ground  on  which  he  had  propofed  it ;  for  he  believed 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  laft  year  was  corred  at  the 
time  it  was  made.    Although,  from  the  nature  of  ihi  fubjed  they 
vere  difcufling,  be  was  inclined  to  think  that  many  of  the  (bto- 
^ents  which  had  been  made  were  exaggerated,  and  fome  of  them 
liable  to'doubt ;  yet  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  there  was  much 
fubje£l  for  dtfapprobation,  and  which  ought  to  have  called  for  dif- 
ferent condudl  in  the  magiftrates.     But  thefe  circum(hinces  were  of 
ft  different  date  from  thofe  which  came  under  theobfervation  of  the 
the  Committee  la(^  year.     'All  the  fads  Aated  to  ^the  Houfe  now 
might  he  true,  even  to  the  extent  which  had  been  Hated^  (though  he 
thought  there  had  been  more  eloquence  Ufcd  upon  the  fubjcd  than 
ifrom  its  nature  it  called  for,)  and  yetcyery  word  of  therepdrtof  the 
Committee  of  laft  year  might  be  true :  he  therefore  only  objeded  t« 
tthe  meafure  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  on  the  ground 
Oh  which  he  propofed  it ;  but  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  grounf 
liad  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  to  juftify  fuch  an  addrefs,  though  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be  wanting,  bccaufe  thefe  could  be  no  doubt 
but  that  the  feelings  of  Government  would  have  led  them  to  inter- 
l^re  on  the  bccadon.     He  would  therefore  concur  in  the  motion  for 
the  addrefs,  if  the  honourable  Baronet  would  withdraw  his  motion. 
If  the  honourable  Barqpct  would  not  withdraw  his  motion,  be 
Ihould  certainly  give  it  his  decided  oppofition. 

Sir  F.  B.  JONES  faid,  his  pnly  aim  in  bringing  forward  tbk 
bufinefs  was  io  promote  public  juftice,  and  to  rectify  this  abufts 
"which  appeared  to- have  crept  into  the  management  of  this  prifon. 
He  Ihould  not  therefore  obje£l  to  accede  to  the  propofal  of  his  Bo^ 
Dourable  friend,  hoping  that  it  would  lead  to  the  corredtion  of  the 
evils  of  which  he  had  complained.  With  the  leave  rf  the  Houfe, 
Sjr  Francis  agreed  to  withdraw  his  motion ;  and^  to  fubftitute,  in 
the  room  of  ir,  <<  That  an  humble  addrefe  be  prefented  to  His  Ma- 
jefty,  praying  that  His  Majefly  would  be  pleafed  to  give  diredkns 
Co  caufe  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the'ibte  and  management  of  the 
prifon  in  Cold  Bath  Fields.'* — Sir  Francis  added,  that  hefhouldat 
^he  fanie  time  think  it  proper,  with  a  view  df  preventing  the  pofli* 
bilityof  fimilar  abufes  in  future,' to' bring  forward  fome  piopoiltkii 
-OYv  the  fubje£t  in  an  early  period  of  next  feiiion. 

The  motion  for  the  addrefs  was  put  and  carried)  ^and  ordered  ft) 
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i>c  pfdented  by  ftich  txiembcts  as  were  of  Hia  Majefty V  moft  ho« 

nourablc  Privy  Council. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

^       fFrdttifday,  July  23. 

Lord  GRENVILLE,  by  His  Majefty 's  command,  delivered  tp 
the  Houfe  a  meflage  from  His  Majefty  \  and  the  fame  was  read 
by  the  Lord  Chancdlor,  as  follows.: 

GEORGE  R.,  ' 
Hit  Majefty  taking  notice  that  the  feveral  chambers  at  Weft- 
mtnjiery  now  allotted  for  the  meeting  0/ the  Houfe  of  Lords j  and  for 
carrying  on  the  bujlnefs  thereof  and  which  are  at  prefent  very  confined 
and  Inconuenlent^  will  be  totally  Infufficlent  for  the  ufe  of  the.  Houfe  after, 
the  Union  ft)all  have  taken  place ^  has  dire^edj  that  temporary  acfom^-- 
modatlons  for  the  ufe  of  the  Honfe  of  Lords  of  the  united  Parliament 
Jball  be  provided  in  the  Court  of  Requefls^  and  In  the  adjacent  buildings  ; 
and  His  Majefty  has  dire^ed  the  plans  for  this  purpofe  to  be  communis 
catedp  this  Houfe,  G.  R. 

And  the  fame  being  read  by  the  clerk,  ordered,  that  the  faid 
iheiTage  be  referred  to  2  Committee  of  all  the  Lords  prefent  this 
feflion,  to  meet  where,  and  when,  and  as  often  as  they  pleafe. 

Lofd  Grenvii^le  moved  an  humble  addrefs,  thanking  His 
Majefty  for  his  n^oft  gracious  communication. — Agreed  to  nemine 
dljfentiente. 

Lord  Gremville  then  ftated,  that  the  office  of  Chairman  of 
the  Committees  (both  public  and  private)  was  an  office  that  required 
great  ability,  great  induftry,  and  a  perfect  knowledge  of  t)arlia-i« 
mentary  forms,  and  the  rules  of  proceeding ;  and  that  no  noble 
Lord  could  be  found  who  poflfefled  a  larger  (hare  of  thofd  qualifica- 
tions than  the  noble  Lord  who  now,  fo  highly  to  his  own  credit,  and 
{o  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  Houfe  and  the  Public,  held  that 
.  office,  the  duties  of  which  he  difcharged  with  Angular  diligencci  cor- 
redne&^and  propriety..    He  moved  therefore,  and  it  was 

Reiblved,  That  this  Houfe  will,  at  the  commencement  of  every 
feffion,  proceed  to  nominate  a  Chairman  of  Committees  of  thit 
Houfe. 

Refolyed,  That  fuch  Lord  that  (hall  be  fo  nominated  do  take  the. 
efa^ir  in  all  Committees  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  in  all  Committee^ 
upon  private  tnUS|  tudJeb  where  it  (hall  have  bccil  other  waft  4ireA^ 
*  ty  chis  Houfe. 
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Ordered,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be ,  prefented  to  His  Majefty, 
to  defire  that  His  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  plcafed  to  make  fuch 
annual  allowance  to  the  Chairnun  of  the  Committees  of  chis  Houfe 
as  His  Maje%  (hall  think  fit. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majeftj  bj 
the  Lords  with  white  fiavet. , 

Ordered,  mm,  dijjin.  That  the  Lord  Walfingham  do  take  the 
chair  as  Chairinan  of  the  Committees  of  this  Houfe  for  the  re- 
mainder of  this  fellion. 

Lord  WALSINGHAM  rofe  and  faid :— •"  My  L6rds,  however 

I  may  be  cmbarralTcd  in  addrefling  your  Lordihips  upon  aqueftion 

in  which  I  may  appear  to  have  a  pcrfonal  inteVeft,   I  truft  your 

'  Lordlbips  will  permit  me  to  exprefs  a  few  fentiments  which  my 

mind  fuggedsto  me  upon  the  occafion  which  is  now  before  you. 

"  And  firft,  my  Lords,  I  beg  leave  to  return,  my  beft  thanks 
to  my  noble  friend  for  the  very  obliging,  but,  I  fear,  unmerited  en- 
comiums  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  pafs  upon  me,  and  to  the 
Houfe  for  the  flattering  and  unanimous  appointment  which  they 
have  fo  handfomcly  conferred  upon  me. 

"  Of  the  meafurc,  allow  me  to  fay,  that  whoever  undertakes  the 
truft  which  the  Houfe  is  pleafed  thus  to  rcpofe  in  him,  undertakes 
no  light  or  trivial  concern.  If  we  confider  the  weight  of  property 
of  which  we  have  already  cognirance  in  thefe  Committees,  and  that 
of  which  we  fhall  now  have  cognizance,  we  fhall  agree  that  we  are 
all  deeply  intcrefled  in  paying  as  much  attention  to  this*partof  our 
public  duty  as  to  any  other,  and  the  Houfe  judge  wifely  (if  I  may 
be  permitted  to  fay  fo)  in  providing  that  one  and  the  fame  perfon 
ihall  be  conftantly  and  permanently  in  the  chair,  whofe  more  im- 
mediate duty  it  fhall  be  to  take  care  that  tbefc  bills  proceed  upon 
one  fettled  and  uniform  principle,  that  no  innovation  fhall  be  made 
upon  the  long-eftabiifhed  ufageand  pra61ice  of  Parliament^  and  that 
the  property  of  individuals  fhall  be  improved  without  injury  to  the 
public. 

"  My  Lords,  if  it  is  true,  and,  without  vanity,  I  may  fay;  I  really 
believe  it  is  fo,  (for  it  is  no  merit  of  mine,)  chatdieie  bills  are  now 
paiTed  in  a  way  which  gives  general  fatisfadion  to  the  public,  it  is 
owing  to  the  conftant  and  ready  attendance  which  is  given  1}y  your 
Lordfbips  in  thefe  Committeen^  infomuch  that  I  verily  believe  not 
a  (ingle  day  has  been  loft  in  the  courfe  of  this  fefTion  for  want  of 
attendance ;  and  I  look  forward  with  confidence  to  a  continuaiion 
of  the  fuppbrt  which  I  have  conftantiy  and  uniformly  met  with  from 
ib  many  of  your  Lordfhips^  upon  whofo  wi£dom  and  experience  I 
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know  I  may  fafely  rely^.ifbprefcrence  to  my  own  frail  and  fallible 
judgment. 

^*  My  Lords,  I  fhould  alfo  obferve  how  much  wc  are  indebted 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack  for  the  able  and 
ready  afliftance  which  we  derive  from  him ;  and  though  it  is  un- 
doubtedly his  duty  to  give  information  to  thofe  who  afk  for  it,  cir- 
cumftanced  as  I  am,  yti-  the  manner  of  his  doing  it  is  fuch  as  to^ 
command  my  derpeft  and  moft  (incere  gratitude. 

"  As  to  royfelf,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  the  objcdl  of  my  life  to  dc- 
ferve  the  confidence  and  protection  of  the  Houfe,  and  it  will  give  me 
the  greateft  fatisfadion  if  by  any  induftry  or  attention  of  mine  (which 
rs  all  I  have  to  give)  I  can  be  inftrumental  in  fettling,  thefe  billst 
with  a  view  as  well  to  the  private  and  local  benefit  of  thofe  who 
fcdicit  them,  as  to  the  general  intered  which  the  public  may  have 
in  them."    . 

The  report  of  the  Infanity  B;U  was  brought  up ;  and  the  daufes 
moved  yefterday  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  being  taken  into  con- 
iideration, 

Lord  STANHOPE  objefled  at  fomc  length  to  that  which  re- 
^  lated  to  the  bailing  of  infane  perfons  committed  on  fufpicion  of  their 
intending  to  do  mifchief.  To  alleviate  in  fome  meafure  the  evils 
which  were  to  be  apprehended  from  vefting  in  the  committing  ma- 
giftrate  the  power  of  preventing  admilTion  to  bail  in  the  firft  inftance, 
he  would  propofe  four  amend  ments^on  the  claufe  : 

"  Provided  always,.  That  any  perfon  wliofliall  be  fo  committed* 
(hall  and  may,  during  the  time  of  fuch  commitment,  be  at  full 
liberty  te  apply  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  for  medical  aflifiance  and 
advice,  at  his  or  her  will  and  pleafure,  and  to  fee  fuch  -perfon  or 
perfons* 

'^  Provided  alfo,  That  any  perfon  who  (hall  be  fo  committed, 
fliall  and  nuy,  during  the  time  of  fuch  commitment,  be  at  full 
liberty  to  apply  to  any  perfon  or  perfons  for  legal  afliftance  and  ad- 
vice, at  his  or  her  will  and  pleafure,  and  to  fee  fuch  perfon  or  per* 
ions  in  private/ 

.  **  Provided  alio,  That  any  perfon  who  (hall  be  fo  committed, 
(hall  not  be  debarred  pen,  ink,  and  papet,  nor  the  liberty  of  in- 
forming his  relations  or  friends  of  his  commitment. 
.  **  Provided  alfo.  That  any  perfon  who  (hall  be.  fo  committed, 
(hall  be  at  liberty  to  apply  to,  and  be  brought  before  any  one  of  the , 
Judges  of  any  of  His  Majcfty's  Courts  at  Weftminfter  which  he  or 
(he  (hall  think  fit,  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  bail." 

On  the  firft  amendment  being  put. 
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•  The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  c^fenred,  that  fhcrc  was  nothing 
in  thcclaufc  which  he  propfed  to  prevent  the  prifoncr  froin  reDriv* 
jhg  ail  the  advantages  vhich  the  noble  Lotd  tmendcd  to  fecure  to 
l^im  by  the  amendments  he  had  now  moved.  At  prefent  he  con- 
ceived there  was  nothing  to  prevent  medical  and  legal  affiftancc 
imai  being  adminiftered  to  an  infane  perfoo  detained  in  cuftodj,  nor 
were  his  friends  denied  accefs  to  him  :  and  as  to  the  provifion  re- 
fpeding  the  admitting  him  to  bail,  it  was  already  included  in  the 
daufe  objected  to.  He  would  therefore  6bje&  to  the  amendments^ 
at  they  feemcd  to  him  to  be  completely  unnccefiary... 

.  The  Houfe  having  divided  on  the  iiril  amendment,  the  Contents 
were  i ,  and  the  Nun  Contents  1 1 . 

•  Lord  Stanhope  then  declined  preiTing  the  other  three.   - 
The  order  of  the  dny  being  read  for  die  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Com-> 

snittee  on  the  Flour  Company  Bill,  and  for  the  Lords  to  be  fam* 
monedi  and  for  hearing  counfel  for  and  againft  the  fame^ 

.  Lord  Walsingitam  took  his  feat  at  the  table,  and  counfd^wer^ 
called  to  the  bar. 

Mr.  JacifoH  was  proceeding  to  open  his  argument  in  fupport  of 
the  petition  of  the  bakers  agai;ift  the  claufesof  the  bill,  when 

Mr.  Garr$w  apologifed  for  interrupting  his  learned  friend  for  a 
"few  minutes ;  but  he  had  a  complaint  to  (late,  refpedling  )  grofs  mif« 
r^prcfentntion  of  whkt  he  had  the  honour  of  Rating  to  their  Lord- 
(hips  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  prefent  bill  a  few  days  iince.  In  a 
morning  paper  of  yeftcrday  [The  Times']^  In  a  report  of  what  was 
fuppofcd  to  have  paiTedin  debate  lai^  Monday,  the  following  fentence 
4i9%  pot  into  Earl  Stanhope's  mouth  :  ^*  He  could  not  help  taking 
notice  of  the  exptcflmn  which  had  been  made  ufe  of  by  Mr«  Gar- 
row,  the  counfel,  in  fupport  of  the  bill;  an  expreflion  which  he 
would  not  have  dared  to  utter  in  any  other  place,  becaufe  it  would 
kave  juftly  fubjeAed  liim  to  a  pnofecution.  This  man,  without 
eailing  a  (ingle  wimefs,  and  without  a  ihadow  of  proof,  had  the  au- 
dacity to  fay,  that  the  miUers  who  petitioned  agarnft  the  bill  were  a 
fet  ofrafcals.**  'Mr.  Garrow  faid,  he  could  confidently  Appeal  co 
the  Tocolle^ion  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  noble  Earl  himfelf,  whe- 
Aw  he  had  ;i£led  in  a  Tnanner  fo  indecent  to  the  Houfe,  fo  unwar- 
rantable  with  refped  to  the  petitioners,  or  fo  unbecoming  himfelf,  aa 
to  hold  fuch  language  ^  and  alfo,  whether  the  noble  Lord  had,  in 
his  fjpeech  upon  the  bill,  (aid  any  thir^g  liice  the  animadverfion  and 
charge  againft  him,  which  the  words  of  the  paragraph  he  bad  taken 
the  liberty  of  reading  to  their  Lordftiips  imported  ?  But  fhe  writer, 
it  fecms,  had  not  fufEciently  gratiiifid  his  cudicious  iMefiiaoaa  to* 
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wards  Vim  by  -the  iDferdon  of  the  libel  of  wluch  he  h^  juft  com* 
plained  ;  but  in  the  very  hesct  paper,  that  df  this  day«  <kidc|r  the 
pretence  of  coirredliBg  his  ftatcRiem,  had  publKhed  an  grratum  in  the 
following  words:  ''In  our  report  of  Lord  Stahhope'is  fpeech,  ia 
ycftcrday's  ^aper,  the  diird  fentence  Chould  be  as  follows^  "  The 
counfel,  when  'pleading  at  the 'bar  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  fpoke  of 
the  millers  as  if  he  confidcred  them  little  better .  than  rafcrfs:** 
ThtSy  Mr.  Garrow  £aid,  was  an  additional  falfe  and  fcahdalous  hbd 
upon  him,  tending  evldc^ncly  ro  injure  his  charader,  and  hold  him 
out  to  the  public  in  an  odious  point  of  view.     It  was  <w^l  knowm^ 
he  faid,  that  fomc  of  the  perfons  engaged  in  newfpapers  were  •cenr' 
cerned  in  the  oppcfition   to  the   bill ;  and  one  of  them  in  par^ 
ticular^    who  was  the  proprietor  of  Tpe  Morning  Chronicle,  iiai 
a  material  intereil  at  flake,    wh^ch  he  conceived  (w»hether  ^tiftijr 
or  not  was  no  coniideration  for  him  to  difcufe)  would  be  (bvcKly 
iifiedied  if  the  bill  paffed  into  a  law.     It  was  natural  for  Mm  lb 
look  to  fuch  papers,  to  fee4f  any  aitacJL  or  animadverfioo  was  madr 
on  what  paiTed  refpedling  the  bill  at  the  bar  of  that  Houfe  ;  hut  in 
4hofe  papers  he  faw  no  fuoh  ribaldry  or  nonfenfc  as  that  he  com- 
J)lained  of,  no  perfonality  or  inveSive.     Mr.  Garrow 'faid,  it  wail 
^ell  known  that  their  Lordfhips,  on  all  occafions,  in  a  manner 
highly  becoming  the  dignity  of  fo  augud  an  aflcmbly,  proteidcd 
iKritneifes  called  to  their  bar,  as  was  the.cafe  in  every  court  of  juflioe. 
He  rruf^ed,  therefore,  that  they  would  alfo  have  the  goodncfs  to  cs* 
tend  the  bene€t  of  their  prore<£tion  tocounfel  aUb,  whofe  duty  it  be- 
came to  argue  at  their  bar  in  fupport  of  the  interefts  of  their  clients^ 
iis  without  that  protection  being  extended  to  them,  it  would  be  itn^ 
pofliblc  for  gentlemen  of  the  profeiTion  to  which  :hc  had  the  honour 
to  belong  to  come  to  their  Lordfliips'  bar,  and  difchaKgc  their  tduty 
in  fafety-.     Uc  had  therefore,  with  great  deference  and  humility,  %>' 
fubrnit  himfelf  to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe,  'begging  pardon  fv|r 
having  intruded  much  longer  than  he  intended  ;  and  to  hope,  txiC 
only  on  account  of  his  own  individual  feelings,  bjit  on  much  higher 
.ground^  vix.  for  the  .prefervation  of  the  privileges  .of  their  Lord- 
(hips  as  a  Houfe  of  Pa'rlidment,  that  they  would  take  him  under  tbekr 
protection. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  moved  that  the  counfel  do 
withdraw. 

His  Lordfliipthen  £iid,  it  was  undoubtedly  as  the  learned  oounfiel 

had  ftated,  that  every  court  of  jufticeinWeRminfter  Hail,  and.elfe- 

-where,  did  confider  the  counfel  who  pleaded  before  them  as  under 

their  protedion  ;  aed  if  a  Hmilar  freedom  had  been  taken  xvith  wnf 

.gentleman  at  the  bar  for  having  difcharged  his  profeflional  duty  in 
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any  of  thofe  courts,  it  would  have  been  confidered  as  a  high  €on» 
tempt  of  court,  and  have  been  feverely  punifhed.  His  Lordftitp 
faid,  he  had  the  pleafurc  to  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Gar- 
row  for  many  years,  and  knew  him  to  be  not  only  a  man- of  great 
piofcffional  talents,  of  found  judgment,  and  aCute  difcermnenr^  bur 
of  great  c^dour  ^nd  liberality.  He  never  kne,w  him  to  obcrude 
beyond  the  (tri6t  line  of  his  dpty,  of  to  prefs  upon  a  witnefs  indif* 
creetly  and  harthly  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  had  himfelf  witneiTed 
his  forbearance,  on  motives  of  confideration  and  humanity,  in  caies 
where  men  of  lefs  candour  might  have  preficd  their  exami nation  of 
a  witnefs  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  occafion  a  good  deal  of  dii^refs  and 
pain  to  hi^  feelings.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  his  Lordfhip  faio,  he 
l)ad  not  a  moment's  heiitation  in  declaring  that  Mr.  Garrow  was 
entitled- to  what  he  had  requeued,  viz.  to  be  taken  under  rhe  pro« 
Cedion  of  the  Houfe,  aiid  therefore  he  (ho^Id  move,  *sThac 
when  the  Houfc  (hould  be  refumed,  the  chairman  do  report  to  the 
Uoufe  a  flatement  of  the  complaint  made  by  the  gentleman  at 
the  bar.*' 

Earl  STANHOPE  faid,  he  not  only  believed  himfelf  that  he 
.had  not'  ufed.the  exprefiions  imputed  to  him  in  the  printed  paper, 
but  had  been  aflured  by  feveral  noble  inembers  of  the  Houfe  who 
had  beard  him  deliver  his  ai]gumenty  as  well  as  by  feveral  gentle- 
'  men  who  were  not  Members,  but  who  alfo  heard  him;  that  he  had 
Dot  ufed  any  fuch  expreflions.  Indeed  the  writer's  having  inferred 
an  erratum  in  order  to  corrcfl  his  firft  flatement,  implied  a  con- 
fcioufncfs  that  he  had  mifconceived  his  exprefiions. 

The  motion,  <^  That  the  chairman  do  report  the  complaint  to 
the  Houfe  when  it  (hall  be  refumed,"  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jackfonihtn.  proceeded  to  fupport  the  petition  of  the  bakers ; 
contending,  that  they  would  not  only  be  materially  injured  in  their 
property  and  buiinefs,  but  expofed  to  utter  ruin,  if  the  claufe  au- 
thorifing  the  company  to  manufadure  120,000  facks  of  wheat  in 
every  year,>  and  make  weekly  any  quantity  of  flour  and  meal  4nto 
bread  not  exceeding  two  hundred  facks,  pafled  as  it  iftood  lo 
the  bill. 

Mf.  Garrow  occafionatly  interrupted  His  learned  friend  ;  and, 
when  Mr.  Jackfon  began  to  mention  the  quality  of  the  bread  made 
by  the  Union  Mills  at  Birmingham,  Mr.  Gartow  appealed  to  the 
Committee  whether  they  had  any  the  flighted  connection  with  an 
argument  in  that  ftage  of  the  bill,  upon  its  claufes. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Elarl  of  Liverpool  ooq* 
curred  with  Mr.  Garrow^  and  confidered  it  as  irrelative. 
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Lord  HOBART,  on  the  contrary,  obferved,  that  great  ftrefs  had 
been  laid  in  debating  the  principle  of  the  bill  on  the  bread  made 
by  the  Union  Mills  at  Birmingham  ;  it  was,  therefore,  perfectly 
corred  in  the  learned  counfel  for  the  bakers,  to  defire  to  (hew  the 
Committee  that  the  bread  made  by  the  Birmingham  Mills  was  fuch 
as^ould  not  find  fale,  or  gratify  the  tafte  of  the  metropolis. 

Lord  Hobart  was  fupported  in  his  opinion  by  the  Earls  of  Weft* 
morland  and  Stanhope. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  moved  a  queftion,  "  That  the; 
counfel  (bould  be  allowed  to  give  evidence  as  to  the  quality  of  the 
bread  made  by  the  Union  Milk  at  Birmingham." 

As  this  queftion  was  confidered  to  have  been  moved" by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  with  an  intention  orf  the  part  of  the  fupporters  of 
the  bill  to  negative  it,  it  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  Lord  Ho-» 
BART,  Lord  *  Westmorland,   Lord    Stanhope,   and    Lord 

At  length  the  Committee  divided,  when  Earl  Stanhope  and  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool  were  the  tellers,  who  could  not  agree  as  to  their 
report  of  the  numbers  ;  Lord  Liverpool  contending  that  the  num- 
bers were :— -Contents,  1 1  ;  Non  contents,  1 4.  But  Lord  Stan- 
hope obferving,  that  as  the  Biftiop  of  Lincoln  had  not  his  lawn 
fleeves  on,  he  ought  not  to  be  counted,  and  therefore  his  report  of 
the  numbers  were: — Contents,  11  ;  Non-contents,  13. 

A  debate  upon  this  fubjeft  was  maintained  with  fome  ear* 
neftnefs. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  declared,  that,  in  his  opinion,  ^ 
a  biftiop  might  vote  either  in  his  lawn  fteeves,  or  in  his  robes  ;  and 
in  proof  of  it,  his  Lordftiip  faid   he  had    more  than  once   feen 
Biftiops  vote  in  a  Committee  of  Privileges   without  their  lawm 
fleeves. 

The  Duke  of  CLAR'ENCE  faid,  certainly  it  made  no  difEbr- 
ence  as  to  the  divifion  ;  becaufe,  without  counting  the  Bifhop  of 
Lincoln,  the  queftion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  ;  but  if  there 
was  any  doubt,  that  doubt  ought  to  be  fettled. 

Lorc<, Hobart,  Lord  Stanhope,  Lord  Guilford,  and  Lord 
Westmorland,  concurred  in  his  opinion  ;  and  the  latter  noble 
Lord  having  appealed  to  the  Biftiop,  whether,  in  candour,  he  had 
not  better  not  be  counted  ? 

The  Bishop  rofc  to  reply  :  but  Earl  Stanhope  declared  that 
if  the  right  reverend  Prelate  was  incompetent  to  vote,  he  was  in- 
competent to  fpeak,  and  moved,  **  That  the  queftion  refpecling  the 
right  of  a  Biftiop  to  vote  without  having  his  lawn  fleeves  on,  be 
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referred  to  a  Committee  of  Privileges  ;  obfervingi  thalfchcf  coold 
not  proceed  in  the  Committee  any  farther  till  the  pdm  tras 
fettled. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  moved  ''that  ftrangcrs  do  with- 
draw ;'^  and  after  they  had  been  out  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour» 
the  doors  were  again  opened,  and  it  was  underftood  below  the  bar, 
that  the  motion  ibr  referring  the  queftion  rcfpeftrng  a  Bifhop*s 
right  to  vote  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  PrivHeger  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Jackfon  then  examined  Mr.  Andrew  Wright  the  mafter  of 
the  Bakers'  Company,  and  Mr.  Loveland,  as  to  the  eflTed  fficy 
thought  likely  to  refult  to  their  intereRs  from  the  claufe  authorifing 
ani  empowering  the  Flour  Company  to  make  two  hundred  facksof 
flour  and  meal  into  bread  Weekly.  They  arifwered,  that  ic  woold 
materially  aflfed  ^hcir  intcrefts,  as  the  company  could  cleariy  afford 
Co  undcrfell  them  in  the  ftandard  wheaten  bread,  which,  as  the  law 
now  flood,  they  were  not  allowed  to  make.  Mr.  Jackfon  havii^ 
finifhed  his  argument, 

Mr.  Adtan  appeared  as  counfet  for  the  merchants  of  London, 
importers  of  foreign  cdrn.  He  begged  Teave  to  fbite,  that  as  the 
Houfe  had  not  made  an  order  to  hear  the  petitioners  until  the  night 
before,  the  witneflcs  whom  it  was  his  inftrucSions  to  caU  ro  their 
Lordlhips  bar  were  not  apprifed  in  fufficicnt  time  to  be  prefent  this 
day.  He  fubmitted  to  their  Lordihtps,  whether,  under'the  ctrctim- 
ftance  of  the  very  fhort  notice  which  had  been  allowed  the  petition- 
ers, they  would  indulge  him  till  next  day  ;  or  whether  he  (houid 
proceed  forthwith. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  faid,  that  he  could  not  poffibly 
'agree  in  poflponing  the  matter. 

The  Duke  of  CLARENCE  begged  to  explain  to  the  Houfe  the 
peculiar  circumOance  of  this  petition.  The  merchants  had  ap- 
plied to  him  to  prefent  the  petition,  which  Accordingly  he  had  done 
on  Monday  laft  \  but  he  had  not  adverted  to  that  part  of  the  prayer 
which  related  to  their  being  heard  by  counfel  and  witnelTes  at  the 
bar ;  and  an  order  was  made  otily  for  the  petition  to  lie  on  the 
able.  It  was  not  till  lad  night  that  the  miOakc  was  difcovered, 
when  the  order  for  their  attendance  was  put  on  the  journals.  He 
begged^  thereforci  to  take  the  vthole  blame  upon  himfelf,  and  hoped 
that  the  petitioners  would  not  fuffer  on  account  of  his  error.  His 
Royal  Highnefs  concluded  with  moving.  ^'  That  Che  chairman  do 
leave  the  chair." 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  begged  to  do  juftice  to  the  il- 
iudrious  perfon  who  had  done  the  petitioners  the  honour  to  pKfcnt 
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their  {i^titioa.  It  was  their  fault  in  not  informing  hi«  Royal  High- 
nefs  at  the  time,  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ;  and  he  had  no  hefi* 
tation  in  faying,  that  it  was  a  trick  to  entrap  the  Houfe  into  delay. 

The  EarLof  GUILFORD  faid,  that  the  exprcffion  made  ufe  of 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  waa  not  qqite  confif^ent  with  the  terms 
ufually  applied  to  proceedings  in  that  Houfe  ;  and  really  after  the 
very  liberal  and  handfome  manner  in  which  an  illuflrious  perfon  had 
ex(:dained  the  d^cumftance,  he  did  not  expe£t  to  hear  that  the  peti* 
tioners  againft  a  bill  which  was  to  afFe<5l  their  property,  if  not  to 
ruin  it,  and  which  had  paffed  through  many  of  its'  ftages  in  a  man- 
ner  which  might  entitle  him  to  throw  back  the  fame  term  that  had 
been  gfed  on  the  other  fide,  were  to  be  treated  with  this  feverity.  It ' 
was  ^  bill  in  his  ndind  of  fuch  ferious  and  grave  importance,  that 
he  knew  not  how  their  Lordfbips  could,  confidently  with  the  re- 
fpe£l  which  they  owed  to  fhe  country^  proceed  in  it  without  hearr 
ing  the  evidence  to  be  ofFered  by  the  merchants  of  London.  Their 
petition  ftated,  that  if  this  bill  Ihoqld  pafs  into  a  law  with  certain 
claufes  which  now  ftood  in  it,  they  could  not  venture  to  import 
com,  however  uigent  the  nece0ity*— and  that  foreign  merchants 
would  be  equally  afraid  to  con&gn  corn  to  the  London  market* 
Were  thefe  trifling  confiderations  ?  Was '  the  adjournment  for  a 
(ingle  day  a  matter  of  fuch  importance  as  to  deprive  the  Houfe  of 
this  information  ?  Did  the  Houfe  ip  their  wifdom  conceive  that 
they  knew  more  about  this  matter  than  the  merchants  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  it  was,  and  to  whom  it  was  acknowledged  this  country  owed 
the  greateft  obligations  ?  He  called  on  their  Lordfliips  to  paufe  ; 
and  conjured .  them  to  refled  in  time  what  might  be  the  confe- 
quences  of  all  this  precipitancy. 

Lord  WESTMORLAND  joined  with  the  Earl  in  prcffing 
on  their  Lordfhips*  confideration  the  decorum  of  proceeding  with 
due  and  juft  deliberation  on  a  fubjed  where  property  to  the  amount 
of  millions  was  at  ftake  ;  and  he  begged  them  to  recolle6l  what 
was  the  precife  time  of  the  year  when  this  bill  was  brought  into 
Parliament.  If  he  could  bring  himfelf  to  ufe  the  fame  fort  of 
language  which  had  been  thrown  but,  he  might  perhaps  (late  cer- 
tain irregularities  in  the  progrefs  of  this  bill,  which  might  entitle 
him  to  throw  back  the  afperfion  from  whence  it  came.  But  he 
would  content  himfelf  with  faying  that  the  bill  had  paflcd  with  only 
the  fwinging  majority  of  one  on  the  numbers  prefent ;  and  he  would 
take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  though  it  was  competent  to  the  Houfe 
by  its  rules  to  call  for  proxies,  yet  on  a  bill  of  this  nature,  to  vote 
away  the  property  of  individuals  by  proxy,  (that  is,  by  abfent  pcrfons, 
who  had  not  heard  one  word  of  the  evidence,  and  who  therefore 
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could  not  be  fuppofed  to  underftand  the  cafe,)  it  was  not  quite  con« 
liftent  with  decorum  to  cxcrdfe  the  privilege.  It  would  go  forth 
to  the  country  as  a  mod  cictraordinary  proceeding,  if  they  iliould 
hurry  this  meafure  through  without  hearing  the  wttnefles  of  the 
merchants ;  and  furely  if  noble  Lords  petfifted,  he  muft  retort  the 
charge  which  they  had  thrown  out. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  faid,  he  (hould  certainly  perfcvcrc 
inoppofing  all  farther  delay ,  and  he  muft  fubmit  to  whatever  cen- 
fure  the  noble  Lord  (hould  think  proper  to  throw  on  him. 

Earl  STANHOPE  faid,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  one  mer- 
chant importer,  capaWc  of  giving  to  the  Houfe  eflential  infbrinatioa 
on  the  fubjed^,  and  who  bad  attended  for  the  purpofe  of  being  called, 
underftanding  he  was  not  to  be  fo,  had  left  town  for  LtverpooL 
•  He  was  convinced  that  this  was  the  mod  important  part  of  the 
whole  meafure.  We  owed  to  the  micrchant  importers  that  we  had 
not  this  year  been  llarved.  Pad  experienee  had  (hewn,  that  if  the 
ta(k  of  itnportation  was  again  to  be  taken  up  by  government,  or  by 
any  body  of  men  conneScd  with  government,  moft  ferious  calamity 
might  be  apprehended.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  they  had 
moft  e(rential  evidence  to  produce.  . 

Lord  HOBART  faid,  that  notwithftanding  any  cenfurc  which 
might  be  applied  to  him  or  others  by  a  noble  and  learned  Lord,  he 
muft  iniift  upon  it  that  the  effedls  of  this  bill  were  mifchicvous.  If 
once  pafted,  it  could  not  be  repealed  for  ten  years  without  a  breach 
of  parliamentary  fairh  ;  on  this '  account  he  begged  the  Houfe  to 
paufcy  and  thought  it  would  adl  wifely  to  poftpone  the  farther  con- 
iideration  of  the  meafure  until  the  next  fefiion.  This  would  caufe 
a  delay  of  but  a  few  months,  which  could  not  materially  injure 
thofe  who  were  intcrefted  in  the  pafling  of  the  bill,  whilft  it  would 
afford  time  to  the  petitioners  againft  it  to  colled  their  evidence,  and 
to  the  Houfe  and  the  Public  maturely  to  weigh  the  propriety  of  the 
meafure. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  nK>tion  that  the  Chairman  do 
leave  the  chair — Noes,  13  ;  Ayes,  9.     Majority  4. 

Counfcl  were  then  called  in,  and  Mr.  Adam  was  called  upon 
to  proceed. 

Air.  Adam  then  fet  forth  the  cafe  of  the  merchant  importers,  and 
(hewed  argument,  how  this  bill,  by  a  finglc  claufe  in  it,  which  left 
the  new  company  free  to  lay  up  wheat,  and  bring  it  out  again  to  fell 
manufadlured,  while  they  were  protedlcd  from  all  lofs  beyond  the 
amount  of  their  capital,  would  entirely  deprive  the  nation  of  all 
I  thp  benefit  of  the  corn  laws.  While  fuch  a  power  was  crcded,  no 
I 
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other  perfon  would  hazard  his  fortune  ;  and  the  whole  would" 
come  into  the  hands  of  this  company.  '  By  being  called  upon  to 
go  on  this  night,  he  had  not  the  means  of  (hewing  to  their  Lord- 
fhips  all  the  influence  which  this  would  have  in  deterring  other 
merchants 'from  exerting  themfelves  to  procure  corn  in  a  moment  of 
fcarcity.  He  mud  confine  himfelf  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Claude 
Scott  and  Mr.  Kingsford,  already  on  the  table.  He  contended  that  if 
the  exifting  laws  had  been  found  infufficienty  or  that  the  fyfiem  and 
the  ratio  at  which  wheat  was  made  importable  were  wrong,  it  would 
foe  wife  and  becoming  in  the  Legiflature  to  repeal  or  alter  them ; 
but  it  furely  was  not  wife  nor  prudent  to  do  them  away  by  a  Jide 
wind,  which  this  bill  would  effedually  do.  It  would  take  from  the 
merchant  all  confidence,  all  fecurity,  all  rule  in  his  dealings  ;  and 
the  fatal  experience  they  had  had  in  1796,'  taught  them  how  to 
efti mate  th&  danger  of  an  eqyl vocal  dependence. 

Mr.  Garraw  then  was  heard  in  anfwer  both  to  Mr.  Adam  and 
Mr.  Jackfon,  and  in  obfervation  on  the  evidence  adduced  infupport 
of  the  Bakers'  petition.  He  faid^  that  furely  if  the  merchants  of 
London  were  alarmed,  they  might  at  any  hour  have  got  evidence 
without  aikingfor  delay  ;  but  the  truth  was,  he  believed,  that  there 
was  nothing  tremendous  in  the  power  which  the  claufe  referred  to 
by  his  learned  friend  gave  to  the  new  company.  They  were  to  be 
permitted  to  manufadure  120,000  facks  of  flour,  but  not  com* 
pelted  ;  and  therefore  they  might  (lore  up  wheat,  and  might  even 
fell  it  again  unmanufaAured.  This  was  a  pofTible  cafe,  but  was  it 
at  all  likely  f  Their  objed  was  to  manufadlure,  not  to  be  dealers 
in  wheat  \  but  undoubtedly  they  might  have  occafion,  at  times,  to 
difpofe  of  it  in  its  raw  flate.  They  muil  have  the  power  to  get  rid 
of  it  if  it  (hould  become  mufly  on  their  hands  ;  but  he  faw  no 
terror  to  the  corn  merchants,  or  to  the  country,  in  the  powers  with 
which  they  were  to  be  invefled.  He  then  obferved  on  die  evidence 
adduced  by  the  bakers  with  regard  to  brown  bread  ;  and  faid  that 
the  permifTion  given  to  thd  company  to  bake  it,  could  not  po(ribly 
zSt&  them  who  did  not  bake  bread  of  that  defcription. 

Counfel  on  both  (Ides  having  withdrawn, 

Lord  STANHOPE  obferved,  that  'as  it  was  the  cuflom  of  the 
Houfe  to  have  the  evidence  given  at  their  bar  printed,  and  as  part 
of  this  evidence  had  been  printed,  he  (hould  move  to  have  the  re- 
mainder. This  he  thought  could  be  done  by  Monday  next ;  and 
as  the  Bi(hop's  vote  would  be  then  decided,  they  might  proceed  with- 
out any  farther  delay. 

Lord  LIVERPOOL  iaid,  that  fuch  a  delay  would  be  fatal  to 
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the  bit!  (or  the  pre&nt  feflTion  ;  nor  was  k  by  amj  xnew%  the  cuftom 
of  that  Houfe  to  have  all  the  evidence  given  at  the  bar  printed. 

The  Duke  of  CLARENCE  was  of  opinion,  that  the  evidence 
Blight  be  printed  by  to-morrow  ^  and  conlidercd  that  as  no  unrea- 
fcnabie  delay. 

After  a  few  more  words  from  Lord  Stanhope  and  the  Chan- 
cellor, the  Houfe  divided  on  Lord  Stanhope's  motiony  whcndiere 
appeared— -Contents,  6;  Non  contents,  13. 

Their  Lordfliips  then  proceeded  with  the  bill. 
*    Lord  WESTMORLAND  propofed  an  amendment,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  to  empower  His  Majefly  to  incorporate  this 
company  by  charter,  rather  than  making  it  an  ad  of  the  Leg  fla- 
ture ;  but  this  was  negatived* 

On  the  name  of  Roben  Biddulpb,  Efq.  being  read,  as  one  of  the 
fpbfcribers, 

Lord  STANHOPE  moved,  that  it  be  expunged,  upon  the 
ground  of  Mr*  Biddulph's  having  denied  his  having  any  concern 
In  it. 

On  this  the  Houfe  divided,  when  the  numbers  were  again,— 
Contents,  6  ;  Non  contents,  1 3. 

The  bill  then  paflfed  the.  Committee,  was  reported,  ami  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Duke  of  CLARENCE  prefcntcd  another  petition  againft 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  the  parties  praying  to  be  heard  by  their 
counfel :  but  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  intimated,  (ince  the  bill 
had  gone  thus  far,  he  (hould  leave  with  their  Lordfhips  to  difpofe 
pf  as  they  Ihould  think  proper. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  fpecial  report  made  from  the  Committee, 
touching  a  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Garrow  at  the  bar,  of  certain 
paragraphs  in  The  Times  of  the  2 2d  and  23d  in(bnt,  containirig  a 
falfc,  fcandalous,  and  infamous  lib^l  againft  himf  be  taken  intooon- 
fideration  to-morrow. 
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I 

Heads  of  Mr*  Secretary  Dundas's  Speech  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons^  on  the  Finances  of  the  East-India 
Company,  2C^th  March  1800. 

[More  accurately  dated  than  in  Vol.  XI.  p.  114,  &c.] 

When  the  Finances  of  the  Ea(t-IndJa  Company  were  laft  fiib- 
tnitted  to  the  confideration  of  Parliament,  it  was  dated,   that  from 
a  difappointment  in  the  receipt  of  the  documents  from  India,  the 
direfiions  of  the  adi  of  the  33d  could  t)ot  poffibly  be  complied 
withy  and  that  the  accounts  then  before  the  Houfe  were  moved  for 
]n  order  that  regularity  might  be  preferved.     The  profpcft  was  at 
the  fame  time  held  forth,  that  the  accounts  of  the  fubfequcnt  year 
would  be  brought  forward  at  the  prefcribed  period.  The  occafion  of 
the  delay  which  again  unfortunately  occurred,  having  been  explained 
by  the  Court  of  DireAors ,  it  only  remai  ns  for  me  to  cxprefs  my  regret 
that  the  eftablifhed  order  of  invelligation  of  this  truly  important 
branch  of  the  Britifh  interefts  (hould  have<  fufTered  interruption  ; 
although  I  am  fully  aware  that,  during  a  period  of  warfiare,  the 
contingencies  to  which  the  difpatch  or  arrival  of  (hipping  mull  nc- 
ceflfarily  be  expofed,  will  ever  render  it  difficult,  if  not  impoffible, 
to  calculate  with  any  degree  of  certainty  on  the  receipt  of  the  books 
of  accounts  from  India.    It  is,  notwirhftanding  the  difappointmcnts 
now  noticed,  very  fatisfaftory  to  remark,  that  the  attention  of  the  go- 
vernments abroad  to  the  directions  fcnt  out  on  the  fubjedt  of  finance 
has  been  very  confpicuous  ;  and  the  particular  orders  iflued  by  them 
to  every  department  in  this  branch  of  the  fervicc,  warrant  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  continuation,  not  only  of  that  precifion  and  accuracy 
which  I  have,  upon  different  occafions,  found  reafon  to  commend, 
but  alfo  of  every  po(][ible  exertion  to  infure  the  receipt,  in  due  time, 
of  the  materials  to  enable  the  Court  of  Directors  to  furnilh  the  an- 
nual ftatemcnts  required  of  them. 

From  what  has  been  obferved,  the  Committee  are  prepared  for 
the  information,  that  the  ilatements  now  before  them  are  thofe 
which  fhould  have  been  prefented  in  May  lad.  It  might  be  ui]ged, 
as  I  took  occafion  to  remark  when  I  laft  addrefled  the  Committee, 
In  circumftances  nearly  (imilar,  that  a  profpedt  cxifts  that  the  ac« 
counts  of  the  next  year  will,  at  a  period  not  very  diftant,  be  brought 
forward,  when  thofe  of  the  two  years  might  be  confidcrcd  at  the 
fame  time  :  but  the  difappointmcnts  which  have  happened  give  ad- 
ditional weight  to  the  reafon  then  adduced  for  moving  for  the  ac- 
counts. This  reafon  has  already  l>een  (tated  ;  and  as  it  now  [ap- 
plies with  equal,  if  not  fuperior  force^  the  neccflfity  of  bringing^bc- 
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fore  Parliament  the  accounts  in  the  prefent  inthnce  appeared  indif- 
penfablc  They  exhibit  the  fituation  of  the  finances  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  abroad  for  the  year  1797-8,  and  at  home  for  the 
year  1798-9  ;  s^nd  being  drawn  up  in  the  accuflomcd  form^  I  have 
only  to  add,  that  in  order  to  place  them  in  the  mod  conne^cd  and 
diftind  point  of  view,  I  (hall  proceed  to  digeft  and  arrange  them 
in  exadily  the  fame  order  as  on  former  occafionsr— taking  the  re- 
venues and  charges  6f  each  Prcfidency  rcfpeflively — (hewing  ave- 
rage of  the  revenues  for  the  three  pad  years,  compared  with  the 
average  laft  drawn— co^nparing  the  a<9ual  accounts  with  the  e(K- 
mates — and  dating  the  expe<f|jtions  of  the  next  year.  The  whole 
will  then  be  combined  in  general  refults,  both  adlual  and  cdimatedy 
that  the  furplus  from  the  territorial  revenues,  in  either  indanccy 
after  payment  of  the  charges,  may  be  difcovered.'  The  ededl  of 
the  intcred  on  the  debts  Will  next  be  dicwn,  and  the  amount  of  the 
produce  from  the  fales  of  impor^s>  and  from  certiBcates  on  the 
Court  of  Dired^ors.  The  remaining  total  will  be  the  amount 
deemed  applicable,  in  this  view,  to  the  purchafe  of  invcdments. 
The  advances  for  commercial  purpofes,  and  the  cargoes  a<5^ually 
(hipped,  will  then  be  dated ;  and  the  lad  point  in  the  Indian  ac- 
counts to  be  noticed,  will  be  the  debts  and  aifets  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  official  year,  contraded  with  thofe  of  the  preceding  one.  A 
detailed  invedigation  of  thefe  points  being  accomplidied,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  will  be  required  to  the  home  accounts,  a£)ual 
and  edimated  y  likewife,  the  debts  and  adets.  The  lad  objc£t  to 
be  confidcred,  as  immediately  connected  with  the  accounts  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  is  the  general  eded  produced  on  the  concern  at 
large,  by  the  receipt  and  expenditure,  in  both  indances,  durii^ 
the  year. 

During  the  detail  of  the  examination  of  the  a(4tounts»  explana- 
tions will  be  given,  that  the  Committee  may  receive  every  poflible 
information  of  the  catifcs  of  the  fcvcral  variations ;  and  fuch  fur- 
ther rcn»arks  will  be  offered  as  appear  to  be  fuggeded  from  the  view 
of  thecOncc»n  taken  generally.  The  obfcrvations  upon  the  fitua- 
tion of  the  Company  at  the  prefent  truly  memorable  period,  and 
upon  the  future  profpefts,  whether  of  a  commercial,  financial  or 
political  nature,  will  be  rather  in  abdradl ;  as  it  is  intended,  when 
the  accounts  next  in  order  of  dare  art  laid  before  Parliament,  to 
take  up  the  whole  fubjeft  in  a  more  comprehenfive  manner. 

BENGAL. 

The  revenues  and  charges  of  the  fevcral  Prefidencics  in  Indil 
having  been  mentioned  as  the  fird  obJeA  of  invedigation,   the  ac- 
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counts  of  the  Prefidency  or  Bengal,  numbered  r,  2,  and  3,  wiU^  in 
courfe,  primarily  claim  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 

The  three  firft  columns  of  No«  i,  contain  the  revenues  in  the 
years  i795;6,.  1796-7,  and  1797-8,  the  average  of  which 
amounts  to  59726,947/.  and  is  left  than  the  average  1794-5  to 
1796-7  by  51,730/,  The  difference  is  chiefly  owing  to  thp 
revenues  of  the  year  1 794-5  (the  firft  period  of  the  average  drawn 
laft  year)-having  been  uncommonly  produdlive  ;  the  col1e6tions  of 
the  land  revenues,  in  confequence  of  U^e  recovery  of  arrears,  having 
confiderably  exceeded  thofe  of  any  fubfequent  year ;  and  the  receipt 
from  the  fale  of  opium  being  at  the  amount  it  yielded  before  the 
trade  experienced  the  reverfe,  as  formerly  ftated  to  the  Committee. 

It  has  not  been  ufual  to  Chew  an  average  of  charges,  for  reafons 
repeatedly  explained.  As  thofe  r&fons  are  found  ftill  to  apply,  the 
account  No.  3,  being  the  adual  amount  of  the  revenues  and 
diarges  of  the  year  1797-8,  compared  with  the  eftimate,  will 
next  come  under  confideration.'  The  revenues  e(li mated  to 
amount  to  5,743,847/.  aflually  amounted  to  5,782,741/.  being 
more  than  eftimated  by  38,894/.  This  is  the  net  excefs  on  the 
whole  of  the  revenues.  Oh  reference  to  the  account  it  will  be 
diicovered^  that  notwithftanding  the  afiual  receipts  have  on  the 
whole  exceeded  the  efti^natedy  variations  appeal  in  every  item; 
and  that  the  general  excefs  was  167,797/.  and  the  deficiency 
128,903/. 

The  particular  heads  under  which  the  eftimate  has  been  ex- 
ceeded, to  an  amount  requiring  notice,  are  as  follow,  viz. 

JUBnt  Duties,  3,426/.  from  an  increafed  coinage  en  account  of 
individuals^  and  from  a  profit  on  the  coinage  of  copper  at  the  Pre- 
.fidency. 

*  :  Oude  Sui/ufy,  88,323/.  As  the  late  Vizier  (whofe  death  in 
1797  was  mentioned  in  the  laft  addrefs  to  the  Committee)  had 
made  an  addition  vto  his  fubfidy  in  the  March,  preceding,  the  efti- 
mate  was  calculated  on  the  expedation  of  its  being  paid,  and  that 
the  balance  which  had  accrued  on  his  former  engagement  would  be 
likewife  liquidated.  The  Committee  are  prepis^red,  by  documents 
already  before  the  Houfe,  for  the  information  of  the  further  changes 
in  the  Government  of  Oode,  which  took  place  in  January  1798  ; 
but  as  this  will  be  more  particularly  explained  hereafter,  it  is  only, 
itquifite  now  to  ftate,  that  the  excefs  arifes  entirely  from-^ 
extra  donation  by  the  pfefent  Vizier ;  otherwife  the  fum  reckoned 
upon  in  the  eftimate  wpuld  not  have  been  realized  ;  the  deficif:r)cy, 
however,  in  that  cafe,  would  have  been  littlr  r^'^'-*  '^"^  **•-    '-  -    * 
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and  It  is  btisfaAdry  to  remark,  that  every  proTpeA  cxiRs  of  the 
arrear  being  fully  difcharged. 

Judicial  Department^  Fees,  Fints^  tifc.  8,512/.  Thcfc  articles 
tnu(t  ever  be  liable  to  fluduation^  depending,  for  the  moft  part,  on 
the  number  of  futts^  in  the  Courts.  The  major  part  of  theprrfenr 
cxcefs  has  arifen  from  the  arrears  of  police  taxes,  and  the  rent  of 
refumed  Tannadaree  lands,  not  included  in  the  eftimate. 

Sale  of  Ophtmy  64,043/.  The  profpefl  of  the  revival  of  this 
article  tvas  held  out  when  the  accounts  of  the  laft  year  were  under 
confideration.  Notwithflanding  the  prefent  excefs,  the  opium 
trade  is  far  from  having  reached  its  former  amount.  The  Govern- 
ment have  direded  their  particular  attention  to  its  recovery,  and 
have  adopted  every  meafure  lilcely  to  accompli(h  it ;  but  no  very 
fanguinc  hopes  of  fuccefs  nt!ay  be  entertamed,  till  the  caufes  which 
produced  the  ftagnation  are  removed. 

The  deficiency  in  the  expefted  receipts  has  appeared  under  the 
following  heads : 

Benares  Revenue^  14,516/.  Notwithftanding  the  apparent  de- 
ficiency, the  profperity  of  this  'diftrid  has  continued  without  abate- 
ment :  the  expcdation  from  the  lands  has  been  fully  realized.  The 
ptbduce  from  the  cuftoms,  indeed,   has  not  been  fo  great  as  efti- 

-mated  ;  it  might  probably  have  been  ov^r-rated,  from  too  fanguine 
a  calculation  of  the  advantage  hoped  from  a  recent  change  in  the 
management :  but  the  great  portion  of  the  diflference  is  proved  fo 
have  arifen  from  an  error  in  climating  the  demand,  without  de- 
dudling  the  c(labli(hed  remiflions. 

•  Land  Re^jenueSf  61,63 1 /.     A  deficiency  in  the  colleAion  of  the 
land   revenues  appeare<f  in  the  ftatements  laft  prefented,  to  the 

.  amount  of  upwards  of  eight  lacs  of  rupees.  In  tb|  eftimare  of  the 
prefent  year,  the  receipt  was  calculated  at  an  amount  exceeding  the 
adiual  of  the' preceding  in  only  the  fum  of  four  lacs.  As  ample  al- 
lowance was  leTt  for  any  probable  defalcation,  there  was  every  rea- 
fon  to  expect  that  at  lead  it  would  have  been  realized.  The 
amount  reckoned  upon  as  balances  has  been  exceeded,  and  upwards 
of  three  lacs  received  from  a  variety  of  contingent  articles,  never 
included  either  in  the  Jumma  or  the, eftimate.  The  difference  on 
Syer  and  Abkarrec,  or  tax  on  fpirituous  liquors,  though  naturally 
uncertain  in  their  produce,  was  trivial.  The  difappointment  is 
chiefly  on  the  proper  demand  of  the  year  ^  and  this  would  hardly 
require  notice,  from  the  impoflibility  of  an  extenfive  rental  being 

<  received  exa6tly  within  the  official  year,  if  provifion  had  not  been 
made  for  that  circumftance  in  the  eftimate.  The  greateft  want  of 
punfiuaUty  has  been  experienced  in  fomc  of  the  largeft  zenundarics. 
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Meafures  are,  however,  in  contemplation,  to  give  more  full  cSc&  to 
the  regulations  for  the  recovery  of  rents ;  and  it  appears  by  fubfe- 
quent  accounts,  that  a  laige  amount  of  the  balances  of  this  year  was 
received  before  th^  end  of  the  July  following. 

Sale  of  Salt^  SA7S^'  The  deficiency  is  fmall  when  the  total 
fale  is  confidered  ;  but  as  the  fale&  of  fait  have,  for  fo  many  years, 
uniformly  exceeded  the  efliniate,  and  as  the  cdimate,  in  the  prefcnt 
cafe,  was  at  the  fame  amount  as  formerly,  an  explanation  fcems  re-- 
quifite.  The  defalcation  was  in  part  produced  by  impediments  to 
the  manufa(5ture  in  Bengal  in  confequchce  of  moft  unfavourable 
weather,  ami  in  part  by  the  non-fulfijment  of  the  contrad  for 
•  coaft  fait.  ^ 

StempDutieSy  47,280/.  The  Committee  were  informed  laft 
year,  that  this  is  entirely  a  new  anicle  of  revenue,  and  that  it  was 
•fubftituted  in  lieu  of  the  police  tax,  which,  though  an  increafing  rq* 
fource,  was  abolifhed,  as  the  coUedion  was  not  only  attended  with 
difficulty,  but  found  oppreilive.  The  eAimate  was  framed  on  a 
calculation  of  the  probable  produce,  fuppofed  to  be  accurate  ;  but  as 
more  time  was  confumed  in  preparing  the  preifcs,  and  making  the 
numerous  arrangements,  than  expe^ed,  the  documents  on  which 
the  (lamps  were  principally  to  be  ufed,  as  the  bills,  deeds,  &c.  id  the 
judicial  courts,  were  filed  before  they  poflibly  could  be  ready.  The 
expectation  appearrneverthelefs  to  have  been  over-rated  ;  but  as  ^a 
revifion  of  the  plan  has  taken  place,  the  profpedt  may  be  indulged, 
that  in  procefs  of  time  the  original  intention  will  be  anfwered. 

The  reveques  aAually  received  in  the  year  1797-8,  have  been 
dated  to  exceed  the  efti.mate  in  near  four  lacs  of  rupees.  It  is  alfo 
to  be  remarked,  that  they  excee^edthe  receipts,  in  either  of  the  pre- 
ceding years,  in  upwards  of  eight  lacs.  On  the  other  hapd,  the 
charges  will  b^ound  to  exhibit  a  very  different  view.  They  were 
cftimated  to  a^mount  to  3,893,991/. ;  the'adlual  amount  for  the 
year  was  4,031,660/.  being  more  than  eftimated  by  137,669/. 

When  the  ellimate  for  this  Prefidency  wasi  brought  befpre  the 
Committee  laft  year,  doubts  were  fkted  as  to  the  realization  of  thp 
net  revenue.  The  foundation  of  thofe  doubts  was' not  fo  much 
from  an  apprehenfion  of  the  failure  of  the  refource^,  as  of  an  increafe 
of  the  outgoings,  in  confequence  of  the  peculiar  fituation  of  affairs 
in  India.  Thercfult  has  eftablifhed  the  propriety  of  the  remark^ 
then  made ;  and  it  appears,  that  the  grofsexcefs. of  charge  amounted 
10258,662/.  and  the  deficiency  was  120,953/.  maHing  the  net 
excefs  as  before  flated. 

The  heads  of  charge  in  wtlich  the  eftimate  has  been  exceeded^ 
are  as  follolir^  viz^  ^ 
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Mint  DutteSj  in  a  fmall  anioont. 

P^Ji'Ojgice  Charges^  1,241/.  from  an  incxeafed  czpence  of  dawk- 
bearers,  &c:  in  confequence  of  tranfa<3ions  tn  the  upper  provinces. 

Charges  df  Benares  Rejideniy^  3,70 1 /•  from  the  payment  of  pen- 
lions  and  lofs'On  Batta,  not  ftated  in  the  cftimate. 

Charges  of  the  Refidenfs  Office  at  Lucknotv,  99436/.  The  changes 
adverted  to  in  the  explanations  of  the  tieceiptfor  fub(idy»  produced  a 
variety  of  conti.igent  cxpences,  which  could  not  be  forefeen  at  the 
time  of  forming  the  eQimate. 

Orher  Charges  of  the  Civil  Department  ^  35,644/.  Thcfc,  in  ad- 
diiion  to  the  cftabliihments,  include  contingencies  of  every  deferip- 
tion,  and  a  number  of  charges,  though  fixed  in  their  nature^  variaUe 
in  their  amount.  In  thcfe  cafes,  it  is  fcarccly  poffible  to  form  an 
cflimatc  of  the  probable  expenditure. ,  From  the  mode  of  fialirig 
the  arrears,  by  which  the  adjuftment  of  this  part  of  the  account  has 
been  m^de,  it  is  not  practicable  to  explain,  exadly,  the  caufe  cf  the 
exccfs,  Sorre  part  of  it  ?^ppears  to  have  been  occafioned  by  extra- 
ordinary expences  attending  temporary  embalTies,  particuhrly  that  to 
Ava,  by  additional  Durbar  charges,  alfo  by  a  greater  charge  incurred 
on  account  of  the  Refidency  at  Poonah,  in  confequence  of  the  newly- 
appointed  Reiident  being  prevented  proceeding  thither  by  the  fetting 
in  of  the  rains.  Other  caufes  might  likewife  be  nicntioned,  ^nAdch 
it  would  be  too  tedious  to  detail. 

Judicial  Charges^  17,216/.  The  (kme  difficulty  occurs  as  in  the 
preceding  article.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked,  chat  in  this  dc- 
panment  is  included  a  number  of  contingencies  which  cannot  be 
cftimated  with  any  certainty. 

Military  CbaigeSy  1 52,620/.  The  edimate  appeared  to  be  cal- 
culated at  an  amount  which  might  have  been  expedted  to  embrace 
e^ery  probable  contingency  of  the  year,  as  it  is  provided  for  an  ad- 
ditional force  in  Oude,  alfo  for  the  expence  of  intended  expeditions ; 
JDUt  from  a  courfe  of  events,  abfolutely  impodible  to  be  forefeen^  it 
became  requitite  to  make  a  further  incrcafe  in  the  firft  inflance,  by 
which  fevejral  regiments  were  placed  on  double  batta.  From  that 
circumdancc,  and  the  unexpeded  movements  of  the  army,  a  con* 
fiderable  expence  was  incurred  :  the  expence  alfo  of  expedirions  was 
.  much  greater.  Another  caufe  of  th(  excefs  is  to  be  found  in  tlie 
augmentation  of  the  native  infantry,  both  in  the  (Irength,  and  by 
the  raifing  two  entire  new  regiments. 

Cujlomsy  Charged  of  CollcSiicns^    lyX'jil,     This  ar|fes,  in  part, 
from  an  addition  to  the  eflabliniment^ 

Opium,  Advance's  and  Charges ,   31,634/.     This   expence  h;i^ 
hitherto  depended  on  the  (quantity  delivered  under  the  contrad^ 
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-wMch  may  account,  in  fome  meafurei  for  the  exceTt :  but  a  part 
tias  been  occa(ioned  by  the  preparations  for  ibe  change  in  the  fyftem 
of  management. 

The  lafl:  head  under  which  an  excefs  is  to  be  noticed  is  the 
Stamp^Office  Charges,  to  theamount  of  5,845/.  The  expenditure, 
in  this  inAance,  is  treble  the  fum  eftimated*  It  being  the  ^rft  year 
of  the  eftabiifhment  of  the  office,  the  difficulty  of  calculating  the 
cxpence  may  be,  in  fome  degree,  owing  to  the  novelty  of  the 
charge ;  but  the  principal  caufe  of  the  excefs  is  affigned  to  have 
ariien  from  the  purchafe  of  a  much  larger  quantity  of  paper  than 
eftimated,  of  which  a  very  conGderable  portion  remains  in  flore, 
fo  that  a  part  only  of  the  expence  may  properly  be  charged  to  this  - 
year. 

The  heads  under  which  the  charges  have  fallen  (hort  of  the  efti- 
mate  arc  but  few  ;  ^nd,  of  rhofe,  by  fir  the  greateft  amount  is  to 
be  attributed  rather  to  the  deferring  of  the  expence,  than  to  the 
want  of  precilion  in,  calculating  the  eftimate.  They  are  as  follows, 
viz. 

Marine  Charges^  6,678/.  from  a  fmaller  expence  attending  the 
pilot  fchooners  and  onoorings  ;  from  the  charge  of  vcflels  to  cruife 
off  the  Andamans,  though  eilimated,  not  incurred ;  and  from  a 
fmaller  advance  for  building  vellels. 

Buildings  and  Fortifications,  43,076/.  This  difference  is  chieny 
occafioned  by  the  eredion  of  extcnfive  cavalry  cantonments  being 
deferred  till  a  more  fuitable  fpot  than  originally  iiitended  (hall  be 
fixed  upon  ; .  and  a  fmall  part  arifes  from  a  Icis  expence  being  in- 
curred for  buildings  in  the  judicial  department. 

Revenue  Charges,  23,053/.  This  diflTerence  arifes  on  a  great 
number  of  items:  near  70,000  rupees  in  penlions,  charged  in  the 
eflimate,  but  transferred  to  Benares  in  the  adlual  account.  The  ex- 
pence  c)f  Pooibundee  was  conGdcrably  lefs ;  and  in  feveral  of  thp 
diftri^s,  the  general  expence  was  below  the  amount  efti  mated. 

Salt  Advances  and  Qjorges,  being  lefs  than  the  efiimate  in  the 
fum  of  48,145/.  is, the  laA  article  of  explanation.     The  (mailer 
provifion  of  fait,  in  confequence  of  the  unfavourable  feafon,  and  the  , 
failure  in  the  contrad  for  coa(l  fait,  as  noticed  under  the  revenues, 
have  been  the  caufe  of  the  diminution  of  the  advances. 

The  net  excefs  of  the  charges  has  been  itated  to  amount  to 
137,669/. ;  from  which  dcdudt  the  net  excefs  of  revenue,  as  (latcd 
likewife,  38,893/.;-— and  the  net  deficiency  in  the  adual  net  re- 
venue, compared  with  the  ef^imate,  will  then  appear  to  be  98,7  7  5I. ; 
—and  the  total  net  revenue  of  the  Prefidency  of  Bengal,  in  the  year 
1797-8,  is  fouiKi  to  amount  to  1,751,081/.  which,  in  conft* 
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quencd  of  the  increafe  of  the  expences  during  the  year,  is  lets  tfaar 
the  net  revenue  of  the  year  preceding,  by  89,882/. 

Estimates,  1798-9. 

The  profpefis  of  the  year  1 798-9  are  much  more  flattering  than 
the  preceding  year. 

The  revenues  are  efihnated,  in  the  lafl  column  of  No.  i,  \r 
amount  to  6,259,600/. ;  and  the  charges,  in  the  Uft  column  of  the 
ftatement  No.  2,  to  3,952,84.7/. ;  making  the  eftimated  net  re- 
venue 2,306,753/.  The  net^diflPerence  in  the.  amount  of  the  rt- 
fources,  \[>n  a  comparifon  with  thofe  of  laft  year,  is.  no  lels  than 
476,859/. ;  and  the  charges  are,  on  the  whole/ eftimated  at  a  lels 
amount  by  78,81  2/.  It  neverrhelefs  appears,  that  in  a  few  parti- 
culars the  eflimate  Aates  a  more  unfavourable  view  in  bodi  in- 
ftances  ;'fome  articles  of  revenue  being  expeded  to  be  below^  and 
fome  heads  of  charge  to  be  above,  the  laA  year ;  but  in  neither  cafe 
to  a  great  amount. 

Thegrofsfuro  of  the  improved  revenue  is  535,239/,  An  increafe 
of  the  Pofi-cffice  cdk^ions  is  expected,  in  confequcnce  of  regulations 
lately  made  in  that  department.  The  colledion  of  the  land  revenua 
is  taken  at  54,288/.  more.  This  cannot  be  termed  a  vc^ry  fan- 
guine  calculation,  when  the  defalcation  of  the  laft,  and  the  year  pre- 
ceding, is  confidered.  It  is  to  be-hoped^  that  in  this  inftancc  the 
eftimate  will  be  more  «than  realized.  A  larger  produce  from  the 
fale  oi  fait  is  ftated,  amounting  to  63,477/.  It  likewife  exceeds 
former  ellimates  upwards  of  five  lacs.  The  advices  Bkvour  the 
profpedt,  that  the  expedhition  in  this  regard  will  not  be  difappointe^. 
An  increafe  of  18,280/.  is  reckoned  upon  from  the  ftamp  duius. 
In  the  laft  year  the  inftirution  of  thetn  took  place.  When  the  firft 
calculation,  at  nearly  (ix  lacs,  is  conlidered,  it  may  be  hoped  that 
the  prefent  eAimate,  at  half  the  amount,  is  not  flated  too  high. 

By  far  the  greatcA  addition  is  expedied  from  the  fubfidies,  (n 
confcqucnce  of  new  treaties  with  the  Nabob  of  Oude  and  the  Ni- 
zam.   A  mpre  particular  explanation  of  thefe  engagements  will  be 
offered  hereafter :  at  prefent,  it  m^y  fuffice  to  remark,  that  the 
OW<r/u^^y  is  calculated,  in  this  year,  to  amount  to  969,197/. 
which  is  more  than  received  laft  year  287,07 oy.     So  large  a  re- 
ceipt is  not  to  be  looked  for  in  future  years  ;  as  this  fum  includes 
noitonly  the  current  fubfidy  fettled  in  .February  1798,  but  likewife 
arrears,  and  the  expence  of  repairing  fome  forts,  which  the  pre&nt 
Vizier  has  agreed  to  defray.     The  fubfidy  from  the  Nizam,  under 
the  former  treaty,  is  included  in  the  Madras  flatemcnts.     The  fum 
here  dated,  amounting  to  104,400/.  is  the  fSart,  under  the  trcafy 
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of  Sq>tember  1798,  wUeh  fell  due  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  the 
ofiBcial  year. 

The  only  article  requiring  notice,  from  which  a  Icfs  receipt  is  ex« 
pededi  is  the  opium :  the  difFerence  amounts  to  529443/.  This  is 
the  firA  year  of  the  change  of  the  fyftem,  from  a  contra<SI  to  the 
management  by  agency.  '  The  reduflion  of  the  quantity  is  one  of  . 
the  meafures  reforted  to  for  reftoring  the  trade :  of  courfe  a  le& 
produce  is  eftimated. 

The  net  diminution  of  the  charges,  compared  with  the  laft  year, 
has  becft)  fiated.  On  an  eitaminatton  of  the  accounts,  it  appears 
that  the  aggregate  of  thofe  items,  on  which  an  increafe  is  expeded, 
amounts  to  93,726/.  ;  and  the  total  of  thofe,  on  which  a  \ck  ex-  - 
penditure  is  looked  for,  is  172,539/.  Thofe,  in  thefirft  inftancc, 
Co  any  confiderable  amount,  are  the  buildings  and  fortifications^ 
64,304/.  of  which  the  mod  confiderable,  part  is  in. the  repairing 
and  ftrengthening  the  forts  in  the  Vizier's  dominions.  The  ad- 
vances in  the  fait  department  are  ealculated  at  24,9.^5/.  more, 
on  account  of  the  additional  quantity  likely  to  be  provided  for  in 
the  year. 

The  diminution  is  in  the  grcat^  majority  of  the  items.  The 
charges  in  the  civil  department  are  all  expeded  to  be  lefs :  the  Po/i- 
office^  from  the  probability  of  a  lefs  expence  in  the  extraordinaries  : 
at  Lucinowy  from  the  Refidency  being  exempted  from  the  contingen- 
cies of  the  laft  year.  As  to  the  remaining  civil  charges^  on  which 
the  diminution  is  the  greateft,  the  remark  upon  the  a<9ual  ac- 
counts muft,  of  neceflity,  fuifice  for  an  explanation.  This  may 
likewife  be  found  to  apply  with  regard  to  the  charges  of  the  judicial 
department^  which  appear,  below  the  laft  year.  The  military  ex^ 
pences  a^e  eftimated  at  a  lefs  amount  by  32,792/.  On  the  out-turn 
in  this  refpedt,  it  is  impoflible  to  form  a  conjcdure,  although  the 
efiimate  was  calculated  with  c\try  attcntibn  to  the  circumftances 
then  exifting,  or  likely  to  occur.  The  greateft  difterence  is  cxpcded 
in  the  opium^  from  the  determination  to  reftrid  the  quantity  manu- 
factured till  the  demand  of  the  market  can  be  more  completely 
afcertained.  The  expence  of  the  Stamp-ojfice  is  below  the  laft  year. 
The  great  expence  (beyond  the  firft^eftimate)  attending  the  inftitu- 
tion,  has  been  noticed,  and  that  it  was  not  likely  to  occur  in  fu- 
ture ;  it  is  therefore  hoped  that  the  amount  now '  inferted  will  not 
be  exceeded. 

'  The  refult  of  the  comparifon  of  the  revenues  and  charges,  by 
the  adlual  accounts,  in  the  year  1797-8,  and  as  eftimated  for  the 
year  1798-9,  in  the  net  revenue  in  the  latter  inftance,  is  cxpeded 
to  exceed  that  in  the  former  by  5551672/. ;  with  regard  to  which 
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It  18  to  be  obfervedy  that  although  there  cxite,  sit  preTenCy  no  grouod 
for  doubt  of  the  realization  of  the  eOimatcd  refources,  and  althoi^ 
the  charges  in  generd  are  ftated  at  an  amount  which  docs  not  ap- 
pear objedionablcy  it  may  be  expelled  that  the  important*  tranfac- 
tions  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  and  the  extraordinary  and  unparalleled 
exertions  of  .the  .Government^  will  have  oecafioned  ai|  increafe  of 
the  military  expences. 

MADRAS. 

The  revenues  and  charges  of  the  Preiidency  of  Madras  oome 
next  under  confideration.  To  purfue  ^he  examination  of  them  m 
like  manner  with  thofe  of  Bengal,  it  will  be  ncceflfary  firft^  to  refer 
to  the  account  No.  4,  the  three  firft  columns  df  which  ftcw  the  re- 
ceipt of  revenue  in  the  years  1795-6,  1 796-7,  and  1797-8.  In 
former  years,  the  peculiar  fituation  of  a  part  of  the  rcfburces  of  this 
Prefidency,  rendered  it  neceflary  to  make  fome  adjuftmentt  bciioa 
an  average  could  properly  be  drawn ;  on  the  preiicnt  occafion,  as  in 
die  laft  year,  it  fcems  only  requifite  to  exclude  the  revenues  of  Cey- 
lon and  the  Dutch  fcttlements,  as  not  properly  appertainii^  Co  tbe 
fixed  annual  receipt.  In  this  view,  the  average  receipt  of  the  three 
years  above  named  amounts  to  i»824y753/.  which  is  lefs  than  the 
average  calculated  on  the  accounts  one  year  back  by  21,321  /• 

Omitting  an  average  of  charges,  for  reafons  already  adverted  to 
under  Bengal,  the  next  account  which  calls  the  atteiition  of  the 
Committee  is  No.  6.  In  that  is  (hewn  a  comparifon  of  the  reve- 
nues and  charges  of  the  year  1797-S,  according  to  the  eftimate, 
and  by  the  ad^ual  accounts.  The  revenues  were  eftimated  to  pn>- 
duce  2f334,675/.;  —  their  adual  amount  was  i>938y95o/. ; 
making  a  deficiency,  in  the  afiual  receipt,  of  3959725/. 

The  heads  of  revenue  are  few,  in  which  the  actual  receipts  have, 
.  in  this  year,  exceeded  the  eftimated,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  only 
27,643/.  Of  this,  the  fum  of  8,1 56/.  is  in  the  fuhfidy  from  d^ 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  arifcs  from  the  colleSions  in  the  Pol^r 
countries  (taken  in  part  payment)  being  more  produdlive  than  ex- 
pelled. This  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  an  addition  to  the  fubfidy, 
but  as  a  recovery  of  arrears.  The  revenues  of  Ceylon,  and  the 
Poji^office  coll^ions,  in  a  fmail  amount,  form  the  remaining  part  of 
the  furplus  receipt.  The  total  of  the  deficiencies  was  423,368/. 
The  detail  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Land  and  Sea  Cujltms^  2,151/.  .  Tbe  trade  on  which  the  produce 
of  the  cuftoms  depends,  having  in  this  year  been  gene^ly  leli  than 
in  the  laft,  may  account  for  the  difference. 
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SuhftJyfrm  the  Rajah  efTanjorcy  166,958/.     When  the  efli* 
Ai^te  was  under  confideration  laft  year,  a  doul^t  of  the  realization* 
tinder  this  head  was  ftated  ;  as  it  was  a  ground  of  furprife,  that, 
fituated  as  the  Tanjore  country  then  was,  fo  large  a  receipt  (hould 
be  reckoned  upon. 

The  deficiency  in  the  Jubjtdy  from  the  Nizam,  amounting  to 
47,512/.  is  under  the  engagement  by  the  former  treaty.  From 
the  nature  of  the  conne6tion  with  his  Highnefs,  there  is  no  doubt 
of  its  being  cleared  in  the  account  with  him.. 

The  moft  ferious  difappolntment,  in  every  view,  has  occurred 
in  the  colleAionof  the  land  revenues^  to  the  amount  of  191,042/. 
The  colledion  of  the  laft  year  was  nearly  three  lacs  below  the  fum 
eftimated  ;  but  fome  fatisfiidion  was  derived,  from  the  conlidera* 
tion  of  its  being,.on  the  comparifon  with  former  years,  very  produc- 
tive. In  that  inftance,  it  certainly  appeared  that  the  eftimate  was 
rated  too  high  ;  but  in  the  prefent  it  is  to  be  obferved  with  concern, 
that  a  iimiiar  excufe  cannot  be  urged  in  nearly  the  fame  extent.  A 
narrojv  examination  into  the  caufes  of  the  defalcation  became  effen- 
tially  requifite,  and  the  advices  have  been  attentively  looked  into  ; 
from  which  it  is  difcovered,  that  the  difference  is  in  the  demand  of 
the  current  year,  apd  that  the  colledions  on  account  of  balances,  in 
the  general,  have  been  exceeded.  The  revenues  of  thejaghirc 
have  been  realized  ;  and  in  the  diftridts  of  the  fouthward,  the  defi- 
ciencies have  been  inconfiderable.  n  Ttie  great  failure  has  occurreci 
in  the  northern  Circars  ;  where,  although  the  Company's  authority, 
is  becoming  each  year  more  firmly  eftablifhed,  the  collections  «re 
(till  attended  with  difficulty,  requiring  all  the  energy,  ability  and  di- 
ligence of  the  colledlors.  The  efFedl  of  the  fmalleft  relaxation  is 
foon  vifible  ;  and  although,  In  many  of  the  diftri£ls,  the  fervants  of 
the  Company  are  highly  defervir;g  of  credit  for  their  fucceisfiil  and 
prai fe- worthy  exertionsj  in  fome  a  contrary  conduct  has  produced 
inconvenience. 

The  caufes  afligned  for  the  defalcation  are  various  :  fuper-abun- 
jdance  and  low  price  of  grain,  in  fome  inftances  ;  in  others,  lofs  of 
property  by  inundations,  and  the  interruption  of  agriculture,  either 
by  the  failure  of  the  early,  or  by  the  prodigious  quantity  of  the 
middle  and  latter  rains.  It  is,  however,  hoped,  from  the  fecurities  in 
band,  and  tl>e  arrangements  made,  that  the  ultimate  deficiency  in 
the  prefent  year's  demand  will  not  be  to  a  very  confiderable 
gmount.  '      y         ' 

Notwithftanding  the  produce  of  the  coUeSfions  from  the  ceded 
cfiunfries  was  below  the  eftimate  in  159352/.  it  was  not  far  beneath 
Ch^t  of  the  laft  ycar^  and  exceeded  confiderably  that  of  the  year  be^ 

V0J./XJI.  3S 


49^  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

(bre.  A  pktt  is  ftated  to  hbve  been  occafloned  by  an  alrcntion  in 
the  eng^ements  with  (bme  of  the  renters,  and  fecarity  is  obtained 
for  another  part. 

The  probable  charges  of  this  Prcfidency  in  the  year  1797-81 
appear  to  have  been  calculated  with  a  panicular  degree  of  accuracy. 
They  were  cftimated  to  amount  to  1,482,838/. ;— their'  adual 
nmount  was  2,515,774/;  exceeding  the  e(ti mate  in  only  the  fum 
of  32,936/.  Few  obfervations  on  this  finall  difference  are  requi- 
lite  ;  becaufe,  although  it  is  the  net  excefs  merely,  the  variations  as 
to  the  furplus  or  the  deficiency  in  the  a6lual  charges  h^ve  not  been 
t6  any  confidetable  amount.  The  grofs  excefs  was  59,21 1/.  and 
the  deficiency  26,275/. — arifing,  in  both  inftances,  upon  a  num- 
ber of  items.  The  excefs  in  the  civil  charges  was  10,349/.  and 
drifes  principally  from  contingencies^  as  lofs  by  exchange,  &c.  not 
inferred  in  the  eflimate.  The  military  expences  were  more  than 
efHmated,  1 6,488/.  Some  of  the  charges  appear  to  have  been  lefs ; 
but  the  increafe  of  the  army,  the  additional  purchafe  of  Aores,  and 
diiburfements  on  expeditions,  have  operated  to  produce  the  excefs. 
0n  the  revenue  charges  the  excefs  was  19,932/.  Some  of  the 
txpences  of  this  department  were  lefs  than  e(limated  ;  but  there  is 
difficulty  in  accounting  for  it  exadfly,  as  a  part  of  the  difFererKe 
sirifes  from  the  mode  of  dating  the  arrears,  which  ^re  adjuf^ed  with 
the  adlual  accounts  of  the  year.  The  charges  at  Ceyltn  and  the 
Dutch  Jittlements  include  the  expence  of  thfe  fupport  and  mainte* 
nance  of  prifoners^  and  a  number  of  amtingencies^  which  necef* 
f^rfly  muft  be  uncertain:  this  explanation  may  be  fuppofed  to  ac« 
^ant  for  the  excefs  in  this  inftance,  aitiounring  to  1 2,1 1 1/. 

The  items  of  chat^ge  which  have  not  equalled  the  eftimale  are 
the  Pbft-office  in  a  fmall  amount  \  the  charges  on  the  revenues  of 
the  ceded  countries,  in  8,279/.  from  a  diminution  of  the  diflrid 
eftablilhments,  a  redudlion  of  furvey  chains,  a  lefs  expence  in  the 
repair  of  tanks,  and  the  poftponement  of  fome  other  dhafges ;  die 
charges  on  the  affigned  revenues  ofTanjore,  17,451/.  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  eflimate  having  calculated  on  a  diiburfement  for  pen* 
iit)n!s  which  has  not  been  incurred,  and  on  a  chatge  of  colledion 
more  than  in  the  event  proved  requifite. 

The  deficiency  in  the  adual  revenue  was  ilated  to  amount  to 
395,725/..  Adding  the  furplus  of  thea6lual  chaises,  as  (hewn 
above,  32,936/.  the  net  furplus  of  the  adtual  diaiiges  will  then  be 
found  to  amount  to  428,661/.  and  the  a£lual  furplus  of  the 
charges  of  this  Prcfidency,  in  Ae  year  1797*8,  will  appear  to  be 
576,823/.  which  exceeds  the  furplus  of  the  charges  of  the  prcced* 
ihg  year  by  t04>66o/.  pattly  from  the  deficiency  Di  the  leccipt^ 
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dnd  partly  (rom  the  increafe  of  the  military  expences,  oocafioned  by 
the  addition  to  the  forces,  and  other  contingencies,  in  confequcnoe 
of  the  war. 

Estimates,  1798-9. 

The  important  occurrences  which  will  be  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Committee  were  partly  in  view,  when  the  calculations  wera 
niade ,  of  the  probable  expences  of  this  Prefidency  for  the  year 
1798-9;  from  whence  It  is  juftly  to  be  expeded,  that  the  difburfe- 
ments  muft  be  to  an  amount  almoft  unprecedented.  No  diminu- 
tion of  revenue  having  been  apprehended,  the  receipts  have  been  taken 
at  an  amount  which,  in  general,  appears  to  be  prefcribed  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  year  preceding.  The  particulars  both  of  revenue 
and  charge,  will  be  found  in  the  laft  columns  cf  the  accounts 
No.  4  and  5*  ^ 

The  revenues  are  efttmated  to  amount  to  2,004,9^3/.  ^"^  ^® 
charges  to  2,857,519/.  by  which  the  expeded  excefs  of  charge 
appears  to  be  852,526/.  On  the  comparifon  it  is  difcovered,  that 
the  revenues  are  eftimated  to  exceed  thofe  of  the  laft  year,  by 
66,042/.  Several  variations,  neverthelefs,  appear  to  a  more  con- 
siderable amount ;  under  fome  heads,  the  receipt  being  expeAed  to 
be  larger ;  and  under  others,  lefs.  The  Tai)jore  fubfidy  is  fiated 
at  fomething  more  than  the  receipt  laft  year,  on  thefoppofition  that 
more  will  be  reali^d  from  the  afTumed  diftri^s.  The  fobftdy 
from  die  Nixam  is  taken  at  the  full  amount  payable 'under  the 
fonner  engagement  at  this  Prefidency.  The  deficient  receipt  in  ' 
1797-8,  as  explained  in  the  account  of  that  year,  may  account  for 
the  diQerence.  A  notandum  to  the  account  remarks,  that  this  fom 
was  taken  from  the  Bengal  ftatements.  Perhaps  an  adjuftment 
may  hereafter  become  neceflary  under  this  head. 

The  Land  kevenuei  are  eftimated  at  five  lacs  beyond  theattiount 
colleded  laft  year.  In  the  explanatory  remarks  on  the  extraordi- 
nary deficiency  in  that  year,  it  was  ftated,  that  fecurities  were  in 
hand  for  many  of  the  balances ;  fo  that  a  recovery  may,  with  fome 
propriety,  be  reckoned  upon.  It  does  not  appear,  diat  the  calcula- 
tions, in  general,  ar6  beyond  what  is  juftly  warranted ;  and  it  is 
hoped,  from  the  talents  and  aflfiduity  of  the  prefent  coUeAors,  that 
the  refult  of  this  year  will  prove  much  more  favourable  than  that 
of  the  laft. 

Of  the  heads  of  revenue  expefied  to  be  lefs  than  laft  year,  two 
only  require  notice.  The  fubjkly  /ram  the  Nabob  of  Arcet^  to  the 
amount  of  13,352/.  in  the  coUedlions  of  the  afiigned  Pefticuftiy 
which  are  expe6ted  to  be  lefs,  in  confequence  of  the  extra  receipt  in 
laft  year.   The  difference  in  the  revenues  from  Cejkn^  amounting  tQ 
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173,696/.  is  explained  in  the  account  to  be  fuppofed  to  anfefinom 
the  cxpediation  that  the  iflaiid  would  not  continue  under  this  Prefix 
dehcy  the  whole  year. 

The  chaises,  as  before  remarked,  are  expefled  to  be  very  h^  : 
diofe  in  the  military  department  were  particularly  in  contcniplation ; 
and  it  appears  that  of  the  fum  of  369,662/.  in  which  the  charge 
10  the  grofs,  are  likely  to  exceed  thofe  of  the  year  1797-8,  near 
eight  lacs  and  a  half  are  in  that  department.  This,  in  general,  isr 
to  be  confidered  as  the  eftimated  expehce  of  the  preparations  for 
the  army  taking  the  field. 

The  probable  increafe  of  other  articles  of  expence  arifes  frotA 
diflPerent  circumftances.  That  in  the  civil  charges,  though  only 
taken  at  1840/.  may  be  reckoned  ftill  higher,  from  the  contin* 
gencies  in  the  laft  year's  accounts,  which  do  not  appear  in  the  cffi- 
mate.  The  addition  is  expected  from  the  Durbar  chaiges,  and 
from  the  inftitutionof  the  Recorder's  Court.  In  this  year,  a  grcatef 
expence  is  reckoned  upon  in  the  revenue  department,  principally 
from  the  meafures  wifely  adopted  by  the  Government  far  repairif^ 
the  tanks.  On  the  fame  account,  the  (jiaiges  in  the  ceded  citmfrzei 
are  likely  to  be  higher ;  but  in  this  inftance,  an  expence  will  probably 
arife,  from  the  neceffity  of  fecuring  the  inhabitants  from  depreda** 
tors  oa  Tippoo's  frontier.  The  charges  on  the  ajpgned  revermes  of 
Tanjore  will  experience  an  increafe,  from  the  expence  attending  die 
reftoration  of  Serfogee,  which  is  to  be  noticed  in  the  fequd  ;  aUi5 
from  advances  neccflary  to  be  made  to  the  inhabitants  for  repairs 
and  cultivation. 

In  two  in(lances  only  is  a  lefs  expence  eftimated  ;  buildings  and 
fortifications,  which  does  not  require  notice ;  and  at  Ceylon,   the 
reafons  for  which  may  be  found  in  the  remarks  on  the  revenues. 

The  refult  of  this  comparifon  is— -the  net  charge  eflimated  for 
the  year  1798-9,  is  calculated  to  exceed  the  charge  of  the  preced- 
ing year  in  the  fum  of  275,702/.  The  remark  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  examination  of  the  Bengal  edimate  will  mod  properly  apply 
on  this  occafion  ;  and  it  may  futther  be  added,  that  as  thelcene  of 
the  brilliant  operations  of  the  late  war  was  immediately  on  this 
coaft,  it  mutt  not  occaiion  furprife,  if,  oo  receipt  of  the  adual  ac- 
counts, it  (bould  prove  that  the  charges  have  Aill  reached  a  greater 
amount. 

BOMBAY- 

The  revenues  and  charges  of  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay,  a$ 
exhibited  in  the  accounts  No.  ji  8|  and  9;  come  next  under 
review. 
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I 

The  revenues  of  the  years  1795-6,  1796-7,  ahd  1797-8* 
afe  ftatcd  in  the  three  firft  columns  of  No.  6;  On  an  average^ 
they  amounted  to  310,574/.;  which  is  more  than  the  average^, 
1794.5  to  1796-7,  8,569/.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  fome 
objediion  may  arife  to  the  comparifon  of  (he  averages,  becaufe  the 
accounts  in  both  periods  include  fubfidies,  the  payment  of  which  do 
not  appear  regular:  for  example,  in  1794-5,  the  recovery  of  an 
arrear  from  the  Mahrattas,  amoqnting  to  15,106/.  is  (hted  ;  and 
in  1797-8,  the  fubfidy  from  the  Rajah  of  Travcncorc,  for  the  ba- 
lance of  the  laft;  year,  and  for  the  amount  of  the  current  year, 
making  together  53,189/.  while  the  intermediate  years  include 
nothing  but  the  proper  refources  of  the  Company.  Divefting, 
therefore,  the  averages  in  both  periods,  of  the  receipt  for  fubfidies^ 
it  will  be  found,  that  the  average  drawn  on  the  latter,  or  upon  tho 
years  now  under  conlideration,  is  lefs  by  4,124/.  ^ich  is  chiefly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  (hort  receipt  for  the  Malabar  Province  in 
i797-89as  will  be  explained  upon  the  examination  of  the  revenues 
for  that  year. 

Declining,  as  at  the  other  Preiidencies,  an  average  of  charges,  the 
comparifon  of  the  revenues  and  charges  of  1797-89  as  eflimated, 
and  according  to  the  actual  out-turn,  is  next  to  be  examined:  this 
is  ilated  in  the  account,  No.  9.  The  revenues  were  eftimated  to 
amount  to  319,100/.  the  adual  amount  was  338,189/. ;  being 
more  than  the  eAimate  19,089/.  The  whole  amount  of  the  re- 
ceipts of  this  Preddcncy  is  fmall,  compared  with  the  others  ;  but 
the  differences  are  proportionably  greater.  The  furplus  receipts 
amounted  to  51*3 3  3/*  and  the  deficient  to  32,242/.  In  the  for* 
mer,  the  cujioms  amounted  to  17,828/.  The  coUedlion  was  not 
only  more  than  the  eilimate,  but  exceeded,  likewife,  the  laft  year, 
which  was  very  produflive.  The  annual  incrcafe  of  this  refource 
is  a  proof  of  the  increafing  commerce  on  this  fide  of  India. 

A  greater  fum  than  elti mated  was  received  from  the  Rajah  of 
Travencore.  The  excefs  amounted  to  33>5o2/.  ;  and  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  when  the  eftimate  was  confidered  lad  year,  that  more  might 
have  been  reckoned  upon.  The  prefent  receipt  is  on  the  engage- 
ment in  the  permanent  treaty,  and  on  the  recovery  of  arrears  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  complete  realization  appears,  from  the 
ftipulations  being  brought  to  the  credit  of  the  Rajah,  in  his  con* 
XIZ&  account  for  pepper,  &c. 

The  deficiency  in  the  receipt  is  principally  in  the  land  revenue f^ 
and  the  colle^tons  from  the  ceded  countries  ;  the  former  in  a  fmall 
amount,  chiefly  from  an  error  in  the  eflimate ;  and  the  latter  in 
25j494/.  from  the  cfTedis  of  the  difiurbance  in  Cotiote,  of  the  dif- 
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pured  fucccflion  of  ChcrJcal,  and  of  the  death  of  the  Zamorine*  Al- 
though the  cfticnate  may  have  been  rated  tcx)  high  on  account  of  the 
Ittodu6)ive  collections  in  1 796-7,  a  hope  may  be  indulged  that  no 
eventual  lofs  will  accrue,  as  the  difference  may  be  rather  confidcred 
a  delay  of  payment  than  otherwlfc.  The  charges  were  cftitnated 
to  amount  to  844,050/.  and  ad^ually  amounted  to  939)92 1/.  ;  be* 
ing  more  than  eQi mated  95,87 1/. 

The  only  ch^irgc  below  the  cftimatc  was  the  Marine^  m  a  fmall 
afDount.  A  furplus  has  oceurred  in  every  other  item  :  the  rftvV  In 
15,134/.  which  may  moftly  be  attributed  to  the  incrcafe  of  falary 
to  the  members  of  council,  and  to  the  expence  of  an  cmbafly  to 
Travcncore  and  to  Colapore.  The  exccfs  in  the  military  ebar^es 
was  59,450/.  part  owing  to  the  difturbances  in  the  Malabar  Pro- 
iFiDce,  and  part  to  a  greater  expence  for  fiores.  The  expence  of 
tuiUings  was  increafed,  from,  the  neceflity  of  flrengthcning  the  de-> 
fences  \  and  the  revenue  charges  in  contingencies,  and  die  expence 
of  repairing  embankments.  A  greater  expence  has  been  fuOained 
in  the  ceded  countries^  amounting  to  10,187/.  from  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  for  making  arrangements  in  the  Malabar  Province, 
die  employment  of  a  greater  number  of  fervants,  and  other  chrcum- 
fiances,  which  could  not  be  forefeen  at  the  dme  of  forming  the 
eftimate. 

The  furplus  of  the  receipts,  dated  to  amount  to  19,089/.  de- 
ducted from  the  furplus  of  the  charges,  95,87 1/.  the  net  Airplus  of 
the  charge  is  found  to  be  76,782/. ;  and  the  furplus  of  the  a£tual 
charges  of  this  Prefidency  is,  intheyear  1797-8,  601,732/.  which 
is  more  than  the  furplus  charge  of  the  preceding  year  by  75,843/. 
and  is  accounted  for,  principally,  in  the  increafed  military  expences. 

Estimates,  1798-9. 

The  c9cpe£tations  of  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay,  in-  the  year 
1798-9,  are  dated  in  the  Ud  column  of  the  accounts  numbered  7 
and  8.  The  revenues  are  computed  to  amount  to  346,1 1  o/.  and 
the  charges   to  996,699/.   making  a  furplus  in   the  charges  of 

650,589^ 

In  the  revenues  derived  under  this  Prefidency,  the  net  difftrence 
from  thofc  colleded  in  the  laft  year  is  but  fmall ;  no'rnbre*  than 
7,920/.  Few  obfervations  are  necelfary.  The  colleSf ions  from 
the  ceded  countries  are  cxpe<9ed  to  be  more  from  the  receipt  of  fums 
deferred  lafl:  year,  as  explained  in  the  remarks  on  the  a£iual  ac- 
counts. On  the  other  hand,  the  cufioms  are  expe«9ed  to  be  lefs,  on 
the  fuppofition  that  the  trade  nuiy  not  be  to  the  extent  of  the  year 
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preceding ;  and  xht  receipt  from  the  Travencnre  fuhftdjy  ffom  th^ 
payment  of  arrears  in  that  year^ 

The  charges,  in  the  whote^  are  eftimated  at  five  lacs  more  than 
thoreof  the  year  1797-8.  The  grufs  exccfs  is  76,182/.  Of 
this,  64,795/.  is  in  the  militafy  expences^  chiefly  from  the  hcceffiry 
of  placing  the  army  on  a  footing  to  rcfift  any  attack  which  might 
Jbe  made  on  the  coaft  ;  and  9,165/.  in  buildings  and  forfificatisnrf 
from  the  repairs  and  additions  required  for  the  further  fccurity  of  the 
pofleflions. 

Thofe  articles  of  charge  which  arc  calculated  to  be  lef$  than  the 
laft  year,  in  an  amount  requiring  remark,  are  in  the  marine  and 
revenue  departments.  The  former,  9,695/.  principally  in  the 
contingencies  and  the  fupply  of  ftores  ;  in  the  latter,  8,077/.  P^^ly 
from  contingent  e^ pences  incurred  in  the  lad  year,  not  cxpc(5\ed  in 
this.  In  the  lefult,  the  net  charge  of  thils  Prelidcncy,  climated 
for  the  year  1798-9,  exceeds  that  of  the  year  1797-8  by  48,857^ 

As,  at  the  time  of  framing  the  eftimate,  the  meafures  in  contenw 
platton  at  the  other  Prefidencies  were  not  known  at  Bcmbay,  no 
calculation  was  made  on  that  account.  From  the  ditVmguilhed 
part  the  army  of  this  Prefidency  tcx)k  in  the  fubfequ^nt  tranfadions^ 
it  may  readily  be  fuppofed,  that  a  very  confiderable  additional  cx«- 
pence  has  been  incurred  :  indeed,  the  fa6l  is  afcertained  by  the  ad«- 
vices.  Other  charges  have  alfo  been  greatly  increafed ;  but  the 
Committee  mull  be  highly  gratified  by  the  information^  that  the 
colie<£lion  of  the  revenues  has  fuffered  no  diminution.   ' 

Having  accompliihed  an  explanation  in  detail,  in  fo  far  as  ap* 
peared  necelTary  for  the  information  of  the  Committee,  of  every 
cireumftance  which  has  affcdled,  or  is  likely  to  affed^  the  receipt 
and  expenditure  of  the  three  Prefidencies  during  the  periods  under 
inveftigation,  their  attention  is  further  requeued  to  other  articles  of 
charge  which  fall  upon  the  revenues  of  India.  Thefe  are  the  ex* 
pcnces  of  the  fettlements  of 

BENCOOLEN,  PINANG,  &c. 

The  revenues  and  charges  of  Fort  Marlbro',  the  chief  Rcfidcncy 
of  Bencoolen,  and  the  fettlements  fubordinate,  arc  ftated  in  the  ac- 
count. No.  I  o  ^a). 

On  the  average  of  the  three  years,  1795-6  to  1797-8,  in- 
clalive,  the  revenues  amounted  to  5>i77/*  and  the  charges  to 
104,707'/.  being  a  net  charge  of  99,530/.  This  is  I4,749A 
more  than  the  net  charge  calculated  on  the  average  of  the  accounts 
prefented  Uft  year,    T^e  excels  of  that  average  beyond  the  preced- 
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ing  one  was  ftated  to  arife  from  expcnces  of  buildings.  ^  In  ad- 
dition to  the  tffcA  of  that  circumftaoce,  which  i$  more  particularly 
felt  in  the  calculation  now  made,  an  increafe  of  allowances  in  the 
civil  department,  and  an  exteniion  of  the  military  force,  may  be 
afligned  as  caufes  of  the  prefent  increafe. 

The  net  expcnce  of  the  Refidency  of  Marlbro'  in  1797-8, 
was  io8,Qoi/.  which  is  more  than  the  average  above  dated,  from 
the  increafe  of  civil  and  military  charges  adverted  tp.  As  this  Re- 
fidency and  the  fettlcment  of  Pinang  are  immediate  dependencies 
upon  Bengal,  and  the  expences  are  defrayed  by  fupplies  from 
thence,  the  adiual  amount  of  thofe  fupplies  has  been  ufu;i]ly  ftatcd 
with  what  has  been  fent  to  St.  Helena.  They  were  eftimatcd  to 
amount  to  85,840/.  and  adlually  amounted,  by  No.  18  and  19, 
to  163,299/.  being  more  than  eftimated  77i459/.  That  the 
a6lual  expence  fhould  be  almoft  double  the  eftimated,  muft  excite 
Ibme  furprife,  and  raife  doubts  of  the  accuracy  of  the  calculation  in 
the  edimate.  It  certainly  does  appear,  that  fufGcient  allowatKe 
was  not  made  for  the*  probable  exigencies  of  Bencoolen,  where  aU 
tnoft.  the  whole  diflFercnce  refts  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fup- 
plies appear  to  have  exceeded  thea6lual  demand  of  the  year,  proba* 
bly  from  the  neccflity  of  making  up  for  the  deficiency  in  the  year 
before,  and  of  aflifling  the  provifion  of  the.inveftment :  apart, 
alfo,  may  pnffibly  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  next  year. 

The  fupplies  eftimated  for  the  year  1798-9  are  calculated  by 
No.  1 1,  to  amount  to  1 17,160/.  Unlefs  it  is  confidered  that  a 
part  of  the  very  ample  fupply  to  Marlbro*  in  laft  year  may  be  in- 
tended in  aid  of  the  prefent,  the  eftimate  feems  under-rated ;  for, 
according  to  the  Marlbro'  accounts  in  No.  10,  the  probable  de- 
mand for  that  Refidency  only  is  not  much  under  the  fum  now 
Aated. 

GENERAL  VIEW. 

The  general  refult  of  the  revenues  and  charges  of  the  feveral 
Prefidencies  in  India,  in  the  year  i797-8>  is  as  follows,  viz* 

Revenues  of  Bengal  by  No.  3, iC5»782,741 

Madras 6, 1»938,95Q 

Bombay 9^  **>'-*•••••*•  *   ^^^} 1 89 

Total  Revenues ^  . . . , « 8jQ5gj88i 

Charges  of  Bengal  by  No.  3, ^4,031,660 

Madras 6, - ..2,515,774 

Bombay, 0, 939,921 

Total  Charges ■      ■  7,487,3$5 

Net  revenue  of  the  three  Prefidencies  ,•••,••...•••  .^^     572,59% 
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DeduA^-^appIies  (rod  Bengal  to  Bencoolen,  &c*  as  before 

ftated,  per  No.  id  and  19^ 165,299 

The  remainder ' 7409,226 

is  theexcefb  of  the  revenues  above  the  Civil,  Military,  &c. 
charges. 

A  further  charge  upon  the  revenues  i^  the  intereft  on  the  debts. 
The  fums  paid  wcr^j 

At  Bengal,  No.  iB,.  - '. ^^408,810 

Madras, . .  .'  19, 147,458 

Bombay, . .  SO, ; ^ . . .  47,658 

The  total  intereft  paid  on  the  debts  is 603,926 

and,  being  more  than  the  revenue  ilated  to  be  remaining,  the 

difference,  amounting  to ^     194^700 

is  the  net  deficiency  of  the  territorial  revenues  ;  which  de- 

duAed  from  the  amount  received  in  India  00  t)ie  falc  of 

import  goodsj  as  by  No.  15^  « 582,883 

•  ■   I        III      « 

The  remainder £^      388, 133 

is  the  fum  afcertained^  to  be  applicable,  in  this  view^  to  the 
purpofes  of  commerce  in  the  purchafe  of  inveftments,  and  the 
payment  of  charges  of  the  conunercial  department. 

When  this  fubjedl  was  laft  before  the  Houfe,  the  profpeA  of  a 
moft  extenfive  provifion  of  invcAment  was  flated.  The  amount 
was  greatly  enhanced  by  the  payment  intended  for  the  fpices  pur- 
chafed  from  the  captors  of  Colombo.  From  the  preflfure  on  the 
finances,  confequent  upon  the  fituation  of  aSairs  in  India,  a  conii- 
derable  reduction  was  to  be  apprehended  ;  the  refult  has,  how- 
ever, been  much  more  favourable  than  could  have  been  expedlcd* 

The  a£kual  advances  for  the  inveAment,  including  the  afliftance 
to  China,  and  for  the  commercial  chaises,  in  the  year  1797-81  are 
as  follow,  viz. 

In  Bengal,  by  No.  18. 
Charges  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at  the  Prefidency 

and  Fadorifs, - jf  91 ,794 

Advances  for  the  inveftment,  with  commiffion, . .  .954,055 
Purchafe  of  fpices  at  Columbo, 264,375 

l,31o,224 

Add,  fupplies  to  Canton, * ....  ^ 19 1/744 

Total,  Bengal .    I,501,96s 

At  Madras,  by  No.  19. 
Charges,  allowances,  &c.  in  commercial  depart- 

ment, i(^i07,398 

Advances  for  inveftment,  with  charges 523,506 


% 


630,904 

Add,  remittance  to  Canton, . . « 1 6,800 

Tbtal,  Madras^ ■    ■■  647j704 

Vol,  XII.  3  T 
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At  Bombay,  by  No.  20.- 
Salaries,  &c.  in  the  commercial  department  ....  £967s^05 
Advances  for  inveftment,  with  charges 16,889 

284,094 

Add,  fupply  to  Canton, 25,720 

'      Total,  Bombay S09,$i4 

At  Bcncoolen,  by  No.  25?, 2O,470 

Total  advances  for  inveftment  and  commercial  charges. . . .  if  2^479^965 

The  amount  aow  pointed  out,  as  the  fum  applied  to  ooouncr- 
cial  purpofes' in  the  year  1797-8,  although  lefsby  200,000/.  than 
expeded,  is  ftlU  very  confiderabie  when  compared  with  any  former 
year.  The  fupply  for  the  China  inveftment  exceeded  230,000/. 
A  qucftton  naturally  arifes,  by  what  means  (o  extenfive  a  comnoenre 
Was  maintained  and  carried  on,  when  the  furplus  of  the  revenues, 
formerly  productive  to  an  immenfe  amount,  was  reduced  fo  low  as 
in  the  prefent  year,  a(nd  when,  in  confequence,  the  dcniand  of  funds 
upon  this  account  wa«  carried  fo  high  as  2,200,000/.  ?  The  dimi- 
nution of  the  cafh  and  bills  in  the  treafuries,  compared  with  the  laft 
year,  and  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Court  of  Diredors,  oontributed 
largely  ;  but  the  great  fupply  has  been  from  loansi  which  will  ap- 
pear in  the  addition  made  to  the  debts. 

The  cargoes  a<lually  Hiipp^d  for  Europe  in  1797-8,  wich 
chaiges  not  added  to  the  invoices,  by  No«  22,  ameunied  10 
2,583,690/.  Excluding  the  fupply  to  China,  this  fum  exceeds 
the  advances,  ^38,000/.  but  as  the  fpices  purchafed  ac  Colombo, 
.  paid  for  in  this  year,  were  (hipped  for  Europe  in  the  laft,  the  excefs 
will  be  602,000/.  This  diSference  was  fupplicd  from  the  ftock  of 
goods  in  warehoufe  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  imoici^  quan* 
tity  of  which  was  adverted  to  in  the  laft  invcftigation. 

The  general  rcfult  of  the  eftimates  of  the  year  1798-9  is  nest  to 
be  ftated. 

Revenues  of  Bengal,  by  No.  i, /C,95^,6oo 

Madras, 4, L',004,9gS 

Bombay, 7, 346',  1 10 

Total  revenues 8,6lO,70S 

Charges  of  Bengal,  No.  2, iC3,95C,847 

Madras,. .  .  4, 8,«67,5l9 

Bombay, ...  8, <WC^»<>99 

Total  charges, ■■■  7*807,0(53 

Net  eftimated  revenue  of  tHe  three  Prefidencies 803,6,*58 

DeduA^  fupplies  from  Bengal  to  Bencooien,  &c.  by  No.  11,       11 7, 1  tic 

The-remainder  u . , « (>86,47B 
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Th^  intereft  payable  on  the  debts,  by  No.  16,  is ^758,135 


^ki 


The  difference < 71^657 

is  the  eftimated  deficiency  of  the  revenues  ;  and^  being  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  to  be  received  on  fale  of  imports, 
by  No.  13, ; 630,675 

< 

The  remainder^ 569,018 

18  the  amount  eftimated  to  be  forthcoming  for  the  purchafe  of 
inveftmenra,  payment  of  commercial  charges,  &c. 

In  this  year,  the  provifion  of  inveftmcnt  is  calculated  upon  a 
more  confined  fcalc  than  the  laft,  in  confcquence  of  the  demand  of 
funds  for  the  purpofes  already  mentioned.  The  advances  and 
charges,  including  the  fupply  to  China,  are  ftated  at  1,800,000/.  ; 
but  whether  the  trade  will  have  been  carried  to  the  full  extent  of 
this  fum,  or  n6t,  cannot  be  well  determined,  till  the  accounts  of  the 
year  arc  received. 

DEBTS  IN  INDIA. 

The  ftate  of  the  debts  contraded  by  the  fcveral  Governments  in 
India  come  next  under  conlideration.  From  the  obfervations 
already  made  on  the  receipt  and  expenditure,  and  on  the  advances 
for  the  inveftments,  a  very  confiderable  increafe  of  debt  is  to  be 
expe£ted.  On  a  comportfon  with  laft  year,  the  increafe  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

In  April  17979  the  debts  amounted  to /9929-^>539 

In  Apiil  1798,  by  No.  16,  their  amoant  was 1 1,032,645 

Being  an  increafe  of 1,728,106 

The  fubfcrtption  to  the  remittance  plan,  undet  the  orders  of 
June  1793,  was,  by  No.  17,  3459579/-  which  is  lefs,  by  more 
than  150,000/.  than  the  fum  prefcribed  by  the  a<St  of  Parliament 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  Indian  debt.  The  operation  of  this  plan 
moft  have  been  interrupted  by  the  increafed  demand  of  funds, 
and,  in  confequence,  by  the  more  advantageous  modes  of  remittance, 
and  of  employment  of  money  on  loan. 

The  debts  bearing  intereft,  by  the  accounts  of  laft  year,  amounted 
to  7,479,162/.  By  No.  16  of  the  prefent  accounts,  they  were 
8,933,64^/.  mak  ng an  jncreafe  of  i ,454,486/.  The  amount  of 
intereft  payable  annually  was,  by  laft  year's  accoums,  576,775/.  ; 
the  annual  intereft  by  the  prefent  account.  No.' 16,  is  7589135/.  ^ 
i  ncreafc  of  intereft,  181,360/*  The  rate  of  exchange  is  calculsUed 
as  on  former  occafions. 
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ASSETS  IN  INDIA. 

Thfi  value  of  the  afTcts  in  India,  confilHng  of  cafh,  goods, 
ftores,  and  cebts  owing  to  the  Company,  calculated  at  the  £ifiie  ex* 
change  z-^  the  debts,  amounted,  on  the  30th  April  1797,  to 
lo»53i»^45^-  On  the  30th  April  1798,1)7  No.  ai,  it  iras 
9,922,903/.     The  dccreafe  of  the  value  pf  aflets  is  608,242/. 

In  two  Prticlfs  only  have  the  aflfets  increafed  ;  the  ftures,  and 
the  deb^s  o^vng  to  the  Company  :  the  former^  in  confcqucnce  of 
the  nar  ;  and  ihe  latter,  from  the  balances  of  revenue  principally. 
The  accreale  is  in  (he  fmaller  quantity  of  import  goods,  and  fair, 
opi'!  n,  tec,  ;  the  remains  of  which  muil  generally  depend  upon 
the  extent  of  the  falcs  in  the  year ;  but  the  great  diminution  is  in 
the  c\p(>:>  good-,  and  the-cafli  and  bills,  as  already  noticed. 

Ar!clin^  to  the  above  decreafe  ef  affcts  the  incrcafe  of  debts, 
1,738,106/.  the  general  Aatc  of  the  affairs  in  India  is,  on  the 
coipparifon  with  the  laft  year,  worfe  by  2,346,348/. 

HOME  ACCOUNTS. 

The  inveftigation  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  home,  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  is  now  requeued,  will,  I  doqbt  not^ 
afford  the  higheft  degree  of  fatisfad^ion,  from  exhibiting  a  fignal 
difplav  of  the  incrciflng  wealth  ^nd  improving  commerce  of  the 
Company.  It  will  be  found  alio,  todiflipate  any  alarm  which  may 
have  been  occaHoned  from  the  (hort  amount  of  the  falcs  of  the  lafi 
year.  In  that  year,  from  difappointment  in  the  arrival  of  cai^gqes, 
which  during  war  is  at  times  unavoidable,  die  fales  certainly  fuf- 
taincd  a  very  coniiderable  check  :  the  very  grounds  on  which  tbf 
edi mates  were  torined  were  completely  changed  ;  and  the  defilca* 
tion  in  the  produce,  whether  on  the  comparifon  of  the  year  immedi- 
ately preceding,  or  the  average  of  three  years,  was  to  a  great  amount. 
The  caufe  of  this  difference  being  fully  afcertained  to  be  rnerely 
Cafua),  the  eAimate  for  the  year  1798-9,  now  under  confideration, 
was  framed  on  calculations,  fuppofingthe  arrival  of  the  (hips  detained 
in  India,  likewife  thofc  expedled  it)  the  ufual  courfe  of  the  feafoa. 
Happily,  a  fecond  difappointment  has  not  occurred  ;  and  the  ex- 
pectations have  been  more  than  juftified  by  a  rcfult  whidi  has  been 
favourable  in  the  extreme.         ' 

The  aggr^te  amount  of  the  fales  of  goods  from  India  and 
China,  including  the  Company *s,  the  private  trade,  and  the  goods 
fold  under  the  Neutral  Property  adt,  by  No.  25,  was  10,3 1 5,256/. 
which  exceeded  the  preceding  year,  1797-8,  in  no  lefs  a  fuin  than 
49261,855/.  The  excefs  on  the  Compny's  goods  alone  was 
3,618^244/. ;  on  priy^ite  trade  goods^  425^058/.  i  and  it  was  re.« 
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marked  on  the  fale  of  private  trade  goods  in  that  year,  that  it  was 
greater  than  any  former  fale.     On  neutral  goods  the  excefs  was 

218,553/. 

The  fales  of  the  Company's  goods  were  eftimated  to  amount  to 
6,691,327/.  and  adually  amounted  to  8,337,066/. ;  being  more 
than  the  eftimate,  1,645,739/. 

The  deficiency  of  the  laft  year  arofe  from  the  accidental  detention 
of  the  goods,  as'already  adverted  to.  ,  As  every  probability  exifled 
that  thofe  goods  would  arrive  in  the^enfuing  year,  the  eftimate  was 
not  only  framed  with  due  attention  to  that  circumftance,  but  reck« 
oning  alfo  on  the  receipt  of  goods  beyond  the  proportion  of  former 
years,  in  confequence  of  the  meafures  known  to  have  been  adopted 
in  India  for  the  extention  of  the  inveftments*  The  great  excefs, 
however,  fumifhes  the  prefumpcion,  that  the  advantages  accruing 
from  thofe  meafures  were  under*  ratcd^  or  that  a  commendable  cau« 
tton  was  ufed,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  interruption  which  the 
markets  were  expofed  to  from  the  continuance,  of  the  war.  A 
much  larger  quantity  of  goods  certainly  did  arrive,  and  was  put  up 
to  fale,  but  not  to  an  amount  fully  accounting  for  the  immenfe  dif- 
ference. This,  it  is  fatisfadory  to  obferve,  is  likewife  to  be  attri-^ 
buted  to  the  advanced  prices,  confequent  upon  an  enlarged  adual 
demand,  and  in  a  very  great  degree  for  foreign  confumption.  The 
fales  of  tea,  indeed,  amounted  to  a  fum  beyond  the  experience  of 
any  former  year,  or  any  calculation  which  could  with  propriety  be 
made,  at  the  time  of  forming  the  eftimate.  The  only  article  in 
which  the  eftimate  was  not  under»rated,  are  the  Bengal  piece  goods 
and  the  raw  (ilk  ;  the  latter  in  a  fmall  fum  :  but,  in  both  inftances, 
they  exceeded  the  laft  year  in  a  very  confiderable  amount.  The 
Coaft  and  Surat  goods  were  immenfely  produdive  ;  and  every 
other  article  of  merchandize  fold  to  an  amount,  and  at  prices  be- 
yond expe6latibn  Battering. 

The  Oilutary  confequences  of  this  highly  advantageous  event  will 
ultimately  be  found  to  have  extended  to  every  branch  of  the  Com- 
pany's concerns,  both  abroad  and  at  home,  as  will  be  more  particu- 
larly noticed  hereafter ;  the  prefent  intention  being  to  point  out  its 
immediate -cfFedls  upon  the  calh^tranfadions  at  home.  The  ac- 
count, No.  23,  (hews  the  receipt  and  expenditure  in  the  year 
1798-9  ;  and  it  will  appear,  on  referetice  to  the  eftimate  for  that 
year,  that  variations  have  occurred,  to  a  confiderable  amount ;  but  it 
will,  I  truft,  be  admitted,  that  difappointments  limilar  to  thofe  of 
the  preceding  year,  and  events  fo  unexpeded  and  unprecedented  as 
thofe  of  the  prefent  year,  muft  almoft  defy  accuracy  in  calculation 
on  eftimate.     This  obfervation  is  conceived  neceflary,  um  remove 
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any  doubts  vf hjch  mighc  be  entertained  of  an  attemioiT  to  doe  care 
in  bating  the  profpedts  of  the  Company,  in  confequence  of  differ- 
ences to  fo  large  an  amount  having  appeared  in  two  foccccding 
years  between  the  eftimates  and  the  adiual  accounts. 

A  curfory  view  of  the  account  now  referred  to  will  lead  to  the 
mod  fatisfadilory  inferences  :  and  ftiil  more  fo,  on  the  companibn 
with  the  cftimate  for  the  period  in  <}ueftion,  or  wich  the  adlual  ac- 
count of  the  lafl  year.  In  that  year,  the  unfavourable  refulc  at  firft 
'  apprehended  was  prevented,  partly  by  the  help  of  refources  on  the 
credit  of  the  Company,  and  partly  from  demands  upon  the  Com- 
pany being  either  protraded,  or  intended  expences  being  d^rred. 
In  the  prcfent  year,  the  refQlt  was  llkevvife  e3cpc£led  to  be  unfavour- 
able to  a  very  large  amount  ;  but  will  be  found  to  have  terminatol 
quite  otherwife,  without  incurring  any  debt  on  loan>  or  by  die  tflbe 
^    of  bondd,  to  an  amount  worthy  of  notice. 

From  what  has  been  obferved,  the  Committee  are  prepared  for 
the  information,  that  the  change  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  re- 
ceipt on  the  fale  of  goods.  This  receipt,  eftimated  to  amount  to 
5,905,927/.  adually  amounted  to  7,764,404/.  being  more  than 
eftimated  1,858,477/. 

The  fum  left  due  on  the  fales  of  the  former  year  was  only 
3 1 4,6ooA  The  amount  due  from  the  purehafers  at  the  laft.  (aks 
was  942,528/. 

The  recei{jits  for  charges  and  ptpfit  on  private  trade  goods,  e(K- 
mated  to  amount  to  120,000/.  adhially  amounted  to  137,394/; 
exceeding  the  eilimate  in  the  fom  of  17,394/.  principally  from  the 
larger  extent  of  the  fales. 

The  receipts  in  the  adual  accounts,  on  account  of  cufloms  and 
freight  on*  private  trade,  are  never  ftated  in  the  eftimates,  being  un- 
certain in  their  amount,  and  not  forming  any  refoiirce  of  the  Com* 
.     pany.     Thefe  fums  are  included  in  the  dtiburfements  on  the  otha 
*  fide,  and  are  ufually  adjufted  in  the  examination  of  thofe  items. 

The  amount  received  for  the  fale  of  the  loyalty  loaii  beyond  the 
fum  eftimated,  is  hardly  to  be  noticed^  as  it  merely  tended  to  reduce 
the  aflets  under  that  head,  though  not  in  a  degree  with  the  fom  re- 
ceived, on  accouht  of  che  advantagepus  difpofal  of  it :  So  that,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  receipts  on  account  of  private  goods,  of  which  00  efti- 
inate  is  ever  made  farther  than  the  fum  aiSually  due  on  paft  £i)es, 
the  whole  of  the  receipts  in  the  year  were  more  than  eftinated, 
2,017,142/. 

Onthe  payment  (ide  it  wiU  be  found,  that,  excluding  the  private 
trade,  as  in  the  receipts,  the  expenditure  in  general  has  exceeded  the 
cftimate  M>  the  amount  of  7  Sf04z/.     This  difiercnce  is  oomj^ura^ 
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tlvcly  fmall,  but  may  not  be  taken  as  a  certain  criterion  of  the  ac- 
curacy of  theeftimate.  In. an  expenditure  fo  immenfe,  comprifing 
many  branches,  each  expofed  to  a  variety  of  contingencies,  an  exa£t 
correfpendence  of  the  adual  difburfennent  with  the  cAimated  was 
not  to  be  looked  for,,  efpecially  at  the  period  in  queftion  :  of  this  the 
Committee  mud  be  aware,  from  the  obTervations  already  made. 
Subftantial  reafons  may,  however,  be  adduced  for  every  diiFercnce. 

In  many  items,  the  fums  difburfed  have  been  lefs  than  the  efti^ 
mate :  and  in  thofe  inftances  where  the  eftimate  has  been  exceeded,, 
"which  will  appear  to  have  been  the  cafe  to  a  large  amount,  it  is  fa^ 
tisfafiory  to  remark,  that  moft  eflential  benefits  have  bceo  already 
derived  from  the  advances  made.  Of  thefe  advances  beyond  the 
amount  eftimated,  upwards  of  a  million  was  in  fupply  of  the  funds 
abroad,  the  neceflity  for  which  was  not  only  imperious, '  but  juil, 
inafmuch  as  the  amelioration  of  the  home  concern  had  been  pro^ 
duced  at  the  cxpence,  and  apparently  to  the  detriment  of  that  in 
India.  Of  this  fum,  upwards  of  260,000/.  was  expended  in  ex- 
ports of  the  manuiaAures  of  this  country  ;  the  remainder  was  in 
bullion. 

The  expelled  expenditure  has  been  exceeded  in  the  fum  of 
500,325/.  by  the  payment  of  bonds  by  the  purchafers  at  the  faletf. 
This,  indeed,  has  occurred  in  an  amotint,  mqre  or  lefs,  for  fome 
years  pad  ;  although  it  has  never  been  (^ated  in  the  eftimates.  The 
omiflion  is  very  corred),  becaufc  the  circumftance  depends  entirdy» 
whether  the  bonds  are  at  a  premium  or  at  a  difcount :  if  the  foip- 
mer,  it  can  never  happen  ;  but  if  the  latter  in  but  a  fmall  amount, 
it  will  always  fuit  the  intereft  of  the  buyers  to  pay  for  their  pur- 
chafes  by  this  method,  as  they  are  rcceiveable  at  par.  As  the 
liTue  of  new  bonds  in  this  year  has  been  very  trivial,  die  bond 
debt  will  be  found  reduced  in  nearly  the  whole  fum  paid  in. 

The  (xcefs  by  the  pay  of  officers  on  furlough  and  on  retirement, . 
has  arifcn  from  a  greater  number  embracing  the  benefit  of  the  mi- 
litary regulations  than  was  expedled  when  the  eflimate  was  made— ^ 
Another  cxcefs  is  in  the  payment  to  the  Bank,  in  difchaige  of 
loans.  This  is  merely  in  appearance,  being  only  under  one  branch 
of  the  obligations  to  the  Bank.  On  reference  to  the  other,  it  will 
be  difoovcrcd,  that  the  fum  of  700,000/.  was  deferred.  The  real 
ftatc  of  this  concern  is, — the  whole  amount  of  the  debt,^  at  thfc 
commencement  of  the  year,  was  1,150,000/.  Of  this  700,000/. 
was  a  loan  on  the  mortgage  of  the  annuities,  100,000/.  on  bonds, 
and  350,000/.  on  the  loyalty  loan.  It  was  originally  in  contem- 
plation todifcharge  the  two  firft,  but  finally  determined  to  pay  only 
the  latter  ;  lb  that,  inftead  of  a  real  excefs,  it  will  appear  that  the 
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afiual  payments  to  the  Bank  were  450,000/.  lefs  than  eftimatcd, 
and  that  the  debt  ftill  remaining  due  is  reduced  to  800,000/. 

The  heads  under  which  the  adual  payments  have  fallen  (hort  of 
the  cHimated,  to  an  amount  requiring  nodce,  are  as  follow  : 

The  cufloms  on  the  Company^s goods,  in  the  fum  of  203,159/. 
Confidering  the  enlarged  importation,  an  excefs  was  rather  toTiave 
been  expected  ;  but  the  fum  due  amounts  to  415,921/.  more  than 
laft  year. 

The  freight  paid  on  the  Company's  goods  viras  alfo  below  the 
cilimatc  673,433/.  which,  from  the  numerous  arrivals,  was  nam- 
rally  to  be  expecled  to  exceed  likewife  :  the  debt  under  this  head  h 
434,000/.  more  than  laA  year.  A  lefs  fum,  by  78,920/.  ha; 
been  paid  on  bills  from  India  and  China,  from  the  bills  not  com- 
ing in  cdurfe  of  payment  in  the  year ;  but  a  much  larger  amount  'n 
owing  on  ihofe  from  China  than  laft  year.  A  difference  has  oc- 
curred in  charges  of  merchandize,  amounting  1 08,644/.  partly  from 
a  lefs  cxpence'  for  buildings ;  but  this  head  ufually  includes  a 
variety  of  contingencies,  of  which  no  calculation  can  properly  be 
made. 

The  result  of  the  comparifon  of  the  eftimate  and  afiual  account 
of  the  whole  receipt  and  expenditure  is,— the  balance  of  ca(h 
cxpeded  to  be  againft  the  Company  on  the  ift  March  17999 
^*3^Si937^'  proved  to  be  in  favour,  to  the  amount  of  805,938/.; 
making  a  balance  of  better  than  elUmated,  2,1^4,875/.  in  confc- 
quence  of  the  immenfe  receipts  on  the  fale  of  gcx>ds,  the  increafcd 
and  advantageous  difpofal  of  the  loyalty  loan,  the  deferred  payment 
to  the  Bank,  and  the  fmaller.  difburfements  for  cuAoms,  freight, 
&c.  notwithftanding  the  extenfive  fuppl'y  to  the  funds  abroad,  and 
the  difcharge  of  500,000/.  bonded  debt. 

Estimate,  1799-1800. 

The  profpcft  entertained  for  the  year  1799-1800  will  likeirifc 
appear  in  the  account,  No.  23,  already  referred  to,  which  was 
drawn  up  at  the  concluflon  of  the  laA  official  year.  If  the  caufcs 
of  the  great  variation  from  the  eftimates  of  the  two  paft  years  were 
not  fully  underftood,  fome  diffidence  in  the  ground  of  the  cffimatc 
for  the  prefent  year  might  arifc  ;  and  although  the  obfcrvation  re- 
peatedly made,  as  to  the  difficulty  of  dating  the  expedlations,  with 
any  probability  of  their  complete  realization  in  time  of  war,  might 
fairly  apply  in  the  prefent  inftancc  ;  I  have  reafon  to  hope  that, 
notwithftanding  the  obftacles  to  be  apprehended,  the  calculations, 
upon  the  prefent  occalion,  will  be  verified  in  the  rcfult:  at  any  rate, 
U  may  with  propriety  be  remarked,  that  they  appear  to  have  been 
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warranted  1^  the  general  circumflances  at  the  tlti^c ,  thej  were 
made. 

The  great  and  leading  point  (irft  to  be  noticed  in  the  efiimate  is 
the  receipt  for  the  fale  of  goods.  The  amount  dated  on  this  ac- 
count is  7,840,528/.  which  is  only  76,124/.  more  than  the  re- 
ceipt in  the  laft  year.  The  edimate  appears  to  be  made  with  great 
caution  :  the  fale  is  taken  at  470,000/.  Itffs  than  the  laft  year, 
though  the  value  of  goods  in  warehoufe  Was  more  by  3,400,000/. 
The  principle  on  which  it  is  formed  is  as  follows:  The  fales  were 
cftiipated  to  amount  to  7,863,000/.;  of  which  may  be  received, 
after  theclofe  of  the  year,  865,000/. ;  leaving  the  receipt  on  thefe 
fales  at  6,998,000/. ;  but,  reckoning  on  the  payment  of  what  was 
due  on  the  fales  of  the  laft  year,  to  the  amount  of  842,528/. 
making,  as  above^  7,840,528/.  From  the  fales  actually  made  (as 
far  as  it  can  be  afcertaincd)  there  exifts  every  probability  that  the 
expe£lations  in  this  r^ard  will  not  be  difeppointed. 

On  the  payment  fide,  the  cuftoms  and  freight  are  calculated,  a^ 
ufuali  on  the  quantity  of  goods  expelled  :  A  variation  in  the:  firft» 
may  arife  from  the  ad  pafted  in  the  laft  feftion,  by  which,  in  fome 
cafes,  the  purchafers  will  pay  the  cuftoms.  The  fupply  to  India 
in  bills  and  bullion,  and  the  manufaflures  of  this  country,  is  %te4 
to  a  large  amount ;  and  it  is  exp^ed  that  the  fum  Qf  8qo,opo/. 
will  be  paid  to  the  Bank.  The  refult  of  the  whole  is,  the  balance 
againft  the  Company,  on  ift  March  1800,  is  eftimated  to  be 
565,988/.  From  the  experience  of  the  two  paft  years,  a  more  fa- 
vourable out-turn,  as  to  the  calh  balance,  may  be  expe£ted  ;  and 
indeed  it  b  more  than  probable  that  arrangements  have  t>eien  made^ 
accommodated  to  the  circumftances  of  the  Company. 

DEBTS  AT  HOME. 

The  debts  and  aflets  at  home  come  next  under  review.  In 
March  1798,  the  debts  amounted  to  79284,694/.; — in  March 
1799,  by  No.  23,  their  amount  was  7,103,762/.  ;  beii^a  de- 
creafe,  in  the  laft  year,  of  1 80,932/.  ' 

This,  it  is  ta  be  obferved,  is  the  net  decreafe.  On  fome  items 
an  increafe  has  appeared  ;  but  thefe  have,  for  the  mpft  part,  been 
already  noticed.  The  large  diminution  of  the  bond  debt,  and  of 
the  debt  to  the  Bank,  likewife  before-mentioned,  with  the  fmaller 
fums  due  on  bills  from  India,  and  other  articles  not  ncceflary  to  be 
particularized,  produced  the  difterence  here  ftatcd. 

ASSETS  AT  HOME. 
A  conHderable  amelioration  of  the  property  at  home  was  (hewn 
in  the  laft  year.     In  the  prefcnt,  it  has  occurred  in  a  much  greater 
Vol.  XIL  3  U 
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amount.  The  value  of  the  affets  was,  on  the  ift  March  fj^t, 
^3>2i  1,370/. ;— on  the  ift  Majxrh  1799,  by  No.  23,  k  was 
17,1 19,628/. ;  making  an  increafe  amounting  to  39908,258/. 

The  increafed  amount  of  goods  in  warehoufe,  and  of  the  foms 
due  on  (ales,  has  been  adverted  to.  Additions  are  found  10  the 
outward-bound  cargoes,  in  bullion,  and  in  articles  for  export.  The 
only  item  (hewing  a  decreafe,  requiring  notice,  is  the  cargoes  from 
China,  which  had  not  arrived  at  the  time  of  making  up  the  account 
of  the  laft  year. 

If  the  decreafe  of  the  debts,  amounting  to  180,932/.  is  added 
to  the  above  increafe  of  aflets,  the  improvement  of  the  home  cod- 
cern  in  this  year  will  appear  to  be  4,089,190/. 

CHINA  AND  St.  HELENA. 

In  the  laft  year,  a  reverie  at  China  appeared  to  a  large  amount. 
The  balance  againft  the  Company,  by  the  accounts  now  under  exa- 
mination, appears  to  have  increafed.  In  the  former  year  it 
amounted  to  7 1 8,945/.  ;  by  No.  24  of  the  prefent  accounts  it  wai 
1^073,607/. ;  which  is  more  unfavourable  by  354,662/. 

No  books  of  a  later  date  having  been  received  from  St.  Heleni 
than  thofe  from  which  the  balance  ftated  laft  year  was  taken^  a  Cdm^ 
parifon  in  that  inftance  cannot  be  made. 

GENERAL  COMPARATiyE  VIEW  of  the  Dehu  and  JJit^s 

in  the  laji  and  prefent  yearns  Account, 

The  final  objeA  intended  to  be  accomplilhed  by  the  prefent  in- 
veftigation  is,  a  difcovery  of  the  efFe<5t  produced  on  die  Company's 
concerns  at  large,  by  the  tranfaAions,  both  abroad  and  at  home, 
during  the  year  under  confideration.  To  that  end  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflTary  to  draw  into  one  view  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  debts  and 
aflets  which  have  been  already  dated. 

An  increafe  has  appeared  in  the  debts  in  India,  amountii^  to 
1,738,106/. ; — the  decreafe  in  the  debts  at  home  is  180,932/. ; 
and,  deduced  from  the  increafe  in  India,  (hews  the  net  increafe  of 
debts  to  be  1,557,174/.  The  decreafe  of  aflcts  in  India  is 
608,242/.  {--^the  increafe  of  affets  at  home  is  3,908,258/. ;  by 
dedui^ng  the  decreafe  in  India,  the  increafe  of  the  affets  will  be 
3,304,016/.;  and  deducing  farther  the  decreafe  at  Chinay 
amounting  to  354,662/.  the  net  increafe  of  affets  will  then  appear 
to  be  2,9459354/.  The  difference  between  this  fum  and  the  in* 
creafe  of  debt ,  as  above,  is  1,388,180/.  and  is  the  amount  in 
which  the  general  ffate  of  the;  Company's  afiairs  has  improved  in 
the  period  of  account  now  before  the  Conunittee. 
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The  account.  No.  24,  intituled^  Stock  by  Computltion,.  is  drawn 
|]p  with  the  view,  likewife,  of  exhibiting  the  general  ftate  of  the 
Company's  affairs  both  abroad  and  at  home*     The  comparifon  of 
the  balances  of  this  account,  from  year  to  year,  (hould  correfpond 
"With  the  comparifon  now  made ;  the  reafon  why  it  does  not,  has 
been  formerly  explained.     By  this  account  it  appcars/that  the  ba- 
lance of  property  in  tndia  was  t^ken  from  (lock  accounts  of  various 
dates,  foroe  fo  far  back  as  OiElober  1797.     Every  adjuftment  was 
made,  as  prefcribed  by  the  advices  received  at  the  time  of  making 
up  the  accounts ;  and  the  dates  of  the  invoices  of  cargoes  to  or 
from  India  were  examined,  that  no  part  of  their  value  Ihould  bs 
included,  both  abroad  and  at  home. 

As  the  amount  of  the  property  in  India,  No.  21  of  the  ftate- 
ments  now  under  reference,  was  made  up  to  the  30th  April  1798, 
a  farther  examination  has  taken  place  ;  and  it  appiears  that  cargoes 
to  the  amount  of  279,653/.  forming  a  part  of  the  aflets  at  home, 
arrived  in  India,  previous  to  the  clofing  of  the  quick  ftocks,  on 
30th  April  K 798.  This  fum  mud,  in  courfe,  be dedudled  ,  when 
the  net  improvement  will  be  reduced  to- 1 , 1 08,527/. 

The  refults  arifing  from  the  inveffigation  of  the  accounts,  na- 
turally fuggeQ  the  propriety  of  further  remarks. 

From  the  origin  of  the  eftablifhment  of  the  prefent  fyAem  of 
controul  over  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  but  particu- 
larly fince  the  arrangement  in  the  year  1793  (the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  charter},  my  earned  endeavours  have  been,  exerted, 
that  the  end  defigned  (hould  be  fully  accomplifhed.  Every  varia* 
tion  frrirti  the  edimate  then  formed,  which  was  confidered  the  ba(is 
of  the  financial  calculatious^  has  been  diftindtly  attended  to ;  the 
fubfequent  eftimates,  framed  agreeably  to  the  circumflances  of  the 
times>  have  been  mlnutdy  examined,  and  their  out-turn,  either  as 
it  refpedted  revenue  or  charge,  clofely  inveftigated,  and  ftated  to  the 
Committee.  Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  it  has  been  deemed  requi- 
iite.  to  go  into  more  extenfive  explanations  in  the  detail  of  the  exa- 
mination, becaufe  it  is  the  firft  in  which  a  deficit  has  appeared  in 
the  refources  of  India  to  anfwer  the  demands,  and  becaufe  the  refdh 
in  the  home  concern,  has  been  fo  much  more  favourable  th^n  'any 
expectation  which  could  have  been  entertained.  Thefe  exptanatioris 
might,  perhaps,  be  fufficieht  to  account  for  the  differences  between 
the  elitmates  and  the  afiual  accounts  of  the  year  in  queftioh  ;  bdt 
it  appears  needful  that  the  attention  of  the  Committee  Ihould  be 
dire^ed  to  a  more  general  view,  of  the  fubjedl,  left  any  alarm  (hould 
arlfe  in  confcqucnce  of  the  deficiency  abroad,  and  left  the  confidence 
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in  the  ftability  of  the  refources  there  (which  may  be  juftly  enter- 
tained) (hould  be  (haken. 

The  e(^imate  of  the  year  1793,  now  adverted  to,  was  iramed  on 
the  mod  accurate  calculatians  prefcribed  by  the  experience  of  paft 
years.  That  the  profpe<5ls  might  not  be  over-rated,  the  refources, 
though  evidently  in  a  (^ate  of  improvement,  were  taken  on  a  onode- 
ratc  fcale : — This  is  proved  by  the  iffuc.  Their  produce  has 
more  than  juftiBed  the  expedlations  ;  and  although  flud^uations 
on  fo  immenfe  a  revenue  muft  naturally  be  expcfted,  the  efiimate 
has  been  exceeded  in  no  lefs  a  fum  than  a  million  flerling  on  the 
average  :  and  it  is  facisfaSory  to  obferve,  that  notwithftanding  fomc 
difappointments  have  occifionally  happened  in  the  realization  of 
the  Company's  own  immediate  refources,  nothing  has  occurred  to 
raifc  any  d<:)ubt  of  their  general  ftability  and  permanence.  The 
fubfidics  from  the  Princes  in  alliance  with  the  Company,  for  the 
military  afliftance  rendered  them,  have  received  a  confiderable  ad- 
dition ;  and  it  is  expelled  that  the  receipts  on  that  account  will,  in 
the  year  1798-9,  exceed  the  fum  firft  ftatcd  in  no  lefs  an  amoant 
than  560,000/. 

Frpm  what  has  been  now  obferved,  it  muft  be  concluded,  diat 
the  immenfe  difference  has  entirely  arifen  from  the  increafe  of  the 
chajg^-  1%  nev^rthelefs  appears, ^hat  the  eftimate,  in  this  refped 
was  framed  with  an  equal  degree  of  caution.  The  increafe  has 
bpen  occafioned  by  circumftances  which  coul^  not  poflibly  be  fbrc- 
£bea:.  it  has  been  progreftive  ;  and  the  various  additions  have  been 
annually  explained  to  the  Compnittee  as  they  arofe.  On  the  re- 
view it  will  be  found,  that  a  part  may  be  looked  upon  to  be  per- 
manent ;  as  that  occafioned  by  the  regulations  for  the  adminiftra- 
lion  of  juflice,  that  incurred  by  the  military  regulations  in  1796, 
with  the  increafed  pay  to  the  Europeans,  in  conformity  with  the 
/;iTne  mcafure  in  England  ;.  alfo  the  addition  to  the  army,  in  confc- 
quence  of  the  fubftdiary.  treaties :  but  a  very  material  part  of  the 
inp-eafed  expence  may  be  ftated  to  be  temporary  and  contingent, 
fpd.  to  have  arifen  from  the  neceflity  of  various  expeditions,  and 
^f  warlike  preparations,  of  which  it  will  not  be  pra^icable  to  afcer- 
ialn. .the  whole  charge  incurred  till  accounts  of  a  later  date  ihall  be 
received.  It  is  then  intended  more  fully  to  illuftrate  the  policy  of 
the  meafures  adopted  from  time  to  time ;  likewife  the  important  and 
bqnefidal  confequences  which  may  be  ultimately  expelled  from  the 
jpqceisful  iffue  of  the  late  military  operations. 
. .  A  pact  of  the  additional  difburfeinent  may  be  attributed  to  the  com- 
tnerce ;  the  debts  having  been  increafed  from  the  meafure  of  carry- 
ing tbfi  invcftmcnts  to  the  utmoft  extent  poffiblci  from  which  xhf 
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annual  intereft  was  much  greater.     The  remariis  now  oflered  arife 
from  the  general  view  of  the  whole  concern,  and  lead  to  the  moft 
facisfaftory  inferences.  The  expences  have  certainly  been  imn)enfe  ; 
but,   under  every  circumfiance  of  the  war,  the  revenues  have  in- 
creafedy  and  the  trade  has  been  advanced,  to  an  amount  before  un- 
known.    Great  advantages  have  been  already  derived  ;  more  may 
be  expcded.     The  major  part  of  the  cxpence  incurred  can  only 
be  efteemed  a  temporary  facrifice  to  obtain  a  fubflantlal  and  per- 
manent benefit.     My  opinions  to  this  effetft  have  formerly  beed 
given  ;  and  I  am  much  gratified,  that  in  whatever  way  the  fubjed 
is  confidercd,  they  appear  to  be  fully  warranted  in  the  refult. 

The  view  of  the  political  iituation  of  the  Company,  prefents  A 
fource  of  the  higheft  fatisfadion,  and  cannot  fall  of  producing  the 
warmeft  approbation  of  every  meafure   which  has  been  adopted. 
The  ncceffity  of  the  moft  vigorous  and  decifive  meafuits  is  com-*- 
pletcly  felf-evidcnt ;  and  if  the  prefcrvation  of  the  Britifh  poffcfllonst 
entire  and  undiminiihed,  had   been  alone  accomplished,  a  truly 
valuable  end  would  have  been  anfwercd  :  but  when  the  moft  ian- 
guine  exped^ations  have  been  exceeded,  and  the  power  and  infhienob 
of  this  codntry  in  the  Eaft  have  been  carried  to  an  extent,  and  efhl- 
bUihed  on  a  footing,  flattering  to  its  pride,  and  conducive  to  ilk 
general  inteiefts,  every  regret  at  the  immenfe  expences  incurred 
will  vani(h,  and  the  attention  will  only  be  direded  to  the  ample  re- 
muneration which  will  hereafter  be  found. 

The  purfuit  and  attainment  of  thefe  great  objedfcs  naturally  af- 
fcdled  the  whole  financial  fyftcm  abroad,  in  a  degree  apparently  in- 
jurious to  the  commercial   interefts.     A  very  confidcrable  part  of 
the  fum  ufually  appropriated  to  the  purpofes  of  commerce  became 
abforbed  ;  fo  that  the  continuance  of  the  inveHments  at  their  accuf- 
tomed  amount,  and  much  more  the  extenfion,  might  certainly  be  con- 
lidered  a  queftion  rather  problematical,  from  the  difficulty  of  providing 
funds  inereafing  with  the  additional  amount  required  ;  and  fpecially 
as  thofc  funds  could  only  be  raNed  on  loans,  at  cxpenfive  rates  of 
intereft,  or  on  bills  at  an  unfavourable  exchange.     The  efFcft  of 
the  former  has  been  fhewn  in  the  increafed  debt  abroad,  and  the 
inconvenience  is  felt  in  the  great  demand  for  intereft  :  but  at  the 
periods  in  quellion,  no  inconvenience  of  this  defcription  could  be 
put  in  competition  with  the  far  greater  evils  which  moft  have  arifrfn 
from  the  interruption  of  the  manufsidures  on  the  one  hand,  or  with 
the  advantages  which,  on  every  commercial  principle,   might  be 
reckoned  upon,  on  the  other^    'In  both  refpeds,  the  end  has  been 
fully  anfwered  ;  the  induftry  of  the  natives  has  had  full  fcope,  and 
^he  produce  of  it  has  met  a  ready  and  profitable  oiarket.     The 
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trcafuiy  at  home  has  been  repltiuflied^  and  the  Company  have  been 
enabled  to aflbrd  to  India  extend vefupplies  at  nioft  feafonable  periods. 
The  payments  from  the  home  treafury  on  accoimt  of  India  and 
China,  in  the  three  years  1797*8  to  1799-1800  (a  year  latex 
than  the  accounts  now  before  the  Committee),  have  amounted  to 
nolefsa  fum  than  10,660,000/.  Of  this,  4,100,000/.  were  for 
the  exports  of  this  country,  2,240,000/.  for  bullion,  2,700,000/. 
in  payment  of  bills  of  exchange,  and  1,6009000/.  in  liquidation  of 
the  Indian  debt ;  fo  that  the  average  fiipply  in  thofe  years  isas 
more  than  3,500,000/. 

The  propriety  of  keeping  up  the  inveftments  in  India  to  the  ut- 
mofl  amount  poflible,  is  flill  farther  evinced,  by  a  reference  to  the 
lituation  of  the  Company,  in  confequence  of  the  expulfion  of  Eu- 
ropean rivals.  The  opportunity  was  too  favourable  to  be  ne- 
gledied  ;  it  became,  in  hci,  a  duty  to  embrace  it.  On  that  prin* 
ciple,  the  Legiflature  permitted  (if  neceflary)  an  addition  of  two 
millions  to  the  capital  flock.  The  deprelTed  value  of  the  public 
fecurties,  for  a  confiderable  time  after  the  pafTing  of  that  SL&,  ren- 
dered it  unadvifeable  to  have  recourfe  to  this  meafure ;  which,  in 
one  refpe£l,  may  be  deemed  fortunate,  as  an  opportunity  has  been 
afFoided  of  difcovering  the  power  and  extent  of  the  Company's 
credit  and  refources  ;  and  the  full  benefit  of  the  exertions  abroad 
has  been  derived  by  the  aid  only  of  occaiional  ifTues  of  bonds 
and  of  loans  from  the  Bank,  each  of  which  has  been  reduced  to  the 
former  level.  In  the  laft  year,  a  confiderable  amelioration  ap- 
peared in  the  home  concern  ;  but  in  no  proportion  equal  to  that  in 
the  accounts  of  the  prcfcnt  }'ear.  Againft  this  the  deterioration  of 
the  foreign  may  be  flatcd  ^  but  the  mod  cfFcdual  remedy  in  that 
rcfpedt  has  been  applied  ;  and  the  improvement  on  the  cotKem  in 
general,  compared  with  the  year  preceding,  exceeds  one  millioo 
fterling. 

The  produce  of  the  fales  in  the  year  1798-9  was  unprecedented. 
The  encouragements  under  the  ad  of  1 793  to  private  traders^  that 
the  commerce  of  the  Eaft  might  be  brought  to  Great  Britain,  have 
already  had  happy  cfFe<3s.  The  fales  of  private  trade  goods  are 
every  year  increafing  ;  thofe  of  the  laft  year  exceeded  any  former  i 
thofe  of  the  year  now  under  confideration  were  ftill  4oo>ooo/. 
more ;  and  little  doubt  need  be  entertained,  but  by  a  r^ulated  ex- 
teniion  of  the  privilege,  and  by  the  adoption  of  fuch  additional  wife 
mcafures  as  experience  may  fuggefl,  fteadily  adhering  at  the  fame 
time  to  the  principle  in  view  when  the  zGt  was  pafl'ed,  the  objcA 
ivill  be  attained,  fo  far  as^  under  exiting  circumftanccs^  thereJs  juft 
ground  to  hope. 
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Greator  credit  may  be  aflumed  from  the  amount  of  the  fales  in 
genenily  from  the  dtfcovery  that  the  purchafcs  were  not  made  on  mere 
fpeculatton,  but  on  a  real  demand.  In  the,  articles  for  foreign  con* 
fumption,  particularly,  proofs  to  that  efied  exift ;  and  the  goods 
were  fliipped  with  a  rapidity  before  unknown.  An  evidence,  fUll 
ilronger,  is  found  on  the  fales  of  the  next  year,  which,  as  far  as  the 
accounts  are  made  up,  appear  to  have  been  equal  to  the  lai^ 
amount  eAi mated. 

The  improving  ftate  of  the  commerce  is  likewife  manifefted  In 
the  enlarged  demands  for  the  manufadures  of  this  country.  From 
the  .ready  fale,  the  governments  abroad  were  induced  to  add  confi* 
derably  lo  their  indents:  and  the  Court  of  Diredors,' willing  to 
contribute  fo  eflentially  to  the  general  advantage,  greatly  enlarged 
the  coniignments.  Some  later  advices  mention  a  partial  fiagna- 
tion,  from  the  fcaitity  of  fpecie^  and  the  diAurbed  (late  of  India* 
The  fupply  of  bullion  from  home  will  have  afibrded  great  relief 
in  the  firft  indance,  and  ihe  fuccefsfiil  operations  of  the  Bridfli 
arms  will  have  materially  contributed  to  correA  the  other  ;  fo  that 
there  is  every  profpeA  of  an  increafed  confumption  in  future.  A 
demand  may  likewife  arife  in  the  recently  acquired  territories,  and 
in  other  parts  where  it  has  been  endeavoured  to  eftabli(h  a  cdm<- 
mercial  intercourfe. 

The  fubfiantial  advantages  accruing,  both  abroad  and  at  home, 
from  an  increafed  demand  of  the  manufadures,  in  either  inftance, 
will  not  be  difputed :  in  it  centers  the  furcfl  fource  of  profperity. 
Thofe  advantages  cannot  be  more  ftrongly  exemplified  than  in  the 
period  now  under  confideration*  The  employ  of  the  thoufands  of 
induArious  artizans  in  the  Indian  provinces,  afforded  the  means  of 
purchaling  the  goods  of  this  country,  and  contributed  largely  to  pro- 
duce other  beneficial  efieds,  already  ftated. 

The  trade  with  China  may  not  perhaps  be  thought  to  be  produc- 
tive of  this  reciprocal  advantage  in  fo  great  a  degree ;  the  benefit  is 
fiill,  however,  immenfe,  both  to  the  Company  and  to  the  Nation: 
to  the  Company,  from  contributing  moft  eflfentially  to  the  fales  at 
home,  in  an  article  yielding  confiderable  profit.  The  benefit  to  the 
Nation,  exclufive  of  the  employment  of  (hipping,  is  two-fold  ;  in 
point  of  revenue,  as  will  be  again  noticed,  but  fpccially,  in  ^he 
confiant,  regular,  and  increafing  annual  demand  for  the  woollens 
and  metals.  The  demand,  indeed,  for  woollens,  may  be  fiated  as 
beneficial  to  the  Nation  alone  ;  as  in  "a  commercial  point  of  view, 
the  Company,  confidered  only  as  merchants,  might  not  think  it 
prudent  to  attend  to  it,  on  account  of  the  lofs  to  which  it  frequently 
CKpofes  them  i  but  notwithdanding  a  lofs  in  the  laft  year^  the  ex* 
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port  in  the  following  has  been  increafedf  bec^uft  the  Compemf, 
from  a  fenfe  of  duty  to  the  Pijblic,  very  properly  reflei^ed^  that  they 
0iould  not  bejuftiBed  in  placing  their  own  itnoiedi^te  imereft  in 
competition  with  the  advaittages  generally  diffiifed  by  the  confump- 
lion  of  manufadliires  to  the  amount  of  feveral  hundred  thpuiand 
pounds  fierling.  It  is  much  to  be  xtgretted,  that,  from  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  affairs  in  India,  the  balances  due  the  Chincfe  merchants 
were  fo  greatly  inOreafed  ;  as  it  is  always  defirabic  ibr  the  credit  of 
the  Company  and  of  the  Nation  to  keep  them  as  low  as  pofiible. 
Late  advices  (late,  that  by  the  timely  affiftance  of  bullion  and 
gpods  from>  and  bills  upon  Europe  and  the  Prefidencies  in  India, 
the  balance  has  fince  been  reduced  from  I>o73,ooo/.  to 
daoyooo/. 

I  l^ave  already  remarked,  that  the  produce  of  the  fales  in  the 
jcav  1798-9  was  unprecedented.     Their  immenfe  aniounr,  Dot<- 
witt^anding  the  continued  demands  upon  the  capital  of  thei  coon* 
try  for  the  purpofes  of  war,  fumilhes  a  convincing  proof  of  the  ge* 
neral  commercial  profperity.     The  internal  prosperity  is  likcwifc 
particularly  difplayedy  in  the  greatly  increafed  anoount  of  one  article, 
forming  a  very  material  part  of  thofe  fales.     The  article  alluded  to 
is  that  of  tea  ;  which,  though  it  may  perhaps  be  termed  an  artifi- 
cial neceflfary  of  life,  is  become  a  neceifary  few  would  be  di(pofed  to 
relinquish.     The  confumptiop  of  it  has  gradually  increafed  fince 
the  year  1784,  the  time  of  paflTing  the  Commutation  A61.     At 
that  time  it  was  fuppofed  by  fome  gentlemen,  that  the  ^  quantity 
confumed  would  not  exceed  twelve  millions  of  pounds  ;  and  I  well 
remember  differing  in  opinion  on  that  fubjedl,  with  a  moft  valuable 
character  ndw  no  more,  the  late  Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith,  for  whofe 
memory  .1  (hall  ever  retain  the  higheft  rcfpeft.     The  refult  has 
been  mod  flattering  to  my  expedlations,  and  moft  beneficial  to  the 
country,  in  point  of  revenue.     By  an  account  of  the  annual  iales 
pf  tea  from  1784.  to  the  lateft period,  it  appear^  that  till  the  year 
1790  they  amounted,  on  the  average,  to  Hxtecn  million  pounds 
weight,  never  below  fifteen  :  from  th^t  time  to  .1796,  thcincrcafe 
was  progrefTively  to  twenty-one  millions.     In  the  two  fi)Iluwir^ 
years  they  did  not  quite  reach  twenty  millions  ;  but  in  the  year 
ending  1 799, they  arrivedaL near  twenty*five millions  ;  and  there 
is  every  profpedt  that  the  next  year  will  not  fall  fhort  of  that 
quantity. 

Having  ofFercd  the  fulleft  explanations  of  the  caufes  which  have 
operated  as  a  drain  upon  the  refources  of  India,  gf  the  effe<S  upon 
the  commercial  fyftem,  and  of  the  mcafgres  fucccfsfully  refortcd  to 
fpr  carrying  oo  and  extending  the  trade ;  it  ftill  remains  to  be  pre* 
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mifed,  that  notwithftanding  the  wifdom  of  thotb  meafures  appears 
fp  fully  confirmed  by  their  fi^vourable  out-turn  as  to  demand  air 
almoft  unqualified  approbation,  and  notwithfianding  the  wi(h  I  ever 
did  and  always  (hall  entertain  for  the  utmoft  extenfion  of  the 
company's  trade,  I  am  not  prepared  to  fay  it  will  be,  at  every  time, 
prudent  to  furni(h  the  invefiments,  by  adding  to  the  debt  in  India. 
The  peculiar  fituadon  of  aflPairs  rendered  it,  in  the  paft  cafe,  expe-^ 
dient,  and  indeed  neceflary  ;  but  in  future,  other  itiodes  muft  b^ 
devifed.     A  confiderable  furplus  from  the  revenues  will  again,  L 
truft,  very  foon  accrue  ;  but  in  whatever  fum  that  may  prove  defW  - 
cient  for  the  purchafe  of  cargoes,  a  fupply  mufi  be  found,  either  by 
bills  upon  the  Court  of  Diredors,  or  by  bullion  or  exports  fironr 
this  country.     The  debt  abroad  muft  not  be  allowed  to  accumu- 
late beyond  a  certain  amount :  it  is,  at  prefent,  far  too  large,  and 
mean^  muft  be  difcovered  for  its  redu6tion. 

It  being  intended  to  take  a  more  comprehenfive  view  of  the  ge« 
neral  Aate  of  the  Indian  conceri\  when  the  next  accounts  are  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  the  remaining  obfervations,  with  regard  to  the 
iituatiori  of  the  pofTeffions  abroad,  will  be  very  brief.  « 

A  tolerable  accurate  judgment  of  th^  ftate  of  the  provinces  under 
the  management  of  the  feveral  Prefidencies  may  be  formed,  from 
the  copious  remarks  upon  the  produce  of  their  refources  refpec-^ 
tively.  '  The  caufes  of  the  difappointments  in  the  receipts  from  the 
land  rents,  and  from  the  fale  of  (alt  in  Bengal,  have  been  difiindtly 
explained,  and  the  remedy  in  contemplation  to  fecure  the  more  ready 
recovery  of  the  former.  The  apprehenfions  of  the  tranquillity  of 
the  provinces  being  difturbed  by  the  fuppofed  difaflfeflion  of  fomc 
of  the  Zemindars,  appear  to  be  completely  removed,  from  the.  dif- 
coveiy  of  the  artifice,  employed  to  produce  them  ;  and,  exclufive  of 
occafional  protradlion  of  the  payments  of  thr  rents  (by  no  mean* 
general),  no  ground  of  complaint  feems  to  exift;  On  the  contrary 
there  is  every  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  that  the  great  body  of  the  land- 
holders appear  fully  imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  the  fuperior  comforts 
.they  enjoy,  from  the  mild  and  equitable  regulations  eftabliflled  under 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  government. 

The  only  points  in  immediate  conncftion  with  the  Indfan  re- 
fources,* to  which  it  is  further  ncceifary  to  rcqucft  the  attention  o£ 
the  Committee,  are  thofe  relating  to  the  alliances  with  the  native 
princes.  Some  important  changes  have  been  glanced  at,  and  an 
intention  fignified  that  more  prccife  information  would  be  afforded* 

The  due  realization  of  the  fubfidies  which  thofe  princes  fcvcraUy 
engaged  to  pay  to  the  Company  for  military  fuccours,  is  certainly  of 
material  confequencc.     In  fume  in(ianccs,.it  is  ifectireJ  by  direA 
Vol.  XU,  jX  ^u-«atl     J 
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tflScmnciits  of  dKhifls  ;  in  othcirt,  the  good  faith  of  the  paitics 
Ihe  ooly  guarantee.  The  treaty  with  the  late  Nabob  V'nicr  oi 
Oude  «aa  wider  this  prtdieaBMnt,  and  wiU  be  the  firft  for 
icflaafk. 

It  may  not  he  requifite  now  to  enter  upon  the  difcoffion  of  the  an* 
gin  of  this  coiuiedtion,  nor  of  the  obligations  which  the  fiirmer  Vizier 
Was  under  to  the  Company.  Of  this,  both  himfdf  and  hia  fuc- 
itflbry  the  Nabob  who  died  in  1 797,  appeared  fenfiblei  and  the  cn«> 
garments  they  entered  into  were  difcharged.  The  neccflity  of 
preferving  the  influence  which  had  long  fubfifted  at  the  Court  of 
Lucknowy  cannot  be  difputed  ;  nor  the  conlequence  which  muft 
attach  to  the  exerctfr  of  that  influence  on  principles  of  moderation 
and  juftice.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  life  of  the  late  Vtzier, 
the  Errors  in  the  adminiftiation  of  hisaflairs  were  fuch  as  to  threaten 
the  moft  ferious  evils,  and  were  the  caufe  of  repeated  friendly 
remonfhances  on  the  part  of  the  Bengal  government. 

The  events  immediately  following  the  death  of  the.Viaier  Ive  de- 
tailed in  the  very  able  and  judicious  minute  of  the  late  Governor 
Oenetali  laid  before  the  Houfe,  with  other  documents  on  this  fub- 
}tQ,  in  the  laft  fefllon.     The  fucceflion  of  Viiicr  Ally,  a  youth 
Tbout  fixteen  years  qf  age,  the  reputed  fon  of  the  deceafed,  the  ne- 
ccflity of  his  early  depofition   and  of  placing  the  rightful  heir  on 
A\c  Mufnud,  are  therein  .dtflindly  flated,   alfb  the  treaty  with  die 
latter,  conferring  greater  advantages  on  the  Company.     The  dcfec* 
tive  title  of  the  depofcd  Nabob  was  fully  proved  ;  and  his  depofition 
may  be  confidercd  a  favcxirable  circumitance^  as  the  worft  of  eonfe- 
qucfices  might  have  been  expefied  from  ihe  treachery  and  hafencfs 
of  his  difpoiition,  alfo  from  his  enmity  to  the  Britifh.     Thefe  have 
flnce  been  moR  fatally  difjplayed  in  the  premeditated  adaflinarion  of 
the  Reiident  and  fomt  other  gendemeo  at  Benares,  where  he  hid 
retired,  under  the  pfDtedion  of  the  Company,  on  ample  allowances 
from  the  government  of  Oude.     The  adoption  of  prompt  and  vi- 
gorous mcafures,  prevented  the  further  accomplifhment  of  his  pur- 
pofes  ;  and  he,  for  a  rime,  efcaped  by  flight  the  juft  vengeance  due 
to  his  crimes.  ^ 

The  increafcd  fubfidy  provides  for  an  additionnl  force  (lationcd 
In  Oude.  Doubts  were,  at  (irft,  entertained  for  its  realization  for 
a  year  or  two  ,  but,  by  late  advices,  the  payments  have  been  punc- 
tually kept  up.  The  intention  of  the  prcfcni  Vizier  to  reform  the 
Adminiftration,  and  to  difband  a  great  part  of  his  own  excenfive 
army,  and  inftitute  a  more  difciplincd  force  in  ics  room,  will 
enable  him  to  contkiue  the  regular  fulfilment  of  the  ftipulatioos  of 
biv' treaty. 
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The  due  performance  of  the  ftiputattons  in  the  treaties  with  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  is  fecured,  by  fpecific 
alTfgnments  of  diftrid}s  in  their  refpaAive  territories.     As  to  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  it  was  reafonably  to  be  expected  that  the  l^g 
eftablifhed  alliance  with  his  fanuly,  and  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  emt- 
nent  ferviecs  they  had  received,  wduld  have  been  inducements  to 
the  mo  A  friendly  and  cordial  ce-operaticAi,  in- whatever  might  have 
a  tendency  to  further  the  interefts  of  his  allies.     A  nKxlifkation  of 
the  arrangements  made  in  the  year  1792  was  defirable  for  the  in« 
fereftof  both  parties  :  t^e  remonftrances  with  him,  on  that  fubjed^, 
have  been  formerly  flated  to  the  Committee ;  netjung  however  hat 
been  yet  effcdcd. 

The  Committee  were  informed,  in  the  laft  year,  of  the  afTump* 
tion  of  the  aflfigned  diftri£ls  in  the  Tanjore  country.    That  m^fure 
has  been  followed  by  one  of  Aill  greater  importance,  but  totally  un<r 
conneded  with  the  chara£ler  or  coodu^  of  the  Rajah,  or  the  fulfil- 
ment of  his  ftipulated  engagements.     A  lor^  detail  of  the  reafons 
which  influenced  the  Governments  in  India  in  the  tran£iAion  now 
to  be  Aated,  would  confume  too  much  time  ;  fuiEce  it  to  fay  that 
they  were  prefcribcd  by  every  principle  of  jufticc,  and  that  the  mea- 
fure  was  not  carried  into  effed  without  an  elaborate  invefligation, 
nor  without  reference  to  the  moft  venerable  Hindoo  charaders  in 
different  parts  of  India.     On  their  judgihent  of  the  illegality  of  the  • 
the  title  of  the  Rajah  to  the  Mufnud,  he  was  removed  ;  and  as  the 
r^htof  the  adopted  fonof  the  former  Rajah  was,  on  the  fame  judg- 
ment, pronounced  indifputably  valid,  he  was  accordingly  feated  on 
the  throne.     The  change  has  not  produced  any  difturbance,  the  late 
Rajah  having  (hewn  all  fubmiflion  to  Che  decifion,  from  his  defer- 
ence to  the  refpedlable  authorities  on  which  it  #as  founded.     Every 
arrangcnnent  has  been  made,  that  the  effcA  of  the  lofs  of  his  Ration 
and  dignity  may  be  felt  as  little  as  poffible ;  and  a  fuitable  allowance 
has  been  conferred  by  the  prefcnt  Rajah  for  his  fuppcrt. 

The  Committee  are  already  furniflied  with  complete  information 
of  the  circumifamccs  conneded  with  the  late  war  in  Myfore,  by  the 
documents  not  long  Ghee  prefented  to  PaHiament.  The  reiblutions 
of  the  Houfe  have  recorded  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  and  the 
fcnii:  entertained  of  the  diftinguilhed  merits  of  the  moft  noble  and 
truly  honourable  and  rei)pe£)able  charaflers,  to  whofe  wifdom  and  , 
talents  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  £aA,  at  a  very  cri- 
tical and  momentous  period,  we  are  moft  (ignally  indebted.  The  ^ 
like  jud  tribute  has  been  paid  to  the  armies,  by  wbofe '  undaunted  j 
courage,  and  indefatigable  zeal  and  exenions,  the  fpeedy  and  fuc* 
cefsful  termination  of  this  unprovoked  war  has  been  accomplilhcd. 

g  X  a 
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Having  fignified  my  intention  of  foon  ofFcdng.to  the  Committee  a 
more  comprchcniive  view  of  the  Company's  concerns,  I  (hall,  till 
then,  defer  any  obfervations  on  the  extenfive  happy  confequences  Co 
be  expedied  from  this  memorable  event. 


w 
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JVedneJday^  July  23. 

A  meflfage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  their  Lordfliips 
had  agreed  to  the  Lunatic  High  Treafon  bill  ;  the  French  Wine 
Importation  bill;  the  Navy  Stores  Embezzlement  bill;  the 
Thames  Police  bill ;  the  New  Foreft  bill ;  and  feveral  other  bills 
of  a  public  and  private  nature. 

The  three  feveral  bills  for  raifing  3,000,000!.  each,  went 
through  Committees,  and  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  dme 
to-morrow. 

« 

Mr.  TIERNEY,  in  the  abfcnce  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, dcfired  to  know  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  (Mr- 
Dundas),  whether  Government  had  received  any  official  informa- 
tion  of  an  armiftice  between  the  Emperor  and  the  French 
Republic? 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  any  anfwer 
to  this  qucdion. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  obfcrved,  that  the  report  of  an  armifticc  having 
been  (igned  by  the  Emperor  with  France  was  very  prevalent,  and 
he  wifhed  to  know  if  any  information  of  this  kind  had  been  re- 
ceived ;  becaufe  if  it  had,  he  wifhed  to  have  made  a  motion  for  the 
introdudion  of  a  claufe  into  the  Enipcror's  Loan  bill,  which  in 
'  Tiis  opinion  ought  ncccffarily  to  arife  out  of  this  information  ;  and 
'  now  tRat  no  anfwer  was  returned,  he  would  ftill  take  an  opportunity 
of  moving  for  the  introduAion  of  a  claufe  into  the  bill,  to  prohibit 
fending  any  remittances  to  the  Emperor  (if  fuch  information  was  re- 
ceived) till  after  the  recommencement  of  hoftilities.  He  thou^t 
fuch  a  claufe  but  reafonable,  if  this  loan  was  granted  for  the  more 
vigorous  profecotion  of  the  w^ir. 

The  SPEAKER  faid  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  moving  the  introdudiion  of  this'  claufe  to- 
morrow, on  the  third  reading  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  JONES  tlicn  rofe  to  move  for  fome  papers  relative  to  the 
cvapuation  of  Egypt  by  the  French.  The  tranfadions  concerning 
thi$  bufintfs  appc:;rcd  to  him  to  be  at  prcfcnt  f xtrc'mely  myftcrious, 
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and  lotxfly  demanding  the  ftrift  and  immediate  invefligation  of  the 
Houfe.  He  had  perfifted  in, making  this  motion^  though  he  wiihed 
for  abilities  greater  than  his  to  fupport  it.  He  bad,  during  the 
ihort  time  that  be  had  fat  in  Parliament,  feen  a  great  unwillingnefs 
on  the  part  of  MiniAers  to  produce  papers  relative  to  any  public 
events*  He  allowed  that  it  might  be  often  inconvenient  to  pro- 
duce them ';  but  he  could  not  always  coincide  in  this  argument,  as 
this  would  prevent  all  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Miniftcrs,  and 
in  fad  deflroy  their  refponfibility.  He  had'  feen  papers  rcfufed 
difFerent  times,  when  there  would  have  been  no  danger  in  producing 
them.  It  could  not  be  faid  that  motions  for  the  produdiion  of 
fuch  papers  were  new  and  unprecedented  ;  for,  during  the  American 
war  papers  had  often  been  called  for,  and  Lord  North  had  not  ob- 
je6led  to  their  being  produced.  But  the  prefent  Minii^ers  had  con- 
flaotly  refufed  to  produce  any  papers  relative  to  great  public  events. 
Papers  were  called  for  relative  to  the  Quiberon  expedition  ;  they 
were  refufed  :  papers  were  called  for  relative  to  the  Dutch  €;;cpedi« 
tion  ;  they  were  refufed.  When  he  had  lately  afked  for  one  pa- 
per (the  indrudlions  fent  to  Lord  Keith  upon  the  very  point  on 
which  he  meant  now  to  move  for  other  papers),  it  was  alfo  refufed 
fo  far  that  it  is  to  be  formally  laid  on  the  table  through  the  right 
honourable  Secretary.  Mr.  Dundas  had  l^ated  its  contents.  The 
tranfa^ons  relative  to  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  feemed  to  imply, 
that  there  had  been  a  mifunderftanding  between  His  Majcfty's  Com- 
manders, His  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  His  Majefty's  Allies.  The 
papers  which  he  meant  now  to  move  fur,  would  do  away  this  mif- 
underfianding.  There  were  feveral  important  queftions  which  he 
witbed  to  be  atifwered,  and  which  thefe  papers  would  anfwer.  He 
wi(hed  to  know  if  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  not  joined  with  his  bro- 
ther, Mr.  Spenper  Smith,  as  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte  ?  He  wi(hed  to  know  if  he  was  not  invefted 
with  the  chief  command  of  the  Britifh  forces  in  Egypt  ?  He  wiihed 
to  know  if  he  had  not,  in  thefe  two  charaders,  fall  powers  to  con- 
clude, along  with  the  Grand  Vizier,  a  convention  with  the-FreiKh 
for  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  ?  He  wifhed  to  know  if  ^inifters, 
previous  to  the  24th  of  January  1.800,  exprefled  any  difapproba- 
tion  of  Sir  Sidney- Smidi's  entering  into  any  convention  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  Egypt,  though  they  mud  have  known  that  fome  fuch 
convention  had  been  in  agitation  ever  fince  May  1 799  ?  He  wiihed 
to  know  if  Lord  Elgin  had  not  intruded  Sir  Sidney  Smith  to  ufe 
every  means  in  his  power  to  get  the  Fref)ch  out  of  Egypt  ?  He 
wiflied  to  know  if  the  letter  ilating  the  intention  of  this  country  not 
t(^  ratify  the  treaty,  was  not  t^fmitted  to  General  Kieber,  before 
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any  fuch  intention  had  been  communicated  either  to  Sir  Sidner 
Smith,  or  the  Commander  of  the  forces  of  the  Porte  ?     He  wrfhd 
to  know  if  this  intention  was  communicated  to  our  good  ally  d^ 
Grand  Seignior  ?  if  he  was  informed  of  a  meafure  which  on  irs  firt 
blufti  affcdted  the  lives  of  8000  of  Ms  fubjedls,  and  which  mi^s, 
in  the  end  affcA  his  capital  and  bis  very  cxiftepce  ?  a  mcafuit 
which  tended  to  endanger  our  own  territorial  poiTefiions  in  India; 
a  meafure  which  could  be  juftified  on  no  poflible  principles  eirher  d 
policy,  humanity,  or  jufticc:  thefe  things  required  to  be  fiffcd  so 
the  boitom  ;  and  however  averfe  he  might  feel  himfeif  to  intrude 
on  the  Hbufe,  he  felt  himfeif  called  upon  to  move  an  inquiry. 
Mr.  JONES  then  read  the  following  ftring  of  morions  r 
"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefe'nted  to  His  Majcfty,  that  he 
"will  be  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  give  direflions  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  I^oufe,  a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  Sir  Sidney  Snnith  ac  the 
Court  of  Conflantinopfe. 

*^  That  an  humble  addrefd  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufiy  picafcd  to  give  diredions  that  there  be  laid  be- 
fore  this  Houfc,  a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Spencer  Smidi 
at  the  Court  of  Conftantinople. 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfty,  that  fe 
will  be  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  give  dired^ionsthat  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  the  right  honourable  the 
Earl  of  Elgin  at  the  Court  of  Conftantinople. 

**  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufiy  picafcd  to  give  diredlions  that  thc/c  be  laic)  be- 
fore this  Houfe,  extra6ls  of  all  letters  pailing  to  and  from  the  r^ht 
honourable  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  Mr.  Spencer  Smith, 
ancl  any  of  His  Majefty's  Minlfters,  relative  to  the  convention  for 
the  evacuation  of  Egypt. 

"  Tl\^t  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefly,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  ^ve  diredions  that  there  be  laid  be- 
fore this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  treaty  made  on  board  His  Majefty's 
fftip  the  Tigre,  in  the  eleventh  article  of  which  Great  Britain  and 
its  allies,  the  Porte,  and  Ruffia,  arc  confidercd  as  parties  to  die 
fame,  and  to  cnfure  a  fafe  ttiurn  of  the  trench  army. 

•'  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefly,  that  he 
will  be  gracioufiy  pleafed  to  give  dircdtions  thafthere  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe,  copies  of  the  inftru<Slions  given  to  the  right  honourable 
th-  Earl  of  Elgin,  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  Mr,  Spencer  Smith,  and  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  reladve 
to  the  evacuation  of  Egypt.'* 
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Mr.  DU14DAS  laid,  he  wiflied  the  honourable  gentleman  ha4 
ftated  the  grounds  on  whic6  he  ntad^  thefe  different  motions.     He 
had  formerly,  when  the  honourable  g^ntlcmian  made  a  morion  of  a  ^ 
iiroilar  nature,  in  oppofing  it,  not  rcfted  on  the  general  objeAioft 
ivhich  mud  have  occurred  to  every  man  on  the  impropriety  of  a 
motion  which  called  to  ftate  every  connection  and  communicatioa 
which  this  country  had  had  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  with  the 
Commanders  of  His  Majefty's  forces,  and  the  Agents  of  Govern- 
ment in  Egypt.     He  might  have  contented  himfelf  with  this  gene^ 
jral  objection,  becaufe  the  objqA  of  his  motions  muft  at  once  have 
appeared  to  this  Houfe  to  be  improper  and  .abfurd.  .  But  he  had- not 
done  fo,  becaufe  he  wi(hed  the  Houfe  to  fee  the  real  (late  of  afiairs; 
but  h&  concluded  with  dating  that  the  information  he  had  given 
Dvas  much  more  than  could  be  colleded,  were  the  papers  moved  ^ 
for  laid  before  the  Houfe.,    At  prefent  he  could  do  nothing  more 
than  fe«ftate  wliat  he  t^n  ftated  ;  and  were  he  to  do  fo,  the  force 
of  his  argument  would  be  again  felt,  becaufe  the  object  of  the  mo*  ' 
tions  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  made  was  prccifely  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  motion  which  he  had  made  on  a  former 
night.     Surely  nothing  would  be  more  abfurd  than  to  demand  co« 
pies,  of  all  papers,  communications,  and  letters  which  had  paflfed 
between  Minifters  and  the  Agents  of  Government  of  every  defcrip* 
tion  in  Turkey  and  in  Egypt,  whether  thefe  letters  contained  merely 
private  views  and  fuggeftion»  on  public  affairs,  or  were  official  comr 
munications.     As  to  the  Brft  motion,  he  would  inform  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  never  appointed,  to  the 
command  of  His  Majefty's  forces  in  Egypt.     What  had  miiled  the 
honourable  gentleman,  probably,  was  the  document  which  appointed 
him  joint  Plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  between 
this  country  and  the  Porte.     But  after  ibat  treaty  ws^  ligned  hit 
'  powers  were  at  an  end,  and  he  had  no  authority  to  enter  into  any 
convention*  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.     He  hoped  Ae  motions 
would  not  be  perfifted  in. 

Mr*  ROBSON  fupported  the  modon.  He  thought  that  Parli- 
ament had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  conduA  of  public  affairs.  H« 
had  yeAerday  wiflied  to  be  informed  when  the  Ruffian  treaty  would 
be  at  an  end,  and  when.we  were  to  give  up  paying  a  fubfidy  to  that 
empire.  Their  troops  were  to  have  returned  home  as  foon  as  the 
Sound  was  open.  They  flill  remained,  and  he  had  long  wifticd  to 
know  when  they  would  return  ?  No  anfwer  had  been  given  to  this 
inquiry  ;  now  a  motion  was  made  for  inquiry  on  another  fubjed. 
If  it  could  be  proved  th^t  this  inquiry  would  interfere  with  the 
great  objed  of  peace,  be  would  be  the  laft  man  to.pre(s  it.     But  k 
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^  could  not  poflibl;  be  urged  that  any  thing  of.  this  kind  was  in  the 
prcfent  cafe  to  be  a|>prehended.     He  only  afked  for  documents  re- 
lating  to  tranfadions  in  Eg^pt>  to  the  capfes  of  the  refufal  to  radfy 
the  convention  which  was  entered  into  and  agreed  upon  for  the  eva- 
cuation  of  that  country.     The  fame  convention  had  been  approved 
of  now— it  could  not  be  unfair  to  aflc  why  it  was  oppofed   then  ? 
If  It  was  right  at  the  prefent  nfioment,  fopfiething  ought  to  be  ftated 
to  (how  that  it  was  wrong  then.     Such  a  (latemcnt  had  not  been 
made ;  he  aiked  for  papers  to  fee  whether  any   circumftances  to 
juftify  fuch  a  ftatement  really  cxified.     If  they  did  not,  the  refufal 
to  ratify  the  treaty  mud  be  a  proper  ground  of  cenfure  on  Minifters. 
Befidcs,  in  point  «f  fadt,  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  the  evacua- 
tion of  Egypt  by  the  French  was  as  advantageous  for  this  counrry 
as  for  France,  as  it  removed  a  danger  certainly  threatening  out  pof- 
fcRions  in  India,  and  touching  upon  the  moft  valuable  and  profitable 
trade  of  the  kingdom.     Why  ch^n,  he  would  repeat,  was  not  the 
convention  ratified  at  firft  ?,  Sir  Sidney  Smith  had  been  fent  as  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  of  this  country  in  thofe  feas  ; 
at  lead  he  had  a  broad  pendant  flying  on  board  his  own  veflTel.   For 
what  purpofe  could  he  be  fent  there,  but  in  order  to  co-operate  with 
our  allies  in  the  common  caufe  ?     His  efforts  in  thisxraufe  were 
certainly  thofe  of  ah  able  and  gallant  officer.    Bonaparte  left  Egypt 
in  the  fummcr  of  1799  ;  Kleber,  whom  he  left  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  French  forces  in  his  room,  was  naturally  not  a  little 
irritated  by  the  method  of  his  departure.     Some  negotutions  had 
been  attempted  by  Bonaparte  himfelf.     Kleber  was  anxious  to  con- 
tinue them.     Nothing,  however,  deBnitive  was  dpne  till  December 
1799.     Then   they  were  renewed  at  the  rcqucftof  Sir  SidiKy 
Smith  himfelf,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  of  this  coun- 
try in  that  quarter.     He  confidered  the  evacuation  of  Egypt  by  the 
French  to  be  a  very  important  objeS,  and  was  fuccefsful  in  con- 
cluding a  convention  for  this  purpofe.     It  was  remarkable,  that 
Kleber  confented  to  enter  into  this   convention   on  the  exprefs 
ground  that  he  could  depend  on  England,  whereas  he  could  place 
no  reliance  on  the  Turks.     He  fent  two  French  officers  to  nego- 
tiate the  convention,  not  to  the  camp  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  but  on 
board  His  Majcfty's  fhip  the  Tigre.     The  negotiations  were  con- 
tinued from  December  1799,  to  the  24th  of  January  1800.  The 
negotiating  parties  were  Pouffielgue  and  Deilaix,  two  French  Ge- 
nerals, and  two  Turks.     This  negotiation,  commenced  on  board 
the  Tigre,  carried  on  for  more  than  a  month,  was  finally  brought 
to  a  conclufion  ;  and  the  convention  was  ratified  by  Sir  Sidney 
Sr^ith,  adin^,  or  conceiving  that  he  a^ed  on  the  part  of  this  coun- 
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try,  and  thinking  that  he  coujid  not  better  promote  its  int^eRs  than 
by  getting  the  French  out  of  Egypt.  What  was  the  nature  of  this 
convention  ?  By  the  nth  article  it  was  agreed  to  grant  paflfports, 
in  the  name  of  the  allies^  to  the  French,  to  fccure  their  return  to 
their  own  country.  So  that  Sir  Sidney  ^mith  conCradled  thetreaty, 
not  only  in  the  name  of  this  country,  but  alfo  of  its  allies.  By  the 
1 6th  artrde,  the  French  agreed  not  to  raife  any  more  contributions; 
on  the  contrary,  to  leave  all  the  magazines,  &c.  which  were  to  hd 
valued  by  Turkifh  Commiflaries  and  by  the  Commander  of  the 
Britifh  forces.  Here  again  the  French  (hew,  that  they  would  not 
truft  to  the  Turks  ;  but  that  they  depended  on  the  Englifh  for  the 
execution  of  every  article  of  the  treaty,  even  thofe  with  which  they 
had  nothing  to  do.  By  the  19th  article,  the  French  tranfports 
were  allowed  to  navigate  the  coad  of  Egypt,  which  it  was  clear 
that  they  could  not  do  without  the  eonfent  of  the  Commander  of 
the  Englldi  fleet,  but  which  in  point  of  hA  they  did  for  feveral 
months  on  the  faith  of  this  article.  Befide*  thefe  articles,  another 
thing  appeared  on  the  face  of  this  convention,  which  furely  would  . 
never  be  Aated  as  an  obje£lionable  part  of  it :  a  hope  was  exprefled 
that  it  would  lead  to  peace.  Such  was  the  nature  of  this  conven- 
tion, which  he  would  afSrtn  was  wife  in  both  parties,  and  advan* 
tageous  to  this  country.  If  it  was  fo,  the  queftion  recurred  why  ic 
was  refufed  to  be  ratified  by  this  country  ?  He  would  defy  any  gen- 
tleman to  prove  any  ikuation  of  affairs  in  the  Mediterranean,  which 
rendered  its  ratification  dangerous,  or  which  could  juAify  the  breach 
of  it;  a  breach  equally  inconfiSent  with  the  faith,  the  honour,  and 
the  dignity  of  England.  Thd  treaty  was  contracted  alfo  in  the 
name  of  the  allies  of  this  country.  Ruflia  had  fleets  in  rfiofe  feas, 
and  thus  that  power  became  a  party  in  it.  Did  flie  exprcfs  her 
difapprobation  of  it  ?  Did  (he  give  any  opinion  on  it  at  all  r  If  (he 
approved  of  it,  what  could  (he  think  of  the  refufal  to  ratify  it  on  the 
part  of  England  ?  If  (Ke  difapproved  of  it,  what  would  (be  think  of 
Its  being  ratified  now  ?  But  after  this  treaty  was  concluded,  if  we 
return  to  Egypt  we  find  Kleber,  on  the  faith  of  it,  giving  up  large 
diftridts  of  country  ;  furrendering  towns  and  fortrelTes  which  were 
in  his  po(re(rion  ;  withdrawing  his  forces  from  Upper  Egypt,  and 
on  the  point  of  giving  up  Cairo  ;  when  at  this  critical  moment. 
Lord  Keith's  letter,  dated  the  3d  of  February  1800,  arrived. — ^ 
What  was  the  refult  ?  The  French  fell  upon  the  Turks,  .routed 
their  forces,  and  in  their  turn  the  TurVs  maflacred  4000  French 
in  Cairo.  Such  were  the  fatal  c(Fc<fls  of  this  brca^i  of  faith, 
committed  too  at  the  very  moment "^^  when  the  French  wcro 
upbraided  in  this  country  for  their  want  of  faith  ^  and  Vfh  fllthid 
Vol.  XII.  ^  Y 
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was  the  ground  on  which  the  right  honourable  gendenian»  fhc 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  did  not  now  chufc  to  attend  in 
his  place,  jijftified  what  he  called  the  wife  and  dignified  reply  of 
Lord  Grenvillc  to  Bonaparte's  overtures  for  peace ;  an  anfwer 
which,  he  would  be  bold  to  fay,  was  countenanced  no  where  but  in 
that  Houfe.     He  did  not  call  for  inquiry  as  to  the  management  of 
India  affairs.     He  w^s  ready  to  allow  that  the  right  honourable 
Secretary  managed  the  affairs  of  that  country,  which  is  the  fource  of 
much  oF  the  conimerce  and  wealth  of  this  kingdom,  with  great  pru* 
dence  and  ability.     He  did  not  call  for  inquiry  as  to  the  conduA 
of  our  fleets  ;  he  allowed  that  they  could  not  be  more  ably  com- 
manded, that  they  contributed  much  to  the  glory,  as  well  as  defence 
of  the  country.     He  did  not  call  for  inquiry  on  minute  and  partial 
meafures  of  general  policy.     But  he  called  for  inquiry  on'  the  ad- 
minif^ration  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,   by   His  Majefty's  Cabinet 
Counfellors,  by  Lord  Grenville,  the  author  of  the  wife  and  digni- 
fied reply,  and  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  defender 
of  it ;  and  who  ere  long,  he  expcAed   to  be  obliged  to   eat   the 
words  which  they  had  uttered  upon  that  fubjcfi.     In  this  cafe  he 
called  for  an  inquiry,  and  in  comtnon  jai^ice  to  a  brave  Comman- 
der, Sir  Sidney  Smith,  he  thought  that  the  papers  and  infVrudionf 
moved  for  (hould  be  laid  on  the  table.     There  waf  a  myftety  in 
tfie  whole  proceedings  on  this  buiinefs.      Lord  Keith  was  found 
fOmetimes  adding  with  the  allies,  fomctimes  in  oppo&tion  to  thenu 
This  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  as  well  as  that 
of  this  country.      In  writing  the  letter,  refufing  on  the  part  of  this 
country  to  ratify  the  treaty,  he  certainly  a61cd  in  oppoficion  to  the 
allies.      It  was  proper  to  inquire  whether  or  not  he  adled   under 
orders  from  Miniflers.      Certainly  it  was  due  alfo  to  his  chara^r. 
Lord  Elgin  was  found  a6ting  in  a  fimilar  manner— refufing  at  one 
time  to  ratify  the  treaty,  and  afterwards,  when  it  was  too  late,  when 
battles  had  been  fought,  and  tlioufands  had  been  maffacred,  offering 
to  accede  to  the  Turks  going  on  with  the  treaty.     If,  in  confe- 
qucncc  of  the  refufal  to  ratify  this  treaty,  the  French  had  been  able 
to  retain  poffcflfion  of  Egypt,  which/  had  Kleber  not  chofen  anew 
to' accede  to   the  convention,  he  faw  nothing  to  hinder  them  from 
doings  would  they  not,  at  the  conclufion  of  a  general  peace,  have 
laid  in  a  claim,  and  a  juft  one  too,  fur  fome  great  compeniarion  for 
evacuating  it  at  that  period  i  Then  the  folly  of  the  refufal  would 
*have  beenfeen  in  its  true  colours.      In  the  American  war,  papers 
were  freely  granted.     Noi  important  or  fatal  tvent  took  place,  but 
p^per^  werccallcd  for  and  produced.     In  1776,  17*77, and  '779> 
^nft^nccs' occurred  of  this  iind.     It  could  not  therefore  be  argued. 
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that  the  acquitfdng  in  the  prefent  motion  would  be  without  prcce* 
dent.     By  the  refufal  of  this  country  to  accede  to  the  treaty,  it  ha4 
abfolutely  fisiUen  into  war  with  its  allies.     RuiCa  fan^ioned  the 
treaty, — andin  what  but  a  dale  of  war  was  this  country  now  with 
Ruffia  i  Thefe  are  matters  that  ought  to  be  inquired  into.     The 
people  ought  to.  know  who  were  the  authors  of  Lord  Keith's  letter. 
It  was  no  excufe  to  fay,  that  by  this  convention   10,000  foldiers 
would  bave  been  rcftored  to  France.  Men  have  been  fent  from  this 
country  into  the  Mediterranean-     He  faw  himfelf  ftill  furrounded 
on  all  hands  by  camps  of  1 0,000  and  of  20,000  men  in  this  coun-* 
try.     Might  not  thefe,  if  the  honourable  xgentlcmcn  were  really  fo 
much  afraid  for  Italy,  have  been  fent  to  counterbalance  the  i  o,oq<o 
whom  the  French  would  have  gained,  to  aflfill  in  their  projects 
againft  that  country  ?  But  could  it  really  be  faid,  that  this  country 
ought  to  take  care  of  Italy,  rather  than  its  Indian  poflTeflfions  i    He 
amfefled  he  felt  a  great  partiality  for  Italy ;  but  furely  no  man 
could  compare  its  importance  to  this  country  with  that  of  India.— « 
But  what  harm  could  arife  from  producing  the  papers  called  for } 
As  things  remained  now,  a  (alfe  and  illiberal  imputation  reAed  on  the 
conduct  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith.    It  might  be  faid  th^t  the  whole  arofe 
from  miftake  and  didance  of  place.     But  if  inquiry  be  refufed,  z 
&ndion  is  given  topaft,.and  encouragement  to  future  blunders,-^ 
The  Houfe  might  take  upon  itfelf  the  refponfibility  of  this  un* 
wife,  impolitic  refufal,  and  of  all  the  fatal  confequences  and  barba- 
rous maflfacres  which  enfued.     The  honourable  gentleman  then 
proceeded  to  advert  to  the  refufal  of  MiniAers,  on  a  former  occafion^ 
to  account  for  the  dilburfement,  or  to  refund  fome  money  which  ha(| 
been  raifed  on  the  faith  of  the  new  parlfh  rate  bill,  which  was  after- 
wards thrown  out  of  the  Houfe.     He  faid,  that  when  he  got  a  feat 
in  Parliament,  be  thought  he  had  obtained  a  right  to  inquire  into 
the  difburfement  of  the  public  money,  and  to  call  for  inquiry  on 
public  meafures  ;  but  no  fooner  had  he  attempted  to  exercife  this 
imagined  privilege,  than  he  found  that  he  poflefled  it  not.  He  gave 
as  an  inftancej  his  former  inquiry,  and  enlarged  confiderably  on  the 
caufes  which  had  induced  him  to  make  this  inquiry* 

Colonel  GASCOYNE  fpoke  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  iaid,  that  he  was  furry  to  interrupt  the  honour- 
Ale  gentleman ;  but  he  really  conceived  that  there  was  no  connec- 
tion between  what  he  had  been  dwelling  upon  for  fome  time,  and 
the  motion  before  the  Houfe,  the  foup  eftabli(hment,  and  the  ap^ 
pointment  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  to  the  command  of  the  fleet  in 
Egypt* 

3Ya 
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Mr.  ROBSON  afkcd  pardon  of  the  Houfe,  if  he  had  been  out 
of  order.  He  had  only  conceived,  thjit  in  fapport  of  this  rootion, 
he  might  advert  to  the  refufal  of  Minifters  to  accede  to  another  ii»- 
quiry.  He  then  made  fome  farther  obferwtions  on  the  profmety 
of  granting  the  papers  now  called  for,  and  concluded  with  giving  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  inquiry  ought  not  to  berefufed^  when  the  Na- 
tion was  in  the  Rate  it  was  in,  and  when  Paritament  was  about  to 
be  adjourned.  He  would  a(k  any  man  in  his  fenfes,  if  he  could  ex- 
•pe£t,  in  the  recefs,  a  well^condudkd  profecution  of  the  war,  or  a 
well-nrgoci.itcd  peace? .  He  believed  that  there  were  few  who  could 
form  fuch  an  expe£)ation ;  and,  he  trufted,  that  our  gracious  Sove- 
reign would  not  be  among  the  number. 

Mr.  JONES  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  not 
Anfwered  any  one  qpeftion  which  he  had  propofed  to  him. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  begged  leave  to  ftatc  very  (hortly  his  reafions 
for  voting  for  this  motion,  it  appeared  that  there  had.been  acorw 
vention  between  the  French  and  the  Turks,  wlhch  was  ligncd  oo 
board  one  of  His  Majeily's  (hips.  This  convention  was  afterwards 
fet  aflde  in  confcquence  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Keith.  But  the  dif- 
ficulty was  to  know,  where  the  blame  refted ;  for  Lord  Keith's 
letter  was  written  lixteen  days  before  the  convention  was  figned ; 
the  fad^,  however,  was  clear  that  the  treaty  had  been  broken  by 
Britifh  interference.  He  wifhed  to  know  upon  what  grounds 
Minifters  fcnt  out  an  order  not  to  enter  into  any  treaty  with  the 
French,  but  to  infift  upon  abfolute  fubmiffion.  It  was  faid  upon  a 
former  occafion,  that  it  was  neceflary  to  infift  upon  abfolute  fab- 
fniflion,  in  order  to  give  them  a  leflbn  upon  undertaking  thefe  kind 
of  invalions ;  but  he  believed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  op- 
pofite  to  him  would  be  ff^rry  if  it  was  eftabliihed  as  a  principle  that 
troops  were  never  to  return  that  were  fentjipon  a  fooHlh  expedition. 
There  was  another  fa£t  that  ought  to  be  inquired  into;  and  that 
was,  that  Lord  Keith  (hould  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  write  to 
General  Klcber  before  he  fent  to  Lord  Elgin.  Il  appeared,  that  in 
confcquence  of  the  treaty  having  been  broken  ofF,-Sooo  of  the 
troops  of  our  allies  had  been  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  French  remained 
in  pofTeflion  of  Eg}'pL  If  there  nas  a  negotiation  for  peace,  tho 
French  would  probably  afk  an  indemnity  for  giving  up  Egypt.  He 
admitted  that  it  was  not  right  to  aik  for  papers  tliat  would  give  in- 
formation that  ought  to  be  concealed. 

Mr.  GEORGE  DALLAS  contended,  that  there  was  not  the 
leaft  ground  for  accuting  Minifters  of  violating  the  treaty ;  on  the 
f:ontrary,  when  they  knew  that  it  h^d  been  figned^  they  immedi^tclf 
(j^pt  out  orders  tp  confirtp  it.       . 
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The  firft  motion  was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Jones ;  and  the  Houfe 
then  divided  on  the  fecond— Fpr  the  motion,  3  ;  Againft  it,  33.. 
Majority,  30. 

The  other  xnotions  were  then  negatived  without  a  divifion. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  read'  on  the  bill  for  repealing  the  aft 
of  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  to  prevent  the  combination  of 
workmen,  and  making  other  provifions  in  lieu  thereof,  feveral 
claufes  were  added  to  the  bill  by  way  of  rider ;  the  bill  was  then 
paifed,  ;^nd  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  Lords  by  Colonel  Gaf* 
-covj^e. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which 
was  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  confider  of  the  feveral  accounts  prefcnted  by  the  Eaft-India 
Company. 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe. 

Mr.  DUNDAS. — The  fubjefl  for  the  confidcration  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  the  ftate  of  the  finances  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  duritig 
the  official  years  1798-9  abroad,  and  1799-iSooat  home,  with  the 
cfllmates,  in  both  inOances,  for  the  following  years.  When  the  ftate-  . 
menis  for  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  were  brought  for- 
ward, it  was,  upon  each  occaiion,  particularly  explained,  that  frotn 
accident,  the  invefti^ation  of  this  important  concern,  in  due  coufe, 
had  been  interrupted.     The  material  confcquencc  attachitig  to  the 
prcfervation  of  the  official  periods,  in  a  regular  and  connedied  fuc- 
ceflion,  was  likewife  pointed  out  ;  and  the  profpedi  afibrded,  that 
by  the  receipt  of  the  documents  exped^ed  from  India,  this  branch  of 
the  buiinefs  Would  be  foon  again  placed  in  its  accuftonted  channel. 
A  literal  obedience  to  the  dirc6lions  of  P.irliainent,  in  this  regard, 
is  at  all  times  deiirable ;  but  the  jprodudlion  of  the  accounts  now 
before  the  Committee  is  of  fingular  moment,  from  the  anxiety 
which  muft  naturally  arife,  to  obtaih  fome  difcovery  of  the  ex- 
pences  incurred,  and  the  advantages  to  be  expeded,  from  the  bril- 
liant events  within  the  periods  to  which  they  relate  :  I  have  there- 
fore the  greater  fatisfadtion  in  being  able  to  remark,  that  by  the 
opportune  arrival  of  advices  from  India,  the  order  of  inveftigation 
*  prefcribcd  by  the  afl  is  again  cftablifhed,  with  the  exception  only  of 
the  lapfe  of  a  few  weeks,  which  may  not  be  confidered  material,  as 
the  accounts  are  prefented  within  the  feflion,  according  to  the  dates 
required.     It  is,  howevei',  neceflary  to  premife,  that  as  at  the  pe- 
riods to  which  the  aAual  accounts  abroad  are  made  up,  it  was  inw 
poifible  tp  obtain  exaA  flatetnents  of  the  military  dilburfcments,  in 
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confequence  of  tne  extended  Aations  of  the  jnany  detachments  fioiB 
the  affny  in  the  fieldt  fome  variations  may  be  hereafter  eicpeded« 

As  an  explanation  of  the  nature  of  the  accounts  does  not  ap- 
pear requifice,  t  fliall  only  here  flate,  that  I  have,  according  to  mj 
conflant  pradtice,  entered  upon  a  minute  examination  of  their  ex- 
teniive  detail ;  and  that  it  is  my  intention,  as  on  former  occafiom, 
16  arrange  the  whole  in  the  point  of  >viewy  that  it  ma j  be  rendered 
as  clear  and  intelligible  as  poflible.  To  this  end,  the  foreign  ac- 
counts will  firft  be  attended  to  in  their  order,  fhewing  the  avcr^ 
revenues  of  each  Prefidency,  for  three  years,  compared  with  the 
average  lad  drawn :  the  adual  revenues  and  charges,  compared 
with  the  eflintated  ;  combining  them  in  one  general  refulr,  that  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  three  PreGdencies  may  be  difcovered.  The  fur- 
ther demalnds  for  the  expences  of  fome  other  fettlements,  and  for  the 
intereft  on  the  debts,  will  then  be  fhcwn,  as  alio  the  cCk&  of  the 
produce  of  the  fales  of  imports^  in  order  to  exhibit  the  amount  ap- 
plicable to  the  purpofes  of  commerce.  The  fum  adually  applied 
will  next  be  dated,  and  the  aoKiunt  of  the  cargoes  conGgned  to  Eu- 
rope. The  efligiatts  for  the  next  year  will  be  brought,  in  like 
manncfi  into  a  general  refult ;  afterwards  the  date  of  the  debts  and 
aiTets  compared  with  that  of  the  laft  year.  As  to  the  home  ac- 
counts, the  extent  of  the  trade  will  be  (hewn,  by  the  produce  of  the 
fy\c$  i  the  aSual  receipt  and  expenditure  will  be  examined,  on  a 
comparifon  with  what  was  eftimated :  I  fhall  then  proceed  to  con- 
(ider  the  eftimate  for  the  next  year  ;  likewife  the  debts  and  affeu, 
contrafted  with  thofe  of  the  year  preceding.  The  inveftigation  of 
the  whole  of  the  accounts  will  be  completed,  by  a  general  compa- 
rifon of  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the  debts  and  affels  in.  the  year ; 
from  which  the  principal  obje£t  in  view  will  be  attained,  txfs.  a 
difcovery,  whether  on  the  whole,  the  Company's  concerns  have  im- 
proved or  nor,  during  the  period  in  queftion. 

It  was  fully  my  intention,  as  ftated  to  the  Committee  in  my  laft 
addrcfs  upon  this  futijedt,  to  have  now  entered  comprehenfively  into 
the  conHderation  of  this  great  concern,  in  its  every  relation  ;  but  the 
latcnefs  of  the  arrival  of  the  accounts  from  India,  and  the  incooo* 
plete  flate  of  them,  as  to  the  objedl  particularly  in  view,  oblige  me 
to  defer  it  t'^II  the  next  felTion.  I  (hall  neverthelefs,  upon  the  pre> 
fent  occa(ion,  endeavour  to  afford  every  requi&te  ex[danation  of  tbc 
numerous  variations  which  appear  in  ttie  feveral  accounts,  and  like- 
uife  oifer  a  few  obfcrvations,  ari(mg  from  the  general  vjew  of  the 
Company's  affairs,  in  order  to  lead  to  corred  in{ereoces  oo  their 
ad^ual  fuuation. 
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BENGAL. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  is',  in  the  firft  place,  requeued  to 
the  ftatements  of  the  revenues  and  charges  of  the  feveral  Prefiden- 
cies  in  India.     Thofe  numbered  i,  2»  and  3,  relate  to  Bengal. 

The  three  firft  columns  of  No.  i  contain  the  revenues  of  the 
years  1796-7,  1797-8,  and  1798-9,  which,  on  the  average,  arc 
found  to  amount  to  5,880,087/.  exceeding  the  average  of  1795-6 
to  1797-8  in  tJie  fum  of  153,140/.  This  may,  almoft  exclu- 
fively,  be  Attributed  to  the  increafed  receipts  from  Oude  in  the  two 
laft  years. 

Having  repeatedly  ftated,  as  an  objedlion  to  drawing  an  average 
of  the  charges  in  like  manner  with  the  revenues,  that  during  the 
time  of  war  they  were  fubjed  to  fo  many  and  fo  large  additions,  in- 
cidental to  particular  years  only,  as  to  defeat  the  main  object  of  an 
.  averaged  ftatement,  viz.  the  annual  permanent  expence,  I  have  only 
to  add  my  regret,  that  the  charges  of  the  year  now  to  be  confidered 
tend  further  to  confirm  the  objedtion  :  they  will  be  brought  to  view 
in  the  examination  of  the  account  No.  3,  which  is  a  comparifon  of 
the  revenues  and  charges  of  the  year  1798-9  as  eftimated,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  a<flual  out-run.     In  this  account  an  adjuftment  is 
made  of  the  charges,  fo  that  thofe  really  appertaining  to  the.  year  are 
ftated  with  as  much  accuracy  as  praSicable  on  fo  immenfe  an  Ex- 
penditure. 

The  revenues  were  eftimated  to<  amount  to  6,155,200/.  ;  they 
a'Qually  amounted  to  6,153,615/.  being  below  the  efiimate  in  the 
fum  of  1,585/. 

It  muft  hav'c  been'obfervcd,  on  the  perufal  of  the  account  now 
referred  to,  that  notwithftanding  this  fmall  difl^erence  in  the  refult,  z 
furplus  hasarifen  on  fome  items,  to  the  amount  of  130,322/.  and  a 
deficiency  in  otliers,  exceeding  that  fum  in  the  degree  above  ftated  : 
fome  further  explanation  therefore  appears  requifite. 

The  articles  in  which  the  eftimate  has  been  exceeded  are : 
Mint  Duties f  in  a  trivial  amount. 

Sulfidyfrom  the  Nabob  of  Oude y  23,072/.  The  eftimate  under 
this  head  was  calculated  on  the  receipt  of  a  fum  far  exceeding  the 
annual  fubiidy,  taking  in  the  arrears  of  a  former  year,  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  repairing  fome  forts.  The  latter  having  fallen  confiderably 
(hort  of  what  was  expedled,  the  receipt  has  likewife  been  lefs ;  fo 
that  the  prefent  excefs  arifes  entirely  from  the  payment  of  the  arrears 
being  more  than  double  what  was  reckoned  upon. 

Cujlomsy  2,910/.  This  excefs  is  entirely  occafioned  by  the  im- 
provement in  the  mode  of  colle^ion  of  the  Calcutta  cuftoms,  through 
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the  vigilant  exertions  of  the  prefent  tolleAor.  The  adual  receipt 
In  this  department  exceeded  the  eftimate  lOyOoo/. ;  but  from  the 
deficiency  at  Mangee,  the  general  excefs  was  reduced  to  the  amount 
now  ftated. 

Sale  of  Salt i  78,723/.  The  expectation  from  this  article  was 
fiated  nearly  fix  lacs  above  the  former  efii mates ;  it  has  neverthe- 
Icfs  been  exceeded,  partly  from  the  felling  price  being  greater,  and 
partly  from  a  more  cxtcnfivc  fale  of  Bengal  fait.  The  produce  of 
this  year  has  exceeded  that  of  the  laft  1 40,006/. 

Sale  ofOpiunty  24,704/.  The  reafon  of  the  moderate  fcale  on 
which  the  cfiimate  of  the  produce  of  thcfe  falcs  was  framed,  was 
formerly  fiated.  The  excefs  is  fdtisfaflory,  although  the  *  receipt 
has  not  been  equal  to  that  of  the  laft  year.  The  beneficial  effects 
of  the  new  fyfiem  are  already  apparent,  and  afford  the  profpedl  of 
the  complpte  recftabli(hment  of  this  fource  of  revenue. 

The  articles  in  which  a  deficiency  has  occurred  are  as  follows, 

Poft'sffice  Colle£iionsy  3*^39/.  The  eftimate, in  this  regard,  was 
calculated  at  an*  amount  much  exceeding  any  former  receipt,  from 
the  expedation  of  the  good  eflfe^t  of  a  reform  in  the  department. 
The  deficiency  may  be  attributed  to  the  circumftance  of  the  new 
regulations  not  having  been  acled  upon,  fo  early  in  the  year  as  in* 
fended :  the  colle^ion  has,  neverthelefs,  confiderably  exceeded  that 
of  any  former  year. 

Benares  Revenue,  34,474/.  A  deficiency,  under  this  head,  is 
tinufiial.  A  fmall  part  is  in  the  cuftoms,  vhich  will  ever  be  fluc- 
tuating :  the  whole  of  the  remaining  diflPerencc  was  realized  before 
the  end  of  July. 

Land  Revenue Sy  78,988/.  I  have  agafn  to  regret  a  difappoint* 
ment  in  this  important  branch  of  the  rcfources  This  fmall 
ciiflirencc,  compared  with  the  extcnfive  rental,  might  not  be  con- 
fidered  of  material  cohfequencc,  as  the  colledions  have  only  fallen 
fliort  of  the  amount  realized  in  the  laft  year,  in  about  two  lacs  and 
^  half  of  rupees  :  but  as  the  defalcation  has  been,  on  the  average, 
nearly  to  the  fame  amount  from  the  year  i  795-6,  which  fell  con- 
fiderably  fhort  of  1 794-5,  in  confequence  of  tiic  recovery  of  balances 
in  that  year,  a  ftrict  examination  into  the  caufe  of  the  deficiency 
is  elfenrial ;  and  the  more,  when  the  favourable  terms  on  which 
the  zemindars  and  renters  enjoy  their  lands,  under  the  |)ermanent 
fettlcmcnt,  arc  confidercd.  As  there  is  every  reafon  to  believe  the 
provinces  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  increafing  profperity,  and  ss  the  princi- 
pal advantages  arifin^  from  every  improvement  reft  chiefly  in  the 
^    pdrfons  holding  the  lands,  it  is  very  fair  to  expert  the  rents  to  bcf 
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paid  with  punAuality.  This  fubjtft  has  engaged  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  government ;  and  as  delay  in  payment  has  occurred 
moflly  in  fome  of  the  larger  zemindarries,  occafioned,  in  many  in- 
ftancesy  from  the  want  of  fufficient  power  for  recovering  the  de-* 
mands  upon  the  under  tenants,  regulations  have  been  paflfcd^ 
which  I  trud  will  be  found  fully  fufBcient  to  the  corre£)ion  of  this 
growing  evil.  The  prefcnt  deficiency  is  in  the  jununa  of  the 
current  year ;  but  the  colleAions  in  the  three  following  months, 
upon  the  arrear,  were  confiderable.  The  receipts  on  Syer  and 
Abkarree  xceeded  the  eftimate. 

yudicial  Department ^  Fees,  Ftnesj  He.  were  below  the  eftimate 
I  o>283A  An  exaA  realization  of  a  refource^  in  itfclf  fludluating, 
is  not  to  be  looked  for  \  neither  is  it  thought  delirable  that  it  (hould 
be  greatly  extended,  as  the  inftitution  of  it  was  chiefly  with  the 
view  of  checking  a  fpirit  of  litigation^  too  prevalent  among  the 
natives. 

Stamp  Duties.  The  deficiency  under  this  head,  amounting,  to 
4,924/.  is  to  be  lamentedi  as  the  tax  was  exprefsly  fubftituted  in 
lieu  of  another,  much  more  productive,  which  was'difconrinued  fof 
reafons  given  on  former  occafions.  The  eftimate  was  only  dated 
%t  fralf  the  amount  of  the  original  expedation  ;  meafurcs  are,  how« 
ever,  taken,  that  if  poflible  it  may  be  rendered  more  produ6live. 

The  refources  in  the  year  1798-9  have,  ncverthelcfs,  exceeded 
thofcof  the  preceding  year,  in  the^fum  or370,ooo/. ;  and  as  the 
difappointments  above  noticed  are,  by  no  means,  fuch  as  to  be 
deemed  permanent,  there  is  no  caufe  whatever  for  drawing  unfa- 
vourable inferences  from  them. 

The  charjges  will  be  found  to  be  much  above  the  eftimate. 
When  rhis  fubjefi  was  laft  under  confideratiori  it  was  remarked, 
that  alrhpugh  the  expences  were  rated  below  thofe  of  the  year 
1 797-8,  the  Hate  of  afifairs  was  known  to  be  fuch,  that  an  increafo 
Vas  to  be  expedied. 

The  charge efti mated  to  amount  to  3,95  2,847/.  aflually  amounted 
to  4,124,291/.  ;  exceeding  the  eftimate  by  i-jiy^/^^.  In  a  few 
Inftances,  the  ai^ual  charges  have  fallen  (hort  of  the  eftimate,  to 
the  amount  of  40,506/.  as  follow,  viz. 

Charges  of  the  Rejident's  Office  at  Luchn9w,  10,420/.  partly 
from  the  eftablifhment  having  been  confidcrably  reduced. 

Buildings  and  Fortifications ,  28,876/.  In  fome  particulars,  the 
eftimate,  in  this  inftance,  has  been  exceeded  ;  but  the  difference  is 
principally -jccafioned  by  the  eftimated  advances  for  the  repairs  of 
the  forts  in  the  Vizier's  dominions,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  hav- 
ing been  over-rated.  The  only  remaining  deficiency  of  charge  is 
Vol.  XII.  3  Z 
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in  the  fait  department ;  but  fo  fmall  as  not  to  require  notice.  The 
grofs  amount  in  which  the  adual  charges  have  exceeded  the  efti- 
mate  is  21 1,949/.  The  particular  heads  on  which  an  cxcck  hai 
occurred,  requiring  remark,  arc  as  follow,  viz. 

Mint  Charges,  13,082/.  from  the  loffcs  incuned  by  recoinage 
being  included  in  the  adual  accounts  which  were  not  inth^  eftitnate. 

Charges  of  Benares  Rtjidency,  2,1']  oL  in  the  expence  of  adaw- 
luts  and  in  contingencies. 

Other  Charges  of  the  Civil  Department,  9,252/. ;  in  great  part 
from  the  increafed  expenccs  at  the  courts  of  the  different  princes,  in 
confequencc  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  India,  alfo  of  tcmporarf 
embaflies.  The  charges  attending  the  public  granaries  have  like- 
wife  undergone  fome  increafe. 

Judicial  Charges,  15,762/.  chiefly  in  contingencies  and  the  diet 
of  prifoners. 

Military  Charges.  The  increafe  in  this  refpcft  forms  a  vcrr 
material  part  of  the  whole :  it  amounted  to  1539259/.  and  may 
be  accounted  for  in  the  additional  expence  of  ftores  ahd  contingen- 
cies of  various  dcfcriptions,  arifing  from  the  circumftances  of  the 
war.  The  charges  incurred  on  account  of  His  Majcfty's  troop?, 
like  wife,  exceeded  the  eftimate. 

Revenue  Charges,(),2j^L  in  pcnfions  and  charitable  allowancrs, 
and  a  variety  of  contingencies,  not  ncceffary  to  be  detailed. 

Opium  Advances  and  Charges,  4,995/.  Thcfe  are  ufoallv  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  manufactured  and  fold.  The  eftimattf 
of  the  charges  appears  to  have  been  taken  too  low. 

Stamp  Office  Charges,  2,578/.  The  eftimate  did  not  calcubtc 
on  the  purchafe  of  paper,  which  has  been  again  required  in  this 
year. 

The  net  deficiency  of  the  revenue  amounted  to  1,585/. ;  ani 
the  net  cxcefs  of  the  charge  to  171 ,444/. ;  their  amount  together 
173,029/.  is  the  deficiency  of  adual  net  revenue,  on  a  companTon 
with  the  eflimate.  The  total  of  the  aflual  net  revenue  of  the  Pre- 
/  fidcrtcy  of  Bengal,  in  the  year  1798-9,  wa.«  2,029,324/.  whicfais 
found  to  exceed  the  net  revenue  of  the  preceding  year  in  the  fumof 

«78,243/- 

Estimates,  1799-1800. 

Thcprofpedls  of  the  year  1 799-1 800  will  be  found  to  vary 
but  little  in  the  aggregate  from  the  adual  out-turn  of  the  prccedingj 
year.  » 

The  revenues  are  eftimated  to  amouot  to  6,196,733/.  andtF4 
charges  to  4)  15 79553/-;  making  a  net  eftimated  revenue  t( 
2,039,180/. 
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On  a  n^inute  examination  of  the  particulars  of  thefe  eftimates  it 
appears,  that  they  are  dated  at  amounts  which  feem  to  be  fuggeOcd 
from  the  then  (ituation  of  affairs.  The  revenues  on  the  experience 
of  the  paft  .years,  and  the  charges  acconimodatcd  to  every  probable 
circumftance,  as  far  as  could  be  forefccn :  but  notwithftanding  the 
revenues  are  taken  at  only  43,1^18/.  and  the  charges  at  only 
33,262/.  more  than  by  the  adiual  accounts  of  the  lad  year;  they, 
in  many  inltances,  are  found  to  vary  in  a  much  larger  amount,  . 
In  the  revenues,  more  is  expc<Scd  from  Benares,  by  57rio5/. ; 
alfo  from  the  land  revenues  by  85,473/.  in  confequeoce  of  the 
arrears  of  Uft  year  being  likely  to  be  recovered  in  this.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  lefs  receipt  is  dated  from  the  Vizier,  by  13,092/.. 
The  extra  receipts  from  the  Vizier  in  the  lad  year,  hswe  been  be- 
fore brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee.  Although  thofe  of 
the  prefent  are  neither  of  the  dcfcription,  npr  quite  to  the  amount 
then  dated,  they  are  dill  confiderable,  from  his  highnefs  having 
agreed  to  pay  the  expence  of  troops,  which  it  was  found  neceflfary. 
to  dation  in  his  dominions,  beyond  the  number  dipulaced  in  the 
treaty  with  him.  The  receipt  on  the  faks  oi  fait  is  dated  at  cXt 
a<5lly  the  fame  amount  as  eftimated  for  the  lad  year.  The  excefs 
upon  that  occadon,  and  the  fales  already  known  to  hgve  takea 
place^  warrant  the  expedlarion,  that  the  edimate  will  be  more  than 
realized.  The  Jak  of  opium  is  taken  at  71300/.  lefs  ;  but  late  ad- 
vices mention,  that  the  revival  of  this  trade  has  been  rapid,  and  the 
fales  produ(£live  beyond  former  example,  as  to  price ;  a  confider- 
able  excefs  may  therefore  be  looked  for  under  this  head. 
'  As  to  the  charges,  under  mod  of  the  heads  a  lefs  expence  is  likely 
to  be  incurred  ;  although  their  amount,  on  the  whole,  is  expe6tcd 
to  be  greater  than  the  lad  year,  from  the  increafe  in  the  military 
department^  and  in  buildings  zndi  fortifications.  In  the  fird,  56,933/* 
from  the  increafe  in  the  native  edablithments  (in  great  part  for  the 
fervicc  of  Oude),  and  from  contingencies.  In  the  lad,  56,716/. 
from  the  additions  and  repairs  required  for  the  forts  and  other 
buildings.  A  fmall  addition  is  expeded  in  the  charges  on  the 
cudoms  ;  alfo  in  the  advances  and  charges  on  account  of  opium  ;  in 
the  latter  indance  amounting  to  5)7 93A  which  will  be  accounted 
for  in  the  receipts. 

The  whole  of  the  othtr  heads  of  charge  are  cdinjated  at  a  leli  « 
amount.  The  mintzx  17,000/.  principally  from  the  lofles  on  re- 
coinage,  in  the  ad^ual  accounts  of  lad  year,  not  reckoned  upon  in 
the  prefent.  Benares  Refidency^  6,810/.  the  edablidiment  of  the 
adawluts  at  Ghazepore  being  aboliflicd.  The  other  charges  of  the 
civil  department^  20^044/.     The  civil  chargesj  in  general,  are 

3  Za 
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flatedat  a  lefs  airiount^  by  4.51830/.  from  thecaufes  above-mco- 
tionedy  and  from  the  eflcAs  of  retrenchments  made  by  the  govern- 
tnent.  Froni  the  latter  circumftancey  a  reduAion  is  lcx>kcd  for  in 
the  judicial  and  revenue  expences.  The  advances  and  charges  In 
the /alt  department,  depending  on  the  quantity  manufa£lured>  tbt 
apparent  diminution  requires  no  farther  remarlc.  The  charges  <rf 
the  Jlamp'office  appear  to  be  taken  according  to  the  eflablrihment ; 
the  difference  arifes  from  the  purchafe  of  paper  lad  year,  not  flatd 
in  this.  The  refult  of  the  comparifon  is,  the-  net  revenue,  efti- 
mated  to  be  remaining  in  the  year  1799-1800,  exceeds  that  in  the 
preceding  year  by  9,856/. 

Although  the  war  was  favourably  concluded  at  the  time  cf 
lorming  the  eftimate,  I  am  unwilling  to  hazard  an  opinion  with 
refjpe£i:  to  the  charges ;  but  as  to  the  revenues,'  I  have  fanguinc 
hopes,  that  the  eiltmated  accounts  will  be  exceeded,  and  confe- 
quently  no  fear  need  be  entertained  of  the  net  revenue  being  full; 
realized. 

MADRAS. 

The  accounts  to  be  next  confidcred  are  thofe  of  the  Prcfidency 
of  Madras,  numbered  4,  5,  and  6.  tn  order  to  afcertain  the  ave- 
rage of  the  revenues,  during  the  three  years  1796-7  to  1798-9, 
it  will  be  neccffary  to  refer  to  the  three  firft  columns  of  No.  4. 
Frgm  this  it  will  appear,  that  excluding  the  revenues  of  Ceylon,  as 
in  the  laft  view  of  this  fubjefl,  the  average  turns  out  to  ht 
1,87  1,452/.  exceeding  that  on  the  accounts  drawn  one  year  back, 
by  46,699/.  principally  from  the  increafed  amount  of  the  fubfiJy 
from  the  Nizam.  The  coliedlions  of  the  land  revenues  were  more 
favourable  in  the  laft  year  of  the  account  than  the  preceding.  The 
average  was,  however,  lefs  than  that  one  year  back  ;  but  it  is  more 
than  counterbalanced,  by  tl^e  improvement  in  the  produce  from  the 
ceded  countries. 

As  the  fluduation  in  the  charges  of  this  Prefidency  is  much 
greater  than  at  Bengal,  the  rcafon  for  omitting  an  average  of  them 
applies  with  greater  force  j  I  therefore  proceed  to  the  comparifon 
of  the  revenues  and  charges,  as  eftimated,  and  according  to  the 
^ual  accounts.  This  is  ftated  in  the  account  No.  6.  The  re- 
venues were  cflimated  to  amount  to  2,1 18,734/.  Their  afiual 
amount   was    2,109,220/. ;    being  lefs  than   the  eftimate  b/ 

This  difference  may  be  really  termed  fmall,  when  the  accounts 
of  latt  year  are  taken  into  conflderation.  On  that  occafion,  the 
deBciency  amounted  to  400,000/.  Variations,  neverthdefs,  occoff 
4>alancing  each  other  i^idiin  th^  amount  now  flatcd. 


July  13-]  DEBATES..  j4.l 

The  furplus  beyon;]  the  cftimatcd  receipt  was  S49512/.  and 
the  deficiency  below  94^026/.     On  the  former,  few  obfervations 
arc  requifite.     The  receipts  in  the  poft-office^  or  on  the  cufltms^  be*' 
ing  neceflarily  fluduating,  it  is  difficult  to  eftimate  them  accurately. 
The  exQ^fs  is  fatisfadlory,  as  in  the  latter  cafe,  particularly,  they 
exhibit  an  increaiing  trade.     The  payment  of  xhtfubjidj  from  the 
Nizam  beyond  the  fum  cAi  mated,  is  a  proof  of  the  punduality  of 
his  highnefs  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  ftipulations  of  his  treaty.    The 
greated.  excefs  is  in   the  revenues  from  the  ceded  countries ;    it 
amounted  to  38,856/.  and  is  a  (ignal  difplay  of  ability  and  atten* 
tion  in  the  management  of  the  colledions.    It  is  by  far  the  largeft 
amount  ever  produced,  and  exceeds  the  average  of  the  three  pre- 
ceding years  more  than  a  lac  of  pagodas.     As  the  revenues  of  Cejlm 
continued  under  the  managcment'of  the  Company  only  a  part  of  the 
year,  it  may  not  be  neceflfary  here  to  notice  the  excefs  in  the  col- 
leflions. 

Of  the  deficient  receipts,  one  article  only  calls  for  particular  re* 
mark  ;  the  collection  of  the  land  revenues  :  it  fell  fhort  of  the  eOi- 
mate,  76,452/.  When  the  edimate  was  under  confideration,  the 
laigenefs  of  the  amount  was  adverted  to,  and  great  hopes  were  ex- 
preiTed,  from  the  talents  and  afliduity  of  the  oolledors.  Having 
examined  minutely  into  the  caufes  of  the  defalcation,  I  have 
great  fatisfadion  in  the  difcovery,  that  this  branch  of  the  fervice 
has,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  been  condudted  in  a  way  highly  ore* 
ditable  to  nK>(l  of  the  perfons  engaged  in  it,,  and  that  the  difappoint* 
ment  has  chiefly  arifen  from  circumftances  againft  which  no  efibrt 
of  human  exertion  could  provide.  A  moft  extraordinary  draught 
in  the  Jaghire  and  in  the  fouthem  countries,  rendered  it  necefiary 
Co  iiTue  orders  for  retaining  on  hand  a  quantity  of  grain  to  the  north- 
ward, for  the  ufe  of  the  Prefidency,  during  the  fcarcity.  The 
tfk&.  has  been,  the  culledions  frara  the  Jaghii^  were  more  than  a 
lac  below  the  eflimate,  and  thofe  from  the  Circars  in  nearly  the 
fum  remaining  to  be  accounted  for. 

A  very  confiderable  excefs  in  the  eftimated  charges  of  this  Preli* 
dency  was  fully  expedted,  when  this  fubjed)  was  laft  under  caonfider- 
lation.  The  fituation  of  affairs,  in  confequence  of  the  war,  was 
then  in  view  ;  the  fequel  has  proved  the  conjediure  well  founded. 
The  charges,  eilimated  to  amount  to  2,857,519/.  adlually 
amounted  to  3i543>686/,  being  an  incrcafe  of  686,167/.  The 
grofs  excefs  was  796,569/.  Of  this  649,914/.  were  in  the  ex- 
pencesofthe  military  department^  for  which  the  only  explanation  to 
be  expedled  is,  the  neccflity  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  energetic  ex- 
txtxoni^  in  proportion  to  the  obje£k  contended  for :  of  courfe,  all 
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|>i;^dicable  addition  to  the  force  was  cflentially  requUitey  as  well 
as  the  provifion  of  adequate  fupplies  in  every  department.  The 
fuccefs  has  fully  jufliiied  the  propriety  of  the  mcafures  iuiopced,  and 
will  eventually  compcnfate  for  the  extraordinary  di(burfemenr. 

The  dvil  charges  exceeded  the  enimate  42,809/.  principally 
from  the  lolfes  incurred  hy  exchange,  and  on  the  coinage  of  (jpccie. 

The  only  article  to  be  attended  to,  in  which  the  charges  have 
fallen  (hort  of  the  efttmate,  is  in  the  revenue  deparfmen/  ;  the 
amount  is  1 3,762/.'  This  is  not  from  a  redu<9ion  of  the  expence 
attending  the  coUeAions  ;  but  in  the  balance  of  advances  for  culti- 
vation, on  which,  although  a  larger  fum  was  advanced  than  citi* 
mated,  the  rcpaynient  was  fo  confiderable  as  to  make  the  difieience 
now  dated.  Adding  the  deficiency  of  revenues  9,514/.  to  the 
excels  of  the  charges,  686,167/.  the  excefs  of  charge,  beyond 
the  amount  eftimared,  is  695,681/.  and  the  furplus  in  the  a^ual 
charges  of  the  year  1798-9  is  1,434,466/.  which  is  more  than 
the  furplus  charge  of  the  preceding  year,  by  857,642/.  almoft  ex- 
clufively,  in  cunllquence  of  the  expences  of  the  war. 

Estimates,  1799-1800. 

The  profpefls  of  this  Prefidency,  in  the  year  1799-1800,  al- 
though the  great  ratio  of  expence  was  neceffarily  carried  feme 
months  forward,  will,  by  the  happy  termination  of  the  war,  be 
found  to  exhibit  a  much  more  favourable  appearance  in  every 
refpcft. 

The  revenues,  by  the  account  No.  4,  arc  efti  mated  to  amount 
to  2,507,594/.  and  the  charges,  by  No.  5,  to  2,7^9,250/.  ;  be- 
ing a  net  charge  of  231,636/. 

The  acccflion  of  revenue  is  confiderable ;  nearly  400,000/. 
The  grofs  additional  rcfource,  ef^imated  for  this  year,  amounts  to 
536,821/.  Of  this  410,324/.  is  that  derivable  from  the  con- 
quered  countries^  and  from  the  fubjidy  from  Myjore  for  part  of  the 
year  ;  and  upwards  of  two  lacs  of  pagodas  from  the  Jubfidy  from 
the  Nizam^  this  being  taken  for  the  whole  year.  The  additional 
receipt  from  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  arifcs  from  an  e^fpeded  recovery 
of  balances  from  the  Poligar  countries.  The  receipts  from  the 
land  revenues  are  cfti mated  at  12,684/.  ;  and  from  farms  and  /?- 
cences  7,155/.  more.  Of  the  refourccs,  which  are  expefted  to  be 
Icfs  than  in  the  laft  j'car,  the  greatcft  amount  is  in  the  revenues  of 
Ceylon  70,032/.,  the  caufe  of  which  has  already  been  explained. 
The  receipt  from  Tanj-jre  is  expedied  to  be  lefs  by  24,316/.  a 
fmaller  fum  being  eftimatcd  for  the  revenues  of  the  country.  The 
revenues  from  the  ceded  countries  are  dated  at  a  lefs  amount,  by 
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361 1 54/.  partly  firom  a  caution  in  calculating  on  fo  large  a  receipt 
as  la{^  year.  ' 

The  reduflion  of  expcncc  is  double  the  amount  ftatcd  as  the  ex** 
pcfted  acccffion  of  revenue,  notwithftanding  the  field  and  other 
cftabliftiments,  confequcnt  to  the  war,  were  of  neceflity  continued 
fome  months  after  hoRilitics  had  ended.  The  charges,  in  general^ 
are  taken  at  a  lefs  amount  'than  thofe  incurred  the  laft  year,  by 
804,455/.  The  grofs  diminution  of  charge  is  9 1 0,088/.  The 
principal  part  of  this  fum  is  in  the  military  department^  the  difference 
being  866,532/.  ^\\t  civil  charges  are  eftimated  Icfsby  24,686/. 
and  the  revenue  by  6,815/.  from  contingencies  in  the  laft  year, 
not  looked  for  in  the  prefent.  No  remark  on  the  fmallcr  expences 
on  account  of  Ceylon  is  ncceffary,  nor  on  the  few  heads  on  which  an 
cxcefs  of  expence  is  reckoned  upon,  to  a  fmall  amount.  The  fum 
cftimatcd  for  charges  2ir\d  Jiipends  in  Myfore,  96,196/.  will  be  more 
particularly  explained,  when  tlie  a6^ual  accounts  of  the  year  arc 
brought  forward.  On  the  whole,  the  net  charge  of  this  I:^refidency 
is  eltimated  to  be  lefs  in  the  year  1799-1800  than  in  t!\e  preced- 
ing year,  by  1,202,830/.  refpefling  which  it  may  be  obfcrved, 
that  as  fome  difappointment  may  be  expcdlcd  in  the  Circar  reve- 
nues, and  as  it  is  impoflible  to  calcalate  with  precifion  on  expences 
at  the  end,  or  winding  up  of  a  war,  it  is  not  fafc  to  hazard  an  opi- 
nion of  the  complete  realization  of  the  eftimaic  ;  although  there  ii 
at  prefent  no  ground  for  apprehending  any  confidcrablc  difference. 

BOMBAY. 

^  The  revenues  and  chaises  of  the  Prcfidency  of  Bombay  are  dated 
in  the  accounts  No.  7,8,  and  9.  The  average  amount  of  the  re- 
venues, calculated  on  the  three  years  1796-7  to  1798-9,  \a 
342,904/.  which  exceeds  the  average  on  the  three  years  1795-6 
to  1797-8,  32,330/.  As  a  great  part  of  this  increafe  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  realixation  of  a  fubfidy  payable  from  Travencore, 
which  appears  dnly  in  the  two  laft  yearSf.  it  may  perhaps  afford  a 
more  corredt  view  of  the  proper  rcfourCe  of  the  Prcfiili  ncy,  if  an 
average  is  (hewn,  excluding  that  article.  On  this  ptinciple  it  is 
found,  that  the  average  of  the  laft  three  years  exceeds  that  of  the 
accounts  one  year  back  by  18,025/.  which arilesiipdm  the  tncrcafed 
produce  of  the  cuftoms,  farms,  and  licences. 

To  purfue  the  plan  adopted  with  the  accounts  of  the  other  Preii* 
dencies,  the  comparifon  of  the  revenues  and  charges  in  the  year 
1798-9,  as  eftimated,  and  according  to  the  adtual  accounts,  will 
be  next  for  examination.  For  this  purpofe,  it  is  ncceffary  to  refer 
to  the  account  No.  9.     The  revenues  were  eftimated  to  amount 
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Id  352,431/.  their  adual  amount  was  3741586/.  being  more  than 
cfiiniated  22,155/. 

The  only  deficient  receipt  ip  this  year  is  from  the  hutd  reveniust 
to  the  amount  of  4,208/.  The  eftimate  was  probably  rated  too 
high,  from  the  expedation  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  plans  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  ifland  of  Salfette,  as  it  appears  the  principal  part 
of  the  dilFerence  is  in  the  collefiions  of  that  ifland. 

The  colledion  of  cufioms  had  again,  in  this  year,  been  very  pro- 
ductive. The  eftimate  was,  with  proper  caution,  calculated  at  an 
amount  rather  below  the  aAual  pnxiuce  of  the  preceding  year,  which 
wasTapidly  increafed.  The  excefs  amounts  to  5,267/.  The  cx- 
cefson  the  farms  and  licenjesy  amounting  to  8,690/.  may  be  partly 
attributed  to  their  having  been  difpofed  of  on  more  advantageous 
terms  ;  but  moftly  to  the  recovery  of  arrears,  in  confequence  of  a 
decree  of  the  Mayor's  Court. 

In  the  revenues  of  the  ceded  countries^  the  eftimate  has  been  ex- 
ceeded in  the  fum  of  1 2,405/.     When  the  accounts  of  laft  year 
were  under  conlideration,  it  was  remarked,  that  the  fmall  receipt, 
compared  with  the  eftimate,  arofe  from  the  dtflurbanccs  in  the  Ma- 
labar province,*  and  other  caufcs,  and  that  the  difference  might  be 
rather  coniidercd  a  delay  of  payment,   than  a  lofs  of  revenue:  a 
larger  fum  was  therefore  reckoned  upon  in  the  eftimate  of  the  pre- 
fent  year  as  a  recovery  of  balances.     On  a  near  infped^ion  of  the 
accoimts  it  appears,  that  more  than  double  the  amount  fo  eftimatcd 
has  been  realized,  while  the  collcAions  on  the  current  jumma  have 
fallen  fhort   16,875/.     This  may,  in  part,  be  attributed  to  the 
greater  payment  above  noticed,  and  in  part,  to  the  laft  kift  of  the 
year  of  account  falling  due  at  the  clofe  of  that  year  :  but  one  lac 
ipay  be  confidered  as  facrificed  or  loft,  in  confequence  of  the  irrqgu- 
larity  of  the  Zamorin  in  his  payments,  which  induced  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  the  management  of  the  collediions  under  their  own 
immediate  fuperintendance.     This  lofs  will  be  more  than  compen- 
fated  by  the  fyftem  now  introduced,  which  has  proved  uncommonly 
fuccefsful  in  the  realization  of  the  revenue.     The  charges,  eftimated 
toamquntto  1,002,821/.  adhially  amounted   jl, 270,622/.  being 
more  than  eftimated  267,801/. 

From  the  remarks  made  when  the  cftimate  was  under  examina- 
tion, a  confiderable  increafe  was  to  be  exped^ed.  It  appears  that 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  additional  actual  expence  has  arifen  from 
the  circumftance  then  alluded  to.  The  grofs  excefs  of  charge 
an[U)unted  to  287,900/.  ;  while  the  amount  in  which  the  adual 
charges  fell  (hort  of  the  eftimate  was  only  20,099/.  m  buildings  and 
fortifications,  whiclx  were  deferred,  from  the  extenfive  demand  of 
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funds  for  other  purpofes.  Of  the  fum  in  which  the  eftimate  was 
exceeded,  237,816/.  Vf ere  in  the  mtHtary  charges,  arifing  entirely 
from  the  war  expences  not  included  in  the  eftimate.  The  additi* 
onal  amount  of  ctvil  charges  was  31,104/.  and  was  principally 
occaHoncd  by  fevcral  extraordinary  deputations,  &c.  in  conncflion 
with  the  war.  The  increafed  marine  expences  may  be  attributed  to 
the  fame  caufc  as  the  military.  The  excefs  in  the  expence  of  the 
colleSfim  of  the  revenues  and  cujioms  is  chiefly  in  the  new  arrange- 
ment in  the  ifland  of  Salfette  ;  and  the  charges  ofcolkSfion  in  the 
ceded  eountries,  from  an  increafe  in  penfions,  and  from  the  chaises 
attending  the  cuftonis  in  thofe  diftri£ts,  being  inferted  in  the  adlual 
accounts,  but  not  m  the  cflimate.  Dcdu£\ing  the  furplus  in  the 
revenues,  amounting  to  22,155/.  from  the  excefs  of  the  charges^ 
which  is  267,801/*  the  net  furplus  charge  is  245,646/.  and  the 
iTurplus  of  the  adVual  charge  of  this  Prefidency  is  896,036/.  which 
exceeds  the  furplus  charge  of  the  year  1797-8  by  294,304/. 

Estimates,  1799-1800. 

The  revenues  and  charges  of  this  Prefidency,  as  eftimated  for 
the.  year  1 799-1 800,  are  ftated  in  the  laft  columns  of  the  ac- 
counts No.  7  and  8.  The  revenues  are  eilimated  to  produce 
368,366/.  and  the  charges  arq  1,450,476/.  being  an  excef^  of 
charge  by  1,08  2, 1 1  o/. 

The  revenues  are  cpcpeded  tp  be  lefs  than  in  the  lad  year  by 
6,220/.  A.  fmaller  amount  is  ftated  under  the  revenues  and  cuJiom% 
but  a  greater  under  the  revenues  from  the  ceded  coun/ries,  panly  in 
the  current  jumma,  and  partly  in  the  arrears,  from  the  profpe^^  of 
more  pundtual  payment  of  the  rents,  in  confcquence  of  many  of 
the  diftrids  being  under  the  immediate  management  of  the  Com- 
pany's fcrvants. 

The  immenfe  amount  at  which  the  charges  are  eftimated,  arife$ 
from  the  calculation  of  the  military  expences  being  made  on  the  fup- 
po(ition,  that  the  army  might  continue  in  the  field  during  the  whole 
qi  the  ypar,  Ttte  increafe,  on  this  account,  is  161,108/.  The 
marine  expences  are  likewife  ftated  at  a  greater  amount,  on  the  ex- 
peflation  of  a  larger  confumption  of  ftores,  and  that  the  charge  in- 
curred by  the  war  vould  continue  :  the  buildings  and  fortifications 
alfo,  from  the  profpefit  of  carrying  into  cfFe£k  what  was  deferred  laft 
year. 

The  revenue  charge Sf  and  the  charges  in  the  ceded  countries ^  arc 
both  expcflcd  to  be  lefs*  On  the  whole,  the  excefs  of  the  charge 
is  edimated  at  1 791854/,  and  the  net  charge  now  ^(Umated  is  ex- 
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pcfied  to  be  more  than  the  net  charge  of  the  year  1798-9  in  the 
fum  of  186,074/. 

From  the  expeded  great  redudlion  of  the  Madras  expenccs,  in 
confequcnce  of  the  difcontinuance  of  the  war  eftablifliments,  it  may 
be  hoped,  that  as  the  militaty  expcnces  of  this  Prefidency  arc  cal- 
culated art  a  war  eftablilhment  for  the  whole  year,  the  ch&iges  will 
not  equal  the  eftimate  ;  and  that,  as  there  is  every  profped  of  the 
realization  of  the  receipts,  the  furplus  charge  will  ultimately  fail 
below  the  amount  here  dated. 

BENCOOLEN,  PfNANG,  &c. 

The  further  demand  upon  the  revenues  of  India  for  the  er- 
pences  of  the  Refidency  of  Fort  Marlbro'  and  the  fettlements  fub- 
ordinate,  alfo  of  the  efiablifliment  at  Pinang  and  St.  Helena,  wiQ 
next  be  (tated.  As  more  immediate  dependencies  upon  Bengal,  the 
grofs  fupply  is  ufually  taken  as  the  charge.  The  revenues  and 
expcnces  at  Marlbro'  will,  however,  as  formerly,  be  firft  fliewn,  as 
Hated  in  the  account  No.  10  (a). 

On  the  average  of  three  years,    1796-1797   to   1798-9  10- 
clufive,  the  revenues   amounted  to  59539/.  and  the  charges  to 
113,214/.  being  a  net  charge  of  107,675/.     The  net  charge, 
according  to  this  average,  is  rather  under  the  eftimate  for  the  year 
1798-9,  but  it  exceeds  the  average  laif  drawn.     The  expcnces  of 
the  RcHdency  in   1798-9,  although  below  the  eftimate,  exceeded 
that  of  the  year  preceding.    The  increafe  of  the  expcnces  from  year 
to  year  was  gradual  till  the  year  1797-8.     The  occafion  was  ch- 
plained  to  the  Committee  :  and  it  was  hoped,  that  the  additional 
charge  in  that  year  might,  in  part,  have  been  cafual.     A  further 
increafe,  however,  appears  in  1798-9.     As  it  is  far  from  the  in- 
tention of  the  Company  to  maintain  the  fettlemeht  at  fo  great  a 
charge,  meafures  have  been  taken  to  reftrain  it,  if  pofiible,  within 
due  bounds.     The  net  expence  for  the  next  year  is  eftimaced  at 
84,187. 

The  fupply  from  Bengal  to  thefc  feveral  fettlements,  as  above 
adverted  to,  was  eftimated  to  amount,  in  the  year  1798-9,  to 
117,160/.  the  adtual  amount  was  by  No.  1^4  120^668,  being 
linore  than  the  eftimate  3,508/.  When  the  eftimated  fupply  was 
brought  to  fhe  view  of  the  Committee,  the  idea  was  held  out  of  its 
being  too  low.  This  fmall  excefs  fcarce  requires  notice  ;  and  it 
only  remains  to  be  added,  tliat  whatever  further  affiftance  the  Re- 
fidency  of  Marlbro'  needed  for  the  provifion  of  the  inveftment,  was 
pbtained  by  fupplies  from  Europe.  The  fupplies  eftimated  for  the 
year  1 799-1 800,  by  No.  12,  amount  to  100,920/.     The  part 
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intencfed  for  Marlbro'  is  lefs  than  in  former  years,  probably  from 
the  proipcdl  ot  a  leduflion  of  the  expences. 

GENERAL  VIEW- 

The  general  rcfult  of  the  revenues  and  charges  of  the  feveral  Prc- 
fidenctesin  India,  in  the  year  1798-9,  is  as  follows)  viz. 

Revenaes  of  Bengal  by  No.  3, £6^153,6X5 

Madras 6, e,l09,220 

Bombay 9, 374,586' 

Total  revenues -«*^8,637,421 

Charges  of  Bengal  by  No.  3, 4,124,291 

Madras 6, 8,543,686 

Bombay 9, 1,270,622 

Total  charges -• : 8,988,599 

Net  charge  of  the  three  Prcfidencies 301,178 

Add — Supplies  from  Bengal  to  Bencoolen,  &c.  as  before  / 

ftated,  by  No.  18, 120,668 

Total 421,846 

Add  further — The  intereft  paid  on  the  debts 

At  Bengal,  by  No.  18, £50q,()00 

Madras 19, r . i6o,488 

Bombay 20, 57, 1 07 

Total  intereft  paid  on  debts  727,495 

The  total :.. i>l49,S4i 

« is  the  deficiency  from  the  territorial  revenues.  From  which 
is  to  be  deduced  the  amount  produced  from  the  fales  of  the 
imports  from  Europe,  as  by  the  account  No.  15, -642,941 

The  difierence 6o6,400 

is  the  amount  in  which  the  charges  incurred  at  the  feveral  Prefidencies, 
and  the  intereft  paid  on  the  debts,  have  exceeded  the  refources  from  the 
territorial  and  other  revenues,  and  from  the  fales  of  imports. 

To  fupply  this  deficiency,  and  to  provide  funds  for  the  payment 
of  the  commercial  charges,  and  for  the  provifion  of  inveftments  to 
Europe,  was  a  fubjedt  of  no  fmall  embarraffment  to  the  Govern- 
ments in  India.  I  will  here  fiate  the  amount  advanced  on  thefe 
accounts.  • 

The  advances  made  for  the  Indian  inveflment,  and  in  aid  of 
that  at  Canton,  with  the  charges  on  the  commerce  of  the  feveral 
Prcfidencies,  in  the  year  1798-9,  were  as  follows,  viz. 

In  Bengal,  by  No.  1 8. 
Charges  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at  the  PreCdency  and 

fadories j^  94,038 

Advances  for  the  inveftment,  with  commiflion . .     633,647 

727>685 
4A  2 
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Add — ^Supplies  to Cuiton . . . .' ^C ^^d»999 

Total  Bengal »77,W4 

At  Madras,  by  No.  ig. 
Chafgety     allowances^  &c.  in    the    commercial 

department , flO,720 

Advances  for  the  inveftment^  with  charges Sd7>l40 

297i860 

Add — Supply  to  Canton 1 06,097 

Total  Madras 403,g57 

At  Bombay,  by  No.  26. 

Salaries,  Sec.  in  the  commercial  department 44,459 

Advances  for  the  inveftment «.  . .  142,7 19 


187,172 

Add — Supply  to  Canton '. 1^966 

Total  Bombay   ■  189^139 

At  Bencoolen,  by  No.  22. 
Cargoes S6,343 

Total  advances  for  the  commerce  and  charges £^9^^79 1 24 

The  advances  are  350,000/.  lefs  than  what  Wer6  eidimated. 
The  uncertainty,  in  this  regard,  was  mentioned  when  I  laft  ad- 
drelTed  the  Committee.  Indeed  it  was  then  doubtful,  whether  fo 
]at]ge  a  flint  as  that  now  ftated  would  be  applied  ;  but  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  nothing  but  extenfive  relief  from  Europe,  or  great  affift- 
ance  from  loans,  could  fupply  the  deficiency  in  the  current  demands 
of  the  year,  and  enable  the  Governments  to  continue  their  attention 
fo  the  provifion  of  inveftments.  By  far  the  greateft  aid  has  been 
derived  from  loans,  which  will  appear  in  the  ilncreafe  of  debts,  to  be 
hereafter  noticed.  The  afllftance  from  Europe  has  likewife  been 
confidcrable.  The  cargoes  adually  (hipped,  including  the  charges 
not  added  to  the  invoices,  by  No.  22,  amounted  to  1,224,504/. 
which,  excluding  the  fupply  tp  China,  differs  but  in  a  fmall  fum 
from  the  advances. 

The  general  refult  of  the  cftimates  for  the  year  1799-1800  is 
as  follows,  viz. 

Revenues  of  Bengal,  by  No.  l, ^6j  19^,733 

Madras 4, 2,507,594 

1  Bombay 7, 368,366 

j  Total  revenues ^^9,072,693 

Charges  of  Bengal,  by  No.  2, 4,157,553 

Madras 5, 2,739,230 

Bombay  . .  , . .    8, 1,450,476 

Total  charges —     8,347*259 

11 
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•^et  cftimated  revenue  of  the  three  Prcfidencies ....'...,..      / 725,434 
DcdoA — Supplies  from  Bengal  to  Bencoolen,  by  No.  11,         1 00,920 


•« 


The  remainder 624,5 14 

IS  to  be  deduced  from  the  intereft  payable  on  the  debts,  by 

No.  16, i 9l5,e«7 

The  eflimated  deficiency  from  the  territori^  revenues  will 

then  appear  to  amount  to    291,173 

and  dedudedfrom  the  amount  to  be  received  from  the  fale  of 

imports  by  No.  26, 624,727 

The  difference j^33S,554 

is  the  fum  expelled,  in  this  view,  to  be  applicable  to  the  purpofet  of  com* 
merce,  in  the  year  1799- 1 800.  The  inveftments,  in  the  laft  year,  were 
much  reduced,  in  confequence  of  the  war.  In  the  prefent  year,  it  appears^ 
that  the  Governments  have  conftderably  extended  them ;  and  the  ad- 
vances,  including  a  fupply  to  Canton,  of  224,378/.  are  eiHmated  to 
amount  to  2,S30,0t)0/. 

DEBTS  IN  INDIA, 

The  accumulated  demands  upon  the  feveral  treafurics  in  India 
for  the  vigoTOUB  profecution  of  the  war,  and  the  attention  which  it 
was  thought  necefiary,  at  the  fame  time,  to  pay  to  the  provifion  of 
inveftments,  rendered  it  necefiary  to  have  recouKe  to  loans  in  an 
exten(ive<legree.  The  efFe6t  on  a  comparifon  with  the  accounts  of 
the  laftyear,  is  as  fellows,  viz.  In  April  1798,  the  amount  of  the 
debts  was  11,032,645/.;  in  April  I799»  by  No.  16,  it  was 
z  2,995,526/. ;  being  an  increafe  of  1,962,881/. 

The  amount  fubfcribed  to  the  remittance,  under  the  orders  of  June 
1793,  was,  by  the  account  No.  17,  274,5 1 6/.  which  is  dill  lefs  than 
Ihc  fubfcriptions  in  the  laft*  year,  from  the  caufes  which  were  then 
dated  to  obftrudl  the  operation  of  the  plan  laid  down  for  the  Itqui-^ 
dation  of  the  Indian  debt.  The  inftitution  of  a  finking  fund  by 
the  Bengal  Government,  may  likewife  be  fuppofed  to  have  inter- 
fered with  this  arrangement.  In  April  1798,  the  debt  bearing 
intereft  amounted  to  8,933,648/.  ;  in  April  I799f  by  No.  16, 
the  amount  was  10,190,528/.;  makingan  increafe  of  1,256,880/. 
The  annual  intereft  payable  on  the  debt  laft  year  was  758,135/. ; 
the  annual  intereft  on  the  prefent  debt,  by  No.  16,  is  915,687/. 
Increafe  of  intereft,  1579552/.  The  fame  rate  of  exchange  is 
ufed  as  on  former  occaiions. 

ASSETS  IN  INDIA. 

The  value  of  the  aflfcts  in  India,  confifting  of  ca(h,  goods,  ftores, 
&c.  and  of  debts  owing  to  the  Company,  calculated  at  the  like,  rate 
of  exchange  as  the  debts,  amounted,  on  the  30th  April  1798,  to 
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9,922,903/.  on  the  30th  April  17999  by  No.  13,  it  amoumfi 
to  10,259,107/.  (hevingy  in  the  value  of  afletSj  an  incrcaTj  r 
336,204/.  In  this  year,  an  increafe  appears  in  every  item,  withth 
exception  of  that  of  the  ftorcs,  which  is  iefs  by  1 75,000/.  mhich  itbt 
be  accounted  for  by  the  extcnfive  demands  for  the  armies  in  mo6os 
at  all  the  Prcfidencies.  The  fmall  addition  to  the  amount  of  cco*s 
due  the  Company  does  not  require  notice ;  but  it  will  afford  bxll- 
fadion  to  difcover,  that  the  larger  value  of  all  the  remaining  a^ 
IS  an  aAual  increafe  of  efFedive  property.  Dedu6iing  the  incrcafci 
value  of  the  afTets,  as  above,  from  the  increafe  of  debts,  which  b? 
been  (hewn  to  be  1,962,881/.  the  general  ftate  of  the  affairs  ia 
India  is,  on  a  comparifon  with  the  lad  year,  worfe  by  1 ,626,677i' 

HOME  ACCOUNTS. 

Having  compleated  the  examination  of  the  whole  of  the  account! 
relating  to  the  affairs  abroad,  the  attention  of  the  Comnnittce  is  now 
lequefted  to  thofe  relating  to  the  affairs  at  home.  From  the  obfcr- 
vations  on  the  former,  and  the  general  refults  which  have  been 
drawn  from  them,  it  will,  of  courfc,  have  been  difcovered  that,  in 
a  financial  point  of  view,  the  Governments  mud  have  been  ei^aged 
in  fecious  difficulties,  inafmuch  as  the  confignment  of  inveff  ments  to 
Europe  could  only  be  accomplilhed  by  means  of  loans,  at  unfavour- 
able rates  of  intereft.  The  effed  upon  the  Indian  debt,  and  upca 
the  refources,  has  been  (hewn.  It  now  remains  to  ffate  the  fubjcd 
in  a  more  favourable  view,  by  pointing  out  the  advantages  derived 
from  the  attention  which,  under  every  preffure,  has  been  paid  to  the 
commercial  intercfts  of  the  Company.  This  will  be  (hewn,  in  the 
purfuit  of  the  plan  now  laid  down,  as  to  the  comparifon  of  the 
adual  accounts  with  the  ^ftimates,  to  which  I  (hall  proceed,  after 
fiating  the  extent  of  the  trade  in  general,  According  to  the  produce, 
or  fale  amount,  of  the  goods,  as  exhibited  in  the  account.  No.  25. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  falcs  of  goods  from  India  and 
China,  in  the  year  17  99- 18 00,  was  10,160,610/.  which  is  Icfs 
than  the  fales  of  the  lafl  year  in  the  fum  of  154,646/.  Thegoodi 
fold  on  account  of  the  Company  were  to  a  Iefs  amount  by 
969,339/. ;  thofe  on  account  of  private  traders  exceeded  the  laft 
year  in  707,021/.  ;  and  thofe  termed  neutral  property,  by 
107,67a/.  being  together  an  excefs  of  814,693/.  making  a  net 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  fales,  as  above  dated,  of  154,646!. 
From  which  it  appears,  that  although  the  falcs  of  the  Company's 
goods  in  this  year  fell  fo  far  fhort  of  their  amount  in  the  laR,  the 
trade  in  general  from  the  Eaft  has,  in  this  point  of  view,  experi- 
enced a  diminution  fcarcely  requiring  notice,  when  the  furprizing 
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rapid  increafe  in  thd  laft  year  is  taken  into  condderation.     But,  in 
fai<E>,  this  is  not  to  be  termed  a  diminution  altogether,  becaufe  the 
prefent  account  is  ftated  upon  diiferent  principles.     The  fales  of 
the  laft  year  included  the  whole  of  the  cudoms  ufually  chargeable 
on  a  part  of  the  goods  ;  whereas,  in  confequence  of  an  a£l  pafTed  in 
the  laft  feflion,  commonly  called  the  "  warehoufing  afl,"  the  ope- 
ration of  which  commenced  in  September,  a  large  portion  of  the 
goods  was  fold,  fubjeft  to  the  payment  of  the  cuftoms  by  the  pur- 
chafers  on  the  clearing  of  them  ;  fo  that,  whatever  fum  might  be 
afcertained  to  be  payable  on  this  account,  would,  on  the  former  prin- 
ciple, be  an  addition  to  the  fales,  which  wot^ld  thereby  be  incieafed 
to  an  amount  beyond  that  now  dated. 

The  difierence  in  the  Company's  goods  is  confiderable  ;  but  fo 
large  a  fale  as  that  in  the  lafl  year  was  not  calculated  upon.     The 
fales  in  the  prefent  year  were  eftimated  to  produce  7,863,000/: 
their  a<£lual  amount  was  7)367,727/.  being  lefs  than  the  eftimate 
495,273/.      As  the  eftimate  was  framed  on  the  principle  formerly 
in  pradlice  with  regard  to  the  cuiloms,  this  difference  might,  in  a 
general  way,  be  accounted  for,  by  the  alteration  above  adverted  to  ; 
but  as,  on  a  clofer  infpedlion  of  the  feveral  fpecies  of  goods  difpofed 
of,  it  appears,  that  fome  were  fold  to  an  amount  exceeding  the  eAi- 
mate,  and  fome  to  an  amount  much  farther  below  it,  it  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  the  Committee  to  be  fumiflied  with  more  precife  in- 
formation. 

The  advantage  to  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  the  profit  to 
the  Company,  from  the  tea  trade,  arc  well  known.  It  is  (atisfac- 
tory  to  find,  that  though  the  fale  of  this  article  was  eftimated  little 
(hort  of  the  unexampled  produce  of  the  laft  year,  the  adlual  difpofal 
of  it  was  near  500^000/.  more  than  the  cdimate,  in  confequence  of 
an  increafe  both  in  demand  and  price.  From  the  fame  caufes,  the 
fale  of  faltpetre  was  double  the  fum  eflimated  ;  although  that  was 
confidcrably  more  than  what  was  fold  in  any  former  year,  except 
the  oric  immediately  preceding.  In  mod  of  the  other  articles,  dif- 
appointment  has  been  experienced,  arifing,  in  fome  ipdances,  from 
the  want  of  them  :  but  a  great  part  of  the  difference  in  the  fale 
amount  may  be  attributed  to  the  alteration  in  the  cuftoms.  The 
greatcft  defalcation,  on  the  comparifon,  is  in  the  fugar,  and  arifet 
almoft  entirely  from  the  fall  in  price,  when  the  fudden  interruption 
to  the  demand  occurred,  from  the  immcnfe  influx  into  the  foreign 
markets.  It  was  ferioufly  apprehended,  that  the  interruption  expe- 
rienced in  the  foreign  trade  in  general,  would  have, been  more 
feverely  felt  by  the  Company  ;  but  the  Committee  will  be  gratified 
by  the  information,  that  with  the  above  exception,  the  only  inpon- 
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vcnience  worthy  of  notice  was  the  neceflity  of  deferring  the  falcs  fa 
a  fbort  time  ;  from  which  the  periods  of  payment  were  cxtendec, 
and  the  payments  within  the  year  of  courfe  leflened. 

The  more  dircA  confideration  of  this  part  of  the  fubjed  wL 
bring  to  the  view  of  the  Committee  the  account  No.  23,  in  which 
the  cafh  concerns  of  the  Company,  in  this  year,  are  exhibited; 
likewife  the  eAimate  of  them  for  the  next.  The  moft  prominem 
article  on  the  receipt  (ide  is  that  of  the  fale  of  goods.  It  was  efti- 
mated  to  amount  to  7,840,528/.  and  adually  amounted  to 
7,209,849/.  which  was  lefs  than  the  eftimate  by  630^679^ 
The  deficiency  of  the  iaies  certainly  affeded  the  receipt  in  ibcn: 
degree  ;  but  the  deferring  of  the  fales,  as  above  noticed,  Ukewift: 
contributed  to  produce  the  difference  ;  for  the  fum  left  dtie  at  th« 
dofe  of  the  year  was  much  more  than  was  expected.  The  charges 
and  proBt  on  private  trade  were  cftimated  to  amount  to  i  ;iOyOOo/. ; 
the  adual  amount  was  202,969/.  being  more  than  efiiniatcd  bf 
82,969/.  partly  from  the  large  fale,  and  partly  from  the  fcttkmcot 
of  fome  particular  accounts  in  this  year. 

Excluding  every  other  article  relating  to  the  private  trade,  as  not 
directly  conneded  with  the  aSuil  property  of  the  Company,  the  net 
a£hial  receipts  below  the  eflimated  were  548,290/.  The  defici- 
encies were  occafloncd  by  the  (hort  receipt  on  the  fales,  as  already 
fbewn,  and  by  the  deferred  difpofal  of  the  loyalty  loan.  In  a  few 
inftances,  an  exccfs  has  occurred  :  the  private  trade  profits,  as  above 
ftaCed,  and  the  payment  for  faltpetre  by  the  ordnance.  The  fum 
derived  from  the  iflTue  of  bonds,  to  the  amount  of  218,500/.  was 
not  reckoned  upon  in  the  el^imate. 

On  the  review  of  the  receipt  fide,  including  the  balance  of  cafii 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  it  appears  that  the  fum  of 
8;7 1 8, 159/*  was  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Company.  It  now  remains 
to  invefligate  its  appropriation,  as  Ihewn  on  the  payment  fide  of  the 
account.  The  payments  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  excluding  the 
private  trade,  were  eflimated'  to  amount  to  99797,207/. ;  the  fum 
iliSoally  paid,  under  the  fame  exclufion,  was  8,142,729/.  making 
a  difference  of  1,654,478/.  This,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  is  the  net 
difference  between  the  eftimated  and  actual  payments.  The  exa- 
mination of  the  detail  fliews,  as  ufual,  that  although,  on  the  whole, 
the  expenditure  was  fo  confiderably  below  the  eftimate,  on  fome 
articles  it  has  been  above.  Of  thefe,  thefupply  to  India  and  China 
is  firft  to  be  noticed :  the  exports,  to  the  amount  of  242,268/. ; 
the  payment  of  bills  of  exchange  1 32^463/ :  but  as  the  liquidation 
of  I  he  Indian  debt  was  72,408/.  and  the  export  of  bullion 
149,817/.  lefs  than  enimatcd>  it  will  appear^  ths^t  the  Ti^hole  pj- 
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ment  in  aid  of  India  and  China  exceeded  the  eftimate  in  only  the 
^2xn  of  f  52,506/.  The  charges  of  merchandize  exceeded  the  efti* 
mate  116,712/.  principally  from  a  larger  payment  on  the  com* 
miflion  due  the  China  fupra- cargoes,  and  from  the  expence  of  build' 
ings  ;  likewife  from  a  confiderable  iflfue  of  money  for  the  redemption 
of  the  land  tax  on  the  Company's  houfe  and  warehoufes  ;  but  their 
property  will  be  benefited  in  the  amount  (o  applied.  The  fmall 
cxcefs  on  the  intereft  on  ftock  and  bonds  docs  not  require  notice. 
That  occafioned  by  the  payment  of  bonds  at  the  fales  was,  in  this 
year,  only  8,425/.  which  fully  confirms  the  propriety  of  the  remark 
on  the  accounts  of  the  lad  year :  nothing  was  infcrted  in  the  e(li- 
mate  on  this  account,  as  then,  explained.  The  fmallnefs  of  the 
fum,  compared  with  fevcral  former  years,  is  in  confequence  of  the 
improved  (late  of  the  Company's  credit,  from  which  their  bonds 
bear  a  premium.  Of  the  payments  below  the  eftimate,  thofe  (Ull 
requiring  notice  are,  the  cuftoms,  and  freight  and  demurrage,  after 
allowing  for  what  has  been  received  on  the  private  trade  :  the  for* 
mer  was  lefs  by  463,447/.  chiefly  in  confequence  of  the  change 
repeatedly  referred  to,  and  the  latter  by  554,499/.  from  the  eftimate 
being  calculated  on  the  fuppofition  that  more  fhips  would  arrive,  or 
that  more  would  be  engaged,  than  in  the  event  proved  to  be  the 
cafe.  The  poftponement  of  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank» 
to  the  amount  of  800,000/.  is  the  largeft  fum  by  far  of  the  deficient 
or  (hort  payments. 

On  the  whole,  the  adhial  payments  above  the  efiimated  amount- 
ed to  528,91 6/.  and  thofe  below  to  2,1 83,394/.  The  difierence 
is  as  before  ftated»  Adjufting  this  difierence  with  that  of  the  z&inl 
receipts  below  die  eftimated,  the  refult  would  appear  to  be  more  fa<- 
vourable  at  the  dofeof  the  year  by  1,106,188/- ;  but  as  the  pay-^ 
ments  on  account  of  the  private  trade  were  in  this  yeat  more  than 
the  receipts,  a  further  adjuftment  is  neccfTary,  "I'he  ad^ual  balance 
of  the  account  will  then  be  better  than  eftimated  by  969,310/. 
The  general  refult  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  in  the  year  1 799- 
1800,  on  the  comparifon  between  the  eftimate  and  the  a£lual  ar« 
eognt,  may  be  ftated  as  follows,  vha.  The  balance  at  the  clcjfe  of 
the  year  was  efti  mated  to  be  againft  the  Company  in  the  fum  of 
565,988/.  but,  notwithftanding  the  deficient  receipts  from  the  fales 
of  goods»and  notwithftanding  the  aid  afforded  to  India  and  China 
exceeded  the  eftimate,  a  fmall  iflTue  of  bonds,  a  lefs  payment  for 
cuftoms  and  freight,  and  the  protraction  pf  the  intended  payments  to 
the  Bank)  have  fo  operated,  that  the  adual  balance  proved  to  be  in 
favour,  to  the  amount  of  403,322/.  making,  as  above  ftated^  a  ba- 
lance better  than  eftimatcd  by  969,3 1  oA 

Vqi,  TilL  4  ^ 
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Estimate,  i8oo-i8oi. 

The  cftimate  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  in  the  year  i8co- 
|8oi,^  contained  in  the  account  lad  referred  to,  does  not  fecfn  lo 
demand  many  remarks.  On  the  receipt  fide,  the  amount  CTfcStd 
irom  the  Tales  appears  to  be  the  only  article  requinng  panicular 
notice.  The  receipt  from  Government  for  fundry  claims,  and  that 
on  the  difpofal  of  the  Loyalty  Loan,  v^ill  operate  to  the  reduction  of 
Che  aflets  in  their  refpedlive  amounts. 

The  fales  in  this  year  are  ef^imated  to  produce  6,675,000/. ;  cf 
which  may  be  received,  after  the  clofc  of  the  year,  i  ,390,00c/. ; 
the  remainder  5,285,000/.  with  the  fum  to  be  received  from 
|he  fales  made  previous  to  thp  id  March  1800,  amountir^  to 
916,000/.  will  exhibit  a  total  of  6,201,000/.  as  the  amount  ex- 
pedled  to  be  received  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  on  account  of  the 
fales  of  the  Company's  goods. 

The  whole  fale  is  taken  at  692,000/.  lefsthan  thead^ual  faleof 
laft  year,  and  the  fum  eflimated  to  be  received,  at  a  million  Icfs  than 
the  adlual  receipt  of  the  lad  year ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  from 
thence,  that  the  diminution  of  the  trade  will  be  to  the  amount  drii 
ilated,  becaufc  the  full  effect  of  the  warehoufingadl,  before  referred 
to,  will  be  found  in  the  anfK)untof  the  fales  of  this  year  ;  and  if  the 
fales  are  Icfs  from  the  cudoms  being  to  be  paid  by  the  purchafcrs, 
ihofe  paid  by  the  Company  will  likewifc  be  diminifhed,  in  whatever 
fum  they  may  amount  to.  The  greater  difference  in"  the  receipt 
ajifcs  from  the  hrge.  fupi  that  will  not  fail  in  courfe  of  payment 
witiiin  the  ycnr.  From  the  caution  with  which,  on  an  examina-. 
flon  of  the  particulars,  the  eflimate  appears  to  be  calculated,  and 
from  the  general  appearance  of  the  trade,  a  hope  may  be  indulged, 
that  unlefs  any  thing  unforefeen  Qiould  occur,  the  a^lual  out  turn 
>viU  be  more  favourable. 

As  to  the  edimated  payments,  tl|fiife  on  account  of  the  charges  im« 
incdiately  attaching  to  the  goods,  or  to  the  concern  in  genera],  ap- 
pr:ir  to  be  calculated  on  principles  prefcribed  by  each  refpedively : 
The  cuftoms,  of  courfe,  at  a  very  fmall  amount  compared  with 
former  } tars.  The  fupply  to  India  and  China,  including  the  pay- 
nicqt  of  Jndian  debt,  rather  exceeds  the  average  of  the  laft  three 
ycirs.  The  liquidation  pf  the  debt  to  the  Bank,  poftponed  the  laft 
year,  Is  again  ellimated  to  take  place  in  the  prefent. 

The  general  refult  of  the  eftimate  is,  that  in  confequcnce  of  th« 
)nrgc  payments  on  account  of  India  and  China,  and  of  the  inten- 
sion of  liquidating  the  whole  of  the  debt  to  the  Bank,  reckoning  only 
on  the  produce  of  the  fales,  on  a  receipt  from  Government  on  fun- 
dry  claims,  and  on  the  difpofal  of  the  Loyalty  I^an,  the  balance, 
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cm  the  ift  March  1801,  isexpc^ed  to  be  againd  the  Company  to' 
the  amount  of  368,0 1 3/. 

DEBTS  AT  HOME. 

The  (late  of.  the  affairs  at  home;  as  to  the  debts  and  aflet^,  con- 
tra(ied  with  the  laft  year,  is  next  to  be  confidercd.     Fird  the  debts  t  ' 
On  the  ift  of  March  1799,  they  amounted  to  7,103,76.2!-    On 
the  ift  March  1800,  their  amount,  by  No.  23,  was  5,830,222/»- 
being  a  decreafc  of  11273^540/.     In  a  few  inftances  the  debts  have . 
incrcafed  :  the  bond  debt  nearly  200,000/.  as  noticed  in  the  receipts 
of  the  year.     A  larger  fum  is  due  on  bills  of  exchange  from  India« 
and  more  is  due  to  the  proprietors  of  private  trade.      The  decreafq 
proceeds  from  lefs  fums  being  owing  on  bills  from -China,  and  on  - 
the  Indian  debt.     The  amount  due  on  freight  and  demurrage  ii 
inach  fmaller  than  in  the  laft  year :  but  the  greateft  decreafe  is  in 
the  cuftoms,  to  the  amount  of  97  2,1 47/.     This  arifes  from  the 
circumftance  repeatedly  adverted  to,  and  the  computed,  value  of 
goods  will  be  found  to  have  experienced  a  confiderable  reduditton  in 
confequcnce; 

ASSETS  AT  HOME. 

The  value  of  the  aflets  at  home  amounted  on  the  ift  March 
1799  .to  17,119,628/.  On  the  ift  March  1800,  by  No.  23, 
it  was  16^185,950/.   being  a  decreafe  of  933,678/.  ' 

On  the  comparifon  of  the  fcvera!  articles  in  the  detail  of  this  ac- 
count with  thqfc  of  the  preceding  year,  many  and  great  variations 
are  ^lifcovered,'  which  will  require  more  minute  explanation  than  has 
been  generally  heretofore  thought  requifite  in  this  branch  of  the 
Gompan)''s  aflfairs.  The  decreafe  in  general  has  amounted  to  up* 
wards  of  three  millions  and  a  half,  and  the  irurreafe  to  more  than 
^9600,000/.  Of  the  fprmer,  tie  fmaller  balance  of  cafti  and 
bullion,  to  the  amount  of  870,000/.  being  fufticiently  accounted 
for  by  the  remarks  on  the  expenditure,  it  will  only  remain  to  ftate, 
that  the  decreafe  above  exhibited  has  arifen  principally  from  the  lefs 
value  of  goods  in  the  warchoufe  :  the  diifcrence  in  tliis  refpe£t  is 
2,693,000/.  The  quantity  of  goods  on  hand  at  the  conclufton  of 
the  laft  year  was  far  beyond  the  ufual  proportion,  in  confequence  of 
the  numerous  arrivals.  The  value,  in  that  inftance,  was,  as  ufual,* 
the  computed  value,  including  the  cuftoms :  in  the  prefent,  it  isf 
calculated  exclufive  of  the  cuftoms ;  to  which  circumftance  a  ma- 
terial part  of  rhe  difference  may  be  attributed,  of  which  the  Com-  . 
inittee  muft  be  aware,  from  the  remarks  made  oa.the  debts :  but  by 
jar  the  greateft  part  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  difpofal  of 
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the  goods.     The  prefent  remains  are  dill  more  than  ibe  geoenl 
average. 

As  to  the  articles  on  which  the  increafe  appears— The  amonu^ 
due  on  the  fales  has  been  adverted  to — The  large  payments  for  ex- 
ports will  account  fur  their  increafcd  value,  which,  comprifing  thofe 
a^ually  (hipped,  and  thofe  not  (hipped,  was  I  ,i  1 1 ,000/ :  bur  fotne 
adjuftment  will  be  made  on  tliis  head  in  the^fequel.  The  addnioo 
t»  the  value  of  the  buildings  may  readrly  be  accounted  for  by  Aar 
cxtenlion,  alfoby  the  redemption  of  the  land  tax,  as  before  noticed. 
The  debt  ftated  by  the  Company  to  be  due  to  them  from  Govern- 
ment, for  (lores  and  fupplies  toHisM^jelly's  troops,  is  more  than 
in  the  laft  year  by  764,300/. ;  but  as  this  account  is  fubjefl  to  fur- 
ther examination,  an  alteration  may  probably  be  hereafter  made,  ai 
to  the  ultimate  balance. 

Taking  the  debts  and  aflets,  as  (hewn  in  the  account  now  re* 
ferred  to,  the  refult  of  the  examination  of  the  home  concern  in  diis 
regard  is,  a  deg'eafe  in  the  debts  to  the  amount  of  i>^73y54cA; 
from  which  dedu£t  the  decreafe  of  the  zfkts  as  above  933»678/.  i 
an  improvement  will  then  be  exhibited  amounting  to  339^862^ 

CHINA  AND  ST.  HELENA. 

From  the  obfervations  on  the  (iatements  of  the  laft  year,  the 
Committee  are  prepared  for  the  fatisfiiAory  information  rciped- 
ing  the  amelioration  of  the  (bte  of  the  affairs  in  China. 

By  thofis  (Iatements,  the  balance  againft  the  Company  at  China 
was  i»o73,6o7/.  By  No.  24  of  the  prefent  aocounta  it  is- 
202,022/.  being  an  improvement  of  853,585/. 

The  view  of  the  afl&irs  at  St.  Helena  cannot  be  brought  down  la 
the  lateft  date  for  want  of  the  books :  as  the  variations  are  feldom  id 
a  con(iderable  amount,  it  may  nol  perhaps  be  reckoned  maDerid. 
The  prefent  ftatement  is  one  year  in  arrear. 

The  balance  (tated  Ikft  year  was  to  the  30th  September  1797  ( 
it. was  in  favour  in  the  fum  of  54,248/.  the  balance  in  favour  on 
30th  Sept.  1798  was  62,235/.  The  total  improvement  at  China 
and  St.  Helena  amounted  to  861,572/. 

GENERAL  COMPARATIVE  VlElVof  the  BeUi  and  Afftis  hy 

the  laft  and  prefent  Tear*s  Accounts* 

Having  ftated  the  rcfults  of  my  examination  of  the  concerns  of 
the  Company  as  to  the  property,  or  as  to  the  debts  abroad  and  at 
iiome,  refpeftively,  I  proceed  finally  to  offer  a  combined  view  of  the 
whole,  from  which  the  Committee  will  bo  enabled  to  afccrtain  the 
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adual  fitaation  of  the  affairs  in  general,  iti  thefe  re{}>e6!^,  compared 
with  the  laft  year. 

The  debts  in  India  have  appeared  to  incf^fe  in  tht  furh  of 
1,962,881/.;  thofe  at  home  have  dccreafcd  1,273,540/.  ;  fothat 
the  net  increafe  of  debt  is  689,341/.  The  aflets  in  India  exhibit 
an  increafe  of  336,204/.  ^  thofe  at  home  have  decreafed  933)678/. 
The  dccreafe  of  affets  597,474/.  ;  when  deduced  from  the  im- 
proved fituation  of  China,  amounting  to  853,565/.  and  of  Sr. 
Helena  to  7,987/.  together  861,572/.  will  {hew  the  net  increafe 
of  aiTets  to  be  264,098/.  The  difference  between  this  fum  and 
the  increafe  of  debts,  as  above,  is  425,243/.  which  is  the  amount 
in  which  the  Aate  of  the  concern,  in  this  view,  appears  to  be  worfe 
than  at  the  conclulion  of  the  laft  year.  But  the  fame  kind  of  further 
inveAigation  has  been  found  neceflary  in  this  year  as  in  the  lalt^ 
The  Indian  ftock  accounts  were  c4ofed  on  the  30th  April  1799^ 
and  appear  to  have  included  a  part  of  the  confignments,  for  which 
credit  is  taken  in  the  home  aiTets ;  as  their  arrival  could  not  fcffiblf 
be  known  at  the  time  of  making  up  the  accounts  in  the  latter  in- 
flanoe.  From  this  circumftancc  there  will  dill  remain  to  be  added 
202,450/.  The  total  627,693/.  is  the  amount  in  which  the 
ftate  of  the  whole  concern  appears  in  a  worfe  potnt  of  view  than  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  lad  year. 

Having  accompliihcd  the  invcfligation  of  the  numerous  accounts, 
and,  I  truft,  arranged  the  whole  fubjeifi  to  which  they  relate,  in  as 
clear  and  intelligible  a  point  of  view  as  its  extcnfive  nature  would 
admit ;  the  completion  of  the  plan  originally  propofed  for  the  con- 
fideratton  of  it  will  only  require  a  few  further  obfervations,  in  the 
way  of  recapitulation,  in  order  to  lead  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  correct  inferences  on  the  general  view  of  this  great  coricfem. 
In  fo  doing,  the  foreign  concern  and  the  home  will  be  placed  in  two 
didind  branches  ;  the  propriety  of  which  will  probably  fecm  ob- 
vious, from  their  different  afpe^l  in  a  financial  view.  On  this 
principle,  the  affairs  of  India  will  be  (irft  attended  to.  When  this 
fubjed  was  lad  before  the  Houfe,  the  diflance  of  the  period  from  the 
dates  of  the  adual  accounts,  and  the  knowledge  of  events  which  had 
occurred  (ince  the  formation  of  the* efti mates  for  the  year  1798-9^ 
enabled  me  to  draw  tolerable  accurate  conjedlures,  that  the  charges 
would  much  exceed  the  fum  eAimated  ;  and  my  fufpicions  to  thai 
cfFcil  were  accordingly  ftatcd.  The  rcfult  has  been  as  exj^efted  ; 
and  it  appears,  that  the  expences  have  not  only  confiderably  exceeded 
the  eftimate,  but  have  likcwife  been  far  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
ordinary  refonrccsi  notwithAanding  they  wtre  great^  and  produAivc 
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beyond  all  former  precedent.     The  diffind  explanatioti  bt  every  ad- 
ditional charge  will  have  afforded  an  idea  of  the  caufe  of  the  in- 
creafe ;  and  the  retnarks  on  the  military  charges,  particularly  where 
it  has  moftly  fallen,  will  have  (hewn,  that  the  enormous  expenccs 
have  been  occafioned  by  the  critical  iituation  in  which  the  Govero- 
ments  were  placed,  which  led  to  the  neceflity  of  having  recourfe  to 
hoditities.     The  increafe  of  the  military  expences,  for  fevcral  paft 
years,  has  often  been  remarked  to  the. Committee,  and  the  cauics 
have  been  explained,  whether  permanent  or  otherwife.   The  manj 
important  advantages  derived  from  the  fuccefeful  pperations  of  the 
Brififli  arms  were  likewife  detailed.     A  reafonable  hope  was  enter- 
tained, from  the  expulfion  of  European  rivals,  that  the  Company  s 
power  was  eftabli(hed  upon  a  bafis  not  foon  likely  to  be  dtflurbed  ; 
cfpecially  as  no  means  were  left  untried  to  convince   the  native 
{x>wers  of  our  fixed  determination  faithfully  to  adhere  to  the  fiipula- 
tions  of  treaties,  and  to  a6t  upon  principles  directed  by  nxxleracion 
and  juflice.     But  as  it  is  not  my  intention  at  this  time  to  enter  at 
large  upon  the  political  relations  of  the  Company,  I  (hall  only  ob* 
ferve,  that  the  great  drain  upon  the  refources  of  the  year  in  queftion 
has  been  occafioned  by  the  war  with  the  late  Nabob,  Tippoo  Sul- 
taun.     As  the  Houfe  have  already  received  moft  ample  information 
with  regnrd  to  the  origin^  progrefs,  and  conclulion  of  this  war,  and 
have  alfo  fignified  their  unanimous  approbation  of  the  condu6l  of 
thofe  concerned  in  the  dire<Hion  of  it,  any  further  explanation  of  its 
grounds  is  necdlefs  ;  and  it  willfufficc  for  me  to  confine  my  remarks 
to  the  paft  and  future  cfFcd^s  upon  the  finances. 

THc  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  every  meafure  to  infure  fucccfs  is 
completely  obvious.  Although  a  lavifh  expenditure,  in  any  events 
is  always  to  be  guarded  againft,  parfimony,  or  an  ill-Judged  econo- 
my, ori  an  occafion  in  which  it  has  fully  appeared  that  the  Britifti  in- 
terefts  in  the  Eaft  were  at  ftakc,  would  have  been  impolitic  in  the 
extreme.  Every  prafticablc  addition  to  the  effcflive  force  was  elfcn* 
daily  requifite,  as  well  as  the  moft  extenfive  fuppUcs  in  every  de- 
partment. That  the  means  were  proportioned  to  the  end,  has  been 
fully  proved  in  theiflue.  The  efFcft  upon  the  Indian  treafuries  was' 
fuch  as  might  naturally  be  expeded.  The  refources,  including  the 
a(Ti fiance  from  Europe,  were  not  equal  to  the  demands ;  and  no 
other  mode  prefented  itfclf  to  fupply  the  deficiency  in  this  regard,  or 
provide  funds,  that  the  trade  mighx  not  be  totally  rclinqui(hed,  but 
that  of  loans  to  a  large  amount.  Having  formerly  illuftratcd  the 
prudence  and  propriety  of  continuing  the  inveftmcnts,  under  cir- 
cumftances  of  fuch  extreme  difficulty  in  raifing  funds,  I  fhall  only' 
now  refer  to  thofe  obfervations^  and  to  the  decided  opintoa  I  gave  a- 
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ihort  time  back  as  to  the  expediency  of  purfuing  the  fiime  fyftem  af 
all  times :  but  this  part  of  the  fubjcft  will  more  properly  remain  to^ 
be  confidered  in  connexion  with  the  affairs  at  home. 

From  the  remarks  hitherto  made^  the  conclu(ionS|  in  fo  far  as 
the  finances  are  concerned,  appear  truly  inaufpicious,  exhibiting 
only  exhaufted  treafuries  and  accumulated  debts.  I  have  no  fmall 
fati>fa6iion  in  being  enabled  to  obferve,  that  a  much  more  favour* 
9ble  fide  of  the  queftion  remains  to  be  Rated. 

The  circumftance  of  the  adminiOration  of  the  whole  of  the  re- 
venues experiencing  little  further  interruption  than  might  have  been 
expeded  in  the  time  of  the  mod  profound  peace,  and  their  realiza- 
tion, with  but  fmall  exception^  might,  in  the  firil  place,  be  men- 
tioned ;  likewife  the  punctual  difcharge  of  the  feveral  fubfidies  by 
the  Princes  in  alliance  with  the  Company,  as  affording,  particularly 
in  the  former  inflance,  a  proof  of  the  permanence  and  (lability  of 
the  refources :  but  having  more  immediately  in  view  the  fignaKbe- 
nefirs  obtained  from  the  late  events,  I  (hall  direct  my  obfervations 
to  them.  The  Governments  in  India  are  relieved  frofn  the  anxie- 
ties to  which  they  were  perpetually  expofed  from  a  powerful  and  en- 
terprifing  enemy^  whofe  principles  of  ambition  and  inveteracy  led 
him,  even  during  times  of  apparent  peace,  and  under  the  mod 
fpecious  declarations  of  adherence  to  treaties,  to  every  perfidious  at- 
tempt to  undermine  the  interefts  of  the  Company  with  their  allies, 
to  fcduce  their  own  immediate  dependants  from  their  allegiance,  and 
to  raife  formidable  combinations  for  their  de(lru£)ion.  The  ex- 
pences  incurred  from  the  necelfity  of  being  always  prepared  to  refifl 
the  attempts  of  this  dangerous  neighbour,  have  been  immenfe. 
Thofe  incurred  by  the  demolition  of  his  power,  and  conqueft  of  his 
dominions,  cannot  be  regretted  ;  efpecially  when,  in  addition  to  the 
fecurity  derived  from  the  removal  of  a  moft  formidable  enemy,  other 
extenfive  advantages  are  adverted  to.  The  alarms  which  have  been 
entertained  for  the  fafety  of  the  poffeffions  on  the  peninfula  of  India 
for  many  years,  from  this  power,  in  dircfl  and  avowed  connexion 
with  our  natural  enemies,  being  removed,  and  the  turbulence  of  our 
own  immediate  tributaries  being  thereby  effeflually  checked,  it  is  to 
be  expedied  that  the  military  expcnces  may  be  much  reduced ;  from 
which,  with  the  additional  refources  obtained  from  the  acceffion  of 
territory,  there  is  every  profpcft  that,  at  no  diflant  period,  the 
treafuries  will  be  repleniHicd,  the  debts  diminifhed,  and  every  effe£l 
exhibited  in  the  accounts  before  the  Committee  fully  repaired. 

The  facility  procured  for  trade  over  a  great  additional  tradt  will 
tend  to  promote  the  commercial  intcrcfls  of  the  Company,  and  will 
ppen  a  more  extenfive  market  for  the  manufa6lures  of  this  country. 
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As  from  the  general  view  of  the  whole  fituation  of  the  affairs  in  the 
EaA,  cirher  as  ic  refpe^s  the  internal  flate  of  the  provinces,  or  the 
connediion  with  other  powers,  there  is  every  reafon  to  conclude,  that 
the  influence  and  profperity  of  the  Company  are  eflabli(hcd  upon  a 
permanent  bafls ;  the  inferences  fuggeAed  from  the  mere  infpe^ioo 
of  the  prefent  Oatements  will  be  materially  changed,  and  the  atten- 
tion will  be  dire£led  to  the  advantages  which  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  admit  are  mod  evidently  prefented. 

The  home  affairs  offer  a  very  favourable  view,  whether  their  ftate 
be  conHdered  as.  dired^ly  (hewn  by  the  accounts  now  before   the 
Co,mmittee,  or  by  the  general  completion  of  the  trade.  The  continu- 
ance of  die  demand  for  the  produce  of  India  fully  demonftrates  the 
advantages  refulting  from  the  meafurcH  adopted  for  the  confignn^cnt 
of  invcllmcnts.     The  fales  for  the  immediate  account  of  the  Com- 
pany,  notwithftanding  they  fell  fliort  of  the  amount  in  the  preceding 
year,  have  been  very  produdtivc.  The  debts  are  below  their  ordinary 
level ;  and  the  value  of  the  affets  being  in  a  far  greater  proportion 
above,  are  proofs  of  the  amended  (ituation  of  the  home  concerns. 
From  the  produce  of  the  fales,  the  Company  have  been  enabled  to 
make  advances  in  repayment  of  the  confignments  from  abroad  to  a 
great  amount :  of  thefe  a  coniiderable  part  has  been  applied  in  the 
^port  of  goods  from  this  country.     The  redudion  of  the  debts  to 
the  Chinefe  merchants  (hews,  that  this  valuable  brandi  (the  China 
trade}  is  again  reftored  to  a  flourifliing  ftate  ;  and  the  immenfe  iale 
pf  the  teas  furniftips  ^  proof  of  the  propriety  of  the  remarks  offered 
on  the  fubjed,  on  the  examination  of  the  accounts  of  laft  year. 

The  final  refult  of  the  whole  is,  the  financial  deprtments  in 
India  have  experienced  material  deterioration  from  the  united  prcf» 
fgre  of  war  expcnces  and  provifion  of  inveflments,  but  not  in  a  dc«- 
gree  to  afford  ground  of  alarm*  A  large  proportion  of  the  increafe 
of  the  debt  has  been  the  occafion  of  adding  to  the  affets ;  ftom 
>vhence  the  home  concern  has  been  confiderably  enriched.  It  cer« 
tainly  is  of  the  (irft  importance  to  devife  a  method,  by  which  the 
prefent  burthens  on  India  may  be  relieved  ;  and  I  am  happy  in  be* 
ing  enabled  to  remark,  that  the  means  for  a6:ompIi(hing  this  de-» 
firat>le  objeS  are  to  be  found  in  various  ways :— in  principles  of 
economvi  as  to  the  future  expenditure ;  and  in  a  proper  application 
of  the  increafed  refources  abroad.  An  examination  muft  likewifr 
be  madci  by  what  mode  the  home  treafury  can  contribute  to  the  di<» 
minution  of  the  foreign  debt. 

From  the  circumQances  of  the  war,  the  eftabliftiments  have  been 
conlidcrably  exrendcd.  It  will  be  a  point  of  my  diligent  and  eiofa 
^(ttention  ti^at  eve^y  praSi^ablt  rcdMi^on-fliall  bto^irkd  intoeficAf 
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from  whichy  with  the  favourable  profpeA  to  be  indulged  from  th^ 
ftability  and  permanence  of  the  refources^  and  the  unexampled 
profpcn^  pf  the  commercei  no  apprehenfions  need  be  entertained  on 
account  of  the  magnitude  of  the  prefent  debt :  I  ann  prepared,  in*, 
deed,  to  meet  it  at  fourteen  millions.     My  confidence  in  the  means 
of  rerrieving  the  ftate  of  the  finances  abroad  is  further  ftrcngtbened, 
by  reference  to  the  experience  of  former  times.     The  fituation  of 
the  Company  on  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  prefent  fyftem,  is  )vell 
known  to  have  been  fuch,  that  the  full  extent  of  their  difEculties 
could  not  be  afcertained  till  the  year  1786.     In  the  year  1797  I 
took  occafion  to  offer  to  the  Committee  a  moft  flattering  view  of  the 
furprifing  improvement  brought  about  in  the  courfe  of  ten  years. 
The  reduSion  of  the  debts,  and  the  increafe  of  the  alTets,  were  to 
an  amount  exceeding  i  i^ioo^oooA  flerling.  It  istrue^that  wii^iin 
that  period  money  had  been  ralfed  on  additional  capital,  to  the 
amount  of  3»740|Qoo/.  ;  hut  it  maft  likewife  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration,  that  the  remainder  may  be  termed  a  net  improvement^ 
Under  the  events  of  an  Indian  war,  at  one  time  thitatcning  fefious 
difafiers,  though  finally  concluded  highly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Company :  under  the  Events  likewife  of  the  prefent  European  war^ 
during  fbur  years  of  the  period,. which  caufcd  enormous  additions  to 
the  expence  of  freights,*  and  of  the  provifion  of  every  article  of 
equipment ;  and  occafioned  alfo  great  expcnces  by  fever^l  expedi* 
tions,  from  which  our  rivals  w^  deprived  of  their  poffeifions  in  the 
Eaft.  But  I  have  carried  the  comparifon  three  years  further,  which 
will  take  in  a  great  part  of  the  immenfe  expenditure  of  the  late  war 
with  Myfore,  and  find,  that  the  improvement,  during  thefe  thirteen 
years,  on  the  fame  principle,  is  11^880,000/.     If  it  be  inquired 
what  is  the  ftate  of  the  concern  between  1796-7,  and  the  date  of 
the  prefent  accounts,  in  which  period  the  extraordinary  prefTuro 
has  been  nu>flly  felt,  \t  is  fatisfa£)ory  to  difcover,  that  without 
any  aid  from'  increafe  of  capital^  the  improvement  has  (lill  been 
747,000/. 

It  is  fair  then  to  infer,  that  fo  far  from  apprehenfions,  the  mod 
fanguine  hopes  may  be  indulged  from  the  prefent  general  afped  jof 
the  Company's  affairs,  whether  confidered  politically  or  commerci- 
ally  ;  that  unlefsany  thing  unforefeen  (hould  occur,  the  debts  may^ 
in  a  few  years,  be  reduced  to  the  amount  at  which  it  may  be  j)ra«* 
dent  to  limit  them  ;  and  that  the  furplus  produce  pf  the  revenues 
may  be  applied  to  the  purpo&s  intended,  when  the  lafl  arratigeiivcnt 
took  place. 

I,  beg  leave.to  conclude,  by  fubmitting,  as  ufual^  the  relblutions 
ibggeded  from  the  accounts  upon  the  table  3 

Vot.  XII.  4C 
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<'  Rerolved,  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  revenues  o/the  Eaft- 
tndia  Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifia^  and 
from  Benares  and  Oude,  under  the  heads  of  mint  or  coinage  dudes, 
poft-ofEce  collcflions,  Benares  revenue,  Oude  fubfidy,  land  rcve- 
'  nues,  police  taxes,  cuftoms,  Tales  of  fait  and  opium,  and  Aamp  da- 
tics,  amounted,  on  the  average  of  three  years,  1796-7  to  1798-9, 
both  inclulive,  to  the  fum  of  5  crore,  88  lacs,  and  875  corrtst 
rupees. 

"  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrilTa,  and  from 
Benares  and  Oude,  under  the  fame  heads  which  were  efti  mated  for 
the  year  1798-9  to  amount  to  6  crore,  15  lacs,  and  52,008  cor- 
xcnt  rupees,  aa.ounted  to  6  crore,  15  lacs,  and  36,15  a  current 
rupees. 

**  That  it  appears  that  the  charges  incurred  by  the  Eaft-Indii 
Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  and  in  Be- 
nares and  Oude,  under  the  heads  of  civil,  judicial,  military,  and  ma- 
tine,  the  charges  of  buildings  and  fortifications,  of  colleding  the 
Revenues  and  cuftoms,  and  the  advances  and  charges  on  account  of 
fait  and  opium,  and  the  charges  of  the  ftamp- office,  which  wcrecfti- 
matcd,  for  the  year  1798-9,  at  3  crore,  95  lacs,  and  28,47 3 cur- 
rent rupees,  amounted  to  4  crore,  12  lacs,  and  42,912  current 
Tupees. 

'^  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft-India 
-Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  and  from 
Benares  and  Oude,  under  the  heads  of  mint  or  coinage  duties,  pofi« 
office  collections,  Benares  revenue,  Oude  fubfidy,  land  revenues, 
police  tastes,  cu(loms,  the  receipts  from  the  fales  of  fait  and  opium, 
and  the  (lamp  duties  fur  the  year  1 799- x  800,  are  eftimated  by  the 
Governor  General  and  Council  to  amount  to  the  fum  of  6  crore,  19 
lacs,  and  67,332  current  rupees^ 

**  That  it  appears  that  the  charges  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OriflTa,  and 
in  Benares  and  Oude,  under,  the  beads  of  civil,  judicial,  militanr, 
and  marine,  the  charges  of  buildings  and  fortifications,  of  colleding 
the  revenues  and  cudoms,  and  the  advances  and  charges  on  account 
of  fait  and  opium,  and  the  charges  of  the  ftamp-office,  for  the  year 
1799- 1 800,  are  eftimated,  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council, 
to  amount  to  the  fum  of  4  crore,  13  lacs,  and  75,534.  current 
rupees. 

"  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft-India 
Cornpany  at  the  Prcfidencyof  Fort  Saint  George,  and   the  fctilc- 
fncnts  fubordinate  thereto,  and  in  the  Carnatic  and  Northern  Cir- 
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cars  (cxclufive  of  Ceylon),  undef  the  heads  of  mint  or  coinage  du- 
ties, poft-ofiice  colledioNS,  fea  and  land  cuftoms,  fubfidics  from  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  Niiam,  land  re- 
vcnuesy  and  farms  and  licences-,  amounted,  on  an  average  of  three 
years,  '796-7  to  1 798-9,  both  inclpfivc,  to  the  fum  of  46  lacs 
and  78,631  pigodas. 

"  That  it  appears  that  the  annual* revenues  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company  at  the  Prefidency  of  I'ort  S^int  George,  and  the  fettlc- 
ixients  fubordinate  thereto,  and  in  the  Caroaiic  and  Northern  Cir- 
cars,  under  the  heads  of  mint  or  coinage  duties,  p<jft-DfSce  collec- 
tions, fea  and  land  cuftoms,  fuhfidics  from  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  Nizam,  land  revenues,  and  farms  and 
licences,  which  were cftimated,  for  the  year  1798-9,  to  amount  to 
52  lacs  and  96,834  pagodas,  amounted  to  52  l^cs  and  739O49 
pagodas. 

**  That  It  appears  that  the  charges  incurred  by  the  Eaft-India 
Company  at  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  Saint  George,  and  the  fettle- 
roents  fubordinate  thereto,  and  in  the  Carnatic  and  Northern  Cir- 
cars,  under  the  refpcdlive  heads  of  pof^-oflice,  civil,  military,  and 
revenue  charges,  and  for  buildings  and  fortifications,  which  were 
cftimated,  for  the  year  1798-9,  to  amount  to  71  lacs  and  43,797 
pagodas,  amounted  to  88  lacs  and  59,214  pagodas. 

"  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company  at  the  Prefidency  of  Fbrt  Saint  George,  and  the  fettle- 
tnents  fubordinate  thereto,  and  in  the  Carnatic  and  Northern  Cir- 
cars,  under  the  heads  aforefaid,  ibr  the  year  1799-1800,  are  cfti- 
mated by  the  Governor  and  Coundl  of  Madras  to  amount  to  6^  lacs 
and  98,986  pagodas. 

*^  That  It  appears  that  the  annual  charges  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
Eaft-India  Company  at  the  Prefidency  of  Fort  Saint  George,  and  in 
the  Carnatic  and  Northern  Circars,  under  the  refpedive  heads 
aforefaid,  in  the  year  1799- 1800,  are  efiimated  by  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  Madras  to  amount  to  the  fum  of  68  lacs  and 
48,077  pagodas. 

**  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eafl-India 
Company  at  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay,  and  the  fcttlements  fubordi- 
ifatc  thereto,  amounted  on  an  average  of  three  years,  1796-7  to 
J  798-9,  both  inclufive,  to  the  fum  of  30  lacs  and  48,038  rupees. 

'*  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  revenues  of  the  Eaft- India 
Con^pany  at  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay,  and  the  fcttlements  fubor- 
dinate thereto,  which  were  eftimated,  for  the  year  1798-9,  to 
amount  to  31  lacs  ^nd  32,723  rupees,  amounted  to  33  lacs  and 
29,657  rupees, 
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''  That  it  appears  that  this  charges  incurred  hj  the  Eaft-IiMfia 
(Company  at  the  Prelidency  of  Bombayi  and  the  iettlcments  fubor* 
dinate  theretp^  which  were  eflimated,  for  the  year  1798-99  to 
amount  to  89  lacs  and  I3>970  rupees,  amounted  to  i  crcncy  12 
lacs,  and  941425  rupees. 

**  That  it  appears  that  the  anni^l  revenues  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  at  the  Prelideiicy  of  Bombay,  and  the  fcttlements.  fobor* 
dinate  thereto,  for  the  year  1 7 99- 18 00,  are  e&imated,  by  the  Go> 
vernor  and  Council  of  Bopnbay,  to  amount  to  32  lacft  and  74,366 
rupees. 

'<  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  charges  to  be  defiaiycd  by  the 
£a A- India  Company  at  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay,  and  the  fettle- 
ments  fubordinate  thereto,  in  die  year  x 799-1 80O;  are  eilimated, 
by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Bombay,  to  amount  to  i  cnxre,  28 
lacs,  and  93,1 25  rupees, 

**  That  it  appears  that  the  annual  amount  of  the  Eaft-Indb 
Company  at  the  jRefidency  of  Fort  Marlborough,  and  its  depcndco^ 
cies,  arifing  from  cuftoms,  farms,  and  licences,  amounted,  00  ao 
average  of  three  years,  1 7 96- 7  to  1798-9,  both  inclufive,  to 
^22,156  Spanifh  dollars. 

**  That  it  appears  that  the  debts  owing  by  the  Eaft- India  Com* 
pany  at  the  feveral  fcttlements  in  India,  amounted,  on  30th  April 
1799,  to  the  fum  of  12  crore,  99  lacs,  and  55,259  current 
rupees. 

'<  That  it  appears  that  the  part  of  the  aforefaid  debts  bearing  in] 
terefl,  amounted  to  10  crore,  19  lacs,  and  5285  current  rupees, 
and  that  the  intereft  thereon  amounted  to9i  lacs  and  56,876  cur« 
rent  rupees, 

**  That  it  appears  that  the  value  of  aflets  in  India,,  oonfifling  of 
ca(h  in  the  treafuries,  of  bills  receivable,  of  goods  provided  10  be 
(hipped  for  England,  of  goods  imported  to  be  fold  in  India,  of  fait, 
opium,  &c.  and  of  (lores  for  ufe  or  fale,  amounted,  on  30th  April 
1799  (including  current  rupees  5  crore,  63  lacs,  and  74,667,  of 
debts  (lated  to  be  owing  to  the  Company  there)  to  10  crore,  25 
lacs,  and  91,062  current  rupees. 

^'  Th^t  it  appears  that  the  balance  of  ftock  againft  the  Eaft- India 
Company's  commerce  in  China  amounted,  at  the  concluiion  of  tte 
year  1798-91  to  the  fum  of  220,022/. 

*^  That  it  appears  that  the  debts  owing  to  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany in  Great  Britain  (including  725,900/.  of  debts  transferred 
from  Ijidia)  amounted,  on  the  id  of  March  1800,  to  5,830,222/. 

**  That  it  appears  that  the  eflfedts  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  in 
iSnglandj  and  afjoat  outward^  ^onfifting  of  ^nnuitiesj  ca(b  ia  the  trea^ 
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fury,  goods  fold  not  paid'  for,  good»  unfold,  eai]goeft  afloat,  and  other 
articles  in  their  commerce^  amounted,  on  id  March  1800,  to  tb« 
fum  of  16,185,950/. 

*^  That  it  appears  that  the  fales  of  the  Effirlndia  Company's 
goods  which,  in  February  17939  were  eftimated,  on  an  average,  to 
amount  to  4,988,300/.  amounted,  in  the  year  1 799-1 800,  to  the 
fum  of  71367,7 27/.*' 

[The  References  to  the  Appendix  in  Mr.  Secretary  DundasV 
Speeches^  Nos.  I,  2,  Wf.  contain  Ejiimates  of  the  various  Settlements^ 
ivhich  are  here  omitted^^ 

Mr,  HUSSEY  wi(hed  to  know,  whether  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  meant  to  fay,  that  the  Company  was  better,  by  the  fum 
he  ftatedt  in  its  af&irs  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  replied,  certainly. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  it  (ignified  nothing  what  he  or  any  body  elfe 
faid  of  the  afllairs  of  the  Company  ;  for  they  had  dated  thefe  afEiirs 
diemfelves  \  and  he  maintained,  upon  that  ftatement  it  appeared, 
that,  on  the  affairs  at  home,  the  Company,  comparing  the  ftatement 
How  with  the  ftatement  twenty  years  ago,  were  (ix  millions  worfo 
Inftead  of  better, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  this  was  making  no  allow-* 
ance  at  all  for  the  increafe  of  the  wealth  of  the  Company  in  dead 
ftock  in  India,  as  he  had  already  ftated,  for  warehoufes,  for  (hipping,, 
for  forts,  and  above  all,  for  territorial  revenues,  which  would 
amount  to  many  millions  fterling;  and  this  was  the  way  to  judgo 
of  the  real  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company.  The  truth  was, 
the  honourable  gentleman  knew  very  well,  that  the  real  ftate  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  was,  that  of  great  profperity. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  (aid,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  knew 
the  real  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  the  Company  full  as  well  as  he  did, 
and  indeed  better  a  great  deal ;  and  he  knew  vety  well  that  the  dif- 
ficulty which  he  had  ftated  had  not  been  removed.  That  the  dead 
ftoCk  and  territorial  revenue  of  India  were  enlarged  very  much,  he 
was  ready  to  allow  ;  but  he  would  fay  this,  and  it  was  his  duty  to 
the  Public  to  fay  it,  if  the  Company  were  to  break  up  to-morrow, 
atld  to  convert  all  they  had  into  ca(b  both  in  India  and  in  Europe, 
atid  then  to  make  a  dividend  to  the  firft  adventurer,  inftead  of  hay- 
ing  enough  to  pay,  he  believed  there  would  be  many  millions  de- 
ficient :  he  fpoke  on  a  comparifon  of  twenty  years  on  their  home 
account,  and  their  own  account  of  affairs.  Vpon  that'ftatemcn^ 
there  were  (vc  millions  minus. 
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The  diflTerenf  refolutions  were  then  put  and  carried ;  and  the 
Houfe  being  refumed^  (he  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
fnorrovr. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

» 

Thurfday,  July  24. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking  into  confiderattort  the 
fpecial  report  made  from  the  Committee  yeflerday  on  the  Flout 
Company  Bill, 

The  paragraphs  in  The  .Times  complained  of  in  the  Committee 

were  rc^d  ;  and  it  was  movtd,   **  That  the  faid  paragraphs  contain 

a  breach  of  (he  privilt  ges  of  this  Houfe."    The  fame  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  (hnt  C.  Bell  and  j.  Bonfor  do  attend  this  lloufe  on 

M  nt,1ay  next. 

Report  was  made  from  the  Committee  to  whom  His  Majefty*a 
ineiTagc  of  ycfterday,  touching  temporary  accommoiiations  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Houfc  of  Lords, — That  the  Committee  had  met  and 
'  confidered  His  Majcfty's  mcifage,  and  had  examined  tjje  plan  laid 
before  the  Houfc,  and  had  found  the  fame  to  be  perfe<31y  conve- 
nient for  the  temporary  accommodations  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of 
|]ie  United  Pariiamcnj,  which  being  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefentcd  to  His  Majefty 
tp  return  His  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  mcft  gm- 
cious  communication  of  the  plan  which  His  Majefty  has  pleafed  to 
dlre6>  to  be  executed  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  of  the  United  Parliament. 

Ordered,  that  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty  by  the 
Lords  with  white  ftavcs. 

Their  Lordfhips  then  proceeded  to  the  confideration  of  the  re* 
port  of  the  Flour  and  Bread  Company  bill. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  rofe,  he  faid,  to  move  two  or  thiec 

claufes,  with  a  view  to  fatisfy  the  minds  and  quiet  the  apprehenfions 

of  thofe  who  fcemed  to  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  the  Company 

having  fo  long  a  term  of  duration  as  ten  years  before  they  could  be 

diffolved  ;  the  firft  claufe  therefore  that  he  (hould   move,  was  « 

claufe  to  enable  His  Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Councit,. 

to  diflblvc  the  faid  Company  at  (Ix  months  notice,  whenever  U 

I  (hould  be  made  appear  to  him,  that  they  had  abufcd  their  powers, 

!  or  been  guilty  of  practices  injurious  to  the  public  ;  and  to  make 

I  room  for  that  claufe,  he  would  pfevioufly  move  to  leave  oi^t  all  the 
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words  of  limitation^  an9  infert  the  claufe  he  bad  drawn  up  in  the 
place  of  them.     Agreed  to.     ' 

The  next  claufe  he  (hould  move,  went,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  ta 
put  an  end  to  the  jealoufy  ihted  to  prevail  left  the  Company  fhould 
become  corn  merchants  and  corn  importers,  which  they  themfelvcs 
profefTcd  to  have  no  intention  or  inclination  of  doing,  and  which 
indeed  the  very  words  of  the  bill  would  be  found  not  to  warrant. 
As,  however,  it  muft  be  thought  righf  that  the  Company  fhould 
have  a  power  to  fell  their  damaged  wheat,  of  wheat  under  particu-* 
lar  circumftances,  in  the  claufe  that  he  was  about  to  move  the  Com- 
pany were  reft  rifled  from  felling  more  than  <^ne  thoufand  quarters  , 
in  any  one  week.  His  Lordlbip  moved  a  claufe  to  that  efFefl/  which 
was  alfo  agreed  to.     . 

.  The  third  claufe  which  he  meant  to  introduce  was  to  gratify  the 
wUhes  of  the  bakers  refpcfling  the  ftandard  wheaten  bread.     His 
J^ordfliip  faid,  it  was  a  ftngular  circumftitnce,  that  it  was  aflcrted 
that  fuch  bread  was  not  fuited  to  the  tafte  of  this  vaft  metropolis, 
though,  fpeaking  with  refpefl  to  the  common  people,  it  was  fitted 
for  individuals  from  all  the  different  provinces  and  counties  in  the 
kingdom,  in  many  of  which  no  other  than  houftiold  bread  was  ever 
tafted.'  Yetthcfe  very  individuals,  if  the  fafl  were  true  as  aflerted, 
changed  their  tafte  on  coming  to  town,  and  nothing,  forfooth,  but 
fine  white  bread  could  be  relifhed  by  them,   though,   according  to 
the  opinion  of  many  judges,  it  was  a  worfc  and  lefs  wholefome  bread 
than  the  brown  bread.     His  Lorddiip  faid,  however,  as  the  afTixe 
of  bread  ftood  at  prefent,  the  ftandard  wheaten  bread  could  not  be 
made  by  the  common  baker,  and  therefore  the  bakers  apprehended 
(hat  the  fale  of  brown  bread  near  their  (hops  would  lefTen  their  cuf- 
tofii,  as  it  would  be  fubftituted  in  lieu  of  their  fine  bread.     He 
owned   he  thought  there  was  fome  weight  in  this  apprehenfion» 
though  the  efiefl  of  it  would  be. trifling  indeed,  as  he  had  feen  from 
a  variety  of  calculations  upon  the  fubjefl.     He  would,  however, 
move  a  claufe,  enabling  the  bakers  to  make  the  ftandard  wheatcit 
or  houlhold  bread  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Compatiy  were  au^ 
thorifed  to  do  by  the  bill,  by  enabling  the  magiftrates  to  fet  an  adc-* 
quate  afiize  thereon ;  this  would  add  to  the  competition  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  increafed  confumption  of  the  houfhold  bread 
would  lefTen  the  confumption  of  the  fine  bread,  as  it  would  go  far* 
ther  \  fo  would  it,  in  a  certain  proportion,  dimintfh  the  neceflity  for 
fo  large  an  importation  of  foreign  wheat,  which  certainly  was  an 
objed  extremely  defirable.     Having  thus  explained  the  objedt  of 
the  claufe,  bis  Lordihip  tcmtt  it,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
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Lord  HOBART^  faid,  he  truftcd  that  the  Houfe  would  give  him 
credit,  when  he  aflured  them  that  it  was  With  extreme  pam  he  felt 
It  his  duty  to  oppofe  any  bitl  or  other  meafure  which  was  honoured 
^ich  the  fanftion  and  fupport  of  the  noble  Lords  who  Had  interefted 
themfelves  (o  warmly  in  favour  of  the  prefent  bill.  In  confequence 
of  the  claufes  that  had  been  moved  that  dav.  he  owned  fome  of  the 
obje6lions  that  he  had  ielt  againft  the  bill  we|«  done  away.  Per- 
haps thofe  interefted  would  have  rather  had  a  more  limited  rcOric- 
tion  laid  upon  the  Company  in  refpeft  to  their  felling  wheat;  but 
he  did  not  himfelf  think  that  the  fale  of  50,000  quarters  of  wheat 
in  a  year  would  be  much  felt  by  the  corn  merchants,  as  affeding 
their  trade  or  the  price  of  the  market.  He  therefore  concurred  m 
all  the  claufes  that  the  noble  Earl  had  moved. 

The  Duke  of  CLARENCE  faid,  that  like  the  noble  Lord,  a 
great  deal  of  the  objedtion  he  had  to  the  bill  was  certainly  removed 
by  the  noble  Earl'^  (;laufes  :  Aill,  however,  he  could  not  approve 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  in  his  opinion  was  wrong,  and  fo 
he  mud  continue  to  conlider.  At  the  fame  time  he  was  ready  to~ 
aiTent  to  the  claufes  that  had  been  moved,  as  they  provided  checks 
and  guards,  as  far  as  they  went,  againft  abufe. 

The  Earl  of  WESTMORLAND  faid,  after  the  bill  had  been 
fo  fully  debated  and  argued  both  at  the  Bar  and  in  the  Houfe,  he 
did  not  mean  to  trouble  their  Lordfliips  with  going  into  any  derail 
upon  it :  he  mu(l,*however,  be  permitted  to  make  one  or  two  ob* 
fervations.    The  firft  was,  that  he  (hould  have  liked  the  bill  better, 
if  it  had  procee(}ed  in  the  ufual  way,  to  enable  His  Majefty  to 
grant  his  royal  charter  to  the  Company,  if  there  was  to  be  a  cor- 
.  porate  Company  at  all,   becaufe  .in  that  cafe  it  would  neoefTarily 
have  fubjcftcd  the  whole  of  the  fubjcft  to  the  confideration  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  made  them  refponiible,  if  thccliar* 
ter  pafTed  the  great  feal.     He  owned,  neverthelefs,  that  the  chufe 
authorifing  His  Majefty,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to 
jiiflblve  the  Company  at  any  tithe  at  fix  months  notice,  upon  any 
proof  of  malpradticcs  or  abufe  of  their  powers  (which  he  underftood 
had  been  moved  and  agreed  to  before  he  entered  the  Houfe),  did  in 
fome  meafure  cure  the  objeflion.     The  next  obfervation  he  wiflied 
to  offer  was,  that  if  trade  was  to  be  interfered  with  at  all,  he  had 
much  rather  have  fccn  it  placed  in  the  hands  of  His  Majcfty's  Mi- 
niflers,  who  were  refponfible  pcrfons,  than  in  a  private  company, 
let  their  intentions  be  ever  fo  patriotic,  ever  fo  upright.     With  rc- 
fpeifl  to  the  ciaufe  that  his  noble  frisnd  had  moved,  to  allow  the 
Company  to  fell  fifty  thoufand  quarters  a  year,  he  certainly  thought 
it  was  right  and  neccfTary  to  allow  the  Company  to  fell  their  da« 
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magcd  wheat,  as  well  as  fuch  wheat  as  they  mig^t  apprehend  was 
in  danger  of  being  damaged,  becaiifc  as  much  difadvantage  might 
refult  to  the  public  from  the  Company's  not  being  allowed  to  dif<* 
pofe  of  fuch  wheat  as  if  it  were  really  damaged  ;  but  whether 
50,000  quarters  was  not  too  great  a  latitude  he  could  net  fay* 
His  Lordfhip,  therefore,  concurred  in  the  feveral  claufes  of  his 
noble  friend. 

The  Elarl  of  LIVERPOOL  faid,  he  wifhed  to  fay  but  a  very 
few  words ;  and  firft,  he  declared,  that  after  the  fulled  confidera* 
tion  of  the  bill  in  every  point  of  view,  he  was  fati^fied  that  the  ^ 
principle  was  right ;  and  he  truAed,  that  under  the  povifions  of 
the  bill,  and  the  claufes  that  he  had  moved,  not  only  all  alarm  and 
apprehenlion  of  danger  from  it  would  be  fet  at  re(^,  but  that  the 
eBk€k  of  the  meafure  would  be  found  to  be  what  the  gentlemen  who 
had  projeded  it  fincerely  meant  it  to  be,  of  great  ufe  and  advantage 
to  the  public.  He  would  therefore  move,  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time. 

The  bill  was  read  a  thtrd  time  and  was  paflfed,  and  was  ordeied 
to  be  {ent  down  to  the  Commons  ^ith  the  amendments. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thurfday^  July  24. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  granting 
a  certain  fum  of  money  out  of  the  confolidated  fund,  and  for  ap- 
plying certain  fums  therein  mentioned  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1 8  Qo,  being  read,  and  the  queftion  put,  ^' That  this  bill  be  now 
read  a  third  time." 

Mr.  TIERNEY  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfc  to  one 
part  of  this  Appropriation  h.&. — Whether  the  armiftice  between  the 
Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  French  Republic  had  or  had  not 
taken  place,  he  would  not  now  difcufs.  His  own  mind  was  made 
up  on,  the  probability  of  the  thing.  He  was  fatisficd  that  fuch  an 
armiftice  would  take  place,  if  it  were  not  already  determmed  on, 
and  that,  the  confequence  of  it  would  be  a  feparate  peace  between  the 
Emperor  and  the  French  Republic.  The  ground  on  which  the 
money  was  voted  and  included  in  this  bill,  was,  that  of  a  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war.  Now,  he  would  admit,  vfor  the  fake  of 
ai^gumcnt,  that  fuch  an  objed  was  defirable,  and  he  would  admit 
alfo,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  the  voting  of  thefe  two  millions 
of  money  was  the  beA  (lep  which  could  be  taken,  on  the  part  of  thi9 
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country,  cither  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  war,  or  a  negoda- 
tion  for  peace :  having  admitted  thefe  two  broad  points  for  the  fake 
of  argument,  he  apprehended  he  had  admitted  as  much  as  any  the 
moft  fanguine  fupporters  of  the  war  could  wi(h ;  but  he  muil  then 
lay  in  his  claim  to  a  right  to  call  on  thf  Britifli  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, to  guard  againft  fending  any  of  the  money  of  this  country 
away  after  the  Emperor  (hall   have  concluded  a  peace  wirh  the 
French  Republic.     He  faid  this  after  much  rcfledlion  on  the  prc- 
fent  fofture^of  the  affairs  of  the  Continent.     The  Emperor's  prc- 
fcnt  engagement  with  us  would  expire  in  February  next — but  few 
months  of  an  a6^ive  campaign  could  be  expected  on*  the  part  of 
Auftria,  if  any  was  to  take  place,  and  the  remaining  time  nnjght  be 
employed  in  a  negotiation,  under  an  armtftice  ;  and  at  the  end  of 
this  engagement  between  the  Emperor  and  us,  which  would  be  in 
February  1801,  we  might  have  to  enter  into  another  engagement 
with  his  Imperial  Majefty.     To  guard  againft  any  inconveniences 
which  might  arife  to  us  by  his  imperial  M'ajefty  concluding  a  peace 
without  us,  and  taking  our  money  after  having  fo  concluded,  he 
had  a  propofition  to  make,  and  it  was  in  thefe  words :  — **  Provided 
always,  that  n(^  fum  or  fums  of  money  (hall,  or  may  be  remitted 
to  his  Majefty  the  Emperor,  by  way  of  loan,  or  advance,  from  and 
after  the  figning  of  a  feparate  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Emperor 
and  the  French  Republic.*'     To  this  he  did  not  fee  there  could  be 
any  objection,  unlefs  Minifters  would  fay,  "  at  all  events  two  mil- 
lions of  money  (hall  be  fcnt  to  the  Emperor  of  Germany."     By 
this  propofition  nothing  was  faid  for  or  againft  the  continuance,  of 
the  war,  nothing  for  or  againft  a  negotiation  for  peace  ;  all  thefe 
points  would  be  left  where  they  are  at  prefent ;  all  be  afked  was, 
that  if  the  Emperor  (hould,  from  imperious  necefTity,  (as  he  might,} 
feel  himfelf  bound  to  negociate. for  peace,  and  to  conclude  it,  that 
in  fuch  a  cafe  England,  after  being  deferred  by  her  allies,  (hould  be 
allowed  to  fave  her  money.     Indeed,  that  fuch  an  event  as  that  of 
the  Emperor  making  peace  without  confulting  us,  (hould  take  place, 
would  be  nothing  extraordinary  when  it  happened ;  and  Minifters 
themfelves  hardly  regarded  him  as  an  ally  at  all  laft  year;  for  the 
King's  fpecch,  the  laft  felTion  of  Parliament,  fpoke  of  the  magnani- 
fnous  Emperor  Paul  as  the  grand  ally,  and  there  were  a  few  epi« 
thets  applied  tothe  Archduke  Charles,  allowing  him  to  be  ap  able 
Commander ;  and  that  was  all  the  notice  that  was  taken  of  AuA^iSf 
Now  he  did  not  aHc.  Government  to  abandon  any  plan  which  might 
be  fuggefted  by  their  vigorous  underftandings  ;  but  only  that  they 
might  have  thp  decency  to  k^ep  the  money  of  England  after  the 
Emperor  (ball  have  made  peace.     In  truth,  all  the  money  fcnt  to 
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the  Emperor  he  confidered  as  loft,  for  he  jicver  repaid  any  of  it,  nor 
ever  would  ;  no,  not  fo  nnuch  as  the  intercft  of  it ;  nay,  the  cafe 
did  not  ftop  here,  for  of  the  laft  loan,  the  fum  of  1,162,000!.  he 
vcriiy  bclicvrd  the  Emperor  would  not  fo  much  as  acknowledge  it 
as  a  loan  ;  if  he  did,  it  would  be  of  little  ufe  ;  there  would  then 
be  indeed  intereft  upon  it,  but  the  Emperor  never  paid  any.  Under 
thefe  impreflions,  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  move,  that  in  feft.  22 
of  this  bill,  there  be  inferred  the  following  words,  "  Provided 
always  that  no  fum  or  fums  of  money,  Ihall,  or  may  be  remitted  to 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor,  by  way  of  loan  or  advance,  from  and 
after  the  (ignlng  of  a  feparate  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Emperor 
and  the  French  Republic." 
The  amendment  being  put, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  fatd,  he  (hould  not  now  difcufs  at 
large  the  queftion  whether  the  fubfidics  granted  by  this  country 
were  wifely  or  unwifely  granted  ;  it  was  unnecelTary  to  do  fo  ;  but 
whenever  that  queftion  came  to  be  difcuflcd,  he  (hould  be  pcrfe£lly 
ready  to  maintain  this  propolitioqp  **  that  this  countr}*  has  been  1 
gainer  by  all  the  fubfidies  it  has  granted  to  foreign  powers. "-^-Not* 
withftanding  any  objeflions  that  had  been  niade  to  it,  that  was  an 
opinion  which  he  was  perfeftly  ready  to  mamtain.     That  was-  npt 
now,  however,  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  the  motion  now  was,  a 
mere  requeft  to  the  Houfe,  to  dire6l  that  no  money  (hould  be  fent 
to  die  Emperor  after  his  figninga  feparate  peace.     To  this  motion 
his  objedion  was  this : — the  Parliament  had  recorded  a  treaty  for 
allowing  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  a  certain  pecuniary  aid  ;  they  had 
trufted  the  Executive  Government  with  the  management  of  that 
matter,  as  well  as  others  that  belonged  to  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment to  nianage  ;  and  no  objedion  was  made  to  the  condu6l  of  the 
affairs  of  (late  in  this  country.     Under  thefe  circumftances  it  was 
for  the  Houfe  to  fay,  whether  there  was  any  necefTity  for  pafling  a 
prohibitory  meafure  like,  this  ?     He  had  no  obje(3ion  to  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  making  this  motion ;  feeling  as  he  did  on  the 
conduSf  of  public  affairs,  he  was  perfe6lly  right  in  this  motion  »  he 
had  repeatedly  faid,  he  had  no  confidence  in  His  Majefty's  Minif- 
ters,  he  thought  the  condud  of  the  Executive  Government  wrong ; 
and  therefore  he  did  right,  when  he  did  any  thing  that  tended  to 
prohibiting  Minifters  from  purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  they  do  pur- 
fue :  this  motion  was  with  that  view,   and  it  was  perfeflly  right 
upon  the  principle  of  the  honourable  mover  of  it ;  but  although  it 
was  right  upon  the  principle  of  its  mover,. yet  he  muft  excufe  him, 
if  he  faid  that  the  mover  of  this  motion  was  not  the  fort  of  perfbn 
whom  he  was  endeavouring  to  convince  \  his  hope  was  in  t^e  fenfc 
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and  convi^lion  of  the  Houfci  the  majority  of  which  had»  upon  ewnr 
occafion  that  called  for  it,  exprefsly  approved  of  the  condud  of  Hu 
Majefty's  Minifter$  in  the  courfc  of  the  prefent  war ;  and  with  the 

'  Houfe  the  queftion  would  be  this  :— Whether  they  faw  any  nccef- 
fity,  at  this  moment,  for  interfering  with  the  fun<9ions  of  Execu* 
tive  Government,  and,  by  a  parliamentary  interference,  prohibiting 
them  from  doing  an  a6t,  which,  whether  ihpy  intended  it  or  not,  would 
be  a  parliamentary  declaration,  that  the  Executive  Government  was 
no  longer  to  be  trufled  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  did  very  right 
in  moving  this  upon  his  principle,  namely,  "  That  His  Majciiy's 
Miniders  defervcd  no  longer  to  be  trufted  with  the  management  ct 
public  siffairs  ;*'  but  it .  was  for  the  Houfe  to  confidcr  whether  the 
alTumption  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  corred^  one  or  not  i 
and  they  would  confider,  whether  tlicre  was  any  reafon  for  coining 
now  to  a  parliamentary  c^eclaration,  that  Government  (rcfponftble 
as  all  its  Minifters  arc  for  ever}'  thjng  they  do)  (hall  no  longer  be 
trufted  with  that  which  moft  unqueftionably  belongs  to  the  Execu* 
ttve  Government  to  manage*  It  was  for  the  Houfe  to  ooniidcr 
whether  it  would,  by  anticipation,  declare  (for  that  thry  muft  come 
to  before  they  could  aflent  to  this  motion)  that  His  Majcfty's  Mi- 
nifters would  mifufe  the  power  propofed  to  be  given  to  them  by  this 
bill  ;  and  therefore  there  (hall  be  a  parliamentary  declaration,  txit 
of  what  they  (hall  do,  but  of  what  (hey  fhall  not  do.  Now  he 
trufted  the  Houfe  were  not  prepared  to  agree  to  any  fuch  reftrid^ioo ; 
and  therefore  would  not  adopt  this  amendment. 

Mr.  JON  ES  faid :  "  The  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State  has 
alleged  that  we  have  been  gainers  by  the  allies.  Sir,  the  (ad 
fiands  thus :  Wc  have  fublidized  nearly  all  the  Continent ;  we  have 

•  taken  into  our  pay  Hungarians,  HeiTians,  Germans,  Condeans,  and 
pafd  and  recruited  all  the  fubfcription  confcripts  and  renegado  ccn- 
vids  of  the  world.  As'to  the  Emperor  in  queftion,  lie  has  taken 
our  millions,  and  (as  I  have  often  obftrved)  paid  neither  principal  nor 
intereft.  Surely,  Sir,  if  he  was  fighting  in  a  common  caufe,  as  it 
is  called,  there  might  be  fome  fatisfadtion  in  advancing  htm  the 

.  money  in  queftion  ;  but  no  money  ought  tobefent  oiit  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  cafe  of  an  armiftice  being  concluded,  or  a  fcparatc  peace 
agreed  upon.  The  amendment  of  my  honourable  fiiend  (Mr. 
Tierney)  goes  to  that.  Sir,  it  is  moft  irkfome  to  me  to  refift  the 
meafures  of  His  Majefly's  Minifters,  day  after  day  ;  but.  Sir,  their 
(what  I  cannot  help  calling)  new  career  ought  to  be  put  a  ftop  to  ; 
and,  Sir,  it  requires  the  patience  of  Job  to  allow  them  to  proceed  as 
they  do.  Sir,  the  gentlemen  oppofitc  to  me  fmile  ;  but  I  repeat 
that  the  people  of  England  have  (he  patience  of  Job  to  bear  the  con- 
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do6t  of  His  Majefiy's  Minifters  in  their  mad  and  defperate  pcrfc- 
verance  in  the  prcfcnt  war.  Sir,  this  money,  as  I  faid  before,  ^ill 
fcrve  only  as  a  tem^rary  ranfom  for  the  jpioud  and  Imperial  capital 
of  Vipnna ;  atid  notwithftanding  thofe  gentlemen  fmiled  at  my  Quo- 
tation from  Juvenal,  as  to  Vienna,  on  a  former  day,  I  now  take  the 
opportunity  of  repeating,  that  if  peace  is  not  fpeedily  concluded  Bo- 
naparte will  inevitably  get  rher^. 

"  If  the  Miniftets  of  this  country  had  not  fent  what  they  term 
*^  a  wife  and  dignified  emfwer''  to  the  ofFefs  of  peace  prdpofcd  by 
Bonaparte,  we  (hould  not  now  ht  debating  on  this  loan  bill.  Who 
is  there  in  this  unfortunate  country  that  does  not  fufFer  in  the  moft 
pungent  manner  by  the  continuance  of  this  war,  if  wc  except  loan- 
jobbers  and  contractors,  whofe  palaces  (to  ufc  the  words  of  a  cele- 
brated writer)  "  rife  like  exhalations,"  while  the  mnnfions  of  the* 
middle  order  of  the  gentr>'  of  England  are  barred  up  and  (hut :  the 
people  of  this  country  are  no  more — the  old  hofpitality  of  EngliOimcn 
is  greatly  crippled ;  and  if  the  war  goes  on  much  longer,  muft  be 
entirely  annihilated. 

'^  Sir,  Minifters  know  not  the  peril  in  which  they  place  this  coun- 
try by  their  prefcnt  proceedings.  Its  fate  feems  to  hang  only  by  a 
fingle  thread  ;  and  if  they  pcrfevere  in  their  ruinous  and  expenfive 
condud,  it  muft  perifh.  Sir,  my  efforts  to  obtain  peace,  humble 
as  they  were,  have  been  treated  with  fcorn  and  contumacy  ;  but^ 
fpeaking  of  myfelf,  I  muft  fay,  truth  will  tell  fird  or  lafl :  it  is  an' 
old  but  a  well  proved  adage—"  Magna  eft  Veritas,  et  prevakbii.** 
And,  Sir,  unfuccefsful  as  I  may  have  been,  I  will  neverthelcfs  pcr- 
fevere :  and  if  a  peace  is  not  brought  about  before  the  next  feffion 
of  Parliament  (it  is  certainly  now  too  late  to  notice  the  bufinefs  far- 
ther in  the  preftnt  feflion)  I  fhall  take  an  opportunity  of  moving  on 
an  early  day  an  addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  e^preflive  of  the  critical  { 
fituation  of  the  country  ;  but  I  hope,  in  God's  name,  the  conclu- 
fion  of  a  peace — I  mean  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace— -will  pre- 
clude my  intentions. 

.  Colonel  ELFORD,  in  noticing  ane^prefTion  of  Mr.  Jones  re- 
lative to,the  People^  faid  that  nothing  could  be  more  plain  than  that 
the  people  were  extremely  fatisiied  with  the  meafiiresof  Adminiftra- 
tion,  for  they  found  no  fault  with  them. 

Mr.  MARTIN  replied,  that  the  people  at  large  bad  no  oppor- 
tunity of  expreffing  their  fcntiments  ;  and,  from  the  temper  of  that 
Houfe,  they  had  no  encouragement  to  offer  their  fcntiments. 

Sir  GILBERT  HEATHCOTE  faid,  that  as  Parliament  ha 
t)iought  fit  to  grant  two  millions  to  the  Emperor^  he  was  clearly  k> 
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opinion  that  MiniAers  ihould  have  the  full  and  free  difpoial  of  it  in 
all  events.  If,  as  the  right  honourable  Secretary  obferved,  they 
made  an  improper  ufe  of  it,  they  were  refponfiblc.  When  Par- 
liament met  again,  any  gentleman  might  call  them  to  account  for 
their  condu£(.  Even  if  an  armiftice  was  concluded,  as  had  been 
flatedy  this  fum  of  money  might  enable  the  Emperor  to  have  us,  his 
ally,  made  a  party  in  any  treaty  of  peace  he  was  about  to  negodateJ 
He  therefore  was  againft  the  amendment. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  denied  that  there  was  any 
law  to  prevent  the  people  from  meeting  in  an  orderly  manner,  and 
laying  their  wKhes  before  Parliament.  This,  fpecies  of  language 
was  frequently  thrown  out  by  gentlemen  in  oppofition,  who  felt  fo 
very  fore  if  a  firong 'allufion  was  made  to  any  of  themfelves,  but 
who  never  fpared  ofTeniive  language  towards  others.  The  manner 
in  which  this  amendment  was  brought  forward,  and  the  exprcflions 
which  accompanied  it,  he  cortfidered  to  be  highly  ofienfive  to  the 
Government,  and  an.afperfion  on  our  ally^  as  if  one  did  notdefcrve 
confidence,  and  the  other  was  not  to  be  trufted.  To  introduce 
fuch'  words  into  the  bill  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the  refped  due 
to  our  ally  ;  and  if  any  caution  was  neceifary,*  the  Houfe  and  the 
Public  had  better  confide  in  the  prudence  of  His  Majefly's  Mi- 
niftefs. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faM,  he  had  fpoken  the  genuine  fentimentt  of 
his  heart ;  and  if  the  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
wiflied  to  take  down  his  words,  he  was  welcome  to  do  fo,  for  he 
would  Uve  and  die  by  them. 

Mr^TIERNEY  faid,  however  deficient  the  learned  gentleman 
might  think  him  in  point  of  urbanity,  he  was  not  confcious  of 
having  employed  any  ^  coarfe '  language  in  his  opening.  All  he 
wifhed  to  exprefs  was,  that  the  Emperor,  whatever  his  difpofition 
may  be,  might  be  fo  far  preflTed  by  the  fucceflfcs  of  the  enemy  as  to 
find  peace  a  duty  to  his  own  fubjeds,  paramount  to  the  obligations 
of  any  treaty  whatever.  If,  however,  the  right  honourable  gen- ' 
tleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  would  promife,  -  that  no  money  (hould  be 
fent  to  the  Emperor  uhder  the  circumftances  alluded  to,  he  (liould 
give  up  his  motion  ;  otherwife  he  (hould  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houlip 
upon  it. 

Mr.  ROBSON  aflced  what  was  intended  by  the  ad  of  the  36th 
f  his  prcfent  Majefty  ?     If  it  was  intended  to  be  put  in  execution, 
t  certainly  threw  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  public  meetings, 
aving  lately  had  dccafion  to  call  a  meeting  in  the  parilb  of  St. 

ary-le-bone  j  he  had  received  a  letter  from  a  magiftrate  of  the 
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county y  advifing  him  by  no  means  to  hold  fuch  a  meetingt  asi  in  hit 
opinion  it  was  illegal. 

A  divifion  took  placC'-^For  the  amendment,  4;  againft  it,  38, 
Majority,  34- 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  lime  and  paflfed. 

Mr.  ROBSON  afterwards  took  occafion  to  make  fome  obfcrva- 
tions  upon  the  negledt  of  Adminiftration  in  not  fending  the  Ruffians 
home  fooner,  which  it  was  their  duty  to  have  done ;  by  which  ne« 
glcd  this  country  had  been  burthened  with  the  payment  of  40,000/. 
per  month  ;  which  burthen  was  to  continue  till  the  troops  arrived 
An  their  own  country,  and  by  the  treaty  two  months  after.  We  had 
alfo  been  lately  repairing  their  (hips  of  war  in  this  country,  and 
feeding  and  fup]porting  at  leaft  26,000  foreigners  in  this  time  of 
unexampled  fcarcity. 

Mr.  HERNEY  obfcrved,  that  this  was  the  day  on  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  expreiTed  his  intention  of  dating 
his  determination  with  regard  to  the  neceffity  of  addreffing  the 
Houfe  for  the  purpofe  of  anfwering  the  fubjedt  matter  of  the  refolu* 
rions  relative  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  which  he  had  had  the 
honour  of  prcfenting  a  few 'days  ago.  As  the  right  honourable  gen« 
tlemen  was  not  in  his  place,  he  certainly  (hould  be  extremely  forry 
to  attempt  bringing  the  bufinefs  forward :  nor  was  he  at  all  aware 
how,  upon  fuch  dry  matters  of  fadl  as  his  refolutions  contained,  any 
obfervations,  cither  from  himfclf  or  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, could  be  neceflary.  The  plan  that  had  been  adopted  lad 
year,  upon  his  prcfenting  a  (imilar  ftring  of  refolutions,  was 
that  of  moving  the  previous  queftion  upon  them ;  after  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  his  fet  of  refolutions,  per- 
haps more  detailed,  from  his  poffeffing  nrlore  ample  iburces  of  in- 
formation upon  the  fubjed  ;  but  certainly  not  contradidling  the 
flatement  in  the  refolutions  he  had  prefentcd.  They  could  not  dif- 
fer materially,  becaufe  the 'accounts  on  which  both  were  founded 
were  precifely  the  fame.  Whether  it  was  intended  to  adopt  the 
fame  plan  this  year  as  lad,  he  knew  not;  it  was  totally  immaterial 
to  him  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  did  not  wi(h  to  enter  at  all  into  the 
fubjeft  in  the  abfence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  ar\y 
honourable  gentleman  thought  proper  to  move  the  previous  queftion 
on  his  refolutions,  and  to  prefent  thofe  intended  to  be  fubmittcM^t>y 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Excliequer,  he  could  have  no  objedlion. 

Mr.  ROSE  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  it  would 
be  improper  to  bring  on  a  difcuffion  of  fuch  a  queftion  as  this  in  the 
abfence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  therefore  thought 
the  bcft  way  would  be  to  adjourn  the  debate  to  a  future  day. 
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Mr.  Long  then  prefented  the  countcr-refoludons  of  the  Chaiw 
ccllor  of  the  Exchequer  on  this  fubje6t,  and  the  debate  thereon  wis 
adjourned  to  Monday. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  reprted  to  the  Houfe,  that  rt^eir  ad- 
dreis  on  Tuefday  laft  (that  His  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  picafcd 
to  give  diredions  that  an  inquiry  be  made  into  the  flate  and  manage- 
nncnt  of  His  MajeHy's  prifon  in  Cold  Bath  Fields)  had  been  pre* 
fented  to,  His  Majefty ;  and  that  His  Majefiy  had  commanded  him 
to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  he  will  give  directions  asdefircd  bydic 
faid  addrefs. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  moved,  "  That  an  humble  addreft  be 
prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to  inform  His  Majefty  that  a  plan  having 
been  sf^reed  upon  for  the  enlargement  of  that  Houfe,  in  order  to  ac- 
commudace  the  Members  of  the  United  Parliament^  the  Houfe  beg 

'leave,  to  aflure  His  Maje(ly»  that,  if  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  give  diredions  for  carrying  fuch  plan  into  execution,  this  Houlc 

.  would  defray  the  ncceffary  expence  thereof." — ^Agreed  to. 

Friday^  July  25. 

A  mefTage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  their  Lord- 
(hips  had  agreed  to  the  Flour  and  Bread  Manufactory  IiKorporation 
Bill,  with  fomc  amendments,  to  which  they  begged  the  concurrence 
oF  the  Houfe ;  and  a  fecond  meiTage,  that  their  Lordfhips  had  agreed 
to  the  King's  Property  Bill,  without  any  amendment. 

The  bill  for  raifing  3,000,000/.  on  exchequer  bills,  the  bill  for 
raifing  other  3,000,000/.  on  exchequer  bills,  and  the  bill  for  the 
further  ifTue  of  3,500,006/.  to  be  raifed  in  the  fame  manner, 
were  refpeflively  read  a  third  time  and  paflfed. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  then  moved,  "  That  the  Houfe  do 
now  take  into  confideration  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords  in 
the  bill  for  incorporating  certain  pcrfons,  to  be  called  the  London 
Company  for  Manufafturing  of  Flour,  Meal,  and  Bread." 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  objcdted  to  the  precipitancy  of  the  ftep  pro- 
pofed  by  the  noble  Lord.  Some  time,  he  faid,  (hould  furely  be 
given  to  confider  the^  nature  of  thefe  amendments  ;  and  Monday 
next  was  as  early  a  day  as  they  could  be  difcuflcd  with  propriety. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  he  was  confcious  that  it  was  rather 
irregular  to  mal.e  that  motion  fo  foon  after  the  meflage  had  been 
received  from  the  Lords.  It  had  rathef  been  his  wifh,  therefore, 
that  the  difcuflion  (hould  be  deferred.  But  he  underftood  that  it 
w  ould  be  more  convenient  for  theoppofcrs  of  the  bill,  that  they  (hould 
have  an  opportunity  of  delivering  their  fentiments  that  night ;  and 
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be  was  confident  there  was  nothing  id  the  amendments  that  had  not 
merely  to  be  underftood  to  be  approved  of. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  thought  it  right  to  obforve,  that  for 
fome  years  pad  it  had  been  ufual  to  difcourage  as  much  as  pofllble 
the  praiSice  of  taking  amendments  made  upon  a  bill  by  the  Lords 
into  confideration  the  fame  night  on  which  they  were  communi- 
cated. There  was  no  rule  nor  law,  nor  Handing  order  upon  the 
fubje^t ;  but  this  condu^  was  evidently  fan6)ioned  by  reafon  and 
produdive  of  convenience.  An  opportunity  was  thus  afforded  to 
members  to  reflcA  deliberately  upofi  the  alterations  that  bills  under* 
went  in  the  other  Houfe ;  and  he  himfelf  had  it  in  his  power  to  afcer- 
tain  with  accuracy  whether  they  encroached  upon  the  privileges  of  the 
Commons.  The  chief  thing  for  deliberation  in  the  prefent  cafe 
was,  when  the  amendments  upon  this  bill  were  likely  to  be  moft 
fully  confidered.  If  the  befl  opportunity  of  difcuflion  would  be 
afforded  to  day,  he  thought  the  Houfe  ought  to  enter  upon  it  thenj 
if  not,  that  they  fliould  interpofe  fome  delay.  They  (hould  be  regu- 
lated by  convenience. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  faid,  he  could  fee  no  ob- 
je6tion  to  enter  upon  the  conlidcration  of  the  amendments  then ; 
particularly  as  there  was  no  neceflity  for  deciding  upon  them,  even 
in  that  cafe,  till  a  future  day.  That  dccifion  was  likely  to  be  the 
more  judicious,  from  the  Houfe  being  previoufly  mafler  of  their  na- 
ture and  tendency. 

Mr.  BAKER  faid,  he  diiapproved  of  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and  wifhed  to  fee  it  thrown  put. .  He  intended  ro  make  a  motion 
to  that  tScA  ;  but  was  not  very  fure  of  the  manner  in  which  he^ 
ought  to  proceed. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  believed  he  could  fatisfy  the  doubts  of 
the  honourable  member.  When  it  wsts  moved  that  the  amendments 
be  read  a  fecond  time,  the  honourable  member  might  move  that 
they  be  read  a  fecond  time  this  day  three  months. 

The  motion  of  Lord  Hawkcfbury  was  then  put  and  carried  ; 
and  the  amendments  were  read  by  the  clerk :  Firfli  limiting  the 
Company  to  the  fale  of  ipoo  quarters  of  unbaked  wheat  per 
week ;  fecondly,  to  enable  the  magiflrates  to  regulate  the  aflize  of 
brown  bread  ;  and  thirdly,  to  empower  His  Majefty  and  the  Privy 
Council  to  diHolve  the  Company,  on  giving  it  fix  months  notice. 

On  the  motion  that  the  amendments  be  now  read  a  fecond  timey 

Mr.  BAKER  faid,  he  mufl  objed  to  this,  as  he  highly  difap- 
proved  of  the  bill  altogether,  and  was  convinced  that  it  could  not  be 
made  expedient  by  tbefe^  nor  any  other  amendments  which  could 
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pofTibly  bc^  dcvifed.  He  allowed,  that  it  Was  now  leTs  objedionabfe 
than  when  it  was  fenc  up  to  the  Lords ;  but  ftill  it  ou^t  by  no 
iYiean$  to  be  paflcd  into  a  law.  Mt.  Baker  then  adverted  to  the 
probable  operation  of  the  propofcd  amendments,  and  complained 
that  the  claufe  empowering  the  King  to  diflblve  the  Coropanj 
whenever  he  (hall  think  fit,  had  been  introduced  without  the  privity 
of»the  proprietors,  and  might  prove  highly  injurious  to  them.  Hii 
fundamental  objedion  to  the  bill  was,  that  it  went  unncceflarily  to 
cre£l  a  dangerous  corporation.  That  obje6)ion  was  not,  and  could 
not  poffibly  be  obviated ;  he  therefore  moved,  '*  Thar  the  word 
now  be  left  out,  for  the  purpofe  of  inferting  in  its  flead,  this  daythret 
months,'* 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  that  the  principle  of  utility  being 
admitted,  he  would  notice  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords, 
which  he  entered  upon.  The  amendment  pcrmitrfng  the  Com- 
pany's trading  in  Wheat,  under  certain  conditions,  was  fiich  as  met 
his  approbation  ;  and  when  it  was  fuggefted  in  the  Committee  to 
introduce  a  claufe  prohibiting  the  Company  from  dealing  in  wheat, 
he  faid  he  would  objedlto  the  Company's  being  hindered  from 
trading  in  wheat,  as  cafes  might  arife  where  it  would  become  expe- 
dient, and  abfolutely  "neccffary,  that  they  fhould  be  allowed  this 
privilege,  as  in  a  cafe  he  would  put  of  wheat  being  ^damaged,  &c. 
The  limitation  introduced  by  their  Lordfhips  hadalfo  met  with  his 
approbation,  for  he  thought  the  Company  (hould  be  limited,  and 
that  the  King  in  Council  fhculd  have  the  power  of  difTolving  them 
on  any  abufe  of  the  truft  repofcd  in  them.  Thefe  were  falutary 
checks  upon  their  conduft,.  and  nothing,  he  thooght,  could  ope- 
rate more  effcdtually,  and  more  imprefTively,  than  the  idea,  that 
under  any  abufe  of  fuch  a  truft  their  charter  would  be  taken  from 
them.  .  Thefe  were  fo  many  fecurities  given  to  the  Public  for  the 
good  condud  of  that  Company ;  and  fuch  as,  operating  to  the 
ends  that  were  aimed  at  by  them,  he  thought  the  Public  would  be 
moft  confiderably  benefited  by  the  inftitution.  The  grounds  on 
'which  it  ftood  Were  the  experiments  already  made,  whidi  did  pro- 
duce, as  was  proved,  much  good,  and  no  harm  ;  and  though  they 
were  not  legiflatively  incorporated  into  that  focicty  (the  Albion 
Mills  Company),  yet  the  experiments  of  their  trade  and  inftitution 
proved  incontrovertibly,  that  fuch,  at  leaft,  may  be  attempted.  On 
'i'uch  grounds  he  faw  no  poflible  or  rational  objcdtion  to  the  roca- 
fure  ;  and  for  that  rcafon  gave  his  vote  for  the  amendments. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  allowed,  with  the  noble  Lord,  that  there  was 
i?ot  a  fubje^t  of  greater  delicacy  than  the  (ale  of  flour  and  bread. 
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From  that  convidtoh,  be  fiud,  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon  to  fup* 
port  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend.  He  did  not  wifti  to  fee 
a  meafure  of  this  nature  pafs  at  the  very  6nd  of  the  ftpfliony  when 
almoft  all  the  Members  had  left  town,  fuppofing  that  there  was 
nothing  but  routine  bufineft  to  be  tranfa<Sted.  He  never  yet  had 
heard  a  fatisfadory  anfwer  to  the  question  he  had  often  put,  why 
was  not  this  bill  much  earlier  introduced  ?  This  very  circumftance 
wasy  of  itfelfy  fufficient  to  (hew  that  the  bill  (hould  not  now  pafs  ;' 
but  there  were  4iiany  other  incontrovertible  arguments  againft  it.— • 
The  meafure  was  completely  novel ;  and  he  defied  the  noble  Lord, 
or  any  of  his  friends,  to  point  out  an  inftance  in  which  ads  of  this 
kind  were,  not  to  enable  His  Majedy  to  grant  a  charter  to  thoiib  who 
petitioned  for  it.  This  cuftom  was  excellent ;  for*  then  the  claims 
of  the  petitioners  were  heard  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  ;  and 
all  who  were  interefted  had  an  opportunity  of  fully  explaining  and 
fapporting  their  rights.  Above  all.  His  Majefty's  advifers  were 
refponlible  to  Parliament  for  the  counfel  which  they  gave  him:  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  Houfe  wpuld  paufe  before  they  fandlioned  an 
innovation  upon  edablilhed  U&ge,  and-  an  innovation  fo  dangerous. 
He  was  glad  to  fee  the  bill  oome  back  from  the  Lords,  as  he  could, 
not  forget  how  indelicately  this  delicate  meafure  had  been  carried. 
The  majority  in  its  favour  cpofified  of  four,  and  four  were  after- 
wards ftruck  off  of  thofe  who  had  voted  for  a  particular  claufe  in  it ; 
fo  that  to  fuppofe  that  it  really  was  paiTed,  it  was  neccflfary  to  fup^ 
poic  that  a  perfon  was  capable  of  voting  for  the  whole  of  the  bill  who 
could  not  vote  for  part  of  its  contents;  a  fuppoiition  which  he  could 
fcarcely  imagine  to  t)c  juft.  Of  the  manner  in  which  it  had  pafled 
in  the  other  Houfe  it  would  be  irregular  in  him  to  fpeak,  and  he 
was  bound  to  believe  that  it  was  carried  by  a  vafl  majority.  Tho 
reception  it  had  met  with  ip  that  Houfe,  however,  was  enough  to 
fhew  that  it  fhould  be  dropped,  and  any  other  bill  would  have  been 
dropped  on  that  account,  '^  The  noble  Lord  fhakes  his  head,"  faid 
>fr.  Tierney ;  **  but  I  defy  him  to  point  me  out  an  ir^nce  to 
the  contrary.  It  has  ever  been  reckoned  a  point  of  candour  not  to 
pufh  a  meafure  which  is  generally  odious.  The  Lords  have  read 
us  a  leffon  of  delicacy.  The  noble  Lord  carried  up  to  their  bar  a 
bill,  by  which  the  Comnx>ns  were  made  to  fay,  that,  upon  certain 
information  which  they  had  received  of  mal-pradices  aimong  the 
millers  and  bakers,  they  were  of  opinion  a  corporation  fhould  b« 
creded  for  the  manufiduring  of  flour  and  bread,  without  checl^ 
reftrainty  or  controul,  and  (hould  be  continued,  whatever  its  be^ 
faaviouTi  for  the  fpace  of  ten  whole  years.     Their  LordfhipS)  bow^ 
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ever,  are  of  a  difFerent  opiniony  and  the  company  they  vote  €or 
cdabliftiing  may  not  laft  ten  minutes.     His  Majefty,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Privy  Council,  may  diflblve  them,  without  any  proof  of 
abufe  or  mifcondud^,  or  ill  fuccefs  being  laid  before  hkn.      Xhifi 
power  is  unprecedented  ;  and,  confidently  with  cuftom,  and  con- 
(iftently  with  reafon,  Parliament  ftiould  have  been  enabled  to  with- 
draw the  charter  when  it  ihould  feem  good  fotodo  ;  not  the  King 
in  Council."  Mr.  Tierney  here  adverted  to  a  Aatute  pafled  in  the 
6th  of  Geo.  I.  whicii  enabled  His  Majefty  to  grama  charter  to  an 
infurance  company,  recognized  the  fole  right  of  granting  charters  to 
refide  in  the  Crown,  and  enafied  that  this  particular  charter  Ihould 
expire  three  years  after  the  Speaker  declaring  the  vote  for  terrainac- 
ing  it,  and  poAing  up  a  notice  to  this  efTedl  upon  the  Royal  Ex- 
change.    Hpw  much  dirt  was  the  Houfe  now  drawn  thrm^h  ? 
After  unwarrantably  encroaching  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
their  own  privileges  were  invaded,  and  they  were  left  without  the 
lead  controul  over  this  company,  which  they  had  facrificed  fo  much 
to  ttc&.     He  hoped  the  farther  confideration  of  this  amendment 
would  be  deferred  till  this  day  three  months.     If  it  was  not,  he 
(hould  think  himfelf  bound  to  move  sn  amendment  upon  that  of 
the  Lords,  to  reftore  to  Parliament  the  power  of  which  it  was  fo 
unjuftly  deprived.     The  unfortunate  men  who  were  about  to  be 
mined  by  the  vpte  of  thefe  four  philanthropies,  would  thus  have 
an  opportunity  of  (hewing,  next  feilion  of  Parliament,  the  manner 
in  which  the  bill  affected  them,  and  of  obtaining,  redrefs  fbr  their 
grievances.     The  dignity  of  the  Houfe  was  at  (lake,  and  they 
would  not  furely  fubmit  to  this  robbery  of  their  privileges  ;  al- 
though indeed  they  deferved  it,  after  what  they  themfelves  had  at- 
tempted.    He  (lill  hoped,  however,   that  the  meafure  would  be 
abandoned  altogether.^     No  ground  whatever  had  been  laid  to  (hew 
the  ncce(ruy  for  it ;  and  he  MM  ^maintained  that  it  was  merely  a 
fpeculation  of  individuals.    ,  The  names  mentioned  in  the  bill  were 
highly  ref^xr^flablc ;  he  knew  feveral  of  thofe  intcrefted  in  it,  and 
was  furc  that  they  were  aSuated  6y  the  moft  laudable  motives, 
and  induced  to  make  this  experiment  folcly  with  a  view  to  the  good 
of  the  public.     "  But  there  arc  many  engaged  in  the  bufinefs,'' 
£ijd  he,  **  whom  I  do  not  know ;  and  I  verily  believe   that  a 
fpirit  of  jobbing  is  at  the  bottom  of  it.      What  advantage  could  a 
jabber  dclire  which  he  will  not ,  here  enjoy  ?  He  enters  into  the 
moA  dangerous  fpcculations,  by  which  he  may  realize  a  fortune, 
and  cannot  lofe  more  than  his  original  (hare.     In  carrying  on  his 
individual  tirade,  bis  opportunities  of  taking  an  unfair  advantage  tnoft 
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he  inoilculable.  IF  he  is  a  manager  of  the  company,  he  writ  know 
exa£ily  when  its  Tales  are  to  take  place,  and  when  it  is  to  purchafe, 
and  will  enjoy  many  opportunities  of  forming  a  coUufion  with  its 
agents.  Shall  fuch  a  ground  for  mal-praAices  be  fandlioned  by 
this  Houfe  ?  Unlcfs  private  dealers  are  ftri^ly  precluded  from  en- 
tering the  company,  it  will  be  utterly  impoflible  to  prevent  the 
grofleft  abufe.  Monopolizing,  fpeculation,  gambling,  and  cpnup- 
tion  will  be  produced  by  that  which  was  meant  to  produce  abun>- 
dance,  and  to  promote  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  the  people.** 

Mr.  Tierncy  then  adverted  to  the  evidence  which  had  been  laid 
before  the  two  (cleSt  committees  in  the  early  part  of  the  feflTipa.— 
Thar,  though  probably  elfcntial,  had  never  been  reported  ;  and 
the  meafure  ought  by  no  means  to  be  finally  fanflioned  till  it  was 
regularly  before  the  Houfe.     Agaui,  be  (hould  like  to  know  why 
the  limitation  claufe  appeared  neceifary  to  the  Lords  ?   It  would  be 
irregular  in  htm  to  fay  that  their  Lordfhips  had  pafled  it  without  rea« 
fon,  or  to  fay  that  they  were  poffeffed  of  fuperior  wifdom  and  intel-^ 
ligence.     He  was,  therefore,  bound  to  fuppofe  that  fre(h  evidence 
had  been  laid  before  them  to  which  this  Houfe  was  a  (Iranger  ;  and 
in  that  cafe  it  certainly  would  be  proper  to  wait  till  by  a  meflfcnger 
they  had  requeued  a  copy  of  that  evidence.     The  moment  at  which 
the  bill  was  to  be  paflfed  (hould  be  maturely  codfidered.    The  fear- 
city  was  fevere.     People  were  alive  to  every  thing  that  was  faid 
about  corn,  and  the  multitude  liftened  with  eagernefs  to  every  plan 
which  promifed  to  relieve   their  neccflities.     It  was  no  wonder, 
therefore,  that  out  of  doors  many  approved  of  the  bill ;  but  it  was 
ih^ir  duty  to  think  of  its  confequenccs,  and  not  to  be  led  awayl)f 
vulgar  imprcfllons.     They  (hould  paufe  before  they  irritated  a  large 
body  of  ufeful  and  refpe^able  men,  upon  whom  depended  the  fuf- 
tenance  of  the  metropolis.     They  (liould  rccoUedJ,  that  the  market 
was  falling,  and  that  the  millers  mud  work  with  great  difadvantage. 
Upon  a  moderate  calculation,  three  weeks  muft  intervene  between 
the  time  when  wheat  is  bought,  and  when  it  can  be  fold  again  as 
flour.     The  only  thing  that  induced  thejfn  to  carry  on  this  loiing 
trade  was  the  hope  of  better  times  ;  but  would  they  continue  thus 
to  work  at  a  lofs,  when  they  were  to  be  deprived  of  a  gfeat  part  of 
their  indemnification  ?   Was  this  the  way  to  feed  the  poor,  and 
to  leflen  the  fcarcity  of  the  metropolis  ?  The  millers  had  been  ac- 
cufed  of  ufing  inflammatory  language.     He  had  read  the  moft  of 
their  publications,  btk  could  find  no  fentiment  or  expreflion  in  any 
of  them  which  deferved  the  epithet^of  inflammatory.     They  fpdie 
with  warmth  to  be  fure  ^  but  who  could  be  cool  when  he  believed 
that  his  rights  were  about  to  be  violated,  and  unmerited  ruin  was 
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impmUng  ^  Mr.  Tiemey  coottnucd  for  Tome  time  in  a  ftrasn  of 
ppnegyrtc  upon  the  millers,  and  in  pointing  out  the  injuries  they 
YfoM  fuOain.     It  was  not  the  oppofcrs  of  the  bill,  however,  he 
continued,  whom  he  pitied  the  mod.     The  greateflr  fuffcrers  ^rouid 
be  the  little  millers,  thofe  who  by  induflry  and  exertion  were  barely 
able  t0  ^rn  a.  (ubfil^ence.     Upon  thefc  the  Aipply  of  the  nr^etropolis 
in  a  coDfidemble  degree  depended,  and  to  thefe  the  bill  would  prove, 
a  death -warrant.     **  If  the  bill,  though  injurious  to  indtvidtnls," 
faid  Mr.  Tierney,  *^  would  be  advantageous  to  the  public,  it  oi^bl 
no  doubt  to  be  pafled  ;  but  the  individual  fu^rers  (hould  be  amply 
indemnified.     If  you  take  away  from  thefe  menono-aghth  of  their 
work,  and  make  them  no  compenfatbn,  you  do  them  the  greatcft 
injuftice..     When  it  yvas  determined  toedabUfti  wet  docks  at  Wap^ 
ping,  the  waterjBen,  lightermen,  and.  wharfingers,  were  all  provided 
foil,  who  would  ocherwife  have  been  thrown  out  of  employmcnC* 
What  crime  have  theie  poor,  millers  oommiited,  that  they  are  noc 
entitled  to.  fimilar  indulgence.     It  is  faid,  that  this  company  wHI 
counterafl  an  unlawfijl  combination  which  now  exifis  among  tbe 
saiUera*    Of  fuch  a  combination  no  proof  has  been  adduced;  and.  will 
ypii  upon  bearfay  damnify?  to  (uch  an  extent  (b  numerous  a  claCs  of  the 
Qommunity  ?  But  is  tbe  tendency  of  the  bill  toxieftroy  cmobinatioQ?- 
Will  it  aot,.  on  the  contrary,  encourage  and  increafe  it  ?  Ma^  not 
ihc  g^eaC  millers  confpire  with  the  heads  of  this  new  oompany:,  and 
ibofe  prove  the  only  victims  who  were  the  check  upon  cominnarion 
$Qd  monopoly  ?  They  would  not  be  contented  with  fuch  a  pattrjf 
gain  as  ten  per  cent.  !  But  they  will  difregard^  their  dividend^  and 
l^nly<  look  to  the  encouragement  and  profits  of  their  private  trade.  It 
is  not  at  all  improbable  that  they  may  become  more  formidable  than 
ever.     If  the  objed  of  the  bill  had  been  to  encourage  monopoly, 
the  wuit  of  man  could  not  have  framed  one  better  calculated  to  ob- 
tain it.     For  gendemen  to  pretend  that  we  have  any  fecurity  fnom 
tbe  particular  provifions  of  the  bill,  is  altogether  abfurd. '   The  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  is  fo  bad,  that  it  admits  of  no  modifications."  Mr. 
Tierscy.  then  proceeded  to  (hew  that  the  millers  (^)po(ed  the  bill 
not  from  any  dread  of  competition  ;  they  were  willing,  he  faid,  to 
cater  into  a  fair  competition :  it  already  exifted,  but  it  would  eeafe 
upon  tbe  paffing  of  this  bill.     The  miller  might  fay,  **  The  fub- 
fiftcnce  of  my  family,  my  children's  bread,  my  all  is  at  flake.    You 
can  lofe  at  the  very,  utmofl:  but  i  cool. ;  you  therefore  can  engage  in 
ipeculations,  and  follow  a  courfe  which  for  me  to  attempt  would  be 
the  height  of  madncfs  and  Injuftice."  Although  the  compai^  ffaould 
fuceed,  it  would  be  no  proof  that  any  improper  pra6liccs  had  (ou 
merly  prevailed  ;  but  would  merely  Ibcw  that  a  joint-ftock  iibm^ 
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pany  can  trade  to  grater  advantage  than  any  ii)dtviduli1.  Ife  tht<n 
reverted  to  his  argument  about  the  unconftitutional  manneV  in 
"Which  this  charter  was  to  "be  obtained.  Why  did  they  nbl  apply 
to  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  if  they  were  confcious  thA 
tecir  claitlns  wcfrc  juft  ?  The  mode  of  their  procedare  was  a  confeAidH 
of  tlie  contrary.  He  did  not  ot^edl  to  the  amount  of  their  ftock  ;  hte 
did  not  preclude  them  from  having  a  capital  of  500,000!.  infteadof 
•150,0001. ;  but  he  objeded  to  their  procuring  their  charter  tSn- 
conftitutionally,  unfairly,  and  by  Health.  ^  To  g/atify  thefe  indivK 
duals,  the  Legiflature  was  ab(Mjt  to  ruin  a  meritorious  fet  of  men, 
and  to  eftabliih  a  monopoly  till  it  fhall  feem  good  to  the  Privy 
Council  to  abolifh  it.  He  did  not  mean  to  thrdw  blame  upon 
thofe  who  more  immediately  advife  His  Majefty,  or  to  talk  dif- 
rcfpc^fully  of  them  ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  foigottcn,  that  a  noble 
Lord,  whofe  opinion  in  thefe  matters  has  very  great  weight,  had 
f^atedly  declared  that  the  bill  appeared  to  him  mo\\  expedient 
and  unexceptionable.  Yet  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  thus  iir- 
jRdenced,  was  the  only  fecurity  the  country  would  have  againft  in- 
veterate abufe. 

Upon  thefe  grounds  he  trufted  the  Houfe  wouW  paufe,  and  Ibr- 
bear,  from  delicacy,  prudence,  and  every  good  principle,  from  pro- 
ceeding farther  with  the  bill  in  the  prefcnt  feflion.     He  hoped  they 
would  afibrd  the  advocates  for  the  bill  an  opportunity  of  making 
^ood  thetr  charges  againft  thofe  whofe  ruin  they  feek,  and  the  proof 
off  whofe  grofs  inlfeondu6):  could  alone  give  a  colour  of  plaufibility 
to  (he  meafure.     Mr.  Tiemey  then  took  a  more  particular  view  of 
the  amendments,  and  (hewed  that  they  themfelves  ftood  in  need  of 
amendment.    He  more  particularly  difapproved  of  the  claufe  which 
empowers  the  company  to  fell  50,000  facks  of  flour  per  annum. 
In  times  of  plenty,  he  faid,  when  great  quantities  of  floUr  were  fent 
to  London  from  a  didance,  they  would  thus  have  it  in  their  power 
to  buy  up  one- fifth  of  the  little  wheat  which  is  then  in  the  market, 
and  not  lefs  than  one-half  of  the  whole  when  the  quantity  was  con- 
fidered  that  they  were  allowed  to  manufacture  into  bread.     Yet 
this  bill  was  profeffedly  intended  to  difcourage  combination !     The 
claufe  \vith  regard  to  the  aiOfize  of  bread  could  not  pafs  as  it  now 
ftood.      He  was  fure  that  the  Court  of  Aldermen  would  not  fubmit 
to  the  tafk  which  it  impoffd  upon  them.    Delay  was  neceflary,  that 
that  and  other  parrs  of  the  bill  might  be  revifed  and  corrected.     As 
he  difapproved  of  the  bill  in  toto^  he  could  give  his  opinion  as  well 
now  as  afterwards  ;  but  for  the  fake  of  others  who  thought  other- 
wife,  the  conBderaiion  of  the  amendments  (hould  certainly  be  de- 
ferred.    No  hartn  could  poflTibly  refult  from  delay  \  and  if  the 
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plan  was  good,  it  might  be  adopted  with  equal  advantage  at  a  fub- 
fequent  period.     By  the  blefling  of  God,  we  had  the  agreeable  pro- 
fpe£t  of  an  early  and  abundant  harveft  ;  fcarcity  would  probably 
foon  difappeai-,  and  we  (hould  be  regularly  fupplied  by  the  millers, 
as  heretofore,  with  the  greateft  abundance.     What  reaibn  could 
poflibly  be  ur]ged  for  hurry  and  precipitancy  i     Did  not  this  eager- 
nefs  to  get  the  bill  pafled  betray  a  confcionfnefs  that  it  would  not 
Aand  cool  and  difpaflionate  examination  ?    Did  it  not  betray  a  wi(h 
to  betray  the  Legiflature  into  an  ad  which  they  were  Hkely  after- 
wards to  repent  ?     The  promoters  of  the  bill  were  confcious,  that 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer  their  aifertions  would  be  proved  to  lie 
falfe,  and  their  rcafonings  fallacious.     He  ftiould  be  fony  to  em- 
barrafs  public  buiinefs,  or  to  occafion  the  lead  inconvenience  to  His 
Majedy's  MiniAers  ;  but  he  was  confident  he  (hould  do  neither,  by 
giving  his  vote,  as  he  now  did  for  the  motion  of  his  honourable 
fiiend,  *'  That  thefe  amendments  be  read  a  fecond  time  this  day 
three  months.**   ^ 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  called 
upon,  by  fome  things  which  hid  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, to  fay  a  few  words.  He  had  referred  to  him  as  oile  of  the  lair 
officers  ofthe  Crown,  to  decide  whether  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did 
not,  by  granting  a  charter  of  incorporation,  trench  upon  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  ?     He  recollected,  on  a  former  occafion,  when  a 
bill  for  granting  a  charter  of  incorporation  was  brought  before  the 
Houfc,  the  then  Attorney  General  (Lord  Eldon)^  and  himfelf  as 
Solicitor  General,  flated  to  the  Houfe,'  that  they  conceived  that  it 
was  oat  of  the  province  of  the  Houfe  to  grant  charters  of  incorpora- 
tion.    At  that  time  his  fuggcftion  was  treated  with  great  contempt ; 
he  was  told,  that  the  Houfe  had  often  granted  fuch  charters  ;  and 
thinking  that  he  had  npt  been  ufed  very  well  on  that  occalioQ,  he 
did  not  feel  anxious  to  interfere  on  the  fame  fubjed  afterwards. 
Ihat  cafe  too  was  Aronger  than  the prefcn:  one,  as  it  was  a  bill  io 
which  there  was  nothing  but  what  might  have  been  granted  by  the 
Crown  without  the  confcnl  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons.     He  did 
think,  however,  that  it  was  much  better  to  leave  thefe  things  to  the 
Crown  in  mofl  cafes.     As  to  the  prefent  bill  he  did  not  wifh  to 
take  any  adtive  or  decided  part  refpeding  it.     He  had  hitherto  ab- 
llained  from  doing  it,  on   the  ground  that  it  was  poflfible  that  the 
granting  of  this  charter  might  yet  be  left  to  the  Crown  ;  in  which 
cafe,  his  opinion,  as  a  law  officer  of  the  Crown,   would  be  reforted 
to  ;  and  to  the  formation  of  that  opinion,  he  wifhcd  to  proceed  with 
as  much  impartiality,  and  with  as  little  prejudice  as  poffible. 
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Mr.  TiERNiT  and   the  Attorney  Gsnirai;    mutualljr 
explained. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mt.  Tierney) 
had  complained  that  this  bill  had  b^en  brought  in,  and  that  it  waa  . 
to  be^^flfed  at  (0  late  a  period  of  the  fcfiion.     But  it  muft  be  re-  ' 
colleftcd,  that  this  bill  has  been  before  Parliament  for  feven  weeks  } 
that  there  were  tvro  bills  prior  to  it,  under  the  conlideratipn  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  Houfe,  one  regulating  the  aflize  of  bread,  and  another 
for  regulating  millers,  out  of  which  this  bill  arofe.     Thefe  Com^ 
mittces  were  attended  by  a  great  number  of  moft  refpedable  country 
gentlemen ;  and  when   in  them  this  meafure  was  fuggeAed,'  he, 
along  with  many  others,  warmly  approved  of  it.    His  approbation, 
he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying,  flill  continued «-<he  had  expe6>ed 
from  the  beginning,  that  much  good  would  refult  from  ir,  and  his 
expedations  were  not  diminilhed.     The  honourable  gentleman  had 
entered  a  good  deal  into  the  general  merits  of  the  bill.     Though 
this  was  not  perfcdly  in  point  upon  the  queAion  before  the  Houfe, 
(the  adjournment  of  the  coniideration  of  the  amendments  made  on 
the  bill  by  the  Lords,}  and  though  he  did  not  wifli  to  take  up  the 
time  of*  the  Houfe,  he  could  not  refrain  from  fhortly  adverting  to 
foroe  of  the  arguments  which  fell  from  the  honourable  gentlenian. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  Aated,  that  this  meafure  was  un- 
precedented ;  that  there  was  bo  inflance  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
having  granted  a  charter  of  incorporatk>n  of  the  fame  nature  with 
this.  ,  He  had  never  heard  fuch  an  argument  fuggefted  before,  or 
he  would,  perhaps,  have  been  better  prepared  to  anfwer  it.     But 
iince  it  had  becfn   advanced,  he  had  fucce^ded  in  finding  two  in-  * 
ftances  perfe(ftly  in  point ;  if  he  had  had  longer  time  for  fcarch,  he 
had  no  doubt  but  that  he  ibould  have  found  more.     One  of  them 
was  a  charter  granted  in  the  13th  of  the  KiAg,  to  an  incorporated 
company,  for  the  manufacture  of  Britifh  plate  glafs.     The  adl 
granting   this  charter,    was,    in  every  point,  precifely  the   fame 
with  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe.     The  other  Was  an  z&  of  the 
29th  of  the  King,  granting  a  charter  to  the  Northumt>erIand  Coaft 
Fifhery  Company,  and  was  alfo  fimilar  to  the  prefent.     This  ar- 
gument therefore  fell  to  the  ground.  ^   The  honourable  gentleiBan  - 
faid,  that  the  eftabli(hment  of  this  company  would  deftroy  all  com* 
petition  in  the  market,  and  that,  inftead  of  dedroying  monopoly,  it 
would  tend  to  increafe  it,  fur  that  no  ordinary  trader  could  enter 
into  competition  on  fair  grounds,  i»ith  a  joint-ftock  company.  ^*  It 
is  true,  that  in  ordinary  cafes,  joint-ftock  companies  muft  have  great 
advantages  over  ordinary  traders,  and  in  general  may  be  dangerous. 
But  the  danger  i^  dcftroyed  and  the  competition  rcftoied,  wbcn^  9$ 
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in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  company  is  redrificd  in  its  capital,  in  the 
diviHble  profits,  and  in  the  extent  to  which  they  are  allowed  to  na^ 
nufaflurc ;  when  there  is  a  perfe£t  publicity  in  their  tranfa^icns, 
their  accounts,  their  purchafes,  and  their  fales  ;  and  when  every 
thing  is  fubje6ted  annually  to  the  i^view  of  Parliament.  If  hat 
been  faid,  that  the  effed  of  this  bill  will  be  to  ruin  a  numerous, 
indudrious,  and  deferving  clafe  of  men,  the  millers.  No  man 
would  lament  more  finccrely  than  I  (hould,  to  fee  this  clafs  of  men 
deprived  of  their  means  of  honcft  fupport.  But  I  apprehend  no 
fuch  effed  from  the  inRitution  of  this  company.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  it  will,  in  feme  degree,  afFedt  them  j  but  I  believe,  in 
c^pporuicn  to  the  Oatcmcnt  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  it 
would  principally  affc<5l  the  great  and  opulent  millers.  This  com- 
pany are  to  grind  the  fame  quantity  that  was  done  by  the  Albion 
Mills ;  yet  it  has  never  been  dated,  that  any  miller  was  ruined, 
or  even  that  any  mill  was  flopped,  in  confequence  of  their  creclion. 
One  perfon,  indeed,  (a  Mr.  Bufh,)  has  faid,  that  during  the  period 
of  the  exidence  of  the  Albion  Mills,  he  had  given  up  his  mill ;  but 
it  did  not  appear  that  this  arofe  from  the  Albion  Mills  depriving  him 
of  his  trade.  That  the  millers  will,  however,  be  in  fome  dcg;ree 
afFecled,  I  willingly  admit ;  but  I  contend,  tdat  it  will  be  princi- 
pally the  great  -millers.  For,  from  the  evidence  given  in  the  Se- 
lect Committee  on  this  bill,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
complained  had  not  beenf  laid  before  the  Houfe,  but  which  any  gen- 
tleman certe  inly  had  it  rnhis  power  to  procure,  it  appears,  that  very 
different  profits  are  made  on  the  grinding  of  a  fack  of  flour,  and  that 
the  fmall  millers  are  fatisfied  with  a  much  lefs  profit  than  the  great 
ones  :  and  when  this  company  comes  into  a  competition  with  the 
millers  in  this  trade,,  thofc  who  will  be  aflfefled  mud  be  thofe  who 
(ake  large  profits,  and  not  thofe  who  take  fmall."  Mr.  Ro(e  was 
then  proceeding  to  liite  fome  of  the  fa<5\s  which  had  appeared  in 
evidence  before  this  Committee  in  fupport  of  his  argument — that 
one  fmall  miller  had  dated,'  that  9d.  was  a  (air  profit  on  grindii^ 
a  fack  of  flour ;  that  another  dated  is.  as  a  fair  profit ;  and  that  the 
great  millers  had  uniformly  dated^  that  they  would  not  be  iatisfied 
with  lefs  than  2s. ;  when  . 

Mr.  TIERNEY  fpoke  to  order.  He  faid,  that  this  evidence 
had  not  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  and  therefore  it  coidd  not  be 
made  a  ground  of  argument.  He  did  not  mean  to  imply,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  intended  to  date  the  evidence  unfairly  ;  but 
he  might  have  forgotten  fome  fa6ls  or  datements  conneded  with 
others,  which  he  dated  as  the  ground  of  his  argument,  or  he  mighc 
mifconccivc  them, 
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Mr.  SPEAKER  faid,  that  the  fuggefiion  of  the  honourable  gen* 

tieman  was  (Certainly  corrcft. 

Mr.  ROSE  faidy  he  regretted  much  that  this  evidence  had  not 
been  forifially  laid  be^re  the  Houfe,  as  his  argument  would  have 
derivtd  cbnfiderable  fupport  fibm  it,  and  as  the  want  of  it  deprived 
him  of  this  advantage.     **  The  honourable  gentleman  next  ftated, 
that  the  eredion  of  this  company  would  dedroy  all  competition  in 
the  London  market^  and  that  their  capital  and  charter  would  enable 
them  in  a  great  meafure  to  command  it.     But  the  k&.  is,  that  thi3 
company  will  not  buy  all  its  corn  in  the  London  market.     The 
Albion  Mills  Company  always  fent  agents  in  the  country  to  buy  up 
corn  in  the  country  markets,  and  this  company  will  do  the  fame 
from  a  regard  to  their  own  in^refts.     The  honourable  gentleman 
adverted  to  the  manner  in  which  this  bill  palTed  the  Houfe  :  he 
faid,  that  it  was  only'carried  by  a  majority  of  four,  and  that  thefe 
four  wcrtf  fo  interefted  in  the  bill,  that  upon  one  claufe  their  votes 
were  excluded,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  have  been  allowed  to 
vote  at  alL     But  the  fadl  is,  that  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  tpajority 
of  nearly  two  ^o  one — and  ih^t  it  was  only  upon  one  point  in 
which  the  numbers  ran  nearly  equal.    As  to  the  intercfts  of  the  four 
gentlemen  whofe  votes  were  excluded,  I  do  not  yet  think  that  it  was 
fuch,  as  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  of  voting  on  the  bill ;  for  if  this 
principle  were  carried  to  its  confequences,  fcarcely  a  queftion  on  a  loan 
bill  j  on  a  turnpike  bill,  a  canal  bill,  or  almoA  any  other  could  occur, 
in  which  a  great  number  of  votes  would  not  be  excluded  on  the  fame 
grouitds.     Befides,  among  the  oppofers  of  the  bill  there  were  aUa 
fome  gentlemen  who  were  as  much  if  not  more  intd'efted  than  any 
of  the  four  whom  the  honourable  gentlen^an  had  alluded  to  ;  one 
particularly,  (Mr;  Plumer,)  who  is  a  very  great  miller,  dated  him* 
felf,  that  if 'this  bill  were  carried  his  mills  would  be  ruined.     Ano- 
ther argument   ufed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  againft  the  bill 
was,  that  it  would  open  a  door  for  jobbing  pra£lices.     The  publi- 
city of  the  accounts  and  tranfadions,  and  the  power  lodged  in  the 
Crown  to  diflblve  the  company  in  cafe  of  fuch  pradices,  will  be  n 
fufficient  fecurity  againfl  this.     As  to  the  amendment  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  fays  he  wilt  move  on  the  amendments  of  the 
Lords,  to  grant  a  power  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  well  as  to  the 
Crown,  to  dilTolve  this  company,  I  conceive  it  to  be  perfcdlly  un- 
neceflary,  as  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  without  any  fuch  claufe  the 
Houfe  have  the  power,  if  they  pleafc,  to  repeal  the  a6t.  The  claufe 
refpeding  the  fixing  of  the  affizc  of  bread,  to  which  alfo  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  objedied,  will  at  lead  be  harmlefs.     If  it  can- 
not now  be  a£ted  upon,  no  evil  is  done,  and  a  time  may  come  when 
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t  may  pcove  beneficia).  I  fc^Bo  tcafod  for  ddaying  tbc  conCder* 
ation  of  the  amendments  Inadc  by  the  Lords,  and  therefore  ifaall 
vote  for  their  b#tng  nowtakcn  intocoiifideration." 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  the.twQ  inftaijgcs  which  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  had  adduced,  of  the  youffsTMving'jgranted  chaztcrv 
fimilar  to  the  prefent,  were  at  lead  thu^  far  fibt  in  point,  that  the 
inffitution  of  thcfe  joint-dock  companies  could  injure  no  huniaa 
being,  which- was  not  the  cafe  with  the  prefent. 

The  LORD  MAYOR  of  Lotidon  faid,  that  it  was  a  moft  ma- 
tertail  point  for  the  Houfe  to  knoW,  that  a  bill  of  fuch  enormous  im- 
portance (hould  at  lead  be  pra(3ica6le.     He  had  taken  confiderabic 
pains  in-his  official  capacity  to  examine  the  bill  in  ail  its  bearings  ; 
and  he  had  nohefitation  in  faying,  that  it  was  as  impradicablc  as 
he  knew  it  to  be  unneceflary.     Of  this  he  was  fully  convinced  ; 
but  in  the  prefenr  (bge  of  the  bill,  he  (hould  confine  himfclf  to  the 
new  claufes.  With  refpe£l  to  the  daufe  that  was  to  leave  to  the  Magif- 
trates  of  the  city  of  London  the  power  to  fet  an  aflize  on  the  ftandard 
wheaten  bread,  which  the  new  company,  as  well  as  the  other  ba- 
kers,  were  now  to  make  at  their  difcretion,  it  was  a  power  which 
they  could  not  exercife.     When  they  had  that  power  'before,  it 
was  found  to  be  moft  injurious  to  the  metropolis.     The  magiftratea 
were  ibmctimes  apt  to  tliink  that  they  underftood  the  buHnefs  better 
than  the  perfons  who  were  engaged  in  it ;  and  whenever  they  aAed 
from  this  fort  of  caprice,  the  public  was  fure  to  fuifer  from  it :  the 
baker  was  made  to  fufler  in  the  (irft  place ;  and  the  public  was  fure 
to  feel  that  every  attempt  to  interfere  with,  or  to  change  the  courfe 
of  the  trade,  prevented  the  ufual  fupply  from  coming  to  London. 
This  was  particularly  felt  in  thofe  cafes  when  the  magiftrates  at- 
tempted to  take  from  the  bakers  their  fair  profit,  and  for  the  fako 
of  a  momentary  popularity  to  fet  the  alTize  of  bread  too  low.     He 
trufted  then  that  the  Houfe  would  not  leave  a  matter  fo  itnportant 
to  difcretion,  but  that  they  would  prepare,  and  put  into  the  )>ill  a 
table  of  aflize.     But  this  was  not  all:  even  if  their  powers  could 
teach  them  if  their  refidence  was  in  the  city  of  London,  they  .could 
do  nothing  if  they  had  their  refidcnce  in  the  borough  of  Southwarkp 
or  in  any  part  of  the  county  of  Surry,  or  in  the  city  of  Weftmin- 
fler.    Thcfe  diftrifls  were  under  the  cognizance  and  jurifdidlion  of 
other    magiftrates.     The  claufe  was   therefore   mofi   irregularly 
{        drawn,  and  did  not  provide  for  its  objedl.     And  even  if  this  new 
company  was  refident  in  the  city  of  London,  he  knew  not  (and  he 
fpoke  in  the  prefcnce  of  a  worthy  magiftrate,   his  colleague,  who 
concurred  with  him)  how  the  magiftrates  could  fubjeft  them  to  the 
\aws  by  which  othcc  bakers  were  bound  and  checked.     Othcf' 
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bakers  were  bound  to  malce  a  rcAim  upon  oath  o(  all  the  floor 
they  bought,  and  the  prices  they  paid  for  it.  ,  Here  the  bakers 
were  the  millers^  and  the  adi  did  not  dire£t  that  any  perfon  (hould 
return  the  flour. ^andj|nces  ttf'the  Lord  Mayor.  They  could  alfo 
fearch'  the  Houfes  offfie 'coiiAfnpn  baker  ;  they  could  fine  him  on' 
the  detedion  of  his  adulterating  the4lread,  or  of  Ihort  weight*  How 
could  they  inflift  penalties  on  this  corporation  ?  Could  they  put  a 
corpratioii  in  the  pillory  if  convifled  of  perjury  ?  In  (hart»  he 
knew  of  no  means  by  which  this'corporation  could  be  brought  within 
the  laws  by  which  other  millers^ and  bakers  were  controuled,  and 
by  which  the  public  was  protected.  If  there  were  any  means,  he 
ihould  be  glad  to  know  them.  At  any  rate,  it  furely  would  be 
wife  and  prudent  not  to  pafs  a  bill  of  fuch  magnitude,  and  inveft  a 
company  vvith  fuch  powers,  in  fo  hady  ;ind  precipitate  a  manner* 
He  muft  fay  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  putting  oflf  the  far* 
ther  confidcration  of  thcfc  claufcs. 

■  Mr.  BROGDEN  fet  Mr.  Rofe  right  wiih  refpea  lo  the  in- 
ftance  he  had  mentioned  of  Mr.  Bulh.  When  the  Albion  Mill 
commenced,  and  he  relinquiOied  the  flour-trade,  his  fon  was  an  in« 
fant.  He  did  not  put  him  into  the  flour-trade  till  many  years  after 
the  dcftru6lion-of  the  Albion  Mills. 

The  Houfethen  divided— Ayes,  18  ;  Noes,  34. 

The  claufcs  were  then  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  moved  the  amendments  of  which  he  had  given 
notice.  The  firft  was,  That  it  (hould  be  left  to  the  Houfc,  by  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Speaker,  to  put  an  end  to  the  charter  at  the  end  of 
fix  months,  as  it  was  done  in  the  6th  of  George  I.  This  mo* 
tton  was  negatived. 

He  then  moved,  That  the  corporation  fbould  only  have  power 
€0  fell  1000  quarters  per  week  of  damaged  wheat.  This  alfo  wa^ 
oegatived. 

He  then  moved.  That  the  claufe  refpejAing  the  aflize  (hould  be 
regulated  by  a  table,  not  left  to  the  diTcretion  of  the  magiflrates-^ 
and  this  alfo  was  reje^ed. 

The  claufes  wece  chea  read  a  third  time,  and  the  bill  ^nt  back 
tp  the  (ioufc  of  Lords* 
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The  royal  aflent  was  given  by  comniKnon  to  thiity-fivc  public 
and  private  bills,  among  the  fornncr  were  thcx three  aits  rcfpeding 
Exchequer  bills,  &c.  ;  die  Flour  and  Bread  Company  bill  ;  their 
Majedies  Private  Property  bill ;  and  fcvcral  other  important  bills. 
The  Lords  Commiflioners  on  this  occafion  were,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, Earl  of  Leiocftcr,  and  Lord  *Walfingham. 

After  the  fccond  reading  of  the  Combination  Prevention  bill. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  regretted  that  it  had  come  too  late 
.into  that  Houfe  to  j'eceiveall  the  confideration  which  a  fubjedof  fo 
much  importance  merited.  He  admitted,  however,  that  it  had  re- 
ceived a  very  ample  difcuflion  in  the  other  Houfc  ;  and  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  bbje£lion  to  it  out  of  doors,  except  in  the  (ilk  trade, 
in  which  fome  of  the  perfons  concerned  difapprovcd  of  the  claufc  for 
chufing  referrees  in  difputes  between  the  mafters  and  journeynicn. 
It  was  obvious,  however,  he  faid,  that  it  was  now  too  late  to  make 
any  alteration  ;  and  therefore  as  fome  fuch  meafure  was  aMblutely 
neceflary,  he  thought  it  the  lels  of  the  tvi'o  evils  to  pafs  the  bill  in  its 
prefent  (late,  though,  perhaps,  imperfedl,  leaving  it  to  be  repealed 
or  amended  next  fe(rion,  if,  in  the  mean  time,  it  (bould  be  found  de- 
feSive.  He  concluded  with  moving,  that  the  ufual  forms  of  the 
Houfe  (hould  be  difpenfed  with,  and  the  bill  forwarded  through  all 
Its  remaining  ftages. 

The  LORP  CHANCELLOR  having  left  the  woolfack,  fol- 
lowed the  Earl  of  Liverpool  in  nearly  the  £ame  line  of  argument. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  the  objedion  made  by  the  (ilk  trade  would 
not  be  found  material,  as  a  iimilar  bill,  containing  the  fame  claufe, 
but  confined  to  the  cotton  trade,  had  jufl  pa(red  without  any  objec- 
tion, although  as  much  delicacy  was  neceflary  in  that  trade,  and  the 
materials  equally  liable  to  be  fpoiled  in  the  working. 

The  bill  was  then  forwarded  through  all  its  remaining  ftageSy  and 
pafled. 

The  Earl. of  LIVERPOOL  moved  the  order  of  the  day  re- 
fpefling  the  attendance  of  the  printer  and  pub^(her  of  Tht  Times ; 
which  being  read. 

The  Yeoman  U(her  informed  the  Houfe,  that  C.  Bell  and  J. 
Bonfor  were  attending  purfuant  to  the  faid  order';  wh^eupon  they 
were  called  in ;  and,  the  papers  complained  of  being  (hewn  to 
them,  they  acknowledged  that  they  were  the  printer  and  pubKfhcr 
of  the£une» 
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The  refolutions  that  the  paragiaphs  contained  in  the  faid  papess 
were  a. breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Houfe  were  read  ^  and  beii^g 
,aiked  vchat  they  had  to  fay  in  their  behalf , 

Mr.  Bell,  the  printer,  produced  a  written  defence,  which  the 
publiiher  (igniBed  t(Hbe  alfoitwhat  he  had  to  offer  in  his  juftification. 
The  addrefs  gcnerally^  fet  forth,  firft  their  regret  fo  far  at  being 
placed  in  (ituarions  where  they  were  conlidered  as  the  printers  and 
publifliers  of  any  matter  that  called  for  the  antmadverfion  of  their 
I^rdlhips*  Houfe; or  could  give  offence  toany  one  of  its  members. 
It  then  went  on  to  (late,  that  thofe  who  are  called  printefs  of  a  pa- 
per, have  very  little  connedlion  with,  and  no  controul  over  the  re- 
ports of  the  parliamentary  debates  -,  that  the  part  complained  of  was 
written  by"  a  gentleman  of  experience  in  the  bufinefs  ;  that  nothing 
could  be  further  from  the  intention  of  thofe  concerned  than  wilful 
mirreprefentation ;  that  the  erratum  complained  of  in  the  fecond 
publication,  they  could  aflure  their  Lordfhips,  was  not,  as  had  been 
aflumed,  intended  as  a  continuance,  of  mifreprefcntation ;  but 
merely  what,  upon.fubfcquent  inquiry  among  gentlemen  converfant 
in  the  butinefs  of  reporting,  was  confidcred  as  the  language  really 
fpokcn  ;  that  they  were  aware,  that  to  print  or  puMi(h  the  proceed* 
ings  eft  debates  of  Parliament  involved  a  breach  of  privilege  ;  but 
on  this  head,  after  alluding  to  what  had  been  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  public  prints  refpedting  thofe  matters  for  years  paft,  and  to 
the  idea  of  an  implied  tacit  confcnt  thereto,  on  the  part  of  members 
of  the  Legiflature,  &c.  they  humbly  fubmitted  themfclvcs  on  thcfe 
grounds,  as  objed^s  at  the  mercy  of  the  Houfe,  and  prayed  the  for* 
givenefsof  their  Lordfhips. 

They  were  then  ordered  to  retire  from  the  Bar ;  on  which  the 
Earl  of  LiV£RP(iOL,  after  obferving  briefly  upon  the  nature  of  the 
oficnce  committed  by  the  parties  in  queftion,  which  was  an  obvious 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  Houfe,  and  which  mtfreprefentation 
of  any  ki ltd  certainly  went  to  aggravate,  and  pronouncing  an  enco- 
mium on  the  el('quent  and  argumentative  addrefs  of  the  learned 
counfel  in  qucftion,  who  he  was  pofitive  uttered  no  fuch  language  as 
had  been  attributed  to  him,  moved  inelfed,  **  That  the  printer  an4 
publifher  of  The  Times  be  called  to  the  bar,  and  upon  their  knees, 
reprimanded.^ 

^  On  this  being  ordered^  Meflrs.  Bell  and  Bonfot  were  a  fecond 
time  brought  to  the  Bar,  and  having  knelt  down. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR,  from  a  written  paper,  Oiordy 
sddceffed  them ;  it  fet  forth  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Pri-r 
vileges  and,  the  Vote  of  the  Houfe;  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
offence  committed  by  them  ;  the  confiderations  it  involved^  and  the 
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rtcceSkfy  on  fuch  an  occafion,  of  marking  the  fenie  entertained  hy 
the  Houfe  thereof  by  an  exemplary  mode  of  proceeding.  In  the 
prefent  infiance,  and  their  being  reprimanded,  they  were  to  confidcr 
themfelves  as  experiencing  the  lenity  of  the  Houfe.' 

They  were  then  taken  from  the  Bar,  and  difchargcd. 

The  order  was  read  for  goii^g  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Gene* 
ral  Inclofure  Regulation  bill,  on  which 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  quitted  the  woolfack,  and  at 
fomc  length  ftated  his  difapprobation  of  the  biU*  His  Lordfliip  ad- 
verted  to  the  beneficial  tendency  of  deciHve  and  appropriate  refold- 
tions  entered  into  by  either  Houfe,  and  thoroughly  undcrftood  ;  and 
deprecated'an  Aft  of  Parliament  on  the  occafion,  which,  when  once 
made,  muft  be  literally  obeyed.  The  inconvenicneics,  &c.  which 
fuch  a  proceeding  muft  lead  to,  were  ably  illuftrated  by  the  noble 
Lord,  particularly  as  it  related  to  the  affidavits  refpefting  the  alle- 
gations, which  he  forcibly  pointed  out*  Under  thefe  imprcflions  he 
felt  htmfclf  called  upon  to  «iove,  **  That  the  bill  be  committed  that 
day  three  weeks,"  which  meeting  the  fenfe  of  their  Lord(hips  pre^ 
fent,  was  ordered  accordingly. 
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Monday,  July  28. 

The  Yeoman  U(her  of  the  Black  Rod,  being  introduced,  ftated, 
that  he  was  dqfired  to  require  the  immediate  attendance  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  the  other  Houfe,  to  hear  His  Majefly's  commiffion 
md  for  the  paflling  of  feveral  bills:  the  Speaker,  with  the 
Members,  went  up  accordingly,  and  being  returned,  the  Speaker 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  His  Majefty's  affent  had  been  given  by 
eommiffion  to  the  Three  Million  and  a  Half  Exchequer  Loan  biil^ 
and  to  the  other  Exchequer  bills,  &c« 

Mr.  JONES  took  the  opportunity  of  noticing  the  current  itport 
of  the  day,  that  an  armiftice  had  been  concluded  between  the  Em- 
peror and  the  French.  He  wi(hed  to  know  if  His  Majeily's  Mt- 
nifters  knew  how  the  fa£l  really  flood  ;  more  particularly  as  it  was 
only  on  Thurfday  laft  that  a  fubfidy  had  been  voted  to  the  Emperor 
for  the  pdrpofe  of  carrying  on  the  war ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  too  much  to  a(k,  whether  we  had  any  chance  of  being  included 
in  fuch  an  armiftice,  or  in  thofe  preliminaries  of  peace  which  roigixt 
W  entered  into  in  confequence  of  it  i 
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Mr.  Chancelloi'  PITT  anrwcrcd,  that  the  queftion  was  one 
i^hich  he  was  not  called  upon  to  anfwer ;  nor  would  it  be  confident 
with  the  (ituatioi\  in  which  he  was  placed  to  reply  to  it. 

After  the  royal  aflent  had  been  given  to'  the  four  money  bills,  a 
meflage  came  from  the  Lords,  informing  the  Houfe  their  Lordihip^ 
had  agreed  to  them. 

The  SPEAKER  explained  to  the  Houfe  how  this  miftake  had 
arifen.  He  ftated,  that  at  four  o'clock,  there  not  being  forty  mem* 
bers  prefent,  he  was  counting  the  Houfe,  when  a  meifage  wi^s  fent 
from  the  Lords  defiring  the  attendance  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  im^ 
poflible,  therefore,  for  the  meffengers  of  the  Lords  to  be  called ; 
but  he  was  feniible,  from  the  mode  in  which  the  communication 
was  conveyed,  that  there  had  not  bden  any  amendments  made  in 
the  bills ;  had  he  not  been  fatisBed  on  this  point,  he  (hould  have ' 
thought  it  his  duty  to  have  quitted  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
the  moment  that  part  of  the  commifTion  which  referred  to  thofe  bills 
had  been  read.  He  truded,  that  in  adding  as  he  had.  done,  he  had 
not  departed  from  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe.  No  inconvenience 
whatever  had  occurred  ;  and  all  that  was  neceiTary  was  to  make  a 
minute  o^jthe  circumi^ance  on  the  Journals. 

Mr.  TIERNEY-.proceedcd  to  (late  to  the  Houfe  the  tcnour  of 
the  fet  of  r^folutions  which  he  had  drawn  «up  upon  the  fubjcSk  of 
Finance.  The  three  nrft  related  to  the  funded  debt :  on  which 
point  he  renurkeJ,  that  the  only  material  diSerence  between  his 
ftatements  and  that  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  confiAed  in 
the  manner  of  drawing  up  this  refolution.  His  objedt  was  to  (hew 
what  was  the  real  capital  of  the  country.  He  Aated  the  grofs  amount 
of  the  income  tax  at  5,800,000/.  ;  from  which  were  to  be  de- 
du6led  the  expences  of  coUedtion,  amounting  to  about  150,000/. 
^Ir.  Tierney  then  proceeded  to  make  a  variety  of  calculations  and, 
flatemenfs,  in  the  form  of  refolutions,  and  concluded  with  movirig 
the  firft,  which  refpeded  the  amount  of  the  uiifunded  debt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  glad  to  Bnd  that  fcarcely 
any  real  difference  fubfiAed  between  him  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man as  to  figures ;  but  that  it  turned  merely  on  the  manner  of 
drawing  up  and  dating  the  accounts.  At  the  fame  time  he  was 
iatisfied,  that  the  mode  he  had  adopted  was  the  mod  falutary  and 
fatisfadlory.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  drawn  a  comparifon 
between  our  fituation  now  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  war ; 
but  no  fair  view  could  be  taken  from  this  comparifon,  unlefs  gen- 
tlemen at  the  fame  time  included  the  period  of  the  lad  war,  as  well 
as  of  the  lad  peace.  Mr.  Pitt  added,  that,  in  his  datementi  he  had 
alfo  thought  it  right  to  difcriminate  between  thofe  burdens  laid  on 
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during  the  prefent  war,  and  which  wefe  but  of  a  temporary  duration^ 
and  thofe  other  taxes  which  were  permanent.  He  had  alfo  thought 
it  ncccffary  to  compare  the  progrcflivc  burdens  of  the  Public  with 
Its  correfponding  refources  and  revenues.  Whilft  he  had  alfo  com- 
pared the  progrefs  of  the  iocreafed  finking  fund  with  tht  means  of 
its  liquidation^  he  had  (hewn,  in  his  financial  ftatements  and  refo- 
lutions,  the  means  by  which  thefe  debts  and  burdens  were  to  be  de- 
frayed. There  was  fome  difierence  between  hrs  and  the  honourable 
gentleman*s  Hatements,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  unfunded  debt :  he 
confidered  himfelf  warranted  to  dedud  from  the  whole  amount,. ia 
a  cafe  where  a  fpccific  fund  was  pledged  for  payir^  it  ofF  withio  a 
limited  tiine^  and  in  this  inftance  fuch  a  fum  was  not  to  be  con- 
fidered as  an  article  of  unfunded  debt ;  but  both  the  hoiKMiiabk 
gentleman  and  himfelf  were  agreed,  that  the  fum  of  unfunded  debt, 
increafed  during  the  prefent  war,  amounted  to  i2,49a,ooo/«  If 
the  leiburces  of  the  country  were  compared  with  its  burdens,  the 
refult  would  be  found  highly  fatisfadlory*  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to 
ftate  the  expences  of  a  peace  and  war  eflabliOiment,  and  remarked, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ticmey}  had  not  included  in 
his  calculation  of  the  laft  peace  eftablifhment  the  heavy  oonttngenr 
expences  arifing  from  the  difpute  with  Spain  in  the  affair  of  Nootka 
Sound,  the  RufTian  armament,  &c  as  well  as  the  expence  arifiif 
from  the  American  Loyaliits,  and  other  contingent  expences  which 
Ivere  not  likely  to  arife  again  when  peace  took  place.  Mr.  PItr 
proceeded  to  flate  another  diflcrence  of  calculation  between  himfelf 
and  the  honourable  gentleman,'  as  to  the  time  allowed  (or  the  termi- 
nation of  the  fifty-fix  million^  to  be  raifed  by  the  income  tax.  He 
ftill  thought  that  that  tax*,  with  die  new  regtilations  which  had  been 
adopted,  might  atnount  to  the  fum  of  feven  millions,  whereas  the 
honourable  gentleman  calculated  it  only  at  fix  millions.  From  thefeand 
other  confiderations,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  rather  wiflied  that  his  view  of 
the  fubjed  might  be  adopted ;  and  though,  upon  the  whole,  .he  (aw 
no  great  olye^Uons  to  the  refolutions  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
he  muft  prefer  the  fubfHtution  of  thofe  which  he  bad  drawn  up. 
The  method  he  ihould  take  would  be  to  move  the  prevbus  refbluo 
tion  upon  the  honourable  gentleman's  refolutk>nS|  with  a  view  of 
fubftituting  his  own. 

The  (irft  and  fubfequei>t  refolutions  of  Mr.  Tierney  were  then 
moved,  when  the  previous  queftion  was  put,  aiul  carried  upon 
Ihem. 

Mr.  PITT  then  moved  the  following  refolutions,  which  wer^ 
adopted : 
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•  **  L  Thai  fhe  amount  of  the  public  funded  debt  was,  on  the  5th 
of  January  1786,  238,2311248/.  txclufive  of  long  and  Hiort  an- 
nuities, and  annuities  for  lives,  to  the  amount  of  I >3 7 3*550/. 
That,  on  the  ift  of  February,  1793*  ftock  to  the  amount  of 
10,24.2,100/.  had  been  purchafed  by  the  CommiiTioners  for  re- 
deeming the  national  debt ;  and  annuities  to  the  amount  of  79,880/. 
had  fallen  in,  and  had  been  carried  to  their  account ;  reducing  the 
adual  amount  of  the  debt,  on  the  5th  of  January  1793,  to 
227,989,148/.  and  the  annuities  to  1,293,670/. ;  and  that  on  the 
I  ft  of  February  1800,  ftock  to  the  amount  of  32,404,845/.  had 
been  purchafed  by  the  CommiflTioners  for  redeeming  the  national 
debt ;  and  annuities  to  the  amount  of  1 19,880/.  had  fallen  in,  and 
been  carried  to  their  account,  reducing  the  a£tual  amount  of  debt 
exifting  jbefore  the  war,  on  ift  February  i8oo,  to  205,826,403/. 
and  the  annuities  to  1,253,670/. 

'*  11.  That  the  amount  of  the  public  funded  debt  created  iincc 
die  ift  of  February  1793  (including  'the  amount  to  be  created  by 
fums  borrowed  in  the  prefent  feftlon  of  Parliament,  and  exclulive  of 
7,502,633/.  3  per  cent,  ftock,  and  230,000/.  per  annum  annui- 
ties, created  by  the  advances  tb  the  Emperoi;  of  Germany),  was  on " 
the  ift  of  February  1800,  257,787,792/.  exclulive  of  long 
annuities  to  the  amount  of  283,206/.  per  annum;  of  which 
15,315,000/.  is  on  account  of  Ireland,  and  56,445,000/.  is  pro*  ' 
vided  for  by  the  tax  on  income,  leaving  a  permanent  debt  of 
186,027,^792/.  charged  on  Great  Britain ;  and  that  on  the  ift  of 
February  1800,  12,328,449/.  had  been  purchafed  by  the  Com- 
miflioners  for  redeeming  the  national  debt ;  reducing  the  faid 
permanent  debt  created  (ince  the  5th  of  January  1793,  to 
'73»^999343^'  excluiive  of  long  annuities  to  the  amount  of 
183,206/.  per  annum,  after  deducting  the  annuities  payable  by 
Ireland. 

*^  III.  That  the  total  amount  of  the  permatient  funded  debt 
stharged  on  Great  Britain,  after  dedud^ing  the  fum  of  44»7 339294/. 
redeemed  by,  and  the  annuities  fallen  into,  the  Commiftioners,  was^ 
on  the  I  ft  of  February  1800,  379*52  5,000/.  together  with  ftiort 
annuities  to  the  amount  of  549*  1 30/.  and  long  annuities  to  the 
an)ount  of  987,947/.  after  deducing  the  annuities  provided  for  by 
Ireland. 

**  IV.  That  the  fum  annually  applicable  to  the  redudlion  of 
the  national  debt,  in  purfuance  of  th^  a£t  pafled  in  17 86,  was 
1,000,000/.  being  about  i-238th  part  of  the  capital  of  the  per- 
manent debt  thenexifting;  and  for  1793  was  1,427,143/.  being 
about  x-i6otb  part  of  the  permanent  debt  exifting  in  1793*  and 
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may  for  the  year  1800  be  eftimated  at  4^730,000/.'  being  about 
t-82d  part  of  the  permanent  debt  exiting  in  1800. 

"  V.  'Xh^i  the  annual  charge  incurred  on  account  of  the  perma- 
nent debt,  on  the  5th  of  January  1786,  was  9,297,000/.  before 
any  fund  was  created  applicable  to  the  rcdudion  of  the  debt,  and  on 
the  5th  January  I793»  was  10,325,000/.  including  1^000,000/. 
applicable  to  the  reduflion  of  the  debt. 

f*  VI.  That  the  annual  charge  incurred  on  account  of  the  per- 
manent debt  created  fince  the  5th  of  January  1793  (including 
314,000/.  permanent  intercft  and  charge  on  loan  of  the  present 
feiTion),  amounts  to  8,58  2,429/.  per  annum,  of  which  6,684,469/. 
Is  for  intereft,  tinnuity,  and  charges  of  management^  and 
1,897,96c/.  applicable  to  the  redudion  of  debt;  and  that  a 
further  charge  of  497,735/.  per  annum  is  guaranteed  by  Parlia- 
ment, in  default  of  payment  of  the  intereft  of  certain  loans  by  His 
Majcfty  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

"  VII.  That  the  outftanding  demands  on  the  5th  of  January 
t793  amounted  to  1,327,1 12/. ;  and  on  the  5th  of  January  1800, 
to  2,890,791/.  ;  the  whole  of  which  have  been  provided  for»  part 
thereof  in  the  former  feifion  of  Parliamem,  and  the  remainder  in  the 
prefent  fcflion. 

"  VIII.  That  the  unfunded  debt  (cxclufivcof  the  anticipation  in 
the  ufual  form  on  certain  duties  annually  voted)  on  the  5th  of  Ja* 
nuary  1793  amounted  to  8,925,422/.  and  on  the  5th  of  January 
tSoo,  to  14,406,288/.;  of  which  1,914,000/.  was  provided  for 
in  the  prefent  fcdion  of  Parliament,  leaving  an  unfunded  debt  of 
12,492,288/.  which  increafc  of  3,566,866/.  beyond  the  amount 
of  the  unfunded  debt  on  the  5rh  of  January  1793*  is  occafioned 
chiefly  from  an  addition  of  1,600,000/.  exchequer  bills,  and  of 
tn  additional  navy  debt  ariiing  from  increafed  demands  during  the 
war,  and  bearing  no  intereft. 

**  IX.  That  the  net  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  exifiingon 
the  5th  of  January  1784,  then  amounted  to  10,194,259/.  and 
that  taxes  were  afterwards  impofed  to  defray  the  expc^nces  of  the  war 
ending  in  1783,  amounting  in  1786,  to  938,000/.  making  toge* 
ther  1 1,132,000/. 

*•  X.  That  the  net  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  exifting  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1784,  adding  thereto  about  938,000/.  impofed, 
as  above  ftatcd,  in  1784  and  1785,  and  137,000/.  ariiing  from 
the  confoiidation  a£t,  and  from  duties  impofed  in  1789,  was,  in 
the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1793,  14,284,000/.;  on  tha 
5th  of  January  1794,  13,941,000/.  ;  on  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary 1795,  13,858,000/.  ;  on  the  5th  of  January  1796, 
'3>SS7>ooo/.  j    on  the  5th  of  January   1797,   r4,a92^0Qo/.i 


July  a8.]  DEBATES.  591 

xm  the  5th  of  January  1798,  13,33^,006/.;  on  the  5th^of  Ja^ 
nuary  1799,  14,275,000/.;  and  on  the  5th  of  July  1800, 
15,432,2547. ;  which  iaft  fum,  after  dedu6ting  the  duties  ariiing 
from  the  confulidation  ad),  s^nd  thofe  impofed  in  1789,  exceeds  the 
net  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  on  the  5th  J.inaary  1784,  to- 
gether with  that  of  the  taxes  impofed  in   1784  and  1785,  by 

41163,254/. 

*^  XI.  That  the  aAual  net  produce  of  the  taxes  impofed  (incQ 
the  5th  of  January  1793,  amounted  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
July  1800,  to  8,477,100/.  ;  and  that,  on  partof  thefe  taxes,  the 
produce  of  one  year  has  not  yet  been  received,  and  only  1 1 3,707/.    . 
of  thofe  impofed  in  the  prefent  year,  eflimated  at  350*000/. 

**  XII.  That  the  total  value  of  all  imports  into  Great  Britain, 
in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1784,  was  I3»i22,235/. ; 
and  on  an  average  of  (ix  years,  ending  the  5th  of  January  1 784, 
was  1 1,690,829/. ;  that  the  total  value  of  all,  imports  into  Great 
Britain,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1793,  was 
1 9,659,358/. ;  and  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  ending  the  5th  of 
January  1793,  was  18,685,390/.;  that  the  total  value  of  all  im-« 
ports  into  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January 
1800,  (fuppofing  the  imports  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  of  which  no  ' 
account  has  yet  been  made  up,  to  be  the  fame  as  in  the  preceding 
year,)  was  29,945,808/.  making  an  incrcafe,  as  compared  witK 
^783,  of  16,823,573/. ;  and  with  J792,  of  10,286,450/.;  and 
on  an  average  of  fix  years,  ending  the  5th  of  January  1800,  was 
24,407,000/.  making  an  increafe,  as  compared  with  the  average 
to  January  5th,  1784,  of  12,717,0001.  and  with  the  average  to 
January  5th,  1793,  of  5,722,000/. 

"  XIII.  That  the  total  value  of  British  manufadures  exported 
from  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1784, 
was  1 0,409,7 1 3/. ;  and  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  ending  the  5th 
of  January  1784,  was  8,616,660/.;  that  the  total  value  of 
Britiih  manufadhires  exported  from  Great  Britain  in  the  year  end- 
ing the  5th  of  January  1793,  was  18,336,851/.;  and  on  an 
average  of  fix  years,  ending  the  5th  January  1 793,  1 4,77 1 ,049/. ; 
that  the  total  value  of  Britifh  manufactures  exported  from  Great 
Britain  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1800,  was 
24,084,000/.  making  an  increafe,  a^i  compared  with  1783,  of 
*3>674,375/.  and  with  1792,  of  5,748,000/. ;  andonanave«  ' 
rage  of  fix  years,  ending  the  5th  of  Jan.  1 800,  was  1 8,804,000/. 
making  an  increafe,  as  compared  with  the  average  to  January  5» 
1784,  of  io,i88;00o/.  and  with  tbe  avenige  to  January  5, 17939 
♦f  4*033,0001. 
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**  XIV.  That  the  total  amount  of  foreign  meithaodtze  exported 
from  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January  1784, 
^>s  4>332,9o9/. ;  and  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  ending  the  5th 
of  January  1784,  was  4,263,930/  ;  that  the  total  value  of  foreign 
merchandize  exported  from  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  ending  the 
5th  of  January  17939  was  6,568,000/.  ;  and  oh  an  average  of  fit 
years,  ending  the  5th  of  January  1793,  was  5,468,014/.  ;  that 
the  total  value  of  foreign  merchandize  exported  from  Great  Britain, 
ctiding  the  5th  of  January  1800,  was  11,906,000/.  making  an 
increafe,  as  compared  with  1783,  of  7,574,000/.  and  with  1792, 
of  51338,000/. ;  and  on  an  average  of  fix  years,  ending  the  5*  of 
January  i8oo,  was  11,677,000/.  making  an  increafe,  as  com- 
pared with  the  average  to  January  5th,  1784,  of  7,414,000/.  and 
with  the  average  to  January  5th,  1793,  of  6,209,000/. 

**  That  the  total  fum  to  be  raifed  in  Great  Britain  in  the  year 
S8oo,  may  be  eftimated  as  follows,  viz, 

Intereft  of  public  funded  debt,  charges 
of  mahagement,  and  finking  fund,  on  5th 
of  Jan.  1800,  after  dedudlic^  interefi  pay- 

•ble  by  Ireland jC*'9'3^7>^^^ 

IntereA,  &c.  to  be  incurred  and  paid 
between  the  5th  Jan.  1800  and  5th  Jan. 
1 8  01,  on  ftock  created  by  loans  in  the 
prefent  feflion,  to  the  amount  of •   962,000 

Intereft  on  exchequer  bills,' edimated  to 
be  the  fame  as  paid  to  the  5th  Jan.  1800,  1,021,626 

Thecivil  lift * •. 898,000 

Other  charges  on  confolidated  fund,  efti- 
mated  to  be  the  fame  as  incurred  in  the 
year  ending  5th  Jan.  1800 *    ^39i297 

Civil  government  of  Scotland  eftimated 
is  before — Penfions  on  hereditary  revenue, 
ditto — Militia  and  deferters  warrants,  ditto 
^-Bounties  for  promoting  fi(heries,  linen 
nanufadures,  &c.  eftimated  as  before  •  •     647,183 

Charges  of  management  of  the  'revenue, 
eftimated  as  before,  including  the  expence 
of  collecting  the  income  tax '»779>769 

Making  the  total  permanent  charges  to  " 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  grofs  receipt  of  per* 
nianent  revenue • 1^.  24,854,87^ 

Supplies  voted  for  1800,  exclufive  of 
*j9J4>ooo/.  to  defray  vote  of  credit  1799 35,686,55! 

Carryover  3^.6o,54x»4i7 
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Brought  over  C^^f5i^»42'f 

Advance  to  Ireland £•  2,000^000 

Vote  of  credit  for  probable  contingen*    ' 

eics 1,400,000 

Intercfi payable  forinopcrial  loans*  •  •  •    497>ooo 

■  3»897,ooa 

t 

Making  in  Ac  whole  the  fumof £.  64,438>427 

**  XVI.  That  the  grofs  receipt  of  the  permanent  revenue  (after 

deducing  re-p^yments  for  over-entries,  drawbacks,  and  bounties  in 

the  nature  of  drawbacks),  amounted  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  ^ 

July  i8oo  to * '  *  £'  28,238,000 

That  the  tax  on  income  is  ellimated  to  produce,  for 

the  year  1 800,  a  fum  of • 7,000,000 

That  the  tax  on  imports  and  exports  may  be  efti- 

rnated  to  produce  a  fum  of 1,250,00a 

That  further  futps  are  applicable  to  the  fervice  of 

the  year  1 800,  as  follows : 

Surplus  of  confolidated  fund,  after  completing  grants 

ito  the  5th  of  April  1800    * 597*ooo 

Re> payments  from  Grenada,  imprefts,  and  lottery,       826,000 
And  that  the  remainder  of  the  fupply  for  the  year 

1800  is  provided  for  by  a  loan,  on  account  of  Great 

Britain,  of 1 8,500,000 

And  a  loan  for  Ireland  of 2,000,00a 

And  by  exchequer  bills  to  be  charged  on  fupplies, 

tSoi • 3,000,000 

And  a  loan  from  the  Bank  of 3,000,000 

And  expedted  additional  produce  of  takes  1 800  •  •       240,000 

Making  in  the  whole  the  fuoi  of £.  64,65 1 ,000 

'^  XVlI.  That  eftimating  the  grofs  receipt  of  the  permanent  re^ 
ventie  to  continue  the  fame  as  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  July 
x8oo,  and  adding  thereto  the  additional  expe^ed  produce  of  the 
permanent  .taxes  impofed  in  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  the  total 
amount  to  be  raifcd  by  permanent  and  temporary  taxes,  for  the 
fisrvice  of  the  year  i8oo»  may  be  computed  at  the  fum  of 
3i0,728,oooA 

**  XVIII.  That  it  appears  by  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  lhi« 
Houfe  in  1791,  that  theaAual  expenditure  (including  the  annual 
million  for  the  reduflbn  of  the  public  debt),  on  an  average  of  five 
years  of  peace,  ending  5th  January  17919  and  including  fundry  ex- 
tiaordinaijr  expences  for  the  armament  of  1 787^  and  for  payanenit 
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to  American  Loyalifts,  and  other  articles  of  a  temporary  nataiey 
WDountcd  to •  •  'jC-  16,816,985 

But  the  peace  eftablKbment  was  eftimated  by  the  ■■ 
(aid  Committee  at •  -15,969^178 

And  that  the  expence  of  the  year  17 9 2. amounted 
hearly  to  that  fum. 

That  the  additional  permanent  charge  incurred  by 
the  debt* created  fince  17931  exclufive  of  intereft  pay* 
Hble  by  Ireland,  is 8,582,395 

iC-a4,5Si»573 
That  the  additional  charge  to  be  incurred  for  in* 

ereafed  amount  of  exchequer  bills  outflanding  is-  •  •  •  S5»ooo 

Imereft  on  money  for  fatisfying  increafed  navy 
debt  at  5  per  cent,  at- • 150,000 

That  the  additional  chaige  incurred  on*  the  con- 
folidated  fund  is ♦ . .  . .         13 1,650 

That  the  additional  charge  incurred  for  a  fum  an- 
nually voted  for  the  redemption  of  debt  is 2oo,oo» 

And  that  the  future  peace  cftablifliment  (exclufive 
of  any  charge  to  be  incurred  by  intercft,  on  fumstobe 
paid  on  winding  up  the  expences  of  the  war ;  and  of 
•ny  augmentation  which  may  take  place  in  the  naval 
or  military  eftablifhments,  but  allowing  for  increafe  of 
pay  and  other  expences) 700,000 

And  alfo  (exclufive  of  497,000/.  interefi  on  loans 
due  by  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  guaranteed  by  ■■ 

Parliament),  may  be eftimated  at •  •  ^^-25, 788,223. 
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'  '<  XIX.  That  the  produce  of  the  tax  on  income 
in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April  1800,  appears 
to  be- J' • .  •  •  ^.5,801,624. 

'  Voluntary  contribution *  •  •  •        255,000 

.   Exports  and  imports  may  be  calculated  at 1,250,000 

i 

jC-  7>3o6,6a4 

And  that  the  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  impofed  previouf 

to  the  5th  of  January  1 793,  has,  in  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  July 

1800,  exceeded  by  above  2,000,000/.  the  fum  eftimated  by  the 

Committee  in  179I9  as  neceflary  for  the  peace  eflablifliment. 

*'  XX.  That  during  the  continuance  of  the  tax  on  income,  after 
the  conclufion  of  the  war,  if  the  produce  in  future  years  (hould 
amount  to  7,ooojOooA  the  total  annual  expenditure  may  be  efli* 
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mated  at  about  33,000,000/.  including  therein  the  faid  fum  of 
7,000,000/.  applicable  annually  (over  and  above  all  other  fums  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commiflioners)  to  the  fedudtron  of  debt. 

*'  XXI.  That  the  amount  of  3  per  cent,  (lock,  created  in  the 
years  1798,  1799,  and  1800,  and  of  which  the  intercft  is  to  be 
defrayed,  and  the  principal  to  be  re\leemed  by  the  tax  on  income,  is 
56,445,000/. 

"  XXII.  That,  fuppofing  the  war  to  end  with  the  year  1800, 
the  3  per  cent,  (lock  to  refnain  on  an  average  of  three  years  after 
peace  at  80/.  and  the  tax  on  income  to  produce  7,000,000/.  per 
annum,  the  capital  (lock  of  56,445,000/.  together  with  the  intereft- 
payable  thereon,  would  be  redeemed  in  the  year  1 808.'' 

Mr.  Chancellor  I^ITT  then  moved  an  humble  addrefs  to  His 
Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleated  to  give  diredlions  that 
the  fum  of  1200/.  be  paid  to  Charles  Bragge,  Efq.  as  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  agreeably  to  the  in(tru£lions 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  upon  that  fubjedt,  and  afTuring  His 
Majefty  that  this  Houfe  would  make  good  the  fame. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid  it  was  invariably  his  opinion,  that  liberal 
and  adequate  falaries  (hould  be  paid  to  all  perfons  employed  by  the 
public  ;  but  when  he,  faw  a  falary  thus  fuddenly  increafed  from  five 
to  twelve  hundred  per  annum^  where  no  previous  ferviccs  could  put 
in  a  claim,  where  no  appearances  were  neceflary  to  be  made,  and 
where  no  extraordinary  expences  were  confequently  incurred,  he 
could  not  help  faying  that  fuch  an  increafe  of  falary  for  fuch  a  iitua- 
tion  was  a  (hameful  perverfion  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  enumerated  the  various  and  extended 
fervices  performed  by  Mr.  Bragge ;  and  obferved,  that  when  the 
falaries  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Houfe  had  been  increafed,  it 
would  have  been  highly  unjuft  to  overlook  Mr.  Bragge,  of  whofe 
attention  and  diligence  the  Houfe  had  had  fuch  frequent  and  con- 
vincing proofs. — Agreed  to. 

.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  PiTT,fimilar  addrefTcs  were 
agreed  to,  for  granting  the  fum  of  1500/.  to  the  clerk  aflTiHant  of 
the  Houfe,  Jeremiah  Dyfon,  Efq.;  500/.  to  J.  Clemcnfoii,  Efq. 
deputy-ferjeant ;.  1 000/.  to  Mr.  Abbott,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  examining  into  the  (late  of  the  public  records  of  the  king^ 
dom,  to  be  diOributed  by  him  to  J.  Planta,  Efq.  of  the  Britllh 
Mufcum,  to  B.  Richards,  Efq.  and  other  gentlemen  who  had  ren- 
dered fpecial  ferv'ice  to  that  Committee  in  the  profecution  of  that 
labour ;— 300/.  were  voted  to  Mr.  Dunn,  to  defray  the  expences 
of  making  a  general  Ihdex  to  the  Journals,  from  the  45th  volume ; 

Vol.  XII.  4  H 
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and  the  fiim  df  25  c/.  to  Mr*  Whittain»  fer  an  Index  to  the  Votes 
tf  die  Hwfe. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  VANSITTART  itportcd  from  the  Com- 
mittee  appointed  to  confider  of  fqch  further  meafures  as  may  be 
lleceflary  for  rendering  more  commodious,  and  for  better  regulating, 
the  port  of  London,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  from  time  to 
time,  tqgetlier  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe  ;  that  the 
Committee  had  confidered  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  had 
dircded  him  to  make  a  report  thereof,  together  with  feveral  refolu- 
tions  of  the  .Committee  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  he  read  the 
report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  the  fame,  with  an  ap- 
pendix thereufito,  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read,  as  M- 
loweth,  vi«. 

'*  Refolvcd,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  it  is 
eflfential  to  the  improvement  and  accommodation  of  the  port  of 
London,  that  London  Bridge  (hould  be  rebuilt,  on  fuch  a  conftruc- 
tion  as  to  permit  a  free  pafTage,  at  all  times  of  the  tide,  for  ihips 
of  fuch  a  tonnage  at  lead  as  the  depth  of  the  river  .would  admit  at 
prq(ent  between  London  Bridge  and  BlackiViars  Bridge, 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  an 
iron  bridge,  having  its  centre  arch  not  lefs  than  65  feet  high  in  the 
clear  above  high-water  mark,  will  anfwer  the  intended  purpofes^  with 
thegreateft  convenience,  and  at  the  lead  expence» 

'*  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
moft  Gonvenietit  lituation  for  the  new  bridge  will  be  immediatdj 
above  Saint  Saviour's  Church  in  Southwark,  and  upon  a  line  lead- 
ing  from  thence  to  the  Royal  Exchange. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
(hoals  between  the  Tower  and  filackfriars  Bridge  ought  to  be  re- 
moved. 

**  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
river  ought  to  be  embanked  on  a  regular  plan  from  the  Tower  to 
Blackfriars  Bridge,  and  wharfs  with  warchuufts  formed  on .  the 
Embankments^     ^ 

^*  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
ViotiCes  required  by  the  (landing  orders  of  the  Huufe,  preparatory  to 
the  execution  of  fuch  a  plan  as  may  finally  be  approved  of,  ought  to 
foe  given  previous  to  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament,  in  order  that 
the  work,  if  fanftioncd  by  Parliament,  may  proceed  without  delay." 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  report  do  lie  upon  the  table  ;  and  that 
fuch  a  number  of  copies  be  printed  as  ihall  be  fui&cient  for  the  ufe 
>Df  the  Members  ol  the  Houfe. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tue/dof,  July  39. 

Hi&  Majefty  this  day  at  half  pad  three  o'clock  came  in  ftate  to 
the  Houfe,  when  Sir  Francis  Molyneux,  Gentleman  Uflier  of  the 
Black  Rody  was  (S?nt  to  command  the  immediate  attendance  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commonsi  who  foon  after  appeared  at  the  Bar. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  addrefled  His  Majefly: 

'<  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

*<  Your  faithful  Commons  humbly  attend  your  Majefty  with 
the  bill  by  which  their  grants  are  completed  for  the  public  fer- 
vice  of  the  year. 

'^  In  fupplying  the  various  demands  of  this  important  conjunc- 
ture, your  Commons  conceive  that  they  have  difcharged  an  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  your  Majefty,  and  their  country,  by  manifcfting 
their  unthaken  determination  to  combine  the  maintenance  and  fup- 
port  of  public  credit,  with  fucb  simple  means  of  exertion  as  may 
beft  tend  to  bring  the  conteft  in  wbi^b  we  are  engaged  to  a  juft 
and  honourable  conclufion. 

«f  To  your  Commons  it  h99  been  highly  gratifying  to  obferve, 
that,  amidft  the  viciflitudes  and  difficulties  which  have  attended 
this  arduous  ftrMggle,  this  (ipcurity  of  the  Briti<h  empire  has,  in 
many  refpeds,  been  materially  ftrengthened,  its  power  confolidated, 
and  its  refouTces  increafed.  The  (jplendid  and  decifive  fuccefs'to 
which  the  late  hoftilities  in  India  were  conduced  by  the  bleffing 
of  Piovidence,  upon  the  joint  exertions  of  wifdom  and  vigour  in 
council,  and  of  ftill  and  gallantry  in  the  ficUi»  has  ncceftarily  kd  tp 
new  and  extenfive  regulations.  The  meafure,  which  has  been  ac-» 
cordingly  adopted,  your  Commons  earneftly  hope  will  have  the 
eSedt  of  affbrding  to  this  country  all  the  advantages  which  can  be 
derived  from  thofe  valuable  pofleffions,  and  of  infuring  to  the  na- 
tive inhabilantp  the  full  bene6t  of  Briii(h  fuperintendence  and  pro* 
tedUon. 

'*  But  to  no  proceedings,  by  which  their  attention  has  been  en- 
gaged, can  your  Commons  recur  with  ftrongcr  fentimencs  of  fatis- 
fadion  and  confidence,  than  to  thofe  which  have  contributed  to  the 
great  and  important  arrangement,  by  which  your  Majcfty's  fubjcfis 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  will  henceforth  conllitute  one  people, 
actuated  by  the  (ame  views,  connected  by  the  fame  intercfls,  and 
governed  by  the  fame  laws.  In  contemplating  this  meafure,  and 
the   profpe^l  which  it  happily  prefcnts,   your  Commons    cannqt 

4H  a 
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fail  to  be  animated  by  a  well-founded  hope,  the  moft  congeitnl  to 
your  Majcfty's  benevolent  mind,  that  the  united  kingdom  may  ever 
prefcnt  to  the  world  the  example  of  a  free  and  powerful  people, 
dciirous  and  determined  to  employ  their  combined  ftrength  and 
refources  for  no  other  purpofes  than  thofe  which  are  oonne£tcd 
with  fhi  ir  own  honour  and  fccurity,  and  to  prove^  by  the  mode- 
ration and  jiiOice  of  their  counfels  and  conduct,  that  they  are  not 
altogether  unworthy  of  the  bleflings  they  may  enjoy." 

The  roy  il  alTent  wns  then  given  to  the  Herring  Filhery  and  feme 
other  bills ;  aftir  which  His  Majcfly  was  plcafed  to  make  a  mod 
gracious  fpcech  from  the  Throne  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  as 

followetliy  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Grntlemen^ 

In  putting  an  end  to  this  laborious  fejfion  (f  Parltammt^  I  muft  ex- 
Prefs  the  juji  fenfe  I  entertain  of  the  diligence  and  perjevefance  with 
which  you  have  applied  yourfelves  to  the  paricus  ebje^s  of  public  cgK' 
cern  which  c%ime  under  your  deliberntiGn.  It  is  viith  peculiar  JattsfmC' 
tioyi  I  congratulate  you  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  fieps  which  you  have  taken 
for  (ffi'Sting  an  entire  Union  between  my  kingdoms  of  GrecU  Britaiu 
and  Ireland. 

"1  his  great  meafurcy  on  which  my  wijhfs  have  been  long  eatJieJfly 
henty  I  jhall  ever  conjider  as  the  happiefl  event  of  rtiy  refgn^  being  per'" 
fuaded  that  nothing  could  fo  ejfeiiually  contribute  to  extend  to  my  Irijh 
fuhjeSIs  the  full  participation  of  the  blejjings  derived  from  the  Britijb 
Conflitution^  and  to  ejiahlifl)^  on  the  mofl  folid  foundatioUy  the  Jlrengthy 
frofperily^  and  power  of  the  whole  empire. 

I  have  witneffedy  with  great  concern^  the  fevere  preffure  en  my 
people  y  from  the  continued  fear  city  of  the  feafon  ;  but  I  truji  tlndy  under 
ihe  blcfjing  of  Providence^  there  is  now  every  reafon  to  expeB  that  the 
approaching  harveft  will  afford  a  fpeedy  and  cffe&ual  relief 

Gentlemen  of  the  H'jufe  of  Common s^ 
I  return  you  my  particular  thanks  for  the  zeal  and  liberality  with 
fvhich  you  have  provided  for  the  various  exigencies  of  the  public  fervice. 
I  regret  deeply  the  necejfity  of  thefe  repeated  facri fees  on  the  part  of  my 
fnhjcSis  ;  but  they  have  been  requifitefcr  the  prefervation  of  our  deareft 
interefls  :  and  it  is  a  great  confolation  to  'obfervcy  that 9  notwithfianding 
ihe  continuance  of  unujual  burdens^  the  rc^^enue^  commerce^  and  re- 
fources  of  the  country  have  fourijhed  beyond  all  former  example^  and 
Mre  Jlill  in  a  ftate  of  progteffive  augmentation.    . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlcjnen, 
The  r^urj€  cf  the  campaign  upon  the  Continent  haSy  byafudden  reverfe^ 
ftf appointed  ile  fanguine  hopes  which  thcjituation  of  affai^i  at  its  cem^ 
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tnencement  appeared  fully  to  juflifyi  and  has  unhappily  again  estpofed  a 
coTtJiderabk  part  of  Europe  to  thofe  calamities  and  dangers  from  which 
it  had  recently  been  refcued  by  the  brilliant  fuccefs  of  my  allies, 

Much-as  thefe  events  are  to  be  regretted^  it  will  always  he  matter  of 
jujl  fatisfaSfiTn  to  me  to  refleSfy  that^  in  the  courfe  of  this  important 
contejty  my  effort Sy  and  thofe  of  my  Parliament^  hai)e  beat  unremittingly 
employed  for  the  maintenance  of  our  own  rights  and  intereji^^  and  for 
animating  and  fupporting  the  exertions  of  other  powers  in  defending  the 
liberties  of  Europe, 

Notwithjtanding  the  viciffitudes  of  war^  your  conjiancy  and  firmnefs 
have  been  pr§du6iive  of  the  mojl  important  and  la/ling  advantages  in 
the  general  Jituatton  of  affairs  ;  and  the  determination  manrfejied  in 
your  recent  declarations  and  condu6iy  mujl  afford  me  the  bejl  means  of 
promoting^  in  conjunction  with  my  allies^  the  general  intefefts^.  and  of 
providing^  under  every  circumfiance^  for  the  honour  of  my  Crowny  for 
the  happinefs  of  my  fubjeilsy  and  for  the  fecurity  and  welfare  of  every 
fart  of  the  Britijl?  empire. 

And  afterwards,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  His  MajeAy's 
command,  faid, 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
<*  It  is  His  Majefty's  royal  will  and  pleafure  that  this  Parliament 
be  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  yih  day  of  Odobcr  next,  to  be  then 
here  hoiden;  and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Tuef- 
day the  7th  day  of  Oflober  next." 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tut/day,  July  29. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  cxpreffed  his  regret  that  the  meafurc  pro- 
pofed  rcfpefling  the  general  inclofurc  of  wafte  lands,  and  which  came 
to  him  recommended  by  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  York,  had 
met  with  fuch  obftruflion  in  another  Houfe  as  rendered  it  imprafli- 
cable  to  do  anything  farther  in  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefenffeffion ; 
but  he  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  refumc  the  fubjed  early  in  the 
next. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  that  he  lamented  his  being  ab- 
-  fcnt  when  the  amendments  made  in  the  London  Mill  Company 
bill  had  been  taken  into  confideration.  He  and  many  other  gen- 
tlemen did  not  believe  it  poflible  that  it  could  come  into  difcufiion 
before  Monday  ;  but  it  was  over  for  the  prefent,  and  mofl  unfortu- 
nately, as  he  thought,  Iiad  puffed  in  a  very  crude  and  undigeHed 
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form,  by  wbichy  whatever  mt|^  be  the  ^triocic  views  of  dm  fiib* 
fcribcrs,  they  oould  not  carry  thecn  into  eflfeA.  There  was  hck 
thing  public  in  the  meafure.  He  thought  that  the  only  means  by 
which  fuch  an  inllicution  could  not  be  injurious  to  the  public,  was 
to  tie  them  up  not  to  make  (lores  which  would  operate  againft  the 
regular  fupply  of  the  market ;  and  therefore  he  rofe  to  give  notice, 
that  early  in  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament  he  (hould  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  cs^plain  and  amend  this  bill ;  and  be  thoi^g^  it 
fair  to  give  notice  what  his  chief  objefl  would  be.  It .  would  go  to 
compel  them  to  bring  to  market,  by  public  audion,  the  furplus  floor 
9^nd  meal  which  they  might  have  on  band  over  the  fales  of  the  pre* 
ceding  week. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  informed  the  Houfe,  that  His 
Majelty  had  been  gr^cioufly  pleafed  to  give  the  diredions  which  the 
late  addrefles  of  the  Houfe  had  requefied,  rcfpeding  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  falaries  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  Houfe. 

About  half  pad  three  the  U(her  of  the  Black  Rod  appeared  at 
the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,  and  defined  thfc  attendance  of  that  honourable 
Houfe  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  on  which  the  Speaker,  attended  by 
the  whole  Houfe,  went  up  to  the  fame.  On  tHe  return  of  the 
Speaker,  and  the  Members  who  attended  him,  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, tht  Speaker  read  to  the  Houfe  His  Majefty's  moft  g^ndous 
fpeech  to  both  Hciufes  of  Parliament.  (For  which  fee  the  Praoeed* 
ings  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  this  day.)  r 
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Accounts  prtfented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons y  re- 
.fpe&ing  Mc  Consolidated  Fund,    and  net  Pro- 
duce of  the  Permanent  TAXES^Jor  the  Year  end- 
ing 5  th  of  January  1800. 

(Ordered  to  be  primed  figth  janoaiy  and  5tli  March  iSoo.) 


No.  I. 

9I9  the  HonourabU  the  Knights,  Citixens,  and  BurgeffeSy 

in  Parliament  ajfemhled, 

P^ti  Account  of  the  Income  of  the  CaNBOLi dated  Fund  for  the  Year 
ended  the  5  th  Day  of  January  I800,  and  alfo  of  the  AAual  Pay. 
ments  thereout  within  the  faid  Year ;  and  of  the  Future  Annual 
Ch^arge  upon  the  faid  Fund,  a«it  flood  on  the  5th  of  January  1800> 
^fubjeA  to  fuch  Decreafe  in  the  Charge  as  may  arife  from  the  Decreafe 
in  the  Charges  of  Management  of  Stock  purchafed  by  the  Commif. 

'  iioners  for  the  Redu^on  of  the  National  Deb::}  diftinguiihing  the 
Income  applicable  to  paying  the  Charge  for  Debt  exifting  prior  to  the 
Year  1793  ;  and  alfo  the  Income  derived  from  the  Duties  impofed  in 
each  fubiequent  Year,  together  with  the  Charge  created  in  each  cor- 
refponding  Year ;  and  in  re(pe6l  of  what  Sums  raifed,  or  Bills  funded, 
fuch  Charge  was  created  in  each  of  the  faid  Years* 


INCOME. 

Confolidated  ctiftoms,  after  deducing  n6j676A  51.         jf*         ^«     ^* 

8/.  by  a^  37  Geo.  III.  cap.  15.  to  be  carried 

to  account  of  duties  anno  1796 ;  being  the  com. 

puted  annual  faving  to  the  public  on  account  of 
.    the  redn^ion  in  the  drawbacks  on  the  exportation 

'Offugar ^ S,«*9,041     5     t\ 

■  ' 

Carried  forward ^f ^3,259,04 1     5     d| 
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£.        s.   i. 

Brought  forward S^259,04l     d    31 

Confolidated  Excifc  Daties 6,894,002   10    0 

Brought  to  this  account,  by  aft   S4  Geo.  III. 

cap.  20.  out  of  excife  duty  on  paper,  anno  1 794, 

in  lieu  of  duties  then  repealed,  at  73,000/.  per 

annum 75,000     0     0 

Ditto,  by  34  Geo.  III.  cap.  33.  out  of  excifc  duty  • 

on  fpirit  licences,  anno  1794,  in  lieu  of  duties 

then  repealed,  at  3 6, 000 A  per  annum 1 4,750     0     0 

Confolidated  Stamp  Duties 1,087,118-  14     6 

Brought  to    this   account,  by  aft  36   Geo.   III. 

cap.  1 25,  out  of  ftamp  duty  on  hats,  anno  1 796, 

in  lieu  of  duties  then  repealed,  at  9,479/.  1  li. 

per  annum 9,603     8     ^ 

Ditto,  by  aft  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  28,  out  of  ftamp 

duty  on  bills  and  receipts,  anno  179S,  in  lieu  of 

duties  then  repealed,  at  12 8, 600A  per  annum.' . .       128,600     0     0 
Ditto,  by  aft  36  Geo.  III.  cap.  52.  out  of  ftamp 

duty  on  legacies,  anno  1 796,  in  lieu  of  duties 

then  repealed,  at  41,079/.  P^r  annum _. .         4 1,079     0     0 


11,509,194    L8     64 
Proportionate  part  of  furplus  duties 
on  fugar,    1799,  now^  annually 

granted, j^^78,298  15  6 

Surplus  duty  on  tobacco,  anno  1799, 

ditto ,  .64,394     0  0 

Ditto  on  malt,  anno  1799,  <ii"o  . .  24)537   17  6-J 

*      167,230  13     ol 


11,676,435   11      7 
INCIDENTS. 

Referred,*  by  aft  37  Geo.  III.  cap.  1 8.  out  of  con- 

fol.  letter-money,    being  the  computed  annual 

produce  of  that  duty  prior  to  the  year  1795 ....       41 0,5 S6     O    4> 
Referved,  by  aft  38  Geo.  Ill:  cap,  89.  out  of  con- 

fol.  duties  on  fait,  in  lieu  of  duties  then  repealed, 

at  406,220/.  per  annum 406,220     QT    # 

Referved,  by  aft  38  Geo.  III.  cap.  40  and  41,  in 

lieu  of  duties  then  repealed,  outof  confol.  duties 

on  houfes  and  windows,  anno  1798,  at  327,900/. 

per  ahnum 327,900     0     f 

Ditto,  confol.  duties  on  ditto,  being  the  annual  fum 

direfted  to  be  fet  apart  on  account  of  the  com- 

mutatton  duty  at  5 1 5,000/.  per  annum 552, 1 1 7     7     3^ 

Ditto,   confol.  duties   on   inKabitcd  houfes,  anno 

1798,  at  148,600/.  per  annum ,. .  . .        148i600     0     0 

Ditto,  confol.  duties  on  malefervants,  anno  1798, 

at  93,000/»  per  annum 93,000     0     0 

.  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

Carried  forward,. .. ..   I3,6i4,3ia  18   10| 
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£•      1.   /. 

Bro«ghcibrwaid......ia»Sl4|B16  16  10{ 

jkderredj  by  adl  88  Geo.  III.  cap.  40  and  41.  in 

lieu  of  duties  then  repealed,  out  of  conM.  dutiet 

on  horfes  ufed  for  riding,  &€..  anno  1798,  tt 

106>000/.  per  annum 106>000  0  ^ 

I>itt0y  confol.  duties  on  four  and  two- wheeled  car« 

riagesj  anno  1798,  at  200,000/.  per  aaftom $00,000  0  0 

Seizures : 86^388  1^  l| 

Prefers ..,  6O9  18  S 

Alum  mines ;...;;  V       960  0  0 

Compofitions 471  l€  <8 

Alienation  duty '    i^dld  2  O 

6^.  per  lib.  on  penfiom • •  45^780  0  0 

li fabries.. ^5,180  10  8| 

Hawkers  and  pedlars i^»897  O  O 

Hackney  coaches  and  diairs 8^^400  0  O 

Rent  of  a  ligfat-hOufe <l  IS  4 

Lottery  licences -,...*  97O  1  10 

Waggon  (Arrears) r *;  /  8  «  0  • 

■  ■II  1^  ^11  mm 

14,084,179  14     4 
69d.  4#.  aidanno  17d9--^-*» •••      MOjdlO    O    « 

£'     '•     ^* 

Arrean  of  14th  8i.  aid  anno  1735.  ^    585     0    0 

53d   As 1789..    500  0  0 

54th  4i 1/90..       15  5  4 

bbx\L  As 1791..          1  15  0 

56th  4/ 1798 . .  8,900  18  0 

58th  4i 1794. .686  4  4| 

59th  4i 1795. .7,609  13  '5i 

60th  41 1796. .5,875  3  7I 

61ft    4i 1797.. 6,583  6  9^ 

■  84,577     0     7| 

Duty  on  malt ....  1796..    118  0  0 

1797.-3,988  11  9 


4,034   11     9 


Money  referved  for  the  u(e  of  the  public,  in  lefpeft 
.    of  the  nominees  appointed  by  the  comnlfBoners  oS 
the  treafury,  purluant  to  adl  30  Geo*  III 84,86o  1 8 

Money  paid  by  William  Mitfotd,       £.      x.    d* 
£fq.  6n  account  of  money  due 
from  the  eftate  of  the  late  £• 
Manning,  of  Jamaica 6,893  14     9 

Ditto  by  Claude  Scott,  Efq.  on 
account  of  com  fold  for  the  uTe 
of  Government 101,000    0    0 


Carried  forward 107,893  14  9..  14,357,361  18  8;^ 
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£.         t»    it.  jf .         #.     /► 

Brought  forward ....  I07>89d  14     9..  I4,367jd6l    18    i^ 

Money  paid  by  William  Hufkif. 

fon^  Efq.  on   account  of  Earl 

Macartney,     governor  of  the 

'  Cape  of  Good  Hope 10,000    0    O 

I)itto  by  Edward  Roberts,  Efq. 

firft  clerk  to  the  clerk  of  the 

pells,  being  the  refidae  of  ex- 
chequer fees ^ 43^1 86  17     # 

Ditto  by  A.  Huddleftone,  on  ac 

count  of  ftoppages  for  the  ufe  of 

the   royal    artillery  in   New- 
foundland           300     0     Q 

Ditto  by  Fludyer  and  Co.  army 

con  trailers,  on  account  of  doth 

fold  for  the  public  fervice 2,633  16     S 

Ditto  by  Richard  Spiller,  Efq.  late 

agent  for  Cape  Breton £56  Id     7^ 

Ditto  by  Abraham  Newland,  Efq. 

on  account  of  the  ill  ver  coinage    31,666  18     4 
Ditto  by  F.  Bullock,  Efq.  late 

'  agent  for  Senegambia 314     4     6^ 

Ditto  by  William  Fincmorc,  on 

account  of  a  penalty  of  a  bond  34     S     0 

Ditto  by  Henry  Motz,  Efq.  ditto 

of  the  fale  of  magazines 1 0,300     0     0 

■    ■       ■■      ■  206,585      6  5f 

Impreft    Money   repaid    by   R. 

Molefworth,  Efq.  on  account  of 

the  right  honourable  Richard 

Rigby,  late  paymailer  of  the 

forces 1,936     0     f 

Ditto  by  C.  Goddard,  Efq.  agent 

fbrCanada 1,900     0     0 

Ditto  by  Sir  F.  Baring,  on  ac- 
count of  the  executors  of  Sir 

Adam  Williamfon 43,000     0     0 

Ditto  by   Brook   Watfon,  Efq. 

commiflary  general 27,329  ^38 

9^tfi    by   Alexander   Davidfon, 

Efq.  late  comrniiTary  general  at 

Southampton 1 1,308     I     9 

Ditto  by  the  Hon.  H.  E«  FoX| 

adminiflrator  of  the  late  Lord- 

Holland,    paymafter    of    the 

forces 5,000     0     0 

Ditto  by  Major  General  D'Au- 

bant,  chief  engineer  at  Toulon 

andCorfica 140     0     O 

Carried  forward  ,,,.90,6 13     5     7.  .14,563,947     «   li 
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£.        /,     d^           £.  s.     d. 

Brought  forward 90,613     6    7'. .  14,5(53,947    6     Ij; 

Impreft  money  repaid  by  William 
Mitford,  £fq. ,  on  account  of 
Dr.  John  Stewart,  late  pur- 
veyor of  bofpitals  at  the  Leeward 
Iflands 200     0    0 

— --^ 90,813  5    r 

^otal  Income  applicable  to  the  paying  the  charge 

for  debt  exiting  prior  to  the  year  1793  • 14,654,760  1 0     8{ 

Duties  pro  anno  1793. 

Britilb  fpirits,  anno  1791 108,916  0     0 

Game  duty S7»673  4     0 

Surplus  of  duty  on  bills  and  receipts,  after  referving 

the  annual  average  produce  as  aforefaid *87,891  10     1 

Referred  out  of  duties  confolidated  by  a^s  1798, 

cap.  40  and  41,  in  lieu  of  duty  of  lO/.  per  cent. 

then  repealed '. 89,605  1 2     6  J 

314,086  6    l\ 

Du TIES  pro  anno  1 794. 

Sugar  1791,  arrears  in  1800 60,870  9     \\ 

Foreign  fpirits 161,027  0     0 

Britiih  ditto  1794 1 10,041  0     0 

Foreign  ditto 156,915  17     5 

Surplus  of  fpirit  licences,  after  referving  the  average 

produce  as  aforefaid 0  0     0 

Ditto  paper  (Excife)  after  ditto,  ditto 75,143  0     0 

Paper  (Cuftoras) 5,277  3     6 

Olafs : 45,123  0     0 

Sricks  and  tiles  (Cuftoms)  ;...^ 8  8     3 

Ditto (Excife) 43,270  0     0 

Slates  and*  ftones 1 1,777  9  1 1 

Attomies  articles 2 1>979  18     q 

I    I     ■          ■            ■               I     <  II                  WK— — ^ 

689,433  6     ij 

Proportionate  part  of  furplus  duty  on  fugar,  1 79J; . .         i"6,9«9  g     4 

706,362  16      b\ 


DvTiEs  pro  anno  1705* 

Britifh  fpirits '  106,603  0  0 

Foreign  ditto 156,717  6  6^ 

Wines ; 557,171  0  0 

Sweets 7,75  r  0  0 

Cocoa 22,187  0  0 

jStamps '. ^ 39,47 110  6 ' 

Ship  policies  • . . ,  • ,  148,603  2  6 

Carried  forward.. '.. ..  1^038,593  19  6| 
4I    % 


6i3r 


• 


Bronglit  forward l^OSS^S^S  19  6| 

Hair  powder  certificates iai»88l   id  8 

Receipts : , »,5S7     7  8 

Fniit,  filk,  &c \ 105«796   18  l\ 

Coals ,...         11,326     £  » 

Tea.. 250,538   10*  O 

Spirit  licences. 15,750     0  O 

Kcferved  out  of  coofolidated  letter  moner,  being  the 

computed  annual  increafe  of  revenue,  oy  leaftoD  of 

the  reftri6Uon  in  franking  by  aA  37  Geo.  Ill* 

eap.  18 40,000    0  o 

1,611,424    11  11^ 


■V 


DuTiEi  pro  anno  1796. 

Tpbaooo..... ^. 186,183     0     0 

Hoife  dealers  licences •  1»5^9     3     3 

Wine  (Excife) 2,500     6     0 

Ditto  (Cuftoais)  ....... 526,103     4     \\ 

Sweets \ 8,014     O     0 

Surplus  of  duty  on  legacies,  after  refenring  the  are- 
rage  produce  as  aforefaid 77>i65     l     S 

Ditto  of  duty  on  hats,  after  ditto  ditto 33,162  14     3 

Rcferved,  by  a^  38  Geo..  III.  cap.  40  and 41,  out 

of  confolidated  duties  on  horfes  for  riding,  ^c.  in 

lieu  of  duty  on  horfes,  17Q6,  then  repealedj^  at 

106^000/.  per  annum Ip6>000     0     0 

Ditto,  confol.  duties  on  horfes  for  hu(bandry,  in  lieu 

of  2/.  duty  on  hufbandry,  horfes  then  repealed,  al 

95,000/.  per  annum 95^0QO     Q     Q 

Ditto,  confol.  duties  on  dogSj  in  lieu  of  that  duty 

anno  179O,  then  repealed,  at  7P,500/.  per  aniiui;n       68^929  17     3 
Ditto,  duties  confol.  annQ  1 798,  in  lieu  of  the  duty 

of  1 0/.  per  cent,  anno  1 796,  then  r^pealed^  at 

80,igo/.  per  annum ! .       $^1^^     *     7j 

Computed  annual  faying  by  reducing  the  allowan^ 

£di  wafle  on  fait 32,000     0     0 

Taken  out  of  coofolidated  cufloms^  being  the  cpm- 

puted  annual  faving  to   the  public,  on  account 

of  the  reduAion  in  the  drawback  on  the  exporta. 

tionofftigar.... 116,676     5     8 


^mm 


1,334,444  8      4| 

»■  .              ,  ,,.      - 

DuTiBi  pro  anno  I797t 

Pepper 161,39s  8  10| 

Wrought  pUtc  , . , 19  3     6 

Sritiih  fpirtts 107,535  0     0 

Foreign  ditto 157,964  16     0| 

Au^ons 50,844  0     O 

"^^^•"■""^"■"■"•■^^■^■^^^^ 

Carried  forward,,.  •••     478,256  8    4| 
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•  Bnmght  forward 478^256  8  4| 

Deeds 6879460  1 1  $ 

Cocoa « 6»9i)9  0  0 

Clocks  and  watches  (Arrears) 14^966  2  6^ 

Stages , :.  ^9,7iJ9  0  9 

Si^ar»hrkks»  See 184^766  4  lOf 

Bncks . .  • .  Sd^oss  0  0 

Tea 310,265  8  4 

Spirit  licences,  cap.  1 7j   59,000  0  0 

DIttd,  cap.  102 7j750  0  0 

so/,  percent,  on aflefled taxes  (Arrears) 1.  ^2,126  5  4^ 

Surplus  of  ditto,  after  referving  the  fums  direded  hy 

ad  88  Geo.  III.  cap.  40  and  41* .- 00  9 

Picto  duties  on  hoifes  tor  riding,  &c.  conlblidated  by 

ditto,  cap.  41,  after  referring  the  funs  diieded 

to  be  fet  apart 79i9^«  11  5| 

Ditto  of  ditto  ditto  hulbandry,  ditto  by  ditto,  after 

ditto 174,940  4  3} 

pitto  of  ditto  on  houfes  and  windows,  ditto  by 

cap.  40.  after  ditto 804,497  19  7^ 

Ditto  of  ditto  OQ  inhabited  houfes„  ditto  by  ditto* 

aftexditto , 18,980  J5  Oj 

IXtto  of  ditco  on  niale  fervants,  ditto  hy  cap.  4 1  • 

after  ditto 47*577  1  li| 

Ditto  pf  letter  looney,  after  referring  the  fom  di- 

rededby  aiftd7G^*IIL  cap.  18 265,444  0  0 

2,784,714     9     Hi 

Proportionate  part  of  farplos  duty     £^        i.    d* 

onfugatl79^ 15,871    ,7     6 

Mon^  paid  biy  Meflrs  Pnget  and 

Banbridge,  for  intereft,  &c.  on 

account  of  1,500,000/.  (part  of 

a  loan  of   14,500,000/.)  ad* 

Tanced   to  the  gorernment  of 

Ireland  by  ad  87  Geo.  III. 

cajp.  144 187*386     5     5 

^ ...       153,257    12   11 


S,gS7fD72     2     2| 


Dot  IIS  pio  anno  1798« 


Atmorial  ikaxi^ 29,732    0  8 

Tea.. 151,889  16  8 

Spirit  licences 124,750     0  0 

^Bipliis  of  duties  On  fait,  after  referving*  the  fum  as 

diieded  Vy  91^.98  Geo.  III.  cap,  89 '. . . .      426,204  10  6f 

Carried  forward 732*576    7  lOj 
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Brought  forward 732,576     7  \fs\ 

Money  paid  by  Meffrs  Pugct  and  fiambridge,  for  in- 
tercft,  &c.  on  account  of  2,000,000/.  (part  of 
loan  of  17,000 jOOO/.)  advanced  to  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  by  a6td8  Oco.IIL'  cap.  go. . .       180,95S     6     3 


gis,828  14     \\ 


'^  > 


Sronght  to  this  account  by  adds 
Geo.  III.  cap.  76»  and  5g  Geo. 
III.  oat  of  duty  on  goods  and 
Ihippinff  to  replace  the  like 
fum  ifiue^i  out  of  confolidated 
fund,  on  account  of  loan  of 
8,000,000/.  anho  1 798,  before 

6th  April  1799 418^687     »     5{ 

Ditto,  out  of  ditto  to  fatisfy 
charge  in  the  year  1799 524,644   14     Oj 


943,331    17     0 


Duties  pro  anno  1799* 

Coffee  and  fugar •.,...      243,056   15     9 

Small  notes ,-....  9,82 118     0 


252,878   13     9 


Money  paid  by  Meffrs.  Puget  and  Bainbridge,  for  in- 
tereft,  ^c.  on  account  of  3,000,000/.,  part  of  a 
loan  of  15,500,000/.  advanced  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  by  ad  39  Geo.  III.  cap.  114...       108,598  12    ^ 


<^ 


361,477     6     4 


JBrought  to  this  account  by  adls  39  Geo.  III.  cap»  13.  ^ 

and  cap.  3.  feff.  «.  out  of  duty  on  goods  and 

(hipping 52,628   12     3 

Ditto,  out  of  duties  on  income 206,250     0    0 


258,878    12     3 


Total  income  of  the  confolidated  fund,  applicable 

tqwards  paying  the  charge  cxifting  prior  to  the 

year  179.^ 14,654,760  10  8| 

Total  duties  impofed  towards  defraying  additional 

charge,  created  anno  1793 314,086  6  7{ 

Ditto,  .ditto,  .ditto. .  1794 706,362  15  h\ 

Ditto,  .ditto,  .ditto..  1795 1,6U,424  11  ll| 

Ditto,  .ditto,  .ditto..  1796 1,334,444  8  4j 

Ditto .  .ditto .  .  ditto . .  1 707 2,937,972  .2  2^ 

Ditto,  .ditto,  .ditto..  1798 I,856,l60  II  l\ 

Ditto.. ditto,  .ditto..  1799 ;       620,355  18,  6 

Carried  forward 24,035,567  5  *i 
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£.        i.    d. 

Brought  forward 24j035,5^    b    5| 

^oney  paid  by  Abraham  Newland^  fifq.  on  account 

of  the  commiflioners  for  ifloing  exchequer  bills  ' 

for  the  relief  of  the. Grenada  merchants^  &c«  by 

aftssGeo.  Ill ,, 199,000    0    0 

24,227,567      5      5  J 

^Brought  to  this  account  from  fupplies  1 800j  out  of 
exchequer  bills  made  forth  by  virtue  of  an  adt 
89  Geo.  III.  felT.  2.  cap.  3.  for  granting  cer* 
tain  duties  upon  perfonal  eftates,  to  replace  the 
like  fum  ilTued  out  of  the  confoltdated  fund,  as  on 
the  other  fide 140,000     0     # 

,24,376,6^7     5    .6^ 
Canal  and  dock  duty,  brought  to  this  account  by 

aa  39  Geo.  III.  cap.  69 7,6l2  12     0 

II  111!  I     I    ■       11    ■■       W     ■     ■        ^ 

Total  income  of  the  confolldated  fund,  in  the  year 

ended  5th  January  1800 24,384,179  17     5j 

I 


CHARGE. 


Adual  Payment  oot  of 
t^  Conroudatcd  Fund, 
in  the  Year  ended  5tb 
January  iSoa 


EXCHEQUER :  j(^.         1* 

Annuities  for  long  terms,   14/.  per 

cent 48,515     2 

Ditto,  2-7ths  excifc ; 6,365   12 

Ditto,  3,700/.  per  week S  1,830     6 

Ditto,  anno  1706 24,724  1 1 

Ditto,  anno  I7O7 8,152     8 

Ditto,  per  ift  a^,  anno  1 7O8  ....     4,9 (8   12 

Ditto,  2d  a6l,  ^nno  17O8 10,597     5 

Ditto,  2  and  3  lives 8, 1 95   12 

Ditto,  fmglc  lives,  anno  1745  ...    12,318     5 

Ditto,  anno  1746. ." 22,466  10 

5 
13 
18 


Ditto,  anno  1757 24,567 

Ditto,  anno  1 778 2,769 

Ditto,  anno  1779-- 5,174 

Ditto,  with  benefit  of  furvivor- 

ihip,   1766 540 

Ditto.  .1789 42,862 


0 
1 


d. 

6 
0 

8 

6 

2 

7 
3 
0 
0 
O 
0 
0 
7 

0 
0 


f^tufe  Anntial  (Tharftf 

upon  the  Confolldated 

Fund,  as  it  ftood  on  tte 

Ith  January  iSoo^ 

if.         /.      </. 


48,515  2  6 

6,365  12  0 

31,830  6  8 

24,724  11  6 

8,152  2  '2 

4,918  12  T 

10^597  5  3 

8,195  12  O 

12,318  5  0 

22,466  10  a 

24,567  5  0 

2,769  18  .  0 

5,174  18  7 


540     0     • 
4^862      1      0 


SOUTH.SIA  company: 

On  their  prefent  capital  of 
24,^65,084/.  ]3i.  \\\d.  at 
8  per  cent,  per  annum. 735,974-  13  11    . .  735,974  13   11 


Carried  forward 989,972  1 1     2  - . .  989,972  J I     2 
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I 

£,.       u     d.  £.       1.    d. 

fifooght ffl^ud "gSSiSTB  11     «   ..989,97s  11     « 

tRXBF   CASHISK  OF  TBC  80VTB- 
8BA  COMr ANT : 

Ahnutties  on  l  f^\  996OQ/.  at  9  {xr 
(Kfftt. per annmn 68,359  16    if..  58,355  11     9 

BANK  OF  tKOLAirt>: 

On  their  capital  of  49000,000/. 
purchafed  of  the  South.Sea  Com* 
pany,  with  charges  of  manage* 
meat,  at  d/.  per  ceiit.  per  ann.    I'Z  1,898     3     5   . .  121,898     3     6 

Amwitietoa  500,000/.  for  can.    ' 
celling  exchequer  billsj  at  ditto     15,000    0    0  ..   15,000     o«    0 

Ditto  on    i^ssOyOOO/.    granted 

anno  1^149  at  ditto ;.;.    37>500     0     0   ..   ST^MK)     O     H 

Ditto  on  1,7509000/.  granted 
anno  17191  at  ditto 52,500     0     0   ..   52,500     O     0 

DlttD  on  SyTOOjDOO/.  granted 
anno  1743,  with  charges  of 
management,  at  ditto 100,000    T>     0   ..100,000     O     O 

Ditto  on  986,000/.  granted  anno 

1746,  at  ditto 29,604     0     0  ..   29^04     0     0 

CHIEF  CASHIER  OF  T-HB  BANK 
OF  ENGLAND: 

Annuities    on     l00,266,397/« 

14/.  ll|i/.  theprdfentcaiMtal 

of  8/*  percent,  confol.  annui. 

ties,  with  charges  of  ma- 
nagement  :.. 3,101,999  13     7i.  .3,045,(^30   It   lof 

Ditto  on  36,540,001/.  li.  6d. 

the  prefent  capital  of  s/.  jper 

cent,  reduced  annuities,  with 

ditto 1,184,046     8      U ..  1,108,794     6     3| 

Ditto  on  1 ,000,000/.  at  3/.  per 

cent,   granted   anno   1726, 

with  ditto 30,450     0     0..       30,4JO     0     0 

Ditto  on  32,750,000/.  confoli- 

dated  4/.  per  cent,  annuities, 

withditto 1,324,509     7     0.*  1,324,509     7     0 

Ditto  for  92,  98,  80,  78,  77, 

75^,  and  69  j  years,  granted 

arniis   1761,    1762,   1780, 

1782,     1783,     1784,     and 

1 790,  with  management ...    71 2,668  41     6| . .     7 1 2,668  li     6| 
Ditto  f<Mr  10  years,  granted 

J  1777.. '25,000     0      0    ..        25,000     0     0 

Carried  forward 7f 783,508  10  ii|.. 7,651,883     4     of 


^»    a  ■  ifc 
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j^.        /•     d*  £.  u     d. 

Brought  forward • « 7>703|MI9  lo  uf . .  7»6«i,8ts    4    o| 

Arninities  for  SO  and  89  years, 

granted  1778  and  1779j  and 

lor  18|  years,  anno  179O,  in 
'   liea  of  Hie  annuities  at  the 

exchequer,  anno  1789,  with 

chafgesof  managcmenc.. ..    498>0d9     5     9|..    4Sd,089     8     9| 

Ditto  for  *  1 79869)993/.  9/.  * 

lOi/.  confolidated  at  bL  per 
cent*  annuities,  with  charges 
of  management goi,54i     3     5|..    901,541     3     b\ 

For  the  fimport  of  his  majefty 's 
hoolehoid. /  898,000    0    0  «,    898^000    0    0 

Edward  Roberts,  Efq.  firft  clerk 
to  the  clerk  of  the  pells,  on 
660/.  per  annum,  formerly 
paid  to  the  auditor  of  the  re. 
ceipt  of  his  majcftjr's  ex- 
chequer, for  falaries  to  the 
offioersof  the  Exchequer  Bill 
Office,  but  now  payable  to 
him  by  ad  23  Geo»  III. . . .  650    e    0  •»  650    0    O 

Amie  Cafi,  late  officckeeper  in 
the  office  for  managing  the 
former  dutiea  on  wine  11*^ 
oences 90    0    0  . .  so    0    0 

Hw  Judges  of  England,  in  aug^ 
mentation  of  their  fidaries . .     13,050    0    0  . .      1^,060    o    0 

Duke  of  Gloucefler  on  his  an*  ^ 

nuity  . . . . « 8,000  0  0  . .  8|000  0  t 

Ditto  on  ditto 9,000  0  0  ^ .  0,000  O  0 

Duke  of  York  on  ditto 14,000  0  0  »•  I4,0U0  0  o 

Dochefs  of  York  on  ditto  . . .  4,000  0  0  . «  4,000  0  o 

Duke  of  Clarence  on  ditto. . .  12,000  0  0  .  >  12,000  0  0 
Reprefentatives  of  Arthur  On. 

flow,  Efq*  on  ditto 3,000  .0  0  . .  3»000  0  $^ 

E^l  of  Chatham  on  ditto 4,000  0  t>  . .  4,000  0  0 

Loid  Rodney  on  ditto S,000  0  0  . .  e,000  0  0 

Lord  Ikathfield  on  ditto 1,500  0  0  ..  1,500  0  0 

Lady  Dorchefter  on  her  ditto..  1,000  0  0  ..  1,000  0  X> 

Marquisof  Bute  on  his  ditto..  7^000  0  0  ..  7,000  0  0 

Philip  Deare,  Efq.  on  ditto  . .  SOO  0  0  ..  SOO  0  0 
John  Wigglefworth,   Efq.  on 

ditto 800  0  0  . .  800  0  0 

Charles  Harris,  Efq.  on  ditto..  leoo  0  0  ..  200  0  0 


Carried  forward 10,086,109^    0    s^..  9,954,4  83  13    8| 
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Bronght forwaid 1O1O869IO9     0    2|..9i9^4^48e  id     si 

Sir   William  Mofgrave,  Bart* 

late  (me  of  the  commiffionen 

for  ^uditine  the  pablic  ac 

counts  on  (Utto 439  11     £|.  •  0     0     0 

William    Chamberlaynei   Efq. 

late  another  on  ditto 841   19.  Oj^..  000 

John  Thomas  Batt,  Efq*  one  of 

the commifiioners  for  ditto..       1^000     0     0   ..  1,000     O     0 

Reginald  Pole  Carew,  Efq.  axu 

other « 560     8     9f..         1,000     o     <> 

Sir  John  Dick,  another 500     0     0   . .  500     o     O 

J<^  Martin  Leake,^  Efq.  an. 

other 500    0    0..       —  500     o    o 

Salaries  to  clerks,  and  contin. 

ffencics  in   the  office  of  the 

uiid  commiffioners ........        6,000     0     0   . .        6,000     O     0 

John  Penn,  Efq.  of  Stoke  Pogis,  , 

Berks,  on  his  annuity 3,000     0     0  ..         3,000     0     O 

Richard  Penn,  Efq.  of  Q^een. 

Anne  Street,  on  his  annuity  1,000  0  0  ..  1,000  0.  0 
Mafter  of  his  majefly's  mint  in  .  . 

Eng^nd ,. .       6,650  .0     Q  ..       13,800     0.   a 

Ditto  in  Scotland 1,200     0     0   .  •         1,200    JO     0 

For  the  encouragement  of  the  .       < 

frowth  of  hemp  and  ilax  in 
Ingland  and  Scotland  ... ..        6,335   15     0   ..        6,335    15     0 
For  the  (hcriffs  of  England  and 

Wales 4,000     0     0   . .        4,000     0     0 

The  commiffioners  appointed  for 

'  the  redaction  of  the  national 

^  "debt,  by  adt  26  Geo.  III. . .  1,000,000     0     b  . .  1,000,000     0     0 
Charles  Duke  of  Richmond,  on 

his  annuity  of  19,000/.  by^ 

,ad  39  Geo.  Ill 9^500     0     0   . .       19,000     0     • 

Clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk 

of  the  Pells,  for  their  fcrvice 

in  executing  the  adls  29  and 

30  Geo.  III.   for  granting 

annuities  on  lives 680     0     0  ..  880     0     e 

I^fCIDINTAL^CHAROSS  .* 

The  reprefentatives-  of  the  late 
uiher  of  the  receipt  of  the  ex* 
chequer,  for  neceflfaries  fup. 
filed  to  thefeyeral  new  offices 
of  the  faid  exchequer 147     0     9   ..   Uncertain* 

■f  "    "       "  "    ■     

Carried  forward 11,128,663   15     0|..  11,01 2,699     g     si 
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619 


700    0    0 


000 


2,201   12     6 


Brought  forward 1 1 j  1 28,663  1 5 

George  Attvood,  Efq.  iiu 
fpedor  of  tor'ine  certifi- 
cates, to  dclray  certain  ex- 
pences  attcrding  ♦^beexc- 
cation  of  ana^  ooG.  III. 

Chief  cafhier  of  ihc  Bank  of 
England,  to  reimburfe  fo 
^much  paid  for  fees  of  va- 
rious natures  at  t\.t  Ex- 
chequer, Treafuty,  &c.  in 
relation  to  his  u  count  of 
the  fevcral  Bai.k  annuities 

Kight  Hon.  Henry  Adding- 
ton,  fpeaker  of  the  Hoiue 
of  Commons,  to  complete 
6,000/.  per  annum 

John  Reeves,  Efq.  late  re- 
ceiver of  the  fevcn  public 
offices  of  police,  eftablifh- 
ed  purfuant  to  aA  82  Geo. 
{II.  to  pay  the  falaries  of 
clerks,  &c.  of  the  faid 
offices 

Jofeph  Baldwin,  Efq.  now 
ditto 

Thomas  Cotton,  Efq.  for  the 
balance  of  his  declared  ac- 
count of  money  by  him  re- 
ceived and  expended  for 
the  relief  of  pcrfons  con. 
ne^ed  with  and  trading  to 
the  iilands  of  St.  Vincent 
and  Grenada,  in  the  years 
1797  and  1798,  purfuant 
to  aclsSS  and  37  G.  Ill; 

Charles  Townfliend,  Efq.  for 
allowances  to  clerks  and 
reimburfements  of  fees  at- 
tending the  pafling  his  ac- 
count relating  to  tontine 
annuities  anno  1789  . .  •  • 

Qlerk  of  the  Hanapcr 


49 
2,024 


Id 
11 


dm  £»  !•*       d* 

0^4. 11,012,699     9     si 


9,000     0     0 
3,000     0     0 


>u 


134    15      6 


nccrtain. 


." 


Total  charge  upon  confoli- 
datcd  fund,  exifting  prior 
to  the  year  1 71)3 11,145,774     7   lOj..  11,01^,699     8     3j 


Note,  T^ic  capital  ftock  of  3/.  per  cent,  confolidated  annuities  was 
herciofore  107,399,6907.  3/.  i;|</.  but  is  reduced  as  above  by  reafon  of 
7>133,..'98/.  lox.  ad.  transferred  to  the  commiifioners  for  the  zeduAiiQii 

X   K  2 


6«9  APPENDIX. 

of  tlieiuitioiiil<lebty  cmaooooot  of  land  tax  redeemed  befiuie  Mh  jmsmj 
1 800 ;  and  the  capital  of  sA  {ler  cent*  redii^  annoities  was  4 1 ,540»07S/« 
l6i.  4  J.  bat  is  now  reduced  as  above  by  fiiOOOfOrsA  14«.  lOi/.  tiaou 
ieried  in  like  nuumer  before  lOth  Odlober  1799*  on  whidia^labfo 
transferred  the  intereft  and  management  ceaies  to  be  paid. 

Diet  incaned  in  refpedt  of  4,500^000/,  raiied  anno  1799  : 

Annuities  on  69?50,000A  at  sA        £.      |.    /i  ^.        m.    i^ 

per  cent,  added  to  d/,  per 
eent.  confolidaited  annuitiesj 
with  charge^  of  management    i90jSl2  10     0  *«    190^619  10    0 

Ditto  at  i/.  per  cent,  on  capi- 
tals  funfied  iince  5  th  January 
17dd»  payable  to  the  com^ 
miifioners  appointed  for  the 
reduction  of  the  national  debt    62|500    0     0  ..      6fi»fiOO     0    0 

Total  charges  for  debt  incurred 
in  the  year  1799  •• S52)8ii^  10    0  ..    S59,812  lO    0 


PiBT  incurred  in  refped^of  il^OOO^OOO/.  raifed  anno  1794»  and  by 
/eafon  of  navv  and  vidualiiqg  billsj  made  out  before  ift  Maicb 
I79d>  being  funded ; 

Annuities  on  lljOOO^OOO/.  at 
S/.  per  cent,  added  to  8/.  per 
cent.  conToli^ted  annuities ; 
with  charges  of  management  334^950     0     0  ..    334^950     0     0 

Ditto  on  2,750,000/.  at  4/. 
per  cent,  added  to  4/.  per 
q^t.  confolidated  annuities^ 
with  ditto 111,237   10     0   ..     111,237  10     0 

Pitto  fcqr  ^^\  years,  at  1 1  /.  5</. 
per  cent,  added  to  long 
confolidated  Bank  annuities, 
withditto 63,498     I     5|,.      63,498     1     b\ 

pitto  on  1,926,525/.  12x.  bd. 
at  5LycT  cent,  confolidated 
annuities,  on  account  of  navy 
bills.  Sec.  cancelkd,  with 
charges  of  man^eoient 97,193     4     4   ...      97,193     4    4 

^  Ditto  i/.  per  cent.  Myable  to 
the  commiffioners  tor  the  re. 
du^ion  of  the  national  debt     1 66,445     5     0  .,    166,445     5    0 


><*^H 


Total  charge  for  debt  incurred     « 

'    in  the  year  1 794 773,324     0     9}.'.    773,384     0     g| 
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Debt  inconed  in  re^sftof  is^OOO^OOO/.  raifed  anno  1795,  and  by 
reafon  of  navy  and  vidtoalling  bills,  Inade  out  before  dOth  September 
I79d>  being  fonded : 

Annuities  on  18|000,0Q0A  at        J^.        u    d^  £•      s.    d* 

d/«  per  cent,  added  tod/,  per 
cent*  confolidated  annuities,  , 

with  charges  of  management    548,100     0     0   ..    548,100     0     Q 

t>Itto  on  6,000,000/.  at  4/.  per 
cent,  added  to  4/,  per  cent, 
confolidatpd  annuities,  with 
ditto 248,700     Q     0    . .     242,700     0     9 

Ditto  for  ^b\  years,  at  91.  6^. 
per  cent,  added  to  long  con. 
iblidated  Bank  annuities, 
withditto 86,461   17     6  ..      86,46l   17     ^ 

Pitto  on  1,609,897/.  17'.  !</• 
at  bL  per  cent,  added  to  bU 
per  cent,  confolidated  annui- 
ties, on  account  of  navy  bills, 
&c«  cancelled,  with  charges 
ofooanagement 81,219     ^  l^    •-      81,219     6  li 

Pitto  \U  per  cent,  jpayable  to 
the  commifflbners  lor  the  re. 
dttftion  of  the  national  debt    268,988  19    6  ..    268,988  19     6 

Total  charge  for  debt  incurred 

inthe  year  1795 1^227,415     d  11  «. 1,227,415     3  11 


^ 


DiBT  incurred  in  refpeA  of  ie,000,000/.  and  7>500«00C/.  raifed  anno 
1796,  and  by  reafon  of  navy  bills,  &c,  made  out  before  the  dOth 
September  1795,  being  funded : 

By  18,000,000/.  raifed 
anno  1796: 

Annuities  on  21,595,800/.  at 
8/.  per  cent,  added  to  3/. 
per  cent,  confolidated  annui- 
ties, with  charges  of  manage, 
ment 657,592     2     2   ..    657,592     2     2' 

Ditto  on  4,500,000/.  at  s/. 
per  cent,  added  to  s/.  per 
cent,  reduced  annuities,  with 
ditto 1375O25     0     0   . .    137,025     0     0 

Ditto  for  64 1  years,  at  Gj.  6</.  ,         ^ 

per  cent,  added  to  the   long  • 

confolidated  Bank  annuities, 
withditto 5p,l58     2     6  ..      59,158     2     6 


Carried  forward 853,775     4     8..     853,775    4     8 


tit  APPENDIX. 

Brought  forward 858,776     4     8   ••    853,775     4    « 

By  7,500,000/.  raifed 
anno  1 796  * 

Annuities  on  8,c').S4,200/.  at 
3/.  percent,  added  to  S/,  per 
cent,  conlblids'^ed  annuities, 
with  charges  of  management    272,046     7     9}"    «72>04(5     7     9| 

Ditto  on  l,859,6c»5/.  at  3/.  per 
cent,  added  to  ii/.  jier  cent, 
reduced  annuities,  with  ditto     56,625  11     7  ••      56,625  11     7. 

Ditto4br  63|  years,  at  5x.  6</. 
per  cent,  aducd  to  long  con- 
foiidated  B^nk  annuities,  with 
ditto 20,813    18     6    ..       20,8]^    18     6 

Annuities  on  4,414,074/.  4/. 
Qd,  at  6/.  percent,  added  .to 
5/.  per  cent,  confolidatedan* 
nuities,  on  account  of  navy 
bills,  &c.  cancelled 222,690     0  lOf . .    222,690     0   10| 

Ditto  at  1/.  per  cent,  on  the 
above  fums,  payable  to  the 
commiffioners  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt 4{24,421    19   10    ..     424»421    \g   10 


T 


Total  charge  for  debt  incurred 

in  the  year  1796 1,850,573     3     3    . .  )j850,S7d     3     3 


Debt  incurred  in  refpefl  of  14,500,000/.  and  1 8,000,000/.  raifed  anno 
1 797i  and  by  rcafon  of  navy  and  cxcheqaer  bills  being  fiuided ; 

By  14,500,000/.  created 
anno  17Q7  * 

Annuities  on  18,125,000/.  at 
s/.  percent,  confoiida  ted  an- 
nuities, with  charges  of  ma- 
nagement  '.    651,906     5     9  .,    551,906     5     f 

Ditto  on  7,250,000/.  at  3/. 
per  cent,  added  to  3/.  per 
cent,  reduced  annuities,  with 
ditto 220,762   10     0   ..     220,762   10     t 

Ditto  on  2,900,000/.  at  4/. 
per  cent,  added  to  4/.  per 
cent,  confolidated  annuities, 
with  ditto 117,305     0     0    ..     117,305     0     0 

Carried  forward 889,973   15     0   , .     889,973   15     0 
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Brought  forward 889,973  15    0  ...    889,978  15     o 

Annuities  for  62^  yean,  at  6s. 
per  cent,  added  to  long  con- 
iblidated  Bank  annuities, 
with  charges  6f  management      48,989     7     6   ..      43,989     7     6 

By  nayy  bills  fanded : 
Annuities  on  16,438,175/*  5x, 

at  s/,  per  cent,  added  to  sL 

pet  cent,  -confolidated  anmii- 

ties,   created  on  account  of 

navy    bills    funded;     with 

*  charges  of  management  .. ..    500,542     8     8|..    500,54!^     •     8| 
Ditto  on  765,4S7^  1 1'«  6d,  at 

4/«  per  cent,  added  to  4/.  per 

cent,  confolidated  annuities, 

created  on  account  of  navy 

bills  funded,  with  ditto d0,96l    10  10   ..       30,961   10  10 

Ditto  on  2,034,889/.  lis.  id. 

at  5/.  per  cent,  added  to  s/. 

per  cent,  confolidated  annui- 
ties, created  on  account  of 

navy  bills  funded,  with  ditto    102,660     3     6  ..     102,660     3     6 

By  exchequer  bills  funded  :     , 
Annuities  on   1,999,699/.  4/. 

4d.  at  S/.  per  cent,  added  to 

3/.  per  cent,  confolidated  an- 
nuities, created  on  account  of  ^ 

exchequer  bi4s  funded ;  with 

charges  of  management ... .      60,890  iff    9f..      6o,^go  16     9I 
Ditto  on  104,432/.  5s.  %d.  at 

4/.  per  cent,  added  to  4/.  per  ^ 

cent,  confolidated  annuities, 

created  on  account  of  exche- 

quer  bills  funded,  with  ditto        4,224     5     8f..         4,224     5     8f 
Ditto  on  270,202/.  4s.  ed.  at 

5 1,  per  cent,  added  to  5/.  per 

cent,  confolidated  annuities, 

created  on  account  of  exche- 
quer bills  funded,  with  ditto      13,681   14     0   ..       16,631   14     0 

By  18,000,000/.  raifed 
anno  1 797 : 
Annuities  on  20, 124,843/.  1 5s. 
at  5/.  per  cent,  with  charges 

of  management 1,015,898     7     4   ..1,015,898     7     4 

Annuities  at  l/.  per  cent,  on 
the  above  fums,  payable  to 
the  commiifioners  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  national  debt     706,046  18     7   ..    706,046  18-   7 

8,368,219     2   1  if.. 8,368,219     2^  11| 


•^mm 
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Debt  iocorred  in  ttfyeck  of  iTsOOOjOOo/,  xaified  anno  i'jgi  : 

By  9,000,000/.  part  of  1 7,000,000/. 
rufedanno  1798 : 

Annuities  on  13,500,000/.  at  s/.  £.       s»     /«.  £,       $.     /. 

per  cent*  added  to  d/.  per 
cent,  confolidattd  annuities 
(in    lefpea  of   9,000)000/. 
part  of  I7j000,000/.}  with 
charge  of  management ... .    417|150     0     0  «•    411>07S     O     O 

iMtto  on  4|500,000/.  at  d/.per 
cent,  added  to  d/.  per  cent* 
ledoced  annuities  (in  refpeA 
of  thefaid  9,000,000/.)  with 
di^to 149,014  '3   10    ..     187i095      O     0 

Ditto  for  6l|  years  at  4i»  1  l^T, 
per  cent,  a^ed  to  long  con* 
lolidated  Bank  annuities,  with 
ditto «4,06l     9     0.,       £2,973  M8      if 

Ditto  at  1/.  per  cent,  on  the  . 
above  fun,  payable  to  the 
•commiflioners  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt .. .     189,860     0     0   ..     182,880     O     0 

773,105      5    10   ..     753,363    13      if 

By  8,000,000/.  part  of  1 7>000,000/. 
ratfedanno  1798: 

Annuities  on  18,000,000/.  at 
3/.  per  cent,  added  to  S/. 
per  cent,  confol.  annuities 
(in  refpeft  of  8,000,000/. 
rennainder  of  the  faid 
17»000,000/.}  with  charges 
of  management .... ; 370,800    0     0   ..    365,400     O    0 

Ditto  on  4,000,000/.  at  3/.  per 
cfent.  added  to  3/.  per  cent, 
reduced  annuities  (in  refpeft 
of  the  faid  8,000,000/. }  with 
charges  of  management.. ..    132,457     12..     121,S00     0     Q 

Ditto  for  61^  years  at  4t.  1 1/. 
per  cent,  aidded  to  long  con. 
lolidated  Bank  annuities, 
with  ditto >..       21,887  12  10|..       19,888   13     4 


■  *■         !■  II    I  ^■^^B^Wi.aM-HMBMI^MIS^vd 


Total  charge  for  debt  incatred 

anno  I798 li«97|749  19  lOj . .  1,260,442  1 1     5f 
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Debt  Incurred  inreTpeAofSjOOO^OOO/.  and  15|500|000/.  anno  1799: 

By  SyOOO^OOO/.  raifcd : 
Annuities  on  SyOOOiOOoA  at  s/«      £.      $,    i*  £.      s»    dk 

per  cent«  added  to  3/.  per  cent. 

confoHdated     annuities,     with 

charges  of  management  ......   90,000     0     0. .       9ljS50     0     0 

Ditto  on  $9624,250/.  at  d/.  per 

cent,  added  lo  3/.  per  cent.  re. 

docedannuities, with  ditto.. ..   78>727  ICl     0..       79>908     8     2f 
Ditto  at  1  /.  per  cent,  on  the  above 

foms,  payable  to  the  commif. 

fioners  for  the  redu^on  of  the  ^ 

national  debt  .. ..' 56,242  10     0..       56,242  10     0 

824,970     0     0..     227i500   18      2^ 

By4,^0e,000/.  part  of  1 5,500,000/. 

raifedanno  1799: 
Annuities  on  5,625,000/.  at  s/. 

per  cent,  added  to  d/«  per  cent. 

confolidated   annuities,   in  re. 

fped  of  4,500,000/.  (part  of 

15,500,000/.}  with  charges  of 

management 84,375     O    0.,     171}981     S     • 

Ditto  on  2,250,000/.  at  s/.  per 

cent.  addc4  to  3/.  per  cent.  re. 

duced  annuities,  in  refpeA  of  the 

faid4,500,.0O0/.  with  ditto...  21,529  ^7     9..      68,513   If     0 
Ditto  at  1  /.  per  cent,  on  the  above 

fums,  payable  to  the  commif. 

fioners  for  the  reduction  of  the 

nationaldebt ......,.•  39,375     0     0..      78i57(l     0     0 

370,349   17     9.r     546,044    13     2| 

^  1 1 ,000,000/.  part  of  1 5,5  00,000/« 

raifed  anno  1 799 : 
Annuities  on  13,750,000/.  at  3/. 

per  cent,  added  to  d/«  per  cent^ 

confolidated  annuities  (mrefpe^l 

of  11,000,000/.   remainder  of 

the  faid    15,500,000/.)    with 

charges  of  management i^06|250     0     (t. .    4 18,687  10     d 

Ditto  on  5,500,000/.  at  3/4  pef 

cent,  added  to  3/.  per  cent.  re« 

duced  annuities  (in  refped  of 

the  faid    11,000,000/.)    widi 

charges  of  management 52,628  12     3 . .     167^475     0     0 


*■■* 


Total  charge   for  debt  incurred 

«nno  1799'.  .< .. .' 629,128   10     0.. 1,132,207     3     2i 
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Total  charge  upoti  confolL        £^  /.    d.  £.  /.    /• 

dated  fund  for  debt  exift- 
ing  prior  to  the  year  179s  11,145,774     7  10|. .  11,012,699     8     s| 

Total  charge  for  intereft,  ma. 

nagementi  and  1  /.  per  cent. 

ofdebt  incurred  anno  1793      252,813  10  0   ..      252,812  lO  0 

Ditto,  .ditto..  1794 773,324  0  9J..        773,524  O  9| 

Ditto,  .ditto.  .1795 1,227,415  S  11    ..    1,227,415  3  11 

Ditto,  .ditto..  1796 1,850,373  3  3    ..   1,850,3/3  3  S 

Ditto., ditto..  1797 3,368,219  2  ll|..  3,368,219  2  llf 

Ditto.,  ditto..  1798 1,297,749  19  10^..  1,260,449  11  51 

bitto.. ditto..  1799 629,128  10  0   ..   1,132,207  3  2I 

20,544,796    18      8    ..20,877,493      3   lu| 

• 

To  pay  off*  and  cancel  exche. 

quer  bills  made  forth  by 

aft  35  Geo.  III.  for  the 

relief  of  the  Grenada  mer- 

chants,  &c. I,l6l   16     6    v^tt  - 

Thomas  Mariham,  Efq,  Se.  ^unccrain. 

cretary  to  the  commiflion. 
ers  for  ifluiqg  the  (aid  ex. 
chequer  bills,  for  defraying 
neceflary  expences 1,000     0     0^ 

20,546,958   15     2 

To  the  paymafters  of  exche. 
quer  bills,  to  be  paid  over 
to  the  governor  and  conu 
pany  of  the  fiank  of  Eng- 
land, agreeable  tocontraft, 
to  complete  the  difcharge 
of  200,000/.  at  5th  July 
1799,  of  exchequer  bills 
iflued  by  aft  39  Geo.  III. 
for  granting  certain  duties 
on  perfonal  eftates,  &c. . .  *  1 49,000     0     0   . .  Nil. 

20,695,958  15     2   .. 

To  Richard  Clarke,  Efq. 
chamberlain  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  part  of 
72,000/.  authorifed  to  be 
iiTucd  out  of  the  confoli- 
dated  fund  by  aft  39 
Geo.  III.  cap.  69 +20,000     0     0   .  .Uncertain. 


Carried  forward . .  20,715,958   16     2   ..20,677,4&3     3   \^ 

*  This  was  repaid  out  of  rupplies  anno  180c. 

t  The  fums  to  he  advanced  for  this  fervicc  are  to  be  repaid,  vith  ^A  per  cent.  in« 
-veft,  firom  the  duties  created  by  tho  above  a^» 
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65jOOO     0     0 


12^000     0     0 


12^000     0     O 


Brought  forward . .  20,7 1 6jg*8  1 5 

Addi'  Charge  for  which  no  add' 
provifion  has  been  made  : 

His  Royal  Highnefs  George 

Prince  of  Wales,  on  his  an- 
nuity of  65,000/.  granted 

by  a<fl  35  Geo.  Ill 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Edward 

Duke  of  Kent,  on  1 2,000/. 

by  aft  39  Geo.  IH 

His  Royal  Highnefs  Emeft 

Augufttis  Duke  of  Cum- 

beriand,  ditto,  ditto 

John  Earl  St.  Vincent,  on  his 

annuity  of  2,000/.  granted 

by  SL&.  33  Geo.  IH.  .... 
Adam  Vifc.  Duncan,  on  do. 
Horatio  Baron  Nelfon,  ditto 
Sir  James  Marriott,  ditto  sg 

Geo  III 

James    Morrifon,   Efq.    re. 

ceiver  of  fees  and  emolu- 
ments in  the  office  of  maf. 

ter  of  the  mint,  in  the 

tower  of  London,  by  aft 

Sg  Geo.'  III.  cap.  94. . . . 
The  Judges  of  England,  in 

augmentation  of  their  fala- 

ries,  by  a^  39  Geo.  III. 

cap.  no 


2 


..20,877,493      8    lOi 


65,000     0     O 


12,000     Q     0 


12,00Q     0     0 


2,000      0     0    • . 

f,000 

0     0 

2,000      0     0    .. 

1^,000 

0     0 

2,000     0     0    .. 

2,000 

0     0 

2,471    6    9 


2,000     0     0 


1,793  17     7 


i^u 


ncertam. 


S59  16   ^ 


J 


20,815,577    14      *   ..20,974,495     5    ^^i 


Conditional  Charge  for  which 
no  add'  provifion  was  made : 

Created  anno  1795  : 
Annuities  on  3,833,333/.  6x« 
8^.  at  d/.  percent,  created 
by  an  ad  35  Geo.  III.  by 
^^  reafon  of  4,500,000/.  ad- 
vanced to  the  Emperor  of 
Germany;  —  his  imperial 
majefty  having  neglefled 
to  make  provifion  for  pay- 
ment of  the  faid  annuities^ 
they  are  by  the  faid  aft 
payable  out  of  the  confoli- 
dated  fund,  with  chargea 
of  management 


116,725     0     0  . .  Uncertain, 


Carried  forward, 


20,93:9,302  14     ^..20,974,493     3  lOj 

4L  a 


j528 
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23«,587   10      0 


Brought  forwara 20|9d 2^802  14 

Created  anno  1795.: 

Annuities  for  25  years,  ere-    • 
ated  by  ithe  faid  a^,  with 
charges  of  management . . 

Created  anno  1797 ; 

Annuities  on  3>C69,SOO/.  at 

3/.  percent,  created  by  aft 

37  Geo,  III.  by  reafon  of 

1,620>000/.   advanced   to 

the  Emperor  of  Germany ; 

his  imperial  majefty  hav- 
ing negledled  to  make  pro. 

viiion  for  payment  of  the 

faid  annuities,  they  are  by 

•the  faid  aft  pay  able,  out  of 

the  confolidated  fond,  with 

charges  of  management . . 
Annuity  at  l/.  percent,  on 

the  above  fum,  payable  to 

the  commifTiOQers  for  the 

reduftion  of  the  national 

debt 


5 


.  20,974,49s 


lOX 


^Uncertain. 


111|678   12     8| 


36,693    0    0 


Total  of  ^ the  aftual  payment 
out  of,  and  future  charges 
upon,  .  the  confolidated 
fund,  for  the  year  ended 
6th  January  1  SCO 21,313,261   17 


1}.. 20,974,493     3   lOf 


••■ 


Exehequefj  the 
hth  day  of  March  1800. 


THOMAS  FORSTER, 


r 
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No.  11. 

To  tie  Honourable  the  Knights^  Citizefts,  and  Burgeffesy 

in  Parliament  affemhled* 

An  Account  of  the  Net  Prodvcb  of  all  the  Permanent  Taxssj 
exifting  before  the  Year  1793  ;  and  alfo  of  the  Taxes  impofed  in 
each  fubfequent  Year;  taken  for  Two  Years,  ending  rcfpeftivelf 
upon  5th  January  1799  ^cl  5th  January  I8OO. 

In  die  Years  endiog  5th  Jaxmary 

1799.  180P.    . 

Confolidated  Cuftoms,  after 

dedu^ng    116,676/.    5i. 

%d.  by  aa  37  Geo.  III. 

cap.  15.  to  be  carried  to 

account  of  duties  pro  anno 

1796,   being    the  annual 

average  faving  to  the  pub- 
lic on  account  of  the  re.        ^.         x.     d.^  £•        u    /• 

dudlion  in  the  drawback 

on  the  exportation  of  fugar  S,667>970  16     5|..   3,291,169     5     6{ 
Confolidated  Excife Duties.  .7^334,896  16     b{..   6,894,002   10     O 
Referved  by  aa  34  Geo.  III. 

cap.  20.  out  of  excife  duty 

on  paper,  anno  1794,  in 

lieu    of  duties    then  re- 

pealed, at 75,000/. per ann.  759OOO  0  0  ..  75,000  0  Q 
Rdferved  by  ditto,  cap.  33. 

out  of  ditto  on  fpirit  li- 

oences,  an.  1 794,  in  lieu  of 

ditto, at  36,000/.  per ann.  18,000  0  0  ..  14,750  0  0 
Confolidated  Stamp  Duties..  i,02b,604  14  5  ..  l,087jil8  14  6 
Referved  by  aa  33  Geo.  III. 

cap.  28.  out  offtampduty 

on  bills  and  receipts,  armo 

1793,  in  lieu  of  duties  then 

repealed,  at  1 28,6oo/.  per 

annum 128,600     0     0   ..       128,600     0     0 

Referred  by  ditto  36  G.  III. 

cap.  125.  out  of  ditto  on 

]iats,4mno  1796,  in  lieu  of 

ditto,  at  9j479/«  lU*  per 

annum 9}355   13     3    ..  9j603     8   -9 

Jteferved  by  ditto,  cap.  52. 

out  of  ditto  on  legacies, 

anno  1 796,  in  lieu  of  ditto, 

at  4 1,079/.  per  annum...       60,742     6     2   ..        41,079     0     0 

12',Si21,170      6      8J...  11,541,322    18      g\ 
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Incidents.  i799-  1800. 

Referved  by  aa  S7  Geo,  III. 

cap.  1 8.  out  of  confolidated        £^.         r>     d*  J^*         '•     ^• 

letter  incmcy,  beinf  the  com- 
puted annual  produce  of  that 

duty  prior  to  the  year  1793     41(^5^5     0    0  ..    ^lOySb6     O     O 
Referved  by  ssfcico.  III.  cap. 

8g,  out  of  confolidated  duty 

on  -fait,  in  lieu  of  duties  then 

repealed^   at  40(),220/.    per 
, annum 423,765     6     4|..     406,2SO     O     Q 

Referved  by  aft  38  Geo.  III. 

cap,  40  and  41.    in  lieu  oi 

duties  then  repealed,  out  of 

confoildated  duties  on  houfes 

and  windows,  anno  1798,  at 

327,900/.  per  annum 371,112   11     S|..    3£7,900     0     O 

Ditto. . ditto,  .at  5 15,000/. per 

annum,  Ixjing  the  annual  ium 
'  direfted  to  be  *fet  apart  for 

commutation  duty 0     0     0   . .     552,1 17     7     3J 

Ditto ....  ditto . .  on    inhabited 

houfes,  an.  »79S,at  148,600/. 

per  annu.Ti 167,390   13     4J. .     148,600     0     O 

Ditto,   ditto,  .onmaleforvants, 

ditto,  at  93,000/.  per  annum   104,649     9  lOj..       93^000     0     • 
Ditto . .  di jto .  .  on  horfes  ufed  for 

riding,  &c.   anno  1798,   at 

1 06,000/.  per  annum 135,697   15     8j..     106,000     0     O 

Ditto . ,  ditto . .  on  four  and  two- 
wheeled  carriages,  anno  1/98, 

at  200,000/.  per  annum 226,568     2     4|. .    200,000     0     O 

Seizures 48,752     3  2..  36,883   19  Ij 

Profcrs 6^5   16  0   ..  609  19  3 

Alum  mines 96O     0  0..  96a    O  O 

Compofitions 2   13  4    . .  471    16  8 

Dedudions  of  6^.  per  lib.  on 

penfions 50,640     0  0    .  •  45,720     O  O 

Ditto  of  1  i.  ditto  on  falaxies . .  68,565     5  4   . .  43,.l20  10  2^ 

Hawkers  and  pedlars ; .  4,954     3  6  . .  5,897     0  0 

Hackney  coaches ...  23,800     0  0   . ,  23,700     O  0  . 

Lottery' licences 910     6  1    -.  9^70     r  10 

Firft  fruits  of  th^  clergy 3,549     9  0  . .  8,6 14     8  6 

Tenths  of  ditto 9>«72     5  6{..  9,90s     4  6J 

Rentofalight-houfe 6   I3  4   ..  6  18  4 

Alienation  duty . . 1,79«   19  *    •  •  1*819     «  O 

Arrears  of  duty  on  {hops,  female 

fervants,  and  carts. .......  15*6     4  5    . .  000 

Ditto  on  waggons 2  iG  O  ..  2     0  0 

2,(»,^.4,.'ilG    14      Oi.!  2,4  19,770   15      9 J 

I 
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1799-  1800. 

DoTiBS  pro  anno  1793*  j[*        '•    ^«               £.    /•    d, 

firitifh  fpirits  1791 88,943     0     0..     108,916     0     0 

Gwricduty l6,882     1     3    ,.       s;7,C7S     4     0 

Surplos  of  duty  on  hiWi  and  re. 

ceipts,   after   referving    the 

averase  produce  as  aforefaid  46,990  7  3  ..  87,891  10  1 
Refcrvcd  out  of  duties  confoli- 

dated  byafls  1798,  cap.  40 

and  4 1 .  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of 

10/.  percent,  then  repealed  65,719  ^P     ^i-      89,605   12     6f 

218,535      8      5J..     314,086      6      7^ 

DuTiBS  pro  anno  1794. 

Sugar  1791  (arrears in  1800)..  277,255   17     l^--      6o,870     9     l| 

Foreign  fpirits 131,650     0     0   ..     161,027     0     0 

Britifti  fpirits,  1 794 88,428     0     0   . .     1 10,04 1     0     0 

Foreign  ditto 126,796     0     0   ..     156,915   17     6 

Surplus  of  fpirit  licences,  after 

iwrving  the  average  produce 

asafore&id S9>95l   10     0   ..               0     0     0 

Ditto  paper  (excifc)  after  ditto  79,734     0     0..       75,143     O     0 

Paper  (cuftoms) 7,185     6     \\,,        3,277     3     6 

Glafs 42,916     0     0   ..      45,123     0     O 

Bricks  and  tiles  (cuftoms)  ....  60153..                889 

(excife) 44,529      0     0    . ,       43,270     0     O 

Slates  and  ftoncs 13,063     3     5| . .       1 1,777     9  1 1 

Attbmies  articles 19,126     1     4   . .      21,979   1 8     O 

8^0,595    13     3^..     689,433     6     \\ 

DuTiss  pro  anno  1795. 

firitifli  fpirits 89,037 

Foreignditto 127,025 

Wines 397,299 

Sweets 5,995 

Cocoa 22,723 

Stamps 34,413 

Ship  policies I0l,4i9 

Hair.powder  certificates I57,6l  7 

Receipts  . .  . .' 7,550 

Fruit,  filk,  &c 106,436 

Coals , .  i6,783 

Tea 221,681 

Spirit  licences 29,101 

Referved  out   of  confolidated 

letter  money,  being  the  com« 

muted  annual  increafc  of  re« 

▼enue  by  reafon  of  the  rcftric. 

tion  on  franking  by  ad  37 

Geo.  Ill,  cap.  1 8. ....... .  40,000     0     0   . .       40,000     0     ^ 


0 

0  .. 

1 06,603 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

156,717 

6 

H 

0 

0  .. 

557,171 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

7,751 

0 

0 

0 

0  .. 

2'J,187 

0 

0 

18 

3  .. 

39,471 

10 

6 

8 

9  •. 

148,693 

2 

6 

6 

3  .- 

131,881 

13 

8 

3 

5  .. 

8,537 

7 

8 

19 

4  .• 

105,796 

18 

^\ 

5 

9i.. 

11,326 

2 

5 

0 

0  .. 

259,538 

10 

0 

10 

0  .. 

IbflbQ 

0 

0 

1,357,082    11      9|..  1,611,424    11    n| 
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1799-  i8oo. 

Duties  pro  anno  1796.  /.        j.    i.  £*        /.     /, 

Tobacco 178,049     0     0..     186,188     0      0 

HoHe.dealers  licences 1,383     3     8   ..         1,559     ^     S 

Wine  (excife) 99>817     0     0   ..         5,500     0     O 

Ditto  (cuftoms) 457, 1 83      $     7    . .     526, 103      4      if 

Sv^eets 6,200     0     0    . .         8,0i4     0     O 

Surplus  of  duty  on   legacies, 

after  rfeferving    the  average 

•produce  as  aforefaid ♦  28,267  12     5   . .      77,1 65      1     S 

Ditto  on  hats,  after  ditto 37,471      1     6  ..      33,162  14     S 

ilefcrvcd  by  ads  38  Geo.  III. 

cap.  40  and  41,  out  of  con- 

folidated  duties  on  horfes  for 

riding,  &c.  in  lieu  of  duty  on 

hoHes,  1796,  then  repealed, 

at  106,000/.  per  annum 127|397  11   lOj..     106,000     0     O 

Ditto . .  ditto . .  for    hulbandry , 

ditto  2i.  duty  on  hufbandry 

horfes     then    repealed,     at 

95,000/.  per  annum 103,903     9     3|.  •      95,000     0     O 

Ditto . .  ditto . .  on  dogs,  in  lieu 

of  that  duty,  anno  1 796,  then 

repealed,    at    70,000/.   per 

annum 75,065   16     9j..      68,929  17     3, 

Ditto,  .duties  confolidated,  an- 
no 1 798,  in  lieu  of  the  duty 

of  1 0/.  per  cent.  1 79C,  then 

repealed^    at    80,190/.    per        ' 

annum 56,362   14     2..       81,151     2     7j 

Computed  annual   faving,    by 

reducing  the  allowance   foF^ 

wafte  on  fait 32,000     Q     0   , .       32,000     e     % 

Taken  out  of  confolidated  cuf- 

toms,   being    the  computed 

annual  faving  to  the  public, 

on  account  of  the  reduftion 

in  the  drawback  on  the  ex- 
portation of  fugar 1 16,676     5     8    . .     1 16,676     5     8 

1,319,715    17     9|..1>334,444      8     4^ 

.    DtjTiES  pro  anno  1797. 

'Pepper 124,292  4  5|..  161,898  8  io| 

Wrought  plate 3  3  4|.  ^  19  3  6 

Britilh  fpirits 91>664  0  0..  107,535  0  O 

Foreign  ditto 126,874  0  0   . .  167,964  16  0| 

Auftions 46,913  0  0    ..  50,844  0  0 

Deeds 573,249  15  0    .,  687,460  11  8 

Cocoa .  5,433  0  0    . .  5,999  0  0 

Clocks  and  patches  (arrears) . .  35,420  0  0   ,.  Iv4,966  2  5  A 

Carried  forward 1,003,849     «     ^0 -  •  1^X86,682     2     6f 
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1799-  ,1806.      . 

brought  forward 1,003,849     ^  16   ..1,186,682'   2     6| 

Stages 54>34l     8  10  ..      fe»957S9     o     9 

Sugar;  bricks,  &c 884,731    lO     4   . .     184,766     4   10^ 

Bricks 23,492     0     0    . .       23,033      0     0 

^     Tea 261,680     0     0    ..     310,256     3      4 

Spirit  licences  (cap.  t?.) *    101,906     0     0  . .      59,000     0     0 

Ditto (cap.  102) 13,250     00..        7,750     0    o 

20/.  per  cent,  oii  aflcfled  taxes 

.(arrears). 153,915     0     0   ..      52,126     5     4f 

Surplus  of  ditto,  after  refer ving 

the  fums  dired^ed  by  aA  88 

Geo.  III.  cap.  40  and 41...      74,327^10   10^^..  0     0     0 

Surplus  of  duties  on  horfes  ufed 

for  riding,  &c.   confolidated 
^by  ditto,  cap.  41.  after  re-  ^ 

ferving  the  fums  dire6^ed  to 

be  fet  apart 15,24116     2f..       79,922  11     t>^ 

Surplus  of  duties  on  hories  ufed 

for  hulbandry,  ditto,  after  do.    108,455     0     l|..     174,940     4     ^^ 
Surplus  of  duties  on  houfes  and  ^ 

windows,    ditto,,     cap.   40. 

after  ditto 220,382   12     8| . .     304,497   I9     7^ 

Surplus  of  duties  on  inhabited 

houfes,  ditto,  after  ditto  . . .      40,202    10     7i-  •       >  8,980  15     0{ 
Surplusof  duties  on  male  ferv-  >  '    • 

ants,'ditto,  cap.41.  afterdo.      13,570   10     3    ..       47j577     1    11^ 
Surplus  of  letter  mcney,  after 

refer  ving  the  fums  dire^ed 

by  aA  37  Geo.  III.  cap.  18*  215,444  0  0  ..  265,444  0  Q. 

2,684,789   2  9i..  2, 7,84,7 14  9  3^. 

Duties  pro  anno  1798. 

Armorial  bearings ...  .^ 20,585  0     0   ..      29,732     0     8 

Tea... 78,329  0     On.     151,889   16     8 

Spirit  licences 1,500  0     0   ..     124,750     0     0 

.    Surplus  of  duties  on  fait,  after  '                                    .                     ^ 

referving  the  fum  as  dire^ed 

by  aA  38  Geo.  lU.  cap.  89.  203,325  8  0|. .  426,204  10  6f 

303,739   8   of..  7S!L',576  7  10| 

Duties  proanno  1799. 

Coffee  and  fugar * 0  0  *0   .  ^  243,056  15  9 

Small  notes ; 0  0  0..  9,821  \%  0 

Canal  and  dock  duty O  0  0   ..  7,0i2  le  0 


0    0  . .    200,491 


•  H^te,  In  order  to  flicw  the  real  amount  of  the  taxes  impofcd  before  and  fincc  the 
war,  the  produce  of  the  duiies  on  fugar^  tobacco,  and  malt,  now  annually  voted,  are 
added  to^hc  old  duties  and  to  the  new  ones,  of  which  they  were  rclpeftively  apart, 
while  ihey  were  perpetual. 
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APPENDIX.  635^ 

The  Total  Amount  produced  hy  an  A3  for  granting  an  Aid  amd  Con« 
TRi  BUTION  for  the  Profecution  of  the  War. 

Voluntary  contribauons jf  .2,8£6,883  19     a\ 

Affeffed  taxes 8,004,873     2  lOj 

/.5,83 1,697      S?     ?i 
Exeheauer^  ■■ 

wth  FtL  1800.  GROSVENOR  CHARLES  BEDFORD. 

An  Account  of  the  unfunded  Debt  and  Demands. out- 
standing, on  the  ^th  January  1800,  under  the  Heads  of 
Exchequer,  TreafuTy,  Army,  Barracks,  Ordnance,  Navy,  Civil 
Lift  Advances,  and  any  other  Head  of  Public  Service,  fpecifying 
the  fame  ;  dijiinguifbing  under  each  Head  reffeQively  tin  Particu^ 
lars  of  which  fuch  pebts  or  Demands  cohfifled:  andalfo  what  Part 
of  the  f aid  Debts  or  Demands  was  then  provided  for,  and  in  what 
Manner  and  whnt  Part  thereof  was  then  unprovided  for* 

EXCHBQUER— ^  £•  t»      </• 

Land  tax,  anno  1797 *  242,000     0     0 

anno  1798 .+475,000     0     0 

Malt  tax,  anno  1798 *    71,000     0     0 

Aid  and  contribution,  anno  1 798  +  4()d,500    0     0 

Vote  of  credit,  anno  1798 *  385,500    0    0 

Additional  fum  on  2d,  5th  and      ^  .    .. 

6th  inftalments  of  loan  of 

15,500,000/. anno  1799. .  •  .*  948,000  0  0 
Further  fum,   anno  1799}   for 

1,600,000/.  on  ift,  2d,  and 

dd  inftalments,  income,  anop 

1 799 i +  544,300     0     0 

Supply,  anno  1799 3,000,000     0     0 

Ditto,    anno  1 799' 't'  3,500,000     0     0 

Vote  of  credit,  anno  1799 1,914,000    0    0 

Additional  duty,   exports  aiyl 

imports,  anno  1 798 . . . .  "  f  1,500,000  0  0 
Confolidated  fund,  anno  1799**2,000,000  0  0 
Income  duty,  anno  1799,  ^or  ' 

3,000,000/. +2,918,100    0    0     ' 

Ditto,  for  1,500,000/. 823,300     0     0 

Malt  tax,  anno  1799 756,000     0    0 

0ittO|   anno  1 800 750,0(>0    0    0 

Perfonal  eftates,  anno  1800. . . .      46,000    0     0  £,  in  ^d. 

Carried  forward       "^       ■      ■     -20,860,700    0 "  o 

*  Paid  off  iiiKe  the  Ath  of  January  1800.  ' 

**  Now  in  courfe  of  payment. 

i  Provifion  is  made  Yor  the  whole  of  thefe  fums,  partly  by  fpectfic  votes  for 
3,585,980/.  on  account  of  deficienciej,  and  1,911,000/.  on  account  of  the  vxiteof 
credit  of  1709  :  the  remainder  will  be  paid  out  <»  monies  to  arifcfrom  hnd  and  malt 
duty,  aid  and  contributions,  export  and  import,  income  duty^  and  fuiplus  of  the  coit- 
foliiiatcd  fund,  except  the  fums  of  ^,000,000/.  and  3,500,000/.  which  are  replaced 
from  year  to  year  by  other  exchequer  oiUs  to  a  Gmilar  amount. 

4M    2 
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Brought  foiward SOjS6o.700     0    0 

TREASURT—r  £•   .        1.      i/, 

CiTileftablinimentSyConviftSy^c.  544|460     1     4| 
Trcafury  bills  accepted  previous 

to  and  on  the  5th  of  January 

ifiOOy  due  fubfequent  to  that 

day , 61,912  18     4 

"Warrants  for  army  fer  vices  ....    453,2  Gfi     3     6 

1,059,639     3     «i 

ARMY — 

Ordinary  ferviccs J, 076,076     0     0 

Extraordinaries 4,6 1 8     0     0 

'      '     -  1,080,694     O     9 

Barracka.... 131,279    0     0 

Ordnance 619,181   12     8 

"Navy 5,992,288     4   lOj 

civil  Hft  advances,  &c 66,864   15     4 

6,809,613  1«  10| 

29,310,646   16     1 

Wbitehail  Treajury  Chamber i^ 

UAfrtly  1800.  GEORGE  ROSE* 


t 


^ccouHT  efiht  iV// Balances  in  the  Hands  •ftht  DifiribuUrs  pf 
Stamps  in  Gr^at  Britain^  on  the  ^th  of  January  |:8go. 

Between  the  1 0th  of  OAober  1799,  and  5  th  of  January  1800, 

Country  diftributors 138,l60  14  3} 

'A.  Menzies,  diftributor  for  Scotland 22|676  13  9^ 

Town  diftributors .  r 847     7  4 

155,664   15  4f 


CHARLES  STEDMAN, 

^^gh  Mmrth^  Scpoty  Comptroller,  and  Accountant 

If  00.  ^jtneral. 


V 


APPENDIX,  637 

4n  Account  of  the  Total  Amount  of  Arrears  due  m  the  %th  ^ 
yanuarj  1800,  from  the  Receivers  General  of  ihi  Laki>  an4 
-Assessed  Taxes  in  Great  Britain^ 

£.  t.  d. 

Wales,  South .,  Leonard  Bilfbn  Gwyne 1,827  0  6J 

Huntingdon, .  .John  Jackfon 6,76s  0  9J 

Scotland.  ^ . . . .  John  Fordycc '....' 8 ],62S  19  7f 

.* Keith  Stewart , : 9>$97  *  8  0 

Sorrey J<rfm  Ford 24,480  0  0 

Monmoi^th Jacob  Riidhall 3,971  13  ^4 

Porfet .Trancis  Steward,  •« 9^487  9  0 

124,750   10     S 

WJLLIAM  LOWNDES, 
Office  for  Taxii^  EDWARD  MEDOWSi^ 

%^tb  March,  1800,  HORACE  HAYES, 

fiARNE  BARNE. 


Amount  of  Ike  Annual  Charge  of  the  Public  Debt,  created  in  tim 
Years  1793,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  1799. 


Charge. 
I.         s.  d. 
8,264,897  0  9i 


Produce. 

jC*         h  d. 
8,205,290  7  2^ 


Surplus. 
754,79«  7  Oi 


Deficiency* 

£'      s.    d. 
814,405      0  7* 
754,798      7  of 


^t^:^^:^^:^.'^^:^^'^^:^'!'''. }  *«'«««  >«  «* 


/V^.  4/^j  1 800. 


QEORGE  ROSE, 


APJfBNDIX. 


^^f 


a 
P 

to 

< 

w 
O 

< 
S 


^"1 


c 

H 
C 


•J 


•a 

g 

N 


O 

a 

CO 


•^  £:§  : 

O  r5  S    O  ^ 

/^  o    ♦-•  *♦* 

n  ^  o   ^  ii« 

Oi  O    re  'S  ^  ^  O 

C:  O   bo  S  C:  o  *> 

»^  »  -5  C  Oi  o  i^ 

C    o  •«     :^  S3 


O 

c 
c 

2 

n 

c 


1 


c 


^  1) 


*:  o  w  -^ 

^    *-•  "T-i     ST" 


S3    O 


W55 


sr 
la 


o  o  o 
o  o  c 

coo 


C4 


oooooooooooooo 
cooocooopooooo 

OCO»Otf:Oo>   —   OOOOOOO 


O   -^    Ci  «D.  "I'-  "*    •-    0»    O 


o  o  •>- 


r-  t^ 


•\  •>  «         ^         •*         "N 

Cl  "^    o»   -^  ^   ** 

+     ++++     + 


o 
o 

9 
CO 

CO 

o 


r>.  00  00  C5  o  o 

Oi  O  C^  C5  O    O 

i>«  r*  i^  h*  oc  00 


X  OC  0>  Oi"^ 
O  Ci  C5  Ci  O 
l^  !>•  l^  l>  O 

•M  --  i-t  --  o 


o 

c 
c 


3 
•« 


«0 
O 

n 
C 
O 


C 

o 


^ 


o 
o 
o 


^  o  o  o  o 
o  o  i*^  •-2  ia  irs 

o  O   •-  ^  ^O  "U 

\  •»     •*     .      •      •      • 


c 
o 


^9, 


CO  -.   — 


8 


o 
•^  Cm 

c  o 

«  ft, 


c 

9 


§  i:  B 


"Sis 

^  *^  ^  tS 

,o  o  o  ^ 

.^  .t;  o  ®  *"  o 
Q  C  U  oT  ?f  > 


««      4m       C      «« 


+ 
J 

•a 


^  e 

O  ^ 


o  « 

4 


APPENDIX.  639 

Jm  Account  tf  th  Tdal  Produce  of  the  Tax  upon  IiacOME^/orlte 
Tear  ending  the  ^ih  tf  April  1 800,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  be  made 
upand  eJHtnated  ;  dlftinguijbing  the  Amount  in  confequence  of  Affeff" 
ments  by  the  Commercial  Commiffimeru 

Amonnt  of  Aflefloients  as  far  as  the  lame  can  be  made  up  fimm  oam*. 

plete  Returns  received,  \vl. 

Bjr  CDffimiffioners  for  geoeral  purpoies,  4rad  com-       £^*  i.    /, 

miffioners  of  appeal 1, 4942^,04.7    4  10 

Byaimxoerciaicomniiflioners 1,17^>577  14     Cf 

5«60 1,624   19    A\ 


Tlie  Amomt  of  AflefTincnts  in  Diftrifts,  from  which  complete  Returns 
have  not  been  received,  maybe  eftimated  as  follows,  viz^ 

Bf  oocBmi£ionerB  for  geoefai  paipo£»,  and  commiffionere  of  appeal^ 

£BDm  148,O0e^  to  t50|000/. 

By  ooiamercial  oommiffionef^  fioaMO,OOo/.  to  50,000/. 

*  By  amount  of  voluntary  contributions  received  between  the  iH  of 
Jaimary  1799  and  the  ift  of  January  1800,  about  2^5^000/. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

OJUefor  Taxesf  ^Oih  Feb.  1 800.  H.  PARKER. 

*  Thk  it  the  anoiiatof  (iiiiis  a£h]slljr  received  within  the  year ;  but  dKic  a  icdba 
to  believe  it  docs  not  indiide  the  whole  of  the  amouac  fuhlcrifaecL 

Jm  Account  ^  the  Total  Net  Produce  of  the  Permanent 
Taxes  for  the  Year  etditig  the  ^th  April  1800. 

Totals  of  Customs,  Excise,  St  A  kifs,  and  I  NCI-  ^.  e^  d^ 

DCNT«,  prior  to  the  year  1793 1 3,466,042  8  A\ 

Proportionate  part  oE  duties  on  fugar  now  annually 

granted l,286,n9  8  2i 

Additional  duty  on  msdt,  ditto 226,942  0  0 

Duty  on  tobacco,  anno  1799f  ditto 396,500  0  O 

Ditto 1800,  ditto, 10,881  0  O 


.15,385,424    16      7  J 

Total  of  duties  pro  anno  1799 303,719     3     4( 

Ditto 1794 1 

Proportionate  part  of  duties  on  fugar,  aimiully     i     987,636    4     0| 

granted J 

Total  of  duties  pro  anno  !  795 1,547,519     5     8^ 

Ditto 1796 1,301,229     1    iii 

Ditto. 1797 .1 

Proportionate  part  of  daties  on  fugar,  now  annu.     >  2,945,0 1116     6 

ally  granted J 

Total  of  duties  pro  anno  1798 834,780  13     l\ 

Ditto 1799. 290,599     6     6 

Ditto 1800 5,484      0      0 

.  *  

Exchequer^                                                    S3^60 1,404     8     ^ " 
the  9  th  daj  of  June  1 800.  


